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Impaired Driving Crashes 
CHSP Emphasis Area Meeting Agenda 
MDT Planning Division, Conference Room A 
2960 Prospect Avenue Helena, MT 59601 
Wednesday, October 4th, 2017, 10:00a.m. -12:00 p.m. 
 

Attendees: 

Chair, Kevin Dusko, Transportation Planner-SHTSS (MDT) 
Sheila Cozzie, Transportation Planner-SHTSS (MDT) 
Thomas Danenhower, MMIA Insurance 
Lisa Scates, Liquor Control (DOR) 
Mark Keeffe, Data Analyst-SHTSS (MDT) 
Gary Macdonald, Commissioner, Roosevelt County 
Patrick McJannet, Motor Vehicle Division, (MVD-DOJ) 
Kurt Sager, DRE, MHP 
Doug Samuelson, SFST, Trooper, MHP 
Barb Reiter, Jefferson County DUITF 
 
Via conference phone: 
Gina Beretta, NHTSA 
Lonie Hutchison, Missoula DUITF 
Becky Sturdevant, Common Sense Coalition 
Curt Weiler, Chemical Dependency, AMDD, DPHHS 
Judge Mary Jane Knisely 
Fran Penner-Ray, Office of Public Instruction 
 
Welcome and Introductions, Roundtable Discussion 
Members present went around the room at gave a brief agency/program update.  
 
Mark Keeffe: Discussed data. Mentioned working with MHP and Crime Control in detailing out arrests.  
 
Barb Reiter: Busy distributing RX disposal bags. Tara Bags. Over 1,000 distributed County wide. DUITF is 
busy planning for activities, including the super bowl party for teens. 
 
Tom Danenhower: Comparison Study on the 7 large police departments. Trends: 2013 – 2017. Increased 
in comparative arrests. Possibly due to shortage in personnel, not enough back-up at times.  More 
crashes with law enforcement vehicles and other city vehicles. Discussed Lexipol - Gordan Grahmn’s 
training and looking at possible partnership. Website is here. http://www.lexipol.com/ 
 
Gary Macdonald: Let us know that the Jail is completed. Recently lost a DUI Coordinator, in the process 
of getting another one. Tribe is rolling out the 24/7 program. Fort Peck Tribe is the first in the state. 
 
Sheila: Discussed the Northern Tribes DUI/Drugged Task Force activities. Drugged Driving seems to be 
the rising issue. The DUITF will be rolling out a new media campaign. Some limitations on funding, using 
funds for Drugged Driving efforts, The DUITF has other funds, outside of NHTSA. 
 

http://www.lexipol.com/
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Lisa: Briefed group on Alcohol Summit. Not sure if there will be a future conference due to changes in 
funding streams. Lisa is looking at options. First wave of marijuana tax will be due Oct. 31st. There was 
also another class at the alcohol education academy.  
 
Kurt: Will be doing a DRE school this coming year. There will be operating from different funding 
streams to cover the training. $20, 000 was given from Responsbility.org. 12 going through the school.  
 
Some hospitals are not drawing blood, causing issues.  Looking at different things like law enforcement 
phlebotomy.  Judge Knisely commented said that the states that have police being phlebotomy cops, 
they prefer it for many different reasons. She thinks that Judges would support the concept. Happy to 
help. TRSP from Idaho would be willing to help and Idaho has a great program. EMS is likely not an 
option. Been a while since there was a presentation at the County Attorney Association. Was trying to 
develop a prosecution training. Need resources to do it. There is a relatively high turnover on attorney. 
Not having a TSRP creates challenges.  
 
Doug: SFSTS class coming this fall. November there is a basic academy. Having success with the SFTST 
refreshers. MHP uses refreshers often and it seems that more local agencies are utilizing it.  
 
Curt Weiler: Talked about HB 133 and its impact on Prime For Life and treatment providers. No major 
impact so far. There may be only an annual Prime For Life training rather than a semi-annual.  
 
Gina Berretta: No new updates.  
 
Judge Knisely: Lots of meth use. All of the highway, in every parenting plan. Good news, DUI Court going 
strong. Working on a research study. DOC has significant changes going on. Getting many referrals. 
Other teams from across the country are coming to view the team. A Butte DUI Court Peer review is 
happening. Headed to the Judges conference next week. Part of the Traffic Research Board. Can provide 
research to the group as needed Willing to be a resource to DUI courts and those courts that may not 
have the resources to start up a court, but can train on staggered sentencing.  
 
Lonie: Doing some trainings with Respect the Cage around Missoula county. That includes seatbelts and 
impaired driving. Uber drivers seems to be a little disappointed in the amount of business they are 
getting. Lift may be coming to Missoula soon.  
 
Fran: Shared a link to the YRBS http://opi.mt.gov/Leadership/Data-Reporting/Youth-Risk-Behavior-
Survey The YRBS. Some trends are going doing, which is good. YRBS does not collect anything specific to 
drugs.  
 
Becky: Regrouping with MADD, preparing for the next session. Will keep the group apprised of MADD 
activities. In the process of getting a Montana MADD coordinator.  
 
