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ANTICIPATED SCHEDULE 

Acquire necessary right-of-way 2025 

Present planned improvements to public  ,HYS` 

Finalize engineering designs ¶ 

Project ready for construction  

Construction ¶ 



*VUZ[Y\J[PVUVM[OLWSHUULKPTWYV]LTLU[ZPZLZ[PTH[LK[VJVZ[ 
TPSSPVU 
4+;OHZHJX\PYLKH TPSSPVUNYHU[MYVT[OL4\S[PTVKHS 
7YVQLJ[+PZJYL[PVUHY`.YHU[47+.WYVNYHT»Z0UMYHZ[Y\J[\YLMVY 
9LI\PSKPUN(TLYPJH05-9(NYHU[WYVNYHT^OPJOPZV]LYZLLUI` 
[OL<:+LWHY[TLU[VM;YHUZWVY[H[PVU»Z6ɉJLVM[OL:LJYL[HY`VM 
;YHUZWVY[H[PVU 
*VZ[ZIL`VUK[OLNYHU[TVUPLZ^PSSILM\UKLK[OYV\NOH 
JVTIPUH[PVUVM-LKLYHSHUK:[H[LM\UKZ;OLJVZ[ZOHYLPZ 
-LKLYHSM\UKLKHUK:[H[LM\UKLK 

-\UKPUN 



DILLON 

TWIN 
BRIDGES 

41 

BE
AV

ER
HEA

D 

RIV
ER

 

Existing Alignment 
Red Alignment 
Green Alignment 
Orange Alignment 
Fen 
Wetland 
Beaverhead Rock State Park 
Beaverhead Springs 
Thermal Springs (Approx.) 

Alignment Alternatives 
During project design, MDT evaluated several alternatives for realigning 
the roadway north of the Beaverhead River. The top three potential 
alignment alternatives were then compared against several criteria, 
with the orange alignment option satisfying all criteria and the red 
option satisfying none. MDT chose the orange alignment to pursue as 
it is the most practical option.  

CATEGORY DESIGN CHALLENGE ALIGNMENT ALTERNATIVES 

RED GREEN ORANGE 

Cost *VUZ[Y\J[PVUYLX\PYLZSPTP[LK[YHɉJJVU[YVS NO YES YES 

Construction requires shorter time periods during ground settling —   NO YES YES 
reducing overall construction time. 

Ease of Construction without building temporary structures. NO YES YES 
construction Flexibility in construction methods. Allows contractor to propose a wider   NO YES YES 

variety of options when tackling construction methods.  

Logistics Minimizes the number of curves in the roadway.  NO NO YES 

Long-term maintenance — Meets or exceeds the MDT/industry standard   NO YES YES 
of roadway surfacing. 
The roadway would settle in a uniform way that avoids joint weakness. NO YES YES 

Shortens delays to the traveling public during construction. NO YES YES 

Environmental Minimizes impacts to thermal water features. N/A YES YES 

Minimizes impacts to wetlands.  N/A GOOD BEST 

Minimizes impacts to fens (peat-forming wetlands). N/A GOOD BEST 
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Planned Roadway and Safety Improvements 
The project will reconstruct 
over 7 miles of roadway and 
make several other safety 
enhancements. Planned 
improvements include: 
 Realigning the roadway north ࠮

of Beaverhead River. 
 Reducing the vertical grade ࠮

(steepness) of hills. 
 .Adding 8-foot shoulders ࠮
 Adding shoulder rumble strips ࠮

and replacing centerline 
 rumble strips. 
 Flattening steep slopes on the ࠮

side of the road. 
 Upgrading guardrail and ࠮
 drainage. 

Rendering of planned highway widening improvements. 

PROPOSED ROADWAY 

EXISTING ROADWAY 



MDT evaluated the project’s potential impacts on 
the environment under the National Environmental 
Policy Act (NEPA) and Montana Environmental 
Policy Act (MEPA). 
The evaluation considered impacts to threatened 
and endangered species, migratory birds, wildlife 
crossings, and wetlands. 

Environmental Considerations 
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Environmental Considerations 

Trout Conservation 
No in-stream construction will occur during the 
trout spawning season. 

Migratory Bird Treaty Act 
:WLJPHSLɈVY[Z^PSSILTHKL[VH]VPKKPZ[\YIPUNIPYKULZ[ 
while removing old bridges and roadside vegetation. 

Aquatic Organism Passage 
;OLUL^:[VUL*YLLRJ\S]LY[^PSSILKLZPNULKZV[OH[ÄZO 
aquatic insects, freshwater mussels, and other aquatic 
organisms can get through. 

Golden Eagle Conservation 
No construction work will 

occur within 1/2 mile of 
Beaverhead Rock during the 
eagle breeding season to avoid 
disturbing documented nest 
sites.

