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Appendix E:  Summary Responses 
 
The Federal Highway Administration, Western Federal Lands, thanks you for your comments on the 
Miller Creek Road Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) Alternatives. Approximately 270 
comments were received. 
 
All comments received on the Miller Creek Road Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) are 
contained in this Appendix.  Because of the large number of similar comments received, Summary 
Responses have been developed to provide a simplified, yet comprehensive format for a specific issue in 
one of the following ways: 
 

• Summary responses: This section provides responses to similar comments received on the 
DEIS. To find responses to a specific comment, locate the comment in the appendix, note the 
corresponding response letter (A, B, or C, etc.), and refer to the corresponding lettered response 
in this section. 

• Unique comment responses:  Responses to unique comments are provided on the same page 
with the comment. 

 
At the end of each summary response, any modifications made to the Miller Creek Road Final 
Environmental Impact Statement (FEIS) in response to comments are noted in italics. 
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A. Issue: Identification of Preferred Alternative 

Topics under this issue include: 

• Selection of Alternative 5A as the Preferred Alternative 

• Comments in Opposition of Alternative 5A as the Preferred Alternative 

• Comments in Support of Alternative 5A as the Preferred Alternative 

• Comment Status of Alternatives 2B, 3B, or 4C 

• Comments in Support of Alternatives 2B, 3B, or 4C 
 
Many comments were received that voiced opposition to Alternative 5A as the Preferred Alternative. This 
section refers readers to sections of the EIS that support the selection of Alternative 5A as the Preferred 
Alternative. Some comments were received stating that there was little or no support for Alternative 5A 
as the Preferred Alternative. This section provides a summary of comments received that voiced 
opposition or support for the alternatives evaluated in the EIS. 
 
This section also lists comments received from the US EPA, US Army Corps of Engineers, and local 
governmental entities. 

 

Selection of Alternative 5A as the Preferred Alternative 

Alternative 5A has been identified as the Preferred Alternative. Table ES-1 and Section 
ES.5 in the EIS present the comparison of alternatives and reasons that Alternative 5A 
was identified as the Preferred Alternative. Also refer to Section 2.7 and Table 2-3 of the 
EIS for a summary comparison of the proposed alternatives. Additional clarification for 
selection of Alternative 5A as the Preferred Alternative is provided in the following 
summary responses. 
 

Comments in Opposition of Alternative 5A as the Preferred Alternative 

One hundred-three comments were received indicating opposition to Alternative 5A as 
the Preferred Alternative. Missoula County Commissioner Barbara Evans and the 
Missoula Fire Department each provided a comment letter in opposition to Alternative 
5A.  
 
The Cold Springs Elementary School Principal Webb Harrington provided a comment 
letter and comments at the public hearing with concern for traffic on Briggs Street 
associated with Alternative 5A. However, the concern for an increase in traffic along 
Briggs by the school is common to all the build alternatives, because they all include a 
signal at Miller Creek Road and Briggs. 
 

Comments in Support of Alternative 5A as the Preferred Alternative 

Thirty-seven comments were received indicating support of Alternative 5A as the 
Preferred Alternative. The US EPA and US Army Corps of Engineers provided letters in 
support of Alternative 5A as the Preferred Alternative. The Target Range Homeowner’s 
Association provided a response letter in support of Alternative 5A. The US EPA further 
commented: “Based on procedures US EPA uses to evaluate the adequacy of the 
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information and the potential environmental impacts of the proposed action and 
alternatives in an EIS, the DEIS has been rated as Category LO (Lack of Objections).” 
 

Comment Status of Alternatives 2B, 3B, or 4C 

While the decision to select a preferred alternative is not based on numerical voting, the 
following table provides a summary of the comments received. 
 

Alternative 

Comments Received In 

Support of Alternative 

Comments Received 

in Opposition to 

Alternative 

2B 29 1 

3B 25 15 

4C 12 5 

5A 37 103 

 
 

B. Issue: NEPA Process and Project Purpose and Need (32 and 21 
comments received, respectively) 

Topics under this issue include: 

• NEPA Process Milestones 

• Public Notification 

• Change in Purpose and Need  

• The Preferred Alternative Related to the Purpose and Need 

• Notice of Intent 

• Inclusion of Old US 93 as a Design Component 

• Purpose of Congressional Appropriation 

• Local Land Use Plan Conformity 

• Reasonable Alternatives for Old US 93 
 
This section responds to comments received stating that the project and scoping do not comply with the 
National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), that the purpose and need should not have been changed 
from the original project intent to provide a second access and that the purpose and need was changed “at 
the last minute,” the public and businesses along Old US 93 were not sufficiently notified of both the 
change in purpose and need and the inclusion of Old US 93 as a design component with all alternatives, 
that the public was not given the opportunity to provide input to the project, that the Preferred Alternative 
does not meet the project purpose and need, that the Notice of Intent should have been reissued to include 
the revised purpose and need statement, that Old US 93 was included late in the process and therefore was 
not fully evaluated in the DEIS, that the DEIS must conform to the Congressional appropriation, that the 
project conflicts with local land use plans, and no reasonable alternatives for Old US 93 were considered 
in the DEIS.  
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NEPA Process Milestones 

 

Milestone Date 

Project kick-off March 2003 

Scoping May 2003 to March 2006 

Develop alternatives June 2003 to February 2006 

Changed purpose and need, considered other 
existing corridors east of Miller Creek Road 

March 2004 to June 2004 

Updated traffic forecasts June 2005 

Alternatives modified to include Old US 93 Fall 2005 to February 2006 

Publish Draft EIS September 2006 

 

Public Notification 

Publication of the DEIS and public review period is the formal milestone in the NEPA 
process where project findings are provided to the public and the public is given the 
opportunity to review and provide comment on the project proposal. 
 
At the public hearing, the general public was given the opportunity to provide written and 
verbal comment on the document and the EIS process. The initial DEIS comment period 
took place from September 22, 2006 through November 6, 2006. However, due to the 
high level of interest, the public comment period was extended 30 days to December 6, 
2006.   Therefore, written comments, to be included in the official project record, were 
accepted for 75 days following the Notice of Availability in the Federal Register. 
Approximately 190 people attended the public hearing. Two hundred seventy (270) 
comments were received during the comment period, of which 65 comments were 
received at the public hearing. 
 
Several methods of public notification, described below, were used throughout the course 
of the project. A complete list is included in Chapter 5.0 of the EIS.  
 
� The comment period between September 22, 2006 and December 6, 2006, and the 

public hearing held on October 17, 2006 was the official opportunity for the public to 
review and comment on the DEIS.  

� Methods used for public notification included the following (for dates and locations, 
see Sections 5.3 and 5.4 of the EIS).  

• Six public workshops and one community meeting were conducted by the 
project team at key points in the project. The public workshops were held to 
provide project information to the general public and obtain input on the 
project, whereas the community meeting was held to address concerns 
specific to residents in the Blue Mountain Road/Hayes Creek Road area. In 
addition, a citizen-sponsored public meeting was organized by the public and 
attended by FHWA representatives to discuss the US 93/Blue Mountain 
Road connection. 

• Newspaper announcements were made prior to every public meeting, DEIS 
document availability, and the public hearing. Newspaper flyer inserts were 
placed in The Missoulian newspaper. Newspaper announcements were 
printed in the The Missoulian, Missoula Independent, and Ravalli Republic. 
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• Press releases were emailed and/or faxed to The Missoulian, The Missoula 

Independent, KPAX-8 TV, KECI-13, KTMF TV, Montana Public Radio, 
KYSS FM, KBGA Radio at University Center, KMSO FM for public service 
announcements. 

• The project Web site (www.millereis.com) contained meeting 
announcements, meeting displays and minutes, and electronic copies of 
documents available for public review, such as the DEIS. 

• A project mailing list was developed and continually supplemented 
throughout the course of the project with addresses obtained from sources 
such as public meeting sign-in sheets and requests by the public to be added 
to the list for use in distributing project announcements and meeting 
invitations. 

• In addition to the project mailing list, postcards and newsletters were also 
bulk mailed to large distribution areas within and adjacent to the study area. 
The bulk mailing areas continue to be updated with the intent to be inclusive 
of all persons interested in the project. 

• Prior to the public hearing, posters were displayed at 29 study area locations, 
such as banks, gas stations, supermarkets, convenience stores, 
restaurants/bars, retail stores, coffee shops, and video stores to reach a wider 
audience. 

• A project hotline (1-800-865-6905) was established to provide current 
project information and project status, and receive public comments. 

 
� Meetings with affected property owners and businesses: 

• May 20-22, 2003:  David Evans and Associates’ consultant team staff met 
with 16 property owners between May 20-22, 2003; and 12 business owners 
between October 20-21, 2003. Most of these businesses were located in the 
vicinity of Alternatives 2B, 3B and 4C. One business was located near Old 
US 93. 

• Early June 2004:  David Evans and Associates’ staff met with 11 businesses 
located along Old US 93, and attempted meeting with other businesses along 
US 93. 

 

Change in Purpose and Need 

It is not uncommon or inconsistent with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) 
for a project’s purpose and need to be refined or modified as a result of the NEPA 
scoping process, when the project is studied in greater detail and public input is gathered. 
 
The original purpose and need statement was developed based in part on the language 
contained in the Congressional appropriation funding application, which focused on the 
construction of a secondary access to US 93 from Lower Miller Creek Road. The funding 
application itself is not law, but provides background on why the appropriation was 
requested. Initial scoping and screening of alternatives occurred based on the original 
purpose and need statement. This resulted in all initial build alternatives to include a new 
bridge over the Bitterroot River. 
 
A substantial amount of public comment was received concerning the initial build 
alternatives. Members of the public and resource agencies questioned the range of 
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alternatives and suggested analysis of improving the existing access along Miller Creek 
Road. Therefore, based on public and agency input, the original purpose and need 
statement was revisited and it was determined the statement contained text that narrowly 
limited the range of alternatives to construction of a bridge. Based on that determination, 
the purpose and need statement was modified in June 2004 by eliminating language that 
called for a specific solution (a secondary access) to improving access for the Miller 
Creek area.  This resulted in a broader range of alternatives to be identified and fully 
assessed that met the modified project purpose and need identified during the NEPA 
process and led to consideration of a non-bridge alternative. The modified purpose and 
need statement was presented at the June 22, 2004 public meeting. 
 
Refinement of the purpose and need statement is consistent with FHWA guidance that 
directs the purpose and need section be re-examined and updated as appropriate 
throughout the project development process. As the NEPA process moves forward, 
FHWA considers new information and comments in refining its NEPA analysis. 
 
Public notification that the purpose and need statement was modified occurred as follows: 

• June 1, 2004: The purpose and need was modified. 

• June 6, 2004: Display ad in the Missoulian newspaper announcing the June 
22, 2004 public meeting and stating the purpose and need had been modified. 

• June 10-June 17, 2004: Display ad in The Missoula Independent announcing 
the June 22, 2004 public meeting and stating the purpose and need had been 
modified. 

• June 4, 2004: Newsletter mailed to project mailing list announcing the June 
22, 2004 public meeting and stating the purpose and need had been modified. 

• June 7, 2004: Newsletter bulk mailed announcing the June 22, 2004 public 
meeting and stating the purpose and need had been modified. 

• June 2, 2004: Press release distributed announcing the June 22, 2004 public 
meeting and stating the purpose and need had been modified. 

• June 2004: Project Web site announcing the June 22, 2004 public meeting 
and stating the purpose and need had been modified. 

• June 2004: Project hotline announcing the June 22, 2004 public meeting and 
stating the purpose and need had been modified. 

• June 22, 2004: The modified purpose and need was presented at the fifth 
public meeting. Approximately 127 people attended this meeting. 

• March 23, 2006: The modified purpose and need was displayed at the sixth 
public meeting. Approximately 168 people attended this meeting. 

• March 27, 2006: Displays from March 23, 2006 were placed on project Web 
site. 

• September 18-20, 2006: The DEIS Notice of Availability newsletter was 
mailed that included the modified purpose and need. 

• September 18, 2006: Distribution of the DEIS, which included the modified 
purpose and need in Chapter 1. 

• October 17, 2006: The modified purpose and need was included in the public 
hearing handouts and slide presentation. 

 

II 1111111111111111111 



 

 

6 

f i n a l  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  i m p a c t  s t a t e m e n t
miller creek road

 

The Preferred Alternative Related to the Purpose and Need 

The Preferred Alternative meets the project purpose and need of providing safe and 
improved access between US 93 and the Miller Creek area as stated in the EIS. Please 
refer to Chapter 2.0 of the EIS, which fully explains the screening and assessment of all 
alternatives based on the criteria listed in Section 2.3. Additionally, Section 2.7 of the EIS 
provides the reasons that Alternative 5A was selected as the Preferred Alternative for best 
meeting the project purpose and need (see Table 2-3). 
 

Notice of Intent 

Per 40 CFR Section 1508.22, "Notice of intent" is a formal, legal notice that an 
environmental impact statement will be prepared and considered. The notice shall briefly 
(a) describe the proposed action and possible alternatives; (b) describe the agency's 
proposed scoping process including whether, when, and where any scoping meeting will 
be held; and (c) state the name and address of a person within the agency who can answer 
questions about the proposed action and the environmental impact statement. 
 
The Notice of Intent (NOI) for the Miller Creek Road EIS project was published in the 
Federal Register on March 3, 2003 at the beginning of the project. It alerted the public 
and agencies about the project and that an EIS was being initiated, and included a general 
or initial purpose of the project. 
 
It is not unusual for a project’s purpose to be refined and modified as a result of scoping 
and better understanding of project needs during the NEPA process, when the project is 
studied in greater detail and public input is gathered. Refinement of the purpose and need 
during the NEPA process does not require a NOI to be reissued and published in the 
Federal Register. The public and agencies were notified that the project purpose and need 
had been modified in the June 22, 2004 public meeting notices and it was presented at 
that meeting, where 127 people signed in. Methods used to advertise that public meeting 
are listed in the section above titled “Change in Purpose and Need.”  

 

Inclusion of Old US 93 as a Design Component 

The National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) process for the Miller Creek Road 
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) project began in March 2003, and is anticipated to 
conclude in early 2008. Old US 93 was included in the study area in June 2004, and 
inclusion of Old US 93 improvements with the build alternatives occurred shortly after 
that time. That occurred in conjunction with the modified purpose and need discussed 
above.  However, it should be pointed out that the inclusion of Old US 93 improvements 
with all build alternatives (including the three bridge alternatives) did not occur as a 
result of the changed purpose and need, but because of the updated traffic volumes and 
traffic modeling.  
 
Over the next two years, four build alternatives, which included improvements to Old US 
93, as well as the No-Action Alternative, were fully evaluated and assessed in the Draft 
EIS (DEIS) document that was published in September 2006.  These alternatives are 
presented and discussed in Chapter 2.0 of the EIS. Assessment of impacts and mitigation 
associated with all alternatives is discussed in Chapter 4.0 of the EIS. 
 

II 1111111111111111111 



 

 

7 

f i n a l  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  i m p a c t  s t a t e m e n t
miller creek road

 

Public notification of inclusion of Old US 93 occurred as follows: 

• June 22, 2004: The first notification that Old US 93 was included in an 
alternative was at this public meeting.  A presentation described how Old US 
93 was included with Alternative 5A.  In addition, the “Alternatives 
Dismissed and Advanced” wall display indicated that the Miller Creek 
Alternative (Alt. 5A) included Old US 93 and Old US 93 was included in the 
study area map displayed at the meeting. 

• March 23, 2006: At this public workshop, attended by approximately 160 
people, the transportation operation need for improvements to Old US 93 and 
adjacent intersections to be included with all the build alternatives as a result 
of revised traffic forecasting was presented. 

• September 20, 2006: The inclusion of Old US 93 improvements as a 
necessary component of all the build alternatives was presented in the Notice 
of Availability/public hearing announcement newsletter, mailed September 
20, 2006. The newsletter was mailed to all individuals on the project mailing 
list and bulk mailed within the study area. 

• September 22, 2006: The inclusion of Old US 93 improvements with all the 
build alternatives was included in Chapter 2.0 of the DEIS. 

• October 17, 2006: The inclusion of Old US 93 improvements with all the 
build alternatives was presented at the October 17, 2006 public hearing. 

 

Purpose of Congressional Appropriation 

The appropriation of federal funds for transportation improvements requires that the 
National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) process be followed. NEPA and the Council 
on Environmental Quality (CEQ) require that a range of reasonable alternatives be 
developed, rigorously explored, and objectively evaluated, and reasonable alternatives 
cannot be constrained based on the intent of a Congressional appropriation.  Other 
alternatives may be eliminated from detailed study with a brief discussion of the reasons 
for eliminating them.  
 
The Public Lands Highways Discretionary Program FY 2002 Candidate Project 
Application for the Miller Creek project proposed that a new bridge be constructed across 
the Bitterroot River to access Highway 93. Three bridge alternatives from the Miller 
Creek area across the Bitterroot River to US 93 were fully evaluated in the EIS. The 
purpose of the federal appropriation, as stated in the application, was to address traffic 
capacity needs for the Miller Creek area based on future growth.  
 
A substantial amount of public comment was received concerning the fact that the initial 
range of alternatives only considered bridge options across the Bitterroot River. Many 
people asked why no other alternatives, such as improving the existing access along 
Miller Creek Road, were considered.  Based on these comments, an alternative to 
upgrade the existing access was added (Alternative 5A). 
 
The revised traffic volumes further altered the alternatives into combinations, which 
included improvements to Old US 93 and adjacent signals to improve traffic flow. Based 
on current and forecasted traffic volumes for the study area, the bridge alternatives were 
found to not meet the purpose and need as well as Alternative 5A. This finding was 
unexpected, and it then became clear to the project team, SEE Team, and ID Team 
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(which included the US EPA, US Fish and Wildlife Service, and US Army Corps of 
Engineers) that the transportation needs could be met with fewer impacts by selecting 
Alternative 5A as the Preferred Alternative. In addition, USACE Section 404 permitting 
regulations require that the least environmentally damaging practicable alternative be 
selected. Alternative 5A has fewer environmental impacts than the three bridge 
alternatives. 
 
The EIS fully assessed and evaluated bridge alternatives, as intended with the 
Congressional appropriation, as part of the reasonable range of alternatives required by 
NEPA. Three of the five alternatives fully evaluated in the EIS included a bridge across 
the Bitterroot River to access US 93. These were Alternatives 2B, 3B, and 4C.  The other 
two alternatives were Alternative 5A, which involved improving existing access along 
Miller Creek Road, and the No-Action Alternative. All alternatives were assessed equally 
in the EIS. The reasons that Alternative 5A was identified as the Preferred Alternative are 
presented in Section 2.7 of the EIS. The Preferred Alternative does not preclude 
construction of a bridge in the future. 
 
Scoping requirements under NEPA are defined in 40 Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) 
1501.7. These requirements have been fully adhered to during this process. Scoping 
activities conducted included the public scoping meeting held on March 26, 2003 as 
stated in the Notice of Availability, public opinion surveys, public workshops, newsletter 
and postcard mailings, community meetings, visioning workshops, property owner 
meetings, and public hearing. 
 
The public and agency scoping conducted for the Miller Creek Road EIS project, as 
detailed in Section 5.3 of the EIS, is also in compliance with 23 CFR 771.111. Early 
coordination and public involvement was conducted to provide public awareness of the 
project and project decision-making, and to ensure that interested and potentially affected 
parties had opportunities to provide timely input into the development of the project and 
be directly involved in major EIS activities. 
 

Local Land Use Plan Conformity 

Three of the five alternatives evaluated in the EIS include a bridge across the Bitterroot 
River to access US 93. The Preferred Alternative does not conflict with local land use 
plans that show a new bridge across the Bitterroot River. Although Alternative 5A does 
not include a bridge, it does not preclude construction of a bridge in the future. 
 
Local land use plans were considered during development of the alternatives. Consistent 
with the 1997 Miller Creek Area Comprehensive Plan identified need, Alternative 5A 
would improve access to and from the Miller Creek area, as discussed in Section 1.3.2 of 
the EIS. A discussion of how each alternative complemented or conflicted with those 
plans is presented in Section 3.1, Figure 3-2, and Section 3.4 of the EIS.  The plans used 
included: 

• 1996 Maloney Ranch Miller Creek Area Transportation Study 

• 1997 Miller Creek Area Comprehensive Plan Amendment 

• 2001 Non-Motorized Transportation Plan 

• 2004 Missoula Urban Transportation Plan Update 
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Reasonable Alternatives for Old US 93 

NEPA requires that a range of reasonable alternatives be developed, rigorously explored, 
and objectively evaluated.  Other alternatives may be eliminated from detailed study with 
a brief discussion of the reasons for eliminating them.  
 
One alternative to avoid improvements to Old US 93 was to widen US 93 by adding two 
travel lanes (one northbound and one southbound). See Section 2.5.3 of the FEIS for a 
complete description of this alternative and associated impacts. This alternative was 
considered but eliminated from detailed study for the following reasons: 
 

• Widening Buckhouse Bridge would result in additional impacts to fisheries, 
wetlands, vegetation, floodplain, and the Bitterroot River, and would increase 
project costs by $2.0 million to $5.0 million for upgrading Buckhouse Bridge. 

• The Brooks Street/Reserve Street intersection would fail to meet operational 
standards. 

• The potential for side-swipe crashes resulting from vehicles changing lanes due 
to merging within a relatively short distance would likely increase with an 
additional travel lane. Pedestrians crossing at the Brooks Street/Reserve Street 
intersection and the Miller Creek Road/US 93 intersection would need to cross 
two additional lanes of traffic. 

• Widening US 93 near Blue Mountain Road would impact a protected historic 
ditch, requiring appropriate approvals and mitigation. 

 
For these reasons, widening US 93 was not considered to be an acceptable solution due to 
the additional impacts to environmental resources and private property, and increased 
cost. However, even with widening US 93 south of Miller Creek Road, traffic projections 
and resulting congestion would require either widening US 93 north of Miller Creek 
Road or Old US 93 and adjacent intersection improvements. 
 
Also see Issue F for more detail concerning why Old US 93 is key to solving the project’s 
traffic issues. 
 

Modifications Made to FEIS in Response to NEPA Process and Project Purpose 
and Need Comments 

In response to comments received regarding the NEPA process and project purpose and need, 

modifications were made to the FEIS in sections ES.1, 1.1.1, 2.5.3, 2.6.1, and 4.1.3. 
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C. Issue: Funding (14 comments received) 

Topics under this issue include: 

• Cost Estimates for Build Alternatives 

• Project Funding 
 
This section responds to comments received stating that Miller Creek area developers should pay for a 
bridge, that Miller Creek property owners have been assessed funds to pay for a bridge, and that the cost 
estimates provided in the EIS are incorrect. 
 

Cost Estimates for Build Alternatives 

Section 2.8 “Preliminary Conceptual Cost Consideration” of the EIS presents the 
comparative cost estimates for the build alternatives and items included in those 
estimates. The cost estimates were provided in 2006 dollars in the DEIS, and are 
provided in 2007 dollars in the FEIS. Cost estimates for year 2012, which was assumed 
to be a future construction year within the five-year 2008 to 2012 Transportation 
Improvement Program (TIP) planning timeframe, are also presented in the FEIS.  The 
estimates were prepared using standard industry methods. The costs are based on the 
conceptual alternatives developed for the EIS analysis. The cost estimates will be further 
refined during final design.  Contingency items associated with private property right-of-
way impacts were included in the cost estimates to cover impacts that would arise during 
final design. 
 
All bridge alternatives (2B, 3B, and 4C) include costs associated with the bridge and 
associated new roadway, Miller Creek Road Limited Improvements, Old US 93 
improvements, and adjacent intersections. The cost estimate for Alternative 5A (Preferred 
Alternative) includes costs associated with Miller Creek Road improvements, Old US 93 
improvements, and adjacent intersections.  
 
Alternative 5A is not in Missoula's current TIP (2007-2011). The project would need to 
be included in a fiscally constrained LRTP (and currently it is not) prior to inclusion in 
the TIP. The preferred alternative is not considered to be of regional significance to the 
area. However, it would be in the mix of projects used to evaluate conformity during the 
current transportation plan process if the alternative proceeds successfully through the 
local transportation planning process. In addition, at least one subsequent phase (e.g., 
preliminary engineering, final design, right-of-way, utility relocation, or construction) of 
the project has to be included in the approved TIP (and it currently is not) before FHWA 
can sign the Record of Decision (ROD).   
 
Missoula is currently working on the 2008 LRTP, and it is scheduled for completion in 
June 2008. During the long range transportation planning process, the project is weighed 
against other projects competing for local funding to develop a fiscally-constrained plan. 
All projects in the process are evaluated to determine the optimum mixture that best 
meets the development of an integrated multimodal transportation system to facilitate the 
safe and efficient movement of people and goods. 
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If the preferred build alternative is included in a fiscally constrained conforming 
transportation plan and TIP, the FHWA can sign a Record of Decision (ROD) for 
Alternative 5A. Conversely, if it is not in such plans, then FHWA could not sign a ROD 
advancing a build alternative. In addition, FHWA can delay issue of a ROD until the 
LRTP and TIP include the project or can select the No-Action Alternative. The relatively 
low cost of the preferred alternative compared to the other build alternatives may make it 
easier to identify funding to include the preferred alternative in local planning documents, 
given that this alternative adequately meets and enhances the overall plan’s goals and 
objectives to facilitate the safe and efficient movement of people and goods for current 
and future transportation demand. See Section ES.7 of the FEIS for definitions of the 
planning terms discussed here. 
 

Project Funding 

An environmental study is required for any project for which federal funds are used. 
Federal funds were obtained for the Miller Creek Road preliminary design and EIA, 

Montana, as worded in the federal appropriations bill.  These funds were used to prepare 
an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) for the project in accordance with the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA).  
 
In general terms, the EIS process consists of identifying and evaluating alternatives, 
performing preliminary design, assessing impacts and mitigation for alternatives, 
developing preliminary costs for alternatives, identifying a Preferred Alternative, and 
identifying funding for the Preferred Alternative. This process is documented in two 
documents: the EIS and the Record of Decision (ROD), which completes the EIS 
process.  
 
Funds required to perform final design and build a project cannot be known until a 
Preferred Alternative is identified and estimated costs for the Preferred Alternative are 
prepared, which is accomplished through the EIS process.  
 
During the initial development plans for two major subdivisions in the Miller Creek 
area, the County's comprehensive plan identified the need for a secondary access into the 
Miller Creek area.  A bridge was proposed at the Blue Mountain Road vicinity.  The 
County began "saving" for the match money necessary to construct a bridge by assessing 
each new lot $1,800 to be paid into this fund.  The fund was never intended to pay in 
whole for a new bridge.   
 
The federal appropriation process was the primary funding vehicle hoped to pay for a 
second access or new bridge. The initial federal appropriation of $5 million was intended 
to prepare the NEPA study, not pay for project construction. The County has had plans to 
three-lane Miller Creek Road. When the Miller Creek Road EIS process identified a non-
bridge alternative as preferred, the County staff decided to use the escrowed money for 
the County's local Miller Creek Road improvements. 
 
Alternative 5A is not in Missoula's current TIP (2007-2011). The project would need to 
be included in a fiscally constrained LRTP (and currently it is not) prior to inclusion in 
the TIP. The preferred alternative is not considered to be of regional significance to the 
area. However, it would be in the mix of projects used to evaluate conformity during the 
current transportation plan process if the alternative proceeds successfully through the 
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local transportation planning process. In addition, at least one subsequent phase (e.g., 
preliminary engineering, final design, right-of-way, utility relocation, or construction) of 
the project has to be included in the approved TIP (and it currently is not) before FHWA 
can sign the Record of Decision (ROD). The Miller Creek Road reconstruction project 
included in the current TIP will construct a portion of the No-Action Alternative using 
local funds.   
 
If the preferred build alternative is included in a fiscally constrained conforming 
transportation plan and TIP, the FHWA can sign a Record of Decision (ROD) for 
Alternative 5A. Conversely, if it is not in such plans, then FHWA could not sign a ROD 
advancing a build alternative. In addition, FHWA can delay issue of a ROD until the 
LRTP and TIP include the project or can select the No-Action Alternative. The relatively 
low cost of the preferred alternative compared to the other build alternatives may make it 
easier to identify funding to include the preferred alternative in local planning documents, 
given that this alternative adequately meets and enhances the overall plan’s goals and 
objectives to facilitate the safe and efficient movement of people and goods for current 
and future transportation demand.  
 
See Section ES.7 of the FEIS for definitions of the planning terms discussed here. 
 
FHWA guidance specifically contemplates that an FEIS may be approved and circulated 
to the public before fiscal constraint requirements have been met, as long as all pertinent 
consultation and information that supports the reasonable assurance that all of the 
transportation conformity requirements are met has been accomplished. 
 
 

D. Issue: Bridge Alternatives (123 comments received) 

Topics under this issue include: 

• Why a Bridge Alternative was not the Preferred Alternative 
 
This section responds to comments received stating that a bridge is needed, and comments asking why a 
bridge alternative was not selected as the Preferred Alternative. 
 

Why a Bridge Alternative was not the Preferred Alternative 

Of the five alternatives fully evaluated in the EIS, three included a bridge crossing of the 
Bitterroot River to connect to US 93. Chapter 2.0 of the EIS explains the screening and 
assessment of all alternatives based on the criteria listed in Section 2.3. Section 2.7 of the 
EIS provides the reasons that Alternative 5A was selected as the Preferred Alternative for 
best meeting the project purpose and need.  
 
The No-Action traffic model shows significant queuing along US 93 during the AM Peak 
period. During this time, the queues extend from Reserve Street, through Miller Creek 
Road, and beyond Blue Mountain Road. Due to the high volumes on US 93, Miller Creek 
Road traffic also experiences long queues attempting to gain access to US 93 during the 
AM peak period 
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Based upon the projected increase in traffic on US 93, traffic modeling shows the 
majority of traffic exiting the Miller Creek area via a second bridge (Alternatives 2B, 3B, 
and 4C) during the AM peak period would be forced to merge into a long queue of traffic 
extending to, or past, Blue Mountain Road.  Furthermore, most drivers would still have to 
travel through the Miller Creek Road intersection.   
 
Alternative 5A provides the best operational performance for US 93 based upon future 
traffic projections, costs the least, and has the least impact to the human and natural 
environment. In addition, the US Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) regulations require 
selecting the Least Environmentally Damaging Practicable Alternative (which is 
Alternative 5A) for issuance of a 404 Permit (see Section 4.10.9 of the EIS for this 
discussion). 
 
Alternative 5A is expected to function at an acceptable LOS during typical weekday peak 
travel periods through the year 2025. However, a second connection to the Miller Creek 
area and other system improvements (including measures to reduce travel demand and/or 
increase capacity on the US 93 corridor) may be warranted if future traffic volumes on 
US 93 and Miller Creek Road exceed the year 2025 forecasts used for the Miller Creek 
Road EIS. If needed, the second connection and other system improvements will be 
complimentary to Alternative 5A. 
 
The relatively low cost of Alternative 5A as the Preferred Alternative, compared to the 
other build alternatives, may make it easier to identify funding to include the project in 
the local fiscally-constrained Transportation Improvement Plan (TIP), given that this 
alternative adequately meets and enhances the overall plan’s goals and objectives to 
facilitate the safe and efficient movement of people and goods for current and future 
transportation demand.. 
 

Modifications Made to FEIS in Response to Bridge Alternative Comments 

In response to comments received regarding a bridge alternative, Section 2.7.1, “Why a Bridge 

Alternative was not the Preferred Alternative” was added to the FEIS. 

 
 

E. Issue:  Need Second Access for Emergencies (51 comments 
received) 

This section responds to comments received stating that a second access for the Miller Creek area is 
needed for emergency access and evacuation in case of fire. 
 

The purpose and need statement reads, “The purpose of this project is to provide safe and 
improved access between US 93 and the Miller Creek Area.”  It is acknowledged that 
emergency response and evacuation for the Miller Creek area would be enhanced by a 
bridge alternative and it was considered along with the costs, impacts, benefits, and how 
well each alternative meets the project’s purpose and need.  Missoula County has no 
requirement to provide more than one access to a subdivision. Existing roads (Gharret 
Street to 39th Street) currently provide a second access route out of the Miller Creek area. 
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Although the Gharret Street corridor was eliminated as an alternative early in the process 
because routing more traffic on a daily basis past the middle school and neighborhood 
was considered undesirable, this route could be utilized in the event of an emergency 
evacuation.   
 
After scoping for this EIS commenced, a new fire station was constructed (completed in 
March 2007) within the Miller Creek area. This new fire station greatly enhances fire and 
emergency response capability within the area. Missoula County was contacted regarding 
their Disaster Plan for evacuations. The plan contains broad information, such as which 
agencies are responsible for certain areas and which agencies have authority during an 
emergency/disaster, etc.  Detailed evacuation plans for areas like the Miller Creek area 
have not been prepared because of the difficulty involved in planning for every type of 
emergency or disaster. There are several areas in Missoula with a similar situation as the 
Miller Creek area – that of an isolated residential area that backs up to open space with 
one primary access road.  
 
Alternative 5A greatly improves traffic flow into and out of the Miller Creek area and 
adds additional travel lanes to Miller Creek Road improving emergency access.  
Compared to Alternatives 2B, 3B, and 4C, Alternative 5A would not include a new 
connection to US 93 and would not provide the same level of improved access for 
emergency service providers or for emergency evacuation of the area.  However, 
Alternative 5A would still result in improved access and meets the purpose and need of 
the project. 

 

Modifications Made to FEIS in Response to Need for Second Access for 
Emergencies 

In response to comments received regarding the need for a second access for emergencies, modifications 

were made to the FEIS in Tables ES-1 and ES-2, and sections 1.8 and 4.4.7. 

 
 

F. Issue: Old US 93 and Adjacent Intersections – Traffic and Design 
(45 comments received) 

Topics under this issue include: 

• Why Old US 93 is Key to Solving Traffic Issues 

• Intersection Operations with No-Action Alternative 

• Signal Synchronization 

• FEIS Design Revisions Along Old US 93 to Avoid and Minimize Impacts 

• Access Issues-Missoula Country Club, Businesses, Post Siding Road 

• Economic Impacts to Businesses 

• Why Not Turn Old US 93 into a Two-Lane One-Way Southbound Road Funneling 
Traffic Off of Reserve Street?  

 
This sections responds to comments received that asked why Old US 93 is included with all of the build 
alternatives, questioned how the Preferred Alternative would improve traffic flow, had concerns about 
adding a traffic signal on Reserve Street, and asked about signal synchronization and how it works.  Also, 
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comments were received stating that the Preferred Alternative would increase traffic on Old US 93, 
creating access and economic impacts to businesses. 
 
Also, several comments were received regarding impacts that widening Old US 93 would have on the 
Missoula Country Club. 
 

Why Old US 93 is Key to Solving Traffic Issues 

The project roadway system has three primary intersections. The three intersections of 
Reserve Street and Old US 93, Reserve Street and US 93 (Brooks Street), and US 93 
(Brooks Street) and Miller Creek Road are in close proximity to one another. By splitting 
the traffic flows between US 93 and Old US 93 the roadway system will operate more 
efficiently and reduce intersection queuing and delay, ultimately reducing travel times 
both near-term and within the 20-year design horizon. By creating an integrated signal 
system between the three intersections and removing/reducing signal green times of 
redundant movements between these intersections, traffic can flow through the system 
more efficiently. 
 
The need for improved traffic flow on the section of the US 93/Old US 93 corridor 
between Miller Creek Road and Reserve Street is predicated on year 2025 forecasts of 
substantial traffic growth on the major roadways serving this area, including US 93, 
Reserve Street, Old US 93, and Miller Creek Road, and the limited capacity of the current 
roadway system to accommodate the forecasted traffic. Approximately 50 percent of the 
traffic heading toward Missoula from the Bitterroot Valley and from the Miller Creek 
area is destined northbound along Reserve Street in the morning peak hour (AM peak) 
and conversely returning southbound along Reserve Street during the afternoon peak 
hour (PM peak).  This primary northbound AM peak and southbound PM peak travel 
flow would be accommodated under all of the build alternatives by providing additional 
capacity for northbound and southbound traffic on Old US 93 and on Reserve Street 
between US 93 and Old US 93, thereby relieving the bottleneck at the intersections of US 
93 (Brooks Street)/Miller Creek Road and US 93 (Brooks Street)/Reserve Street, and 
resulting in overall improved traffic operations along study area roadways.   
 
Traffic flow along all study area roadways (US 93, Miller Creek Road, Reserve Street, 
Old US 93) would be improved by adding capacity to Old US 93 with an additional 
northbound travel lane, additional intersection approach lanes for the major travel 
movements, a new signal at Reserve Street with coordinated (synchronized) signal timing 
and progression at the three signalized intersections of US 93/Old US 93/Miller Creek 
Road, US 93 (Brooks/Reserve), and Reserve/Old US 93. This includes the replacement of 
the low-volume northbound left-turn movement from Reserve Street to Old US 93 with 
additional lane capacity on the southbound Reserve Street approach to US 93. These 
improvements would result in more even traffic distribution between US 93 and Old US 
93. This more even split of traffic between the parallel facilities would allow the roadway 
system to operate more efficiently and reduce intersection queuing and travel delay 
through the frequently congested section of US 93 through the project area.  
 

Intersection Operations with No-Action Alternative 

Under the No-Action Alternative, no construction improvements would occur on Old US 
93. However, as discussed in Section 4.4 of the EIS, traffic along Old US 93 is expected 
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to more than double between 2005 and 2025. The Old US 93 link between US 93 and 
Reserve Street is approximately 3,500 feet in length. In the AM, queues in the 
southbound direction at US 93 are approximately 300 feet, while queues in the 
northeastbound direction at Reserve Street are approximately 3,500 feet. During the PM, 
the queues in the southbound direction at US 93 are approximately 3,350 feet, while 
queues in the northeastbound direction at Reserve Street are approximately 2,625 feet.  
Under the No-Action Alternative, the critical travel movements and overall operations at 
intersections on US 93 in the project area for year 2025 AM and PM peak hour are 
expected to deteriorate to failed conditions. Intersection operation failure is defined as 
lengthy delays resulting in long vehicle queues where the street system is totally saturated 
with traffic and movement is very difficult. (See Section 4.4.1.1 of the EIS.) 
 

Signal Synchronization 

Traffic signal synchronization provides coordination and timing of groups of traffic 
signals along a road, which improves traffic flow with minimal stops. The goal of 
synchronization is to get the greatest number of vehicles through multiple intersections 
with the fewest stops. The two closely-spaced signals along Reserve Street at US 93 and 
at Old US 93 would operate as an integrated signal system.  The new signal at Old US 93 
and Reserve will be synchronized with the existing signal at US 93 and Reserve.  
 
In general terms, signal synchronization functions as follows: For example, a motorist is 
stopped at a signalized intersection and traffic is also stopped at the signalized 
intersection ahead. The signal at the intersection ahead turns green and traffic starts 
moving through it. Then the motorist's intersection signal turns green and traffic moves 
through it and is also able to move through the intersection ahead because it still has a 
green light. This way traffic moves continuously through both intersections without 
stopping. Red light signal timing is also synchronized to prevent vehicle queues from 
blocking intersections. 
 
Coordinating the signals along Reserve Street at US 93 and Old US 93 in concert with the 
other proposed capacity improvements to Old US 93 would maximize utilization of the 
existing infrastructure by ensuring optimum travel speeds while reducing intersection 
delays. Signal synchronization on Reserve Street would be most efficient with the 
proposed improvements to Old US 93 due to the more balanced dispersion of traffic 
through these synchronized intersections that would occur with the additional capacity on 
Old US 93.  
 
Traffic signal coordination would reduce the number of stops, thereby reducing the crash 
potential at intersections.  Signal synchronization can also have a positive effect on air 
quality because moving vehicles produce fewer emissions in an area than vehicles idling 
in congested traffic conditions. 
 

FEIS Design Revisions Along Old US 93 to Avoid and Minimize Impacts 

Design of Old US 93 as Proposed in DEIS [Note: The FEIS modifies this 
design] 

All of the build alternatives include improvements to Old US 93 and the adjacent 
intersections (see Section 2.6.2.1 of the EIS).  Old US 93 would be widened to provide an 
additional northbound through travel lane and turning lanes at its intersection with 
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Reserve Street and US 93.  Widening Old US 93 would have some impact to adjacent 
properties.  Right-of-way would be required from the Missoula Country Club and the gas 
station/convenience store at the Old US 93 and US 93 intersection, and a construction 
easement would be needed from the Missoula Country Club and other businesses along 
Old US 93 for reconstruction of driveway entrances.   
 
The DEIS stated that 2.3 acres of land would be acquired from properties adjacent to Old 
US 93. No right-of-way or construction easement would be needed from the Larchmont 
Golf Course (Missoula County Municipal Golf Course). The typical section of Old US 93 
as proposed in the DEIS is shown below: 
 

Old US 93 Typical Section (looking east toward Reserve 
Street) as Proposed in DEIS 

 
 
With the design proposed in the DEIS, construction would extend approximately 10 feet 
onto Missoula Country Club property in two areas.  These areas are located northeast of 
the current Missoula Country Club entrance adjacent to the eighth and ninth holes of the 
golf course.  The two areas where encroachments would occur are located from 
approximately 300 feet to 600 feet west of Post Siding Road and from approximately 
1,000 feet to 1,500 feet west of Post Siding Road.  Both of these areas are adjacent to a 
golf course storage area and do not impact the eighth or ninth holes, fairways, or tee 
boxes.  
 
During final design some additional right-of-way or construction easement may be 
deemed necessary.  Final design means the level of detail necessary to finish the design 
and prepare for construction.   According to the Federal Highway Administration 
(FHWA) National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) implementing regulations 23 Code 
of Federal Regulations (CFR) 771.113(a), Timing of Administration Activities, final 
design activities cannot proceed until the FEIS has been approved and available for the 
prescribed period of time and a Record of Decision has been signed.  A ground survey 
has not been performed for this project. Instead, aerial photography and mapping were 
used for conceptual design. 
 
Modified Design of Old US 93 in FEIS to Avoid and Minimize Impacts 

Based on public concerns regarding impacts to the Missoula Country Club, the Old US 
93 typical section was revised to minimize impacts to the Missoula Country Club. The 
revised design for Old US 93 is described below and in Section ES.2, page ES-3, and 
Section 2.6.2.1, page 2-20 of this FEIS. These revisions to the Old US 93 proposed 
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typical section meet City of Missoula Standards and reduce impacts to properties adjacent 
to Old US 93 compared to the design proposed in the DEIS.  
 
The modified typical section for Old US 93 eliminates the proposed drainage ditch and 
eight-foot shoulder and replaces it with an underground stormwater system with curb and 
gutter and a five-foot bicycle lane. The five-foot bicycle lane would replace the existing 
shoulder that may be used currently as a bicycle lane. Three-foot-high retaining walls are 
anticipated to be used behind the curb to further reduce right-of-way impacts, but the 
actual need for, and location of the retaining walls will be determined during final design. 
These revisions to the proposed typical section would reduce the impacts to the Missoula 
Country Club.  
 
The revised construction footprint would result in the following impacts to the Missoula 
Country Club property: 

• From the existing driveway entrance along the southwest property line toward 
US 93, approximately 30 feet of right-of-way would be acquired from the 
Country Club in order to accommodate the additional turning lanes at the Old US 
93 and US 93 intersection. The area impacted is the landscaped area adjacent to 
the parking lot and entrance road. No impacts would occur to the parking lot.  

• The existing entrance road to the Country Club would remain in its current 
location but would be shortened by approximately 30 feet to match the new Old 
US 93 edge of pavement. 

• The only holes in the vicinity of Old US 93 are holes 8 and 9. The only impact 
that would occur to the Country Club along the southern property line east of the 
entrance road in the area of holes 8 and 9 fairway and rough is to portions of the 
vegetative hedge or gravel maintenance area. In order to accommodate the wider 
Old US 93 typical section, an area of right-of-way approximately 250 feet long 
by five feet wide would be acquired as permanent right-of-way. No impacts to 
the 8th and 9th holes, fairways, or trees along the fairways would occur. 

• For the remainder of the property line to Post Siding Road, all permanent 
improvements would remain within the existing highway right-of-way. However, 
to provide access for construction of the improvements, a five- to ten-foot 
temporary construction easement may be needed from the Missoula Country 
Club. It is not anticipated that use of the golf course would be limited by the 
construction easement. The temporary construction easement would be defined 
during final design and coordinated between the property owner and the project 
owner. 

This modified design of Old US 93 in the FEIS reduces the estimated right-of-way 
impacts along Old US 93 from 2.3 acres (as stated in the DEIS) to approximately 1.0 
acre, of which 0.2 acre represents impacts to the Missoula Country Club.  The following 
graphic presents the revised typical section for Old US 93: 
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Old US 93 Typical Section (looking east toward Reserve 
Street) Modified in the FEIS 

 

*Northern Right-of-Way line is Missoula Country Club and Larchmont Golf Course property lines.
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This revised Old US 93 typical section (see Section 2.6.2.1 in the EIS) meets City of 
Missoula Standards and reduces impacts to properties adjacent to Old US 93 compared to 
the design shown in the DEIS.  Although the revised design minimizes right-of-way and 
construction easement impacts, it will require additional walls and installation of an 
underground stormwater system.  
 
Mapping and aerial photography show that the existing Missoula Country Club fence lies 
on the Old US 93 right-of-way line.  Aerial photography also indicates that the hedge is 
located within the Old US 93 right-of-way.  Where new right-of-way or a construction 
easement is needed on Missoula Country Club property for completing improvements 
and the fence or hedge is impacted, replacement fencing and landscaping would be 
provided by the project.  Where existing fence and hedge is located on Old US 93 right-
of-way and is impacted but right-of-way and construction easement are not needed, 
replacement fence and landscaping would be the responsibility of the Missoula Country 
Club.  Approximate impacts to the Missoula Country Club are presented in the following 
figure: 
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Impacts to Missoula Country Club Associated with Modified Old US 93 Design 

 

 
 
In the DEIS, it was proposed that the left-turn movement from Old US 93 to US 93 be 
eliminated for Alternative 5A. In response to public comments, the project team re-
evaluated maintaining the left-turn movement from Old US 93 to US 93.  However, MDT 
expressed concerns regarding the operations of the intersection if the left-turn movement 
was maintained. It was determined that the left-turn movement could be maintained 
during non-peak hours; however, it may need to be restricted in the future depending on 
intersection operations. While the exclusive left-turn lane is provided in other build 
alternatives (2B, 3B, and 4C), this left-turn movement under Alternative 5A is designed 
to occur as a shared left/through traffic lane during non-peak hours. This condition would 
result in increased delay for through traffic on Old US 93 destined to the Miller Creek 
area as drivers wait for left-turn movements to occur. The difference between Alternative 
5A and the No-Action Alternative is that Alternative 5A would provide additional 
capacity in the form of an adjacent southbound through lane into the Miller Creek area, 
whereas the shared left/through lane provides the only through movement capacity under 
the No-Action Alternative.  
 
With projected traffic increases, it will eventually be necessary to further increase or 
provide more efficient use of the available capacity of the Old US 93/Miller Creek 
Road/US 93 intersection. Increasing the capacity using available approach lanes would 
require a longer signal cycle length, beyond what may be acceptable to most drivers and 
to affected jurisdictions. Alternatively, it is possible to maximize the available capacity 
by removing an underutilized turn movement from the intersection. The left-turn lane 
from Old US 93 to US 93 has a low volume during peak and off-peak periods compared 
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to other movements. Complete restriction of this left-turn movement may be warranted in 
the future at the discretion of the Montana Department of Transportation (MDT), who has 
jurisdiction of US 93. 
 

Access Issues-Missoula Country Club, Businesses, Post Siding Road 

Whether or not improvements are made to Old US 93, traffic is expected to more than 
double along Old US 93 between 2005 and 2025 (see Section 4.4.1.1 of the EIS).  If 
improvements to the Miller Creek area system (Old US 93, Miller Creek Road, Reserve 
Street, and US 93) are not made, the system is expected to fail.  Under the No-Action 
Alternative, lengthy delays and long queues are expected as the street system becomes 
saturated with traffic and movement becomes very difficult.  Congested conditions on 
Old US 93 without capacity improvements, including left-turn provisions, would make 

access to and from adjacent businesses and Post Siding Road difficult.  The Old US 93 
link between US 93 and Reserve Street is approximately 3,500 feet in length. In 
the AM, queues in the southbound direction at US 93 are approximately 300 feet, 
while queues in the northeastbound direction at Reserve Street are approximately 
3,500 feet. During the PM, the queues in the southbound direction at US 93 are 
approximately 3,350 feet, while queues in the northeastbound direction at Reserve 
Street are approximately 2,625 feet.   
 
Under all of the build alternatives, traffic operations for the major traffic movements 
would be improved over the No-Action Alternative. Traffic queues along Old US 93 
under Alternative 5A are expected to be as follows: 
 
AM Peak Period 

• Old US 93 and Reserve Street: At the intersection of Old US 93 and Reserve 
Street, the northbound queue would extend approximately 400 feet from the 
intersection during the AM Peak period. This queue would impede access to 
business driveways near the Old US 93 and Reserve Street intersection. 

• US 93/Miller Creek Road/Old US 93: At the intersection of US 93/Miller Creek 
Road/Old US 93, the southbound queue would extend approximately 300 feet 
along Old US 93 during the AM Peak period. The queue would end short of the 
Missoula Country Club entrance that is located 400 feet north of US 93. 

 
PM Peak Period 

• Old US 93 and Reserve Street: At the intersection of Old US 93 and Reserve 
Street, the southbound queue would extend approximately 400 feet along 
Reserve Street during the PM peak period. 

• US 93/Miller Creek Road/Old US 93: At the intersection of US 93/Miller Creek 
Road/Old US 93, the southbound queue would extend approximately 600 feet 
north along Old US 93 during the PM Peak period. This queue would impede 
access to the Missoula Country Club golf course. 

 
Under all of the build alternatives, access to adjacent businesses would be maintained.  
Southbound drivers attempting to access businesses along Old US 93 and northbound 
drivers turning into the Missoula Country Club and onto Post Siding Road would be 
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accommodated with a protected left-turn lane.  Right-turn access onto Old US 93 from 
adjacent businesses would improve due to the addition of a second northbound travel lane 
on Old US 93 that would disperse traffic queues compared to the No-Action condition. 
Left turns onto Old US 93 from adjacent businesses and left turns onto Old US 93 from 
the Missoula Country Club and from Post Siding Road would become increasingly 
difficult due to increased traffic under all alternatives.  Additionally, left turns onto Old 
US 93 from adjacent businesses would be difficult due to the additional northbound 
travel lane. However, it is expected that the new signal at the intersection of Reserve 
Street and Old US 93 would create gaps in southbound traffic that would allow this left-
turn access. It is recognized that bicyclists and pedestrians may have out-of-direction 
travel by using the Old US 93/Reserve Street signal. 
 

Economic Impacts to Businesses 

The businesses between US 93 and Old US 93 currently have dual visibility and access 
via these two roadways. With the build alternatives, Old US 93 will be 15 to 20 feet 
closer to the existing businesses. Because the Old US 93 roadway improvements occur 
within the existing right-of-way, the proposed design does not require additional right-of-
way from the businesses, with the exception of one business at the extreme southeast side 
of the proposed improvement. However, the build alternatives would eliminate parking 
that is occurring within the existing Old US 93 right-of-way.  Any short-term economic 
impacts that might occur during construction would be off-set by reduced congestion 
along Old US 93 and US 93 associated with Alternative 5A (Preferred Alternative).  See 
Section 4.4 of the EIS. 

 

Why Not Turn Old US 93 into a Two-Lane One-Way Southbound Road 
Funneling Traffic Off of Reserve Street?  

This idea would work well in the PM but would greatly exacerbate traffic conditions in 
the AM peak period when high levels of traffic are heading northbound (eastbound) 
along US 93 and out of Miller Creek towards downtown Missoula.  Without 
improvements to Old US 93 in the northbound (eastbound) direction, all of the traffic 
would be required to use US 93 between Miller Creek and Reserve Street.  Similar to the 
No-Action Alternative, this would result in saturated conditions with extensive queuing 
throughout the study area. Additionally, this would require out-of-direction travel for 
patrons wanting to access businesses along Old US 93, as well as changing the access and 
circulation for businesses located between Old US 93 and US 93 (west of Reserve 
Street). 

 

Modifications Made to FEIS in Response to Old US 93 and Adjacent Intersections 
– Traffic and Design Comments 

In response to comments received regarding Old US 93 and adjacent intersections, modifications were 

made to the FEIS in sections ES.2, 1.4.1, 2.6.2, 4.4.1.1, 4.4.1.2, 4.4.2, 4.4.3, 4.5.2, 4.5.9, 4.6.2, 4.9.2, 

4.17.2, 4.17.9, and 4.18.2, and Figures 2-5, 2-6, 2-18, and 4-7.. 
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G. Issue:  Missoula Country Club (MCC) (65 comments received) 

Topics under this issue include: 

• Missoula Country Club Golf Course Holes Eight and Nine, Landscaping 

• Missoula Country Club Access During Construction 

• Construction Easement 

• Noise and Visual 

• Air Quality 

• Historical Property Status 

• Liability for Errant Golf Balls 
 
Many comments were received regarding impacts to the Missoula Country Club that would result from 
the widening of Old US 93.  Members of the public thought there would be more impacts to the Missoula 
Country Club than were presented in the DEIS, including right-of-way, noise and visual, air quality, and 
construction impacts. Some comments stated that the Missoula Country Club was a historic property and 
that was not addressed in the DEIS. 
 
