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Begin/End Work Zones 

Construction Guidance April 15, 2014 

Construction Engineering Service Bureau:  Jim Wingerter P.E. 
 

The purpose of this guidance is to clarify the requirement of the Begin/End Work Zone signs in 

order to obtain more uniform and consistence usage. 

 

A distinction exists between the construction zone and work zone.  The construction zone is the 

entire area of the highway construction project within the project limits.  Identification of the 

construction zone takes place by installing the advanced warning signs G20-1, “ROAD WORK 

NEXT XX MILES” (rectangular shape); or W20-1, “ROAD WORK AHEAD” (diamond shape).  The 

W20-1 sign corresponds to projects that are less than two miles in length.  The G20-2, “END 

ROAD WORK” (rectangular shape) identifies the end of the construction zone.  All three signs 

are warning signs that are black on orange. 

 

The Montana Code Annotated defines the work zone under Section 61-8-314.  The Code 

describes the work zone as, “the area where the construction, repair, maintenance, or 

surveying work is actually taking place.  The boundaries of the work zone must be clearly 

identified by the posting of signs.”  The regulatory signs R97-1, “BEGIN WORK ZONE” 

(rectangular shape) and the R97-2, “END WORK ZONE” (rectangular shape) delineate the work 

zone limits.  These signs are regulatory and therefore are black on white.   

 

The intent of the work zone signs is to help provide protection of workers, materials, 

equipment, and road users by reducing speed limits through work zones.  When MDT 

determines that special speed limits are necessary in work zones then the Code necessitates 

work zone signs.  The Code requires the Department to post signs displaying both the speed 

limit and that indicate the boundary of the work zone. 

 

The Code states the boundary of the work zone may not exceed 500 feet in advance of and 

beyond the actual construction activity.  The Code also requires removal or covering of the 

signs when no work is in progress and no hazards exists.  Adhering to the boundary and 

removal/covering requirements is essential as the Code directs certain penalties for persons 

convicted of driving violations within the work zone. 

 

A person convicted of a traffic violation in a work zone is guilty of a misdemeanor.  A fine of not 

less than double the normal penalty shall punish the person arrested and convicted of the 

violation.  Therefore, posting of the R2-15, “FINES DOUBLE IN WORK ZONES” (rectangular 

shape), within the advanced warning area of the project is necessary. 

 

As previously mentioned, the intent of the work zone signs is to help protect workers, 

materials, equipment, and road users by reducing speed limits through the work zone.  The 

work zone signs are required when vehicles travel through and amongst the area where the 
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construction, repair, maintenance, or surveying is actually taking place.  Diversions on projects 

usually will require the work zone signs. 

 

Short term diversions for work that occupies location for more than one hour and up to a single 

daylight period and diversions of short lengths normally will necessitate the work zone signs.  

These short term and short distance diversions may include diversions around bridge work, 

culvert work, and dig outs.  Long term diversions for work that occupies a location for more 

than three days which routes traffic around the actual work zones may not require the work 

zone signs. 

 

An example of a long term diversions may be an interstate project that involves crossing traffic 

over to a two lane two way pattern.  Because traffic avoids the actual work taking place, the 

work zone signs may not be needed.  However, the fines double should be installed as the fines 

double sign may serve as a visual deterrent to exceed the speed limit for some road users. 

 

In summary, the Code has two requirements for the use installation of the begin/end work zone 

signs.  The first is the need to reduce the speed limit through the work zone and the second is 

having vehicles travelling through the actual work taking place.  Once the signs are in place 

within 500 feet before and after the work area, the code requires removal or sign coverings 

when no work is in progress.  Appropriate work zone and end of work zone speed limit signs are 

also required. 
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