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Occupant Protection 
Emphasis Area



Cascade County

20 Years

Lewis & Clark, 
Jefferson, and 
Broadwater 

Counties

13 Years

Missoula and 
Granite Counties

35 Years

Flathead County

18 Years

Buckle Up Montana  
Coordinators



• Child Passenger Safety Training, Mary Kay Burns

• Support Enforcement of Existing Seat Belt & 
Child Passenger Seat Laws, Tracie Kiesel

• Engaging Child Passenger Safety Technicians, 
Wendy Olson-Hansen

• Outreach Events, Lonie Hutchison



Child Passenger Safety (CPS) 
Certification Training

Mary Kay Burns

• Who

• What

• Where

• When

• Why



CPS Trainings
This is a National Standardized 
Curriculum

Typically 3-4 Days Long

Certification Cycle is 2 years

Attended by: Law Enforcement, 
First Responders, Nurses,
Prevention Specialists, Insurance 
Industry, Baby Specialty Store Staff,
& Traffic Safety Advocates, Teachers, 
and Others



Why in the World is the 
Training 4 days



Vehicle 
Design, 

Seat Belt 
Systems, 
Airbags

Types of 
CSS, parts 
& pieces, 
manuals

Age, 
Height, 

Weight of 
Child

Family 
Dynamics 
and any 
Special 
Needs

Next 
Steps

For Families, Transporting their Children Safely 
is an Ever Evolving Process

Manufacturers are 
always improving, 
Safety Standards 

Change

Manufacturers are 
always improving, Safety 

Standards Change

Children change 
in shape & size

New Vehicle, 
Additional Children,

Requires help and assistance along the way-Preferably from a Trained Expert 

Start Process 
Over



Shows When and Where

Developed every year
CPS Instructor Availability
Geographic Needs

This Flier is available on 
the MDT Website and is 
also Distributed via our 
partners

FY18:  6 Trainings, 62 New Technicians 



Helena

Kalispell

Billings

Montana’s CPS Training Trailers



Supplies and Materials

We can’t train without them



3-4 Days to learn and absorb all there is to know 
about all the different types of vehicles and 

seat belt systems, types and styles of car seats, 
and sizes and needs of children.  



Seat Belts are designed for Adults

Kids don’t fit them

We need Trained Experts in this subject 
matter who can help Parents and Caregivers



Some Trainings make it into the Media

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DCgiNoLQs84

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DCgiNoLQs84


Kalispell, MT  May 2018



Glendive, MT June 2018



Bozeman, MT June 2018



The goal is
To help parents 
and caregivers
correct Misuse 

by
providing the 
information

regarding 
correct

use per CSS
Manufacturer 
Instructions



What are all these buckles and straps for?How do you secure your Child Safety 
Seat with the Vehicle Seat Belt?

Is my child ready for a Booster Seat?



240 CPS Technicians, 16 CPS Instructors, 45 Fitting Stations
97% of Montana’s Population is covered



Protecting our most precious cargo!



Cultivating Safety Practices right from the start
We are going to GROW these kids right!



Outcome

Chapter 2. Strategies to Improve the Safety 
of Passenger Vehicle Occupants

“An evaluation of the child restraint fitting station 
network in New South Wales, Australia, found that 
children whose parents attended a fitting station 

were significantly more likely to be properly 
restrained than children whose parents had not 

visited a fitting station. While specific to Australia, 
these results suggest similar benefits are possible 

in the United States (Brown, Finch, Hatfield, & 
Bilston, 2011).”

Child Passenger Safety 
Certification Training



Support Existing Seat Belt and 
Child Safety Seat Laws

Tracie Kiesel

• Alternative Sentencing

• Education (refresh the Laws)

• Outreach Activities

• Training

How the BUMT Coordinators can partner with and support our local LE



Alive at 25 Class

4 Hours

Defensive Driving Course

National Safety Council

We know that a fine is not going to 
change behavior

Talk about beliefs and attitudes 
throughout class

Montana Highway Patrol-Training Center 
for Montana

Only State in the Nation that it is FREE

Alternative 
Sentencing Option



MHP Trooper Kruse



MHP Trooper Zufelt



MHP Trooper Horton



There were
only 19 
Students
In this class, 
But there 
were 53 
Violations!

17 of the 
Students had 
been in a 
Crash!