Old US 93 traffic and design issues are discussed in the previous Issue F.  Also, for details regarding 
right-of-way impacts and access to and from the Missoula Country Club, refer to Issue F.   

 

Missoula Country Club Golf Course Holes Eight and Nine and Landscaping 

Golf course holes eight and nine and the eighth and ninth hole tee boxes or fairways 
would not be impacted with the Old US 93 improvements as proposed in the DEIS or in 
the FEIS revised design. The greens, holes, tee boxes, or fairways were never proposed to 
be impacted.    The only impact that would occur to the Country Club along the southern 
property line east of the entrance road in the area of holes eight and nine fairway and 
rough is to portions of the vegetative hedge or gravel maintenance area. In order to 
accommodate the wider Old US 93 typical section, an area of right-of-way approximately 
250 feet long by five feet wide would be acquired as permanent right-of-way. No impacts 
to the eighth and ninth holes, fairways, or trees along the fairways would occur. The 
vegetative hedge will be preserved where possible. Where the vegetative hedge is 
impacted on Missoula Country Club property, replacement vegetation will be coordinated 
with the property owner during final design. Where vegetation exists within the highway 
right-of-way, the vegetation will be maintained where feasible and practicable.  
 
From the existing driveway entrance along the southwest property line toward US 93, 
approximately 30 feet of right-of-way would be acquired from the Country Club in order 
to accommodate the additional turning lanes at the Old US 93 and US 93 intersection. 
The area impacted is the landscaped area adjacent to the parking lot and entrance road. 
No impacts would occur to the parking lot. The existing entrance road would remain in 
its current location but would be shortened by approximately 30 feet to match the new 
Old US 93 edge of pavement. A graphic depicting impacts to the Missoula Country Club 
associated with the modified Old US 93 Design can be found in Issue F.   
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Missoula Country Club Access During Construction 

Access to and from the Missoula Country Club and Old US 93 after construction is 
discussed in Issue F.   
 
As stated in Section 4.6.9 of the EIS, traffic will be actively managed by the contractor 
during construction.  The public can expect public outreach efforts, such as public service 
announcements and signs, to educate the public about what to expect during 
construction.  Although delays can be expected, access to and from the golf course 
property will be maintained. 
 
Design and construction of any improvements along Old US 93 would include 
appropriate signage to alert drivers on Old US 93. Such signage could likely include a 
“Do Not Block Driveway” sign on Old US 93 to alert southbound (westbound) drivers of 
the need to maintain access to the Missoula Country Club driveway. A traffic 
management plan may be needed if large events like tournaments are expected to start or 
end during rush hour. This is true of all build alternatives. 
 
Final design activities will include details for modified driveways and entrances to 
properties affected by construction.  The details for a modified entrance to the Missoula 
Country Club would consider delivery truck-sized vehicles and include turning radii that 
would accommodate such a vehicle. 
 

Construction Easement 

A temporary construction easement may be necessary because the implementation of 
Alternative 5A (Preferred Alternative) would temporarily disturb land on the Missoula 
Country Club due to construction of a retaining wall(s). A temporary construction 
easement would allow construction access onto the Missoula Country Club property for a 
specific time and use. The property owner retains ownership and use of the property and 
may be compensated depending on the terms of the easement agreement. No permanent 
structure (wall or fence) would be located within the easement boundaries. It is not 
anticipated that use of the golf course would be limited by the construction easement.  
The temporary construction easement would be defined during final design and 
coordinated between the property owner and project owner.  
 

Noise and Visual 

Comments were received stating that the Missoula Country Club would experience more 
noise and visual impacts than those presented in the DEIS, that a noise measurement 
should have been taken at the Missoula Country Club, and an incorrect Activity Category 
“C” (which is for developed land, commercial area) was used to assess noise impacts for 
the Missoula Country Club. 
 
The noise and air quality analysis followed standard FHWA and US EPA guidance for 
analysis methods. The Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) Traffic Noise Model 
(TNM) was used to predict noise impacts, including impacts at the Missoula Country 
Club. The sound levels predicted at the Missoula Country Club are below the 66 dBA 
noise mitigation criteria, therefore, the Preferred Alternative would not result in noise 
impacts to the Missoula Country Club.  Please refer to EIS Sections 4.8.2, 4.8.6, and 
4.17.7 for more information.   
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For purposes of a noise impact analysis, the land use for the Missoula Country Club is 
described in the EIS as a privately-owned golf course of 104 acres.  The Activity 
Category used to assess noise impacts to the Missoula Country Club was Activity 
Category “B” (“picnic areas, recreation areas, playgrounds, active sports areas, parks, 
residences, motels, hotels, schools, churches, libraries, and hospitals”), not Activity 
Category “C” (developed lands, commercial areas). 
 
The site along Old US 93 where noise measurements were taken (Noise Measurement 
Site 9 shown on Table 3-20 and Figure 3-16 in the EIS) is a commercial area (Activity 
Category C) across the street and to the east of the Missoula Country Club. The 
measurement was used to validate the Traffic Noise Model (TNM). Measurements do not 
need to be taken at all sites because the model allows the reasonable prediction of 
impacts at non-measurement locations. Noise levels for the Missoula Country Club were 
predicted at location MCR-R3, shown on Figure 4-7 of the DEIS (and Figure 4-8 of the 
FEIS). The location is east of the club house at the Missoula Country Club. Although 
Noise Measurement Site 9 is an Activity Category “C,” the noise impact criteria used to 
evaluate impacts at the Country Club was a Category “B” “recreation area” level of 66 
dBA. Noise levels at the Missoula Country Club for all project alternatives are predicted 
to be below the noise impact criteria. 
 
Regarding the Hedge Serving as a Noise Barrier 
Although a hedge can provide a visual barrier, vegetation must be very thick (typically on 
the order of 50 to 100 feet) and dense to obtain a noticeable noise reduction.  A chain-link 
fence does not reduce sound levels. Where the vegetative hedge is impacted on Missoula 
Country Club property, replacement vegetation will be coordinated with the property 
owner during final design and construction. Where vegetation exists on public property, 
the vegetation will be maintained where feasible and practicable. No noise or visual 
mitigation was determined necessary. 
 

Air Quality 

Air quality impacts to the Missoula Country Club for all build alternatives were evaluated 
using standard methods, as discussed in Sections 3.7 and 4.7 of the EIS, and no air 
quality impacts were identified for any of the alternatives. High concentrations of carbon 
monoxide typically occur during winter inversion weather conditions and near heavily 
congested intersections controlled by traffic signals. The air quality analysis did not show 
air quality impacts at the worst performing intersections within the carbon monoxide non-
attainment area including the intersection of Old US 93/ US 93/Miller Creek Road. 
Future year (2011 and 2025) carbon monoxide concentrations were shown to be 
substantially lower than existing levels at the worst intersections in the non-attainment 
area. This pattern of decreased levels results from lower emissions from vehicles and 
should occur throughout the project area. 
 

Historical Property Status 

As discussed in Section 3.15 and 4.15 of the EIS, an assessment of cultural resource sites 
in the study area was conducted as part of the Section 106 and Section 4(f) historical 
properties analysis.  The Missoula Country Club is not eligible for listing on the National 
Register of Historic Places (NRHP) due to loss of integrity as a result of modifications 
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made over the years. The State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) concurred with that 
finding in the EIS. Refer to the Cultural Resources Report, HRA, 2003 and Addendum to 

Cultural Resources Report, 2004 (listed on second page of Appendix C of the EIS) for a 
complete description of the Missoula Country Club historical status and findings.   
 
Section 4(f) of the United States Department of Transportation (USDOT) Act of 1966, as 
amended, and codified in 49 United States Code (USC) Section 303, declares that “[i]t is 
the policy of the United States Government that special effort should be made to preserve 
the natural beauty of the countryside and public park and recreation lands, wildlife and 
waterfowl refuges, and historic sites.” In accordance with the FHWA regulations, Section 
4(f) requirements are applicable only to significant historic resources (i.e., those sites 
listed on or eligible for listing on the National Register of Historic Places, or sites 
otherwise determined significant by the FHWA Administrator [23 CFR Section 
771.135(e) and FHWA Section 4(f) Policy Paper]. 
 
The Missoula Country Club’s non-Section 4(f) status is supported by the fact that it is not 
eligible for, or listed on, the NRHP (see Section 3.15 of the EIS) and that it is privately-
owned and, therefore, is not a public recreation area (see Section 3.18.1 of the EIS). 
Based on the Revised FHWA Section 4(f) Policy Paper (March 2, 2005) Question 11A, 
the definition of applicability of Section 4(f) to golf courses has to do with ownership. 
The Missoula Country Club is a privately owned course and club for use of members 
only. It is not open for public use. Since Missoula Country Club is owned, operated, and 
managed by the private membership, it is considered private, even if it is occasionally 
open to public use for a charity or social event. 
 

Liability for Errant Golf Balls 

Liability for errant golf balls will remain as it is currently. 
 

Modifications Made to FEIS in Response to Missoula Country Club Comments 

In response to comments received regarding the Missoula Country Club, modifications were made to the 

FEIS in sections ES.3, 2.6.2, 3.3.5, 3.15, 3.18.4, 4.3.2, 4.4.2.2, 4.5.2, 4.5.9, 4.6.2, 4.8.2, 4.17.2, 4.17.9, 

4.18, and 4.19.2.4, and Tables ES-1 and 4-37, and Figure 4-7. 

 
 

H. Issue: Miller Creek Road Issues (13 comments received) 

Topics under this issue include: 

• No-Action Improvements and Traffic Operations 

• Action Alternative Improvements and Traffic Operations 

• Cut-Through Traffic/Briggs Street/Signal Improvements 
 
Comments were received that voiced concern about impacts to Miller Creek Road, including increased 
traffic, increased cut-through traffic, proposed design and traffic signal for the north “Y” intersection, 
impacts to private property, desire for bike lanes, and Wal-Mart plans and access. 
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No-Action Improvements and Traffic Operations 

Improvements to Miller Creek Road by the City, County, and/or developers are 
anticipated under the No-Action Alternative.  See Section 2.6.1 of the EIS for a complete 
description.  These improvements include an additional northbound through travel lane 
on Miller Creek Road, a new signal at the Briggs and Miller Creek Road intersection, 
realignment of the Upper Miller Creek Road and Lower Miller Creek Road intersection, 
left-turn lanes at intersections, and paved shoulders and sidewalks.  Some additional 
vehicular capacity would be provided by these improvements, but they would not be 
adequate to accommodate forecasted traffic volumes.  In addition, Wal-Mart 
improvements or access changes may result in increased volumes on Briggs. Compared 
to 2003 average daily traffic (ADT) traffic volumes, traffic on Miller Creek Road is 
expected to double by 2025 under the No-Action Alternative primarily due to the planned 
build-out of the Miller Creek area.  The ADT on Miller Creek Road between US 93 and 
Briggs Street is expected to increase by approximately 117 percent of the existing daily 
volume, and the ADT on Miller Creek Road between Briggs and the north “Y” 
intersection is expected to increase by approximately 99 percent.  See Section 4.4.1.1 of 
the EIS.   

 

Build Alternative Improvements and Traffic Operations 

To address 2025 forecasted traffic volumes and improve traffic operations, all build 
alternatives include improvements to increase the vehicular capacity of Miller Creek 
Road and project area intersections.  These improvements include the addition of a 
northbound through travel lane on Miller Creek Road for the Bridge Alternatives (2B, 
3B, and 4C) and an additional northbound and southbound through travel lane for 
Alternative 5A.  For all build alternatives, new traffic signals are included at the Miller 
Creek Road and Briggs intersection and at the north “Y” intersection, which were 
assumed to be constructed as part of the local improvements assumed in the No-Action 
Alternative. Turning lanes would be added at the US 93 and Miller Creek Road 
intersection, the Briggs and Miller Creek Road intersection, and the north “Y” 
intersection.  All left-turn lanes at the Miller Creek Road/US 93 intersection are dedicated 
left-turn lanes with associated left-turn signal arrows, with the exception of Old US 93 
left turn to US 93, which would not have a dedicated left-turn lane but rather a 
combination left-turn/through lane. See Section 2.6.2 of the EIS. 

 

Cut-Through Traffic/Briggs Street/Signal Improvements 

Regardless of the alternative selected, traffic in the Miller Creek area is predicted to grow 
substantially over the next 20 years, and traffic by the Cold Springs Elementary School is 
going to increase whether or not improvements are made to the Miller Creek Road 
system.  Traffic volumes on Briggs Street east of Miller Creek Road are expected to 
increase by 148 percent between 2003 and 2025 for the No-Action Alternative.  For all 
build alternatives, there would be a small reduction in traffic past the school over the No-
Action Alternative due to the proposed increased capacity on Miller Creek Road. 
 
A signal at the intersection of Miller Creek Road and Briggs Street is warranted and is 
included under all of the alternatives, including the No-Action Alternative. While no 
“risk analysis” on Briggs or other roads was required or completed, the travel forecasts 
for Briggs revealed that the No-Action Alternative would result in the highest traffic 
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volumes on Briggs and Gharrett due to congested and constrained conditions on Miller 
Creek Road. 
 
Regardless of the build alternative, signals will encourage cut-through traffic; however, 
the Preferred Alternative improves traffic movements during the AM and PM peak so 
that cut-through traffic is reduced when compared to the No-Action Alternative.  All of 
the build alternatives would reduce the number of neighborhood cut-through trips on 
Briggs, Gharrett, and 39th Streets to and from the Miller Creek area compared to the No-
Action Alternative by providing increased capacity on Miller Creek Road as the primary 
access route that will move traffic more efficiently into and out of the Miller Creek area.   
 
Under the build alternatives, 2025 forecasted traffic volumes are expected to be reduced 
on Briggs and Gharrett when compared to the No-Action Alternative (see Table 4-4 of 
the EIS.)  On Briggs, volumes would be reduced between 10 percent and 18 percent, and 
on Gharrett south of 39th Street volumes would be reduced between 3 percent and 12 
percent, depending on the alternative.  For Alternative 5A (the Preferred Alternative), the 
forecasted traffic volumes on Briggs and Gharrett would be expected to be reduced by 12 
percent and 11 percent, respectively.  This reduction in traffic volumes is expected to 
improve conditions over the No-Action Alternative, resulting in less traffic on Briggs and 
Gharrett. 
 
North “Y” Intersection (Upper Miller Creek Road at Lower Miller Creek 
Road) 

Currently, northbound traffic turning left onto Miller Creek Road from Lower Miller 
Creek Road experiences delays during AM and PM peaks.  This back up is a recognized 
concern.  All of the alternatives, including the No-Action Alternative, include 
improvements to the north “Y” intersection that will facilitate more efficient traffic 
movements. 
 
It is assumed that the “Y” intersection will be reconfigured and a signal installed as part 
of the locally-funded city and county improvements in the No-Action Alternative. Under 
the build alternatives, the intersection of Upper and Lower Miller Creek roads would 
include turning lanes.  To accommodate forecasted traffic volumes, there would be two 
northbound through travel lanes on Miller Creek Road north of the north “Y” 
intersection.  Traffic traveling northbound on Upper Miller Creek Road to Miller Creek 
Road would be accommodated in a dedicated "bypass" lane and would not be required to 
stop at the signal. To eliminate conflicts between travel movements, this northbound 
through lane would be separated from the adjacent northbound left turn lane by a raised 
curb barrier that would extend through the intersection. According to traffic modeling, 
this signalized intersection would function sufficiently during 2025 peak travel periods 
with forecasted traffic volumes. 
 
The proposed improvements for the “Y” intersection of Upper and Lower Miller Creek 
roads include flattening of the grade on both Upper Miller Creek Road and Lower Miller 
Creek Road as they approach the intersection.  The existing grade of Upper Miller Creek 
Road at the intersection is approximately 12 percent and the proposed new grade would 
be 8 percent.  The existing grade of Lower Miller Creek Road at the intersection is 
approximately 6 percent and the proposed new grade would be 4 percent. 
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None of the potential solutions reviewed during the alternatives development and 
analysis process were found to be as feasible as the intersection configuration shown in 
the EIS (Figure 2-10). 
 
Private Property Impacts 

Landowners affected by the project would be entitled to receive compensation for any 
land or building acquired and any damages to remaining land caused by highway 
construction, as discussed in Section 4.5.9 of the EIS.  Wells, septic systems, fences, 
landscaping, and other improvements located on private property and impacted by the 
project would be replaced or compensation made to the landowner. These details are 
negotiated after final design is completed. 
 
Costs for these impacts have been considered in the estimated costs for the project.  
Contingency items were included in the estimate to cover any of these impacts that would 
arise during final design. 
 
Wal-Mart Coordination 

Forecasted 2025 traffic volumes included in the EIS considered increases in traffic 
volumes associated with the proposed Super Wal-Mart development.  The Missoula 
Office of Planning and Grants (OPG) should be contacted for the status of the 
development plans regarding the proposed Wal-Mart expansion.  
 
For all build alternatives, the proposed improvements to Miller Creek Road include a 
slightly modified access to Wal-Mart, rather than a new access.  The existing access is 
proposed to be relocated approximately 100 feet away from the Miller Creek Road and 
US 93 intersection to better accommodate proposed turning lanes and the intersection.  
Additionally, it is recommended that turn movements from this relocated access be 
restricted to right-in/right-out only.   
 
Other access changes, such as eliminating access from Wal-Mart to Miller Creek Road or 
adding an access from Wal-Mart to Briggs, would be part of the proposed Super Wal-
Mart development and not a part of this project. 
 
Bike Lanes 

Under all the build alternatives, bike lanes would be included on Miller Creek Road.  
However, bike lanes are not included on Upper and Lower Miller Creek Road south of 
the north “Y” intersection. Those improvements would be the responsibility of local 
jurisdictions concurrent with other roadway improvements. 
 

Modifications Made to FEIS in Response to Miller Creek Road Issues Comments 

In response to comments received about Miller Creek Road issues, modifications were made to the FEIS 

in Sections 2.6.2.2, 2.6.2.6, 4.4.1.6, 4.4.2.2, 4.4.3.2, and 4.6.7, and Table ES-1 and Figure 2-7. 
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I. Issue: Traffic Forecasting (63 comments received) 

Topics under this issue include: 

• Traffic Forecasting Methodology 

• 2025 Average Daily Traffic Volumes 

• 2025 Peak Hour Major Intersection Volumes 

• Clarification of Traffic Forecasts in the EIS 
 
Several comments were received that questioned the traffic forecasts developed for the project, that 
projected traffic volumes were too low, and that the Preferred Alternative would not solve traffic and 
access problems. 

 
Traffic Forecasting Methodology 

Travel forecasting methodology is described in the Miller Creek Road Transportation 

Analysis Technical Report (as amended March 2006). Traffic forecasting is based in part 
on vehicle trips generated by land use, for example residential or commercial land use. 
Methods for calculating and allocating the number of vehicle trips generated for a given 
land use are provided in the Institute of Transportation Engineers (ITE) Trip Generation 
manual.  
 
The travel forecasting methodology focuses on daily and peak hour vehicle trips. As a 
base for the Miller Creek area, the existing average daily traffic on Miller Creek Road of 
12,000 vehicle trips per day is based on the 2004 MUTP update (see Figure 3-6 of the 
EIS). Anticipated growth in the area includes 1,380 new single-family residential 
dwelling units, expansion of the existing Wal-Mart, and likely, other smaller generating 
commercial land uses.  
 
According to the ITE Trip Generation manual, a single-family detached home is expected 
to generate 9.57 daily vehicle trips. Therefore 1,380 dwelling units (at 9.57 vehicle trips 
per dwelling unit per day) is equivalent to 13,200 new vehicle trips per day. The traffic 
impact study was reviewed for the proposed Wal-Mart expansion. The report identifies 
approximately 630 additional daily vehicle trips along Miller Creek Road between Briggs 
Street and US 93. The 13,200 vehicles/day (dwelling units) and 630 vehicles/day (Wal-
Mart expansion) were added to the existing 12,000 average daily traffic to arrive at 
25,830. The EIS shows 26,000 vehicles/day in Table 3-9; the difference can be attributed 
to additional traffic generated by more intense commercial development served by Miller 
Creek Road located directly south of US 93 that was also not factored into the Miller 
Creek Road average daily traffic (ADT) forecast shown in the 2004 Missoula Urban 
Transportation Plan (MUTP). Please refer to Section 3.4 and 4.4 of the EIS. While 
expansion and growth in the Bitterroot Valley are accounted for in the overall growth 
forecasts for US 93 that were utilized for the project, only planned development that is 
approved or reasonably foreseeable was accounted for. 
 

2025 Average Daily Traffic Volumes 

Year 2025 forecast ADT volumes presented in the 2004 Missoula Urban Transportation 

Plan Update (MUTP) were used to analyze project alternatives and to prepare the 
Transportation Analysis Technical Report, November 2004 and amended March 2006, 
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prepared by David Evans and Associates, Inc.  The future transportation system planning 
year for the MUTP is consistent with the 2025 forecast horizon year for the Miller Creek 
Road EIS and represents the 2025 “design” year for all of the Miller Creek Road EIS 
alternatives.  Several related factors warranted revision of project level 2025 forecast 
ADT volumes on US 93 south of Reserve Street to levels that are substantially greater 
than the 2025 ADT volumes presented in the MUTP. These factors include:  
 

• Current US 93 ADT volumes from the Montana Department of Transportation 
(MDT) that already approach forecasted 2025 ADT volumes in the MUTP;  

• Foreseeable population growth trends and development proposals in Ravalli 
County and in the Lolo area that exceed the demographic baseline forecasts 
utilized to prepare the MUTP; and  

• Forecast volumes displayed in the MUTP that were based on a desired regional 
constrained “smart growth” policy objective, which are not consistent with 
current land use and transportation trends based on accelerated recent and 
foreseeable growth. 

 
The revised 2025 forecast ADT volumes on US 93 at Buckhouse Bridge, south of the 
Miller Creek Road intersection, are based on the 2004 ADT count of 25,120 vehicles per 
day (vpd) [reported in Montana Department of Transportation (MDT) Count Program], 
and a proposed annual average growth rate based on ten-year historic ADT counts along 
US 93 at the Buckhouse Bridge between 1994 and 2004. The computed annual average 
growth rate for this ten-year period is 2.22 percent, and results in a 2025 forecasted ADT 
of 39,900 vpd on US 93 at the Buckhouse Bridge. This growth rate was applied to 
estimate 2025 traffic volumes along US 93.  
 
The MUTP and roadway capacity information provided by MDT were both used as 
references to assess the approximate daily capacity for this four-lane facility (including 
turn lanes at intersections). Estimated daily vehicle capacity for US 93 in the vicinity of 
Buckhouse Bridge could be 44,000 vpd, assuming LOS E operations for the existing 
facility. Estimated daily vehicle capacity represents a maximum finite capacity where 
extended vehicular delays occur when traffic flow is interrupted, such as at a signal, as 
experienced at Miller Creek Road and Reserve Street. The estimated daily vehicle 
capacity of the facility (approximately 44,000 vpd) when compared to the estimated 
forecast 2025 ADT (39,900 vpd) indicates that the applied growth rate is reasonable for a 
four-lane principal arterial, but would likely represent restricted flow conditions with 
regular delays during peak travel periods. The recommended projection for the Miller 
Creek and US 93 study analyses would suggest that peak period traffic may begin to 
divert to other facilities and spread to more hours to some extent due to restricted flow. 
This peak period diversion and spreading were accounted for in the related analysis of 
traffic distribution and peak hour factors. 
 
Revised future traffic distribution throughout the Miller Creek analysis area was 
developed through a multiple step process that took into account several elements, 
including travel demand model distribution patterns, new ADT forecasts, and proposed 
Wal-Mart expansion impacts. First, the future traffic distribution in the Miller Creek 
analysis area was determined to be generally consistent with the traffic distribution 
developed for the project in 2004. Next, to account for the additional traffic from the 
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revised US 93 ADT forecast, the US 93 through volumes were adjusted.  Finally, the 
volumes were adjusted to account for the proposed additional Wal-Mart development. 
 

2025 Peak Hour Major Intersection Volumes 

The 2025 forecast AM and PM peak hour intersection approach volumes, developed as 
the basis for the build alternatives traffic operations analyses, are based on the future 
daily traffic distribution volumes described in the previous section.  The peak hour 
approach volumes were derived from daily traffic volumes using a percentage for peak 
hour travel. The starting point for this percentage was derived from 2003 ADT and 2003 
peak hour link volumes, as was done for the original November 2004 analysis. In the 
original analysis, however, these percentages ranged from 7 percent to 11 percent during 
the PM peak hour, and were generally consistent with existing rural to suburban 
conditions.  By 2025, the study area, including the Miller Creek area, will be 
characterized as representative of suburban to urban conditions with a relatively low 
portion of daily travel occurring during the AM and PM peak hours.  Due to the 
increasingly urban condition of the study area, combined with spreading of commuter 
travel through a longer peak period (also known as “peak spreading”), it is expected that 
these percentages will decrease in the future.   
 
For the revised analyses, the peak hour percentages of the daily volumes would likely 
range from between 6 and 9 percent - slightly less than existing conditions.  The 
percentages would vary by roadway type and intersection approach. For example, the 
intersection of US 93 and Miller Creek Road is considered to have slightly different peak 
hour percentages on each approach of the intersection. The additional Wal-Mart trips and 
respective distributions are based on the Wal-Mart Traffic Impact Study (Wal-Mart TIS) 
prepared by CLC Associates (June 2005) and slightly modified to reflect the future 
growth in the Miller Creek area not accounted for in the Wal-Mart TIS. These 
intersection approach volumes were then adjusted to account for the additional Wal-Mart 
traffic within the Miller Creek analysis area. All peak period operations output is based 
on Synchro model results. 
 

Clarification of Traffic Forecasts in the EIS 

Some comments regarding traffic forecasts require a clarification of the traffic 
information presented in the EIS (i.e., some comments stated that Old US 93 would 
experience a 375% to 475% increase in traffic with the build alternatives, which is not the 
case).  To clarify, build alternative traffic forecasts for year 2025 were compared to the 
year 2025 No-Action traffic forecasts – not to existing (year 2003) traffic volumes. For 
example, for Old US 93, existing (year 2003) traffic volume is 3,700, year 2025 No-
Action forecasted traffic volume is 8,520, and year 2025 forecasted traffic volume for 
build alternatives is 20,300. This represents an increase of 138% from the year 2025 No-
Action forecasted traffic volume of 8,520 to the year 2025 build alternatives forecasted 
traffic volume of 20,300.  Information presented in this example is provided in Sections 
3.4.1 and 4.4 of the EIS (specifically Table 3-9, Table 3-5 and Figures 4-2, 4-3, 4-4, and 
4-5).  
 

Modifications Made to FEIS in Response to Traffic Forecasting Comments 

In response to comments received on traffic forecasting, modifications were made to the FEIS in Sections 

4.4.1.1, 4.4.1.2, 4.4.1.6, 4.4.2.1, 4.4.2.2, 4.4.3.2, and 4.4.3.3..  
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J. Issue: US 93 Concerns (18 comments received) 

Topics under this issue include: 

• US 93 Access from Existing Roads 

• Wildlife 
 
Comments were received expressing concerns about US 93 access, how the project would impact traffic 
on US 93, and wildlife impacts. 
 

US 93 Access from Existing Roads 

Under any of the build alternatives, future traffic safety would be a concern for turn 
movements, particularly left turns, entering and exiting US 93 at minor intersecting 
approaches (roads and driveways, such as Hayes Creek Road). This would result in 
increased interaction of vehicles traveling at different speeds. Adequate gaps for left turns 
from minor approaches will diminish from current conditions under all alternatives 
because of increasing volumes and the high-speed traffic on US 93. With the exception of 
Alternative 3B, all alternatives would maintain the signal at US 93/Blue Mountain Road. 
When actuated to allow protected left turns from Blue Mountain Road to northbound US 
93, this signal creates gaps in traffic that facilitate access to the highway from secondary 
roads and driveways (such as Hayes Creek Road) located north and south of the signal. 
However, the effectiveness of this signal at providing gaps is limited beyond a general 
distance of one-mile north and south of the signal due to dispersion of vehicle platoons 
(groups of vehicles) on this high-speed highway segment.  
 
As a consideration of the safe operation of US 93, MDT emphasizes consolidated access 
points that could serve the broadest area adjacent to the highway. Providing access at a 
single location that serves a broad area and multiple properties is compatible with 
consolidation of access points to the highway, which enhances safety. MDT is 
implementing access management for US 93 south/west of Miller Creek Road, which 
should help mitigate safety problems associated with turning movements on and off the 
highway under all build alternatives.  
 

Wildlife 

Wildlife impacts and mitigation for impacts are discussed in Section 4.11 of the EIS.  
Traffic volumes will continue to increase on US 93 regardless of this project. The 
Preferred Alternative is not anticipated to put additional traffic on US 93. As traffic 
volumes on US 93 increase in the future, wildlife mortality rates would be expected to 
increase as well. 
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K. Issue: Speed Limits (7 comments received) 

A number of comments expressed a need for speed control on US 93 or local roads. We 
understand and appreciate that concern. However, speed limit control and enforcement on 
US 93 and local roads is outside FHWA’s jurisdiction; that is the responsibility of local 
jurisdictions and the Montana State Highway Commission. This document will be 
forwarded to them regarding these concerns.   
 
 

L. Issue: Cold Springs Elementary School (43 comments received) 

Several comments were received expressing concern that the Preferred Alternative would increase traffic 
at Cold Springs Elementary School and create a safety concern for school children. 
 

Regardless of the action taken, traffic in the Miller Creek area is predicted to grow 
substantially over the next 20 years and traffic by the Cold Springs Elementary School is 
going to increase.  Traffic volumes on Briggs Street east of Miller Creek Road are 
expected to increase by 148 percent between 2003 and 2025 for the No-Action 
Alternative (see Table 3-9 in the EIS.)  A signal at the intersection of Miller Creek Road 
and Briggs Street is warranted, and is included under all of the alternatives including the 
No-Action Alternative. 
 
All of the build alternatives evaluated in the EIS would reduce traffic on Briggs Street 
compared to the No-Action Alternative. Average daily traffic (ADT) percent change is 
presented in Table 4-4 of the EIS. 2025 ADT for Briggs Street directly east of Miller 
Creek Road is 6,350 vehicles per day (vpd) under the No-Action Alternative. Estimated 
reduction in ADT on Briggs Street east of Miller Creek Road is: 
 

• -10 percent for Alternative 2B 

• -18 percent for Alternative 3B 

• -15 percent for Alternative 4C 

• -12 percent for Alternative 5A 
 
The 2025 AM/PM peak hour volumes on Briggs Street east of Miller Creek Road are 
685/605 under the No-Action Alternative. Estimated reduction in AM/PM peak hour 
traffic compared to the No-Action Alternative on Briggs Street east of Miller Creek Road 
is: 
 

• -12 percent/-10 percent for Alternative 2B 

• -19 percent/-17 percent for Alternative 3B 

• -12 percent/-15 percent for Alternative 4C 

• -10 percent/-12 percent for Alternative 5A 
 
The No-Action Alternative and all of the build alternatives assume a signal at the 
intersection of Miller Creek Road and Briggs Street. Signals will encourage cut-through 
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traffic, particularly at Briggs Street and Miller Creek Road. However, the Preferred 
Alternative improves traffic movements during the AM and PM peak along Miller Creek 
Road so that cut-through traffic is reduced when compared to the No-Action Alternative. 
All of the build alternatives would reduce the number of neighborhood cut-through trips 
on Briggs, Gharrett, and 39th Streets to and from the Miller Creek area compared to the 
No-Action Alternative by providing increased capacity on Miller Creek Road as the 
primary access route that will move traffic more efficiently into and out of the Miller 
Creek area. Therefore, all build alternatives would result in a small reduction in traffic 
past the school over the No-Action Alternative. 
 
While no “risk analysis” on Briggs or other roads was required or completed, the travel 
forecasts for Briggs reveal that the No-Action Alternative would result in the highest 
traffic volumes on Briggs and Gharrett due to congested and constrained conditions on 
Miller Creek Road.  No changes to parking along Briggs Street in front of Cold Springs 
Elementary School are proposed under any of the build alternatives. 
 
Although not part of this project, and although the future traffic volumes near Cold 
Springs Elementary School are predicted to be reduced with Alternative 5A compared to 
the 2025 No-Action volumes, the school may benefit from traffic calming techniques in 
the future to address traffic concerns. When a need arises, implementing these measures 
should be investigated in conjunction with the City of Missoula. 
 

Modifications Made to FEIS in Response to Cold Springs Elementary School 
Comments 

 

In response to comments received about Cold Springs Elementary School, modifications were made to the 

FEIS in sections 2.6.2.6 and 4.3.2, and Tables ES-1 and 4-4.  

 
 

M. Issue: Project Construction Impacts (7 comments received) 

Comments were received voicing concern about impacts to private property, businesses, and traffic delays 
and access issues during construction of the project. 
 

Construction of the Preferred Alternative would result in short-term construction impacts 
throughout the construction period.  The extent of these impacts would depend on the 
construction methods used, which would be determined during the final design stage.  
However, construction would likely involve excavation, grading, paving, utility 
adjustments, and construction of retaining walls and stormsewers.  Sequencing of 
construction packages and the overall timeframe of construction have not been 
determined, and would depend on minimizing construction impacts to residents and 
traffic, available funding, and coordination with local communities. 
 
Construction associated with the Preferred Alternative could temporarily impair travel 
mobility, increase traffic congestion, and restrict access to residences and businesses.  All 
lanes would not be under construction at the same time, which would reduce expected 
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disruptions.  The public can expect public outreach efforts, such as public service 
announcements and signs, to educate the public about what to expect during construction.  
Although delays can be expected, access to and from the Miller Creek area will be 
maintained.  
 
Also, construction activities could result in temporary increases in dust, noise, and runoff, 
and result in visual intrusions to motorists and residents.  Construction would present the 
potential for exposure to, or accidental spill of, hazardous materials.  
 
The project would provide employment for construction workers throughout the duration 
of the construction period.  Therefore, much of the economic benefit would go to 
communities where these workers reside.  In addition, the project would provide greater 
retail sales within the study area from construction workers. 

 

Modifications Made to FEIS in Response to Project Construction Comments 

In response to comments received about project construction, modifications were made to the FEIS in 

sections 4.5.2 and 4.19.2.4.  

 
 

N. Issue: Transit, Rail, Bus Options (6 comments received) 

Comments were received stating that the project needs to accommodate alternative modes of travel, such 
as transit, rail, and buses. 
 

As discussed in Section 2.4.3, Transportation Demand Management 
(TDM)/Transportation System Management (TSM) of the EIS, in addition to the build 
alternatives, a Transportation Demand Management (TDM)/Transportation System 
Management (TSM) Alternative was developed. TDM strategies are designed to improve 
the efficiency of the existing transportation system by reducing or redirecting the demand 
for use of roadways and other facilities rather than increasing road capacity. They are 
typically designed to influence travel choices by providing alternatives to driving alone, 
and to emphasize reduction of peak-period and home-based work (commuter) trips. 
Using strategies that promote alternative modes, increase vehicle occupancy, reduce 
travel distances, and ease peak-hour congestion could extend the useful life of 
transportation facilities and enhance mobility options by maximizing the transportation 
usage of facilities. Within the Miller Creek area there is no known participation in 
existing TDM programs by businesses or residences. 
 
TSM strategies manage the flow of traffic on existing major roadways through 
operational-oriented strategies without adding substantial new infrastructure that is 
typically more costly. 
 
It was found that a stand-alone TDM/TSM alternative would not meet the purpose and 
need for the proposed action. The following TDM/TSM elements would be included in 
all of the build alternatives: bicycle and pedestrian facilities, coordinated signals, access 
management, and space under the bridge for a future trail (built by others) as part of the 
bridge alternatives 2B, 3B, and 4C.   
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As discussed in Section 3.4.5 of the EIS, the Miller Creek area is outside of the Missoula 
Urban Transportation District, and Montana state law requires a 51 percent vote of 
landowners in an area to be added to the transit district.  The issue of transit expansion 
into the Miller Creek area would be beneficial in reducing some vehicular trips.  The 
provision of public transit and ridesharing would be under the jurisdiction of local 
agencies rather than the FHWA.   

 

Modifications Made to FEIS in Response to Transit, Rail, and Bus Comments 

In response to comments received about transit, rail and buses, modifications were made to the FEIS in 

section 2.4.3.  

 
 

O. Issue: Community Planning and Missoula Bypass (5 comments) 

Several comments were received that voiced concern about local and regional planning, 
such as a bypass, widening US 93, Reserve Street, and the East Side highway extension. 
Bypass and other regional network issues are beyond the scope of this project, which is 
limited to providing safe and improved access between US 93 and the Miller Creek area. 
 
Previous planning efforts for the Miller Creek area resulted in the acquisition of federal 
funds to perform an Environmental Impact Study for the “Miller Creek Road preliminary 
design and EIA, Montana,” as stated in the appropriations bill.  Please refer to Section 
1.3.2 of the EIS that discusses the relationship to local and regional plans, and refer to 
Issues B and C in this appendix for additional information on compliance with local plans 
and project funding. 
 
In addition to the local and regional plans discussed in Section 1.3.2 “Relationship to 
Local and Regional Plans” of the EIS, the Missoula Office of Planning and Grants (OPG) 
has initiated a project for the preparation of a multimodal, Long-Range Transportation 
Plan (LRTP) for the Missoula Transportation Study Area that complies with the Safe, 
Accountable, Flexible, Efficient Transportation Equity Act: A Legacy for Users 
(SAFETEA-LU). There will be opportunities for the public to learn and discuss 
transportation challenges and opportunities in the area through this effort.  You may 
contact the Missoula Office of Planning and Grants regarding these efforts. 
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Appendix E: Comments and Responses E-1 

f i n a l  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  i m p a c t  s t a t e m e n t
miller creek road

Comment # 1: Robert Stewart, US Department of the 
Interior 
 

 

Response to Comment # 1 
 
Thank you for your comment. 
 
 United States Department of the Interior 

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY 
Office of Environmental Policy and Compl iance 
Denver Federal Center, Building 56, Room 1003 

Post Office Box 25007 (D-108) 
Denver, Colorado 80225-0007 

ft"::~ 
~ 

TAKE PRICE• 
INAMERICA 

November 1, 2006 

9043.1 
ER 06/910 

Mr. Theodore G. Burch 
Federal Highway Administration, Montana Division 
585 Shepard Way 
Helena, MT 59601 

Dear Mr. Burch: 

The Department of the Interior has reviewed the draft Environmental Impact Statement for the 

Miller Creek Road, Missoula County, Montana, and has no comments. 

Sincerely, 

~~ 
Robert F. Stewart 
Regional Environmental Officer 

cc: Craig Genzlinger, Project Manager 
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Appendix E: Comments and Responses E-2 

f i n a l  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  i m p a c t  s t a t e m e n t
miller creek road

Comment # 2: John F. Wardell, US Environmental 
Protection Agency 

       

Response to Comment # 2 
 
Responses to this comment letter can be found under Summary 
Response issue letters A, F, G, H, J, and N. 
 

 

A I 

.,...fI> .... ,~ 

~ 
RECEIVED 

UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 
REGION 8, MONTANA OFFICE 

Ref: 8MO 

November 28, 2006 

Craig Geni:linger, P.E. 
Operations Engineer 

FEDERAL BUILDING, 10 West 15'" St, Suile 3200 ~ t_ ( 11 : ?: 
HELENA, MONTANA 59626 

tl\W.:. 
~!)lnl~N 

Montana Division, Federal Highway Administration 
2880 Skyway Drive 
Helena, Montana 59602 

Dear Mr. Genzlinger: 

Re: CEQ # 20060375; EPA Comments on Miller 
Creek Road Draft Environmental Impact 
Statement 

The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) Region Vlll Montana Office has reviewed 
the Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) for the Miller Creek Road Project in 
accordance with its responsibil ities under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) and 
Section 309 of the Clean Air Act. Section 309 of the Clean Air Act directs EPA to review and 
comment in writing on the environmental impacts of any major Federal agency action. EPA's 
comments include a rating of both the environmental impact of the proposed action and the 
adequacy of the NEPA document. 

The EPA agrees with the Federal Highway Administration 's (FHWA's) idemification of 
Alterna1ive SA, Miller Creek Road At-Grade Intersection, as the preferred alternative in the 
DEIS. The DEIS states that Alternative 5A would avoid impacts to the Bitterroot River, riparian 
vegetation and associated wildlife habitat; minimize impacts to wetlands and floodplains; 
generate the lowest volume of storrnwater runoff from impervious surfaces ; have little or no 
effect to threatened and endangered species; have the least impact to US 93 traffic volume and 
overall flow; and would adequately accommodate and enhance mobility and safety for multiple 
transportation modes through 2025. In addition, Alternative 5A can be implemented at an 
estimated cost of $13 million while all the other build alternatives, that involve a new road and 
bridge over the Bitterroot River, would cost over $42 million (i.e., from $42.5 to $45.4 million). 
The sign ificantly lower cost of the preferred alternative would likely allow it to be implemented 
in a more timely manner to address the existing high congestion levels and roadway deficiency 
and safety concerns. 
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Appendix E: Comments and Responses E-3 

f i n a l  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  i m p a c t  s t a t e m e n t
miller creek road

Comment # 2 (continued) 

        

Response to Comment # 2 (continued) 
 
 A 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

F 

H 

J 

 

 

N 

I 

' I 

EPA considers Alternative 5A to be the environmentally preferred alternative, and 
supports the position of the U.S. Anny Corps of Engineers that Alternative 5A is the least 
environmentally damaging practicable alternative that meets the project purpose relative to 
Section 404 of the Clean Water Act. The Section 404(b)(l) Guidelines for Specification of 
Disposal Sites for Dredged or Fill Material (40 CFR Pan 230) state that, "no discl,arge of 
dredged or fill material shall be permilled if tl,ere is a practicable alternative to the proposed 
discharge wl,ich would have less adverse impact 011 the aquatic ecosystem, so long as tl,e 
alternative does 1101 have other significant adverse e11 viro11111 e11tal co11seq11e11ces. " A bridge 
with piers in the Bitterroot River would involve direct fill impacts in the river, and a new 
transpo1tation corridor across the riparian area of the Bitterroot River that would result in 
additional adverse indirect and cumulative impacts to the riverine ecosystem. In addition, 
construction of a bridge would involve disturbances to river banks, the river channel, riparian 
areas and water quality, including habitat of the threatened bull trout. Alternative 5A has less 
aquatic impacts than the bridge alternatives , is practicable, and meets the project purpose, and is 
thus , most consistent with the 404(b)(I) requirements. 

We do, however, have comments and questions regarding traffic flow and access relative 
to the preferred alternative, which are described in our more detailed comments. We also 
acknowledge that at some point in the future as the Miller Creek area and other areas east of the 
Bitterroot River experience continued population growth, a new road and Bitterroot River bridge 
may be needed. At rhis time, however, we believe that it is logical and appropriate to consider 
the less environmentally impactive and much less costly Alternative 5A to address the immediate 
traffic mobility and safety needs in the project area. 

We also want to state that we fully support proposed provisions for public transit and ride 
sharing and the addition of pedestrian and bicycle facilities as part of the Miller Creek Road 
project. The DEIS states that nearly all trips in and out of the Miller Creek area are made by 
single occupancy vehicles, indicating that there is good opportunity for improved transpo1tation 
demand management. We encourage development and implementation of transportation demand 
management strategies for the project area. 

The EPA's further discussion and more detailed questions , comments, and concerns 
regarding the analysis , documentation, or potential environmental impacts of the Miller Creek 
Road Project are included in the enclosure with this letter. Based on the procedures EPA uses to 
evaluate the adequacy of the information and the potential environmental impacts of the 
proposed action and alternatives in an EIS , the DEIS has been rated as Category LO (Lack of 
Objections). The review has not identified potential environmental impacts requiring 
substantive changes to the proposal, although the review disclosed opportunities to provide 
improved disclosure and application of mitigation measures with no more than minor changes to 
the proposal. A copy ofEPA's rating criteria is attached. 

The EPA appreciates the opportunity to rev iew and comment on the DEIS, and the 
opportunity to review the proposed project in the field . If we may provide further explanation of 
our comments please contact Mr. Steve Potts of my staff in Helena at 406-457-5022 or in 
Missoula at 406-329-3313. Thank you for your consideration. 

2 

0 Printed on Recycled Paper 
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Appendix E: Comments and Responses E-4 

f i n a l  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  i m p a c t  s t a t e m e n t
miller creek road

Comment # 2 (continued) 

 

Response to Comment # 2 (continued) 
 

 
 

 

Enclosures-

Sincerely, 

--&~~V1 
John F. Wardell 
Director 
Montana Office 

cc: Larry Svoboda/Julia Johnson, EPA 8EPR-N, Denver 
Todd.N.Tillinger, COE, Helena 
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Appendix E: Comments and Responses E-5 

f i n a l  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  i m p a c t  s t a t e m e n t
miller creek road

Comment # 2 (continued) 

 

Response to Comment # 2 (continued) 
 
 
 

 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency Rating System for Draft Environmental Impact Statements 
Definitions and Follow-Up Action* 

Environmental Impact of the Action 

LO- - Lack of Objections: The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) review has not identified any potential 
environmental impacts requiring substantive changes to the proposal. The' review may have disclosed opponunities 
for application of mitigation measures that could be accomplished with no more than minor changes to the proposal. 

EC• - Environmental Concerns: The EPA review has identified environmental impacts that should be avoided in 
order to fully protect the environment. Corrective measures may require changes to the preferred alternative or 
application of mitigation measures that can reduce these impacts. 

EO - - Environmental Objections: The EPA review has identified significant environmental impacts that should be 
avoided in order to provide adequate protection for the environment. Corrective measures may require substantial 
changes 10 the preferred alternative or consideration of some other project alternative {including the no-action 
alternative or a new alternative). EPA intends to work with the lead agency to reduce these impacts. 

EU - - Environmentally Unsatisfactory: The EPA review has identified adverse environmental impacts that are of 
sufficient magnitude that they are unsatisfactory from the standpoint of public health or welfare or environmental 
quality. EPA intends to work with the lead agency to reduce these impacts. If the potential unsatisfactory impacts 
are not corrected at the final EIS stage, this proposal will be recommended for referral to the Council on 
Environmental Quality (CEQ). 

Adequacy of the Impact Statement 

Category J - - Adequate: EPA believes the draft EIS adequately sets forth the environmental impact(s) of the 
preferred alternative and those of the alternatives reasonably available to the project or action. No funher analysis of 
data collection is necessary, but the reviewer may suggest the addition of clarifying language or information. 

Category 2 - - Insufficient Information: The draft EIS does not contain sufficient information for EPA to fully 
assess environmental impacts that should be avoided in order 10 fully protect the environment, or the EPA reviewer 
has identified new reasonably available alternatives that are within the spectrum of alternatives analyzed in the drafi 
EIS, which could reduce the environmental impacts of the action. The identified additional information, data, 
analyses or discussion should be included in the final EIS. 

Category 3 - - Inadequate: EPA does not believe that the draft EIS adequately assesses potentially significant 
environmental impacts of the action, or the EPA reviewer has identified new, reasonably available alternatives that 
are outside of the spectrum of alternatives analyzed in the draft EIS , which should be analyzed in order to reduce the 
potentially significant environmental impacts. EPA believes that the identified additional information, data, 
analyses, or discussions are of such a magnitude that they should have full public review at a draft stage. EPA does 
not believe that the draft EIS is adequate for the purposes of the National Environmental Policy Act and or Section 
309 review, and thus should be formally revised and made available for public comment in a supplemental or revised 
draft EIS. On the basis of the potential significant impacts involved , this proposal could be a candidate for referral 
totheCEQ. 

• From EPA Manual 1640 Policy and Procedures for the Review of Federal Actions Impacting the Environment. February, 
1987. 
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Appendix E: Comments and Responses E-6 

f i n a l  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  i m p a c t  s t a t e m e n t
miller creek road

Comment # 2 (continued) 

 

Response to Comment # 2 (continued) 
 
 
 

 

EPA COMMENTS ON THE MJLLER CREEK ROAD PROJECT DRAFT 
ENVIRONMENT AL IMP ACT STATEMENT 

Brief Project Overview: 

The Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) prepared the Miller Creek Road DEIS to 
evaluate alternatives and enviromnental impacts associated with providing safe and improved 
access between US 93 and the Miller Creek area in Missoula County, Montana. The Miller 
Creek area -of south Missoula is generall y bounded by Miller Creek Road/Upper Miller Creek 
Road on the east and Lower Miller Creek Road on the west and south and extending to include 
areas to the south of the Miller Creek. Primary access to the Miller Creek area is currently 
provided by Miller Creek Road with an indirect access provided by Ghanett Street. The Miller 
Creek area is rapidly growing and the existing Miller Creek Road access to US 93 is at capacity. 
The proposed project is intended to address high congestion levels ; roadway deficiency and 
safety concerns; provide pedestrian and bicycle facil ities; and improve access for emergency 
service providers. Originally nine build alternatives were evaluated, and these were screened 
down to four alternatives which were evaluated in detail, along with the no action alternative. 
Alternatives evaluated include: 

Alternative 2B : North Lower Miller Creek Grade-Separated Intersection with Limited 
Improvements to Miller Creek Road, which would involve building a new road with bicycle 
lanes and sidewalks that would extend north from the junction of Maloney Ranch Road and 
Lower Miller Creek Road on a bridge across the Bittenoot River to connect with US 93 . With 
Alternative 2B, the bridge would cross over the Montana Rail Link (MRL) track and US 93 then 
descend to a location approx imately 350 feet north of US 93. From this point, the road would 
curve to the east and south back to a new signalized intersection with US 93. This "T" 
intersection with US 93 would provide full movement access/egress to and from US 93. 

Alternative 3B: Blue Mountain Road Grade-Separated lntersection with Limited 
lmprovements to Miller Creek Road, which would involve building a new road with bicycle 
lanes and sidewalks extending Blue Mountain Road south in a grade-separated bridge crossing of 
US 93, the MRL track, and the Bittenoot River to connect to Lower Miller Creek Road in the 
Miller Creek area. A new two-lane access ramp would connect US 93 and Blue Mountain Road 
with right-in/right-out unsignalized intersections. This access ramp could connect witl1 Blue 
Mountain Road in a modern roundabout or "T" intersection. 

Alternative 4C: South Lower Miller Creek Interchange with Limited improvements to 
Miller Creek Road, which would provide an interchange with the addition of ramp merge and 
diverge lanes at US 93, north of the intersection of US 93 and Hayes Creek Road. Two two-lane 
bridges would be required: one to cross over the Bitterroot River and MRL track, and a second 
bridge to cross over the US 93 mainline and interchange ramp transitions. East of the Bitterroot 
River, a new two-lane roadway with bicycle lanes and sidewalks would connect to the realigned 
segment of Lower Miller Creek Road. 
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Appendix E: Comments and Responses E-7 

f i n a l  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  i m p a c t  s t a t e m e n t
miller creek road

Comment # 2 (continued) 

     

Response to Comment # 2 (continued) 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
* 1: Suggested change was made. 

A 

 

 
* 1 

I 

Alternative SA: Miller Creek Road At-Grade Intersection (Preferred Alternative), which 
would involve widening the segment of Miller Creek Road between US 93 and the north "Y" 
intersection to provide four travel lanes (two lanes in each direction) with a left-tum lane at the 
southbound and northbound approaches to Briggs Street, bicycle lanes, and sidewalks. A new 
signal would be installed at the intersection of Miller Creek Road and Briggs Street. The north 
"Y" would be realigned to the north and west of its current location to form a more perpendicular 
"T" intersection. A new signal would be installed at this intersection. Old US 93 between 
Brooks Street and Reserve Street would be widened to three lanes and a center left-tum lane plus 
bicycle lanes and sidewalks. A new signal would be installed at the intersection of Old US 93 
and US 93 (Reserve Street). 

Comments: 

General 

1. Thank you for providing the Summary of impacts and Mitigation Table providing a 
comparative matrix showing environmental impacts and mitigation measures for the 
alternatives (Table ES-1). This tab le helps to define issues and provide a clearer basis of 
choice among alternatives for the decision maker and the public in accordance with the 
CEQ's rules for implementing NEPA (40 CFR 1502.14). Thank you also for providing 
information to help the reader understand the process for evaluating and screening 
preliminary alternatives and advancing alternatives for more detailed evaluation (pages 2-
2 to 2-14). We also appreciate the aerial photographs on which proposed features of the 
build alternatives have been superimposed (Figures 2-2 through Figure 2-18). These 
Figures and the associated discussion and presentation of the alternatives aid in 
promoting clearer understanding of the alternatives. 

Alternatives 

2. The EPA agrees with the identification of Alternative SA, Miller Creek Road At-Grade 
lntersection, as the preferred alternative in the DEIS . The discussion regarding 
identification of the preferred alternative in Section 2.7 (page 2-31), and the comparative 
cost information for implementation of the alternatives in Table 2-4 (page 2-33) provides 
good rationale for selection of Alternative SA as the preferred alternative. We note that it 
is stated on page 4-53 that Alternative SA also has the least impact to US 93 traffic 
volume and overall flow. We suggest that this lesser impact to US 93 traffic volume and 
overall flow be included with the many bullets providing reasons for selection of 
Alternative SA as the preferred alternative on page 2-31. 

We consider Alternative SA to be the environmentally preferred alternative, since it will 
avoid impacts to the Bitterroot River, riparian vegetation and associated wildlife habitat ; 
minimize wetlands and floodplains impacts; reduce the extent of increases in impervious 

2 
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Appendix E: Comments and Responses E-8 

f i n a l  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  i m p a c t  s t a t e m e n t
miller creek road

Comment # 2 (continued) 
   

 

Response to Comment # 2 (continued) 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
* 2: Discussion of signal improvements was added as new Section 

4.4.2.2. 

