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June 22, 2015 

Fact Sheet 

Montana highway fatalities  
 

2015 statewide fatalities to date:*  
 

Through June 15 this year, 58 individuals lost their lives in vehicle crashes — down from 60 

fatalities in 2014 over the same period. Of these 2015 deaths, preliminary numbers show nine (15.5 

percent) involved at least one impaired driver — down from 18 impaired driving-related fatalities 

over the same period in 2014.  

 

2014 statewide fatalities:  
 

The total number of fatalities in vehicle crashes on Montana roadways in 2014 was 192. Of those 

crash fatalities 109 deaths involved at least one impaired driver, or 57 percent of Montana’s total 

crash fatalities in 2014.  

 

2005 – 2014 statewide 10-year average fatality rate:  

Montana’s 10-year average number of crash fatalities is 227 per year, and the state’s 10-year 

average number of crash fatalities involving an impaired driver is 118 per year.  

Flathead County highway fatalities  
 

2015 Flathead County fatalities to date:* 
 



Through June 15 in Flathead County, six individuals lost their lives in vehicle crashes — four more 

fatalities than in 2014 over the same period. Preliminary numbers for the county’s impaired driving-

related fatalities are not yet available. 

 

2014 Flathead County fatalities:  
 

The total number of fatalities in vehicle crashes on Flathead County roadways in 2014 was 13. Of 

those crash fatalities, five involved at least one impaired driver, or 38 percent of the county’s crash 

fatalities in 2014.  

 

2005 – 2014 Flathead County 10-year average fatality rate: 
 

Flathead County’s 10-year average number of crash fatalities is 18 per year, and the county’s 10-

year average number of crash fatalities involving an impaired driver is nine per year.  

 

 

Legislative Changes 
 

House Bill 488, passed by the 2015 Montana Legislature, impacted several areas of the DUI Code. 

Below is a breakdown that demonstrates the increase in fines. All offenses also have minimum jail 

terms, in addition to fines outlined below. 

Penalties for driving under the influence of alcohol or marijuana (delta-9-

tetrahydrocannabinol) for first through third offenses: 

 Fine for first offense 

o $600 – 1,000  

o $1,200 – 2,000 if one or more passengers under age 16 is in the vehicle. 

 Fine for second offense 

o $1,200 – 2,000  

o $2,400 – 4,000 if one or more passengers under age 16 is in the vehicle. 

 Fine for third offense 

o $2,500 – 5,000. 

o $5,000 – 10,000 if one or more passengers under age 16 is in the vehicle. 

Penalties for Aggravated DUI. Note a driver can be charged with Aggravated DUI if he or she 

meets one more of the following: the driver’s blood alcohol content is 0.16 or higher (or twice the 

legal limit), the driver already has an interlock device in the vehicle required by a court, the driver’s 

license is suspended due to a previous DUI violation at the time of the arrest, the driver refuses a 
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breath test and his/her license is suspended, the driver has one prior conviction or pending DUI 

charge. 

 Fine for first offense of Aggravated DUI 

o $1,000  

o $2,000 if one or more passengers under age 16 is in the vehicle. 

 Fine for second offense  

o $2,500  

o $5,000 if one or more passengers under age16 is in the vehicle. 

 Fine for third offense 

o $5,000  

o $10,000 if one or more passengers under age 16 is in the vehicle. 

Fourth and subsequent DUIs are felony offenses, and a DUI offender will be sentenced to the 

Department of Corrections. 

*2015 crash data is preliminary data and not yet certified by MDT. Death counts are for fatalities 

that happened immediately after the crash or soon after as a result of the crash.   
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