Judge Involvement is Crucial to the Success



Buckle Up Montana Program 
Support of Alive at 25 Classes

The Classes are also being held regularly in Bozeman and Missoula and as needed in other areas

4 
Instructors

12 Classes
252 

Students

2 
Instructors

10 Classes
200 

Students

Helena

Kalispell

October, 2017-September, 2018



Housed on the Vision Zero Website: https://www.mdt.mt.gov/

Educational Presentation-LE Briefing

https://www.mdt.mt.gov/


Whitefish, MT

Townsend, MT

Providing Opportunities for Outreach Activities
Positively Interacting with the Public



Missoula, MT



Boy Scouts Statewide Camporee Skit, Townsend, MT



Boy Scouts Statewide Camporee Skit, Townsend, MT



Saved by the Belt Program

Real Montana People with Real 
Survival Stories

Putting emphasis on the Positive side of Buckling Up
and the role Law Enforcement can play



Missoula, MT



Great Falls, MT



Helena, MT



Great Falls, MT



CPS Classes at the Montana Law 
Enforcement Academy-MLEA

Started with the Advanced Training 
Academy for Montana Highway Patrol

Request Submitted to and Accepted by 
POST-Optional Continuing Training 
Opportunity

POST Credits for all Law Enforcement-MLEA 
or Any Location in Montana

Future Classes-Need and Interest

Supporting Law 
Enforcement Training



Outcome

Strategies to Improve the Safety 
of Passenger Vehicle Occupants

“The most effective strategy for achieving and 
maintaining restraint use at acceptable levels is 

well publicized high-visibility enforcement of 
strong occupant restraint use laws.”

Support Existing Seat Belt and 
Child Safety Seat Laws



























Lead Agencies



Statewide Partners

Can’t do what we do without building Networks-Every Partner is Important



https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=imgres&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiNkPKDjNzdAhU9CTQIHZS3AHIQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://www.benefis.org/&psig=AOvVaw3oTo9kVAlk6fk8qwLeHjWq&ust=1538168956738084
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=imgres&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjCmLC0jdzdAhV6GTQIHVHcAHQQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://gfps.k12.mt.us/graduation-matters/&psig=AOvVaw3DzE8mFtFJrdRnh74Zx1q_&ust=1538169327538358
http://www.gfoppinc.org/
https://www.greatfallsemergencyservices.com/


















Overview of Buckle Up 
Outreach and Events

Lonie Hutchison

• Health and Safety Fairs

• Child Safety Seat Check Up Events

• Educational Presentations

• Presentations to Groups or Clubs



Western MT Fair

Frenchtown High School Homecoming



Community Medical Center
Health & Safety Expo

U of M Campus



Whitehall Annual Safety Fair



Boulder-Fall into Learning

Missoula Mall-Mountain Broadcasting
Annual Kids Fair



Health & Safety Expo Community Medical Center, Missoula

4th Grade Big Fork Elementary



Annual SKSC Fair, Missoula



Kalispell

Polson



School Bus Seats, Columbia Falls

Head Start-Back to School



Signs provided to local Businesses Community Medical Center, Missoula



RADIO SPOT

Paid Media



Paid Media



Social Media

Tri-County Buckle Up

Missoula/Granite County Coalition 



Buckle Up

Bonus Media
Billboard on Hwy 12-Helena



Annual Super 
Bowl Party for 
Teens

Sheriff Meehan is 
talking to the group
About Buckling Up

Townsend, MT

Tying our message in wherever we have an opportunity for a Captive audience



Wheel of 
Safety

OP Scenarios

Useful for 
Active 
Participation 
at 
Public Events



Vince & Larry-Crash Dummies



Outcome

Strategies to Improve the Safety 
of Passenger Vehicle Occupants

Buckle Up Outreach and Events

School and Community Based Interventions have been 
successful in changing knowledge and attitudes of 
Adults and Children, and Social Media is a useful 

approach when combined with other communications 
to support specific traffic safety campaigns.



Contacts:

Mary Kay Burns:  mburns@cascadecountymt.gov or 406-454-5072

Tracie Kiesel:  tkiesel@helenaschools.org or 406-324-1072

Wendy Olson-Hansen: wolson@flathead.mt.gov or 406-751-8106

Lonie Hutchison:  lhutchison@missoulacounty.us or 406-258-3880

Pam Buckman:  pbuckman@mt.gov or 406-444-0809

Emphasis Area Contact:  Pam Langve-Davis

Contact: plangvedavis@mt.gov or 406-444-7646

CHSP  link: https://www.mdt.mt.gov/visionzero/plans/chsp.shtml

mailto:mburns@cascadecountymt.gov
mailto:tkiesel@helenaschools.org
mailto:wolson@flathead.mt.gov
mailto:lhutchison@missoulacounty.us
mailto:pbuckman@mt.gov
mailto:plangvedavis@mt.gov
https://www.mdt.mt.gov/visionzero/plans/chsp.shtml

