
March 11 ,2013 

Montana Department of Transportation 
270 I Prospect Avenue 

PO Box 20100 I 
Helena MT 59620-1001 

Michael T. Tooley, Direc tor 
Steve Bullock, Governo; 

Subject: Statewide Finding of Pub I ic Interest - Axial Pile Static Load Frame 

Pursuant to 23 CFR 635:407 we are requesting the Federal Highways Administration's 
Finding of Public Interest approval to allow the Montana Department ofTransportation 
(MDT) to supply a load frame to be used in an axial static pile load test. Th is request is for 
all projects statewide where engineering analyses indicates performing a stati c pile load test 
is appropriate and in the best interest of the state and public. 

A static pile load test conducted at a project site decreases some of the uncertainty inherent in 
geotechnical engineering. Performing the test allows for a higher resistance factor in 
accordance with AASHTO LRFD design guidelines. The higher resistance factor is allowed 
since uncertainty is reduced and ultimate ly this leads to a more economical pile foundation 
design. A secondary benefit is the ability to use the data obtained from static load tests to 
improve future designs, again a cost savings. 

MDT has performed static load testing on previous projects. These projects required a 
Contractor to hire a Profess ional Engineer to design a load frame and submit the design to 
:v!DT for review. The contractor would then fumish the materials, construct the frame, and 
conduct the test in conjunction with MDT personnel. This method and associated tests are 
approximately £20,000 as reflected by recent bid prices. 

By furnishing the load frame for future projects MDT believes that we will realize a cost 
reduction in both perfo rming the test and a cost savings of foundation pi ling over the 
estimated I i fespan of this load frame. 

We understand that MDT is responsible for the condition of the load frame. Any repair or 
replacement of thi s item resulting from mishandling by \11DT \Viii be MDT's responsibil it). 

MDT is currently in the process of putting the fabrication and delivery of this load frame to 
bid through a purchasing contract using state funds. This frame is intended to be available 
for the Florence - East project with a planned letting date of June 13, 2013. 

Based on the info rmation provided herein, MDT request that a Public Interest Finding (PIF) 
in accordance with 23 CFR 635.407, for furnishing state owned materials be approved for the 
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use of this load frame, including the necessary appurtenances and accessories required for 
instal lation of the frame, and remain in effect until December l, 2018. 

If you have question or need additional information, please contact Jeff Jackson at ( 406) 444-
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Paul FeN)', P.E. 
Highways Engineer 
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Copies: Ed Toavs, P.E. 
Kevin Christensen, P.E. 
Kent Barnes, P .E. 
Matt Strizich, P.E. 

/ Jeff Jackson\ P.E. 
~ 1) rd ,\lurfitt, P.E. 

RECEIVED 
MAR 2 1 2013 
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