 
 
 

N 

 

 

 

 

 

 

F 

 

 

 

 

 

 
* 2 

 

F 

G 

I 3. 

surface area and associated storm water runoff; has little or no effect to threatened and 
endangered species; has the least impact to US 93 traffic volume and overall flow; and 
adequately accommodates and enhances mobility and safety for multiple transportation 
modes through 2025. It is important to restore and preserve the natural and beneficial 
effects of riparian areas and floodplains, and avoid and/or minimize additional 
encroachments into riparian areas and floodplains. 

We do recognize, however, that at some point in the future as the Miller Creek area and 
other areas east of the Bitterroot River experience continued population growth, a new 
access road and Bitterroot River bridge may be needed. We believe at this time, 
however, it is logical and appropriate to consider the less environmentally impactive and 
much less costly current preferred alternative to address the immediate traffic mobility 
and safety needs in the project area. 

We fully support proposed provisions for public transit and ridesharing and the addition 
of pedestrian and bicycle facilities as part of the Miller Creek Road project. We note that 
the DEIS states that nearly all trips in and out of the Miller Creek area are made by single 
occupancy vehicles (page 1-7), indicating that there is good opportunity for improved 
transportation demand management. We encourage development and implementation of 
transportation demand management strategies (page 2-10). 

Traffic Mobility 

I 4. 

I 5. 

The new traffic signal that is proposed at the intersection of Old US 93 and Reserve 
Street is in close proximity to the traffic signal at the intersection of Reserve Street and 
Brooks Street. The DEIS states that although there will be two closely spaced 
intersections at these locations it is estimated that both intersections will operate 
effective! y because of balanced traffic flows and due to an extra eastbound to northbound 
left tum lane from Old US 93 and removal of northbound and southbound left-tum 
movements (page 4-40). However, it is our understanding that heavy southbound traffic 
on Reserve Street often results in traffic backing up along Reserve Street north of its 
intersection with Brooks Street, back past its intersection with Old US 93. It would 
appear that a new traffic light at Old US 93 and Reserve Street has the potential to be 
problematic in regard to traffic flow on Reserve Street. We recommend additional 
discussion regarding traffic flow likely to result from these two closely spaced traffic 
lights at the US 93 and Old US 93 intersections along Reserve Street. 

Much concern was evidenced at the October J 7, 2006 public hearing on the Miller Creek 
Road EIS regarding potential restriction of access in and out of the Missoula Country 
Club after proposed improvements on Old US 93 are made. Table 4-5 (page 4-21) shows 
an estimated 138% increase in average daily traffic (ADT) volume on Old US 93 in 
comparison to no action (an increase of 1 J ,780 vehicles per day, page 4-30). If many 
more drivers use Old US 93 it would appear that there would be potential for southbound 
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Appendix E: Comments and Responses E-9 

f i n a l  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  i m p a c t  s t a t e m e n t
miller creek road

Comment # 2 (continued) 
   

 

Response to Comment # 2 (continued) 
 
 
 

 
* 3: Suggested change was made to Section 4.6.2. 

 

 
 
 
* 4: Suggested change was made to Section 4.5.2. 

 
 
 

* 5: Figure 2-7 was modified to eliminate confusion regarding proposed 

closed access. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
* 6: See Section 2.6 in the EIS.  For the Preferred Alternative, Alternative 
5A, the traffic signal at Miller Creek Road and US 93 would include a 

“clear-out cycle that would provide a green light to clear traffic off the 
railroad crossing prior to the crossing gates going down.  This “clear out” 
cycle would run in conjunction with the left-turn lane signals defaulting to 
a stop condition to prevent turning movements from US 93 into the 
railroad crossing. 
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* 3 
 

 

F 

G 
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* 5 
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* 6 

I 

16. 

7 . 

• 8. 

9. 

traffic to backup on Old US 93 at its intersection with Brooks Street, which could impair 
access in and out of the Missoula Country Club, as well as access to businesses along Old 
US 93 (i.e. , impair the ability of Missoula Country Club members and customers of 
existing businesses to tum left along Old US 93 when leaving the Club or businesses). 
However, the DEIS states that improvements to Old US 93 would allow better access for 
customers of existing businesses, rather than impaired access. We recommend that the 
FEIS provide further discussion regarding potential access effects to the Missoula 
Country Club and customers of existing businesses along Old US 93 that may result from 
the.proposed road improvements and projected ADT volume increases on Old US 93. 

We also recommend that the potential site specific impacts to the Missoula Country Club 
property that would result from widening of Old US 93 be identified in greater detail. 
Construction of a berm on the Missoula Country Club property is mentioned (page 4-61 ), 
but the locations and extent of impacts on the property are unclear. 

The cross-hatched red area on Brooks Street on Figure 2-7 (page 2-18) that appear to be 
identified on the legend as areas of "proposed closed access" is unclear to us. If some 
existing access off Brooks Street is proposed for closure north and east of the Miller 
Creek Road intersection these access closures should be more clear! y identified. 

It would also be of interest to discuss potential traffic increases and mobility that would 
be associated with the proposed conversion of the Wal-Mart store at Miller Creek Road 
to a Wal-Mart Supercenter store. We note that some of the local public associates 
impaired traffic mobility at the Reserve Street - Mullan Road intersection in another area 
of Missoula with the presence of a Wal-Mart Supercenter store at that intersection, since 
the Wal-Mart Supercemer at that location attracts much traffic. There is concern that a 
Wal-Mart Supercenter at the Brooks Street - Miller Creek Road intersection has the 
potential to create similar impaired traffic mobility. Will Alternative 5A function well if 
additional traffic is attracted to the US 93- Miller Creek Road intersection by a Wal-Mart 
Supercenter store? We recommend that the FEIS address this potential traffic mobility 
concern in greater detail. 

Table 4-5 (page 4-21) shows a 7% increase in traffic on Miller Creek Road at the 
intersection with US 93 (Brooks Street) for Alternative 5A in comparison to no action, 
resulting in the greatest increase in traffic on Miller Creek Road of all the build 
alternatives (page 4-50). The DEIS states that this will result in increased risk of 
vehicle/train conflicts at the MRL railroad crossing on Miller Creek Road (page 4-5 1 ). 
While we real ize that the MRL railroad generally only operates one train per week and 
typically has relatively short 7 to 9 car trains, there is still potential for vehicle/train 
conflicts at the Miller Creek Road crossing, since traffic volume at this crossing will be 
greatly increased. Are any additional safety or mitigation measures proposed to address 
potential vehicle/train conflicts? 
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Appendix E: Comments and Responses E-10 

f i n a l  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  i m p a c t  s t a t e m e n t
miller creek road

Comment # 2 (continued) 
   

 

Response to Comment # 2 (continued) 
 
 
 

* 7: These commitments will be taken into consideration during final 

design. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

* 8: Your concern will be forwarded to the Montana Department of 

Transportation for their information and consideration.  
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* 8 

Water Quality 

I 0. We note that the Bitterroot River and Miller Creek in the project area are li sted under 
Section 303(d) of the Clean Water Act as water quality impaired by the Montana Dept. of 
Environmental Quality (MDEQ), and land development and highway, road and bridge 
construction are identified among the activities that may impact water bodies (page 3-58). 
It is importam that the proposed road improvements be consistent with Total Maximum 
Daily Loads (TMDLs) and Water Quality Restoration Plans being developed by the 
MDEQ to restore water quality in the Bitterroot River and Miller Creek. 

We are pleased that the DEIS states that proposed road improvements will be designed to 
be consistent with TMDLs and Water Quality Restoration Plans prepared in association 
with TMDLs being prepared by MDEQ (page 4-90). We recommend that the FHWA 
coordinate with the MDEQ TMDL and Watershed Protection program staff to stay 
apprized of the water quality assessments and TMDLs for the Bitterroot River and Miller 
Creek, and to ensure MDEQ concurrence on, and coordination of proposed road 
improvement act ivities with the MDEQ's TMDL development for these impaired 303(d) 
li sted water bodies (contact Robert Ray of MDEQ at 406-444-5319 and George Mathieus 
406-444-7423). 

I I. We are also pleased that a Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan (SWPPP) employing 
BMPs for controlling erosion and sediment transport will be implemented in the project 
area, along with a revegetation plan, and winter maintenance BMPs (page 4-90). We are 
pleased that the preferred alternative will generate the lowest volume of surface water 
runoff from impervious surfaces of all build alternatives (page 4-86). We very much 
support proposed use of bioswales, detention ponds and/or infiltration beds to capture and 
treat roadway runoff (page 4-84), and the conduct of winter maintenance operations such 
as road sanding and snow plowing in a manner that avoids entry of sediment and 
pollutants into surface waters. 

We note that it is important that road maintenance crews be trained to minimize adverse 
impacts to streams and wetlands . Snow plowing subsequent to sanding moves sand off 
the roadbed to the adjacent ditch line and fill slopes, filling depressions and ditches and 
widening shoulders, which can have adverse effects upon streams, wetlands, and riparian 
areas. The impacts of winter maintenance activities are more a matter of long-term 
indirect and cumulative effects than any one incident. We note that there is training 
ava ilable for road maintenance crews regarding conduct of road maintenance in a manner 
that protects streams and wetlands (contact, Montana Localffribal Technical Assistance 
Program at Montana State University, Steven J. Jenkins, P.E, at 406-994-6100 or 1-800-
541-6671). 
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Appendix E: Comments and Responses E-11 

f i n a l  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  i m p a c t  s t a t e m e n t
miller creek road

Comment # 2 (continued) 

    

Response to Comment # 2 (continued) 
 
 
* 9: Improvements along Old US 93 and adjacent intersections include a 

curb and gutter and storm sewer connection along the south side.  No 
direct impacts to surface drainage would occur in this area.  With the 
Preferred Alternative, runoff would accumulate and drain from US 93 in a 
similar manner to existing conditions.  Improvements to existing water 
quality facilities or a new detention pond would need to be constructed to 

handle the additional runoff volume created from the increased impervious 
surface area.  Another water quality facility would be needed along Miller 
Creek Road to treat the increased runoff volume from the increased 
impervious surface area.  This facility is recommended to be constructed in 
the 100-year floodplain to the west of Miller Creek Road and would then 
discharge to the Bitterroot River after treatment.  Dry wells are only one of 
a number of water quality treatment facilities that will be considered 

during final design. However, much of the stormwater runoff will be 
contained in the stormwater sewer system along Miller Creek Road and US 
93. Inclusion of dry wells was primarily a concern with the bridge 
alternatives in the area of the Missoula Valley Aquifer. The selection of an 
appropriate water quality treatment facility or facilities will be made based 
their ability to meet US EPA and Missoula Water Quality District 
requirements and ensure protection of the Missoula Valley Aquifer.   

 

* 9 

Groundwater/Sole Source Aquifer 

12. As you know, the Missoula Valley Aquifer is the primary groundwater resource of the 
Missoula Valley, supplying 80 percent of the drinking water of Missoula County 
residents, and is designated a sole source aquifer under Section 1424(e) of the Safe 
Drinking Water Act (page 3-61). The Mountain Water Company water supply system 
relies on 37 wells drawing from the Missoula Valley Aquifer. The DEIS states that the 
depth to the aquifer varies from JO to JOO feet (page 3-6 I), with an average depth to 
aquifer at the Buckhouse Bridge monitoring well site (in the project area) of 26.7 feet. 

The DEIS indicates that dry wells may be proposed as a means of minimizing storm 
water runoff impacts associated with the proposed road improvements to the Missoula 
Valley Sole Source Aquifer (page 4-89). However there is not a definitive commitment 
that dry wells will be used, nor is there much information about design of the dry well 
treatment system. Dry wells can be an effective way to remove contaminants from storm 
water runoff, but we would like to see a more definitive commitment in the FEIS that dry 
wells would in fact be used to capture and treat roadway runoff, and would like additional 
information to assure that the proposed treatment system would effectively capture and 
treat roadway runoff and protect aquifer quality. Also, it is important that a regular dry 
well inspection and maintenance schedule be implemented, and that groundwater 
monitoring be performed to assure that dry wells provide effective treatment of storm 
water runoff from the roadway. 

We are pleased that the Missoula Water Quality District operates 36 monitoring wells to 
assess aquifer water quality (page 3-63). We recommend that the FHWA work with the 
Missoula Water Quality District to provide additional information on the proposed dry 
well treatment system, including implementation of a regular dry well inspection and 
maintenance schedule, and assurance that the District's ground water monitoring program 
adequately assess impacts of pollutant delivery from roadway runoff through the dry well 
system to the Sole Source Aquifer. It is only through monitoring of groundwater quality 
that actual impacts to the aquifer can be determined, and adverse impacts mitigated. If 
you have any questions regarding the requested groundwater protection information 
please contact Mr. Christoper Guzzetti ofEPA's Region 8 Groundwater Protection 
Program Office in Denver at 303-312-6453. 

Wetlands and 404 Permitting 

13. Thank you for providing good analysis and disclosure regarding potential impacts to the 
17 wetlands that cover approximately 5.6 acres in the project area (e.g., Figure 3-19 
shows the general location of delineated wetlands, and Figures 2-6, 2-12, 2-13, 2-14, 2-
15, 2-16, and Figure 2-18 show the wetland locations in relation to the conceptual designs 
for alternatives; and DEIS Sections 3.10, 4.10 and Appendix D includes clear discussion 
and disclosure of potential impacts to wetlands). We are pleased that the preferred 
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Appendix E: Comments and Responses E-12 

f i n a l  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  i m p a c t  s t a t e m e n t
miller creek road

Comment # 2 (continued) 

   

Response to Comment # 2 (continued) 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
* 10: Bill Rule and Denise Martin were contacted in March 2007 to obtain 
requested information. They provided ARMs and Montana Codes Annotated 
to be referenced in the EIS; these were added to Section 4.16.9, 

“Hazardous Waste Mitigation.”  
 
 

* 10 

alternative would minimize impacts to wetlands (i.e. , estimated impacts to 0.2 acres of 
non-jurisdictional wetlands, page 4-92). 

As noted in the DEIS, the Section 404(b)(I) Guidelines for Specification of Disposal 
Sites for Dredged or Fill Material (40 CFR 230) state that "no discharge of dredged or 
fill material shall be permitted if there is a practicable alternative to the proposed 
discharge which would have less adverse impact 011 the aquatic ecosystem, so long as the 
alternative does not have other significant adverse environmental consequences " (page 
4-93). We agree with the discussion and conclusion reached in the DEIS (page 4-94) that 
identifies Alternative 5A as the least environmentally damaging practicable alternative 
that meets the project purpose relative to Section 404 of the Clean Water Act. 

We support the position of the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers that an alternative that 
includes construction of a bridge with placement of fill material in the Bitterroot River 
would not be in compliance with the Section 404(b)(l) Guidelines as long as a non­
bridge alternative with less aquatic impacts, such as Alternative 5A, were practicable and 
met the project purpose. As the DEIS states, a bridge with piers in the Bitterroot River 
would involve direct fill impacts in the river, as well as adverse indirect and cumulative 
impacts to the riverine ecosystem (page 4-1 I 2). Also, during bridge construction 
disturbances would occur to river banks, river channel, riparian areas , and water quality, 
including habitat of the threatened bull trout. 

Hazardous Waste Sites 

14. State Hazardous Waste Sites (Montana Comprehensive Environmental Cleanup and 
Responsibility Act, CECRA) and Leaking Underground Storage Tanlc (LUST) sites are 
mentioned in the Section 4.16 discussion of Hazardous Waste Impacts and Mitigation 
(page 4-126). We suggest that you contact Ms. Denise Martin of the MDEQ in Helena at 
406-841-5060 for information on requirements for road construction work that may 
impact CECRA sites, and contact Mr. Bill Rule of MDEQ at 406-444-0493 for 
information on any requirements for road construction work that may impact 
underground storage tanlcs. 

Indirect Impacts 

J 5. Activities that improve road access and reduce traffic congestion and promote quicker 
travel and commuting times can facilitate and hasten growth and development, and thus, 
contribute to indirect environmental effects associated with growth and development 
(e.g. , loss of open space, loss of wildlife habitat and habitat connectivity, loss of 
agricultural land, etc.). We agree, however, with the statement in the DEIS that there are 
fewer indirect effects associated with Alternative 5A in comparison to the other build 
alternatives, although a wider Miller Creek Road will likely perpetuate and/or accelerate 
growth in the Miller Creek area (page 4-7). We are pleased that the preferred alternative 
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Appendix E: Comments and Responses E-13 

f i n a l  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  i m p a c t  s t a t e m e n t
miller creek road

Comment # 2 (continued) 

   

Response to Comment # 2 (continued) 
 
 
 

 
 
* 11: As shown on Figures 3-1 and 3-2 of the EIS, the undeveloped land 
is designated for highway/heavy commercial and/or residential land use. 
 
 
 

* 12: The rationale for this conclusion is that the 13% increase in traffic 

will be negligible and will not have measurable impacts to the Blue 
Mountain Recreation Area. 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
* 13: Based on FHWA guidance and general technical information on 

sources of PM2.5, we would only expect PM2.5 to be a pollutant of concern 

for a highway project that involves very high numbers of diesel fueled 
vehicles, such as a port or bus terminal. The Miller Creek project 
alternatives do not include components that would indicate PM2.5 is a 
pollutant of concern for the project, and we did not focus on it in the EIS. 
The differences in vehicle miles traveled between alternatives are not large 
(refer to Table 4-21 of the EIS), and as a result, the Miller Creek Road 

project would not be expected to have much effect on PM2.5 emissions. In 
the recently completed Missoula Montana Source Apportionment Research 
Study, diesel exhaust, street sanding, and automobiles were found to 
represent approximately 6 percent of the total primary PM2.5 emissions 
inventory.  

* 11 

 

 

 

 

 
* 12 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

* 13 

is likely to result in fewer indirect effects than the other build alternatives. 

Parks and Recreation Impacts 

16. Figure 2-18 (page 2-30) shows realignment of the Wal-Mart access from Miller Creek 
Road in Alternative SA, and realignment/expansion of the Miller Creek Road into open 
space parklands currently surrounding the Wal-Mart store. It would be of interest to 
identify the acreage of open space parklands around the Wal-Mart store that would be 
Josi due to these proposed changes. We support retention and preservation of the open 
space parklands around the Wal-Mart store as much as possible. 

17. As you know some citizens in the Blue Mountain area have been concerned about 
potential impacts to the Lolo National Forest's Blue Mountain Recreation Area from 
Alternative 3B. DEIS Section 4. I 8.5 regarding to impacts to Parks and Recreation Areas 
with Alternative 3B (which would connect the Miller Creek area to US 93 at Blue 
Mountain Road) states that there would be no direct impacts to the Blue Mountain 
Recreation Area (page 4-141). The DEIS, however, estimates that there would be a 13% 
increase in traffic on Blue Mountain Road with Alternative 3B in comparison to no action 
(page 4-156). If it is believed that this increase in traffic along Blue Mountain Road with 
Alternative 3B would have no direct, indirect or cumulative effects to the Blue Mountain 
Recreation Area, we recommend that the rationale supporting this conclusion be provided 
in the FEIS. 

Air Quality 

18. We are pleased that a quantitative CO hot spot analysis and qualitative PMIO hot spot 
analysis was conducted for localized air quality impacts for the preferred alternative, and 
that these analyses predict no exceedances of the National Ambient Air Quality Standards 
(NAAQS) for CO and PMIO (page 4-66). We are also pleased that signalized 
intersection operation improves in almost all cases between the No-Action Alternative 
and the build alternatives, and that it is anticipated that ADT levels will not be large 
enough to trigger concerns for mobile source air toxics (MSATs, page 4-74). 

19. One shortcoming is the lack of analysis of PM2.5. While DEIS Section 3.7 explains the 
current PM2.5 baseline, Section 4.7 does not estimate the impacts of the alternatives on 
the PM2.5 pollution levels. EPA does not anticipate a NAAQS problem with PM2.5 
when considering the past monitored levels, however, high levels of PM2.5 are seen in 
areas of EPA Region 8 similar to the Miller Creek area such as the Cache Valley area of 
Utah. At a minimum we recommend that the sources and associated growth trends, 
including mobile, stationary (woodburning or industry) and area (agriculture) of PM2.5 
be analyzed to provide some indication of the expected PM2.5 levels compared with 
current or historical levels. We also recommend showing in Table 3-17 (page 3-52) the 
PM2.5 standards in micrograms/cubic meter for comparison to t11e Missoula an1bient 
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Appendix E: Comments and Responses E-14 

f i n a l  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  i m p a c t  s t a t e m e n t
miller creek road

Comment # 2 (continued) 
   

 

Response to Comment # 2 (continued) 
 
 
* 14: Section 4.7.11 of the DEIS includes a discussion of dust and mud 

tracking, and reducing MSAT (which includes diesel) emissions. The 
potential use of ultra-low sulfur diesel is mentioned. Rock crushing and 
other material production and processing are not mentioned. These 
activities would normally be regulated under local stationary source 
permitting programs and would not normally require mitigation through 

the NEPA process. 
 

* 15: You are correct that air quality impacts were not included in the 

cumulative impacts section of the DEIS.  However, the direct and indirect 
impacts, including a number of the specific activities that you mention 
were discussed in the air quality section of the DEIS (see Sections 4.7.1 

and 4.7.2).  Cumulative impacts include the incremental impact when 
added to other past, present and reasonably foreseeable future actions.  
In regard to air quality, it is difficult to conclude that increased emissions, 
or air quality impacts from increased emissions will occur.  Despite 
widespread development since the late 1970s, air quality has improved 
substantially in most areas of the U.S. and pollutant emissions have 
generally either decreased, or increased into the 1980s and then 

decreased (http://www.epa.gov/ttn/chief/trends/index.html).  In addition, 
EPA has promulgated regulations that will decrease emissions from diesel 
engines and reduce regional haze.  These regulations can be expected to 
further reduce emissions in the future.  The CO hot spot analysis for this 
project showed lower expected pollutant concentrations in future years 
relative to existing conditions for this project. 
 

To summarize, although additional development is expected, it is difficult 
to conclude that the development will result in air quality impacts. In 
addition, the Missoula area has been redesignated as a CO attainment 
area by the US EPA, and the transportation plan, including the Miller Creek 
Road project, has been found to conform with the CO emissions budgets in 
the maintenance plan. 

 
 

* 14 

 

 

 

 

 

 

* 15 

values shown in the table. 

20. In addi tion, we recommend that more deta il be provided in the FE IS in regard to 
minimizing the dust and other em issions during construction and from the indirect 
impacts (rock crushing and other material production and processing) as well as dust and 
mud tracking. In addit ion we recommend mention of lim iting diesel emiss ions by 
reduced idling and modem diesel engines and/or use of Ultra Low Sulfur Diesel in the 
construction equipment. 

21. We note that impacts lo air qua lity are not identified among the cumulative impacts 
discussed in DEIS Section 4 .23. The direct, indirect, and cumulative impacts of the 
project wi ll include impacts 10 air qua li ty. Increased driving, development activ ities, 
emissions from production of construction materials such as rock crushing and cement 
plants, wood burning stove use, and al l other emissions associated with the development 
faci litated by this project will likely increase pollutant emissions to the air. 
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Appendix E: Comments and Responses E-15 

f i n a l  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  i m p a c t  s t a t e m e n t
miller creek road

Comment # 3: Todd N. Tillinger, US Army Corps of 
Engineers 

Response to Comment # 3 
 
Responses to this comment letter can be found under Summary 
Response issue letter A. 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
* 16: Mr. Tillinger was contacted on December 15, 2006 to discuss that a 

Draft 404(b)(I) analysis was included in the DEIS as Appendix D. 

* 16 

REPLY TO 
ATTENTION OF 

Helena Regulatory Office 
( 406) 44 I - I 3 7 5 Phone 
(406) 44 1-1 380 Fax 

DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
CORPS OF ENGINEERS, OMAHA DISTRICT 

HELENA REGULATORY OFFICE 
10 WEST 15'H STREET, SUITE 2200 

HELENA MT 59626 

December I , 2006 

Subject: Corps File Number 2003-90-136 
Miller Creek Road - Environmental Impact Statement 
Comments on Draft EJS 

Mr. Craig Genzlinger, Operations Engineer 
US Departmem ofTranspo11a1ion 
rectera l Highway Administration - Montana Division 
2880 Skyway Drive 
Helena. Momana 59602 

Dear Mr. Genzlinger: 

f.~~E\'IEO 

lll1" ttf L\t~mr--~ 

Th is letter is in response 10 your request that the US Anny Corps o f Engineers (Corps) 
provide commenls on the su1<jec1 project DEIS. The project area is along Miller Creek Road near 
the southwest edge of the City of Missoula in Missoula County. Montana. 

Alternatives: Construction ofa new bridge over the Bit1erroo1 River is required with some, but 
not all , of the build alternatives. The Section 404(b)(I) Guidelines for Specification of Di sposal 
S ites for Dredged or Fill Materia l fou nd at 40 C FR 230 slates that ·'no disc harge o f dredged or 
fill material shall be permilled if there is a practicab le a lte rnati ve lo the proposed discharge 
which would have less adverse impact on the aquatic ecosystem. so long as the alternati ve does 
not have other significant adverse environmental consequences.'' For the purpose of thi s 
requirement. pract icable alternatives inclmk, but are not limited to activities which do not 
invo lve a d ischarge o r dredged or fill materia l imo the WUS or discharges o f dredged or fill 
materi al at other locations in WUS. An al ternative is practicable if it is available and capable of 
being done after taki ng into consideration cost , ex isting technology. and logistics in light of 
overall project purposes. 

CEQ regulations found al 40 CFR 1500.2(c) require that environmental review for required 
permits should be integrated into the NEPA process so that the al ternati ves analysis and permit 
review procedures can be done concurrently rather than consecmivcl y. This prevents un­
permillable a lternat ives from being carried forward in the NEPA process. Normally, for projects 
expected to requ ire a Section 404 permit, this review takes the form of a Draft 404(b)(I) 
Ana lys is. Such an analysis is not included in the PD EIS. perhaps because the impacts a re 
ex pected to be minor. Nonetheless. as stated above it is requ ired that the review and analysis be 

Pr,n1fld on @ Reeyc!ed Paper 
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Appendix E: Comments and Responses E-16 

f i n a l  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  i m p a c t  s t a t e m e n t
miller creek road

Comment # 3 (continued) 

 

Response to Comment # 3 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
* 17: Once final design is complete and wetland impacts can be more 

precisely identified, a compensatory mitigation plan can be developed, if 
necessary. 
 
 

A 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
* 17 

 

I 

- 2 -

done concurrently and it is recommended that a Draft 404(b)( I) Analysis be perfo rmed and 
included with the EIS. 

Selection of an alternative that requires a new bridge over the Bitterroot Ri ver cannot be justified 
by stating that· the small amow1t of wetland fill associated with a build alternative would be 
avo ided. Alternatives that require a new bridge over the Bitterroot River will requ ire discharges 
of fill into WUS. Besides the direct impacts of the fill in the ri ver, there will be adverse indirect, 
secondary, and cwnulative impacts on the riverine ecosystem as a result of the creation ofa new 
transpo11ation corridor across the riparian area of the Bi tterroot River. All of these adverse 
ri verine apd riparian impacts would outweigh the adve rse effects of filling a small amount of 
wetland under a no-bridge alternative. Ri verine and ripari an impacts are avo ided by selection of 
an alternative that requires no new river crossing. Alternative 5A appears to have no other 
significant environmental consequences, and it was noticed that it was also the least costly build 
alternative carried fo rward. Because Alternative 5A satisfi es the project purpose and is the least 
environmentally dan1aging practicable alternative to the aquatic ecosystem, any of the build 
alternatives requiring a new bridge over the Bitterroot River could not and would not be 
permitted under Section 404. 

Wetlands: After reviewing the project alternatives carri ed forward , it is apparent that wetland 
impacts with each alternative are minimal. Even so, the Corps requires that impacts on WUS be 
avoided wherever practicable. Unavoidable impacts must be minimized. and compensa tory 
mi tigation is required fo r unavoidable impacts to all waters of the United States, not j ust 
wetlands. As stated in the document, a compensatory mitigation plan must be included in any 
future permit applications fo r the project, and it is suggested that a plan be de·veloped fo r 
inclusion in the Final EIS. 

ff you have any questions please call me at (406) 44 1-1 375 and reference Corps File 
Number 2003-90- 136. 

s ;.,c,reiy, _ jJ_ff 
Todd N. Tillinger, P.E. 
Project Manager 

Pr1n1ed on ® Recyded Paper 

I I II 1111111111111111111 



 

 

 Comments Responses 

A = Reference number for summary response issue     

Appendix E: Comments and Responses E-17 

f i n a l  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  i m p a c t  s t a t e m e n t
miller creek road

Comment # 4 Jim Skinner, Montana Department of 
Transportation 

   

Response to Comment # 4 
 
Responses to this comment letter can be found under Summary 
Response issue letter I. 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
* 18: Suggested change was made to the FEIS. 

* 18 

December 6, 2006 

Mr. Craig Genzlinger, PE 
Project Manager 
Federal Highway Administration 
585 Shepard Way 
Helena, MT 59601 

Subject: Miller Creek Road Draft Environmental Impact Statement - Montana 
Department of Transportation Comments 

Craig; 

We have reviewed the subject document and have the following comments: 

Page ES -16 
Section ES.6 - Other Major Governmental Actions 
• ln accordance with state law, the Montana Transportation Commission is the on ly 

entity that can award contracts on, or delegate authority to others to let contracts on 
Montana ' s highway system. The language in thi s section of the DEIS should describe 
this authority. 
For your reference, the Montana Code Annotated describes the Commission authority 
as follows; 

60-2-111. Letting of contracts on state and federal-aid highways. (I) Except as 
provided in subsection (2), all contracts for the construction or reconstruction of the 
highways and streets located on highway systems and state highways as defined in 60-2-
ill, including portions in cities and towns, and all contracts entered into under 7-14-
4108 must be let by the commission. Except as otherwise specificall y provided, the 
commission may enter the types of contracts and upon terms that it may decide. All 
contracts must meet the requirements of Title 18, chapter 2, part 4. When there is no 
prevailing rate of wages set by collective bargaining, the commission shall detennine the 
prevailing rate to be stated in the contract. 
(2) The commission may delegate the authority, with all appli cable statutory restrictions, 
to award any contract covered by this section to the department or to a unit of local 
government. 
(3) The commission may award contracts for projects that the department has determined 
are part of the design-build contracting pilot program authorized in 60-2- 135 through 60-
2-137. 

Program & Policy Analysis Bureau 
Phone: (406) 444-3423 
Fax: (406) 444-7611 

Raif, Transit and Planning Oivlsion 
TTY.· (8()0) 335-1592 

Web Paga: www.mdl.sta tt1.mt.us 
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Appendix E: Comments and Responses E-18 

f i n a l  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  i m p a c t  s t a t e m e n t
miller creek road

Comment # 4 (continued) 

    

Response to Comment # 4 (continued) 
 
 
 
* 19: Discussion of project funding was added to “Major Unresolved 
Issue” section in the Executive Summary. 
 
 
 

 
* 20: Miller Creek population increase “to 7,250” is correct.  

 
 

 
 
* 21: Agency coordination with MRL occurred and is documented in 

Chapter 5 and Appendix A of the EIS. See also Section 2.6.2.2 of the EIS. 
 
 
 

 
* 22: Figure 3-5 currently shows the urban boundary. Roadway functional 
classifications were added as suggested. 
 

 
* 23: Suggested changes were made. 

 
 

* 19 

C 

 

 

 
* 20 

 

 

 

 
* 21 

 

 

 

 
* 22 

 

 

 
* 23 

I 

Page ES-16 
Section ES.7 - Major Unresolved Jssue 
• The project is required to be in a fiscally constrained Transportation Plan and 

Transportation Improvement Plan. ln this case, the project would need to be in the 
Missoula Area TIP. The discussion of fiscal constraint should include a description 
of the funding mechanisms that are currently available, and a likely funding time line 
for the proposed alternatives within those funding mechanisms. 

Pages 1-5 
Sections 1.3 .1 - Historic and Future Land Use Trends 
• Regarding the noted increase in Miller Creek residential population - is it increasing 

"to 7,250" as indicated or "by 7,250"? 
• The previous comment also applies to; Page 3-2 Section 3.1.1 and Page 3-11 Section 

3.3 .2. 

Page 2-19 
Section 2.6.2 .2 - Design Features Common to Bridge Alternatives 
• Vertical clearance over MRL track: This description indicates that MDT determined 

that the minimum required vertical clearance over MRL's rail line. Is it appropriate 
for MDT to be making this determination and was MRL contacted by the EIS team to 
verify the minimum required verticaJ cJearance over their facility? 

Page 3-21 
Figure 3-5 
• It would be helpful to include the Federally approved Urban Boundary and all 

roadways and their functional class, as illustrated at; 
http://www.mdt.mt.gov/other/urban maps/fc internet/MTSSOULAFUNC.PDF, 

Page 3-22 & 3-23 
Section 3.4.1 - Roadway Conditions 
Descriptions of the roads are incorrect. Revise the descriptions as fo ll ows; 

• Old US 93 - a two-lane urban local road 
• Upper Miller Creek Road - begins as a two-lane urban collector and transitions 

into a rural major collector 
• Lower Miller Creek Road - begins as a two-lane urban collector and transitions 

into a local rural road 
• Linda Vista Boulevard - a two-lane urban local road 
• Gharrett Street - a two-lane urban collector 
• Blue Mountain Road - a two-lane rural major collector 
• MaclayBridge - a one-lane local bridge 
• South Avenue - a urban minor arterial 
• Hayes Creek Road - a two-lane rural local road 
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Appendix E: Comments and Responses E-19 

f i n a l  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  i m p a c t  s t a t e m e n t
miller creek road

Comment # 4 (continued) 

 
 

Response to Comment # 4 (continued) 
 
 
* 24: Suggested changes were made to the FEIS. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

* 25: Suggested change was made to the FEIS. 

 
 
 

 

* 24 

 

 

 

 

I 

 

 

 

 
* 25 

Page 3-24 
Section 3.4.1.1 Roadway System Inventory 
• Table 3-7 - revise the functional classifications based on the official federally 

approved functional classifications as illustrated on the corrected attachment. Also 
attached is a current functional classification map of the project area for reference. 

Page 3-29 
Table 3-9 

I . 2025 Forecasted Traffic Volumes on Miller Creek Road from Reserve Street to the 
"Y" seems quite high considering that the growth in dwelling units of 1380 noted in 
the EIS is only slightly higher than those noted in the 2004 Missoula transportation 
plan (1245). Please include the method used for developing this forecast. 

Page 5-2 
Table 5-1 
• 2nd item - Remove the quotation marks in the agency name Missoula Transportation 

"Policy" Coordinating Committee. 

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on this draft document. If you have any 
questions or need clarification, please don ' t hesitate to contact me at (406) 444-9233 . 

Sincerely, 

Jim Skinner, Manager 
Program & Policy Analysis Section 
Rail, Transit & Planning Division 

Copies: Dwane Kailey, PE, Missoula District Administrator 
Sandra Straehl, Rail, Transit & Planning Division Administrator 
Danielle Bolan, PE, State Traffic Engineer 
Shane Stack, Missoula District Engineering Design Manager 
Jean Riley, P.E., Environmental Services Bureau Chief 
Susan Kilcrease, Missoula DistTict Environmental 
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Map Legend 
Functional Classincation 

- Principal Arterial - Interstate 

- Principal Arterial - Non Interstate 

- Minor Arterial 

- Major Collector (Rural) I Collector (Urban) 

Minor Collector (Rural) 

-Local 

Q Missoula Urban Boundary 
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f i n a l  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  i m p a c t  s t a t e m e n t
miller creek road

Comment # 4 (continued) Response to Comment # 4 (continued) 
 
 
 

 
 
 

~ lllllllllllJIIIIIIIII m iller creek road -
draft e nvironmental i mpact st a tem en t 

Table 3-7 
Existing Mi l ler Creek A r ea Roadways: Ju risdiction and 

Functional Classification 

R~adway Segment 

US 93 (Brooks Street from Buckhouse Bridge to Reser,e 
Street, and Reserve Street north of Brooks Street) 

US 93 (west of Buckhouse Bridge) 

Miller Creek Road (Brooks Street to Upper/Lower Miller 
Creek Rood - nor1h ·y- intersection) 

Old US 93 

Upper Miller Greek Road (nor1h ·y- 1ntersection to Linda 
Vista Boulevard) 

Upper Miller Creek Road (south of Linda Vista Boulevard) 

Lower Miller Creek Road (east of Maloney Ranch Road) 

Lower Miller Creek Road (west of Maloney Ranch Road) 
Linda Vista Boulevard 

Reserve Street (Brooks Street to 39th Street) 
Gharrett Street 

Briggs Street 

39th Street 

Blue Mounta in Road 

South Avenue (Clements Rood to Reserve Street) 

Hayes Creek Road 
Source Missoula Office of PlaMll'lg and Granis (OPG) 

Jurisdiction 

MDT 

MDT 
City of Missoula 

City of Missoula 

City of Missoula 

Missoula County 

City of Missoula 

Missoula Counly 

City of Missoula 

City of Missoula 

City of MISSOUia 

City of Missoula 

Missoula County 

Missoula County 

Missoula County 

Funct ional Classification 

Pnncipal Artenal (Urban) 

Principal Arterial (Rural) 

~ Collector (Urban) 

I.«.:.,\ I Gelioetof (Urban) 

P"""""I Collector (Urban) 

~ Collector (Rural) 
"--61 (Urban) 

Mit,o"""1erial (Rural) 

Coileetor(Urban) 

Molef Arterial (Urban) 

l'<IAeij,al Collector (Urban) 

Getleelor (Urban) 

Minor Ar1erial (Urban) 

rllv,"' 
l,:,<o.\ 

While the predominant travel flow on US 93 through the project a rea is in th e southbound (west­
bound) direction during the ty pi cal weekd ay PM peak traffic period , the direct ional flow is more 
evenly spli t with approximately 65 percent of travel in the southbound (westbound) d irection 
and 35 percent of t ravel in th e northbound (eastbound) direction. Travel on US 93 is re latively 
even ly split in both d irections during mos t othe r times including weekends. Direct ly north and 
east of the Mi ller Creek area, US 93 traffic sp lits at the intersection of Brooks and Reserve 
Streets. In the AM peak period, approximately 45 pe rcent of northbound (eastbound ) traffi c from 
Brooks Street turn s north on Reserve Street; in the PM peak period, approximately 45 percent of 
southbound traffi c from Reserve Street turns sou thbound (westbound) on Brooks Street. 

Miller Creek Road, which collects predominantly commuter traffi c generated w ithin th e Miller 
Creek area, expe riences highest flows in the northbound direct ion during weekday AM peak peri ­
ods and pre dominant ly southbound flows during weekday PM per iods. The signalized intersection 
of US 93 and Mill er Creek Road accommodates most traffic movements between the Miller Creek 
area and US 93. At this in tersect ion, th e northbound to eastbound right turn is the criti cal move­
ment during the weekday AM peak period, and the reverse movement-westbound to south­
bound left turn-is most critical during the weekday PM peak period. The combination of heavy 
volumes on US 93 eastbound and Mi ller Creek Road northbound during the typi cal AM peak 
period resu lts in congestion on northbound Miller Creek Road with vehicle queues that extend 
sou th more t han 0 .5 mile through the north "Y" intersection. 

Traffic flowi ng t hrough the north "Y" intersection is highest in th e northbound (Upper Mil ler Creek 
Road) and eastbound (Lower Miller Creek Road) direct ions du rin g the weekday AM; the reverse 
flow is the highest o f al l movements duri ng the weekday PM. Traffic fl ow is generally more ba l ­
anced throughout th e proj ect area during oth er t imes of typica l weekdays and on w eekend s. 

3-24 Affected Environment rtfflll m1 ... .;.1tm;; 11111111111~1111111 II -
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f i n a l  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  i m p a c t  s t a t e m e n t
miller creek road

Comment # 5 Jim Skinner, Montana Department of 
Transportation 

 

Response to Comment # 5: 
 
 
 

* 26: The second paragraph on page 2-18 was modified as follows: In the 

DEIS, it was proposed that the left-turn movement from Old US 93 to US 
93 be eliminated for Alternative 5A. That movement could be maintained 
during non-peak hours; however, it may need to be restricted in the 
future depending on intersection operations. While the exclusive left-turn 
lane is provided in other build alternatives (2B, 3B, and 4C); this left-turn 

movement under Alternative 5A is designed to occur as a shared 
left/through traffic lane when not restricted. This condition would result in 
increased delay for through traffic on Old US 93 destined to the Miller 
Creek area as drivers wait for left-turn movements to occur. The 
difference between Alternative 5A and the No-Action Alternative is that 
Alternative 5A would provide additional capacity in the form of an 
adjacent southbound through lane into the Miller Creek area, whereas the 

shared left/through lane provides the only through movement capacity 
under the No-Action Alternative.  
 
With projected traffic increases, it will eventually be necessary to further 
increase or provide more efficient use of the available capacity of the Old 
US 93/Miller Creek Road/US 93 intersection. Increasing the capacity 
using available approach lanes would require a longer signal cycle length, 

beyond what may be acceptable to most drivers and to affected 
jurisdictions. Alternately, it is possible to maximize the available capacity 
by removing an underutilized turn movement from the intersection. The 
left-turn lane from Old US 93 to US 93 has a low volume during peak and 
off-peak periods compared to other movements. Complete restriction of 
this left-turn movement may be warranted in the future at the discretion 

of the Montana Department of Transportation (MDT), who has jurisdiction 
of US 93. 
 

 

* 26 

 

 

Montano Department of Trans portation 

October 23, 2007 

270 ! ?rospec / A'1enu~ 
PO8ox20100/ 

/-IP.le no MT 59620- 100 I 

Mr. Craig Genz lingcr. PE 
Project Manager 
Federal High~ay Admini stration 
585 Shepard Way 
Helena. \,ff 59601 

_Jim Lynch, D•rcc!o• 
Br,'on Schweitzer. Governor 

IIFC£fllr:r: 

" F//WA 
'-lo,~r4~'A 01v1s1011 

S ubject: Mil ler Creek Road Final Environmental Impact Slatcmcnl - M on tana 
Department ofTrnnspo1tation Additio 11al Comment 

Cra ig; 

Understanding the deadline for submitting comments on lhe subject p roject has passt:<l , 
1he Montana Department of Transportation submits the following additional conu11ent. 
Please accept the fol10\ving comment as part of our review: 

Page 2-18 
Section 2.6.2 - Build Alternatives 

• The intersection of Old 93 and US 93 should be given n thorough operational 
review to determine the impacts o f providing a left tum as Slated in the report. 
The FEJS shou ld discuss the operationa l issues related to provid ing a left tum 
movement without the benefit ofan exclusive left turn lane and ifit is detern,ined 
to be detrimental to operations a( the subject intersection then the left turn should 
be prohibited. 

Thank yo u for the opportunity to submit an add it iona l comment 011 this document. If you 
have any questions or need cla1ilication, please don ' t hesi tate to contact me at (406) 444-
9233. 

sl,"'.~ 

., im Skinner, Manager 
Program & Policy Analysis Secti on 
Rail , Transi t & Plann ing Di vis ion 

Copi es: O\vane Kailey. PE, Missoula District Admin.istrator 
Sand ra Straehl , Ra il, Transit & Plann ing Divis ion Admini strator 
Dani elle Bolan. PE, Siate Traflic Engineer 
Shane Stack. Missoula District Engineering Design Manager 
Jean Riley, P.E., Environmental Services Bureau Chief 
Susan Kilcrease. M issou la District Environmental 
file 

Program & Po!,zy Amly.,;1:,; Bureau 
Pnonc: {406) 444-3413 

An Equal Oppor•unily Employer Rail, Tran_,;ir and PiaMir.g Div/SK)() 
rrr: rsooJ JJS- 759Z 

Well Page.~: wwiv.mrft.sta:c.mt.us F.11<: {406) -l'l-f-1671 
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f i n a l  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  i m p a c t  s t a t e m e n t
miller creek road

Comment # 6: Barbara Evans, Missoula County 
Commissioner 

Response to Comment # 6 
 
Responses to this comment letter can be found under Summary 
Response issue letters C, D, F, G, H, L, and N. 
 

 

C 

 

 

 

 

D 

F 

 

B 

D 

F 

 

H 

 

N 

MISSOULA~ BOARD OF COUN COMMISSIONERS 
COUNTY 20 W BROADWAY ST 

LA MT 59602-4292 

NE: (406) 258-4677 

I 

I 
I 
I 
I 

Mr. Craig Genzlinger 
U .s. Department of Transportation 
Federal Highway Administration 
2880 Skyway Drive 
Helena, MT 59602 

RE: Miller Creek DEIS 

Dear Mr. Genzlinger. 

BCC 2006-307 AX: (406) 721-4043 
December 5, 2006 

Please consider this letter my formal comment on the MIiier Creek DEIS. 

I have been a Missoula County Commissioner for nearly 28 years. I have li~ed in this 
geographical area for all of that 28 years. I have heard the comments and the req 11ests of the 
people of this area and have tried lo respond to their needs. 

Several years ago, I traveled to Washington with Charlie Brown, who was, at thf I time, the 
president of the Homeowners Association for the Miller Creek area. We were able o convince 
our Congressional representatives to appropriate $5 million to study Ingress and e ress to the 
Miller Creek area. The purpose of the study was to find a second access an the main 
suggestion was a bridge across the Bitterroot River to U.S. Highway 93 South on th other side 
of the river. There is overwhelming support by the residents of the area for a brid e and they 
have made that very clear at every hearing. 

The last time I inquired as to how much of the $6 million wiis left, I was told that it jvas around 
$2 million. I'm asking you to use the remaining money to rethink this issue ~nd find an 
acceptable second way in and out of MIiier Creek. 

I have a great number of problems with the "Preferred Altemative." Merely widf Ing Miller 
Creek Road and the road to the north, between the County Club and the businesse that border 
the road on the east, is not the answer. I do not believe that merely widening Miller reek Road 
meets the intention of·the appropriation given by Congress; nor does it provide an ers to the 
problems that still exist. 

These are some of the problems that I see with the preferred alternative: 

• There are two landowners on the east side of Milter Creek Road that have ~OT 
agreed to the purchase or donation of their property for the expansion o1 the 
road , Their property is critical to this project. 

• One of the potential ways to reduce traffic is, of course, to add mass transit tel the 
mix. The Director of Mountain Line has evaluated this proposal and said it 4oes 
not meet the needs of the bus company. 

I I II 1111111111111111111 
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f i n a l  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  i m p a c t  s t a t e m e n t
miller creek road

Comment # 6 (continued) 
 

 

Response to Comment # 6 (continued) 
 
 

* 27: The project includes installing a light and adding turning lanes at 
the intersection of Briggs Street and Miller Creek, but does not include any 
improvements along Briggs Street.  The FEIS discusses expected traffic 

impacts on Briggs Street that will result from any of the build alternatives 
and provides a comparison to expected traffic that would occur under the 
No-Action alternative.  All of the alternative evaluated would reduce traffic 
on Briggs Street compared to the No-Action Alternative.  Average daily 
traffic (ADT) percent change is presented in Table 4-5 of the FEIS. 
 
 

 
 
 

* 28: During the last four years of the NEPA process, multiple public 

meetings and the public hearing for the DEIS have been held to identify 
public comments and concerns. All analysis and information gathered 

during the ongoing process will be reviewed and carefully considered prior 
to making any final decision. Opportunities for additional comments will be 
provided during circulation of the Final EIS. 

 
 

 

* 27 

 

 

L 

F 

G 

B 

 

D 

 

 
* 28 

• Briggs Street has been identified as part of the preferred alternative to take rj,uch 
of the traffic load; however, Cold Springs Elementary School is located onl that 
street. The principal of the school is very much opposed to this, as am I. 

I A copy of the letter from Cold Springs Principal Webb Harrington is attached. fl have also 
enclosed a letter from Kelly Wills, a member of the Missoula Country Club. I totallt agree with 
the content of both letters. 

There are roughly an additional 1,000 homes that have been approved for the MillefCreek area 
and the current problem Will only get worse, When the project "creped" into the aunty Club 
area, none of the folks along the road were consulted. If I'm not mistaken, that i one of the 
requirements. 

I 
WE NEED A SECOND ACCESS INTO AND OUT OF MILLER CREEK. 

I ask you to disapprove this alternative. It is my understanding that Jan Brow}attended a 
hearing with the citizens that testified as to their frustration and lack of support for t e preferred 
alternative. As she is going to be leaving the position, I ask that the new director h ve a similar 
hearing to listen to, in person, the concerns of the people. 

I understand that the FHWA will work With local government on this matter. I look forward to 
meeting with you, 

~dM-~ 
Barbara Evans 
Missoula County Commissioner 

BE/ppr 
Enclosures 
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f i n a l  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  i m p a c t  s t a t e m e n t
miller creek road

Comment # 6 (continued) 

 

Response to Comment # 6 (continued) 
 
This letter was an attachment to Barbara Evans’ letter. It was also 
received as a separate comment letter, and is contained in this 

appendix under Comment # 261. Please refer to that comment 
number for a response. 
 

Barbara Evans • Miller Creek EIS 

From: 
To: 
Date: 

"Kelly M. W'ills" <kmwills@GARLINGTON.COM> 
<craig.genzlinger@fhwa.dot.gov> 
12/6/2006 10:49:42 AM 

Subject: Miller Creek RIS 
CC: "Brad Dantio" <bdantic@alpenet.com>, "Neil Michelson• 

<nmiche!son@missoulacounttyclub.COID>, <mayor@ci.missoulamt.us>, 
<bevans@co.missoula.mt.us> 

Dear Mr. Genzinger. 
I and my famlly are members of the Mis&oula Counby Club. I am aware of the MIiier creek 8ridg1Projectthat Is 
being administered by the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA). I have review information co ceming the 
project and the draft EIS issued by FHWA. I believe the draft EIS vlolates the dictates Of the Publl Lands 
Highway Oiscretionary Program project application which wu to; 

ProP.osed Wor1': Transportation improvements to 'the Miller Creek area will in lude a 
new brid~ to be constructed accost tlie Bitterroot River to access Highway 93 . . A new 
road will also be constructed to the bridge from Lower Miller Creek road. 

Project Purpo1e & Benefits . .. The need is for two accesses out of the~ MiCreek 
area. The new bridge will make that possible. This will improve the health and s ety of 
the public. In an emergency the two ways out will add to the safety and w of the 

blic. 
The dralr1EIS further appean. to vlolata the Purpose 1md Need statement as expressed in th FHWA's NEPA 
study; 

'Ibe ptjmary purpose of the Miller Creek Road project is to _provide a safe, mul!modal 
secondan• acces to US 93 from Lower Miller· Creek Road. This access · be 
com.vatible withiocal and regional plans, provide for bicycle/pedestrian conn tivity, 
pfOVlde additional truck and vehicular access, and support transit and Trans rtation 
Demand Management (TDM) activities. 

The needs for the project include: 

Coosider development and planned growth within the Miller Creek 
• Dispersion of traffic and provisions for efficient and safe mov, 

from and witltin the study area and US 93. 
Provisions for access tliat can accommodate pedestrians, bicyc 
transit. 

• Provision of alternate access for emergency service providers. 
With the dreft EIS, the FHWA has 11nilaterallv chosen to abandon the spirit. pu~e and Intent of e Project. 
According to Preflirred Altemallve 5A as arif'culated in the pending draft EIS'. the Proiect res Of nclude a new 
brldge or even prQ\!ide a second access tQ the MIiier Creek area 110m U .s . Highway 93. n&tea e FHWA has 
spent nea!IY $3' Million (and counting) to sm,ply recommend a band-aid solution to an increasing congealed and 
~blematlc traffic area aff'eolfrig our commu!'lity, The FHWA recommends, among other things e wlclanlng of 
MiUer Creek Road, the expanslo11 of Oki Highway 93 and reaulting condemnation of a pc;,rtion of i&soula Country 
Club and other bu,infl$s ~~rties, and 11H1esi0ned traffic control devic:es on various Missoula s rraca streets -
a far cry fi"olT!. the Projects ongi_nal purposes, need& and goals. 
Further, the FHWA began the·e1s process In 2003 and clearly Identified Old Highway 93 as lying ut5' the 
boundaries and scope of the Project study area. Our Club and other bUSinesses irr:,pactad by the S had 
no fair notioe or expectation that our P.f"Operties w041d be lll!l)llcted by the Project. Moreover, th hout the EIS 
processa the FHWA did not &eek Input from our Cl~P. r1H1ardlng a!IY expansion of Old Highway 93 n fact, the 
FHWA id not present ii$ expensipn alternative until 2006 - near~ 3 yeal'S into the EIS_process. a result, the 
FHW~ failed to adequatelY consider the impacts on our Club and identtfy reasonable aHematives mitigate 
those impacts. . · 
We believe belief the draft EIS is deficient In many agpecta end the FHWA's Preferred Altemativ SA is a major 
and unexpected devladon from the orfgJnal puipose of the Proiect and fail9 to confOrm to the eta d purpQse 
behind the appropriadon or the undertymg aPP.11cation, We believe the Fl-fNA is moving ahead "this Project In 
total disregard of the a11pro11riations proceas. We rurther belieye that this Project. if completed uent to 
Preferred 1\ltematlva 5Pi, will make it difficult If not impossible for our Club to COrrtinue to operate s a golf courue 
after more than 90 years of service, benefit and enjovment to our corrvnunity and the State of Mo tana. 
I have also expressed these concerns to our Unitea States Senators and Conares11man. We ho that your office 

file://C:\Documents and Settings\bevans\Local Settings\Temp\OW}00018.H1M 12/6/2006 
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f i n a l  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  i m p a c t  s t a t e m e n t
miller creek road

Comment # 6 (continued) 

 

Response to Comment # 6 (continued) 
 will take our concerns to heart and Issue a revised draft EIS lhet is consistent with the stated purpope and 

guidennes for the sturdy. 

