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Montana Department of Transportation 
PO Box 201001 

Helena, MT 59620-1001 
 

Memorandum 

  
To: Ryan Dahlke, P.E., Consultant Design Engineer 
 
From: Bryan L. Miller, P.E., Consultant Plans Engineer 
 
Date: April 30, 2015 
 
Subject: NH 15(109) 

KBP-Three Mile to Reserve Loop 

UPN 2038018 

Proprietary Product Certification 

 
The Montana Department of Transportation certifies in accordance with the requirements of 23 

CFR 635.411(a)(2), the use of the following products on the above referenced project. 

 

Request 

The Kalispell Fire Department and the City of Kalispell requested the project use the same 

standard, or approved equals, for the following fixtures: 

o Knox Box: The City Fire Department request the Knox Box Rapid Entry System to 

provide a key-opening which is keyed only to the City of Kalispell Fire Department.   

o Water Line Gate Valves: The City standard is Mueller Resilient Wedge Gate Valve to 

facilitate system repair and maintenance of the system. 

 

Details for the Knox Box are available at their website, http://www.knoxbox.com/store/.  A set of 

noise wall plans has been prepared for this project which details the proposed openings (in the 

walls) that require the locked access.  Specific items (box with exterior padlock or key box) are 

proposed to be provided by the Contractor for this project.   

 

A set of water main relocation plans has been prepared for this project which details the 

proposed locations for the Gate Valves.  The Gate Valves will be provided by the Contractor for 

this project.  

 

The Mueller Resilient Wedge Gate Valve complies with the criteria in the Buy America Act. The 

Contractor will need to specify that they want products that meet the certification for America 

iron and steel act. 

 

The Knox Box does not fully comply with the Buy America Act. However, the Knox Box 

installation on this project includes only two units with a total (combined) price of approximately 

$1000. This is far less than the threshold (whichever is larger) of $2,500 or 00.1% of the project 

cost (approximately $30,000 on this project) so the Knox Box installation meets the requirements 

stated in the Buy America Act on this project. The Contractor will need to submit a request 

(included in Std. Spec. 106.09) to use a minimum quantity of foreign steel and iron before 

incorporation into the project. 

 

Justification 

MDT believes that the use of the above-mentioned products should be certified proprietary items 
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as they: 

 Provide rapid emergency access by City Fire Department with a consistent, single brand 

and key mechanism for interchangeable access, only by authorized users. 

 Are consistent with new development, existing operations, maintenance and replacement 

parts for City operations of the water lines being relocated by the project. 

Both the above items were previously approved (through a Public Interest Finding) for use on a 

previous segment of the Kalispell Bypass.  

MDT certifies that in accordance with the requirements of 23 CFR 635.411(a)(2) that these 

patented or proprietary items are essential for synchronization. 

We will not extend the proprietary item status of these items to subsequent projects without 

initiating a separate evaluation. 

 

Approved____signed by Ryan Dahlke____________________Date____5-27-2015__________ 

  Ryan Dahlke, P.E. 

                        Consultant Design Engineer 

 

 

 
CC’s: Consultant Design PIF File 

          Gene Kaufman, FHWA 


