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Providing relevant information to Montana’s prosecutors, law enforcement and judges 

IVORY SNOW—Not as Clean as it Sounds 
by Courtney Popp, Washington TSRP 
 

A recent bulletin from the US Department of Justice warns of another new hazard in the 

synthetic drug category.  In recent months, there has been a nationwide surge in the 

abuse of “bath salts.”  This product is not the bath salts your grandmother may have once 

purchased at the corner drug store, these are powerful and dangerous designer drugs. 

Many retailers who sold synthetic cannabinoid products such as K2 and Spice before 

those products were banned by the federal government, are picking up bath salts as their 

newest sales draw.  Bath salts are typically abused via injection, smoking, snorting, and, 

less often, by the use of an atomizer.  Reported effects on the user include agitation, an 

intense high, euphoria, extreme energy, hallucinations, insomnia, and angry or volatile 

outbursts.  Preliminary testing indicates that the active ingredients in many brands con-

tain MDPV (3,4-methylenedioxypyrovalerone) and/or mephedrone. 

Certain brands of this product are recognized 

as white, odorless, fine-grained powder, 

similar in texture to baby powder or 

flour.  Others reportedly carry a darker tan 

hue.  Street names include Ivory Snow, Bliz-

zard, Blue Silk, Ocean Burst, Ivory Wave, 

Stardust, Vanilla Sky, Purple Wave, White 

Knight and White Lightening. 

Much like their Spice/K2 synthetic drug 

counterparts, these products are now being 

sold in convenience stores, tobacco stores, 

truck stops, as well as the internet.  They are 

marked with a disclaimer that they are "not for human consumption," although that is 

clearly the intended use.  Also similar to the evolution of Spice/K2, these “fake cocaine” 

products have been widely available in the United Kingdom for years, resulting in over-

doses and even deaths, and a widespread ban of bath salt products containing MDPV 

went into effect in the US on April 16, 2010. 

Abusers of bath salts will likely evidence signs of impairment consistent with drug use, 

but a tox screen of the blood will return negative.  At least one arrestee in Washington 

has been forthright in admitting his abuse of the product, and stated that he abused bath 

salts knowing that the police would be unable to detect it in his blood if he were stopped 

(which he was), and arrested for DUI.  

If you come across any cases involving the consumption of bath salts, please notify the 

DRE Coordinator Trooper Kurt Sager at ksager@mt.gov or Erin Inman, the TSRP at 

erin@inmantraining.com.  
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Alcohol Compliance Check Reporting Form 
By Lisa Scates, Education Specialist, Department of Revenue, Liquor Control Division 
 

At the request of local law enforcement agencies throughout Montana, the Department of Revenue has devel-

oped a universal reporting form for alcohol compliance checks to report alcohol sales to persons under the age 

of 21.  This form helps streamline the process of reporting compliance check outcomes to the department.  In 

addition, it helps to provide the correct information the department needs for administrative action.  Once a 

compliance check has been completed, please fill out the form and send it in with a copy of any citations writ-

ten. 

 

This form is available on-line in a fillable format at our website at http://www.alcoholservertraining.mt.gov/

content/files/AlcoholComplianceCheckReportingForm.   For your convenience, we will also be sending each 

agency copies for your use.  

 

Completed forms and copied citations should be mailed to DOR, Liquor Control, Attn: Education Unit, P.O. 

Box 1712, Helena, MT 59624 or scanned and e-mailed to LiScates@mt.gov.  If you have any questions, 

please call (406) 444-4307. 
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Training Dates 

Course Title Date Location 
Registration 

Information 

National EUDL (Enforcing 

Underage Drinking Laws) 

Leadership Conference 

August 10-12, 

2011 

Rosen Shingle Creek        
Orlando, FL  

Contact Kevin Dusko, Montana’s State 
EUDL Coordinator (406-444-2947), or 

Holly Torske, the Pacific Institute of 
Research and Evaluation (PIRE) staff 
contact for the State of Montana (240-

432-8745). http://
ojjdp.dgimeetings.com/Conference-

Information.aspx 

DUI Task Force Regional 

Meetings  

August 30 Yogo Inn Lewistown, MT 

August 31 
Glacier County Boating Ctr 

Cut Bank, MT 

September 15 
Gallatin County Courthouse 

Bozeman, MT 

Montana Crime Prevention 

Conference 
October 19-21 Butte, MT 

Go to: www.mtcrimeprevention.org/
conferences/2011.html for more infor-

mation 

For information about more trainings and conferences, please go to http://www.mdt.mt.gov/tsrp/ and click on 

“Training” 

Contact Lonie Hutchison at lhutchi-

son@co.missoula.mt.us for more infor-

mation. 

MDT attempts to provide accommodations for any known disability that may interfere with a person participating in any service, program, or activity of 

the Department.  Alternative accessible formats of this information will be provided upon request.  For further information call (406) 444-3423, TTY 

(800) 335-7592, or the Montana Relay at 711. 

Erin T. Inman, PLLC 

11 Friendship Lane, Ste 101 

Montana City, Montana 59634 

Phone: 406-449-1255 

FAX: 406-449-2188 

Email: erin@inmantraining.com 

Website: http://www.mdt.mt.gov/tsrp/ 

Montana TSRP 

Traffic Safety Case Highlights 

Court decisions affecting enforcement on our roads:   

City of Missoula v Moore . 2011 MT 61.   There was particularized suspicion for the stop of Moore based 
on citizen informant report.  The information was reliable under the Pratt test when 1. the informants identi-
fied themselves to the dispatcher, 2. the reports were based on personal observations, and 3. the officers cor-
roborated the reports when she observed Moore driving in a vehicle matching the reported description and 
location.  

For the complete text of the opinions, go to http://searchcourts.mt.gov/. 

Past issues of the Traffic Safety Standard are online at: 

www.mdt.mt.gov/tsrp/newsletters.shtml 