Thank you. 

Kelly M. Wills • gaclington i\ .,lurrobinson 
199 W. Pine"' P.O. Box 7909 
Missonla. MT 59807-7909 
Main Line: 406/523·2500 
Fax: 406/S23•259S 

A Profemoi,ol Limitod Liobility PortnersWp I Attorney, ,i Low $inc< 1870 

CONFIDENTIALITY: 
The infonnetion contained in this e-mail message ml!}' be privileged and confidential infoJlWltion intended q:tly for the use of 
the individual orentiiy ll8lilCd above. If you have received this communication in error, please notify us imtjlediately bye• 
mail or telephone end delete the original message from your computer. 
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f i n a l  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  i m p a c t  s t a t e m e n t
miller creek road

Comment # 6 (continued) Response to Comment # 6 (continued) 
 
This letter was an attachment to Barbara Evans’ letter. It was also 
received as a separate comment letter, and is contained in this 

appendix under Comment # 11. Please refer to that comment 
number for a response. 
 

Cold Springs School 

2625 Briggs 
Missoula, MT 59803 

Craig Genzllnser, PE 
Federal HiaJ,way Administration 
S8S Shepard WJY 
Helena, MT S9601 

Pear Mr, Genzlinger: 

Phone(406)542-40~o 
FAX (406) 542-40~2 

October 17, 2006 

I am writing to formally express concern about the potential negative impllCt 
Alternative SA on westbound traffic on lmggs Street. Cold Springs Elementary Sch 
is located at 2625 Briggs. The scbool serves Upper Miller Creek, Linda Vista, 
Maloney Rim.ch subdivisions. Tbese threo attendance lll'eDS are growing as new h1 
are being built and a. great number of p,uenrs from these areas drop off and pick up tti,ir 
children on Briggs. 

Tmffic is already a concern on Brlsgs, The Mitsoula Police Department does 
outstanding job supponing the school's efforts to provide for the safety cf students 
adults on J3tiggs in front of Cold Springs Elementary, They ere a c;a!mlng presence in ¢le 
area, bijt we still have several close calls every week because of traffic, 

The plan to put a light at Briggs and Miller Creek will Increase westbound tra 
on Briggs. Presently re3idents of the a,:ea (includin; University of Montana studenu 
high :1¢hool students from Sentinel High School) use 39" and Oharrett to ae1:ess BriggsEs 
a sborttllt ta Miller Creek Road. A traffic light at Briggs and Miller Creek wo Id 
encourage more weHbound traffic on Briggs during peak travel times. DriVffll now h e 
to wait for a chance to break into tho flow <1f north/south traffic on Miller Creek Ro , 
This wait discoura~s many from using Briggs, 

Beach Transportation iu:cesses our bus lane via Briggs. Parents, des 
discolll'Bgoment from the school, use Briggs to drop off and. pick up children at p~ak 
travel times during the day. The safely of tlicse activities would be negatively !mpaojed 
by mCreJIJed westbound traffic on Briggs. 

A further concern is the future access for the proposed Super Wal­
Presently the Wal-Mart Corporation has kept all egress lllld Ingress for !heir store o 
Briggs. They have done this at1hc school'• request and we hope that this will not c 
with a new store. Any ingress or Cl!l'e&s for the St1plll' Center would add another lay, 
safety concerns for studenu on Briggs. 

Webb Ha'-' 
Principal 
Cold Springs Elemontaty School 
Missoula, Montana S9803 
406-542•40 l 0 

C: Mhsoufa Collllt)I Commissioners 
Mayor John Eugen 
Missoula Police Department 

I I II 1111111111111111111 
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 Comments Responses 

A = Reference number for summary response issue     

Appendix E: Comments and Responses E-31 

f i n a l  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  i m p a c t  s t a t e m e n t
miller creek road

Comment # 8 (continued) Response to Comment # 8 (continued) 
 
 
 
 

RESOLUTION NUMBER 7038 

A RESOLUTION SUPPORTING THE CONSTRUCTION OF A SECONDARY ACCESS INTO THE 
MILLER CREEK AREA AND THREE LANE RECONSTRUCTION OF A PORTION OF MILLER CREEK 
ROAD 

WHEREAS, the Missoula City Council supports the enhancement of public health , safety , and 
convenience for the ci tizens and visitors to the City of Missoula by the construction and maintenance of 
adequate public roadways to support planned urban land uses; 

WHEREAS the City of Missoula, in conjunction with the community's Metropolitan Planning Organization 
in partnership with Missoula County, the Montana Department of Transportation, and other interested 
agencies has adopted the 2004 Missoula Urban Transportation Plan Update which documents regional 
transportation goals; 

WHEREAS, a portion of the Transportation Plan identifies existing and projected traffic capacity 
deficiencies in the Miller Creek area of southwest Missoula due to the inadequate existing road systems 
and a lack of secondary access for the neighborhood; 

WHEREAS, the City of Missoula, Missoula County, area developers and property owners are currently 
working on a project for the reconstruction of a portion of Mil ler Creek Road from the intersection of Upper 
and Lower Miller Creek Road to Briggs Street which includes three traffic lanes, curbs, sidewalks , bicycle 
lanes and drainage improvements in conformance with the adopted Transportation Plan and pre-existing 
developer agreements; 

WHEREAS, area developers and property owners are paying for the improvements to Miller Creek Road 
in conformance with pre-existing developer agreements and subdivision conditions; 

WHEREAS, the U.S. Department of Transportalion Federa l Highway Administration is working in 
conjunction with Missoula Metropolitan Planning Organization agencies on an environmental impact 
statement for enhanced access into the Miller Creek area; 

WHEREAS, the environmental impact statement is considering the option of constructing a secondary 
access into the Miller Creek area via a new bridge across the Bitterroot River connecting to U.S. Highway 
93; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Missoula City Council hereby expresses support for the 
reconstruction of Mille r Creek Road to a three lane road from Mocking Bird Way on Upper Miller Creek 
Road to Briggs Street in conformance with the Missoula Transportation Plan and pre-existing developer 
agreemen ts; 

AND, also supports the Federal Highway Administration's completion of the Miller Creek Road 
Environmental Impact Statement identifying a preferred alternative which includes construction of a 
secondary access into the Miller Creek area via a new bridge across the Bitterroot River to U.S. Highway 
93. 

PASSED AND ADOPTED this --11".__ day of March, 2006. 

ATTEST: 

/s/ Martha L. Rehbein 
Martha L. Rehbein 
City Clerk 

(SEAL) 

APPROVED: 

is/ John Engen 
John Engen 
Mayor 
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f i n a l  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  i m p a c t  s t a t e m e n t
miller creek road

Comment # 9: Tom Steenberg, Missoula Fire Dept. 

         

Response to Comment # 9 
 
Responses to this comment letter can be found under Summary 
Response issue letters D, E, F, and H. 
 

 
* 30: Regarding your concern for providing access to the Miller Creek 
area in the event that Miller Creek Road becomes impassable, we 
acknowledge that a bridge alternative would provide a secondary access 

should such a situation occur.  However, Alternative 5A (Preferred 
Alternative) would provide a wider cross-section with additional lanes on 
Miller Creek Road, which would provide flexibility for alternate lane usage 
should some lanes become impassable. Overall traffic congestion on Miller 
Creek Road would be improved with Alternative 5A compared to the No-
Build Alternative. 
 

* 31: We understand and appreciate your concerns regarding public 

safety for residents of the Miller Creek area.  We acknowledge that 
emergency response and evacuation for the Miller Creek area would be 
enhanced by a bridge alternative, and that was fully considered along with 
the costs, impacts, benefits, and how well each alternative meets the 
project’s purpose and need. Although Missoula County has no requirement 

to provide more than one access to a subdivision, the Miller Creek area 
has a secondary access route to use in the event of an emergency via 
Gharrett Street to 39th Street. Alternative 5A would improve traffic flow on 
Miller Creek Road, US 93, and area roadways which would enhance the 
ability for existing roads to evacuate the Miller Creek Road area or provide 
emergency response to areas to the south.  

 
 

D 

F 

 

 
* 30 

 

* 31 
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December 5, 2006 

Craig Genzlinger, P.E. 
Project Manager 
Federal Highway Administration 
585 Shepard Way, 
Helena, MT 59601 

Dear Mr. Genzlinger: 

FIRE DEPARTMENT 
625 E. Pine, Missoula, MT 59802 

Office (406)258-4709 Fax (406)258-4941 
www.ci.missgula.mt.us/fire 

REGEJvi;o 

OE( 11 7 ?CnR 
fhwt 

MtltmNA!!rorMN 

We are writing in response to the Miller Creek Road Draft Environmental Impact Statement 
(DEIS). Frankly , we are disappointed with the identified preferred alternative, SA. 

From a public safety perspective, we believe a need exists for an alternative access into the 
Miller Creek / Linda Vista area. This area of our community has been identified as one of the 
fastest growing locales in Missoula County, and we feel the projected build out and growing 
population necessitate another means of ingress / egress, e.g. a bridge across the Bitterroot 
River. 

A bridge accessing the Miller Creek / Linda Vista area would enhance public safety by: 

Providing access for emergency vehicles in the event Miller Creek Road was 
impassable. 
Providing area residents a primary or secondary evacuation route in the event of an 
emergency. 

• Reducing the current traffic congestion on Miller Creek Road that can affect emergency 
response times. 

• Reducing emergency response times both into the Miller Creek / Linda Vista area as 
well as the areas to the south. 

We realize there are other factors that are necessary to consider within the context of the DEIS 
and the identified alternatives. However we feel strongly that a bridge alternative would best 
address public safety needs. 

We appreciate the opportunity to comment on the Miller Creek Road DEIS. Please feel free to 
contact me for additional information or clarification. 

~~- C~ 
Thomas A. Steenberg 
Fire Chief 

cc: Asst. Chief Painter, Asst. to the Chief Diehl; Battalion Chief Logan; Public Works Director 
Steve King 

AN EQUAL EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY AFFIRMATIVE ACTION EMPLOYE M / F IV/ H * 
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Appendix E: Comments and Responses E-34 

f i n a l  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  i m p a c t  s t a t e m e n t
miller creek road

Comment # 11: Webb Harrington, Cold Springs 
Elementary School Principal 

Response to Comment # 11 
 
Responses to this comment letter can be found under Summary 
Response issue letters H, I, and L. 
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Cold Springs School 

2625 Briggs 
Missoula, MT 59803 

Craig Genzlinger, PE 
Federal Highway Administration 
585 Shepard Way 
Helena, MT 5960 1 

D~ar Mr. Genzlinger: 

IICEMD 

OC'T to ?.00~ 
ntWio. --~N 

Phone (406) 542-4010 
FAX (406) 542-4012 

October 1 7, 2006 

I am writing to formally express concern about the potential negative impact of 
Alternative 5A on westbound traffic on Briggs Street. Cold Springs Elementary School 
is located at 2625 Briggs. The school serves Upper Miller Creek, Linda Vista, and 
Maloney Ranch subdivisions. These three attendance areas are growing as new homes 
are being built and a great nwnber of parents from these areas drop off and pick up their 
children on Briggs. 

Traffic is already a concern on Briggs. The Missoula Police Department does an 
outstanding job supporting the school's efforts to provide for the safety of srudents and 
adults on Briggs in front of Cold Springs Elementary. They are a calming presence in the 
area, but we still have several close calls every week because of traffic. 

The plan to put a light at Briggs and Miller Creek will increase westbound traffic 
on Briggs. Presently residents of the area (including University of Montana students and 
high school students from Sentinel High School) use 39lh and Gharrett to access Briggs as 
a shortcut to Miller Creek Road. A traffic light at Briggs and Miller Creek would 
encourage more westbound traffic on Briggs during peak n-avel times. Drivers now have 
to wait for a chance to break into the flow of north/south traffic on Miller Creek Road. 
This wait discourages many from using Briggs. 

Beach Transportation accesses our bus lane via Briggs. Parents, despite 
discouragement from the school, use Briggs to drop off and pick up children at peak 
travel times during the day. The safety of these activities would be negatively impacted 
by increased westbound traffic on Briggs. 

A further concern is the future access for the proposed Super Wal-Mart. 
Presently the Wal-Mart Corporation has kept all egress and ingress for their store off of 
Briggs. They have done this at the school's request and we hope that this will not change 
with a new store. Any ingress or egress for the Super Center would add another layer of 
safety concerns for students on Briggs. 

Webb Harrington'....____.., 
Principal 
Cold Springs Elementary School 
Missoula, Montana 59803 
406-542-40 I 0 

C: Missoula County Commissioners 
Mayor John Engen 
Missoula Police Department 
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Appendix E: Comments and Responses E-35 

f i n a l  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  i m p a c t  s t a t e m e n t
miller creek road

Comment # 12: Gerard P. Berens 

 

Response to Comment # 12 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

* 32: Your comments have been noted. * 32 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TARGET RANGE HOMEOWNERS ASSOCIATION 
"Rura1 By Design" 

3416 SOUTH AVENUE WEST-Target Range, Montana, 59804 
Phone 543-5334 - Fax 549-$673 - Email, GerardPBerens@bresnan.net 

Gerard Berens, President 542-0167 Charlene Miller - Sec/ Treasurer 543-5334; Paul Lalsy, Vice Pres. - 543-8540; 
HUaf'J Benbenek, Area 1, 721-0629; Anne Rupkalvls Area 2, 549-6689 Carol McQuade, Area 3, 728-5673; Fred Stewart 

Area 4, 549-9017; Helen Orendain, 721-6995, Area 5; Sue Mathewaon, 726-0249; Wally Sept 543-6637 

Mr. Craig Genzlinger, P.E. 
Federal Highway Administration 
Project Leader, Miller Creek Road EIS 

We would like to acknowledge the major shift in direction for the Miller Creek Road DEIS as a 
result of the new purpose and need statement that allowed you to focus on how to best alleviate 
the serious traffic problems encountered by residents of Miller Creek. You are now looking at 
how to "provide safe and improved access between US 93 and the Miller Creek area" rather than 
how to make another point of access into Miller Creek by building a bridge across the Bitterroot 
River. You are to be commended for listening to comments and suggestions from many 
individuals including our members at your earlier scoping and public involvement sessions. We 
want to again thank Mr. Gunslinger and other members of the team for agreeing to attend a 
public meeting arranged by our organization at the Target Range School in February, 2004, to 
hear the concerns we had with the direction the study was originally taking. 

What a difference the alternatives in the DEIS are compared to the alternatives that were 
originally presented in 2003 ! It is particularly interesting to note that as a result of the new 
purpose and need statement, all alternatives are addressing congestion at the existing intersection 
of Miller Creek Road and US 93. 

Our organization wants to go on record as supporting the Preferred Alternative- 5A for the 
following reasons: 

• It is clearly the most effective of all alternatives at improving expected future traffic 
volumes in terms of operations and volumes of traffic at US 93/Miller Creek Road 
intersection, and this is where the critical need for improvement exists. 

• It has the least negative impact of all alternatives in terms of: 
I) conversion of residential and commercial land use to transportation use 
2) farmland or agricultural uses 
3) fewest overall right-of-way and access requirements 
4) no impacts on the Bitterroot River! 
5) no dredge/fill materials in "Waters of the United States" 
6) no effects on riparian or grassland wildlife habitat 
7) least fill within the floodplain 
8) no impacts on bull trout 
9) shortest construction period and least effect on US 93 traffic operations 

• Preliminary cost assumptions show this alternative, at$ 13.0 million, is less than one third 
the cost of the next cheapest alternative, 3B, at $42.5 million. 
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Appendix E: Comments and Responses E-36 

f i n a l  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  i m p a c t  s t a t e m e n t
miller creek road

Comment # 12 (continued) 

 

Response to Comment # 12 (continued) 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
* 33: Reference to the Target Range School meeting was added to 

Section 5.3.5. 

 

* 34: The forecasted 4% increase in ADT under Alternative 3B compared 

to the No-Action is reasonable (see section 3.4.1.1 and Table 3-8). A 
travel time comparison study conducted during a congested weekday AM 
period in 2004 revealed that a route using Blue Mountain Road and South 
Avenue that also accounted for reduced travel time associated with a new 
South Avenue bridge for travel between the intersections of US 93/Blue 

Mountain Road and Reserve Street/South Avenue is substantially longer 
and requires slower travel speeds compared to the primary route on US 
93. 
 
* 35: The forecasts for all alternatives evaluated were based on a future 
(year 2020) transportation system that consists of programmed projects 
and other reasonably foreseeable actions. The baseline transportation 
network used for the evaluation of all alternatives included projects 
identified in the adopted Missoula Urban Transportation Plan such as the 
planned South Avenue Bridge. While no current funding may be available 
to complete that project, the year 2020 forecasts incorporated this project 

based on availability of funding and advancement of the project to 
construction by the year 2020. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
* 33 

 

 
* 34 

 

 

 

 

 
* 35 

 

• It is the only build alternative that addresses improving traffic flows for Miller Creek 
residents without exporting negative impacts to other communities adjoining Miller 
Creek 

In summary, Alternative 5A clearly is best at meeting the purpose and need identified for t!us 
project and we strongly support this alternative as the Preferred Alternative. Thank you for 
your conscientious efforts and willingness to meet with us and other members of the public. 

Sincerely, 

~v~ 
Gerard P. Berens 

Points of Clarification 

I. Although documented in Appendix B, the public meeting held at Target Range School on 
February 5, 2004 is not listed in Section 5.3.5 

2. The level of ADT Volume/Percent Change from No-Action Alternative shown in Table 4-5 
for the "Proposed" South Ave. Bridge is not credible for Alternative 3B. A South Ave. bridge 
would cut down commuting time and drivers coming out of Miller Creek would be more likely 
to stay on Blue Mountain road to get into town rather than join the traffic on US 93. The 
percentage change assumed is too low and negative impacts also too low. 

3. The assumption made in the traffic demand analysis that projects identified in the 2004 
Missoula Urban Transportation Plan Update as recommended plan projects would be in place is 
not reasonable for either the South Avenue bridge or a Miller Creek Road bridge across the 
Bitterroot. (Page 4-154) There is no money reasonably available in the Missoula County budget 
for such high cost items. Including such items in your transportation analysis can lead to 
misleading results. 
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rta
tio
n 
fo
r 
th
e 
la
st
 te
n 
ye
ar
s 
an
d 
I’v
e 
pu
t a
 lo
t o
f t
ho
ug
ht
 

an
d 
w
or
k 
in
to
 w
ha
t i
s 
go
in
g 
to
 m
ak
e 
ou
r t
ra
ns
po
rta
tio
n 
w
or
k.
  I
t i
s 
al
l c
on
ne
ct
ed
, t
hi
s 
w
ho
le
 v
al
le
y 
is
 

co
nn
ec
te
d.
  N
ex
t w
ee
k 
th
er
e 
is
 a
 m
ee
tin
g 
in
 th
is
 ro
om

 a
bo
ut
 9
3 
S
ou
th
 –
 a
re
 w
e 
go
in
g 
to
 h
av
e 
si
x 
la
ne
s,
 

se
ve
n 
la
ne
s,
 a
 tr
ai
n 
se
rv
ic
e 
co
m
in
g 
up
 fr
om

 th
e 
B
itt
er
ro
ot
? 
 J
us
t r
ec
en
tly
 I 
fo
un
d 
ou
t t
ha
t a
 c
on
ne
ct
io
n 

fro
m
 F
lo
re
nc
e 
in
to
 M
ill
er
 C
re
ek
 v
ia
 e
xt
en
di
ng
 th
e 
ea
st
 s
id
e 
hi
gh
w
ay
 w
as
 r
ul
ed
 o
ut
.  
I t
hi
nk
 th
at
 is
 a
 g
oo
d 

th
in
g 
to
 r
ul
e 
ou
t. 
 I 
do
n’
t t
hi
nk
 w
e 
ne
ed
 s
ev
en
 la
ne
s 
fo
r 
H
ig
hw
ay
 9
3.
  I
’v
e 
th
ou
gh
t a
 lo
t a
bo
ut
 it
 a
nd
 I 
th
in
k 

a 
tra
in
 s
er
vi
ce
 w
ou
ld
 b
e 
an
 a
m
az
in
g 
th
in
g 
fro
m
 H
am

ilt
on
 p
er
ha
ps
 p
as
t M

is
so
ul
a.
  I
f w
e 
ca
n 
bu
ild
 a
 tr
ue
 

m
ul
ti-
m
od
al
 tr
an
sp
or
ta
tio
n 
sy
st
em

 w
ith
 c
on
ne
ct
ed
 b
ik
e 
an
d 
w
al
k 
tra
ils
, b
us
 s
er
vi
ce
, t
ra
in
s,
 a
nd
 a
 g
oo
d 

dr
iv
in
g 
sy
st
em

, a
ll 
th
es
e 
th
in
gs
 c
ou
ld
 w
or
k 
w
el
l t
og
et
he
r. 
 W
he
n 
I t
hi
nk
 o
f M

is
so
ul
a,
 I 
th
in
k 
it 
w
ou
ld
 w
or
k 

w
el
l f
or
 e
ve
ry
on
e.
  T
hi
s 
ar
ea
 m
ig
ht
 b
e 
th
e 
m
os
t c
ha
lle
ng
in
g,
 it
 d
oe
sn
’t 
ha
ve
 m
an
y 
se
rv
ic
es
 a
nd
 p
eo
pl
e 

lik
e 
th
ei
r s
pa
ce
; t
he
y 
w
an
t t
o 
be
 a
bl
e 
to
 d
riv
e 
w
he
re
 th
ey
 n
ee
d 
to
.  
B
ut
 h
ea
rin
g 
ev
er
y 
co
m
m
en
t, 
ev
er
yo
ne
 

is
 s
ay
in
g 
w
e 
ha
ve
 m
or
e 
an
d 
m
or
e 
tr
af
fic
.  
W
e 
m
ay
 n
ee
d 
to
 d
o 
th
in
gs
 a
 li
ttl
e 
bi
t d
iff
er
en
tly
 –
 o
il 
pr
ic
es
 a
re
 

go
in
g 
up
, t
he
re
 a
re
 a
ir 
qu
al
ity
 is
su
es
, s
o 
I w
an
t u
s 
to
 p
ut
 o
ur
 h
ea
ds
 to
ge
th
er
 a
nd
 fi
gu
re
 o
ut
 h
ow
 w
e 
ca
n 

re
ta
in
 q
ua
lit
y 
of
 li
fe
 a
nd
 M
on
ta
na
 v
al
ue
s 
bu
t m

ay
be
 d
o 
it 
so
 it
 is
n’
t j
us
t n
ev
er
-e
nd
in
g 
tr
af
fic
.  
O
ur
 w
eb
si
te
 

is
 w
w
w
.s
us
ta
in
ab
le
tr
an
sp
or
ta
tio
n.
co
m
  

 I w
an
t t
o 
he
ar
 fr
om

 y
ou
 b
ec
au
se
 if
 I’
m
 g
oi
ng
 to
 s
ta
rt 
sa
yi
ng
 in
 th
e 
m
ee
tin
g 
ne
xt
 w
ee
k,
 le
t’s
 s
ta
rt
 d
oi
ng
 

tra
in
in
gs
 a
nd
 n
ot
 c
on
tin
ue
 9
3.
  I
f y
ou
 li
ke
 th
at
 p
le
as
e 
le
t m

e 
kn
ow
, i
f y
ou
 c
an
’t 
st
an
d 
th
at
 id
ea
, l
et
 m
e 

kn
ow
 a
nd
 le
t m

e 
kn
ow
 w
hy
 b
ec
au
se
 I’
m
 lo
ok
in
g 
at
 th
e 
m
at
h 
an
d 
se
ei
ng
 th
at
 th
er
e 
co
ul
d 
be
 a
 li
ttl
e 
tr
ai
n 

st
at
io
n 
rig
ht
 a
t t
he
 W
al
-M
ar
t p
ar
ki
ng
 lo
t. 
 C
ou
ld
 y
ou
 w
al
k 
or
 b
ik
e 
to
 th
e 
tra
in
 c
om

in
g 
in
to
 M
is
so
ul
a 
an
d 

w
al
k 
to
 a
no
th
er
 d
es
tin
at
io
n 
– 
po
ss
ib
ly
 o
nc
e 
a 
w
ee
k 
an
d 
no
t e
ve
ry
 d
ay
? 
 W
ha
t I
’m
 g
et
tin
g 
at
 is
 le
t’s
 fi
gu
re
 

ou
t s
om

et
hi
ng
 a
 li
ttl
e 
di
ffe
re
nt
.  
I w
ou
ld
 lo
ve
 to
 s
ee
 tr
ai
ns
 s
ta
te
w
id
e 
so
 y
ou
 c
ou
ld
 re
al
ly
 d
o 
a 
fe
w
 d
iff
er
en
t 

th
in
gs
.  
W
e’
ve
 h
ad
 tr
ai
ns
 in
 th
e 
pa
st
 a
nd
 m
ay
be
 it
 is
 ti
m
e 
th
at
 w
e 
br
in
g 
th
em

 b
ac
k.
  I
 d
o 
lik
e 
a 
th
re
e-
la
ne
 

in
st
ea
d 
of
 a
 fi
ve
-la
ne
 fo
r L
ow
er
 M
ill
er
 C
re
ek
.  
I f
in
d 
th
at
 fi
ve
 la
ne
s 
ar
e 
ha
rd
 to
 c
ro
ss
 o
n 
fo
ot
 o
r 
bi
ke
 a
nd
 

yo
u 
ar
e 
sw
itc
hi
ng
 la
ne
s 
an
d 
th
ey
 c
an
 c
au
se
 m
or
e 
co
ng
es
tio
n 
th
an
 th
ey
 s
ol
ve
.  
Le
t’s
 w
or
k 
to
ge
th
er
 o
n 

th
is
 th
in
g.
 

R
es

p
on

se
 t

o 
C

om
m

en
t 

#
 1

3
 

 R
e
s
p
o
n
s
e
s
 t
o
 t
h
is
 c
o
m
m
e
n
t 
c
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n
 b
e
 f
o
u
n
d
 u
n
d
e
r 
S
u
m
m
a
ry
 

R
e
s
p
o
n
s
e
 i
s
s
u
e
 l
e
tt
e
rs
 F
, 
H
, 
N
, 
a
n
d
 O
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 R
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c
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 n
u
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e
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s
u

m
m

a
ry

 r
e

s
p

o
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s
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s
s

u
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C
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n
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p
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E
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f
in

a
l 

e
n

v
ir

o
n

m
e

n
t
a

l 
im

p
a

c
t
 
s

t
a

t
e

m
e

n
t

m
il
le

r 
c
re

e
k
 r

o
a
d

C
om

m
en

t 
#

 1
4
: 

S
te

p
h
en

 G
. 
E

ar
le

 
F
ro
m
: 
S
te
v
e
 E
a
rl
e
 [
m
a
ilt
o
:s
e
a
rl
e
@
m
o
u
n
ta
in
lin
e
.c
o
m
] 
 

S
e
n
t:
 W

e
d
n
e
sd
a
y
, 
N
o
v
e
m
b
e
r 
2
2
, 
2
0
0
6
 1
0
:2
3
 A
M
 

T
o
: 
cr
a
ig
.g
e
n
zl
in
g
e
r@

fh
w
a
.d
o
t.
g
o
v
; 
M
cC
o
y
, 
M
is
ty
 S
. 

S
u
b
je
c
t:
 M
ill
e
r 
C
re
e
k
 E
IS

 

I 
w

o
u
ld

 l
ik

e
 t
o
 a

sk
 t
h
a
t 
yo

u
 c

o
n
s
id

e
r 

th
e
 f

o
llo

w
in

g
 c

o
m

m
e
n
ts

 i
n
 

re
g

a
rd

 t
o
 y

o
u
r 

d
ra

ft
 o

f 
th

e
 M

ill
e
r 

C
re

e
k
 R

o
a
d
 im

p
ro

ve
m

e
n
t 

E
IS

: 
1
. 
 C

o
n
c
e
rn

in
g

 a
lt
e
rn

a
ti
v
e
s
 t

h
a
t 

b
e
s
t 
le

n
d
 t

h
e
m

s
e
lv

e
s
 t

o
 b

u
ild

in
g

 a
 

b
e
tt

e
r 

in
fr

a
s
tr

u
ct

u
re

 f
o
r 

p
u
b
lic

 t
ra

n
s
it 

–
 I
 b

e
lie

ve
 a

lt
e
rn

a
ti
ve

s
 2

B
 

a
n
d
 4

C
 p

ro
vi

d
e
 t

h
e
 b

e
st

 o
p
p
o
rt

u
n
it
ie

s 
fo

r 
o
u
r 

tr
a
n
s
it
 s

ys
te

m
 t
o
 

e
xp

a
n
d
 i
n
to

 t
h
e
 M

ill
e
r 

C
re

e
k
 a

re
a
. 
 T

h
e
s
e
 a

lt
e
rn

a
tiv

e
s
 s

e
c
u
re

 
s
u
ff

ic
ie

n
t 
ri
g

h
t 
o
f 

w
a
y 

th
a
t 

c
o
u
ld

 b
e
 u

s
e
d
 f

o
r 

b
u
s 

st
o
p
s
, 
s
h
e
lt
e
rs

 
a
n
d
 p

a
s
s
e
n
g

e
r 

a
m

e
n
it
ie

s
. 
 T

h
e
y 

a
ls

o
 i
llu

s
tr

a
te

 s
e
ve

ra
l 
k
e
y 

lo
c
a
ti
o
n
s
 w

h
e
re

 p
a
rk

 a
n
d
 r

id
e
s
 f
o
r 

tr
a
n
s
it,

 c
a
rp

o
o
ls

 a
n
d
 v

a
n
p
o
o
ls

 
c
o
u
ld

 p
o
te

n
ti
a
lly

 b
e
 e

s
ta

b
lis

h
e
d
. 

2
. 
 A

lt
e
rn

a
ti
ve

s
 2

B
 a

n
d
 4

C
 a

ls
o
 i
llu

s
tr

a
te

 k
e
y 

c
ro

ss
in

g
s 

w
it
h
 t

h
e
 

e
xi

s
ti
n
g

 r
a
il 

in
fr

a
s
tr

u
ct

u
re

 a
n
d
 a

d
ja

c
e
n
t 

p
ro

p
e
rt

y 
th

a
t 

is
 n

o
t 

c
u
rr

e
n
tl
y 

d
e
ve

lo
p
e
d
 c

o
m

m
e
rc

ia
lly

. 
 T

h
is

 l
a
n
d
 c

o
u
ld

 b
e
 u

s
e
d
 t

o
 

e
s
ta

b
lis

h
 p

a
rk

 a
n
d
 r

id
e
s
 a

n
d
 p

a
s
s
e
n
g

e
r 

b
o
a
rd

in
g
 a

n
d
 d

e
-b

o
a
rd

in
g
 

c
e
n
te

rs
 i
n
 t
h
e
 e

ve
n
t 
th

a
t 
p
a
s
s
e
n
g

e
r 

ra
il 

(u
s
in

g
 D

M
U

’s
) 

is
 

e
s
ta

b
lis

h
e
d
 a

s
 a

 T
D

M
 m

e
a
s
u
re

 i
n
 t
h
e
 9

3
 c

o
rr

id
o
r.

  
 

3
. 
 A

s
 f
a
r 

a
s
 I
 c

a
n
 s

e
e
, 
th

e
 p

re
fe

rr
e
d
 a

lt
e
rn

a
ti
ve

 (
5
A

) 
d
o
e
s 

n
o
t 

s
e
c
u
re

 e
n
o
u
g

h
 r

ig
h
t-

o
f-

w
a
y 

to
 c

re
a
te

 a
 u

s
e
fu

l t
ra

n
s
it
 c

o
rr

id
o
r 

a
lo

n
g

 t
h
e
 e

xi
s
ti
n
g
 M

ill
e
r 

C
re

e
k
 R

o
a
d
 n

o
r 

d
o
e
s
 i
t 
p
ro

vi
d
e
 a

d
e
q

u
a
te

 
a
c
c
e
s
s
 t
o
 a

n
y 

n
e
w

 p
a
rk

 a
n
d
 r

id
e
 l
o
c
a
ti
o
n
s
. 
 T

h
e
re

 s
im

p
ly

 w
o
n
’t
 b

e
 

ro
o
m

 t
o
 b

u
ild

 b
u
s
 s

to
p
s 

a
n
d
 o

th
e
r 

p
a
ss

e
n
g

e
r 

a
m

e
n
it
ie

s
. 
 O

ve
ra

ll,
 

m
o
re

 c
o
n
s
id

e
ra

ti
o
n
 t

o
 p

la
n
n
in

g
 f
o
r 

fu
tu

re
 d

e
ve

lo
p
m

e
n
t 
o
f 
fi
xe

d
 

ro
u
te

 b
u
s
 t
ra

n
s
it 

a
n
d
 p

a
ss

e
n
g

e
r 

lig
h
t 
ra

il 
tr

a
n
s
it 

n
e
e
d
s
 t

o
 b

e
 m

o
re

 
c
le

a
rl
y 

a
d
d
re

s
s
e
d
 i
n
 t
h
e
 il

lu
s
tr

a
ti
o
n
s
 f
o
r 

e
a
c
h
 o

f 
th

e
 a

lt
e
rn

a
ti
ve

s
 

b
e
fo

re
 a

 R
O

D
 i
s
 m

a
d
e
. 
 W

h
e
n
 t
h
is

 i
s
 d

o
n
e
 I
 t

h
in

k
 t

h
e
 p

u
b
lic

 w
ill

 
b
e
c
o
m

e
 a

w
a
re

 t
h
a
t 
th

e
 p

re
fe

rr
e
d
 a

lt
e
rn

a
ti
ve

 d
o
e
s
 t
h
e
 l
e
a
s
t 
to

 
m

e
e
t 
th

e
 f

u
tu

re
 n

e
e
d
s 

o
f 
p
u
b
lic

 t
ra

n
s
it.

 
 S

te
p
h
e
n
 G

. 
E

a
rl
e
 

M
o
u
n
ta

in
 L

in
e
 G

e
n
e
ra

l M
a
n
a
g

e
r 

R
es

p
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C
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m
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t 

#
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 R
e
s
p
o
n
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 t
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 t
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is
 c
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c
a
n
 b
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 f
o
u
n
d
 u
n
d
e
r 
S
u
m
m
a
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R
e
s
p
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u
e
 l
e
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e
r 
N
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A
 =

 R
e
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n
c
e

 n
u

m
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e
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s
u

m
m

a
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 r
e

s
p

o
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s
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s
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u
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A
p
p
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d
ix

 E
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C
om

m
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 a

n
d
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E
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f
in

a
l 

e
n

v
ir

o
n

m
e

n
t
a

l 
im

p
a

c
t
 
s

t
a

t
e

m
e

n
t

m
il
le

r 
c
re

e
k
 r

o
a
d

C
om

m
en

t 
#

 1
5
: 

C
ar

ol
 K

ey
 

 (C
ar
ol
 K
ey
) 4
44
0 
N
ic
ol
e 
C
ou
rt.
  M

y 
hu
sb
an
d 
an
d 
I a
re
 b
ot
h 
M
ill
er
 C
re
ek
 re
si
de
nt
s.
  W

e 
ar
e 
bo
th
 

m
em

be
rs
 o
f M

is
so
ul
a 
C
ou
nt
ry
 C
lu
b 
so
 w
e 
fe
el
 w
e 
w
ill
 b
e 
im
pa
ct
ed
 b
y 
th
is
.  
I g
ue
ss
 m
y 
fir
st
 g
ut
 re
ac
tio
n 

to
 th
is
 is
 h
ow
 c
an
 y
ou
 s
pe
nd
 th
re
e 
m
ill
io
n 
do
lla
rs
 o
n 
th
is
 a
nd
 b
e 
so
 fa
r 
of
f c
ou
rs
e.
  T
he
 o
rig
in
al
 o
bj
ec
tiv
e 

of
 th
is
 a
nd
 th
e 
ne
ed
 is
 a
 s
ec
on
d 
ac
ce
ss
 fo
r M

ill
er
 C
re
ek
.  
T
hi
s 
is
 s
om

et
hi
ng
 d
es
pe
ra
te
ly
 n
ee
de
d 
no
t o
nl
y 

fo
r t
he
 e
as
e 
of
 a
cc
es
s 
bu
t a
ls
o 
fo
r 
em

er
ge
nc
y 
an
d 
sa
fe
ty
 c
on
ce
rn
s.
  W

e 
ha
ve
 n
o 
ot
he
r 
w
ay
 o
ut
 o
f t
he
re
.  

W
e 
re
al
iz
e 
th
at
 a
n 
ac
ce
ss
 in
vo
lv
in
g 
a 
br
id
ge
 w
ill
 h
av
e 
co
st
ly
 a
nd
 m
aj
or
 im
pa
ct
s,
 b
ut
 I 
al
so
 fe
el
 th
at
 th
e 

im
pa
ct
s 
of
 th
is
 n
ew
 a
lte
rn
at
iv
e 
ha
ve
 n
ot
 b
ee
n 
w
el
l e
no
ug
h 
st
ud
ie
d 
an
d 
ar
e 
be
in
g 
do
w
n-
pl
ay
ed
.  
W
e 
ar
e 

go
in
g 
to
 h
av
e 
m
aj
or
 tr
af
fic
 ri
gh
t b
y 
an
 e
le
m
en
ta
ry
 s
ch
oo
l. 
 W
e 
ha
ve
 s
to
p 
lig
ht
s 
at
 p
ra
ct
ic
al
ly
 e
ve
ry
 

in
te
rs
ec
tio
n 
ou
t t
he
re
.  
P
eo
pl
e’
s 
re
si
de
nt
ia
l a
cc
es
se
s 
ar
e 
go
in
g 
to
 b
e 
se
ve
re
ly
 li
m
ite
d.
  T
he
 b
us
in
es
se
s 

on
 O
ld
 9
3 
ar
e 
go
in
g 
to
 h
av
e 
th
ei
r a
cc
es
s 
an
d 
w
ho
 k
no
w
s 
w
ha
t e
ls
e 
lim
ite
d.
  O
f p
ar
tic
ul
ar
 c
on
ce
rn
 o
f 

m
in
e 
is
 w
ha
t i
t i
s 
go
in
g 
to
 d
o 
to
 th
e 
go
lf 
co
ur
se
.  
I’m
 a
 li
fe
-ti
m
e 
go
lfe
r a
nd
 I 
lo
ve
 th
e 
sp
or
t. 
Y
ou
 h
av
e 
go
t 

tw
o 
fa
bu
lo
us
 g
ol
f c
ou
rs
es
 in
 th
is
 to
w
n.
  T
he
y 
ar
e 
no
t r
ea
lly
 te
lli
ng
 u
s 
w
ha
t i
s 
go
in
g 
to
 h
ap
pe
n 
to
 th
em

 a
nd
 

ho
w
 th
ey
 a
re
 g
oi
ng
 to
 b
e 
da
m
ag
ed
 a
nd
 h
ow
 th
ey
 a
re
 g
oi
ng
 to
 b
e 
ab
le
 to
 b
e 
ac
ce
ss
ed
; a
nd
 th
ey
 a
re
 

go
in
g 
to
 b
e 
da
m
ag
ed
.  
W
he
n 
yo
u 
ar
e 
do
ne
 w
ith
 a
ll 
th
e 
im
pa
ct
s,
 th
e 
sc
ho
ol
s,
 th
e 
st
op
 li
gh
ts
, t
he
 

re
si
de
nt
ia
l, 
th
e 
da
m
ag
in
g 
of
 th
e 
go
lf 
co
ur
se
s,
 w
ha
t y
ou
 a
re
 g
oi
ng
 to
 h
av
e 
in
 th
e 
en
d 
is
 o
ne
 a
cc
es
s 
to
 

M
ill
er
 C
re
ek
.  
Y
ou
 h
av
e 
no
t s
ol
ve
d 
an
y 
pr
ob
le
m
s;
 y
ou
 h
av
e 
pu
t a
 b
an
d-
ai
d 
on
 a
 s
ym
pt
om

. 
 W
ha
t h
as
 b
ee
n 
la
ck
in
g 
fro
m
 th
e 
ve
ry
 b
eg
in
ni
ng
 m
an
y 
ye
ar
s 
ag
o 
is
 th
e 
fo
re
si
gh
t a
nd
 th
e 
pl
an
ni
ng
 a
nd
 th
e 

fo
llo
w
 th
ro
ug
h 
to
 in
st
itu
te
 a
 p
ro
je
ct
 th
at
 s
ta
nd
s 
th
e 
te
st
 o
f t
im
e.
  W

e 
ne
ed
 s
om

eo
ne
, s
om

e 
gr
ou
p,
 s
om

e 
go
ve
rn
m
en
t a
ge
nc
y 
to
 ta
ke
 th
e 
in
iti
at
iv
e,
 to
 h
av
e 
th
e 
fo
re
si
gh
t a
nd
 to
 s
ta
nd
 u
p 
fo
r 
an
 a
lte
rn
at
iv
e 
th
at
 w
ill
 

la
st
 a
 lo
ng
 ti
m
e 
an
d 
a 
se
co
nd
 a
cc
es
s 
to
 M
ill
er
 C
re
ek
 is
 w
ha
t t
ha
t i
s.
 

R
es

p
on

se
 t

o 
C

om
m

en
t 

#
 1

5
 

 R
e
s
p
o
n
s
e
s
 t
o
 t
h
is
 c
o
m
m
e
n
t 
c
a
n
 b
e
 f
o
u
n
d
 u
n
d
e
r 
S
u
m
m
a
ry
 

R
e
s
p
o
n
s
e
 i
s
s
u
e
 l
e
tt
e
rs
 B
, 
E
, 
F
, 
G
, 
H
, 
L
 a
n
d
 O
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C

om
m

en
ts

 
R

es
p
on

se
s 

A
 =

 R
e

fe
re

n
c
e

 n
u

m
b

e
r 

fo
r 

s
u

m
m

a
ry

 r
e

s
p

o
n

s
e

 i
s
s

u
e
  
  

 

A
p
p
en

d
ix

 E
: 

C
om

m
en

ts
 a

n
d
 R

es
p
on

se
s 

E
-4

0
 

f
in

a
l 

e
n

v
ir

o
n

m
e

n
t
a

l 
im

p
a

c
t
 
s

t
a

t
e

m
e

n
t

m
il
le

r 
c
re

e
k
 r

o
a
d

C
om

m
en

t 
#

 1
6
: 

P
h
oe

be
 P

at
te

rs
on

 
 

(P
ho
eb
e 
P
at
te
rs
on
) 
10
7 
M
or
ni
ng
si
de
 C
ou
rt 
in
 M
is
so
ul
a,
 M
on
ta
na
 5
98
03
.  
T
he
 re
as
on
 w
e 
ar
e 
do
in
g 

an
 E
nv
iro
nm

en
ta
l I
m
pa
ct
 S
ta
te
m
en
t i
s 
be
ca
us
e 
R
ic
ha
rd
 N
ix
on
 s
ig
ne
d 
a 
la
w
 c
al
l N
E
P
A
, t
he
 N
at
io
na
l 

E
nv
iro
nm

en
ta
l P
ol
ic
y 
A
ct
.  
T
he
y 
ha
ve
 to
 fo
llo
w
 th
e 
pr
oc
ed
ur
e 
th
at
 w
as
 s
ig
ne
d 
in
 1
97
0.
  P
er
so
na
lly
 I 

st
ud
ie
d 
th
at
 A
ct
 a
s 
an
 u
nd
er
gr
ad
ua
te
 s
tu
de
nt
; a
s 
a 
gr
ad
ua
te
 s
tu
de
nt
 h
er
e 
at
 th
e 
U
ni
ve
rs
ity
 o
f 

M
on
ta
na
, a
nd
 I 
ha
ve
 b
ee
n 
w
ha
t i
s 
kn
ow
n 
as
 a
 N
E
P
A
 p
ra
ct
iti
on
er
 s
in
ce
 1
98
4 
pu
tti
ng
 th
es
e 
th
in
gs
 

to
ge
th
er
.  
S
o 
I w
an
t a
 li
ttl
e 
cr
ed
ib
ili
ty
 w
ith
 y
ou
 b
ec
au
se
 I’
m
 n
ot
 a
n 
at
to
rn
ey
 b
ut
 I 
m
ak
e 
a 
liv
in
g 
do
in
g 

th
is
 a
nd
 la
st
 y
ea
r e
ve
ry
 s
in
gl
e 
pa
yc
he
ck
 I 
go
t w
as
 fr
om

 te
ac
hi
ng
 h
ow
 to
 w
rit
e 
en
vi
ro
nm

en
ta
l i
m
pa
ct
 

st
at
em

en
ts
. 

 A
s 
co
m
m
un
ity
 m
em

be
rs
 I 
ha
ve
 a
 li
ttl
e 
bi
t o
f b
ad
 n
ew
s 
fo
r y
ou
, p
ro
je
ct
s 
ar
e 
no
t s
to
pp
ed
 b
ec
au
se
 

so
m
eo
ne
 d
id
 n
ot
 li
ke
 th
e 
al
te
rn
at
iv
e 
se
le
ct
ed
; t
ha
t i
s 
no
t a
 re
as
on
 to
 s
to
p 
a 
pr
oj
ec
t. 
 P
ro
je
ct
s 
ar
e 

st
op
pe
d 
or
 ti
ed
 u
p 
in
 le
ng
th
y 
an
d 
co
st
ly
 li
tig
at
io
n 
un
de
r t
he
 A
dm

in
is
tra
tiv
e 
P
ro
ce
du
re
 A
ct
 n
am

el
y,
 in
 

th
is
 c
as
e,
 w
er
e 
th
e 
pr
oc
ed
ur
al
 re
qu
ire
m
en
ts
 o
f w
rit
in
g 
th
e 
im
pa
ct
 s
ta
te
m
en
t f
ol
lo
w
ed
? 
 T
ha
t i
s 
w
ha
t I
 

te
ac
h.
  S
o 
th
e 
pr
oc
es
s 
th
at
 w
as
 fo
llo
w
ed
 to
 p
ro
du
ce
 th
is
 d
oc
um

en
t i
s 
w
ha
t c
an
 g
et
 s
om

eb
od
y 
in
 

tro
ub
le
. 

 W
ith
 th
at
 I 
ha
ve
 th
e 
fo
llo
w
in
g 
co
m
m
en
ts
 o
n 
th
e 
pr
oc
ed
ur
e 
to
 d
at
e:
 th
e 
av
ai
la
bi
lit
y 
of
 th
e 
D
ra
ft 

E
nv
iro
nm

en
ta
l I
m
pa
ct
 S
ta
te
m
en
t. 
 S
or
ry
, 4
0 
C
F
R
 1
50
2.
19
 s
ay
s 
“a
ge
nc
ie
s 
sh
al
l c
irc
ul
at
e 
th
e 
en
tir
e 

dr
af
t u
nl
es
s 
it 
is
 re
al
ly
 b
ig
 th
en
 y
ou
 w
ill
 c
irc
ul
at
e 
th
e 
ex
ec
ut
iv
e 
su
m
m
ar
y 
ex
ce
pt
 th
at
 th
e 
en
tir
e 

st
at
em

en
t s
ha
ll 
be
 fu
rn
is
he
d 
to
 a
ny
 p
er
so
n,
 o
rg
an
iz
at
io
n,
 o
r a
ge
nc
y 
re
qu
es
tin
g 
th
e 
en
tir
e 

E
nv
iro
nm

en
ta
l I
m
pa
ct
 S
ta
te
m
en
t.”
  I
 h
av
e 
a 
ho
m
e 
of
fic
e 
fu
ll 
of
 th
es
e 
th
in
gs
.  
I d
o 
no
t h
av
e 
th
e 
tim
e 
to
 

go
 d
ow
n 
to
 a
 g
ov
er
nm

en
t o
ffi
ce
 d
ur
in
g 
bu
si
ne
ss
 h
ou
rs
 a
nd
 g
et
 th
is
 d
oc
um

en
t, 
an
d 
I t
ea
ch
 h
ow
 to
 

w
rit
e 
th
em

.  
I h
av
e 
no
 id
ea
 h
ow
 y
ou
 fo
lk
s 
ca
n.
  I
 h
er
eb
y 
re
qu
es
t t
ha
t o
ne
 o
f t
he
se
 b
e 
se
nt
 to
 m
y 

ho
m
e 
ad
dr
es
s.
  I
 a
ls
o 
su
gg
es
t i
n 
co
m
pl
ia
nc
e 
w
ith
 th
e 
re
gu
la
tio
ns
 th
at
 y
ou
 h
av
e 
a 
si
gn
up
 s
he
et
 o
f 

w
ho
ev
er
 e
ls
e 
in
 th
is
 ro
om

 w
ou
ld
 li
ke
 a
 c
op
y 
of
 th
is
 s
o 
th
ey
 c
an
 h
av
e 
a 
lo
ok
-s
ee
 a
t i
t i
n 
m
or
e 
th
an
 2
0 

m
in
ut
es
. 

 B
ac
k 
to
 th
e 
an
al
ys
is
, t
he
y 
ar
e 
re
qu
ire
d 
in
 th
is
 d
oc
um

en
t t
o 
di
sc
us
s 
cu
m
ul
at
iv
e 
ef
fe
ct
s.
  T
ha
t i
s 
w
ha
t 

th
e 
tw
o 
pr
ed
ec
es
so
rs
 h
av
e 
br
ie
fly
 to
uc
he
d 
up
on
.  
C
um

ul
at
iv
e 
ef
fe
ct
s 
– 
I s
pe
nd
 a
 th
re
e-
da
y 
se
ss
io
n 

te
ac
hi
ng
 th
is
, “
A
re
 th
e 
ef
fe
ct
s 
fr
om

 y
ou
r p
ro
po
se
d 
ac
tio
n 
w
he
n 
ad
de
d 
to
 p
as
t, 
pr
es
en
t, 
an
d 

re
as
on
ab
ly
 fo
re
se
ea
bl
e.
..”
  M

y 
tw
o 
pr
ed
ec
es
so
rs
 h
av
e 
hi
t t
he
 n
ai
l o
n 
th
e 
he
ad
 o
f r
ea
so
na
bl
y 

fo
re
se
ea
bl
e 
ac
tio
ns
 th
at
 w
e 
kn
ow
 a
re
 g
oi
ng
 to
 ta
ke
 p
la
ce
 b
as
ed
 o
n 
so
m
e 
of
 th
es
e 
pr
op
os
al
s.
  T
he
y 

ar
e 
no
t a
dd
re
ss
ed
 in
 h
er
e.
  W

e 
ar
e 
w
oe
fu
lly
 s
ile
nt
 o
n 
cu
m
ul
at
iv
e 
ef
fe
ct
s 
no
t o
nl
y 
in
 tr
an
sp
or
ta
tio
n,
 

w
at
er
 q
ua
lit
y,
 la
nd
 u
se
, f
ar
m
 la
nd
, s
oc
ia
l, 
tra
ns
po
rta
tio
n,
 s
af
et
y,
 e
co
no
m
ic
, a
ir 
qu
al
ity
, w
et
la
nd
s,
 a
nd
 I 

st
op
pe
d 
ta
ki
ng
 n
ot
es
, d
o 
no
t m

en
tio
ne
d 
cu
m
ul
at
iv
e 
ef
fe
ct
s.
  I
f y
ou
 h
av
e 
an
y 
di
re
ct
 o
r i
nd
ire
ct
 e
ffe
ct
s 

fro
m
 y
ou
r p
ro
po
sa
l y
ou
 n
at
ur
al
ly
 m
us
t a
dd
re
ss
 th
e 
ac
cu
m
ul
at
io
n 
of
 th
at
 a
ct
iv
ity
 in
 c
on
te
xt
 o
f w
ha
t 

m
ig
ht
 ta
ke
 p
la
ce
.  
I b
ro
ug
ht
 s
om

e 
ca
se
 la
w
s 
an
d 
ci
te
d 
th
em

.  
A
ga
in
 I 
m
ak
e 
a 
liv
in
g 
at
 th
is
. I
 w
ou
ld
 

lo
ve
 to
 ta
ke
 th
is
 o
ne
 o
n 
an
d 
I c
an
’t 
w
ai
t t
o 
ge
t m

y 
ow
n 
co
py
 a
nd
 u
se
 it
 in
 m
y 
tra
in
in
g 
se
ss
io
n.
 

R
es

p
on

se
 t

o 
C

om
m

en
t 

#
 1

6
 

 R
e
s
p
o
n
s
e
s
 t
o
 t
h
is
 c
o
m
m
e
n
t 
c
a
n
 b
e
 f
o
u
n
d
 u
n
d
e
r 
S
u
m
m
a
ry
 

R
e
s
p
o
n
s
e
 i
s
s
u
e
 l
e
tt
e
r 
B
. 

  *
 3
6
: 
Y
o
u
r 
c
o
m
m
e
n
t 
h
a
s
 b
e
e
n
 n
o
te
d
. 