 Wildlife Crossing
 Pathway 
The new Beaverhead River 
bridge will include a pathway 
under it designed to 
accommodate white-tailed 
deer along with fencing to 
guide wildlife to the safe 
crossing. 

Beaverhead Gateway Ranch 
 Mitigation Site 
Since 1997, MDT has developed 
approximately 118 acres of 
wetlands and open water habitat on 
private land adjacent to the project 
to compensate for wetland impacts 
here and at other MDT projects in 
the Upper Missouri River basin. 



4+;OHZPKLU[PÄLKZL]LYHSPTWYV]LTLU[Z[VLUOHUJLZHML[`MVYTV[VYPZ[ZHUK^PSKSPML^P[OPU 
the project area. Improvements include: 
 .A path will be excavated beneath the Beaverhead River Bridge to increase headroom for wildlife passage ࠮
 Wildlife barrier fencing will be installed near the Beaverhead River to direct wildlife to the excavated path ࠮
 ILULH[O[OLIYPKNLHUKOLSWRLLW[OLTVɈ[OLYVHK^H ̀ 
 .Wildlife jump outs will be installed to allow wildlife to escape the wildlife barrier fenced in area ࠮
 .Wildlife guards will be installed at approaches to allow motorists to access the roadway ࠮
 Wildlife friendly fencing will be installed as negotiated with landowners except where the wildlife barrier ࠮

fencing is in place. 
PSKSPML^HYUPUNZPNUHNLPUJS\KPUNÅHZOPUNSPNO[Z^PSSILPUZ[HSSLKHSVUN[OLYVHK^H< ࠮ ̀ 

Wildlife Considerations 

Example wildlife guard.Beaverhead River Bridge. Example wildlife jump out. 
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The project 
will replace the 
Stone Creek and 
Beaverhead River 
bridges. 

Stone Creek Bridge Improvements 

Stone Creek Bridge 
Planned Improvements: 
• Replace the bridge with a wider “double-cell” concrete box culvert for both stream 

and livestock passage. 
• The bottom of the stream side of the culvert will be covered in gravel and natural 
 VWUHDPEHGPDWHULDOWRDOORZEHWWHUSDVVDJHIRUðVKDTXDWLFLQVHFWVIUHVKZDWHU 
 PXVVHOVDQGRWKHUDTXDWLFRUJDQLVPV 
• The bottom of the livestock side of the culvert will be covered with dirt and gravel to 

match the surrounding ground cover. 
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Beaverhead River Bridge Improvements 
The project will replace the Beaverhead River and 
Stone Creek bridges. 
Beaverhead River Bridge 
Planned Improvements: 
• 5HSODFHWKHEULGJHZLWKDIHHWORQJVLQJOHVSDQGHVLJQZLWKQRSLHUV 
• A wider structure to accommodate 8-foot-wide shoulders and 12-foot-wide travel lanes. 
• Steel beams (girders) and a concrete deck (driving surface). 
• 75-year design life. 
÷,PSURYHGPRYHPHQWSDVVDJHIRUZLOGOLIHXQGHUWKHEULGJHZLWKWKHORQJHU 

single-span bridge with no piers. 
• New location to the east of the current bridge. This allows the existing bridge to be 
 XVHGIRUWUDIðFGXULQJFRQVWUXFWLRQRIWKHQHZEULGJH 

Image showing the location 
of the future bridge compared to the existing bridge. 



It is still too early in the process to determine how the contractor 
^PSSZ[HNLJVUZ[Y\J[PVU;YHɉJJVU[YVSWSHUZ^PSSILKL]LSVWLKHZ 
the project gets closer to construction. Some of the new roadway 
will be built to the side of the current highway, which will minimize 
impacts and delays during construction. 

Anticipated Traffic Control 



 Following the public ࠮
meetings, MDT will review 
the input received from the 

 W\ISPJHUKÄUHSPaL[OL 
 design plans. 

 MDT will also continue ࠮
acquiring the right-of-way 
necessary to construct the 

 improvements. 

 Once the design plans are ࠮
 ÄUHSPaLKHUK[OL 

right-of-way is acquired, 
the project will be ready for 

 construction. 

What’s Next? 



Thank you for your participation. 
Public involvement is important to MDT and the success of the project.  

How to stay informed 

Visit the project website for the most up to date information at 
https://www.mdt.mt.gov/pubinvolve/stonecreeknorth/ 

Join the project’s mailing list by submitting contact information 
to Brandon Coates at Brandon@rbci.net 

Contact 
Brandon Coates, Public Involvement Manager, RBCI 
PHONE 406-465-3350 
EMAIL Brandon@rbci.net 

Thank you 

SCAN ME 

mailto:Brandon@rbci.net
mailto:Brandon@rbci.net
https://www.mdt.mt.gov/pubinvolve/stonecreeknorth



