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Unrestrained Vehicle 
Occupant Emphasis Area

Objective:

• Reduction of 
Unrestrained 
Vehicle Occupant 
Fatalities

• Reduction of 
Unrestrained 
Vehicle Occupant 
Serious Injuries
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2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020

All Fatalities & Serious Injuries 378 474 420 346 413 362 305 316 271 350

5-Year Average 473 447 420 402 406 403 369 348 333 321

Fatalities 110 114 105 100 118 95 84 91 74 108

Serious Injuries 268 360 315 246 295 267 221 225 197 242
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The 5-year average shows a continuous decrease. 2017, 2018, & 2019 were the lowest 
years for unrestrained vehicle occupant fatalities & serious injuries. 

Unrestrained Vehicle Occupant Fatalities & 

Serious Injuries, 2011-2020
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Recent 5-Years (2016-20) Previous 5-Years (2011-15)

452 547

1152 1484
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21% 
Decrease

Unrestrained Vehicle Occupant Fatalities & 

Serious Injuries, 5-Year Comparison 



Unrestrained Vehicle Occupant 
Emphasis Area

• BUMT Coalitions

• Dept. of Labor & Industry

• Dept. of Public Health and Humans 
Services

• SOAR Program

• Office of Public Instruction – Driver 
Programs 

• Injury Prevention

• Montana Highway Patrol

• Missoula Police Dept. 

• Safe Kids Montana

• Healthy Mothers Healthy Babies



Strategy 1: Laws 
& Enforcement

Support efforts from partners and 
stakeholders to implement a primary seat 
belt law

• 2021 Legislative Session  - No primary 
bill made it through the session

• Child Passenger Safety – SB 150 
Strengthen law – raise age to under 8, 
under 65 pounds, under 13 years of age 
ride in back seat.  Intent to align MT law 
with national recommendations

• Child passenger Safety HB 256: Revise 
child restraint laws. Legislative Intent:  
Clarifying the applicability of the child 
safety restraint system requirements 
and amendment Section 61-9-420, 
MCA.  This language clean up bill 
passed. 



Strategy 1: Laws & 
Enforcement –
Partnerships with Law 
Enforcement

• STEP Selective Traffic Enforcement Program 
– 18 participants

• 2021 – 5807 total hours worked on grant –
12,052 citations and warnings, 665 seat belt, 
11 child restraint.

• 2021 - Seven Mini-Grants 540 hours and 291 
Citations issued. Seat Belt 7, no child 
restraint. (Citation data is incomplete)

• Safety Enforcement Traffic Team - SETT - 2021 
– 2384 total hours worked on grant – 5,855 
citations and warnings, 506 seat belt, 5 child 
restraint.



Strategy 2: 
Communication, 
Education & 
Injury Prevention

• Sustain and grow the 
community-based Buckle Up 
Montana program. 
• Tri-County (Lewis & Clark, 

Jefferson, Broadwater) BUMT 
Helena School Dist.  Tracie Kiesel, 
Coordinator

• Cascade County BUMT – Megan 
Brunelle, Coordinator

• Flathead County BUMT – Wendy 
Olson-Hansen, Coordinator

• Missoula County BUMT – Steve 
Schmidt, Coordinator



September car seat check 
event in Helena during 
National Child Passenger 
Safety Week organized by 
Tracie Kiesel



Strategy 2: 
Communication, 
Education & 
Injury Prevention

• Sustain and grow: 
• Safe on All Roads Program - SOAR

• Teen Peer to Peer Traffic Safety 
Program - collaboration with 
Future Career and Community 
Leaders of America – FCCLA 



Strategy 2: 
Communication, 
Education & 
Injury Prevention

• Current 11/2/21  -
233 Total Certified 

• 214 Technicians,  19 
Instructors 

• Four certification 
courses were held in 
FY 2020,  six courses 
are planned for 2021-
2022.  Two 
certification renewal 
courses 2022. 

• Car Seats and Booster 
Seats | NHTSA

Sustain and Grow Child 
Passenger Safety 
Technician Certification

https://www.nhtsa.gov/equipment/car-seats-and-booster-seats#install-inspection


CPS 
Technician 
Support Montana’s Child 

Passenger Safety 
Team Newsletter

CPS Technician 
Webinars 

CPS Technician Survey



May 2021 Technician Update



Strategy 2: Communication, 
Education & Injury Prevention

Continue to support and 
sustain purchase and 
distribution of child passenger 
safety seats. 

• In FFY20, MDT distributed 
541 convertible child safety 
seats to CPS Inspection 
Stations 

• FFY21 Seat distribution,  
235 convertible car seats, 
253 Two-In-One Booster 
seats. 



Strategy 2: 
Communication, 

Education & 
Injury 

Prevention

Support the Traffic Safety Culture & 
Towards Zero Deaths efforts resources

Traffic Safety Culture (mt.gov)

Resources and Tools to Reduce Multi-
Risk Driving Behaviors

Guidance on Messaging to Avoid 
Reactance and Address Moral 
Disengagement

https://www.mdt.mt.gov/research/projects/trafficsafety.shtml
https://www.mdt.mt.gov/research/projects/trafficsafety-rrb.shtml
https://www.mdt.mt.gov/research/projects/trafficsafety-reactance.shtml


Strategy 3: Improve 
Unrestrained Vehicle 
Occupant Data

• Safety restraint 
use

• Observational

• Child Passenger 
Safety checklists

• Other: crash, 
citation, trauma 
registry 



Strategy 3: Improve Unrestrained Vehicle 
Occupant Data

• Safety Restraint Use
• Crash Data – analysis of trends

• Observational 
• Seat Belt counts

• Child Passenger Safety 
• Technician collect data when assisting caregivers



Improve Unrestrained Vehicle 
Occupant Data
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Strategy 3: Improve Unrestrained Vehicle 
Occupant Data

• Montana Youth Risk Behavior Survey 

• Youth Risk Behavior Survey (mt.gov)

• Traffic Data improvement projects – Traffic Records 
Coordinating Committee

https://opi.mt.gov/Leadership/Data-Reporting/Youth-Risk-Behavior-Survey


Challenges

• Primary Seat Belt Law 

• Enhancement of Secondary Law – penalty

• Enhance Montana’s child passenger safety law to 
recommended Age, Weight and Height



Thanksgiving NHTSA message



Contact

• Janet Kenny, Supervisor State Highway Traffic Safety 
Section, MDT

• 406-444-7417

• jakenny@mt.gov

• Traffic Safety Plans (mt.gov)

mailto:jakenny@mt.gov
https://www.mdt.mt.gov/visionzero/plans/safetyprg.shtml

