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Actions Taken — Following Informational
Meetings

Based on comments received during and after the June
4 & 5 informational meetings, MDT collected the
following additional information:

MT 35 speed zone study
e Structural analysis of the Swan River bridge at Bigfork
e Pavement structural analysis on MT 35
e Results of Motor Carrier Services expanded enforcement on MT 35

e Truck use of additional alternate routes (fuel consumption, travel
time, & safety)

e “Off-Tracking Study”
- Trucks knowing they were filmed
- Trucks not knowing they were filmed
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Speed Zone Study
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Swan River Bridge

The Swan River Bridge at Bigfork was built in 1954 and is
approximately 220 feet long

® The roadway width on the bridge is 28 feet which
matches the roadway width on the approaches

® Sufficiency Rating & Health Index are not affected by
truck traffic

® “Health Index”

90 on a scale of 0-100
e This rating indicates the bridge is structurally sound
e Bridge will last a fairly long time from a component life standpoint

® “Sufficiency Rating”
48 on a 0-100 scale - due to the bridge width
e A width of 28 feet is considered fairly narrow for the traffic volumes
e Bridge meets minimum standards to remain in place
e Montana currently has 1,158 bridges with a width of 28 feet or less
that carry truck traffic
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Pavement Analysis

Purpose: Estimate MT 35 pavement structural capacity and

determine if the pavement is capable of supporting trucks
‘Roadway between Polson and Bigfork was constructed 1936-1948

Pavement thickness ranges from 5.4 inches at MP 12 to 14.4 inches
at MP 22

Pavement conditions include alligator cracking and aging

*Frequent maintenance work is required

*Roadway Is generally smooth between mile posts 4 & 26

*Roadway is roughest between MP 26 and 32

-This summer, a thin lift overlay with minor widening was
completed between mile post 28 and 29.5 and a thin lift
overlay between mile post 32 and 33

Conclusion: MT 35 is structurally capable of carrying truck traffic.
Frequent short-term maintenance fixes are necessary pending major
rehabilitation or construction
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Expanded MCS Enforcement

® |ntent was to show increased enforcement presence and to
check compliance with MCS laws

MCS officers used random patrol, video, and a portable
scale setup

e Current Shifts:

Sunday = 1 shift-varies
Monday = 2 shifts-varies
Tuesday = 3 shifts
Wednesday = 3 shifts
Thursday = 3 shifts
Friday = 2 shifts-varies
Saturday = 1 Shift-varies

e MDT will continue increased enforcement
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Off-Tracking Study

Intent of study was to observe truck drivers’ ability to stay within lane
boundaries while driving at the posted speed limits

MT 35 Parameters

MDT conducted the study in cooperation with industry trucks
whose drivers were aware or not aware they were being followed
and videotaped. MDT also filmed industry trucks that were not
aware they were being taped

e Two fuel trucks (truck trailer and tractor-trailer plus trailer); and
three trucks (log truck, chip truck, and belly dump construction
truck) all consisting of a tractor trailer plus a trailer

e MDT also monitored several other vehicles including a passenger
car, a power company truck pulling a trailer, a Suburban, and a

pickup truck with horse trailer whose drivers where not aware they
were being followed.
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MT 35 Observations

Off-Tracking Study

e Most vehicles stayed in their lane with the exception of the pickup
truck with horse trailer

e Drivers negotiated the roadway well, keeping the trucks and
trailers in the driving lanes and observing the speed limit

® There were few cases observed when trucks and cars touched

the centerline
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Off-Tracking Study
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Actions Taken - Following Focus Group Meeting

Following last November’s focus group meeting, MDT:
* Reviewed passing zones on MT 35 and closed 10 zones.

* |nstalled “Do Not Pass” signs at changed passing zones

* Installed “Be Polite, Do Not Tailgate™ and “Limited Passing
Opportunity” signs

» |nstalled a new vehicle pullout around mile 7 on MT 35

« Flattened slopes and cleared debris

 |ncreased MCS enforcement on MT 35
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Removed Passing Zone Opportunity Sign




New Be Polite Sign

New Vehicle Pullout

(Photo Shows Area Under Construction)




Slope Flattening

MCS Patrols

3 . I J
B
— -1 =IEn '.‘ i 3
o WAL G o= | g
e — . M '

———




Additional Safety Efforts

Erected guardrail on the lake side of MT 35 between mile 4.8 and 6.1

Completed speed study in the Finley Point area that did not demonstrate
slower speed travels in this area

Installed 42% larger speed limit signs & proposed installation of
additional speed limit signs along MT 35
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Enlarged speed
limit sign on MT 35
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Operation safe driver efforts in the Flathead Valley: October 2007; May
2008; and September 2009

Signs coming advising the use of US 93

Additional pullout(s) explored
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Industry Actions Taken and Proposed

Would support reduced speed through Finley Point area

Industry would be willing to set up road watch community
network for MT 35 & US 93

Monitor roadway for aggressive driving

Additional training for drivers specific to existing conditions
on US 93 & MT 35

Install 1-800 highway watch number to report aggressive
driving

Commit to scheduled roadway watch meetings with
community members, MDT, MHP, & local law enforcement
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For
guestions, comments, or to
provide input
Please jo%l\/lDT staff
near the posters
for further discussion

THANK YOU
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