Kevin: Gave a NHTSA update. Participated in FCCLA. FCCLA was discussed. Casey does presentation on 
alcohol. Contacted all the high schools drivers education teachers to do a alcohol education. Sheila, Lisa 
and Casey need to connect to see how DOR and FCCLA can leverage resources. * Potential Action 
 
Patrick McJannet, Motor Vehicles: Patrick discussed stats about convictions. More THC convictions, but 

still minor compared to alcohol. Been making changes to the Implied Consent forms, specific of CDL and 

http://opi.mt.gov/Leadership/Data-Reporting/Youth-Risk-Behavior-Survey
http://opi.mt.gov/Leadership/Data-Reporting/Youth-Risk-Behavior-Survey
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some indication of drugs. Annual conference coming up in the next two weeks. There will be a Highway 

Safety presentation at MDOJ’s annual conference. Have heard that there are some studies on marijuana 

that are being suppressed by the courts.   

 
Drugged Driving Workgroup Purpose 
After the 2016 CHSP meeting, it was recommended that a subgroup be developed to focus on Marijuana 
Impaired Driving.  Group agreed that the subgroup not focus solely on Marijuana, but widening the 
scope for all drugged driving.  
 
Group agreed moving forward to have a standing agenda item on the Impaired Driving EA agenda to 
discuss Drugged Driving and not have a totally separate subgroup. If needed, ad hoc working groups can 
work on activities.  
 
Other states have seen legalization initiatives for recreational marijuana, typically on Presentational 
voting cycles due to the high voter turnout.  
 
Current Montana laws do cover drugs, 61-8-401. Driving Under the Influence of alcohol or drugs.  There 
is also a THC per se 61-8-731. THC per se level MCA in Montana is too high. Different reports are saying 
different things. Per se law on THC is not good. Per se for drugs need to be 0 across the board.  Some 
discussions on re-writing DUI law because it is so convoluted. Talk of repeal and re-write. Not sure it this 
is going happen. No wonder there is so much litigation because there is so much complexity. Could play 
into way a certain percentage of DUI’s being dismissed or plead down.  
 
This ID EA group is not recommending any policy/law changes, but members within the group may 
work with their independent agency administrators in those discussions.  
 
One issue in Montana is Blood Testing at the crime lab stops drug testing when blood has an alcohol at 
.1, unless specifically requested. Darren’s Grendel recommends eliminating thresholds so states have a 
better picture of drugged driving in Montana. Issue is that the Crime lab in Montana has resource 
shortages. Testing for alcohol is easier and cheaper to test for alcohol than drugs. Alcohol level above 
the per se level is all you need for a convictions, in most cases. Testing for drugs take more resources 
needed, would likely increase toxicology turnaround time.  Eliminating the threshold is not realistic.  
 
Group recommends that we will maintain close contact and collaboration with the crime lab about 
current data and future capacity to increase the threshold, if resources are available.  
 
Darrin Grondel’s Presentation and Considerations 
Reviewed Grondel’s presentation and recommendations. There is a lot of data out there from a variety 
of sources. Suggestion is to have a separate webpage dedicated to drugged driving data. That way we 
can link to different websites rather than putting together a major state report that always needs 
updating. Individuals doing public outreach might find it useful.  
 
Action: Kevin will submit an inquiry to MDT’s website developers to see if a MDT webpage dedicated to 
“Drugged Driving” would be something they could assist with. Kevin will report out in the December 
meeting with a high-level concept document about what a Drugged Driving website would consist of.  
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Group discussed the Montana Medical Marijuana Program, specifically the statistics. Past legislative 

session, restrictions were loosened. Substantial increase in card holders since January. Up to 19,000 

cardholders. There has been some outreach to DPHHS Program Manager for Montana Medical 

Marijuana for collaboration purposes in prevention. Increase in availability may have some future 

correlation with traffic accidents. Links to Montana’s Medical Marijuana Program is here: 

http://dphhs.mt.gov/marijuana 

The registry statistics can be found here. http://leg.mt.gov/content/Committees/Interim/2017-

2018/Children-Family/Committee-Topics/medical-marijuana-act/sept2017-registry-stats.pdf 

 
Purview of this group and focus is the concern that Montana’s Medical Marijuana program is increasing 
the number of cardholders, which may decrease traffic safety. This is further complicated that the drug 
testing threshold is .1%.  
 
If Law Enforcement suspects marijuana, they can verify if the person is a cardholder. Law Enforcement 
can apply for a 1st offense DUI if impairment is suspected, if they are a card holder. If a cardholder is 
convicted of a DUI, they may lose their marijuana card. Medical marijuana is also an issue in civil 
disputes, like parenting plans.  
 
There may be an opportunity to use resources for prevention, reduction of harm. Driving impaired, is 
driving impaired. Colorado launched a campaign aimed at card holders. If you want your marijuana, you 
do not have permission to drive while high.  
 
Group would like to explore more targeted approach to prevention. Action: Begin with the cardholders. 
Collaboration with the Montana Medical Marijuana program through DPPHS. Have discussion with 
DPHHS about closing the gap between DPHHS and other groups. For example, card holders that have 
been or are convicted of impaired driving.  
 
Next Steps 
ELT is approaching on October 26th, tentatively. Providing some broad general recommendations on 
drugged driving. This meeting was subsequently rescheduled to March 13th.  
 
Next ID EA team meeting is set for December 6th.  
 

Adjourn 

 

http://dphhs.mt.gov/marijuana
http://leg.mt.gov/content/Committees/Interim/2017-2018/Children-Family/Committee-Topics/medical-marijuana-act/sept2017-registry-stats.pdf
http://leg.mt.gov/content/Committees/Interim/2017-2018/Children-Family/Committee-Topics/medical-marijuana-act/sept2017-registry-stats.pdf