       *
 3
7
: 
T
h
e
 D
E
IS
 w
a
s
 m

a
d
e
 a
v
a
il
a
b
le
 f
o
r 
p
u
b
li
c
 r
e
v
ie
w
 a
t 
s
e
v
e
ra
l 
a
re
a
 

lo
c
a
ti
o
n
s
 a
n
d
 o
n
 t
h
e
 p
ro
je
c
t 
W
e
b
 s
it
e
. 
A
 h
a
rd
 c
o
p
y
 o
r 
C
D
 v
e
rs
io
n
 w
a
s
 s
e
n
t 

to
 a
ll
 i
n
d
iv
id
u
a
ls
 w
h
o
 m

a
d
e
 a
 r
e
q
u
e
s
t.
 A
 s
u
m
m
a
ry
 o
f 
D
E
IS
 a
lt
e
rn
a
ti
v
e
s
 

w
a
s
 i
n
c
lu
d
e
d
 i
n
 t
h
e
 N
o
ti
c
e
 o
f 
A
v
a
il
a
b
il
it
y
 n
e
w
s
le
tt
e
r 
th
a
t 
a
n
n
o
u
n
c
e
d
 

a
v
a
il
a
b
il
it
y
 o
f 
th
e
 D
E
IS
 f
o
r 
p
u
b
li
c
 r
e
v
ie
w
. 

 *
 3
8
: 
A
 h
a
rd
 c
o
p
y
 o
f 
th
e
 D
E
IS
 w
a
s
 s
e
n
t 
v
ia
 F
e
d
e
ra
l 
E
x
p
re
s
s
 t
o
 M
s
. 

P
a
tt
e
rs
o
n
 o
n
 O
c
to
b
e
r 
1
8
, 
2
0
0
6
. 

  *
 3
9
: 
T
h
e
 i
n
tr
o
d
u
c
ti
o
n
 t
o
 C
h
a
p
te
r 
4
.0
, 
S
e
c
ti
o
n
 4
.2
3
 a
n
d
 p
a
g
e
s
 4
-1
5
1
 

th
ro
u
g
h
 4
-1
6
0
 o
f 
th
e
 D
E
IS
 d
e
s
c
ri
b
e
d
 t
h
e
 c
u
m
u
la
ti
v
e
 e
ff
e
c
ts
 a
n
a
ly
s
is
 

p
ro
c
e
s
s
 a
n
d
 p
re
s
e
n
te
d
 c
u
m
u
la
ti
v
e
 i
m
p
a
c
ts
 f
o
r 
a
ll
 r
e
s
o
u
rc
e
 c
a
te
g
o
ri
e
s
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*
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R

es
p
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se
s 

A
 =

 R
e

fe
re

n
c
e

 n
u

m
b

e
r 

fo
r 

s
u

m
m

a
ry

 r
e

s
p

o
n

s
e

 i
s
s

u
e
  
  

 

A
p
p
en

d
ix

 E
: 

C
om

m
en

ts
 a

n
d
 R

es
p
on

se
s 

E
-4

1
 

f
in

a
l 

e
n

v
ir

o
n

m
e

n
t
a

l 
im

p
a

c
t
 
s

t
a

t
e

m
e

n
t

m
il
le

r 
c
re

e
k
 r

o
a
d

C
om

m
en

t 
#

 1
7
: 

K
ar

en
 B

ra
k
ef

ie
ld

 
 (K
ar
en
 B
ra
ke
fie
ld
) 4
31
9 
M
ill
er
 C
re
ek
 R
oa
d,
 M
is
so
ul
a,
 M
T
 5
98
03
.  
T
he
re
 a
re
 th
re
e 
ho
m
es
 th
at
 a
re
 g
oi
ng
 

to
 b
e 
di
re
ct
ly
 im
pa
ct
ed
 b
y 
th
is
 n
o 
m
at
te
r w
ha
t h
ap
pe
ns
.  
S
o 
m
y 
co
m
m
en
ts
 a
re
 d
ire
ct
ed
 b
as
ic
al
ly
 to
 th
at
 

an
d 
ar
e 
di
re
ct
ed
 to
 th
e 
pu
rp
os
e.
  I
f y
ou
 re
ad
 o
n 
th
e 
bo
tto
m
 o
f t
he
 s
um

m
ar
y 
st
at
em

en
t t
ha
t y
ou
 r
ec
ei
ve
d,
 

th
e 
pu
rp
os
e 
is
 “t
o 
pr
ov
id
e 
a 
sa
fe
 a
nd
 im

pr
ov
ed
 a
cc
es
s 
be
tw
ee
n 
H
ig
hw
ay
 9
3 
an
d 
M
ill
er
 C
re
ek
 R
oa
d.
”  
I’m
 

go
in
g 
to
 fi
rs
t r
ea
d 
m
y 
co
m
m
en
t a
nd
 th
en
 I 
ha
ve
 o
ne
 fr
om

 a
 n
ei
gh
bo
r w
ho
 c
ou
ld
 n
ot
 b
e 
he
re
 a
nd
 h
e 

pr
ov
id
ed
 m
e 
a 
le
tte
r t
o 
re
ad
 if
 I 
ha
ve
 th
e 
tim
e.
 

 I r
es
id
e 
at
 4
31
9 
M
ill
er
 C
re
ek
 R
oa
d 
in
 a
 h
om

e 
ne
ar
ly
 1
00
 y
ea
rs
 o
ld
 th
at
 w
as
 a
 fa
cu
lty
 h
ou
se
 a
t t
he
 o
va
l a
t 

th
e 
U
ni
ve
rs
ity
 a
nd
 m
ov
ed
 to
 it
s 
pr
es
en
t s
ite
 in
 1
96
0.
  W

he
n 
w
e 
pu
rc
ha
se
d 
ou
r h
om

e 
on
 M
ill
er
 C
re
ek
 

R
oa
d 
in
 1
99
4,
 w
e 
w
er
e 
aw
ar
e 
of
 d
ev
el
op
er
’s
 p
la
ns
 to
 b
ui
ld
 in
 th
e 
M
ill
er
 C
re
ek
 a
re
a.
  A
t t
ha
t t
im
e 
I 

re
m
em

be
re
d 
th
e 
B
el
ke
rs
 w
er
e 
gr
an
te
d 
pe
rm
is
si
on
 b
y 
th
e 
co
un
ty
 o
r t
he
 c
ity
 to
 e
xp
an
d 
on
ly
 if
 th
e 

de
ve
lo
pe
rs
 m
ad
e 
pr
ov
is
io
n 
fo
r a
 s
ec
on
d 
w
ay
 o
ut
 o
f t
he
 M
ill
er
 C
re
ek
 a
re
a 
an
d 
th
at
 th
er
e 
w
as
 a
 b
rid
ge
 to
 

be
 b
ui
lt,
 b
y 
th
e 
de
ve
lo
pe
rs
, t
o 
ad
dr
es
s 
th
is
 is
su
e.
  I
 w
as
 to
ld
 th
er
e 
w
as
 to
 b
e 
m
on
ey
 s
et
 a
si
de
 fr
om

 th
e 

sa
le
 o
f t
he
 lo
ts
 to
 p
ro
vi
de
 fo
r f
un
di
ng
 th
e 
pr
oj
ec
t. 
 A
s 
th
e 
ye
ar
s 
w
en
t b
y 
I w
as
 to
ld
 th
at
 th
e 
br
id
ge
 w
as
 

be
in
g 
w
or
ke
d 
on
, s
uc
h 
as
, i
nv
es
tig
at
in
g 
th
e 
fu
nd
in
g 
fo
r t
he
 p
ro
je
ct
.  
It 
ha
s 
be
en
 1
2 
ye
ar
s 
to
 th
is
 d
at
e 
an
d 

I d
on
’t 
se
e 
a 
br
id
ge
.  
W
he
re
 is
 th
e 
m
on
ey
 a
nd
 w
hy
 a
re
 th
er
e 
so
 m
an
y 
ho
us
es
 a
nd
 n
o 
br
id
ge
? 
  

 In
 2
00
0 
W
al
-M
ar
t a
pp
ro
ac
he
d 
th
e 
ci
ty
 fo
r p
er
m
is
si
on
 to
 e
xp
an
d 
an
d 
W
al
-M
ar
t w
ou
ld
 p
ro
vi
de
 th
e 
fu
nd
in
g 

fo
r a
ll 
th
e 
im
pr
ov
em

en
ts
 a
dd
re
ss
ed
 in
 5
A
 fr
om

 B
rig
gs
 S
tr
ee
t t
o 
U
S
 9
3 
in
cl
ud
in
g 
ad
dr
es
si
ng
 a
ll 
th
e 

co
nc
er
ns
 o
f t
he
 th
re
e 
ho
m
es
 d
ire
ct
ly
 a
ffe
ct
ed
 b
y 
th
es
e 
ch
an
ge
s.
  T
he
 c
ity
 o
f M

is
so
ul
a 
de
cl
in
ed
.  
In
 th
e 

be
gi
nn
in
g 
of
 th
e 
ye
ar
 2
00
0 
m
an
y 
ar
ea
s 
ar
ou
nd
 th
e 
M
is
so
ul
a 
ar
ea
 w
er
e 
in
 d
an
ge
r o
f f
ire
s 
sp
rin
gi
ng
 u
p 
in
 

th
e 
ar
ea
s 
ar
ou
nd
 M
is
so
ul
a 
in
cl
ud
in
g 
th
e 
U
pp
er
 M
ill
er
 C
re
ek
 a
re
a.
  W

e 
be
ca
m
e 
aw
ar
e 
th
en
 m
or
e 
th
an
 

ev
er
 o
f t
he
 n
ee
d 
fo
r m

or
e 
th
an
 o
ne
 e
xi
t o
ut
 o
f t
he
 M
ill
er
 C
re
ek
 a
re
a 
in
 th
e 
ev
en
t o
f a
n 
en
cr
oa
ch
in
g 
fir
e.
  

T
he
 b
an
d-
ai
d 
ap
pr
oa
ch
 in
 P
re
fe
rr
ed
 A
lte
rn
at
iv
e 
5A
 d
oe
s 
no
th
in
g 
to
 a
dd
re
ss
 th
e 
sa
fe
ty
 c
on
ce
rn
s 
fo
r a
ny
 

of
 th
e 
ho
m
eo
w
ne
rs
 li
vi
ng
 in
 th
e 
M
ill
er
 C
re
ek
 a
re
a.
  I
t i
s 
na
iv
e 
to
 b
el
ie
ve
 th
at
 a
ny
 a
lte
rn
at
iv
e 
th
at
 d
oe
s 
no
t 

in
cl
ud
e 
br
id
gi
ng
 th
e 
B
itt
er
ro
ot
 a
nd
 p
ro
vi
di
ng
 a
 s
ec
on
d 
w
ay
 o
ut
 fo
r t
ho
us
an
ds
 o
f h
om

eo
w
ne
rs
 in
 th
e 
M
ill
er
 

C
re
ek
 a
re
a 
is
 a
 r
es
po
ns
ib
le
 d
ec
is
io
n.
  P
le
as
e 
w
ei
gh
 c
ar
ef
ul
ly
 th
e 
re
sp
on
si
bi
lit
y 
of
 th
e 
co
st
 o
f a
 h
um

an
 

lif
e.
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e
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 c
o
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 b
e
 f
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u
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 u
n
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r 
S
u
m
m
a
ry
 

R
e
s
p
o
n
s
e
 i
s
s
u
e
 l
e
tt
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rs
 C
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D
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E
 a
n
d
 H
. 

   

C
 

D
 

     C
 

D
 

E
 

H
  

I 

------
: -----

- E 



   
C

om
m

en
ts

 
R

es
p
on

se
s 

A
 =

 R
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m
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e

s
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s
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u
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om
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 a

n
d
 R
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p
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s 

E
-4
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f
in

a
l 

e
n

v
ir

o
n

m
e

n
t
a

l 
im

p
a

c
t
 
s

t
a

t
e

m
e

n
t

m
il
le

r 
c
re

e
k
 r

o
a
d

C
om

m
en

t 
#

 1
8
: 

C
ar

l 
T

h
om

p
so

n
 

 
(C
ar
l T
ho
m
ps
on
) 
32
21
 H
el
en
a 
D
riv
e,
 M
is
so
ul
a.
  I
’v
e 
liv
ed
 th
er
e 
si
nc
e 
19
82
 s
o 
I’v
e 
se
en
 q
ui
te
 a
 b
it 
of
 

ha
pp
en
in
gs
 in
 th
e 
Lo
w
er
 M
ill
er
 C
re
ek
 a
re
a.
  I
 w
ou
ld
 li
ke
 to
 s
ay
 ri
gh
t o
ff 
th
e 
ba
t s
o 
yo
u 
do
n’
t 

m
is
in
te
rp
re
t m

e,
 I 
do
n’
t l
ik
e 
th
e 
5A
 P
re
fe
rr
ed
 A
lte
rn
at
iv
e.
  I
 d
on
’t 
th
in
k 
it 
w
ill
 w
or
k.
  I
 th
in
k 
th
er
e 
ar
e 

so
m
e 
fla
w
s 
in
 th
e 
w
ho
le
 p
ro
ce
ss
.  
F
irs
t o
f a
ll 
I t
hi
nk
 th
at
 s
w
itc
hi
ng
 th
e 
pu
rp
os
e 
an
d 
ne
ed
 fr
om

 th
e 

se
co
nd
 a
cc
es
s 
to
 a
 “s
af
e 
ac
ce
ss
 o
ut
 o
f t
he
 d
ra
in
ag
e”
 w
as
 k
in
d 
of
 a
 s
lic
k 
m
ov
e 
an
d 
I d
on
’t 
th
in
k 
th
at
 

w
as
 p
ro
pe
r. 
 I 
th
in
k 
th
e 
5A
 p
la
n 
w
ith
 th
e 
su
rfa
ce
 im

pr
ov
em

en
ts
 is
 to
ta
lly
 in
ad
eq
ua
te
 fo
r 
ha
nd
lin
g 
th
e 

tra
ffi
c 
th
at
 n
ee
ds
 to
 c
om

e 
ou
t o
f t
ha
t n
ei
gh
bo
rh
oo
d.
  L
ow
er
 M
ill
er
 C
re
ek
 w
ou
ld
 c
ar
ry
 a
bo
ut
 2
0,
00
0-

25
,0
00
 c
ar
s 
pe
r 
da
y,
 w
hi
ch
 fo
r a
 r
ef
er
en
ce
 p
oi
nt
 w
ou
ld
 b
e 
eq
ui
va
le
nt
 to
 th
e 
tra
ffi
c 
th
at
 is
 n
ow
 

tra
ve
lin
g 
on
 R
us
se
ll 
S
tre
et
 b
et
w
ee
n 
th
e 
riv
er
 a
nd
 3
rd
 S
tre
et
 a
nd
 th
at
 is
 a
 th
re
e-
la
ne
 s
ec
tio
n 
of
 r
oa
d.
  

S
o 
yo
u 
ca
n 
ki
nd
 o
f i
m
ag
in
e 
ho
w
 th
at
 r
es
id
en
tia
l a
re
a 
w
ou
ld
 b
e 
im
pa
ct
ed
 w
ith
 th
at
 ty
pe
 o
f t
ra
ffi
c.
  

T
he
n 
yo
u 
m
ix
 in
 th
e 
tr
af
fic
 th
at
 w
ill
 b
e 
co
m
in
g 
do
w
n 
th
e 
hi
ll,
 s
o 
yo
u’
ve
 g
ot
 a
pp
ro
xi
m
at
el
y 
40
,0
00
 c
ar
s 

pe
r d
ay
, w
hi
ch
 is
 m
or
e 
or
 le
ss
 w
ha
t w
e 
ar
e 
de
al
in
g 
w
ith
 o
n 
R
es
er
ve
 S
tr
ee
t i
n 
th
at
 s
ec
tio
n 
be
tw
ee
n 

th
e 
Y
 a
nd
 B
ro
ok
s 
S
tr
ee
t. 
 T
he
n 
yo
u 
st
ar
t t
hr
ow
in
g 
in
 tr
af
fic
 o
n 
to
p 
of
 th
at
 g
en
er
at
ed
 b
y 
W
al
-M
ar
t a
nd
 

yo
u’
ve
 g
ot
 o
ne
 s
in
gl
e 
hu
ge
 c
on
ge
st
io
n 
po
in
t. 
 S
o 
I w
ou
ld
 s
ub
m
it 
th
at
 th
e 
sa
fe
ty
 o
f t
he
 in
gr
es
s 
an
d 

eg
re
ss
 in
to
 th
e 
M
ill
er
 C
re
ek
 a
re
a 
is
 n
ot
 g
oi
ng
 to
 b
e 
he
lp
ed
 a
t a
ll 
by
 th
is
 s
ur
fa
ce
 tr
ea
tm
en
t. 

 I a
ls
o 
se
e 
th
at
 th
er
e 
ar
e 
no
 p
la
ns
 fo
r i
nt
er
se
ct
io
n 
im
pr
ov
em

en
t a
t L
in
da
 V
is
ta
 B
lv
d.
 a
nd
 L
ow
er
 M
ill
er
 

C
re
ek
 R
oa
d 
w
hi
ch
 is
 g
oi
ng
 to
 b
e 
a 
ve
ry
 c
on
ge
st
ed
 in
te
rs
ec
tio
n.
  T
he
 u
se
 o
f t
he
 tr
af
fic
 s
ig
na
ls
 a
t t
he
 

Y
 a
nd
 d
ow
n 
at
 B
rig
gs
 I 
gu
es
s 
I d
on
’t 
fe
el
 a
re
 g
oi
ng
 to
 b
e 
go
od
.  
Y
ou
’v
e 
go
t g
re
at
 p
ro
bl
em

s 
co
m
in
g 

in
to
 th
e 
si
gn
al
 a
nd
 y
ou
 a
re
 g
oi
ng
 to
 h
av
e 
tre
m
en
do
us
 d
el
ay
s 
de
al
in
g 
w
ith
 th
e 
ro
ad
s.
  I
 ju
st
 d
on
’t 
th
in
k 

th
er
e 
is
 th
e 
ca
pa
ci
ty
 o
n 
th
e 
ro
ad
 s
ys
te
m
, a
s 
pr
op
os
ed
, f
or
 d
ea
lin
g 
w
ith
 th
e 
tra
ffi
c 
th
at
 w
e 
ha
ve
. 

 T
he
 id
ea
 o
f a
 b
le
ed
er
 r
oa
d 
up
 to
 R
es
er
ve
 S
tr
ee
t o
n 
O
ld
 9
3,
 m
ay
be
 o
r 
m
ay
be
 n
ot
, b
ut
 to
 h
av
e 
a 
si
gn
al
 

up
 a
t O
ld
 9
3 
an
d 
R
es
er
ve
 I 
th
in
k 
is
 g
oi
ng
 to
 b
e 
an
 a
bs
ol
ut
e 
fa
ilu
re
 b
ec
au
se
 o
f t
he
 d
ea
d 
sp
ac
e 
th
at
 is
 

go
in
g 
to
 b
e 
be
tw
ee
n 
O
ld
 9
3 
an
d 
B
ro
ok
s 
S
tre
et
.  
I j
us
t d
on
’t 
th
in
k,
 g
iv
en
 th
e 
vo
lu
m
e 
of
 tr
af
fic
 a
nd
 d
ea
d 

sp
ac
e 
in
 th
er
e 
an
d 
th
e 
am

ou
nt
 o
f t
im
e 
th
at
 it
 is
 g
oi
ng
 ta
ke
 fo
r t
ha
t s
ig
na
l t
o 
fu
nc
tio
n 
an
d 
cy
cl
e,
 th
at
 

th
e 
tra
ffi
c 
is
 g
oi
ng
 to
 b
e 
ab
le
 to
 m
ov
e 
fro
m
 th
er
e.
  S
o 
I f
or
es
ee
 a
 tr
em

en
do
us
ly
 g
rid
lo
ck
ed
 s
ec
tio
n 
of
 

to
w
n.
  T
he
 s
ou
th
 e
nd
 o
f M

is
so
ul
a 
ju
st
 w
on
’t 
m
ov
e.
  B
as
ic
al
ly
 th
is
 w
ho
le
 p
la
n 
sh
ift
 fr
om

 a
 s
ec
on
d 

ac
ce
ss
 to
 th
e 
su
rfa
ce
 im

pr
ov
em

en
ts
, i
n 
m
y 
op
in
io
n,
 is
 tr
em

en
do
us
ly
 fl
aw
ed
 a
nd
 h
as
 n
o 
m
er
it.
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T
ra
ff
ic
 m

o
d
e
li
n
g
 i
n
d
ic
a
te
s
 t
h
a
t 
th
e
 L
in
d
a
 V
is
ta
 B
o
u
le
v
a
rd
 a
n
d
 L
o
w
e
r 

M
il
le
r 
C
re
e
k
 R
o
a
d
 i
n
te
rs
e
c
ti
o
n
 w
il
l 
fu
n
c
ti
o
n
 e
ff
e
c
ti
v
e
ly
 w
it
h
 f
o
re
c
a
s
te
d
 

tr
a
ff
ic
; 
th
e
re
fo
re
, 
n
o
 i
m
p
ro
v
e
m
e
n
ts
 a
re
 n
e
e
d
e
d
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f
in

a
l 

e
n

v
ir

o
n

m
e

n
t
a

l 
im

p
a

c
t
 
s

t
a

t
e

m
e

n
t

m
il
le

r 
c
re

e
k
 r

o
a
d

C
om

m
en

t 
#

 1
9
: 

B
ob

 B
ea

ch
 

 
(B
ob
 B
ea
ch
) 4
81
0 
M
ill
er
 C
re
ek
 R
oa
d,
 M
is
so
ul
a,
 M
T
 5
98
03
.  
W
e’
ve
 li
ve
d 
at
 th
is
 p
ro
pe
rty
 fo
r 
40
 

ye
ar
s 
th
is
 p
as
t J
un
e.
 W
e 
ha
ve
 n
ot
 m
et
 th
e 
pu
rp
os
e 
an
d 
ne
ed
 th
at
 w
e 
fir
st
 s
ta
rte
d 
ou
t w
ith
 w
ith
ou
t a
 

br
id
ge
.  
W
e’
ve
 g
ot
 to
 h
av
e 
a 
br
id
ge
!  
I’m

 w
ill
in
g 
to
 w
or
k 
w
ith
 a
ny
bo
dy
 a
nd
 e
ve
ry
bo
dy
 to
 m
ak
e 
th
e 

in
te
rs
ec
tio
n 
is
 m
uc
h 
sa
fe
r.
  I
 w
an
t i
t s
af
e 
fo
r 
ou
r 
sc
ho
ol
 c
hi
ld
re
n 
do
w
n 
at
 C
ol
d 
S
pr
in
gs
.  
T
ha
t i
s 
a 

m
es
s 
if 
yo
u 
go
 d
ow
n 
th
er
e 
du
rin
g 
th
e 
da
y 
an
d 
rig
ht
 a
fte
r s
ch
oo
l. 
 I 
ru
n 
ab
ou
t 3
5 
un
its
 th
ro
ug
h 
th
er
e 

a.
m
. a
nd
 p
.m
. p
lu
s 
no
on
, h
au
lin
g 
sc
ho
ol
 c
hi
ld
re
n 
an
d 
a 
lig
ht
 p
os
si
bl
y 
co
ul
d 
w
or
k 
bu
t i
t p
ut
s 
th
e 

tra
ffi
c 
in
 fr
on
t o
f C
ol
d 
S
pr
in
gs
 w
hi
ch
 w
e 
do
 n
ot
 n
ee
d 
fo
r o
ur
 s
ch
oo
l c
hi
ld
re
n.
   

 A
s 
fa
r a
s 
W
al
-M
ar
t i
s 
co
nc
er
ne
d,
 n
o 
on
e 
w
ill
 te
ll 
m
e 
w
ha
t t
he
 s
ta
tu
s 
of
 W
al
-M
ar
t i
s.
  H
ow
 is
 it
 g
oi
ng
 

to
 c
om

e 
ou
t?
  I
s 
it 
go
in
g 
to
 c
om

e 
ou
t o
n 
B
rig
gs
 S
tr
ee
t?
  T
he
y 
w
on
’t 
sa
y.
  I
’v
e 
as
ke
d 
bu
t n
ob
od
y 

se
em

s 
to
 h
av
e 
th
at
 p
riv
ile
ge
 to
 g
iv
e 
m
e 
an
y 
in
fo
rm
at
io
n.
   

 A
ga
in
 w
e 
ne
ed
 a
 b
rid
ge
, J
an
ic
e,
 w
e 
ne
ed
 a
 b
rid
ge
 b
ad
ly
!  
I r
ea
d 
w
he
re
 w
e 
co
ul
dn
’t 
ha
ve
 a
 b
rid
ge
 

be
ca
us
e 
th
e 
fo
ot
in
gs
 w
er
en
’t 
st
ro
ng
 e
no
ug
h.
  H
av
e 
yo
u 
ev
er
 b
ee
n 
to
 H
am

ilt
on
? 
 W
e 
ju
st
 fi
ni
sh
ed
 a
 

be
au
tif
ul
 b
rid
ge
 a
t H
am

ilt
on
 o
ve
r t
he
 B
itt
er
ro
ot
 R
iv
er
, w
hy
 c
an
’t 
w
e 
do
 th
e 
fo
ot
in
gs
 s
im
ila
r t
o 
w
ha
t 

th
ey
 d
id
 th
er
e?
  W

e 
ha
ve
 th
e 
sa
m
e 
so
il 
he
re
 a
s 
th
ey
 d
o 
th
er
e.
  T
he
re
 m
ig
ht
 b
e 
an
 a
llu
vi
al
 fa
n 
he
re
 

or
 th
er
e 
or
 s
om

et
hi
ng
 th
at
 is
 a
 li
ttl
e 
so
fte
r b
ut
 w
e 
ca
n 
di
g 
de
ep
er
; w
e’
ve
 g
ot
 c
on
st
ru
ct
io
n 
eq
ui
pm

en
t 

th
at
 w
ill
 m
ak
e 
br
id
ge
 a
bu
tm
en
ts
 s
af
e.
  A
ny
w
ay
, t
he
 p
ur
po
se
 a
nd
 n
ee
d 
ha
s 
no
t b
ee
n 
m
et
 b
y 
no
t 

ha
vi
ng
 a
 b
rid
ge
 in
 o
ur
 e
nt
ra
nc
e 
an
d 
ex
it 
to
 M
ill
er
 C
re
ek
. 
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It
 i
s
 f
e
a
s
ib
le
 t
o
 b
u
il
d
 a
 b
ri
d
g
e
. 
S
o
il
 c
o
n
d
it
io
n
s
 w
e
re
 n
o
t 
th
e
 r
e
a
s
o
n
 

A
lt
e
rn
a
ti
v
e
 5
A
 w
a
s
 s
e
le
c
te
d
 a
s
 t
h
e
 P
re
fe
rr
e
d
 A
lt
e
rn
a
ti
v
e
. 
S
e
e
 a
ls
o
 

S
u
m
m
a
ry
 R
e
s
p
o
n
s
e
 I
s
s
u
e
 D
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B
ri
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g
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 A
lt
e
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a
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v
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s
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f
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n

v
ir
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t
 
s

t
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t
e

m
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n
t

m
il
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c
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e
k
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o
a
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C
om

m
en

t 
#

 2
0
: 

B
ra

d
 D

an
ti

c 
 (B

ra
d 
D
an
tic
) 
40
19
 B
el
le
cr
es
t D
riv
e.
  F
irs
t I
 w
an
t t
o 
sa
y 
th
at
 th
is
 m
us
t b
e 
a 
ha
rd
 jo
b 
fo
r 
C
ra
ig
 a
nd
 h
is
 

co
lle
ag
ue
s 
to
 h
ea
r a
ll 
th
e 
ne
ga
tiv
e 
pu
bl
ic
 c
om

m
en
t. 
 I 
w
an
t t
o 
co
m
pl
im
en
t t
he
m
 o
n 
al
l t
he
ir 
ha
rd
 w
or
k 

bu
t a
ll 
th
ei
r h
ar
d 
w
or
k 
m
is
se
s 
th
e 
m
ar
k.
  I
 w
an
t t
o 
co
m
m
en
t o
n 
tw
o 
th
in
gs
 th
at
 re
la
te
 to
 th
e 
N
E
P
A
 

pr
oc
es
s.
  W

ha
t I
’v
e 
be
en
 a
bl
e 
to
 g
at
he
r s
o 
fa
r i
s 
th
at
 w
e 
w
en
t t
o 
C
on
gr
es
s 
w
ith
 a
n 
ap
pl
ic
at
io
n 
th
at
 s
ai
d 

“C
on
gr
es
s,
 w
e 
ne
ed
 m
on
ey
 to
 s
tu
dy
 a
nd
 id
en
tif
y 
al
te
rn
at
iv
e 
ac
ce
ss
, a
 s
ec
on
da
ry
 a
cc
es
s 
to
 th
e 
M
ill
er
 

C
re
ek
 a
re
a,
” t
ha
t i
s 
th
e 
co
nt
en
t o
f o
ur
 a
pp
lic
at
io
n.
  T
ha
t i
s 
th
e 
ba
si
s 
on
 w
hi
ch
 C
on
gr
es
s 
aw
ar
de
d 
to
 u
s 

fiv
e 
m
ill
io
n 
do
lla
rs
 fo
r t
he
 F
ed
er
al
 H
ig
hw
ay
 A
dm

in
is
tra
tio
n 
to
 c
on
du
ct
 a
n 
E
IS
 to
 id
en
tif
y 
an
 a
lte
rn
at
iv
e 

ac
ce
ss
 to
 th
e 
M
ill
er
 C
re
ek
 a
re
a.
  A
fte
r t
hr
ee
 a
nd
 a
 h
al
f y
ea
rs
 o
f t
ha
t p
ro
ce
ss
, t
he
 P
re
fe
rr
ed
 A
lte
rn
at
iv
e 

do
es
 n
ot
 in
cl
ud
e 
w
ha
t C
on
gr
es
s’
s 
in
te
nt
 w
as
 –
 to
 s
pe
nd
 fi
ve
 m
ill
io
n 
do
lla
rs
 to
 p
ro
vi
de
 a
n 
al
te
rn
at
iv
e 

ac
ce
ss
.  
S
o 
nu
m
be
r o
ne
, I
 d
on
’t 
th
in
k 
th
e 
E
IS
 fu
lfi
lls
 th
e 
in
te
nt
 o
f C
on
gr
es
s 
in
 a
pp
ro
pr
ia
tin
g 
th
e 
fiv
e 

m
ill
io
n 
do
lla
rs
.  
T
ha
t i
s 
no
t w
ha
t w
e 
w
en
t t
o 
C
on
gr
es
s 
an
d 
as
ke
d 
fo
r m

on
ey
 fo
r –
 to
 e
xp
an
d 
th
es
e 

se
rv
ic
e 
ro
ut
es
.  

 S
ec
on
d 
re
ga
rd
in
g 
th
e 
N
E
P
A
 p
ro
ce
ss
, I
’m
 c
om

m
en
tin
g 
as
 th
e 
P
re
si
de
nt
 o
f t
he
 C
ou
nt
ry
 C
lu
b 
th
is
 y
ea
r, 

so
 I’
m
 h
er
e 
co
m
m
en
tin
g 
in
 th
e 
in
te
re
st
 o
f t
he
 M
is
so
ul
a 
C
ou
nt
ry
 C
lu
b.
  W

e 
fe
el
 th
at
 w
e 
w
er
e 
sn
oo
ke
re
d 

in
 th
e 
pr
oc
es
s.
  O

rig
in
al
ly
 th
e 
no
tic
e 
of
 in
te
nt
 th
at
 w
as
 p
ub
lis
he
d 
in
 th
e 

F
e

de
ra

l R
e

gi
st

er
 s
ai
d 
th
at
 w
e 

w
er
e 
go
in
g 
to
 c
on
si
de
r a
 b
ui
ld
 a
lte
rn
at
iv
e 
an
d 
a 
no
-b
ui
ld
 a
lte
rn
at
iv
e.
  T
he
 b
ui
ld
 a
lte
rn
at
iv
e 
w
ou
ld
 

co
nn
ec
t U
S
 9
3 
an
d 
pr
ov
id
e 
a 
ne
w
 s
tr
uc
tu
re
 c
ro
ss
in
g 
th
e 
B
itt
er
ro
ot
 R
iv
er
.  
In
 th
e 
no
tic
es
 th
at
 o
cc
ur
re
d 

th
ro
ug
ho
ut
 2
00
3,
 O
ld
 H
ig
hw
ay
 9
3 
w
as
 n
ev
er
 in
cl
ud
ed
 in
 th
e 
st
ud
y 
ar
ea
.  
If 
yo
u 
lo
ok
 a
t t
he
 b
ou
nd
ar
ie
s,
 

O
ld
 H
ig
hw
ay
 9
3 
w
as
 a
lw
ay
s 
ex
cl
ud
ed
 fr
om

 th
e 
st
ud
y 
ar
ea
.  
T
he
re
fo
re
, i
f y
ou
 h
ad
 a
n 
in
te
re
st
 fr
om

 th
e 

M
is
so
ul
a 
C
ou
nt
ry
 C
lu
b,
 y
ou
 h
ad
 n
o 
re
as
on
 to
 c
om

m
en
t o
n 
th
is
 p
ro
je
ct
 b
ec
au
se
 th
er
e 
w
as
 n
o 

di
sc
us
si
on
 o
f t
he
 e
xp
an
si
on
 o
f O
ld
 H
w
y 
93
.  
W
ha
t w
as
 b
ei
ng
 d
is
cu
ss
ed
 th
ro
ug
ho
ut
 th
e 
pr
oc
es
s 
w
as
, 

co
ns
is
te
nt
 w
ith
 C
on
gr
es
s’
s 
in
te
nt
, w
he
re
 a
re
 w
e 
go
in
g 
to
 p
ut
 a
 b
rid
ge
 a
cr
os
s 
th
e 
B
itt
er
ro
ot
 R
iv
er
.  
S
o 

th
ro
ug
ho
ut
 th
e 
pr
oc
es
s 
w
e 
w
er
en
’t 
in
vi
te
d 
to
 c
om

m
en
t, 
th
ey
 d
id
n’
t s
en
d 
us
 s
ur
ve
ys
, t
he
y 
di
dn
’t 
as
k 

ab
ou
t o
ur
 o
pi
ni
on
, t
he
y 
di
dn
’t 
as
k 
ab
ou
t h
ow
 it
 w
ill
 a
ffe
ct
 o
ur
 C
ou
nt
ry
 C
lu
b,
 th
ey
 d
id
n’
t a
sk
 a
bo
ut
 th
e 

af
fe
ct
 it
 is
 g
oi
ng
 to
 h
av
e 
on
 O
ld
 H
ig
hw
ay
 9
3 
an
d 
th
e 
bu
si
ne
ss
es
 li
ke
 B
itt
er
ro
ot
 M
ot
or
s,
 th
e 
H
ot
el
, t
he
 

M
ot
el
.  
A
ll 
th
es
e 
bu
si
ne
ss
es
 a
re
 o
n 
O
ld
 H
ig
hw
ay
 9
3.
  W

e 
w
er
e 
ex
cl
ud
ed
 fr
om

 th
at
 p
ro
ce
ss
.  
T
he
n 

ab
ou
t a
 y
ea
r a
nd
 a
 h
al
f i
nt
o 
th
e 
pr
oc
es
s,
 u
nd
er
st
an
di
ng
 th
at
 th
er
e 
w
as
 c
le
ar
 o
pp
os
iti
on
 to
 th
e 
br
id
ge
s,
 

th
ey
 c
ha
ng
ed
 th
e 
pu
rp
os
e 
an
d 
ne
ed
 s
o 
th
ey
 d
on
’t 
ha
ve
 a
 s
ec
on
d 
ac
ce
ss
 p
oi
nt
 a
nd
 fo
r t
he
 fi
rs
t t
im
e 
w
e 

w
er
e 
af
fe
ct
ed
 b
ec
au
se
 n
ow
 th
e 
F
ed
er
al
 H
ig
hw
ay
 A
dm

in
is
tra
tio
n 
is
 s
ta
rti
ng
 to
 c
on
si
de
r t
he
 e
xp
an
si
on
 

of
 O
ld
 H
ig
hw
ay
 9
3.
  B
ut
 e
ve
n 
at
 th
at
 p
oi
nt
, t
he
y 
st
ill
 d
id
n’
t c
al
l u
s 
an
d 
as
k 
fo
r o
ur
 o
pi
ni
on
 o
r g
iv
e 
us
 a
 

su
rv
ey
 o
r a
sk
 u
s 
ho
w
 it
 w
ou
ld
 a
ffe
ct
 th
e 
C
lu
b.
  T
he
 o
nl
y 
no
tic
e 
w
e 
go
t w
as
 a
 p
ub
lis
he
d 
no
tic
e 
in
 th
e 

ne
w
sp
ap
er
 a
nd
 e
ve
n 
in
 th
os
e 
pu
bl
is
he
d 
no
tic
es
 in
 th
e 
ne
w
sp
ap
er
, w
e 
w
er
e 
st
ill
 e
xc
lu
de
d 
fro
m
 th
e 

st
ud
y 
ar
ea
.  
S
o 
yo
u 
w
ou
ld
 n
ev
er
 k
no
w
, f
ro
m
 a
ll 
th
e 
no
tic
es
 th
ro
ug
ho
ut
 th
e 
en
tir
e 
pr
oc
es
s,
 th
at
 th
ey
 

w
er
e 
co
ns
id
er
in
g 
th
e 
ex
pa
ns
io
n 
of
 O
ld
 H
ig
hw
ay
 9
3.
  N
ov
em

be
r o
f 2
00
5 
w
as
 th
e 
fir
st
 ti
m
e 
w
e 
he
ar
d 

th
er
e 
w
as
 g
oi
ng
 to
 b
e 
an
 e
xp
an
si
on
 o
f O
ld
 H
ig
hw
ay
 9
3.
  S
o 
I g
ue
ss
 in
 th
is
 N
E
P
A
 p
ro
ce
ss
, w
e 
do
n’
t 

fe
el
 li
ke
 w
e’
ve
 b
ee
n 
in
cl
ud
ed
 in
 th
e 
pr
oc
es
s.
  W

e 
th
in
k 
w
e 
ha
ve
 b
ee
n 
ex
cl
ud
ed
.  
W
e 
do
n’
t t
hi
nk
 th
e 

D
ra
ft 
E
nv
iro
nm

en
ta
l I
m
pa
ct
 S
ta
te
m
en
t c
on
si
de
rs
 th
e 
af
fe
ct
s 
on
 o
ur
 C
lu
b 
in
 a
ir 
qu
al
ity
, n
oi
se
, o
r t
he
 

ec
on
om

ic
 im
pa
ct
s 
to
 th
e 
C
lu
b.
  I
 d
on
’t 
kn
ow
 th
e 
la
st
 ti
m
e 
th
e 
F
ed
er
al
 H
ig
hw
ay
 A
dm

in
is
tra
tio
n 
ha
d 
a 

go
lf 
ou
tin
g,
 b
ut
 y
ou
 d
on
’t 
pl
ay
 o
n 
a 
16
-h
ol
e 
go
lf 
co
ur
se
.  
 

R
es

p
on

se
 t

o 
C

om
m

en
t 

#
 2

0
 

 R
e
s
p
o
n
s
e
s
 t
o
 t
h
is
 c
o
m
m
e
n
t 
c
a
n
 b
e
 f
o
u
n
d
 u
n
d
e
r 
S
u
m
m
a
ry
 

R
e
s
p
o
n
s
e
 i
s
s
u
e
 l
e
tt
e
rs
 B
, 
F
, 
a
n
d
 G
. 

 *
 4
2
: 
T
h
e
 a
p
p
ro
p
ri
a
ti
o
n
 o
f 
fe
d
e
ra
l 
fu
n
d
s
 f
o
r 
tr
a
n
s
p
o
rt
a
ti
o
n
 i
m
p
ro
v
e
m
e
n
ts
 

re
q
u
ir
e
s
 t
h
a
t 
th
e
 N
a
ti
o
n
a
l 
E
n
v
ir
o
n
m
e
n
ta
l 
P
o
li
c
y
 A
c
t 
(N
E
P
A
) 
p
ro
c
e
s
s
 b
e
 

fo
ll
o
w
e
d
. 
N
E
P
A
 r
e
q
u
ir
e
s
 t
h
a
t 
a
 r
a
n
g
e
 o
f 
re
a
s
o
n
a
b
le
 a
lt
e
rn
a
ti
v
e
s
 b
e
 

d
e
v
e
lo
p
e
d
 a
n
d
 e
v
a
lu
a
te
d
, 
a
n
d
 r
e
a
s
o
n
a
b
le
 a
lt
e
rn
a
ti
v
e
s
 c
a
n
n
o
t 
b
e
 

c
o
n
s
tr
a
in
e
d
 b
a
s
e
d
 o
n
 t
h
e
 i
n
te
n
t 
o
f 
a
 C
o
n
g
re
s
s
io
n
a
l 
a
p
p
ro
p
ri
a
ti
o
n
. 
 T
h
re
e
 

b
ri
d
g
e
 a
lt
e
rn
a
ti
v
e
s
 w
e
re
 f
u
ll
y
 e
v
a
lu
a
te
d
 i
n
 t
h
e
 E
IS
. 
(A
ls
o
 r
e
fe
r 
to
 R
e
s
p
o
n
s
e
 

Is
s
u
e
 B
, 
u
n
d
e
r 
“P
u
rp
o
s
e
 o
f 
C
o
n
g
re
s
s
io
n
a
l 
A
p
p
ro
p
ri
a
ti
o
n
.”
) 

 *
 4
3
: 
O
ld
 U
S
 9
3
 w
a
s
 i
n
tr
o
d
u
c
e
d
 t
o
 t
h
e
 p
u
b
li
c
 a
t 
th
e
 J
u
n
e
 2
2
, 
2
0
0
4
 p
u
b
li
c
 

m
e
e
ti
n
g
 a
s
 a
 c
o
m
p
o
n
e
n
t 
o
f 
A
lt
e
rn
a
ti
v
e
 5
A
. 
In
 a
d
d
it
io
n
, 
th
e
 M
a
rc
h
 2
3
, 
2
0
0
6
 

p
u
b
li
c
 m

e
e
ti
n
g
 p
re
s
e
n
te
d
 t
h
e
 O
ld
 U
S
 9
3
 i
m
p
ro
v
e
m
e
n
ts
 a
s
 c
o
m
m
o
n
 t
o
 a
ll
 

o
f 
th
e
 b
u
il
d
 a
lt
e
rn
a
ti
v
e
s
. 
A
c
c
o
rd
in
g
 t
o
 t
h
e
 p
u
b
li
c
 m

e
e
ti
n
g
 s
ig
n
-i
n
 s
h
e
e
ts
, 

th
e
 M
is
s
o
u
la
 C
o
u
n
tr
y
 C
lu
b
 G
e
n
e
ra
l 
M
a
n
a
g
e
r,
 N
e
il
 M
ic
h
e
ls
o
n
, 
a
tt
e
n
d
e
d
 t
h
is
 

m
e
e
ti
n
g
. 
A
t 
th
is
 m

e
e
ti
n
g
 t
h
e
re
 w
a
s
 n
o
 a
p
p
a
re
n
t 
c
o
n
tr
o
v
e
rs
y
 r
e
la
te
d
 t
o
 t
h
e
 

O
ld
 U
S
 9
3
 p
ro
p
o
s
e
d
 i
m
p
ro
v
e
m
e
n
ts
. 
C
o
m
m
e
n
ts
 w
e
re
 r
e
c
e
iv
e
d
 f
ro
m
 N
e
il
 

M
ic
h
e
ls
o
n
 a
t 
th
e
 M
a
rc
h
 2
3
, 
2
0
0
6
 m

e
e
ti
n
g
 r
e
g
a
rd
in
g
 p
o
s
s
ib
le
 i
m
p
a
c
ts
 t
o
 

th
e
 g
o
lf
 c
o
u
rs
e
 h
e
d
g
e
. 

 *
 4
4
: 
C
h
a
n
g
in
g
 t
h
e
 p
u
rp
o
s
e
 a
n
d
 n
e
e
d
 d
id
 n
o
t 
e
li
m
in
a
te
 a
n
y
 b
ri
d
g
e
 

a
lt
e
rn
a
ti
v
e
s
, 
it
 a
ll
o
w
e
d
 f
o
r 
a
 b
ro
a
d
e
r 
ra
n
g
e
 o
f 
a
lt
e
rn
a
ti
v
e
s
 t
o
 b
e
 c
o
n
s
id
e
re
d
 

in
 a
d
d
it
io
n
 t
o
 t
h
e
 b
ri
d
g
e
 a
lt
e
rn
a
ti
v
e
s
. 
In
c
lu
s
io
n
 o
f 
O
ld
 U
S
 9
3
 i
m
p
ro
v
e
m
e
n
ts
 

w
it
h
 a
ll
 b
u
il
d
 a
lt
e
rn
a
ti
v
e
s
 d
id
 n
o
t 
o
c
c
u
r 
a
s
 a
 r
e
s
u
lt
 o
f 
c
h
a
n
g
in
g
 t
h
e
 p
ro
je
c
t 

p
u
rp
o
s
e
 a
n
d
 n
e
e
d
. 
 O
ld
 U
S
 9
3
 i
m
p
ro
v
e
m
e
n
ts
 w
e
re
 i
n
c
lu
d
e
d
 w
it
h
 a
ll
 b
u
il
d
 

a
lt
e
rn
a
ti
v
e
s
, 
in
c
lu
d
in
g
 t
h
e
 t
h
re
e
 b
ri
d
g
e
 a
lt
e
rn
a
ti
v
e
s
, 
b
e
c
a
u
s
e
 u
p
d
a
te
d
 

tr
a
ff
ic
 v
o
lu
m
e
s
 a
n
d
 t
ra
ff
ic
 m

o
d
e
li
n
g
 r
e
v
e
a
le
d
 t
h
a
t 
s
o
le
ly
 p
ro
v
id
in
g
 a
 b
ri
d
g
e
 

a
c
ro
s
s
 t
h
e
 B
it
te
rr
o
o
t 
R
iv
e
r 
w
o
u
ld
 n
o
t 
s
u
ff
ic
ie
n
tl
y
 i
m
p
ro
v
e
 a
c
c
e
s
s
 f
o
r 
th
e
 

M
il
le
r 
C
re
e
k
 a
re
a
 d
u
e
 t
o
 c
o
n
g
e
s
ti
o
n
 o
n
 U
S
 9
3
 a
n
d
 n
e
a
rb
y
 r
o
a
d
w
a
y
s
. 
 

 *
 4
5
: 
P
u
b
li
c
a
ti
o
n
 o
f 
th
e
 D
E
IS
 a
n
d
 p
u
b
li
c
 r
e
v
ie
w
 p
e
ri
o
d
 i
s
 t
h
e
 f
o
rm

a
l 

m
il
e
s
to
n
e
 i
n
 t
h
e
 N
E
P
A
 p
ro
c
e
s
s
 w
h
e
re
 p
ro
je
c
t 
fi
n
d
in
g
s
 a
re
 p
ro
v
id
e
d
 t
o
 t
h
e
 

p
u
b
li
c
 a
n
d
 t
h
e
 p
u
b
li
c
 i
s
 g
iv
e
n
 t
h
e
 o
p
p
o
rt
u
n
it
y
 t
o
 r
e
v
ie
w
 a
n
d
 p
ro
v
id
e
 

c
o
m
m
e
n
t 
o
n
 t
h
e
 p
ro
je
c
t 
p
ro
p
o
s
a
l 
(s
e
e
 a
ls
o
 R
e
s
p
o
n
s
e
 I
s
s
u
e
 B
).
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C

om
m

en
ts

 
R

es
p
on

se
s 

A
 =

 R
e

fe
re

n
c
e

 n
u

m
b

e
r 

fo
r 

s
u

m
m

a
ry

 r
e

s
p

o
n

s
e

 i
s
s

u
e
  
  

 

A
p
p
en

d
ix

 E
: 

C
om

m
en

ts
 a

n
d
 R

es
p
on

se
s 

E
-4

5
 

f
in

a
l 

e
n

v
ir

o
n

m
e

n
t
a

l 
im

p
a

c
t
 
s

t
a

t
e

m
e

n
t

m
il
le

r 
c
re

e
k
 r

o
a
d

C
om

m
en

t 
#

 2
0
 (

co
n

ti
n

u
ed

) 
 It 
w
ill
 h
av
e 
a 
dr
am

at
ic
 e
ffe
ct
.  
W
e 
th
in
k 
if 
it 
im
pa
ct
s 
ou
r c
lu
b 
en
ou
gh
, t
he
 E
IS
 is
 d
ef
ic
ie
nt
 in
 th
at
 it
 d
oe
s 

no
t a
de
qu
at
el
y 
ad
dr
es
s 
th
e 
co
st
s 
of
 th
e 
rig
ht
-o
f-
w
ay
 b
ec
au
se
 if
 it
 a
ffe
ct
s 
ou
r c
lu
b 
en
ou
gh
, y
ou
 m
ig
ht
 a
s 

w
el
l c
on
de
m
n 
th
e 
en
tir
e 
cl
ub
.  
Y
ou
 c
an
’t 
co
nd
em

n 
tw
o 
ho
le
s 
w
ith
ou
t c
on
de
m
ni
ng
 a
ll 
18
 a
nd
 th
e 
co
st
 o
f 

th
at
 is
 fa
r i
n 
ex
ce
ss
 o
f $
1.
2 
m
ill
io
n.
   
  

 F
in
al
ly
, I
’m
 n
ot
 s
ur
e 
th
at
 e
ve
ry
bo
dy
 u
nd
er
st
an
ds
 th
is
, b
ut
 th
er
e 
is
 a
 s
ub
tle
 n
ot
e 
in
 th
is
 E
IS
, a
nd
 it
 is
 

bu
rie
d 
in
 p
ag
e 
46
2 
of
 th
e 
do
cu
m
en
t s
om

ew
he
re
, b
ut
 A
lte
rn
at
iv
e 
5A
 d
oe
s 
no
t i
nc
lu
de
 a
 le
ft-
tu
rn
 la
ne
 a
t 

th
e 
lig
ht
 a
t O
ld
 H
ig
hw
ay
 9
3 
an
d 
U
S
 9
3.
  S
o 
w
ha
t t
he
 C
ou
nt
ry
 C
lu
b 
m
em

be
rs
 w
ill
 b
e 
le
ft 
w
ith
 is
 th
is
: I
 c
an
 

co
m
e 
ou
t t
o 
th
e 
ga
te
, w
e’
re
 le
av
in
g,
 a
nd
 I 
ca
n 
tu
rn
 le
ft 
ac
ro
ss
 2
0,
00
0 
ca
rs
 p
er
 d
ay
, w
hi
ch
 is
 n
ot
 a
 s
af
e 

al
te
rn
at
iv
e,
 o
r I
 c
an
 tu
rn
 r
ig
ht
 a
nd
 g
o 
do
w
n 
to
 th
e 
lig
ht
 a
nd
 m
y 
ho
us
e 
is
 to
 th
e 
le
ft 
an
d 
I’m
 n
ot
 g
oi
ng
 h
av
e 

an
y 
w
ay
 to
 g
et
 h
om

e 
to
 M
is
so
ul
a,
 M
on
ta
na
.  
I’m
 g
oi
ng
 to
 h
av
e 
to
 g
o 
rig
ht
 to
 L
ol
o 
an
d 
fli
p 
a 
U
-t
ur
n 

so
m
ew
he
re
 o
r g
o 
th
ro
ug
h 
th
e 
lig
ht
 a
nd
 fl
ip
 a
 U
-t
ur
n 
up
 th
e 
M
ill
er
 C
re
ek
 a
re
a 
so
m
ew
he
re
. S
o 
in
 th
at
 

re
sp
ec
t I
 th
in
k 
th
e 
E
IS
 is
 la
ck
in
g.
  T
ho
se
 a
re
 m
y 
in
iti
al
 c
om

m
en
ts
 a
nd
 I’
ve
 a
lre
ad
y 
sh
ar
ed
 c
om

m
en
ts
 in
 

an
ot
he
r r
oo
m
. 

R
es

p
on

se
 t

o 
C

om
m

en
t 

#
 2

0
 (

co
n

ti
n

u
ed

) 
 *
 4
6
: 
G
o
lf
 c
o
u
rs
e
 h
o
le
s
 e
ig
h
t 
a
n
d
 n
in
e
 a
n
d
 t
h
e
 e
ig
h
th
 a
n
d
 n
in
th
 h
o
le
 t
e
e
 

b
o
x
e
s
 o
r 
fa
ir
w
a
y
s
 w
o
u
ld
 n
o
t 
b
e
 i
m
p
a
c
te
d
 w
it
h
 t
h
e
 O
ld
 U
S
 9
3
 

im
p
ro
v
e
m
e
n
ts
 a
s
 p
ro
p
o
s
e
d
 i
n
 t
h
e
 D
E
IS
 o
r 
in
 t
h
e
 F
E
IS
 r
e
v
is
e
d
 d
e
s
ig
n
. 

P
le
a
s
e
 r
e
fe
r 
to
 R
e
s
p
o
n
s
e
 I
s
s
u
e
 G
. 

