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Safety Issues 
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In 2015,  224 total fatalities.  Not wearing or improperly 
wearing a seat belt contributed to: 

 

 118 fatalities and 295 serious injuries were attributed to lack 
of or improper use of safety restraints.   

 

 68% of fatalities in automobiles were not wearing a seatbelt 

 

 96% of the ejected fatalities were unrestrained 

 

 81% of the unrestrained people ejected in crashes suffered 
fatal or serious injuries 
 

 

 

 
 

 



Unrestrained Occupants 
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2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015

Unrestrained Occupant - Fatalities and Serious
Injuries

777 767 714 487 422 393 495 446 378 413

5 Year Average ( F + SI ) 828 797 771 707 633 557 502 449 427 425

Fatalities 149 158 124 107 93 118 117 109 103 118

Serious Injuries 628 609 590 380 329 275 378 337 275 295
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Occupant Protection 

Strategies 
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Support enhancement & implementation of 

mandatory minor (under 18 years of age) occupant 

protection laws per best practices and GDL 

requirements.  

 

GDL efforts are continuing.    

•  OPI continues to support Drivers Education 

 Programs  
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Support efforts from safety partners & stakeholders 

to implement a primary seatbelt law.  

 

- Multi-agency and partner information outreach 

- Took Kit 
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Seat Belt Facts 
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Employer Tool Kit 
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Encourage state agencies & employers to coordinate and implement 

workplace traffic safety policies to include seat belt use 

• Motor Pool Trip Ticket 

 

 

Implementation Update  

 



Updated Motor Pool Trip Ticket 
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Research underlying beliefs and behaviors of high-risk groups to better 

understand them; develop and implement strategies by using the appropriate 

proven and innovative educational materials and outreach communication 

channels 
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MT Adaptive Drivers Education Manual 
 

http://opi.mt.gov/pdf/DriverEd/16MT_AdaptedIllustratedDriverManual.pdf 
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Child Passenger Safety Certification Training Program with increased 

focus on high-risk populations.  
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• Increase education & training for law enforcement, 

prosecutors, and the judiciary to ensure consistent 

citing & adjudication of occupant protection 

offenses & consideration of alternative sentencing 

(i.e., safety education) 

 

• Support targeted enforcement                        

based on demonstrated crash                        

patterns and/or high-risk drivers 
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Law Enforcement Occupant Protection - 

Briefing 



NEWTON’S FIRST LAW 

•AN OBJECT IN MOTION 

TENDS TO STAY IN 

MOTION UNLESS ACTED 

UPON BY AN OUTSIDE 

FORCE 

 

• MODERN SEAT BELTS 

• PREVENT OCCUPANTS FROM BEING THROWN 

FROM VEHICLE OR INTO OTHER  OCCUPANTS 

• APPLY FORCE TO STRONG (RIGID) PARTS OF THE 

BODY IF WORN PROPERLY 

• INCREASE STOPPING TIME ON THE BODY BY 

STRETCHING THE BELT 

• PLACE OCCUPANT IN OPTIMAL PRE-CRASH 

POSITION 

• AIRBAGS ALONG WILL NOT PROTECT 

OCCUPANTS, THEY ARE SUPPLEMENTAL TO SEAT 

BELTS 

 



HOW TIGHT SHOULD THE SEAT BE? 

Moves less than “1 at the Belt Path:  side to side and front to back-Notice that 

everyone is using their weight and force to push down on the seat while 

tightening the seat belt or Latch webbing 
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• Support targeted enforcement based on                                               

demonstrated crash patterns and or high-risk drivers 

MT CHSP Occupant Protection Strategy  2  

Implementation Update  
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• Develop public and private partnerships (i.e., 

elementary, high school, and colleges) to develop 

and disseminate information and educational 

programs regarding unsafe driving behaviors.  

– Alive at 25 Program  

– Teen – Peer to Peer 

– SOAR 
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Alive at 25 Teen Program 
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• Develop public and private partnerships (i.e., 

elementary, high school, and colleges) to 

develop and disseminate information and 

educational programs regarding unsafe 

driving behaviors.  
– Teen Peer to Peer Program 

– Safe on All Roads - SOAR 
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Teen – Peer to Peer 
Zero Zone – Three Forks High School 
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Zero Zone 
/Team 

Ghost Out 



SOAR 
Back to School Campaign 

• Safe on All Roads 
Educational 
program 
 

• SOAR Coordinator 
on each of seven 
Montana 
reservations 

 
• Address seat belt 

use and alcohol. 
 
• Year round 

campaigns to 
address seat belt 
use 
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• Evaluate current campaigns  to determine 

effectiveness and increased occupant protection 

use. 
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Moving Forward 
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• Complete Toolkit Guide for Employers 

 

• Work with multi-agencies to develop 
targeted media messaging 

 

• Expand outreach and connection of 
plan2live….. http://plan2live.mt.gov/buckle-
up.shtml 
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Janet Kenny, Supervisor 

 State Highway Traffic Safety Section 

Rail, Transit & Planning Division 

Montana Department of Transportation 

406-444-7417, jakenny@mt.gov  

 

Comprehensive Highway Safety Plan http://www.mdt.mt.gov/visionzero/plans/chsp.shtml  

Pam Langve-Davis, CHSP Coordinator, 406-444-7646, plangvedavis@mt.gov  
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