   *
 4
7
: 
A
s
 m

e
n
ti
o
n
e
d
 u
n
d
e
r 
R
e
s
p
o
n
s
e
 I
s
s
u
e
 F
, 
in
 t
h
e
 D
E
IS
 t
h
e
 l
e
ft
-t
u
rn
 

m
o
v
e
m
e
n
t 
fr
o
m
 O
ld
 U
S
 9
3
 t
o
 U
S
 9
3
 w
a
s
 e
li
m
in
a
te
d
. 
In
 t
h
e
 F
E
IS
, 
th
a
t 

m
o
v
e
m
e
n
t 
c
o
u
ld
 b
e
 m

a
in
ta
in
e
d
 d
u
ri
n
g
 n
o
n
-p
e
a
k
 h
o
u
rs
; 
h
o
w
e
v
e
r,
 

c
o
m
p
le
te
 r
e
s
tr
ic
ti
o
n
 o
f 
th
is
 l
e
ft
-t
u
rn
 m

o
v
e
m
e
n
t 
m
a
y
 b
e
 w
a
rr
a
n
te
d
 i
n
 t
h
e
 

fu
tu
re
, 
a
t 
th
e
 d
is
c
re
ti
o
n
 o
f 
M
D
T
 w
h
o
 h
a
s
 j
u
ri
s
d
ic
ti
o
n
 o
f 
U
S
 9
3
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 r
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ts
 a

n
d
 R
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p
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se
s 

E
-4
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f
in

a
l 

e
n

v
ir

o
n

m
e

n
t
a

l 
im

p
a

c
t
 
s

t
a

t
e

m
e

n
t

m
il
le

r 
c
re

e
k
 r

o
a
d

C
om

m
en

t 
#

 2
1
: 

G
le

n
 B

u
m

ga
rd

n
er

 
 (G
le
n 
B
um

ga
rd
ne
r)
 6
20
5 
S
ai
nt
 T
ho
m
as
 D
riv
e.
  M

y 
w
ife
 a
nd
 I 
liv
e 
so
 c
lo
se
 to
 U
pp
er
 M
ill
er
 C
re
ek
 R
oa
d 

an
d 
al
so
 w
e 
w
or
k 
at
 ti
m
es
 th
at
 a
re
 n
ot
 h
ig
h 
tra
ffi
c 
vo
lu
m
e 
tim
es
, s
o 
no
 m
at
te
r w
ha
t w
e 
do
 I 
do
n’
t t
hi
nk
 it
 

w
ill
 im
pa
ct
 o
ur
 n
or
m
al
 d
ai
ly
 ro
ut
in
e 
an
d 
th
e 
ch
an
ce
 o
f u
s 
us
in
g 
a 
br
id
ge
 in
 a
ny
 o
f t
he
se
 a
lte
rn
at
iv
es
, 

be
ca
us
e 
w
e 
ar
e 
so
 c
lo
se
 to
 U
pp
er
 M
ill
er
 C
re
ek
 R
oa
d,
 a
re
 v
er
y 
m
in
im
al
.  
H
ow
ev
er
, t
ha
t b
ei
ng
 s
ai
d,
 I’
m
 

st
ill
 v
er
y 
m
uc
h 
ag
ai
ns
t t
he
 P
re
fe
rr
ed
 A
lte
rn
at
iv
e 
be
ca
us
e 
th
e 
m
ai
n 
po
in
t w
as
 a
no
th
er
 a
cc
es
s/
an
ot
he
r 

br
id
ge
. P
eo
pl
e 
w
ho
 h
av
e 
liv
ed
 h
er
e 
fo
r a
w
hi
le
 h
av
e 
he
ar
d 
th
e 
st
or
y 
of
 R
es
er
ve
 S
tr
ee
t. 
 It
 w
as
 p
ro
je
ct
ed
 

w
ith
 a
 c
er
ta
in
 a
m
ou
nt
 o
f t
ra
ffi
c 
an
d 
it 
w
as
 s
up
po
se
d 
to
 la
st
 fo
r 
te
n 
ye
ar
s 
be
fo
re
 w
e 
ev
en
 h
ad
 a
ny
 a
m
ou
nt
 

of
 c
on
ge
st
io
n 
an
d 
th
e 
da
y 
th
at
 R
es
er
ve
 w
as
 b
ui
lt 
an
d 
ev
er
yb
od
y 
st
ar
te
d 
us
in
g 
it,
 it
 w
as
 li
ke
 it
 w
as
 

im
m
ed
ia
te
ly
 fi
lle
d 
to
 th
e 
br
im
.  
S
o 
I t
al
ke
d 
to
 s
om

e 
tr
af
fic
 e
ng
in
ee
rs
 th
at
 s
ay
 th
es
e 
fo
re
ca
st
s 
ab
ou
t f
ut
ur
e 

us
e 
ar
e 
lik
e 
an
y 
ki
nd
 o
f f
or
ec
as
ts
, y
ou
 a
re
 tr
yi
ng
 to
 g
ue
ss
 th
e 
fu
tu
re
.  
If 
yo
u 
ar
e 
an
 e
ng
in
ee
r 
or
 

so
m
eb
od
y 
w
ho
 d
oe
s 
st
at
is
tic
s,
 y
ou
 c
an
 w
rit
e 
so
m
e 
fig
ur
es
 d
ow
n 
an
d 
do
 s
om

e 
sc
ie
nt
ifi
c 
an
al
ys
is
 b
ut
 it
 

st
ill
 tu
rn
s 
ou
t t
o 
be
 a
 s
ci
en
tif
ic
 g
ue
ss
.  
Y
ou
 k
no
w
, t
he
re
 a
re
 p
eo
pl
e 
w
ho
 li
ve
 in
 M
ill
er
 C
re
ek
 th
at
 s
til
l d
on
’t 

ev
en
 k
no
w
 th
at
 th
ey
’v
e 
go
t t
hi
s 
hu
ge
 a
pa
rtm

en
t c
om

pl
ex
 to
 th
e 
so
ut
h 
go
in
g 
in
.  
W
e 
se
e 
al
l t
he
se
 e
m
pt
y 

sp
ot
s 
an
d 
al
l t
he
se
 n
ew
 h
om

e 
si
te
s 
an
d 
co
m
m
on
 s
en
se
 s
ay
s 
th
at
 th
er
e 
is
 n
o 
w
ay
 y
ou
 a
re
 g
oi
ng
 to
 m
ak
e 

Lo
w
er
 a
nd
 U
pp
er
 M
ill
er
 C
re
ek
 b
e 
a 
vi
ab
le
 o
ne
-w
ay
 e
xi
t o
ut
 o
f t
he
 a
re
a.
  S
o 
al
th
ou
gh
 w
e 
do
n’
t p
la
n 
to
 

us
e 
th
e 
br
id
ge
, w
e 
st
ill
 fe
el
 th
e 
pr
es
su
re
 o
f a
ll 
th
e 
pe
op
le
 tr
yi
ng
 to
 s
qu
ee
ze
 th
ei
r w
ay
 o
ut
.  
T
he
 P
re
fe
rr
ed
 

A
lte
rn
at
iv
e 
ha
s 
so
m
e 
be
lls
 a
nd
 w
hi
st
le
s 
th
at
 m
ak
e 
it 
so
un
d 
lik
e 
a 
ni
ce
 d
ea
l a
nd
 it
 is
 m
uc
h 
le
ss
 

ex
pe
ns
iv
e,
 b
ut
 in
 li
fe
 y
ou
’v
e 
se
en
 th
at
 s
om

et
im
es
 y
ou
 ta
ke
 th
e 
ch
ea
p 
th
in
g 
or
 ta
ke
 th
e 
lo
w
 b
id
, a
nd
 th
en
 

la
te
r o
n 
yo
u 
fin
d 
ou
t y
ou
 p
ay
 a
n 
ev
en
 b
ig
ge
r p
ric
e 
th
an
 y
ou
 w
ou
ld
 h
av
e 
pa
id
 if
 y
ou
 h
ad
 g
on
e 
th
e 
rig
ht
 

w
ay
.  
 If
 w
e 
pu
t t
he
 b
rid
ge
 in
 a
nd
 fi
nd
 o
ut
 w
e 
ne
ed
 s
om

e 
m
or
e 
be
lls
 a
nd
 w
hi
st
le
s,
 it
 is
 g
oi
ng
 to
 b
e 
a 

w
ho
le
 lo
t b
et
te
r t
ha
n 
to
 h
av
e 
sp
en
t a
ll 
ou
r m

on
ey
 o
n 
th
e 
be
lls
 a
nd
 w
hi
st
le
s 
th
at
 e
ve
n 
w
ith
 th
e 
N
o-
B
ui
ld
 

A
lte
rn
at
iv
e 
w
e 
ar
e 
go
in
g 
to
 g
et
 to
 a
 c
er
ta
in
 d
eg
re
e 
an
yw
ay
 a
nd
 th
en
 h
av
e 
to
 g
o 
ba
ck
 a
nd
 tr
y 
an
d 
fin
d 

m
on
ey
 fo
r a
 b
rid
ge
.  
A
ga
in
, t
he
 b
rid
ge
 w
as
 th
e 
m
ai
n 
fo
cu
s 
of
 th
is
 a
 lo
ng
 ti
m
e 
ag
o.
 

 O
ne
 o
f t
he
 th
in
gs
 y
ou
 s
ee
 a
nd
 w
hy
 th
is
 P
re
fe
rr
ed
 A
lte
rn
at
iv
e 
w
as
 p
ic
ke
d 
is
 b
ec
au
se
 it
 u
se
s 
w
or
ds
 li
ke
 

“a
cc
ep
ta
bl
e”
 a
nd
 “
ad
eq
ua
te
.”
  I
’m
 s
ay
in
g 
th
at
 w
he
n 
w
e 
ar
e 
do
in
g 
th
is
, w
e 
do
n’
t w
an
t t
o 
go
 th
at
 r
ou
te
.  

W
e 
w
an
t t
o 
th
in
k 
pa
st
 th
e 
R
es
er
ve
 S
tr
ee
t m

is
ta
ke
.  
W
e 
w
an
t t
o 
th
in
k 
ab
ou
t a
 re
al
is
tic
 id
ea
 a
bo
ut
 w
ha
t 

th
e 
fu
tu
re
 is
 a
nd
 h
ow
 w
e 
w
an
t i
t t
o 
be
, n
ot
 s
o 
m
uc
h 
fo
r t
he
 o
ld
 ti
m
er
s 
bu
t f
or
 y
ou
r c
hi
ld
re
n.
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e
s
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 t
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h
is
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 b
e
 f
o
u
n
d
 u
n
d
e
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S
u
m
m
a
ry
 

R
e
s
p
o
n
s
e
 i
s
s
u
e
 l
e
tt
e
rs
 B
, 
D
, 
F
, 
H
, 
a
n
d
 I
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E
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f
in

a
l 

e
n

v
ir

o
n

m
e

n
t
a

l 
im

p
a

c
t
 
s

t
a

t
e

m
e

n
t

m
il
le

r 
c
re

e
k
 r

o
a
d

C
om

m
en

t 
#

 2
2
: 

S
k
ip

 K
op

ri
vi

ca
 

 (S
ki
p 
K
op
riv
ic
a)
 6
21
 P
ar
kv
ie
w
 W
ay
.  
I’m

 h
er
e 
to
 s
pe
ak
 o
n 
be
ha
lf 
of
 th
e 
M
is
so
ul
a 
C
ou
nt
ry
 

C
lu
b.
  T
he
 m
ai
n 
th
in
g 
I w
an
t t
o 
br
in
g 
up
 is
 th
e 
fa
ct
 th
at
 if
 y
ou
 w
er
e 
to
 ta
ke
 la
nd
 a
w
ay
 fr
om

 th
e 

M
is
so
ul
a 
C
ou
nt
ry
 C
lu
b,
 o
r 
se
ve
re
ly
 a
ffe
ct
 th
e 
ac
ce
ss
 to
 th
e 
C
ou
nt
ry
 C
lu
b,
 it
 is
 g
oi
ng
 to
 h
av
e 
a 

te
rr
ib
le
 e
ffe
ct
 o
n 
th
e 
C
lu
b.
  I
 fe
el
 o
ur
 C
lu
b 
ha
s 
he
lp
ed
 b
en
ef
it 
th
e 
co
m
m
un
ity
 o
f M

is
so
ul
a 
fo
r 

m
an
y 
ye
ar
s.
  O

ve
r 
th
e 
ye
ar
s 
w
e’
ve
 h
os
te
d 
nu
m
er
ou
s 
fu
nd
 r
ai
si
ng
 e
ve
nt
s 
su
ch
 a
s 
C
om

m
un
ity
 

C
ar
e,
 C
am

p 
M
ak
e-
A
-D
re
am

, G
riz
zl
y 
R
ou
nd
 B
al
l, 
Ja
de
n 
F
re
d,
 L
io
ns
 C
lu
b,
 M
ill
er
 B
ar
be
r 
P
ro
 

A
m
 w
hi
ch
 b
en
ef
ite
d 
th
e 
U
ni
ve
rs
ity
 o
f M

on
ta
na
, C
ha
m
be
r 
of
 C
om

m
er
ce
, a
nd
 fo
r 
th
e 
la
st
 fi
fte
en
 

ye
ar
s 
th
e 
M
is
so
ul
a 
C
ou
nt
ry
 C
lu
b 
ha
s 
ho
st
ed
, a
t n
o 
ch
ar
ge
, t
he
 H
ig
h 
S
ch
oo
l F
un
d 
R
ai
si
ng
 G
ol
f 

T
ou
rn
am

en
t w
hi
ch
 h
as
 r
ai
se
d 
ov
er
 $
25
0,
00
0 
fo
r 
hi
gh
 s
ch
oo
l g
ol
f p
ro
gr
am

s.
  W

e 
kn
ow
 th
at
 

Lo
yo
la
 w
ou
ld
 n
ot
 h
av
e 
a 
go
lf 
pr
og
ra
m
 o
r 
go
lf 
te
am

 w
er
e 
it 
no
t f
or
 th
e 
fu
nd
 r
ai
se
r.
  I
n 
20
06
 w
e 

ra
is
ed
 $
24
,9
00
 fo
r 
th
e 
fo
ur
 h
ig
h 
sc
ho
ol
 g
ol
f t
ea
m
s.
  T
he
 M
is
so
ul
a 
C
ou
nt
ry
 C
lu
b 
ha
s 
al
so
 

pr
ov
id
ed
 a
 v
er
y 
w
or
th
w
hi
le
 g
ol
f e
xp
er
ie
nc
e 
fo
r 
am

at
eu
r 
go
lfe
rs
 th
ro
ug
ho
ut
 th
e 
S
ta
te
 o
f 

M
on
ta
na
.  
W
e’
ve
 h
os
te
d 
th
e 
fo
llo
w
in
g 
ev
en
ts
 o
n 
nu
m
er
ou
s 
oc
ca
si
on
s:
 T
he
 M
en
’s
 S
ta
te
 

A
m
at
eu
r 
C
ha
m
pi
on
sh
ip
 w
hi
ch
 w
e 
he
ld
 th
is
 y
ea
r;
 T
he
 M
en
’s
 M
id
-A
m
at
eu
r 
C
ha
m
pi
on
sh
ip
; T
he
 

M
en
’s
 S
ta
te
 A
m
at
eu
rs
; T
he
 S
ta
te
 S
en
io
r’s
 T
ou
rn
am

en
t; 
T
he
 L
ad
ie
s’
 S
ta
te
 A
m
at
eu
r;
 T
he
 

Ju
ni
or
 S
ta
te
 T
ou
rn
am

en
t; 
T
he
 S
ta
te
 A
A
 H
ig
h 
S
ch
oo
l T
ou
rn
am

en
t; 
as
 w
el
l a
s 
th
e 
M
en
’s
 U
S
JA
 

S
en
io
r 
Q
ua
lif
ie
r.
  W

e 
fe
el
 th
e 
M
is
so
ul
a 
C
ou
nt
ry
 C
lu
b 
ha
s 
be
en
 v
er
y 
co
m
m
un
ity
 o
rie
nt
ed
.  
A
ls
o 

th
e 
M
is
so
ul
a 
C
ou
nt
ry
 C
lu
b 
al
lo
w
s 
th
e 
fo
ur
 h
ig
h 
sc
ho
ol
 g
ol
f t
ea
m
s 
as
 w
el
l a
s 
th
e 
U
ni
ve
rs
ity
 o
f 

M
on
ta
na
 la
di
es
 te
am

 to
 p
la
y 
at
 th
e 
M
is
so
ul
a 
C
ou
nt
ry
 c
lu
b 
at
 n
o 
ch
ar
ge
. 
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 b
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f
in

a
l 

e
n

v
ir

o
n

m
e

n
t
a

l 
im

p
a

c
t
 
s

t
a

t
e

m
e

n
t

m
il
le

r 
c
re

e
k
 r

o
a
d

C
om

m
en

t 
#

 2
3
: 

M
ik

e 
M

cC
ou

rt
 

 (M
ik
e 
M
cC
ou
rt)
 3
05
 H
ig
h 
P
ar
k 
W
ay
 in
 M
is
so
ul
a.
  I
 a
m
 a
 m
em

be
r o
f t
he
 M
is
so
ul
a 
C
ou
nt
ry
 C
lu
b 
an
d 
I’m
 

al
so
 c
ur
re
nt
ly
 o
n 
th
e 
B
oa
rd
 o
f D
ire
ct
or
s.
  I
 d
on
’t 
w
an
t t
o 
re
ha
sh
 w
ha
t B
ra
d 
an
d 
ot
he
rs
 h
av
e 
sa
id
 a
bo
ut
 

th
e 
m
aj
or
 c
on
ce
rn
 th
at
 a
lm
os
t a
ll 
of
 u
s 
ha
ve
 a
nd
 th
at
 is
 th
er
e 
re
al
ly
 n
ee
ds
 to
 b
e 
a 
se
rio
us
 lo
ok
 a
t g
et
tin
g 

a 
br
id
ge
 a
nd
 s
ol
ve
 th
is
 p
ro
bl
em

.  
It 
is
 n
ot
 g
oi
ng
 to
 h
ap
pe
n 
w
ith
 p
ro
po
sa
l 5
A
 a
nd
 it
 c
er
ta
in
ly
 w
on
’t 
ha
pp
en
 

fo
r o
ur
 m
em

be
rs
hi
p 
in
 a
ny
 o
f t
he
se
 p
ro
po
sa
ls
 if
 O
ld
 9
3 
re
m
od
el
 is
 p
ar
t o
f t
he
 p
ic
tu
re
.  
S
o 
m
ay
be
 to
 c
ar
ry
 

on
 a
 b
it 
w
ith
 w
ha
t B
ra
d 
ha
d 
to
 s
ay
, I
 ju
st
 w
an
t t
o 
as
k 
a 
fe
w
 b
as
ic
 q
ue
st
io
ns
 o
r a
t l
ea
st
 h
av
e 
yo
u 
co
ns
id
er
 

a 
fe
w
 b
as
ic
 q
ue
st
io
ns
 th
at
 I’
ve
 h
ea
rd
 fr
om

 m
em

be
rs
 o
f o
ur
 C
lu
b.
  (
1)
 H
ow
 w
ill
 p
eo
pl
e 
en
te
r 
an
d 
ex
it 
th
e 

C
lu
b 
du
rin
g 
an
d 
af
te
r 
co
ns
tru
ct
io
n?
  I
t i
s 
al
m
os
t o
bv
io
us
 to
 a
ll 
of
 u
s 
th
at
 th
e 
on
ly
 o
pt
io
n 
yo
u 
ar
e 
go
in
g 
to
 

ha
ve
 to
 c
om

e 
ou
t o
f a
nd
 in
to
 th
e 
go
lf 
co
ur
se
 is
 b
y 
tu
rn
in
g 
rig
ht
.  
W
el
l, 
th
at
 c
au
se
s 
a 
lo
t o
f p
ro
bl
em

s 
fo
r 

us
.  
(2
) 
A
re
 th
er
e 
an
y 
sa
fe
ty
 c
on
si
de
ra
tio
ns
 fo
r g
et
tin
g 
in
 a
nd
 o
ut
 o
f b
us
in
es
se
s 
al
on
g 
O
ld
 H
ig
hw
ay
 9
3?
  I
 

di
dn
’t 
se
e 
an
y 
of
 th
at
 in
 th
e 
D
ra
ft 
E
IS
.  
( 3
) 
W
ha
t a
bo
ut
 e
m
er
ge
nc
y 
si
tu
at
io
ns
? 
 W
e 
ha
d 
an
 e
m
er
ge
nc
y 

th
is
 m
on
th
 w
he
n 
on
e 
of
 o
ur
 m
em

be
rs
 h
ad
 a
 s
ev
er
e 
he
ar
t a
tta
ck
 in
 o
ur
 C
lu
b.
  W

e 
ca
lle
d 
91
1 
an
d 
ha
d 

pe
op
le
 a
ss
is
tin
g 
hi
m
; w
e 
ha
d 
th
e 
am

bu
la
nc
e 
an
d 
th
e 
E
M
T
 p
eo
pl
e 
th
er
e 
w
ith
in
 a
 fe
w
 m
in
ut
es
.  
I j
us
t 

re
al
ly
 h
at
e 
to
 th
in
k 
w
ha
t t
ha
t m

ig
ht
 lo
ok
 li
ke
 if
 w
e 
w
er
e 
de
al
in
g 
w
ith
 a
 k
in
d 
of
 R
es
er
ve
 S
tre
et
 o
ut
 th
er
e.
  

T
he
re
 w
ou
ld
 b
e 
tim
es
 w
he
n 
w
e 
co
ul
dn
’t 
ev
en
 g
et
 a
n 
am

bu
la
nc
e 
or
 fi
re
 tr
uc
k 
in
 fo
r a
n 
em

er
ge
nc
y 

si
tu
at
io
n.
  

 O
ne
 o
th
er
 th
in
g 
I w
ou
ld
 li
ke
 to
 m
en
tio
n 
is
 th
at
 w
e 
do
n’
t r
ea
lly
 h
av
e 
an
 id
ea
 o
f h
ow
 m
uc
h 
la
nd
 o
r h
ow
 

en
cr
oa
ch
m
en
t w
ill
 b
e 
ha
nd
le
d 
un
de
r 
5A
.  
A
s 
B
ra
d 
sa
id
, n
o 
on
e 
ha
s 
co
m
e 
to
 ta
lk
 to
 u
s 
ab
ou
t i
t; 
no
bo
dy
 

ha
s 
be
en
 o
ut
 th
er
e 
sh
ow
in
g 
us
 w
he
re
 y
ou
 m
ig
ht
 w
an
t t
o 
go
.  
It 
is
 h
ar
d 
fo
r u
s 
to
 e
nv
is
io
n 
w
ha
t y
ou
 h
av
e 

in
 m
in
d 
be
ca
us
e 
w
e’
ve
 b
ee
n 
le
ft 
ou
t o
f t
he
 p
ro
ce
ss
 b
as
ic
al
ly
 fr
om

 th
e 
be
gi
nn
in
g.
  F
in
al
ly
 w
ha
t a
bo
ut
 

no
is
e 
po
llu
tio
n,
 a
ir 
po
llu
tio
n?
 If
 y
ou
 w
er
e 
a 
go
lfe
r 
w
ou
ld
 y
ou
 li
ke
 to
 b
e 
st
an
di
ng
 o
n 
ou
r 8

th
 te
e 
bo
x 
at
 5
:0
0 

w
ith
 a
 n
ew
 h
ig
hw
ay
 o
ut
 th
er
e 
an
d 
ca
rs
 b
um

pe
r-
to
-b
um

pe
r 
ex
ha
us
tin
g 
an
d 
si
tti
ng
 th
er
e 
to
 c
at
ch
 a
 li
gh
t i
n 

ei
th
er
 d
ire
ct
io
n?
  T
ha
t i
s 
ce
rta
in
ly
 n
ot
 p
ar
t o
f t
he
 a
es
th
et
ic
s 
of
 b
ei
ng
 o
ut
do
or
s 
fo
r g
ol
fe
rs
 o
r a
ny
bo
dy
 e
ls
e.
   

 In
 c
on
cl
us
io
n 
I w
ou
ld
 li
ke
 to
 m
ak
e 
a 
co
up
le
 o
f r
ec
om

m
en
da
tio
ns
 to
 y
ou
.  
 I 
w
ou
ld
 s
ay
 to
 g
o 
ba
ck
 to
 th
e 

dr
aw
in
g 
bo
ar
d 
an
d 
do
 th
e 
pr
oj
ec
t c
or
re
ct
ly
 b
y 
ad
dr
es
si
ng
 th
e 
or
ig
in
al
 in
te
nt
 o
f t
he
 M
ill
er
 C
re
ek
 s
tu
dy
.  
I 

th
in
k 
w
e 
ar
e 
ge
tti
ng
 a
 lo
ng
 w
ay
s 
aw
ay
 fr
om

 th
at
.  
A
ls
o 
do
n’
t a
ss
um

e 
th
e 
M
is
so
ul
a 
C
ou
nt
ry
 C
lu
b 
w
ill
 

re
sp
on
d 
en
th
us
ia
st
ic
al
ly
 to
 th
is
 p
ro
je
ct
 w
he
n 
w
e 
fe
el
 o
ur
 c
ou
rs
e 
is
 b
ei
ng
 th
re
at
en
ed
 w
ith
 la
nd
 ta
ki
ng
, 

no
is
e 
an
d 
ai
r 
po
llu
tio
n,
 a
nd
 s
er
io
us
 in
gr
es
s 
an
d 
eg
re
ss
 is
su
es
.  
O
ur
 m
em

be
rs
 fe
el
 th
at
 y
ou
r 
pr
op
os
al
 5
A
, 

as
 w
el
l a
s 
th
e 
ot
he
r o
pt
io
ns
 in
vo
lv
in
g 
th
e 
re
m
od
el
 o
f O
ld
 H
ig
hw
ay
 9
3,
 a
re
 n
ot
hi
ng
 m
or
e 
th
an
 a
 b
an
d-
ai
d 

ap
pr
oa
ch
 fa
ili
ng
 to
 a
dd
re
ss
 th
e 
m
uc
h 
la
rg
er
 g
ro
w
th
 a
nd
 tr
af
fic
 p
ro
bl
em

s 
fa
ci
ng
 th
e 
M
ill
er
 C
re
ek
 a
re
a 
an
d 

M
is
so
ul
a 
in
 g
en
er
al
.  
F
in
al
ly
, p
le
as
e 
do
n’
t c
re
at
e 
a 
tr
af
fic
 n
ig
ht
m
ar
e 
lik
e 
w
e 
ha
ve
 o
ut
 a
t t
he
 in
te
rs
ec
tio
n 

of
 M
ul
la
n 
R
oa
d 
an
d 
R
es
er
ve
.  
M
ul
la
n 
an
d 
R
es
er
ve
 a
re
 fi
ne
 e
xa
m
pl
es
 o
f t
he
 q
ui
ck
 c
he
ap
 fi
x,
 ra
th
er
 th
an
 

ge
tti
ng
 it
 ri
gh
t t
he
 fi
rs
t t
im
e.
  S
o 
yo
u 
ha
ve
 a
n 
op
po
rtu
ni
ty
 h
er
e 
to
 g
o 
ba
ck
 a
nd
 g
et
 it
 ri
gh
t t
he
 fi
rs
t t
im
e.
 

R
es

p
on

se
 t

o 
C

om
m

en
t 

#
 2

3
 

 R
e
s
p
o
n
s
e
s
 t
o
 t
h
is
 c
o
m
m
e
n
t 
c
a
n
 b
e
 f
o
u
n
d
 u
n
d
e
r 
S
u
m
m
a
ry
 

R
e
s
p
o
n
s
e
 i
s
s
u
e
 l
e
tt
e
rs
 B
, 
D
, 
F
, 
G
, 
a
n
d
 M
. 

   

B
 

D
 

F
 

G
 

M
         

B
 

F
 

G
    

B
 

F
 

G
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C

om
m

en
ts

 
R

es
p
on

se
s 

A
 =

 R
e

fe
re

n
c
e

 n
u

m
b

e
r 

fo
r 

s
u

m
m

a
ry

 r
e

s
p

o
n

s
e

 i
s
s

u
e
  
  

 

A
p
p
en

d
ix

 E
: 

C
om

m
en

ts
 a

n
d
 R

es
p
on

se
s 

E
-4

9
 

f
in

a
l 

e
n

v
ir

o
n

m
e

n
t
a

l 
im

p
a

c
t
 
s

t
a

t
e

m
e

n
t

m
il
le

r 
c
re

e
k
 r

o
a
d

C
om

m
en

t 
#

 2
4
: 

B
ob

 C
ol

e 
 (B
ob
 C
ol
e)
 4
80
5 
M
ill
er
 C
re
ek
 R
oa
d.
  A
s 
fa
r a
s 
be
in
g 
im
pa
ct
ed
, w
e 
ar
e 
pr
ob
ab
ly
 g
oi
ng
 to
 b
e 
on
e 
of
 th
e 

m
os
t i
m
pa
ct
ed
 a
lo
ng
 w
ith
 B
ob
 B
ea
ch
 a
nd
 s
ev
er
al
 o
th
er
 n
ei
gh
bo
rs
 a
ro
un
d 
th
er
e 
w
ith
 th
e 
m
os
t l
an
d 
be
in
g 

ta
ke
n 
aw
ay
 fr
om

 u
s.
  S
o 
yo
u 
ca
n 
se
e 
th
at
 I’
m
 a
 li
ttl
e 
bi
t u
ps
et
 w
ith
 th
is
 a
lte
rn
at
iv
e 
es
pe
ci
al
ly
 s
in
ce
 e
ve
ry
 

ye
ar
 fo
r t
he
 la
st
 1
5 
to
 2
0 
ye
ar
s 
w
he
n 
w
e’
ve
 h
ad
 m
ee
tin
gs
 o
n 
w
ha
t w
e 
ne
ed
 a
t M

ill
er
 C
re
ek
 w
e 
sa
id
, “
A
 

br
id
ge
.”
  A
nd
 e
ve
ry
 m
ee
tin
g 
th
ey
 c
om

e 
ba
ck
 to
 m
e 
as
ki
ng
 w
ha
t w
e 
w
an
t a
nd
 w
e 
sa
y,
 “a
 b
rid
ge
.” 
 I 
do
n’
t 

kn
ow
 h
ow
 m
an
y 
tim
es
 w
e 
ha
ve
 to
 s
ay
 it
 a
nd
 I 
do
n’
t k
no
w
 h
ow
 m
an
y 
tim
es
 y
ou
 h
av
e 
to
 te
ll 
th
e 
pe
op
le
 

w
ho
 a
re
 r
un
ni
ng
 a
ll 
th
e 
w
ay
 fr
om

 th
e 
ci
ty
, t
o 
th
e 
co
un
ty
, a
ll 
th
e 
w
ay
 to
 th
e 
U
.S
. g
ov
er
nm

en
t t
ha
t w
e 
re
al
ly
 

ne
ed
 a
 s
ec
on
d 
ac
ce
ss
 to
 th
is
 a
re
a.
  A
ls
o 
I d
on
’t 
th
in
k 
th
ey
 a
re
 lo
ok
in
g 
at
 th
e 
bi
g 
pi
ct
ur
e.
  I
 d
o 
no
t t
hi
nk
 

th
ey
 re
al
ly
 h
av
e 
th
e 
bu
ild
-o
ut
s 
on
 th
is
 a
re
a.
  T
he
re
 is
 a
n 
aw
fu
l l
ot
 o
f l
an
d 
up
 th
er
e 
th
at
 is
 o
pe
n 
an
d 
an
 

aw
fu
l l
ot
 o
f l
an
d 
th
at
 is
 o
w
ne
d 
by
 o
ld
er
 p
eo
pl
e 
w
ho
 h
av
e 
ra
nc
he
s 
of
 1
5 
to
 2
0 
ac
re
s 
th
at
 c
an
 m
ul
tip
ly
 th
e 

bu
ild
-o
ut
 c
om

pa
re
d 
to
 ju
st
 th
e 
M
al
on
ey
 R
an
ch
.  
I f
ee
l t
ha
t i
f t
he
y 
re
al
ly
 g
ot
 th
e 
w
ho
le
 b
ui
ld
-o
ut
 o
n 
it,
 th
ey
 

w
ou
ld
 re
al
ly
 fi
nd
 th
at
 e
ve
n 
w
ith
 fo
ur
 la
ne
s 
fo
r f
iv
e 
bl
oc
ks
, i
t i
s 
no
t g
oi
ng
 to
 s
ol
ve
 th
e 
pr
ob
le
m
s 
of
 U
pp
er
 

an
d 
Lo
w
er
 M
ill
er
 C
re
ek
.  
W
ha
t a
re
 th
ey
 g
oi
ng
 to
 d
o 
w
ith
 th
e 
bi
ke
 p
at
hs
? 
 A
re
 th
e 
co
nt
ra
ct
or
s 
go
in
g 
to
 

co
nt
in
ue
 th
e 
bi
ke
 p
at
hs
 u
p 
th
ro
ug
h 
th
er
e,
 o
r s
id
ew
al
ks
 o
r s
o 
on
 a
nd
 s
o 
fo
rt
h 
w
he
n 
th
ey
 b
ui
ld
 o
n 
or
 a
re
 

th
ey
 ju
st
 g
oi
ng
 to
 fi
dd
le
-fa
rt 
ar
ou
nd
 li
ke
 th
ey
’v
e 
be
en
 d
oi
ng
.  
I k
no
w
 th
e 
co
nt
ra
ct
or
s 
ha
ve
 b
ee
n 
w
or
ki
ng
 

ha
rd
 to
 g
et
 th
is
 d
on
e 
an
d 
w
e’
ve
 b
ee
n 
w
or
ki
ng
 w
ith
 th
em

 b
ut
 o
ne
 o
f t
he
 m
aj
or
 s
tip
ul
at
io
ns
 th
at
 w
e’
ve
 h
ad
 

w
ith
 th
is
 p
ar
tic
ul
ar
 p
ie
ce
 o
f r
oa
d 
is
 th
at
 th
ey
 fi
ni
sh
 it
 a
ll 
th
e 
w
ay
 to
 th
e 
lig
ht
.  
B
ec
au
se
 W
al
-M
ar
t h
as
 c
om

e 
an
d 
sa
id
 th
ey
 m
ig
ht
 h
el
p 
fin
an
ce
 th
at
 fr
om

 B
rig
gs
 to
 th
e 
lig
ht
, t
he
y 
w
an
t t
o 
ju
st
 b
ui
ld
 it
 fr
om

 th
e 
Y
 to
 

B
rig
gs
, a
nd
 w
e 
sa
y,
 “N
o 
w
e 
ne
ed
 it
 to
 th
e 
lig
ht
.” 
 T
he
 li
gh
t i
s 
th
e 
m
aj
or
 p
ro
bl
em

 w
ith
 th
e 
ba
ck
-u
p 
rig
ht
 

no
w
.  
If 
th
ey
 fi
x 
th
at
 in
te
rs
ec
tio
n,
 e
ve
n 
ju
st
 a
ba
nd
on
in
g 
th
at
 in
te
rs
ec
tio
n,
 w
e 
w
ou
ld
 m
ov
e 
en
ou
gh
 tr
af
fic
 in
 

th
e 
m
or
ni
ng
 to
 h
an
dl
e 
th
e 
tr
af
fic
 n
ow
 b
ut
 it
 w
ill
 n
ot
 h
an
dl
e,
 e
ve
n 
w
ith
 th
e 
bi
g 
fo
ur
-la
ne
 r
oa
d 
he
re
, t
he
 

tra
ffi
c 
th
at
 is
 g
oi
ng
 to
 c
om

e 
do
w
n 
th
er
e 
af
te
r 
th
e 
co
m
pl
et
e 
bu
ild
 o
ut
.  
Li
ke
 e
ve
ry
bo
dy
 h
as
 s
ai
d,
 w
e 
re
al
ly
 

ne
ed
 to
 h
av
e 
th
e 
br
id
ge
 a
cr
os
s 
fo
r e
m
er
ge
nc
y 
ac
ce
ss
 a
nd
 ju
st
 to
 g
et
 th
e 
bi
g 
pi
ct
ur
e.
  A
 lo
t o
f p
eo
pl
e 

ha
ve
 ta
lk
ed
 a
bo
ut
 th
e 
by
pa
ss
 th
at
 m
ig
ht
 c
om

e 
th
ro
ug
h 
do
w
n 
th
e 
ea
st
 s
id
e 
of
 th
e 
B
itt
er
ro
ot
.  
W
el
l, 
it 
is
 

go
in
g 
to
 n
ee
d 
a 
br
id
ge
.  
S
o 
w
hy
 n
ot
 b
ui
ld
 th
e 
br
id
ge
 n
ow
 in
 li
ne
 w
ith
 w
he
re
 th
at
 b
yp
as
s 
m
ig
ht
 g
o 
an
d 

sa
ve
 o
ur
se
lv
es
 a
 lo
t o
f m

on
ey
 d
ow
n 
th
e 
w
ay
. 

R
es

p
on

se
 t

o 
C

om
m

en
t 

#
 2

4
 

 R
e
s
p
o
n
s
e
s
 t
o
 t
h
is
 c
o
m
m
e
n
t 
c
a
n
 b
e
 f
o
u
n
d
 u
n
d
e
r 
S
u
m
m
a
ry
 

R
e
s
p
o
n
s
e
 i
s
s
u
e
 l
e
tt
e
rs
 B
, 
D
, 
E
, 
H
, 
I 
a
n
d
 O
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E
 

H
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C

om
m
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R

es
p
on

se
s 

A
 =

 R
e

fe
re

n
c
e

 n
u

m
b

e
r 

fo
r 

s
u

m
m

a
ry

 r
e

s
p

o
n

s
e

 i
s
s

u
e
  
  

 

A
p
p
en

d
ix

 E
: 

C
om

m
en

ts
 a

n
d
 R

es
p
on

se
s 

E
-5

0
 

f
in

a
l 

e
n

v
ir

o
n

m
e

n
t
a

l 
im

p
a

c
t
 
s

t
a

t
e

m
e

n
t

m
il
le

r 
c
re

e
k
 r

o
a
d

C
om

m
en

t 
#

 2
5
: 

M
ar

ti
n

 K
in

g 
 (M

ar
tin
 K
in
g)
 P
.O
. B
ox
 4
74
7,
 M
is
so
ul
a,
 M
on
ta
na
.  
I’m

 a
n 
at
to
rn
ey
 a
nd
 th
at
 is
 w
hy
 I 
ga
ve
 y
ou
 m
y 
po
st
 

of
fic
e 
ad
dr
es
s.
  I
’v
e 
be
en
 a
sk
ed
 to
 s
pe
ak
 o
n 
be
ha
lf 
of
 th
e 
M
is
so
ul
a 
C
ou
nt
ry
 C
lu
b 
w
ho
 o
bv
io
us
ly
 h
as
 

m
aj
or
 p
ro
bl
em

s 
an
d 
co
nc
er
ns
 a
bo
ut
 th
is
 p
ro
je
ct
 a
nd
 fr
an
kl
y 
w
as
 n
ot
 p
ro
vi
de
d 
ad
eq
ua
te
 n
ot
ic
e 
an
d 
th
e 

D
ra
ft 
E
nv
iro
nm

en
ta
l I
m
pa
ct
 S
ta
te
m
en
t t
ha
t h
as
 b
ee
n 
ge
ne
ra
te
d 
do
es
n’
t a
dd
re
ss
 a
ll 
of
 th
e 
im
pa
ct
s 
th
at
 

ar
e 
go
in
g 
to
 p
la
ce
 a
s 
a 
re
su
lt 
of
 th
is
 p
ro
je
ct
.  
 

 In
 re
ga
rd
 to
 th
e 
no
tic
e,
 a
s 
m
an
y 
ha
ve
 a
lre
ad
y 
po
in
te
d 
ou
t, 
th
is
 s
ta
rte
d 
ou
t a
s 
a 
pr
oj
ec
t c
on
ce
rn
in
g 
a 

se
co
nd
 b
rid
ge
 o
r 
a 
se
co
nd
 r
oa
d 
in
to
 th
e 
M
ill
er
 C
re
ek
 a
re
a.
  A
t s
om

e 
po
in
t, 
un
be
kn
ow
ns
t t
o 
m
y 
cl
ie
nt
, 

th
e 
pr
oj
ec
t c
ha
ng
ed
 a
nd
 e
nc
om

pa
ss
es
 n
ow
 O
ld
 H
ig
hw
ay
 9
3.
  W

ha
t t
he
y 
ar
e 
pr
op
os
in
g 
to
 d
o 
w
ith
 O
ld
 

H
ig
hw
ay
 9
3 
is
 w
id
en
 it
 to
 b
as
ic
al
ly
 fo
ur
 la
ne
s;
 tw
o 
tr
av
el
 la
ne
s 
in
 o
ne
 d
ire
ct
io
n 
an
d 
on
e 
tr
av
el
 la
ne
 in
 

an
ot
he
r d
ire
ct
io
n 
w
ith
 a
 tu
rn
 la
ne
 a
nd
 a
ls
o 
bi
ke
 la
ne
s 
an
d 
si
de
w
al
ks
.  
W
ha
t t
ha
t i
s 
go
in
g 
to
 d
o 
is
 n
ot
 

cl
ea
r i
n 
th
e 
E
nv
iro
nm

en
ta
l I
m
pa
ct
 S
ta
te
m
en
t b
ut
 th
e 
fa
ct
 is
 th
at
 th
e 
bu
si
ne
ss
es
 lo
ca
te
d 
on
 th
e 
st
rip
 

be
tw
ee
n 
O
ld
 H
ig
hw
ay
 9
3 
an
d 
H
ig
hw
ay
 9
3,
 a
lm
os
t w
ith
ou
t e
xc
ep
tio
n,
 h
ad
 n
o 
in
fo
rm
at
io
n 
or
 k
no
w
le
dg
e 

th
at
 w
ha
t w
as
 h
ap
pe
ni
ng
 to
 O
ld
 H
ig
hw
ay
 9
3 
as
 p
ar
t o
f t
hi
s 
pr
oj
ec
t. 
 In
 o
th
er
 w
or
ds
, w
e’
ve
 g
ot
 a
 b
ai
t-

an
d-
sw
itc
h 
si
tu
at
io
n 
w
hi
ch
 is
 th
ey
 lo
ok
ed
 fi
rs
t a
t a
no
th
er
 a
cc
es
s 
ro
ad
 to
 M
ill
er
 C
re
ek
 b
ut
 a
re
 n
ow
 

sl
id
in
g 
in
 th
is
 O
ld
 H
ig
hw
ay
 9
3 
w
ith
ou
t p
ro
pe
r n
ot
ic
e 
to
 th
e 
va
rio
us
 in
te
re
st
ed
 in
di
vi
du
al
s.
  M

or
e 

im
po
rta
nt
ly
 is
 th
at
 th
e 
E
nv
iro
nm

en
ta
l I
m
pa
ct
 S
ta
te
m
en
t t
ha
t w
e 
ar
e 
no
w
 re
vi
ew
in
g 
do
es
n’
t a
dd
re
ss
 th
e 

im
pa
ct
s 
th
at
 a
re
 g
oi
ng
 to
 ta
ke
 p
la
ce
 a
nd
 I’
m
 fo
cu
si
ng
 p
rim

ar
ily
 o
n 
O
ld
 H
ig
hw
ay
 9
3.
  I
f y
ou
 re
ad
 th
ro
ug
h 

th
e 
E
xe
cu
tiv
e 
S
um

m
ar
y,
 th
ey
 te
ll 
us
 th
er
e 
w
ill
 b
e 
no
 c
ha
ng
e 
in
 la
nd
 u
se
.  
W
el
l, 
I’m
 te
lli
ng
 y
ou
 if
 th
ey
 

ta
ke
 th
e 
8t
h 
te
e 
bo
x 
an
d 
th
e 
9t
h 
fa
irw
ay
 o
f t
he
 M
is
so
ul
a 
C
ou
nt
ry
 C
lu
b 
th
at
 is
 n
o 
lo
ng
er
 g
oi
ng
 to
 b
e 
a 

go
lf 
co
ur
se
 a
nd
 n
o 
lo
ng
er
 g
oi
ng
 to
 b
e 
a 
C
ou
nt
ry
 C
lu
b 
an
d 
th
e 
la
nd
 u
se
 th
er
e 
is
 g
oi
ng
 to
 c
ha
ng
e 

si
gn
ifi
ca
nt
ly
.  
T
ha
t i
ss
ue
 w
as
 n
ot
 a
dd
re
ss
ed
 e
ve
n 
in
 p
as
si
ng
 in
 th
e 
E
nv
iro
nm

en
ta
l I
m
pa
ct
 S
ta
te
m
en
t. 
 

 T
he
y 
al
so
 u
se
 a
 p
hr
as
e 
ca
lle
d 
“e
nv
iro
nm

en
ta
l j
us
tic
e”
 a
nd
 I’
m
 n
ot
 e
xa
ct
ly
 s
ur
e 
w
ha
t t
ha
t m

ea
ns
, b
ut
 

no
w
he
re
 u
nd
er
 th
at
 h
ea
di
ng
 o
r i
n 
th
e 
do
cu
m
en
t i
ts
el
f d
o 
th
ey
 ta
lk
 a
bo
ut
 th
in
gs
 li
ke
 th
e 
im
pa
ct
 fr
om

 g
ol
f 

ba
lls
 th
at
 a
re
 g
oi
ng
 to
 b
e 
ne
xt
 to
 th
is
 fi
ve
-la
ne
 h
ig
hw
ay
.  
N
ow
 if
 y
ou
’v
e 
se
en
 B
ra
d 
pl
ay
 g
ol
f, 
yo
u 
re
al
iz
e 

th
at
 is
 a
 s
er
io
us
 is
su
e.
  T
he
y 
al
so
 re
po
rte
dl
y 
di
d 
a 
st
ud
y 
ab
ou
t n
oi
se
 in
 th
e 
E
nv
iro
nm

en
ta
l I
m
pa
ct
 

S
ta
te
m
en
t a
nd
 y
et
 th
ey
 s
ai
d 
no
is
e 
w
as
n’
t g
oi
ng
 to
 b
e 
an
 is
su
e.
  I
’ll
 te
ll 
yo
u 
th
at
 if
 y
ou
 h
av
e 
a 
fo
ur
 o
r 

fiv
e-
la
ne
 h
ig
hw
ay
 r
ig
ht
 n
ex
t t
o 
a 
go
lf 
co
ur
se
, n
oi
se
 is
 a
n 
is
su
e 
an
d 
ye
t t
he
y 
di
dn
’t 
ad
dr
es
s 
th
at
 a
t a
ll.
  

G
oi
ng
 th
ro
ug
h 
th
e 
E
nv
iro
nm

en
ta
l I
m
pa
ct
 S
ta
te
m
en
t t
he
y 
m
ad
e 
so
m
e 
re
fe
re
nc
e 
th
at
 th
ey
 a
re
 g
oi
ng
 to
 

bu
ild
 a
 b
er
m
 a
lo
ng
 th
e 
C
ou
nt
ry
 C
lu
b.
  T
he
y 
do
n’
t d
es
cr
ib
e 
w
he
re
 th
e 
be
rm
 is
 g
oi
ng
 to
 b
e 
lo
ca
te
d;
 h
ow
 

bi
g 
th
e 
be
rm
 is
 g
oi
ng
 to
 b
e;
 w
he
th
er
 o
r n
ot
  i
t i
s 
go
in
g 
to
 p
ro
te
ct
 th
e 
fa
irw
ay
; w
he
th
er
 o
r n
ot
 it
 is
 g
oi
ng
 

to
 p
ro
te
ct
 th
e 
te
e 
bo
x;
 w
ha
t t
he
 im
pa
ct
 is
 g
oi
ng
 to
 b
e;
 o
r r
ea
lly
 a
ny
 o
f t
he
 o
th
er
 is
su
es
.  
  

 A
s 
yo
u 
go
 th
ro
ug
h 
th
ei
r E
nv
iro
nm

en
ta
l I
m
pa
ct
 S
ta
te
m
en
t t
he
re
 a
re
 n
um

er
ou
s 
im
pa
ct
s 
th
ey
 h
av
en
’t 

ad
dr
es
se
d 
no
r 
ha
ve
 th
ey
 a
dd
re
ss
ed
 th
e 
m
iti
ga
tio
n 
of
 th
os
e 
im
pa
ct
s 
ei
th
er
.  
T
he
 tr
ea
tm
en
t o
r w
ha
t t
he
y 

ar
e 
go
in
g 
to
 d
o 
to
 O
ld
 H
ig
hw
ay
 9
3,
 a
cc
or
di
ng
 to
 th
ei
r p
ro
po
sa
l, 
is
 g
oi
ng
 to
 e
xi
st
 o
n 
an
y 
on
e 
of
 th
e 
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 R
e
s
p
o
n
s
e
s
 t
o
 t
h
is
 c
o
m
m
e
n
t 
c
a
n
 b
e
 f
o
u
n
d
 u
n
d
e
r 
S
u
m
m
a
ry
 

R
e
s
p
o
n
s
e
 i
s
s
u
e
 l
e
tt
e
rs
 B
, 
F
 a
n
d
 G
. 

                  *
 4
8
: 
E
n
v
ir
o
n
m
e
n
ta
l 
Ju
s
ti
c
e
 r
e
fe
rs
 t
o
 E
x
e
c
u
ti
v
e
 O
rd
e
r 
1
2
8
9
8
, 
w
h
ic
h
 

re
q
u
ir
e
s
 f
e
d
e
ra
l 
a
g
e
n
c
ie
s
 t
o
 c
o
n
s
id
e
r 
a
n
d
 a
d
d
re
s
s
 d
is
p
ro
p
o
rt
io
n
a
te
ly
 h
ig
h
 

a
n
d
 a
d
v
e
rs
e
 e
ff
e
c
ts
 o
f 
fe
d
e
ra
l 
p
ro
je
c
ts
 o
n
 t
h
e
 h
e
a
lt
h
 o
r 
e
n
v
ir
o
n
m
e
n
t 
o
f 

m
in
o
ri
ty
 a
n
d
 l
o
w
-i
n
c
o
m
e
 p
o
p
u
la
ti
o
n
s
. 
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f
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v
ir

o
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m
e

n
t
a

l 
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p
a

c
t
 
s

t
a

t
e

m
e

n
t

m
il
le

r 
c
re

e
k
 r

o
a
d

C
om

m
en

t 
#

 2
5
 (

co
n

ti
n

u
ed

) 
  al
te
rn
at
iv
es
 th
ey
 a
re
 p
ro
po
si
ng
.  
S
o 
th
e 
pr
op
os
ed
 c
on
st
ru
ct
io
n 
an
d 
ch
an
ge
s 
to
 O
ld
 H
ig
hw
ay
 9
3 
th
ey
 

en
vi
si
on
 w
ill
 h
ap
pe
n 
un
de
r a
ny
 a
lte
rn
at
iv
e 
ex
ce
pt
 th
e 
N
o-
B
ui
ld
 A
lte
rn
at
iv
e.
  N
ow
 a
n 
E
nv
iro
nm

en
ta
l 

Im
pa
ct
 S
ta
te
m
en
t b
y 
la
w
 u
nd
er
 N
E
P
A
 is
 s
up
po
se
d 
to
 p
re
se
nt
 to
 th
e 
re
vi
ew
in
g 
pu
bl
ic
 v
ar
io
us
 a
lte
rn
at
iv
es
 

th
at
 th
ey
 c
an
 r
ev
ie
w
 a
nd
 e
xa
m
in
e.
  T
he
y 
ha
ve
 p
re
se
nt
ed
 u
s 
w
ith
 d
iff
er
en
t a
lte
rn
at
iv
es
 fo
r 
so
m
e 
of
 th
es
e 

ot
he
r s
ur
fa
ce
 s
tr
ee
ts
 b
ut
 a
s 
fa
r 
as
 O
ld
 H
ig
hw
ay
 9
3 
th
ey
 h
av
e 
no
t d
on
e 
th
at
.  
I w
ou
ld
 s
ug
ge
st
 to
 y
ou
 th
at
 

is
 n
ot
 in
 c
on
fo
rm
ity
 w
ith
 th
e 
N
E
P
A
 s
ta
tu
te
 in
 te
rm
s 
of
 th
ei
r E
nv
iro
nm

en
ta
l I
m
pa
ct
 S
ta
te
m
en
t. 

 F
in
al
ly
, a
s 
m
an
y 
ha
ve
 a
lre
ad
y 
sa
id
 b
ef
or
e 
m
e,
 th
e 
im
pr
ov
em

en
ts
 to
 O
ld
 H
ig
hw
ay
 9
3 
do
n’
t h
av
e 
an
yt
hi
ng
 

to
 d
o 
w
ith
 w
ha
t i
s 
ha
pp
en
in
g 
at
 M
ill
er
 C
re
ek
.  
I t
hi
nk
 th
e 
pr
op
er
 th
in
g 
to
 d
o 
an
d 
w
ha
t I
 w
ou
ld
 u
rg
e 
th
e 

F
ed
er
al
 H
ig
hw
ay
 A
dm

in
is
tra
tio
n 
to
 d
o 
is
 to
 o
m
it 
O
ld
 H
ig
hw
ay
 9
3 
fro
m
 th
is
 p
ro
je
ct
, g
et
 th
ei
r s
ig
ht
s 
an
d 

th
ei
r m

in
d 
in
 th
e 
rig
ht
 d
ire
ct
io
n 
an
d 
do
 w
ha
t a
ll 
of
 y
ou
 h
av
e 
su
gg
es
te
d,
 w
hi
ch
 is
 le
t’s
 c
on
st
ru
ct
 a
no
th
er
 

ac
ce
ss
 ro
ad
 in
to
 M
ill
er
 C
re
ek
. 
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p
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f
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m
e
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m
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n
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c
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e
k
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o
a
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C
om

m
en

t 
#

 2
6
: 

B
il
l 
R

it
ch

ie
 

 (B
ill
 R
itc
hi
e)
 P
.O
. B
ox
 7
0,
 F
lo
re
nc
e,
 M
on
ta
na
 5
98
33
.  
M
y 
w
ife
 a
nd
 I 
ar
e 
fa
irl
y 
ne
w
 to
 th
e 
M
is
so
ul
a 
ar
ea
 a
t 

le
as
t l
iv
in
g 
he
re
.  
W
e’
ve
 c
om

e 
he
re
 e
ve
ry
 y
ea
r f
is
hi
ng
 a
nd
 d
ec
id
ed
 to
 m
ov
e 
to
 M
is
so
ul
a 
be
ca
us
e 
of
 a
ll 

th
e 
w
on
de
rf
ul
 th
in
gs
 a
nd
 th
e 
en
vi
ro
nm

en
t i
n 
th
e 
ar
ea
 a
ro
un
d 
he
re
 b
ut
 tr
af
fic
 is
n’
t o
ne
 o
f t
he
m
.  
W
he
n 

yo
u 
lo
ok
 a
t s
ou
th
 M
is
so
ul
a,
 y
ou
 s
ee
 a
 c
ity
 th
at
 h
as
 b
as
ic
al
ly
 b
ee
n 
ha
ck
ed
 to
ge
th
er
 b
y 
ex
pe
di
en
cy
.  
Y
ou
 

se
e 
al
le
ys
 th
at
 h
av
e 
be
en
 tu
rn
ed
 in
to
 r
oa
ds
 a
nd
 b
ui
ld
in
gs
 a
re
 b
ui
lt 
on
 th
em

 a
nd
 y
ou
 d
on
’t 
se
e 
th
e 
re
su
lt 

of
 a
 re
as
on
ab
le
 a
nd
 lo
gi
ca
l p
la
n.
  A
s 
th
is
 c
ity
 g
ro
w
s,
 a
nd
 it
 is
 g
ro
w
in
g 
ra
pi
dl
y 
an
d 
w
ill
 c
on
tin
ue
 to
 g
ro
w
 

ra
pi
dl
y 
fo
r t
he
 v
er
y 
re
as
on
s 
w
e 
m
ov
ed
 h
er
e,
 e
ve
ry
th
in
g 
ne
ed
s 
to
 b
e 
co
or
di
na
te
d 
in
 th
e 
flo
w
 o
f t
ra
ffi
c.
  M

y 
ob
je
ct
io
ns
 to
 w
ha
t I
 s
ee
 b
ei
ng
 d
on
e 
he
re
 is
 th
at
 it
 is
 o
ne
 m
or
e 
ba
nd
-a
id
 a
s 
ot
he
rs
 h
av
e 
sa
id
.  
I’m
 n
ot
 

go
in
g 
to
 ta
lk
 to
o 
m
uc
h 
ab
ou
t H
ig
hw
ay
 9
3 
al
th
ou
gh
 I 
am

 in
 th
e 
C
ou
nt
ry
 C
lu
b 
an
d 
im
pr
ov
em

en
ts
 a
s 
yo
u 

ca
ll 
th
em

 to
 O
ld
 H
ig
hw
ay
 9
3 
ar
e 
on
ly
 g
oi
ng
 to
 s
lo
w
 d
ow
n 
tr
af
fic
.  
O
ne
 o
f m

y 
co
nc
er
ns
 is
 th
at
 w
e 
co
m
e 
up
 

fro
m
 th
e 
B
itt
er
ro
ot
 a
nd
 w
he
n 
yo
u 
st
ar
t f
un
ne
lin
g 
th
in
gs
 w
ith
 m
or
e 
tr
af
fic
 li
gh
ts
 a
nd
 ja
m
m
in
g 
m
or
e 
st
uf
f 

in
to
 th
at
 lo
ca
tio
n 
ar
ou
nd
 th
e 
go
lf 
co
ur
se
 a
nd
 a
ro
un
d 
R
es
er
ve
, y
ou
 a
re
 g
oi
ng
 to
 h
av
e 
to
 le
ng
th
en
 th
os
e 

lig
ht
s 
an
d 
it 
is
 g
oi
ng
 to
 s
lo
w
 p
eo
pl
e 
co
m
in
g 
in
 fr
om

 th
e 
B
itt
er
ro
ot
 w
hi
ch
 is
 g
ro
w
in
g 
ra
pi
dl
y.
  I
t i
s 
m
y 

un
de
rs
ta
nd
in
g 
th
at
 th
os
e 
tr
af
fic
 c
ou
nt
s 
ha
ve
 n
ot
 b
ee
n 
in
cl
ud
ed
 in
 th
e 
st
ud
y 
an
d 
ha
ve
 n
ot
 b
ee
n 
an
al
yz
ed
 

bu
t t
he
y 
ar
e 
go
in
g 
to
 b
e 
ju
st
 a
s 
cr
iti
ca
l a
s 
th
e 
flo
w
 fr
om

 M
ill
er
 C
re
ek
 th
at
 g
oe
s 
th
ro
ug
h 
th
os
e 

in
te
rs
ec
tio
ns
 if
 n
ot
 m
or
e 
so
.  
S
o 
I b
el
ie
ve
 th
at
 if
 y
ou
 a
re
 g
oi
ng
 to
 m
ak
e 
a 
de
ci
si
on
 o
n 
th
at
 y
ou
 h
av
e 
to
 

co
ns
id
er
 a
ll 
th
e 
im
pa
ct
s 
an
d 
th
e 
im
pa
ct
s 
yo
u 
ar
e 
go
in
g 
to
 a
ffe
ct
 w
he
th
er
 th
e 
B
itt
er
ro
ot
 R
es
or
t g
oe
s 
in
 

w
ith
 2
,2
00
 n
ew
 h
om

es
.  
T
ho
se
 th
in
gs
 a
re
 n
ot
 c
on
si
de
re
d 
in
 h
er
e 
an
d 
ne
ed
 to
 b
e 
co
ns
id
er
ed
 in
 a
 lo
ng
-

te
rm
 p
la
n 
th
at
 lo
ok
s 
at
 a
 b
yp
as
s 
th
at
 w
ill
 m
ak
e 
th
e 
so
ut
h 
pa
rt 
of
 th
e 
ci
ty
 li
va
bl
e.
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 2
7
: 

G
eo

rg
e 

S
te

rn
 

 (G
eo
rg
e 
S
te
rn
) 
30
 W
ill
ow
br
oo
k 
La
ne
.  
F
or
 th
os
e 
of
 y
ou
 w
ho
 d
on
’t 
kn
ow
 it
, W

ill
ow
br
oo
k 
La
ne
 is
 in
 th
e 

R
at
tle
sn
ak
e.
  I
 n
ev
er
 th
ou
gh
t m

uc
h 
ab
ou
t l
iv
in
g 
in
 th
e 
R
at
tle
sn
ak
e 
un
til
 th
is
 p
as
t 4
th
 o
f J
ul
y 
w
he
n 

so
m
eo
ne
 in
 E
as
t M

is
so
ul
a 
se
t o
ff 
a 
fir
ew
or
k 
an
d 
st
ar
te
d 
a 
fir
e 
cr
ui
si
ng
 a
ro
un
d 
M
t. 
Ju
m
bo
.  
T
he
n 
yo
u 
st
op
 

to
 th
in
k 
th
er
e 
is
 o
nl
y 
on
e 
w
ay
 o
ut
 o
f t
he
 R
at
tle
sn
ak
e.
  I
 c
an
 p
ic
tu
re
 m
ys
el
f h
av
in
g 
a 
he
ar
t a
tta
ck
 tr
yi
ng
 to
 

sp
rin
t o
ve
r t
he
 s
ad
dl
e 
of
 M
t. 
Ju
m
bo
 b
ec
au
se
 th
at
 is
 th
e 
on
ly
 w
ay
 o
ut
.  
M
ill
er
 C
re
ek
 is
 th
e 
sa
m
e 
w
ay
 a
nd
 

th
es
e 
pe
op
le
 n
ee
d 
a 
br
id
ge
.  
T
he
y 
ne
ed
 a
 s
ec
on
d 
ac
ce
ss
. 

 I’m
 h
er
e 
pr
in
ci
pa
lly
 a
s 
a 
m
em

be
r o
f t
he
 M
is
so
ul
a 
C
ou
nt
ry
 C
lu
b.
  M

y 
co
nc
er
n 
is
 fo
r t
he
 g
ol
f c
ou
rs
e.
  I
 

sh
ar
e 
al
l t
he
 c
on
ce
rn
s 
th
e 
pe
op
le
 w
ho
 li
ve
 in
 M
ill
er
 C
re
ek
 h
av
e 
ex
pr
es
se
d 
to
ni
gh
t, 
bu
t t
he
 g
ol
f c
ou
rs
e 
is
 

m
ai
nl
y 
m
y 
co
nc
er
n 
so
 I’
m
 c
on
ce
rn
ed
 o
nl
y 
ab
ou
t t
he
 is
su
es
 re
la
tin
g 
O
ld
 H
ig
hw
ay
 9
3.
  J
us
t a
s 
M
ar
tin
 K
in
g 

sa
id
, t
hi
s 
is
 s
om

et
hi
ng
 th
at
 w
as
 s
lip
pe
d 
in
to
 th
e 
pr
og
ra
m
 a
t t
he
 la
st
 m
in
ut
e 
af
te
r 
pu
bl
ic
 c
om

m
en
t w
as
 

m
ad
e 
an
d 
th
er
e 
is
 n
ot
hi
ng
 in
 th
is
 im
pa
ct
 s
ta
te
m
en
t t
ha
t d
ea
ls
 in
 a
ny
 w
ay
, s
ha
pe
, o
r 
fo
rm
 a
bo
ut
 w
ha
t t
he
 

im
pa
ct
 to
 th
e 
C
ou
nt
y 
C
lu
b 
is
.  
T
he
y 
ar
e 
go
in
g 
to
 w
id
en
 th
is
 ro
ad
 b
y 
70
+ 
fe
et
 a
nd
 th
at
 h
as
 to
 c
om

e 
fr
om

 
so
m
ew
he
re
.  
If 
it 
do
es
n’
t c
om

e 
fr
om

 th
e 
C
ou
nt
ry
 C
lu
b 
th
en
 it
 h
as
 to
 c
om

e 
fr
om

 a
 lo
t o
f o
th
er
 b
us
in
es
se
s 

bu
t I
 h
av
e 
to
 a
ss
um

e 
so
m
e 
of
 it
 is
 c
om

in
g 
fro
m
 th
e 
C
ou
nt
ry
 C
lu
b.
  F
or
 th
os
e 
of
 y
ou
 w
ho
 h
av
en
’t 
pl
ay
ed
 

at
 th
e 
C
ou
nt
ry
 C
lu
b,
 it
 is
 a
 ti
gh
t, 
na
rr
ow
, r
el
at
iv
el
y 
sh
or
t c
ou
rs
e 
an
d 
th
er
e 
is
 n
ot
 a
 lo
t o
f s
pa
ce
.  
Y
ou
 

in
va
de
 th
e 
8t
h 
an
d 
9t
h 
ho
le
s;
 th
er
e 
is
 n
o 
pl
ac
e 
to
 p
ut
 th
e 
8t
h 
an
d 
9t
h 
ho
le
s.
  Y
ou
 w
ou
ld
 h
av
e 
to
 m
ov
e 
th
e 

w
ho
le
 c
ou
rs
e 
in
 a
no
th
er
 d
ire
ct
io
n;
 it
 is
 n
ot
 ju
st
 o
ne
 li
ttl
e 
pa
tc
h 
jo
b,
 it
’s
 th
e 
w
ho
le
 th
in
g.
  T
hi
s 
is
 n
ot
 b
ei
ng
 

co
ns
id
er
ed
 a
nd
 th
is
 is
 a
 c
rit
ic
al
 is
su
e.
  W

e 
ha
ve
 4
50
 g
ol
f m

em
be
rs
hi
ps
, w
e’
ve
 g
ot
 a
 b
un
ch
 o
f s
oc
ia
l 

m
em

be
rs
hi
ps
, c
or
po
ra
te
 m
em

be
rs
hi
ps
 a
nd
 m
os
t o
f t
ho
se
 a
re
 m
ar
rie
d 
co
up
le
s.
  W

e 
ar
e 
ta
lk
in
g 
ab
ou
t 

w
el
l o
ve
r 1
,0
00
 p
eo
pl
e.
  T
he
re
 a
re
 7
0,
00
0 
pe
op
le
 in
 M
is
so
ul
a 
so
 it
 is
 a
 s
iz
ea
bl
e 
pe
rc
en
ta
ge
 o
f t
he
 

po
pu
la
tio
n 
an
d 
I c
an
 te
ll 
yo
u 
w
e’
re
 a
ll 
ob
je
ct
in
g 
to
 th
is
 p
la
n.
 

 O
ld
 H
ig
hw
ay
 9
3 
ha
s 
no
th
in
g 
to
 d
o 
an
d 
is
 ir
re
le
va
nt
 to
 g
et
tin
g 
in
 a
nd
 o
ut
 o
f M

ill
er
 C
re
ek
.  
T
he
re
 is
 n
o 

re
as
on
 to
 b
e 
to
uc
hi
ng
 th
at
 r
oa
d.
  I
 lo
ok
 a
t y
ou
r p
ro
pa
ga
nd
a 
he
re
 a
nd
 it
 s
ay
s 
th
at
 th
e 
im
pa
ct
s 
to
 th
e 

M
is
so
ul
a 
C
ou
nt
ry
 C
lu
b 
pr
op
er
ty
 a
lo
ng
 O
ld
 H
ig
hw
ay
 9
3 
ar
e 
th
e 
sa
m
e 
w
ith
 a
ll 
th
e 
bu
ild
 a
lte
rn
at
iv
es
.  
W
el
l 

th
at
 is
 b
ec
au
se
 th
ey
 p
ut
 O
ld
 H
ig
hw
ay
 9
3 
in
to
 a
ll 
th
e 
al
te
rn
at
iv
es
; t
he
re
 is
 n
o 
al
te
rn
at
iv
e 
th
at
 d
oe
sn
’t 

in
cl
ud
e 
th
at
.  
It 
w
as
n’
t i
n 
th
er
e 
w
he
n 
th
e 
or
ig
in
al
 p
ro
po
sa
l w
en
t t
hr
ou
gh
 fo
r 
th
e 
br
id
ge
 to
 B
lu
e 
M
ou
nt
ai
n 

R
oa
d.
  I
t w
as
n’
t n
ee
de
d 
th
en
 a
nd
 it
 is
 n
ot
 n
ee
de
d 
no
w
; i
t i
s 
irr
el
ev
an
t. 
 G
o 
ba
ck
 to
 th
e 
or
ig
in
al
 p
la
n.
 

 Y
ou
 lo
ok
 a
t a
ll 
th
es
e 
do
lla
r a
lte
rn
at
iv
es
 a
nd
 if
 y
ou
 th
in
k 
I b
el
ie
ve
 th
at
 y
ou
r 
P
re
fe
rr
ed
 A
lte
rn
at
iv
e 
is
 re
al
ly
 

$3
2 
m
ill
io
n 
ch
ea
pe
r 
th
an
 th
e 
ot
he
r t
hr
ee
, y
ou
’v
e 
go
t t
o 
be
 k
id
di
ng
.  
B
ut
 I’
ll 
te
ll 
yo
u 
w
ha
t, 
yo
u 
ca
n 
ta
ke
 O
ld
 

H
ig
hw
ay
 9
3 
ou
t o
f a
ll 
th
es
e 
an
d 
th
ey
 a
re
 a
ll 
ch
ea
pe
r, 
an
d 
yo
u 
ca
n 
sa
ve
 u
s 
so
m
e 
ta
x 
do
lla
rs
. 
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s
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c
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C
om

m
en

t 
#

 2
8
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A
ll
en

 K
es

sl
er

 
 (A
lle
n 
K
es
sl
er
) 2
75
5 
A
nc
ab
id
e 
La
ne
 in
 M
is
so
ul
a 
an
d 
th
at
’s
 o
n 
th
e 
up
pe
r 
se
ct
io
n 
of
 M
ill
er
 C
re
ek
 R
oa
d.
  

A
s 
a 
ta
xp
ay
in
g 
ci
tiz
en
 I 
ap
pr
ec
ia
te
 th
e 
F
ed
er
al
 H
ig
hw
ay
 A
dm

in
is
tra
tio
n’
s 
fis
ca
l r
es
po
ns
ib
ili
ty
.  
A
t t
he
 

sa
m
e 
tim
e 
I w
an
t m

y 
ta
x 
do
lla
rs
 u
se
d 
w
is
el
y 
w
ith
 g
oo
d 
be
ne
fit
.  
A
lte
rn
at
iv
e 
5A
 d
oe
s 
no
t m

ee
t a
ny
 o
f m

y 
co
nc
er
ns
: (
1)
 It
 d
oe
sn
’t 
le
ss
en
 tr
af
fic
 lo
ad
 o
n 
M
ill
er
 C
re
ek
 R
oa
d,
 (2
) i
t d
oe
s 
no
t a
dd
re
ss
 s
in
gl
e-
ac
ce
ss
 

sa
fe
ty
 c
on
ce
rn
s,
 (
3)
 it
 in
cr
ea
se
s 
th
e 
tr
af
fic
 lo
ad
 a
t a
 p
rim

ar
y 
M
is
so
ul
a 
ac
ce
ss
 –
 H
ig
hw
ay
 9
3 
S
ou
th
 a
nd
 

M
ill
er
 C
re
ek
 R
oa
d,
 (
4)
 it
 in
cr
ea
se
s 
tr
af
fic
 lo
ad
 o
n 
H
ig
hw
ay
 9
3,
 O
ld
 H
ig
hw
ay
 9
3,
 a
nd
 R
es
er
ve
 S
tre
et
.  
I 

fe
el
 it
 is
 a
n 
en
gi
ne
er
in
g 
de
ci
si
on
 b
as
ed
 o
n 
ec
on
om

ic
s 
w
ith
 le
ss
 p
rio
rit
y 
pl
ac
ed
 o
n 
co
m
m
on
 s
en
se
, t
he
 

rig
ht
 th
in
g 
to
 d
o,
 a
nd
 m
os
t i
m
po
rt
an
tly
 th
e 
co
nc
er
ns
 a
nd
 m
yr
ia
d 
im
pa
ct
s 
to
 th
e 
re
si
de
nt
s 
of
 M
ill
er
 C
re
ek
 

R
oa
d 
an
d 
th
e 
Li
nd
a 
V
is
ta
 a
re
as
 w
ho
 w
ill
 b
e 
m
os
t d
ire
ct
ly
 a
ffe
ct
ed
.  
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f
in
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v
ir

o
n

m
e

n
t
a

l 
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p
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c
t
 
s

t
a

t
e

m
e

n
t

m
il
le

r 
c
re

e
k
 r

o
a
d

C
om

m
en

t 
#

 2
9
: 

Ja
n

et
 D

on
ah

u
e 

 (J
an
et
 D
on
ah
ue
) 9
01
 V
al
le
y 
W
in
d 
La
ne
, i
n 
th
e 
B
ig
 F
la
t, 
M
is
so
ul
a 
M
on
ta
na
.  
I u
se
d 
to
 b
e 
an
 e
le
ct
ed
 

of
fic
ia
l a
nd
 I 
al
w
ay
s 
en
jo
y 
pu
bl
ic
 c
om

m
en
t a
nd
 I 
es
pe
ci
al
ly
 e
nj
oy
 it
 n
ow
.  
I’m

 a
 m
em

be
r 
of
 th
e 
M
is
so
ul
a 

C
ou
nt
ry
 C
lu
b 
an
d 
on
e 
of
 it
s 
w
or
st
 g
ol
fe
rs
.  
T
he
re
 a
re
 a
 fe
w
 p
eo
pl
e 
ou
t t
he
re
 th
at
 c
an
 a
tte
st
 to
 th
at
.  
S
o 
if 

yo
u 
ar
e 
dr
iv
in
g 
do
w
n 
O
ld
 H
ig
hw
ay
 9
3 
yo
u 
w
on
’t 
ha
ve
 to
 w
or
ry
 a
bo
ut
 m
y 
ba
lls
 b
ei
ng
 o
ut
 in
 th
e 
hi
gh
w
ay
 

be
ca
us
e 
m
in
e 
do
n’
t g
et
 th
at
 fa
r. 
 I 
do
 h
av
e 
so
m
e 
co
nc
er
ns
 a
bo
ut
 th
e 
re
co
nf
ig
ur
at
io
n 
of
 O
ld
 H
ig
hw
ay
 9
3 

an
d 
as
 h
as
 b
ee
n 
sa
id
 b
ef
or
e 
th
e 
re
co
ns
tru
ct
io
n 
is
 in
 e
ve
ry
 a
lte
rn
at
iv
e.
  S
o 
th
er
e 
is
 n
o 
al
te
rn
at
iv
e 
fo
r u
s.
  

T
he
 n
or
th
 s
id
e 
of
 th
e 
C
ou
nt
y 
C
lu
b 
is
 p
ar
t o
f t
he
 U
ni
ve
rs
ity
 p
ro
pe
rty
, p
ar
t o
f t
he
 c
ou
nt
y 
pr
op
er
ty
, a
nd
 p
ar
t 

of
 th
e 
ci
ty
 p
ro
pe
rty
.  
I’m
 w
on
de
rin
g 
if 
th
e 
fe
de
ra
l g
ov
er
nm

en
t w
an
ts
 to
 p
ay
 fo
r m

ov
in
g 
th
e 
cl
ub
 h
ou
se
, t
he
 

pa
rk
in
g 
lo
t, 
th
e 
en
tr
an
ce
 to
 th
e 
fa
ci
lit
ie
s,
 tw
o 
ho
le
s,
 a
nd
 p
ut
 in
 tr
ee
s 
th
at
 a
re
 o
f t
he
 s
am

e 
ag
e 
th
at
 w
e 

ha
ve
 o
ut
 th
er
e 
no
w
, a
nd
 if
 y
ou
 a
re
 I 
w
ou
ld
 p
re
fe
r 
th
at
 y
ou
 ta
ke
 th
at
 m
on
ey
 a
nd
 p
ut
 in
 a
 b
rid
ge
.  

 I a
ls
o 
w
ou
ld
 li
ke
 to
 k
no
w
 h
ow
 u
si
ng
 O
ld
 9
3 
im
pr
ov
es
 th
e 
lo
ng
-t
er
m
 tr
af
fic
 fl
ow
 o
ut
 o
f M

ill
er
 C
re
ek
.  
It 

se
em

s 
lik
e 
w
e 
ar
e 
us
in
g 
a 
fr
on
ta
ge
 ro
ad
, w
hi
ch
 h
as
 tu
rn
ed
 in
to
 a
 fr
on
ta
ge
 r
oa
d,
 a
s 
an
ot
he
r p
ar
al
le
l 

hi
gh
w
ay
 to
 th
e 
ne
w
 U
.S
. 9
3.
  T
he
 C
ou
nt
ry
 C
lu
b 
ha
s 
be
en
 th
er
e 
fo
r a
lm
os
t 8
0 
ye
ar
s 
an
d 
it 
se
em

s 
to
 m
e 

th
at
 is
 p
re
tty
 h
is
to
ric
.  
 

 It 
al
so
 s
ee
m
s 
th
at
 y
ou
 a
re
 m
ak
in
g 
ac
co
m
m
od
at
io
n 
fo
r 
W
al
-M
ar
t a
nd
 th
at
 is
 v
er
y 
in
te
re
st
in
g 
to
 m
e 

be
ca
us
e 
I w
as
 o
n 
th
e 
C
ou
nt
y 
C
om

m
is
si
on
 w
he
n 
W
al
-M
ar
t w
as
 fi
rs
t d
en
ie
d 
a 
bu
ild
in
g 
pe
rm
it 
fo
r 
th
at
 

sp
ot
.  
I t
hi
nk
 C
ol
le
en
 D
ow
da
ll 
ca
n 
te
ll 
yo
u 
th
at
 th
e 
W
al
-M
ar
t f
ol
ks
 w
ai
te
d 
un
til
 I 
w
en
t o
ff 
th
e 
C
ou
nt
y 

C
om

m
is
si
on
 to
 r
es
ub
m
it 
th
e 
pl
an
 a
nd
 it
 w
as
 a
pp
ro
ve
d 
2:
1.
  T
he
y 
ha
d 
al
so
 b
ee
n 
to
 th
e 
ci
ty
 to
 e
xp
an
d 
to
 a
 

S
up
er
 W
al
-M
ar
t a
nd
 th
at
 h
as
 b
ee
n 
de
ni
ed
 a
nd
 y
et
 w
e 
ar
e 
m
ak
in
g 
ac
co
m
m
od
at
io
n 
fo
r a
 S
up
er
 W
al
-M
ar
t. 
 

T
ak
e 
th
at
 m
on
ey
 a
nd
 p
ut
 in
 a
 b
rid
ge
!  

 F
in
al
ly
 I 
fe
el
 th
at
 c
le
ar
ly
 th
is
 is
 n
ot
 a
 lo
ng
-te
rm
 a
lte
rn
at
iv
e.
  T
he
 b
rid
ge
 is
 th
e 
al
te
rn
at
iv
e 
fo
r l
on
g-
te
rm
.  
It 

fe
el
s 
lik
e 
th
e 
em

pe
ro
r 
w
ith
 h
is
 n
ew
 c
lo
th
es
, i
t’s
 g
ot
 to
 b
e 
th
er
e 
so
m
ew
he
re
, w
e 
ju
st
 c
an
’t 
se
e 
it.
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e
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fo
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s
u

m
m

a
ry

 r
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s
p

o
n

s
e
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s
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u
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om
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n
d
 R
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p
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se
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f
in

a
l 

e
n

v
ir

o
n

m
e

n
t
a

l 
im

p
a

c
t
 
s

t
a

t
e

m
e

n
t

m
il
le

r 
c
re

e
k
 r

o
a
d

C
om

m
en

t 
#

 3
0
: 

S
te

ve
 M

cC
oo

l 
 (S
te
ve

 M
cC
oo
l) 
72
15
 B
er
yl
 L
an
e,
 M
is
so
ul
a,
 M
on
ta
na
, u
p 
in
 W
oo
dl
an
d 
H
ei
gh
ts
.  
W
ha
t I
’m
 g
oi
ng
 to
 s
ay
 

pr
ob
ab
ly
 is
n’
t g
oi
ng
 to
 g
et
 m
e 
an
y 
ap
pl
au
se
.  
I’m
 n
ot
 s
pe
ak
in
g 
so
 m
uc
h 
in
 fa
vo
r o
f A
lte
rn
at
iv
e 
5A
 

be
ca
us
e 
it 
se
em

s 
pr
et
ty
 c
le
ar
 in
 li
st
en
in
g 
to
 th
e 
pe
op
le
 h
er
e 
th
at
 th
er
e 
ne
ed
s 
to
 b
e 
gr
ea
te
r c
on
si
de
ra
tio
n 

of
 th
e 
im
pa
ct
s 
fr
om

 th
at
 d
es
ig
n.
  B
ut
 I 
w
an
t t
he
 p
eo
pl
e 
he
re
 to
 u
nd
er
st
an
d 
th
at
 th
er
e 
ar
e 
ot
he
r p
eo
pl
e 

w
ho
 a
re
 o
pp
os
ed
 to
 th
e 
ot
he
r 
de
si
gn
s 
an
d 
yo
u 
ha
ve
n’
t h
ea
rd
 fr
om

 a
ny
 o
f t
ho
se
.  
I’v
e 
be
en
 to
 a
 w
ho
le
 

bu
nc
h 
of
 th
es
e 
m
ee
tin
gs
 o
n 
th
is
 p
ro
je
ct
, s
pe
ci
fic
al
ly
 o
ne
 th
at
 w
as
 h
el
d 
ov
er
 a
t T
ar
ge
t R
an
ge
 S
ch
oo
l 

se
ve
ra
l y
ea
rs
 a
go
 in
 w
hi
ch
 th
e 
au
di
en
ce
 a
pp
la
ud
ed
 fo
r 
no
t h
av
in
g 
a 
br
id
ge
, s
o 
I’m
 k
in
d 
of
 w
on
de
rin
g 

w
ha
t h
ap
pe
ne
d 
to
 e
ve
ry
bo
dy
’s
 a
tti
tu
de
s 
to
w
ar
d 
al
l o
f t
hi
s.
  I
 th
in
k 
th
os
e 
ot
he
r a
lte
rn
at
iv
es
, a
nd
 a
ll 
of
 

th
em

 a
re
 g
oi
ng
 to
 a
ffe
ct
 m
e,
 w
e 
do
n’
t w
an
t a
 r
oa
d 
ne
ar
 H
ay
es
 C
re
ek
, a
 b
rid
ge
 a
nd
 in
te
rc
ha
ng
e;
 th
at
 

w
ou
ld
 d
ra
m
at
ic
al
ly
 a
ffe
ct
 a
 lo
t o
f p
eo
pl
e.
 

 M
or
e 
im
po
rta
nt
 I 
w
ou
ld
 li
ke
 to
 s
ay
 is
 th
at
 th
is
 p
ro
bl
em

 g
oe
s 
ba
ck
 to
 d
ec
is
io
ns
 m
ad
e 
a 
lo
ng
 ti
m
e 
ag
o 

w
ith
ou
t r
ea
lly
 th
in
ki
ng
 th
em

 th
ro
ug
h.
  I
n 
te
rm
s 
of
 w
ha
t t
he
 g
en
tle
m
an
 fr
om

 F
lo
re
nc
e 
ta
lk
ed
 a
bo
ut
 

pl
an
ni
ng
 a
nd
 th
in
ki
ng
 a
bo
ut
 th
e 
fu
tu
re
.  
W
e 
ar
e 
no
t d
oi
ng
 th
at
; w
e 
ar
e 
do
in
g 
ev
er
yt
hi
ng
 in
cr
em

en
ta
lly
 

an
d 
th
en
 w
e 
en
d 
up
 w
ith
 th
es
e 
pr
ob
le
m
s.
  W

e 
ne
ed
 b
et
te
r l
ea
de
rs
hi
p 
in
 m
ak
in
g 
th
es
e 
de
ci
si
on
s 
an
d 

th
in
ki
ng
 th
em

 th
ro
ug
h.
  T
he
 s
ec
on
d 
th
in
g 
I w
an
t t
o 
sa
y 
so
m
et
hi
ng
 a
bo
ut
 th
is
 p
ro
ce
ss
 a
nd
 it
 is
 m
uc
h 

be
tte
r 
no
w
 th
an
 it
 u
se
d 
to
 b
e,
 b
ut
 it
 p
its
 o
ne
 p
ar
t o
f t
he
 c
om

m
un
ity
 a
ga
in
st
 a
no
th
er
 p
ar
t o
f t
he
 c
om

m
un
ity
 

an
d 
th
at
 is
 n
ot
 ri
gh
t. 
 W
e 
sh
ou
ld
 b
e 
w
or
ki
ng
 to
ge
th
er
 to
 s
ol
ve
 th
is
 p
ro
bl
em

 a
nd
 n
ot
 m
e 
ag
ai
ns
t y
ou
 

be
ca
us
e,
 a
s 
I s
ai
d,
 I 
ha
ve
 a
 v
er
y 
di
ffe
re
nt
 fe
el
in
g 
on
 th
is
 a
cc
es
s.
 

R
es

p
on

se
 t

o 
C

om
m

en
t 

#
 3

0
 

 R
e
s
p
o
n
s
e
s
 t
o
 t
h
is
 c
o
m
m
e
n
t 
c
a
n
 b
e
 f
o
u
n
d
 u
n
d
e
r 
S
u
m
m
a
ry
 

R
e
s
p
o
n
s
e
 i
s
s
u
e
 l
e
tt
e
rs
 A
, 
B
, 
F
, 
G
, 
H
, 
a
n
d
 O
. 

   

A
 

F
 

G
 

H
     

O
 

B
 

I 

------
: -----

& -



   
C

om
m

en
ts

 
R

es
p
on

se
s 

A
 =

 R
e

fe
re

n
c
e

 n
u

m
b

e
r 

fo
r 

s
u

m
m

a
ry

 r
e

s
p

o
n

s
e

 i
s
s

u
e
  
  

 

A
p
p
en

d
ix

 E
: 

C
om

m
en

ts
 a

n
d
 R

es
p
on

se
s 

E
-5

7
 

f
in

a
l 

e
n

v
ir

o
n

m
e
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t
a

l 
im

p
a

c
t
 
s

t
a

t
e

m
e

n
t

m
il
le

r 
c
re

e
k
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o
a
d

C
om

m
en

t 
#

 3
1
: 

C
h
ar

li
e 

B
ro

w
n

 
 (C
ha
rli
e 
B
ro
w
n)
 6
64
0 
Li
nd
a 
V
is
ta
 B
lv
d.
 in
 th
e 
M
ill
er
 C
re
ek
 a
re
a,
 u
pp
er
 M
ill
er
 C
re
ek
 s
pe
ci
fic
al
ly
.  
I w
an
t t
o 

w
el
co
m
e 
yo
u 
al
l h
er
e 
to
ni
gh
t  
be
ca
us
e 
I’v
e 
be
en
 to
 s
ev
er
al
 m
ee
tin
gs
 w
ith
 B
lu
e 
M
ou
nt
ai
n 
fo
lk
s 
an
d 
I 

w
as
n’
t s
ur
e 
I w
as
 g
oi
ng
 to
 g
et
 o
ut
 a
liv
e 
a 
fe
w
 ti
m
es
.  
I h
av
e 
se
rv
ed
 a
s 
P
re
si
de
nt
 o
f t
he
 U
pp
er
 L
in
da
 V
is
ta
 

H
om

eo
w
ne
rs
 fo
r s
ev
er
al
 y
ea
rs
 in
 th
e 
90
s 
an
d 
se
rv
ed
 o
n 
th
e 
M
ill
er
 C
re
ek
 C
om

p 
P
la
n.
  I
n 
19
95
 w
e 

st
ar
te
d 
w
ha
t w
as
 k
no
w
n 
as
 th
e 
M
ill
er
 C
re
ek
 C
om

pr
eh
en
si
ve
 P
la
n 
P
la
nn
in
g 
C
om

m
itt
ee
.  
A
ll 
th
e 

ho
m
eo
w
ne
r’s
 fr
om

 M
ill
er
 C
re
ek
 a
s 
w
el
l a
s 
en
gi
ne
er
s 
an
d 
de
ve
lo
pe
rs
, c
ity
 a
nd
 c
ou
nt
y 
of
fic
ia
ls
, t
oo
k 
pa
rt
 

in
 th
at
 s
tu
dy
 to
 d
et
er
m
in
e 
w
ha
t p
la
n 
w
ou
ld
 b
e 
im
pl
em

en
te
d 
fo
r 
M
ill
er
 C
re
ek
.  
T
ha
t p
la
n,
 a
s 
w
e 
st
ud
ie
d 
it,
 

it 
be
ca
m
e 
ve
ry
 a
pp
ar
en
t t
ha
t n
o 
m
at
te
r w
ha
t w
as
 a
pp
ro
ve
d 
th
at
 th
e 
gr
ow
th
 in
 M
ill
er
 C
re
ek
 w
as
 g
oi
ng
 to
 

be
 v
er
y,
 v
er
y 
si
gn
ifi
ca
nt
.  
A
s 
a 
re
su
lt 
of
 th
at
, w
or
ki
ng
 w
ith
 C
om

m
is
si
on
er
 B
ar
ba
ra
 E
va
ns
, w
e 
w
en
t t
o 

W
as
hi
ng
to
n 
D
.C
., 
w
hi
ch
 w
e 
do
 a
nn
ua
lly
 to
 lo
bb
y 
fo
r m

on
ey
 fo
r 
M
is
so
ul
a.
  A
fte
r t
hr
ee
 y
ea
rs
 w
e 
as
ke
d 

C
on
gr
es
s,
 s
pe
ci
fic
al
ly
 S
en
at
or
 B
ur
ns
 a
nd
 S
en
at
or
 B
au
cu
s,
 fo
r 
fu
nd
in
g 
to
 s
tu
dy
 th
e 
po
ss
ib
ili
ty
 o
f a
 b
rid
ge
 

fo
r a
no
th
er
 in
gr
es
s/
eg
re
ss
 o
ut
 o
f M

ill
er
 C
re
ek
. T
ha
t i
s 
ho
w
 th
is
 c
am

e 
ab
ou
t s
o 
al
l o
f y
ou
 k
no
w
. 

 W
he
n 
w
e 
re
ce
iv
ed
 n
ot
ifi
ca
tio
n 
th
at
 w
e 
w
er
e 
go
in
g 
to
 g
et
 th
e 
m
on
ey
 to
 s
tu
dy
 th
is
 p
ro
ce
ss
, w
e 
w
er
e 
qu
ite
 

ex
ci
te
d.
  A
nd
 a
s 
yo
u 
sa
y 
w
he
n 
C
ra
ig
 w
as
 d
oi
ng
 th
e 
pr
es
en
ta
tio
n,
 th
e 
tw
o 
pr
im
ar
y 
th
in
gs
 w
e 
lo
ok
ed
 a
t 

w
er
e 
di
ffe
re
nt
 lo
ca
tio
ns
 fo
r 
br
id
ge
s.
  D
ur
in
g 
th
at
 p
ro
ce
ss
 o
ne
 o
f t
he
 lo
ca
tio
ns
 w
as
 o
ne
 w
he
re
 th
e 
co
un
ty
 

ha
d 
ac
ce
ss
 a
ll 
th
e 
w
ay
 to
 a
n 
ol
d 
br
id
ge
 s
ite
 w
hi
ch
 jo
in
s 
B
lu
e 
M
ou
nt
ai
n.
  J
im
 W
ea
ve
r, 
w
ho
 w
as
 th
en
 th
e 

he
ad
 o
f t
he
 M
is
so
ul
a 
D
ep
ar
tm
en
t o
f T
ra
ns
po
rta
tio
n,
 th
ou
gh
t i
t w
as
 a
 g
re
at
 p
la
ce
 to
 p
ut
 th
e 
br
id
ge
 a
nd
 

w
as
 v
er
y 
su
pp
or
tiv
e 
of
 u
s 
an
d 
ou
r e
ffo
rts
 to
 g
et
 th
e 
fu
nd
in
g.
  W

ha
t h
ap
pe
ne
d 
th
en
, a
s 
th
is
 g
en
tle
m
an
 

po
in
te
d 
ou
t, 
w
as
 th
er
e 
se
em

ed
 to
 b
e 
a 
gr
ea
t d
ea
l o
f d
iv
is
iv
en
es
s 
am

on
g 
ho
m
eo
w
ne
rs
 a
nd
 th
e 
fir
st
 

m
ee
tin
g 
I a
tte
nd
ed
 I 
w
as
 a
cc
us
ed
 o
f w
rit
in
g 
th
is
 a
s 
a 
sn
ea
ky
 w
ay
 to
 g
et
 a
 b
yp
as
s 
ac
ro
ss
 M
is
so
ul
a.
  

T
ha
t’s
 n
ot
 g
oi
ng
 to
 h
ap
pe
n,
 fo
lk
s!
  T
o 
bu
ild
 a
 b
yp
as
s 
ac
ro
ss
 M
is
so
ul
a 
th
ro
ug
h 
B
lu
e 
M
ou
nt
ai
n 
R
oa
d 

w
ou
ld
 ta
ke
 m
or
e 
m
on
ey
 th
an
 th
e 
S
ta
te
 T
ra
ns
po
rt
at
io
n 
P
la
n 
ev
er
y 
ye
ar
, s
o 
pu
t i
t o
ut
 o
f y
ou
r 
m
in
d 

be
ca
us
e 
it 
is
n’
t g
oi
ng
 to
 h
ap
pe
n.
 

 S
o 
w
e 
pr
et
ty
 w
el
l w
ay
-la
ye
d 
th
at
 a
nd
 it
 w
as
n’
t e
ve
n 
on
 th
e 
C
ity
 C
ou
nt
y 
T
ra
ns
po
rta
tio
n 
P
la
n 
an
d 
th
at
 

ar
gu
m
en
t w
en
t a
w
ay
 v
er
y 
qu
ic
kl
y.
  T
he
 n
ex
t t
hi
ng
 w
e 
w
er
e 
to
ld
 is
 th
at
 it
 w
ou
ld
 h
av
e 
a 
tr
em

en
do
us
 

im
pa
ct
 o
n 
M
ill
er
 C
re
ek
 R
oa
d.
  T
he
se
 fo
lk
s 
ha
ve
 d
on
e 
th
at
 s
tu
dy
 a
nd
 it
 w
as
 a
bo
ut
 a
 th
re
e 
to
 fi
ve
 p
er
ce
nt
 

in
cr
ea
se
 in
 tr
af
fic
 o
n 
th
at
 r
oa
d.
  W

ha
t p
eo
pl
e 
w
er
e 
to
ld
 th
er
e 
by
 a
 s
el
ec
t s
m
al
l g
ro
up
 w
as
 th
at
 p
eo
pl
e 

co
m
in
g 
in
to
 to
w
n 
w
ou
ld
 s
ay
 it
 w
as
 a
 b
ea
ut
ifu
l d
ay
 in
 th
e 
m
or
ni
ng
 s
o 
th
ey
 w
ou
ld
 ta
ke
 a
 n
ar
ro
w
 s
ha
de
d 

tw
o-
la
ne
 ro
ad
 to
 a
 o
ne
-la
ne
 b
rid
ge
 a
nd
 u
p 
on
 S
ou
th
 A
ve
nu
e 
in
to
 M
is
so
ul
a.
  T
o 
te
ll 
yo
u 
ho
w
 e
xa
gg
er
at
ed
 

th
is
 a
ct
ua
lly
 g
ot
, I
 w
as
 g
et
tin
g 
ca
lls
 a
t h
om

e 
fr
om

 c
on
ce
rn
ed
 m
ot
he
rs
 w
ho
 li
ve
 o
n 
S
ou
th
 A
ve
nu
e 
sa
yi
ng
 

th
at
 y
ou
 p
eo
pl
e 
in
 M
ill
er
 C
re
ek
 a
re
 fo
rc
in
g 
tra
ffi
c 
on
 S
ou
th
 A
ve
nu
e 
an
d 
ou
r 
ch
ild
re
n 
ar
ea
 in
 d
an
ge
r 
– 
th
at
 

is
 h
ow
 e
xa
gg
er
at
ed
 th
is
 g
ot
.  
 

 U
nf
or
tu
na
te
ly
 th
ou
gh
 I 
fe
el
 th
at
 th
e 
fe
ds
 a
nd
 th
is
 p
la
nn
in
g 
pr
oc
es
s 
w
as
 s
ke
w
ed
 b
ec
au
se
 o
f t
ha
t a
tti
tu
de
.  

T
ha
t i
s 
w
hy
 I’
m
 h
er
e 
to
ni
gh
t. 
 W
e 
w
en
t f
ro
m
 tw
o 
br
id
ge
 p
ro
po
sa
ls
 a
nd
 a
n 
im
pr
ov
em

en
t o
n 
M
ill
er
 C
re
ek
 

R
oa
d 
to
 th
is
 P
re
fe
rr
ed
 A
lte
rn
at
iv
e.
  A
s 
yo
u’
ve
 h
ea
rd
, a
nd
 I’
m
 n
ot
 g
oi
ng
 to
 r
ei
te
ra
te
 w
ha
t e
ve
ry
on
e 
ha
s 

al
re
ad
y 
sa
id
 to
ni
gh
t, 
th
e 
pr
im
ar
y 
re
as
on
 th
at
 I 
w
ro
te
 th
is
 a
nd
 th
at
 a
ll 
th
e 
pe
op
le
 in
 M
ill
er
 C
re
ek
 w
an
te
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m
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n
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c
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e
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o
a
d

C
om

m
en

t 
#

 3
1
 (

co
n

ti
n

u
ed

) 
  th
is
 w
as
 a
 s
af
et
y 
is
su
e.
  I
 ju
st
 w
an
t t
o 
qu
ot
e 
to
 y
ou
 s
om

et
hi
ng
 fr
om

 th
e 
st
ud
y 
th
at
 w
as
 in
 th
e 
pa
pe
r, 

“a
dd
iti
on
al
ly
 th
e 
pr
op
os
al
 to
 m
ak
e 
im
pr
ov
em

en
ts
 o
n 
M
ill
er
 C
re
ek
 is
 th
e 
le
as
t e
nv
iro
nm

en
ta
l, 
so
ci
al
, a
nd
 

th
e 
le
as
t i
m
pa
ct
s 
on
 th
e 
po
pu
la
tio
n.
”  
La
di
es
 a
nd
 g
en
tle
m
en
, i
f E
nv
iro
nm

en
ta
l I
m
pa
ct
s 
ar
en
’t 
de
si
gn
ed
 

fo
r h
um

an
 b
ei
ng
s,
 I 
w
an
t t
o 
kn
ow
 w
ha
t t
he
y 
ar
e 
de
si
gn
ed
 fo
r.
  T
hi
s 
is
 g
oi
ng
 to
 h
av
e 
a 
tre
m
en
do
us
 

im
pa
ct
 o
n 
M
ill
er
 C
re
ek
 a
nd
 th
e 
re
si
de
nt
s 
w
ho
 li
ve
 th
er
e.
  I
 w
ou
ld
 e
nc
ou
ra
ge
 y
ou
 to
 c
al
l, 
w
rit
e 
yo
ur
 

se
na
to
rs
 a
nd
 c
on
gr
es
sm
an
 a
nd
 te
ll 
th
em

 th
at
 y
ou
 w
an
t a
 b
rid
ge
 a
t M

ill
er
 C
re
ek
 a
nd
 th
at
 y
ou
 w
an
t t
hi
s 

re
-s
tu
di
ed
.  
A
nd
 a
s 
yo
u 
ca
n 
se
e 
w
e’
ve
 a
ll 
be
en
 ig
no
re
d.
  T
hi
s 
al
te
rn
at
iv
e 
is
 n
ot
 s
om

et
hi
ng
 th
e 
pe
op
le
 

fro
m
 M
ill
er
 C
re
ek
 e
ve
r w
an
te
d.
  S
o 
al
l I
 c
an
 te
ll 
yo
u 
is
 to
 c
al
l y
ou
r c
on
gr
es
sm

an
 a
nd
 y
ou
r s
en
at
or
s 
an
d 

te
ll 
th
em

 th
at
 y
ou
 a
re
 re
al
ly
 o
ut
ra
ge
d 
th
at
 th
is
 is
 th
e 
P
re
fe
rr
ed
 A
lte
rn
at
iv
e.
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c
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 r
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n
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p
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f
in

a
l 

e
n

v
ir

o
n

m
e

n
t
a

l 
im

p
a

c
t
 
s

t
a

t
e

m
e

n
t

m
il
le

r 
c
re

e
k
 r

o
a
d

C
om

m
en

t 
#

 3
2
: 

S
u
e 

O
’N

ei
l 

 (S
ue
 O
’N
ei
l) 
26
05
 W
ill
ow
 W
oo
d 
C
ou
rt
, w
hi
ch
 is
 o
n 
th
e 
co
rn
er
 o
f G
ha
rr
et
t a
nd
 W
ill
ow
 W
oo
d.
  I
’m
 u
su
al
ly
 

on
e 
of
 th
e 
si
le
nt
 m
aj
or
ity
, t
he
 o
ne
s 
th
at
 le
t s
om

eb
od
y 
el
se
 d
o 
yo
ur
 ta
lk
in
g 
an
d 
do
n’
t h
av
e 
to
 s
pe
ak
.  
B
ut
 

in
 th
is
 c
as
e 
I’m
 g
oi
ng
 to
 s
pe
ak
 o
ut
 a
nd
 it
 re
al
ly
 is
 o
n 
tw
o 
ar
ea
s 
th
at
 c
on
ce
rn
 m
e.
  I
’m
 a
 g
ol
fe
r;
 m
y 

hu
sb
an
d 
an
d 
I b
el
on
g 
to
 th
e 
M
is
so
ul
a 
C
ou
nt
ry
 C
lu
b 
an
d 
it 
is
 g
oi
ng
 to
 h
av
e 
a 
gr
ea
t i
m
pa
ct
 o
n 
th
at
 c
lu
b.
  

B
ut
 a
ga
in
 th
e 
pl
an
 w
he
n 
th
is
 s
ta
rte
d 
w
as
 to
 g
et
 a
 s
ec
on
d 
ac
ce
ss
 o
ut
 o
f M

ill
er
 C
re
ek
 a
nd
 th
is
 is
n’
t d
oi
ng
 

it.
  I
t d
oe
sn
’t 
ad
dr
es
s 
ho
w
 it
 is
 g
oi
ng
 to
 a
ffe
ct
 th
e 
bu
si
ne
ss
es
, a
nd
 s
pe
ci
fic
al
ly
 I’
m
 c
on
ce
rn
ed
 a
bo
ut
 th
e 

C
ou
nt
ry
 C
lu
b 
be
ca
us
e 
th
at
 is
 w
he
re
 w
e 
sp
en
d 
a 
lo
t o
f t
im
e.
  Y
ou
’v
e 
he
ar
d 
to
ni
gh
t f
ro
m
 lo
ts
 o
f p
eo
pl
e 

fro
m
 th
e 
C
ou
nt
ry
 C
lu
b 
w
ho
 a
re
 s
pe
ak
in
g 
on
 th
is
 –
 th
e 
sa
fe
ty
 is
su
es
, t
he
 a
cc
es
s,
 th
e 
co
ns
ta
nt
 …
 w
ha
t I
 

th
in
k 
th
ey
 w
ill
 h
av
e 
to
 d
o 
is
 to
 m
ov
e 
th
e 
en
tr
an
ce
 to
 th
e 
cl
ub
 b
ec
au
se
 o
f t
he
 s
af
et
y 
is
su
es
 a
nd
 th
e 

ac
ce
ss
 is
su
es
. 

 T
he
 o
ne
 th
in
g 
I h
ad
n’
t c
on
si
de
re
d 
un
til
 I 
ca
m
e 
he
re
 w
as
 W
al
-M
ar
t. 
 W
e 
ar
e 
ve
ry
 c
lo
se
 to
 W
al
-M
ar
t. 
 

W
he
n 
th
e 
tr
af
fic
 h
as
 to
 g
o 
ba
ck
 u
p 
M
ill
er
 C
re
ek
 to
 B
rig
gs
 b
y 
th
e 
sc
ho
ol
 a
nd
 y
ou
’v
e 
he
ar
d 
th
e 
co
nc
er
ns
 

ab
ou
t g
oi
ng
 b
y 
th
e 
sc
ho
ol
, t
he
n 
th
at
 tr
af
fic
 is
 g
oi
ng
 to
 g
o 
ov
er
 to
 G
ha
rr
et
t w
hi
ch
 is
 a
lre
ad
y 
ve
ry
 b
us
y 
an
d 

w
e’
ve
 h
ea
rd
 n
ot
hi
ng
 a
bo
ut
 w
ha
t t
he
 im

pa
ct
s 
w
ill
 b
e 
on
 e
ith
er
 B
rig
gs
 o
r G

ha
rr
et
t, 
an
d 
th
en
 b
ac
k 
do
w
n 

on
to
 3
9t
h 
an
d 
w
e 
ha
ve
n’
t h
ea
rd
 w
ha
t k
in
d 
of
 im
pa
ct
 th
at
 w
ill
 h
av
e 
on
 G
ha
rr
et
t o
r 3
9t
h.
  R
ig
ht
 n
ow
 I’
m
 a
 

lit
tle
 c
on
ce
rn
ed
 if
 W
al
-M
ar
t d
oe
sn
’t 
pu
t i
n 
a 
ne
w
 e
nt
ra
nc
e 
on
 B
rig
gs
 th
at
 th
ey
 a
re
 g
oi
ng
 to
 p
un
ch
 a
 h
ol
e 

at
 th
e 
en
d 
of
 o
ur
 o
ne
 s
tre
et
 c
ul
-d
e-
sa
c 
to
 g
et
 a
no
th
er
 a
cc
es
s 
in
to
 W
al
-M
ar
t a
nd
 n
on
e 
of
 th
is
 is
 b
ei
ng
 

ad
dr
es
se
d 
on
 h
ow
 th
at
 w
ill
 a
ffe
ct
 th
is
.  
I d
o 
no
t t
hi
nk
 th
at
 th
is
 h
as
 b
ee
n 
st
ud
ie
d 
su
ffi
ci
en
tly
; i
t i
s 
go
in
g 
to
 

im
pa
ct
 u
s 
in
 th
e 
ne
ig
hb
or
ho
od
 a
nd
 I 
do
n’
t t
hi
nk
 p
eo
pl
e 
ar
e 
aw
ar
e 
of
 th
at
.  
S
o 
as
 p
ar
t o
f t
he
 s
ile
nt
 

m
aj
or
ity
, t
on
ig
ht
 I’
m
 s
pe
ak
in
g 
up
 a
nd
 th
an
k 
yo
u 
fo
r 
th
e 
op
po
rtu
ni
ty
. 

R
es

p
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se
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C

om
m
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#
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 l
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E
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f
in

a
l 

e
n

v
ir

o
n

m
e

n
t
a

l 
im

p
a

c
t
 
s

t
a

t
e

m
e

n
t

m
il
le

r 
c
re

e
k
 r

o
a
d

C
om

m
en

t 
#

 3
3
: 

P
au

l 
M

ar
sh

al
l 

 
(P
au
l M
ar
sh
al
l) 
15
80
 C
re
st
 H
av
en
. T
o 
be
 c
le
ar
 I 
op
po
se
 a
ny
 im
pr
ov
em

en
t o
n 
O
ld
 H
ig
hw
ay
 9
3 
an
d 

th
e 
pr
oc
es
s 
in
 g
en
er
al
.  
I a
m
 th
e 
A
ss
is
ta
nt
 M
an
ag
er
 a
t M

is
so
ul
a 
C
ou
nt
ry
 C
lu
b 
an
d 
I w
an
t t
o 
ge
t o
n 

th
e 
re
co
rd
 a
 c
ou
pl
e 
of
 th
in
gs
 a
bo
ut
 th
e 
C
ou
nt
ry
 C
lu
b 
be
ca
us
e 
I f
ea
r t
ha
t p
eo
pl
e 
m
ak
in
g 
de
ci
si
on
s 
w
ill
 

w
al
k 
aw
ay
 th
in
ki
ng
 it
’s
 ju
st
 a
 C
ou
nt
ry
 C
lu
b;
 it
’s
 a
 b
un
ch
 o
f r
ic
h 
sp
oi
le
d 
pe
op
le
 a
nd
 th
at
 is
 n
ot
 th
e 

ca
se
.  
I c
an
 te
ll 
yo
u 
rig
ht
 n
ow
 fo
r 
a 
fa
ct
 th
at
 th
e 
M
is
so
ul
a 
C
ou
nt
ry
 C
lu
b 
is
 v
er
y 
fa
m
ily
 o
rie
nt
ed
.  

P
eo
pl
e 
jo
in
 th
e 
M
is
so
ul
a 
C
ou
nt
ry
 C
lu
b 
be
ca
us
e 
it 
is
 a
 p
la
ce
 to
 b
rin
g 
th
ei
r c
hi
ld
re
n;
 w
e 
ha
ve
 a
 p
oo
l 

an
d 
w
e 
ha
ve
 o
ne
 th
e 
fin
es
t t
ea
ch
 g
ol
f p
ro
fe
ss
io
na
ls
 in
 th
e 
st
at
e 
in
 S
ki
p 
K
op
riv
ik
a;
 th
ei
r k
id
s 
le
ar
n 

ho
w
 to
 p
la
y 
go
lf 
th
er
e 
an
d 
th
ey
 s
pe
nd
 ti
m
e 
th
er
e 
as
 a
 fa
m
ily
.  
 

 S
ec
on
dl
y,
 I 
w
ou
ld
 li
ke
 to
 p
oi
nt
 o
ut
 th
at
 th
e 
C
ou
nt
ry
 C
lu
b 
is
 v
er
y 
bl
ue
 c
ol
la
r; 
yo
u 
ca
n 
al
w
ay
s 
ge
t o
n 
th
e 

co
ur
se
.  
T
he
 r
ea
so
n 
is
 b
ec
au
se
 w
e 
al
l w
or
k.
  T
he
 m
em

be
rs
 a
t t
he
 M
is
so
ul
a 
C
ou
nt
ry
 C
lu
b 
w
or
k 
an
d 

be
ca
us
e 
of
 th
at
 th
er
e 
is
 a
lw
ay
s 
a 
te
e 
tim
e 
av
ai
la
bl
e 
an
d 
th
at
 is
 w
hy
 p
eo
pl
e 
lik
e 
it.
  T
he
se
 a
re
 w
or
ki
ng
 

fa
m
ili
es
; t
he
y 
ar
e 
no
t c
hi
ld
re
n 
of
 p
riv
ile
ge
, t
he
y 
ar
e 
pe
op
le
 w
ho
 h
av
e 
ch
os
en
 to
 in
ve
st
 s
om

e 
di
sp
os
ab
le
 in
co
m
e 
in
to
 th
ei
r f
am

ily
 li
fe
-s
ty
le
 a
nd
 th
ei
r s
oc
ia
l c
om

m
un
iti
es
.  
A
ls
o,
 a
s 
S
ki
p 
po
in
te
d 
ou
t 

ea
rli
er
, t
he
 C
ou
nt
ry
 C
lu
b 
do
es
 a
 tr
em

en
do
us
 a
m
ou
nt
 o
f w
or
k 
w
ith
in
 th
e 
co
m
m
un
ity
.  
It 
is
 a
 p
la
ce
 

w
he
re
 p
eo
pl
e 
co
m
e 
to
 b
e 
pa
rt 
of
 th
e 
co
m
m
un
ity
.  
It 
is
 a
 p
riv
at
e 
co
un
tr
y 
cl
ub
 b
ut
 it
 d
oe
sn
’t 
fe
el
 th
at
 

w
ay
; w
e 
ha
ve
 a
 lo
t o
f p
ub
lic
 e
ve
nt
s 
th
er
e 
an
d 
a 
lo
t o
f p
ub
lic
 g
at
he
rin
gs
.  
 

  T
he
n 
la
st
ly
 o
ne
 o
f t
he
 th
in
gs
 I 
w
an
t t
o 
po
in
t o
ut
 is
 th
at
 th
e 
C
ou
nt
ry
 C
lu
b 
is
 a
 v
er
y 
go
od
 e
m
pl
oy
er
.  

D
ur
in
g 
th
e 
su
m
m
er
 w
e 
ha
ve
 p
ro
ba
bl
y 
ei
gh
ty
 fu
ll-
tim
e 
eq
ui
va
le
nt
s 
w
or
ki
ng
 th
er
e 
an
d 
w
e 
pr
ov
id
e 
go
od
 

be
ne
fit
s 
as
 is
 re
pr
es
en
te
d 
by
 o
ur
 v
er
y 
lo
w
 tu
rn
ov
er
.  
I r
ea
lly
 th
in
k 
th
at
 th
e 
al
te
rn
at
iv
e 
yo
u 
ha
ve
 

im
pa
ct
in
g 
th
e 
in
gr
es
s 
an
d 
eg
re
ss
 c
ou
ld
 s
ub
st
an
tia
lly
 a
ffe
ct
 th
e 
C
ou
nt
ry
 C
lu
b 
to
 th
e 
po
in
t w
he
re
 it
 

m
ig
ht
 n
ot
 b
e 
a 
vi
ab
le
 e
nt
ity
 a
nd
 th
e 
cl
ub
 w
ill
 b
e 
at
 ri
sk
 o
r 
at
 le
as
t t
he
re
 w
ou
ld
 b
e 
a 
se
ve
re
 im
pa
ct
. 

 T
he
 la
st
 th
in
g 
I w
an
t t
o 
po
in
t o
ut
 is
 th
at
 I 
do
n’
t t
hi
nk
 y
ou
r m

iti
ga
tio
n 
do
lla
rs
 y
ou
’v
e 
pu
t f
or
th
 fo
r 
th
e 

im
pa
ct
 is
 a
ny
w
he
re
 n
ea
r e
no
ug
h;
 I 
th
in
k 
yo
u 
ar
e 
of
f b
y 
te
n.
  T
ha
nk
 y
ou
. 
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 R
e
s
p
o
n
s
e
s
 t
o
 t
h
is
 c
o
m
m
e
n
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c
a
n
 b
e
 f
o
u
n
d
 u
n
d
e
r 
S
u
m
m
a
ry
 

R
e
s
p
o
n
s
e
 i
s
s
u
e
 l
e
tt
e
rs
 B
, 
F
, 
a
n
d
 G
. 

                   *
 4
9
: 
T
h
e
 m

it
ig
a
ti
o
n
 r
e
q
u
ir
e
d
 f
o
r 
e
a
c
h
 o
f 
th
e
 b
u
il
d
 a
lt
e
rn
a
ti
v
e
s
 i
s
 

d
e
s
c
ri
b
e
d
 i
n
 C
h
a
p
te
r 
4
 o
n
 t
h
e
 F
E
IS
. 
 I
t 
is
 n
o
t 
c
le
a
r 
w
h
a
t 
m
it
ig
a
ti
o
n
 d
o
ll
a
rs
 

y
o
u
 a
re
 r
e
fe
rr
in
g
 t
o
. 
 H
o
w
e
v
e
r,
 i
n
 t
h
e
 A
u
g
u
s
t 
2
0
0
6
 A
lt
e
rn
a
ti
v
e
s
 

M
e
m
o
ra
n
d
u
m
, 
c
o
n
c
e
p
tu
a
l 
c
o
s
ts
 f
o
r 
n
o
is
e
 a
n
d
 e
n
v
ir
o
n
m
e
n
ta
l 
m
it
ig
a
ti
o
n
 

h
a
v
e
 b
e
e
n
 i
n
c
lu
d
e
d
. 
 T
h
e
s
e
 c
o
s
t 
e
s
ti
m
a
te
s
 a
re
 a
p
p
ro
p
ri
a
te
 f
o
r 
th
e
 

m
it
ig
a
ti
o
n
 d
e
s
c
ri
b
e
d
 i
n
 t
h
e
 F
E
IS
. 
 H
o
w
e
v
e
r,
 c
o
s
ts
 m

a
y
 i
n
c
re
a
s
e
 a
s
 f
in
a
l 

d
e
s
ig
n
 a
n
d
 p
ro
je
c
t 
p
e
rm

it
ti
n
g
 o
c
c
u
r.
  
S
in
c
e
 t
h
e
 p
re
fe
rr
e
d
 a
lt
e
rn
a
ti
v
e
 d
o
e
s
 

n
o
t 
in
c
lu
d
e
 a
 n
e
w
 b
ri
d
g
e
 c
ro
s
s
in
g
 a
n
d
 t
h
e
 a
s
s
o
c
ia
te
d
 p
e
rm

it
ti
n
g
, 

m
it
ig
a
ti
o
n
 c
o
s
ts
 w
il
l 
b
e
 r
e
la
ti
v
e
ly
 l
o
w
 f
o
r 
A
lt
e
rn
a
ti
v
e
 5
A
, 
th
e
 P
re
fe
rr
e
d
 

A
lt
e
rn
a
ti
v
e
. 
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 a

n
d
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E
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f
in

a
l 

e
n

v
ir

o
n

m
e

n
t
a

l 
im

p
a

c
t
 
s

t
a

t
e

m
e

n
t

m
il
le

r 
c
re

e
k
 r

o
a
d

C
om

m
en

t 
#

 3
4
: 

T
om

 R
u
ss

el
l 

 
(T
om

 R
us
se
ll)
 P
.O
. B
ox
 1
01
8,
 L
ol
o,
 M
on
ta
na
.  
I’m

 th
e 
co
ur
se
 s
up
er
in
te
nd
en
t o
f t
he
 

M
is
so
ul
a 
C
ou
nt
ry
 C
lu
b 
so
 o
bv
io
us
ly
 I’
m
 n
ea
r 
al
l t
he
 th
ou
gh
ts
 o
f e
ve
ry
on
e 
el
se
 th
at
 h
as
 

sp
ok
en
 o
n 
be
ha
lf 
of
 th
e 
C
ou
nt
ry
 C
lu
b.
  I
 w
an
te
d 
to
 d
is
cu
ss
 a
 li
ttl
e 
bi
t a
ga
in
 o
n 
th
e 
O
ld
 9
3 

pr
op
os
iti
on
.  
M
y 
co
nc
er
n 
is
 th
at
 th
er
e 
is
 a
n 
ea
si
er
 a
lte
rn
at
iv
e;
 b
as
ic
al
ly
 th
is
 g
iv
es
 u
s 
on
e 

m
or
e 
no
rt
h 
bo
un
d 
la
ne
.  
Ju
st
 lo
ok
in
g 
at
 it
, i
f t
he
y 
w
ou
ld
 p
ut
 in
 a
 c
on
tin
uo
us
 r
ig
ht
-t
ur
n 
la
ne
 

al
on
g 
si
de
 W
al
-M
ar
t, 
th
e 
tr
af
fic
 fl
ow
s 
al
l t
he
 ti
m
e 
ou
t o
f M

ill
er
 C
re
ek
.  
W
e 
al
re
ad
y 
ha
ve
 

th
e 
w
id
es
t r
oa
d 
in
 M
on
ta
na
 w
ith
 9
3,
 r
ep
ai
nt
 it
 a
nd
 it
 h
as
 a
no
th
er
 la
ne
 h
ea
di
ng
 to
w
ar
d 

B
ro
ok
s 
an
d 
yo
u’
ve
 k
in
d 
of
 s
ol
ve
d 
th
e 
sa
m
e 
th
in
g 
w
ith
ou
t a
ny
 c
on
st
ru
ct
io
n.
  S
o 
ra
th
er
 

th
an
 r
eb
ui
ld
 a
 r
oa
d 
th
at
 a
ffe
ct
s 
th
e 
go
lf 
co
ur
se
 a
nd
 a
ll 
th
e 
ot
he
r 
bu
si
ne
ss
es
 p
ut
 in
 a
 

co
nt
in
uo
us
 r
ig
ht
-h
an
d 
la
ne
 a
nd
 it
 is
 a
 b
et
te
r 
st
op
-g
ap
 th
an
 th
e 
on
e 
w
e 
ar
e 
ta
lk
in
g 
ab
ou
t 

rig
ht
 n
ow
.  
W
e 
ar
e 
al
l p
ro
ba
bl
y 
in
 a
gr
ee
m
en
t t
ha
t t
hi
s 
is
 a
 s
to
p-
ga
p.
  B
ut
 th
is
 o
ne
 

el
im
in
at
es
 o
ne
 li
gh
t a
nd
 th
e 
tw
o 
lig
ht
s 
th
at
 a
re
 c
lo
se
 to
ge
th
er
 o
n 
R
es
er
ve
 in
 th
e 
po
te
nt
ia
l 

de
ad
 s
pa
ce
.  
Y
ou
 a
lre
ad
y 
ha
ve
 a
 d
ou
bl
e-
tu
rn
 la
ne
 th
er
e 
an
d 
if 
yo
u 
ca
n 
pu
ll 
ou
t o
f M

ill
er
 

C
re
ek
 d
ire
ct
ly
 to
 th
at
, I
 th
in
k 
yo
u 
w
ou
ld
 s
ol
ve
 s
om

e 
of
 th
e 
pr
ob
le
m
 a
ny
w
ay
.  
T
ha
nk
 y
ou
. 

R
es

p
on

se
 t

o 
C

om
m

en
t 

#
 3

4
 

 R
e
s
p
o
n
s
e
s
 t
o
 t
h
is
 c
o
m
m
e
n
t 
c
a
n
 b
e
 f
o
u
n
d
 u
n
d
e
r 
S
u
m
m
a
ry
 

R
e
s
p
o
n
s
e
 i
s
s
u
e
 l
e
tt
e
rs
 F
 a
n
d
 G
. 

    *
 5
0
: 
T
h
is
 i
s
 n
o
t 
a
 r
e
c
o
m
m
e
n
d
e
d
 c
o
u
rs
e
 o
f 
a
c
ti
o
n
. 
A
lt
h
o
u
g
h
 t
h
e
 a
d
d
it
io
n
a
l 

la
n
e
 w
o
u
ld
 a
d
d
 c
a
p
a
c
it
y
 i
n
 t
h
e
 n
o
rt
h
b
o
u
n
d
 d
ir
e
c
ti
o
n
, 
th
is
 l
a
n
e
 w
o
u
ld
 h
a
v
e
 

to
 e
n
d
 s
o
m
e
w
h
e
re
, 
li
k
e
ly
 j
u
s
t 
e
a
s
t 
o
f 
R
e
s
e
rv
e
 S
tr
e
e
t.
 W

h
e
n
 t
h
e
 l
a
n
e
 e
n
d
s
, 

tr
a
ff
ic
 w
il
l 
m
e
rg
e
 c
a
u
s
in
g
 a
n
 a
d
d
it
io
n
a
l 
b
a
c
k
 u
p
 p
o
in
t.
 A
d
d
it
io
n
a
ll
y
, 
it
 d
o
e
s
 

n
o
t 
p
ro
v
id
e
 a
n
o
th
e
r 
ro
u
te
 f
o
r 
tr
a
ff
ic
 t
o
 u
s
e
 d
u
ri
n
g
 t
h
e
 P
M
 p
e
a
k
 p
e
ri
o
d
 

w
h
ic
h
 c
a
u
s
e
s
 e
v
e
ry
 v
e
h
ic
le
 t
o
 p
ro
c
e
e
d
 t
h
ro
u
g
h
 t
h
e
 R
e
s
e
rv
e
 S
tr
e
e
t/
U
S
 9
3
 

in
te
rs
e
c
ti
o
n
. 
T
h
e
 R
e
s
e
rv
e
 S
tr
e
e
t/
U
S
 9
3
 i
n
te
rs
e
c
ti
o
n
 d
o
e
s
 n
o
t 
h
a
v
e
 t
h
e
 

c
a
p
a
c
it
y
 t
o
 a
c
c
o
m
m
o
d
a
te
 t
h
is
 t
ra
ff
ic
. 
If
 t
h
e
 s
y
s
te
m
 i
s
 n
o
t 
s
p
li
t,
 u
s
in
g
 b
o
th
 

O
ld
 9
3
 a
n
d
 U
S
 9
3
, 
it
 w
il
l 
re
s
u
lt
 i
n
 s
a
tu
ra
te
d
 c
o
n
d
it
io
n
s
 t
h
ro
u
g
h
o
u
t 
th
e
 

s
tu
d
y
 a
re
a
 a
n
d
 o
p
e
ra
ti
o
n
a
l 
fa
il
u
re
. 
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G
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C

om
m

en
ts

 
R

es
p
on

se
s 

A
 =

 R
e

fe
re

n
c
e

 n
u

m
b

e
r 

fo
r 

s
u

m
m

a
ry

 r
e

s
p

o
n

s
e

 i
s
s

u
e
  
  

 

A
p
p
en

d
ix

 E
: 

C
om

m
en

ts
 a

n
d
 R

es
p
on

se
s 

E
-6

2
 

f
in

a
l 

e
n

v
ir

o
n

m
e

n
t
a

l 
im

p
a

c
t
 
s

t
a

t
e

m
e

n
t

m
il
le

r 
c
re

e
k
 r

o
a
d

C
om

m
en

t 
#

 3
5
: 

B
ob

 K
n

ap
p
 

 (B
ob
 K
na
pp
) 
42
90
 W
ild
 F
ox
 u
p 
in
 th
e 
R
at
tle
sn
ak
e.
  S
o 
I’m
 q
ui
te
 s
en
si
tiv
e 
to
 th
e 
si
ng
le
-la
ne
 o
r s
in
gl
e-
w
ay
 

ou
t. 
 T
ha
t i
s 
so
m
et
hi
ng
 w
e 
ar
e 
al
w
ay
s 
co
nc
er
ne
d 
ab
ou
t. 
 I 
ag
re
e 
to
ta
lly
 th
e 
pu
rp
os
e 
of
 th
e 
m
on
ey
 th
at
 

w
en
t i
nt
o 
th
is
 w
ho
le
 th
in
g 
fr
om

 th
e 
ge
t-g
o 
is
 n
ot
 b
ei
ng
 m
et
. S
o 
I’m
 v
er
y 
op
po
se
d 
to
 a
ny
th
in
g 
th
at
 d
oe
s 

no
t i
nc
lu
de
 a
 b
rid
ge
 o
ve
r t
he
 B
itt
er
ro
ot
.  
W
ha
t t
hi
s 
pl
an
 d
oe
s,
 th
is
 5
A
, i
s 
m
ak
es
 th
e 
tra
ffi
c 
co
m
in
g 
in
to
 

M
ill
er
 C
re
ek
 w
or
se
.  
W
e 
ha
ve
 a
 lo
t o
f t
ra
ffi
c 
in
 a
nd
 o
ut
 o
f t
he
 c
lu
b.
  W

e 
ha
ve
 4
50
 p
la
yi
ng
 m
em

be
rs
, w
e 

ha
ve
 p
ro
ba
bl
y 
50
 s
oc
ia
l m
em

be
rs
 w
ho
 a
re
 a
ll 
fa
m
ili
es
 w
ith
 li
ttl
e 
ki
ds
 th
at
 c
om

e 
to
 u
se
 th
e 
po
ol
 in
 th
e 

su
m
m
er
, w
e 
ha
ve
 to
ur
na
m
en
ts
 th
at
 b
rin
g 
in
 1
00
 to
 2
00
 p
eo
pl
e,
 a
nd
 a
t t
he
 s
am

e 
tim
e 
on
e 
da
y 
th
is
 

su
m
m
er
 N
ei
l w
as
 a
bl
e 
to
 a
ls
o 
sa
nd
w
ic
h 
in
 a
 v
er
y 
la
rg
e 
w
ed
di
ng
 o
f 2
40
 p
eo
pl
e 
– 
th
at
’s
 a
 lo
t o
f t
ra
ffi
c.
  O
n 

to
p 
of
 th
at
 w
e 
ha
ve
 5
0 
em

pl
oy
ee
s 
an
d 
w
e 
ha
ve
 a
 d
el
iv
er
y 
tr
uc
k 
fro
m
 C
is
co
 b
rin
gi
ng
 in
 fo
od
.  
It 
is
 a
 s
m
al
l 

tra
ct
or
 tr
ai
le
r 
an
d 
he
 c
om

es
 in
 a
nd
 o
ut
 e
ve
ry
 d
ay
 a
nd
 w
e 
ha
ve
 th
e 
be
er
 tr
uc
k 
th
at
 c
om

es
 in
 e
ve
ry
 d
ay
; 

w
e 
dr
in
k 
a 
lo
t o
f b
ee
r o
ut
 th
er
e.
  T
he
re
 is
 lo
ts
 o
f t
ra
ffi
c 
in
 a
nd
 o
ut
.  
I w
ou
ld
 n
ot
 li
ke
 to
 s
ee
 a
ny
 o
f o
ur
 

m
em

be
rs
 a
nd
 c
er
ta
in
ly
 n
ot
 th
e 
tru
ck
s 
ex
it 
in
to
 3
0,
00
0 
ca
rs
 p
er
 d
ay
 a
nd
 m
ak
e 
a 
le
ft 
tu
rn
 le
av
in
g 
th
e 
cl
ub
 

to
 g
o 
ea
st
 o
n 
93
.  
T
he
y 
w
ou
ld
 h
av
e 
to
 b
e 
nu
ts
 a
nd
 th
ey
 w
ou
ld
 ti
e 
up
 tr
af
fic
 b
ec
au
se
 th
ey
 a
re
 ju
st
 s
lo
w
 

ge
tti
ng
 o
ut
.  
S
o 
th
ey
 h
av
e 
to
 m
ak
e 
a 
rig
ht
 tu
rn
 to
 b
e 
pr
ac
tic
al
.  
T
he
y 
ca
n’
t t
ur
n 
le
ft 
an
d 
go
 u
p 
in
 M
is
so
ul
a.
  

N
o.
  T
he
y 
w
ou
ld
 g
o 
in
to
 M
ill
er
 C
re
ek
 a
nd
 tu
rn
 le
ft 
on
 B
rig
gs
 a
nd
 g
o 
pa
st
 th
e 
sc
ho
ol
 w
ith
 a
 lo
t o
f s
m
al
l 

ch
ild
re
n 
an
d 
yo
u’
re
 b
rin
gi
ng
 a
ll 
th
is
 p
as
se
ng
er
 a
nd
 tr
uc
k 
tra
ffi
c 
in
to
 th
es
e 
gr
ad
e-
le
ve
l r
es
id
en
tia
l s
tre
et
s.
  

I t
hi
nk
 th
at
 is
 c
ra
zy
.  
It 
ha
rd
ly
 q
ua
lif
ie
s 
as
 a
 s
af
e 
al
te
rn
at
iv
e.
 

 W
e 
w
er
e 
de
fin
ite
ly
 o
m
itt
ed
 th
ro
ug
ho
ut
 th
is
 p
ro
ce
ss
.  
I f
ou
nd
 th
e 
E
IS
 o
n 
th
e 
w
eb
 to
da
y 
an
d 
I n
ot
ic
ed
 

se
ve
ra
l t
hi
ng
s.
  O
ne
 th
er
e 
is
 a
 p
ag
e 
fo
r t
he
 T
ab
le
 o
f C
on
te
nt
s 
fo
r A
pp
en
di
x 
B
 a
nd
 it
 li
st
s 
th
e 
fo
llo
w
in
g 

pu
bl
ic
 in
vo
lv
em

en
t i
nf
or
m
at
io
n 
is
 n
ot
 in
cl
ud
ed
 in
 th
e 
A
pp
en
di
x 
bu
t i
s 
av
ai
la
bl
e 
on
 th
e 
pr
oj
ec
t w
eb
si
te
 a
nd
 

it 
lis
ts
 1
9 
pu
bl
ic
 n
ot
ic
es
.  
T
ho
se
 th
at
 a
pp
ly
 to
 u
s 
an
d 
5A
 a
re
 n
um

be
rs
 1
8 
an
d 
19
.  
Y
ea
rs
 w
en
t b
y 
be
fo
re
 

ou
r i
nv
ol
ve
m
en
t. 
 O
f c
ou
rs
e 
pe
op
le
 o
bj
ec
te
d 
to
 th
e 
br
id
ge
 b
ut
 n
ot
 in
 th
e 
co
nt
ex
t o
f t
hi
s 
as
 a
n 
al
te
rn
at
iv
e.
  

S
o 
w
e 
w
er
e 
le
ft 
ou
t a
nd
 s
nu
ck
 in
 a
t t
he
 la
st
 m
in
ut
e.
  I
 d
on
’t 
ge
t a
 g
oo
d 
fe
el
in
g 
fro
m
 th
at
 a
t a
ll.
  T
he
re
 is
 

lit
tle
 to
 n
o 
m
en
tio
n 
of
 th
e 
im
pa
ct
 o
n 
th
e 
cl
ub
 –
 it
 is
 m
en
tio
ne
d 
in
 p
as
si
ng
, “
T
he
re
 w
ill
 b
e 
im
pa
ct
.” 
 I 
as
ke
d 

on
e 
of
 th
e 
en
gi
ne
er
s 
ea
rli
er
 to
da
y,
 w
e 
ha
ve
 a
 c
on
cr
et
e 
bi
cy
cl
e 
pa
th
 w
hi
ch
 is
 th
e 
la
ne
 c
lo
se
st
 to
 th
e 

C
ou
nt
ry
 C
lu
b 
pr
op
er
ty
; o
ur
 p
ro
pe
rty
 li
ne
 is
 p
re
tty
 m
uc
h 
th
e 
he
dg
e.
  I
 a
sk
ed
 w
ha
t h
ap
pe
ns
 to
 th
e 
ru
no
ff 

fro
m
 th
es
e 
fiv
e 
la
ne
s 
of
 c
on
cr
et
e 
an
d 
he
 s
ai
d 
ef
fe
ct
iv
el
y 
it 
ju
st
 ru
ns
 o
ff 
on
to
 th
e 
gr
ou
nd
.  
I s
ai
d 
w
el
l w
e 

sp
en
d 
ha
lf 
a 
m
ill
io
n 
do
lla
rs
 p
er
 y
ea
r 
m
ai
nt
ai
ni
ng
 th
e 
C
ou
nt
ry
 C
lu
b 
co
ur
se
 a
nd
 y
ou
 a
re
 n
ot
 g
oi
ng
 to
 ru
n 
al
l 

th
at
 o
il 
an
d 
st
uf
f o
nt
o 
th
e 
gr
ou
nd
.  
H
e 
sa
id
 w
el
l m

ay
be
 w
e’
ll 
ha
ve
 a
 d
itc
h.
  W

el
l w
he
re
 d
oe
s 
th
e 
di
tc
h 
go
? 
 

W
el
l t
ha
t h
as
n’
t b
ee
n 
co
ns
id
er
ed
 a
nd
 s
om

eo
ne
 m
en
tio
ne
d 
th
ey
 h
ad
 b
ee
n 
to
ld
 a
 b
er
m
.  
M
y 
ar
gu
m
en
t 

w
as
 n
ot
 a
bo
ut
 th
e 
ha
nd
lin
g 
of
 th
e 
ru
no
ff 
bu
t r
at
he
r t
o 
po
in
t o
ut
 th
e 
in
ad
eq
ua
cy
 o
f t
he
ir 
st
ud
y 
as
 it
 im

pa
ct
s 

th
e 
C
ou
nt
ry
 C
lu
b.
  I
 c
ou
ld
 g
o 
on
 b
ut
 m
y 
tim
e 
is
 u
p.
  T
ha
nk
 y
ou
. 

R
es

p
on

se
 t

o 
C

om
m

en
t 

#
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 R
e
s
p
o
n
s
e
s
 t
o
 t
h
is
 c
o
m
m
e
n
t 
c
a
n
 b
e
 f
o
u
n
d
 u
n
d
e
r 
S
u
m
m
a
ry
 

R
e
s
p
o
n
s
e
 i
s
s
u
e
 l
e
tt
e
rs
 B
, 
D
, 
F
, 
G
, 
H
, 
a
n
d
 L
. 

 *
 5
1
: 
T
h
e
 a
p
p
ro
p
ri
a
ti
o
n
 o
f 
fe
d
e
ra
l 
fu
n
d
s
 f
o
r 
tr
a
n
s
p
o
rt
a
ti
o
n
 i
m
p
ro
v
e
m
e
n
ts
 

re
q
u
ir
e
s
 t
h
a
t 
th
e
 N
a
ti
o
n
a
l 
E
n
v
ir
o
n
m
e
n
ta
l 
P
o
li
c
y
 A
c
t 
(N
E
P
A
) 
p
ro
c
e
s
s
 b
e
 

fo
ll
o
w
e
d
. 
N
E
P
A
 r
e
q
u
ir
e
s
 t
h
a
t 
a
 r
a
n
g
e
 o
f 
re
a
s
o
n
a
b
le
 a
lt
e
rn
a
ti
v
e
s
 b
e
 

d
e
v
e
lo
p
e
d
 a
n
d
 e
v
a
lu
a
te
d
, 
a
n
d
 r
e
a
s
o
n
a
b
le
 a
lt
e
rn
a
ti
v
e
s
 c
a
n
n
o
t 
b
e
 

c
o
n
s
tr
a
in
e
d
 b
a
s
e
d
 o
n
 t
h
e
 i
n
te
n
t 
o
f 
a
 C
o
n
g
re
s
s
io
n
a
l 
a
p
p
ro
p
ri
a
ti
o
n
. 
 T
h
re
e
 

b
ri
d
g
e
 a
lt
e
rn
a
ti
v
e
s
 w
e
re
 f
u
ll
y
 e
v
a
lu
a
te
d
 i
n
 t
h
e
 E
IS
. 
(A
ls
o
 r
e
fe
r 
to
 R
e
s
p
o
n
s
e
 

Is
s
u
e
 B
, 
u
n
d
e
r 
“P
u
rp
o
s
e
 o
f 
C
o
n
g
re
s
s
io
n
a
l 
E
a
rm

a
rk
.”
) 

 *
 5
2
: 
U
n
d
e
r 
th
e
 N
o
-A
c
ti
o
n
 A
lt
e
rn
a
ti
v
e
, 
le
n
g
th
y
 d
e
la
y
s
 a
n
d
 l
o
n
g
 q
u
e
u
e
s
 

a
re
 e
x
p
e
c
te
d
 a
s
 t
h
e
 s
tr
e
e
t 
s
y
s
te
m
 b
e
c
o
m
e
s
 s
a
tu
ra
te
d
 w
it
h
 t
ra
ff
ic
 a
n
d
 

m
o
v
e
m
e
n
t 
b
e
c
o
m
e
s
 v
e
ry
 d
if
fi
c
u
lt
. 
 C
o
n
g
e
s
te
d
 c
o
n
d
it
io
n
s
 o
n
 O
ld
 U
S
 9
3
 

w
it
h
o
u
t 
c
a
p
a
c
it
y
 i
m
p
ro
v
e
m
e
n
ts
, 
in
c
lu
d
in
g
 l
e
ft
 t
u
rn
 p
ro
v
is
io
n
s
, 
w
o
u
ld
 m

a
k
e
 

a
c
c
e
s
s
 t
o
 a
n
d
 f
ro
m
 a
d
ja
c
e
n
t 
b
u
s
in
e
s
s
e
s
 d
if
fi
c
u
lt
. 
 U
n
d
e
r 
a
ll
 o
f 
th
e
 b
u
il
d
 

a
lt
e
rn
a
ti
v
e
s
, 
tr
a
ff
ic
 o
p
e
ra
ti
o
n
s
 f
o
r 
th
e
 m

a
jo
r 
tr
a
ff
ic
 m

o
v
e
m
e
n
ts
 w
o
u
ld
 b
e
 

im
p
ro
v
e
d
 o
v
e
r 
th
e
 N
o
-B
u
il
d
 A
lt
e
rn
a
ti
v
e
. 
(A
ls
o
 r
e
fe
r 
to
 R
e
s
p
o
n
s
e
 I
s
s
u
e
 F
, 

u
n
d
e
r 
“A
c
c
e
s
s
 I
s
s
u
e
s
-M

is
s
o
u
la
 C
o
u
n
tr
y
 C
lu
b
, 
B
u
s
in
e
s
s
e
s
, 
P
o
s
t 
S
id
in
g
 

R
o
a
d
.”
) 

 *
 5
3
: 
Y
o
u
 a
re
 c
o
rr
e
c
t 
th
a
t 
la
te
r 
in
 t
h
e
 p
ro
je
c
t 
p
ro
c
e
s
s
, 
d
u
e
 t
o
 a
 c
h
a
n
g
e
 i
n
 

th
e
 f
u
tu
re
 t
ra
ff
ic
 f
o
re
c
a
s
ts
, 
th
e
 p
ro
je
c
t 
s
tu
d
y
 a
re
a
 w
a
s
 e
x
p
a
n
d
e
d
 t
o
 

e
v
a
lu
a
te
 b
ro
a
d
e
r 
tr
a
ff
ic
 d
e
fi
c
ie
n
c
ie
s
. 
T
h
is
 r
e
s
u
lt
e
d
 i
n
 t
h
e
 i
m
p
ro
v
e
m
e
n
ts
 

id
e
n
ti
fi
e
d
 a
lo
n
g
 O
ld
 U
S
 9
3
. 
T
h
e
 p
u
b
li
c
 w
a
s
 n
o
ti
fi
e
d
 t
h
ro
u
g
h
 a
 n
u
m
b
e
r 
o
f 

m
e
th
o
d
s
. 
T
h
e
 D
E
IS
 a
n
d
 t
h
e
 p
u
b
li
c
 r
e
v
ie
w
 p
e
ri
o
d
 a
re
 t
h
e
 f
o
rm

a
l 
re
q
u
ir
e
d
 

m
il
e
s
to
n
e
s
 t
o
 g
a
in
 p
u
b
li
c
 i
n
p
u
t 
o
n
 t
h
e
 p
ro
p
o
s
e
d
 a
lt
e
rn
a
ti
v
e
s
. 

 *
 5
4
: 
G
o
lf
 c
o
u
rs
e
 h
o
le
s
 e
ig
h
t 
a
n
d
 n
in
e
 a
n
d
 t
h
e
 e
ig
h
th
 a
n
d
 n
in
th
 h
o
le
 t
e
e
 

b
o
x
e
s
 o
r 
fa
ir
w
a
y
s
 w
o
u
ld
 n
o
t 
b
e
 i
m
p
a
c
te
d
 w
it
h
 t
h
e
 O
ld
 U
S
 9
3
 

im
p
ro
v
e
m
e
n
ts
. 
T
h
e
 g
re
e
n
s
, 
h
o
le
s
, 
te
e
 b
o
x
e
s
, 
o
r 
fa
ir
w
a
y
s
 w
e
re
 n
e
v
e
r 

im
p
a
c
te
d
. 
 T
h
e
 v
e
g
e
ta
ti
v
e
 h
e
d
g
e
 w
il
l 
b
e
 p
re
s
e
rv
e
d
 w
h
e
re
 p
o
s
s
ib
le
. 
T
h
e
 

m
o
d
if
ie
d
 t
y
p
ic
a
l 
s
e
c
ti
o
n
 f
o
r 
O
ld
 U
S
 9
3
 e
li
m
in
a
te
s
 t
h
e
 p
ro
p
o
s
e
d
 d
ra
in
a
g
e
 

d
it
c
h
 a
n
d
 e
ig
h
t-
fo
o
t 
s
h
o
u
ld
e
r 
a
n
d
 r
e
p
la
c
e
s
 i
t 
w
it
h
 a
n
 u
n
d
e
rg
ro
u
n
d
 

s
to
rm

w
a
te
r 
s
y
s
te
m
 w
it
h
 c
u
rb
 a
n
d
 g
u
tt
e
r 
a
n
d
 a
 f
iv
e
-f
o
o
t 
b
ic
y
c
le
 l
a
n
e
. 
(F
o
r 

m
o
re
 i
n
fo
rm

a
ti
o
n
, 
s
e
e
 R
e
s
p
o
n
s
e
 I
s
s
u
e
 F
, 
u
n
d
e
r 
“M

o
d
if
ie
d
 D
e
s
ig
n
 o
f 
O
ld
 U
S
 

9
3
 i
n
 F
E
IS
 t
o
 A
v
o
id
 a
n
d
 M
in
im
iz
e
 I
m
p
a
c
ts
, 
a
n
d
 I
s
s
u
e
 G
, 
“M

is
s
o
u
la
 C
o
u
n
tr
y
 

C
lu
b
 G
o
lf
 C
o
u
rs
e
 H
o
le
s
 E
ig
h
t 
a
n
d
 N
in
e
, 
L
a
n
d
s
c
a
p
in
g
.”
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f
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e
n
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ir
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e

n
t
a

l 
im

p
a

c
t
 
s

t
a

t
e

m
e

n
t

m
il
le

r 
c
re

e
k
 r

o
a
d

C
om

m
en

t 
#

 3
6
: 

N
ei

l 
M

ic
h
el

so
n

 
 (N
ei
l M
ic
he
ls
on
) 4
00
5 
D
un
ca
n 
D
riv
e.
  I
 ju
st
 fi
rs
t w
an
t t
o 
ta
ke
 a
 m
om

en
t a
nd
 th
an
k 
al
l o
f t
he
 p
eo
pl
e 
w
ho
 

ar
e 
he
re
 to
ni
gh
t t
o 
vo
ic
e 
th
ei
r c
on
ce
rn
s 
no
t j
us
t t
he
 p
eo
pl
e 
th
at
 I 
re
co
gn
iz
e 
as
 M
is
so
ul
a 
C
ou
nt
ry
 C
lu
b 

m
em

be
rs
.  
I’m
 th
e 
G
en
er
al
 M
an
ag
er
 o
f t
he
 M
is
so
ul
a 
C
ou
nt
ry
 C
lu
b 
an
d 
th
e 
re
as
on
 I 
w
an
t t
o 
co
m
e 
up
 a
nd
 

I d
on
’t 
w
an
t t
o 
ta
ke
 a
 lo
t o
f t
im
e 
be
ca
us
e 
ev
er
yo
ne
 h
as
 h
ea
rd
 ti
m
e 
an
d 
ag
ai
n 
w
ha
t t
he
 c
on
ce
rn
s 
ar
e.
  I
 

ju
st
 w
an
t t
o 
sa
y 
th
at
 it
 is
 v
er
y 
im
po
rt
an
t t
ha
t a
ll 
of
 th
e 
pe
op
le
 in
 th
is
 ro
om

 w
ho
 h
av
e 
co
nc
er
ns
 s
ha
re
 th
ei
r 

co
nc
er
ns
 w
ith
 th
ei
r f
rie
nd
s 
w
ho
 w
ill
 b
e 
im
pa
ct
ed
. I
 th
in
k 
cl
ea
rly
 th
is
 is
 a
n 
op
po
rtu
ni
ty
, a
s 
so
m
eb
od
y 
sa
id
, 

to
 d
o 
th
in
gs
 r
ig
ht
.  
It 
w
ou
ld
 b
e 
fo
ol
is
h 
to
 ta
ke
 th
is
 o
pp
or
tu
ni
ty
 a
nd
 lo
os
e 
it 
by
 d
oi
ng
 s
om

et
hi
ng
 th
at
 w
ou
ld
 

be
 s
or
t o
f s
to
p-
ga
p.
  A
s 
w
e 
al
l k
no
w
, t
he
 p
ur
po
se
 o
f t
he
 E
IS
 w
as
 to
 d
ef
in
e 
a 
se
co
nd
 a
cc
es
s 
po
in
t. 
 I 
th
in
k 

w
e 
re
al
ly
 n
ee
d 
to
 h
ol
d 
th
e 
pr
oc
es
s 
an
d 
th
ei
r f
ee
t t
o 
th
e 
fir
e 
an
d 
m
ak
e 
su
re
 th
at
 is
 w
ha
t h
ap
pe
ns
.  
T
ha
nk
 

yo
u 
al
l f
or
 y
ou
r 
su
pp
or
t a
nd
 I 
ur
ge
 a
ll 
of
 y
ou
 to
 c
om

m
un
ic
at
e 
w
ith
 a
ll 
yo
ur
 fr
ie
nd
s.
  I
t i
s 
no
t r
ea
lly
 a
 m
at
te
r 

of
 if
 th
is
 w
ill
 h
ap
pe
n 
bu
t c
er
ta
in
ly
 w
he
n 
an
d 
w
e 
ca
n 
di
re
ct
 h
ow
 it
 h
ap
pe
ns
.  
T
ha
nk
 y
ou
 v
er
y 
m
uc
h.
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 c
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 b
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S
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 l
e
tt
e
rs
 B
, 
D
 a
n
d
 G
. 

   

B
 

D
 

G
 

I 

------
: -----



   
C

om
m

en
ts

 
R

es
p
on

se
s 

A
 =

 R
e

fe
re

n
c
e

 n
u

m
b

e
r 

fo
r 

s
u

m
m

a
ry

 r
e

s
p

o
n

s
e

 i
s
s

u
e
  
  

 

A
p
p
en

d
ix

 E
: 

C
om

m
en

ts
 a

n
d
 R

es
p
on

se
s 

E
-6

4
 

f
in

a
l 

e
n

v
ir

o
n

m
e

n
t
a

l 
im

p
a

c
t
 
s

t
a

t
e

m
e

n
t

m
il
le

r 
c
re

e
k
 r

o
a
d

C
om

m
en

t 
#

 3
7
: 

D
on

 N
or

d
st

ro
m

 
 (D
on
 N
or
ds
tro
m
) 4
97
5 
Lo
w
er
 M
ill
er
 C
re
ek
. I
 h
av
e 
liv
ed
 a
t L
ow
er
 M
ill
er
 C
re
ek
 fo
r o
ve
r 3
0 
ye
ar
s.
  W

he
n 
I 

fir
st
 li
ve
d 
th
er
e 
on
ly
 tw
o 
or
 th
re
e 
ca
rs
 p
er
 d
ay
 w
en
t b
y 
an
d 
no
w
 th
er
e 
ar
e 
hu
nd
re
ds
 a
nd
 h
un
dr
ed
s 
an
d 

hu
nd
re
ds
 o
f c
ar
s 
an
d 
th
e 
bu
ild
in
g 
ha
s 
ju
st
 s
ta
rte
d.
  W

e 
ha
ve
 M
is
so
ul
a 
he
re
, t
he
 B
itt
er
ro
ot
 c
om

in
g 
in
 

he
re
, a
nd
 w
e 
ha
ve
 M
ill
er
 C
re
ek
 c
om

in
g 
in
 h
er
e 
(r
ef
er
rin
g 
to
 g
ra
ph
ic
) a
nd
 th
es
e 
ar
e 
al
l s
qu
ee
ze
d 
to
ge
th
er
 

by
 th
e 
riv
er
.  
B
ec
au
se
 o
f t
he
 p
ow
er
 o
f W

al
-M
ar
t w
e 
w
ill
 s
oo
n 
ha
ve
 th
e 
S
up
er
 W
al
-M
ar
t a
ll 
sq
ue
ez
ed
 

to
ge
th
er
 d
ow
n 
in
to
 th
is
 li
ttl
e 
so
ut
hw
es
t c
or
ne
r o
f M

is
so
ul
a.
  W

e 
ca
nn
ot
 c
on
tin
ue
 to
 in
cr
ea
se
 a
nd
 in
cr
ea
se
 

an
d 
in
cr
ea
se
 th
e 
tr
af
fic
 in
to
 th
is
 a
re
a 
an
d 
in
to
 th
is
 b
ot
tle
ne
ck
.  
W
e 
w
ill
 a
t s
om

e 
po
in
t n
ee
d 
to
 h
av
e 
a 

by
pa
ss
 th
at
 g
oe
s 
di
re
ct
ly
 w
es
t o
f M

is
so
ul
a 
up
 to
 th
e 
fre
ew
ay
 p
ro
ba
bl
y 
al
on
g 
w
ith
 a
 r
oa
d 
do
w
n 
th
e 
ea
st
 

si
de
 o
f t
he
 B
itt
er
ro
ot
.  
T
hi
s 
w
ill
 b
e 
ne
ce
ss
ar
y.
  W

e 
ne
ed
 to
 th
in
k 
no
w
 a
nd
 d
o 
th
e 
al
te
rn
at
iv
e 
th
at
 w
ill
 b
es
t 

co
nn
ec
t u
p 
to
 th
is
 in
ev
ita
bl
e 
oc
cu
rr
en
ce
 th
at
 I’
ve
 ju
st
 a
llu
de
d 
to
.  
A
lte
rn
at
iv
e 
5A
 d
oe
s 
no
ne
 o
f t
ha
t. 
 

A
lte
rn
at
iv
e 
5A
 is
 b
as
ic
al
ly
 li
ke
 s
pr
in
kl
in
g 
m
ag
ic
 h
ig
hw
ay
 d
us
t o
n 
a 
sm
al
l b
ot
tle
ne
ck
; i
t w
ill
 n
ot
 h
el
p 
a 

th
in
g.
  I
n 
m
y 
op
in
io
n 
if 
A
la
sk
a 
ca
n 
sp
en
d 
$2
50
 m
ill
io
n 
to
 b
ui
ld
 a
 b
rid
ge
 to
 n
ow
he
re
, w
e 
ca
n 
ha
ve
 o
ur
 

br
id
ge
. 
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 l
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f
in

a
l 

e
n

v
ir

o
n

m
e

n
t
a

l 
im

p
a

c
t
 
s

t
a

t
e

m
e

n
t

m
il
le

r 
c
re

e
k
 r

o
a
d

C
om

m
en

t 
#

 3
8
: 

W
oo

d
y 

W
il
so

n
 

 (W
oo
dy
 W
ils
on
) 2
76
8 
C
ar
la
 J
oe
 L
an
e.
  I
’m
 a
 re
ce
nt
 m
em

be
r 
of
 U
pp
er
 M
ill
er
 C
re
ek
 b
ut
 I’
ve
 li
ve
d 
th
er
e 

lo
ng
 e
no
ug
h 
to
 k
no
w
 th
er
e 
ar
e 
pr
ob
le
m
s 
th
er
e.
  I
 d
o 
ag
re
e 
w
ith
 a
ll 
th
at
 h
as
 b
ee
n 
sa
id
 th
us
 fa
r. 
 J
us
t 

no
rth
 o
f C
ar
la
 J
oe
 L
an
e 
on
 d
ow
n 
to
 S
t. 
T
ho
m
as
 th
er
e 
is
 a
 tr
em

en
do
us
 a
m
ou
nt
 o
f l
an
d 
th
at
 h
as
 b
ee
n 

su
rv
ey
ed
 fo
r 
de
ve
lo
pm

en
t, 
so
 th
e 
pr
ob
le
m
 is
 g
oi
ng
 to
 in
cr
ea
se
 ri
gh
t i
n 
th
at
 a
re
a.
  I
 li
ve
d 
th
er
e 
lo
ng
 

en
ou
gh
 to
 k
no
w
, I
 g
o 
do
w
n 
an
d 
tu
rn
 o
nt
o 
U
pp
er
 M
ill
er
 C
re
ek
 a
nd
 g
o 
do
w
n 
th
e 
hi
ll.
  T
he
 th
in
g 
I d
on
’t 
lik
e 

is
 th
e 
sp
ee
d,
 th
ey
 g
et
 to
 tr
av
el
in
g 
ab
ou
t 5
5-
60
 m
ph
 a
nd
 th
ey
 c
om

e 
to
 th
e 
tr
af
fic
 p
at
te
rn
 d
ow
n 
be
lo
w
 a
t 3
5 

m
ph
.  
If 
th
er
e 
w
as
 a
 li
gh
t a
t t
he
 Y
 ju
nc
tio
n,
 a
s 
th
ey
 g
o 
do
w
n 
th
e 
hi
ll 
th
e 
co
ng
es
tio
n 
ge
ts
 w
or
se
 a
nd
 w
ith
 a
 

lig
ht
 b
ac
k 
up
 a
t t
he
 Y
 is
 g
oi
ng
 to
 g
et
 b
ac
ke
d 
up
.  
T
he
re
 is
 s
om

et
hi
ng
 th
at
 h
as
 to
 b
e 
do
ne
 a
bo
ut
 

re
gu
la
tin
g 
th
e 
sp
ee
d.
  O
th
er
 th
an
 I 
ha
ve
 n
o 
m
or
e 
co
m
m
en
ts
 b
ut
 I 
ag
re
e 
w
ith
 w
ha
t’s
 b
ee
n 
sa
id
. 
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a
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t
 
s

t
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m
e

n
t
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r 
c
re

e
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a
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C
om

m
en
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#

 3
9
: 

R
ic

k
 S

n
ow

d
en

 
 

(R
ic
k 
S
no
w
de
n)
 2
83
6 
C
ar
la
 J
oe
 L
an
e,
 p
rio
r 
to
 th
at
 I 
liv
ed
 a
t 6
00
5 
A
pr
il 
La
ne
 in
 th
e 
Lo
w
er
 

M
ill
er
 C
re
ek
 a
re
a,
 s
o 
I’m

 fa
m
ili
ar
 w
ith
 th
at
 p
ar
t o
f t
ow
n 
an
d 
ha
ve
 b
ee
n 
fo
r 
qu
ite
 a
 lo
ng
 

tim
e.
  I
 a
m
 a
 M
is
so
ul
a 
C
ou
nt
ry
 C
lu
b 
M
em

be
r;
 th
at
 g
ro
un
d 
ha
s 
be
en
 w
el
l c
ov
er
ed
.  
I’m

 
al
so
 th
e 
G
en
er
al
 M
an
ag
er
 o
f B
itt
er
ro
ot
 M
ot
or
s 
an
d 
I h
av
e 
so
m
e 
re
al
 c
on
ce
rn
s 
ab
ou
t t
he
 

pr
oj
ec
t. 
 W
e 
ha
ve
 o
ve
r 
10
0 
em

pl
oy
ee
s;
 w
e 
ha
ve
 a
n 
un
to
ld
 n
um

be
r 
of
 c
us
to
m
er
s 
ar
ou
nd
 

th
e 
ne
ig
hb
or
ho
od
 o
f 1
50
 to
 2
00
 p
er
 d
ay
 c
om

in
g 
in
 a
nd
 o
ut
 o
f t
he
 s
to
re
 a
s 
w
el
l a
s 

te
ch
ni
ci
an
s 
ta
ki
ng
 c
ar
s 
on
 te
st
 d
riv
es
 a
fte
r 
re
pa
ir.
  O

ld
 H
ig
hw
ay
 9
3 
se
rv
es
 a
s 
a 
ve
ry
 s
af
e 

ac
ce
ss
 o
ut
 fo
r 
us
.  
If 
al
l t
ho
se
 p
eo
pl
e 
w
er
e 
to
 tr
y 
an
d 
go
 in
 a
nd
 o
ut
 o
f t
he
 fr
on
t o
f t
he
 

st
or
e 
th
er
e 
w
ou
ld
 b
e 
a 
lo
t o
f a
cc
id
en
ts
.  
T
ha
t r
oa
d 
be
hi
nd
 u
s,
 th
e 
tr
af
fic
 is
 m
uc
h 
lig
ht
er
 

no
w
 a
nd
 s
pe
ed
s 
ar
e 
m
uc
h 
lo
w
er
.  
It’
s 
bu
ilt
 u
p 
ov
er
 th
e 
ye
ar
s 
bu
t i
t i
s 
st
ill
 m
an
ag
ea
bl
e.
  

W
ith
 w
ha
t I
 s
ee
 h
er
e,
 w
e 
w
ill
 s
til
l h
av
e 
a 
lo
t o
f h
ig
h 
sp
ee
d 
tr
af
fic
 in
 fr
on
t o
f t
he
 s
to
re
 a
nd
 

no
w
 w
e 
w
ill
 h
av
e 
a 
lo
t o
f h
ig
h 
sp
ee
d 
tr
af
fic
 b
eh
in
d 
th
e 
st
or
e.
  W

e 
ha
d 
on
e 
se
ve
re
 

ac
ci
de
nt
 th
is
 s
um

m
er
 a
nd
 I 
ca
n 
se
e 
a 
lo
t m

or
e 
co
m
in
g.
  W

e 
en
jo
y 
ab
ou
t 4
0-
50
-6
0 

pa
rk
in
g 
sp
ac
es
 th
at
 a
re
 a
ct
ua
lly
 o
n 
ea
se
m
en
t l
an
d;
 it
 is
 n
ot
 B
itt
er
ro
ot
 M
ot
or
s 
la
nd
.  
W
e 

w
ou
ld
 h
av
e 
to
 g
iv
e 
th
os
e 
up
.  
W
ha
t I
 s
ee
 is
 a
 lo
t o
f d
an
ge
r 
fo
r 
us
.  
I’m

 s
pe
ak
in
g 
ve
ry
 

im
m
ed
ia
te
ly
; t
hi
s 
is
n’
t a
 lo
ng
-r
an
ge
 v
ie
w
, t
hi
s 
is
 to
m
or
ro
w
.  
If 
th
is
 h
ap
pe
ns
, w
e 
ar
e 
go
in
g 

to
 b
e 
lo
ok
in
g 
at
 th
is
 e
ve
ry
 d
ay
.  
 

 T
he
 o
ne
 o
th
er
 s
af
et
y 
fe
at
ur
e 
th
at
 d
is
tu
rb
s 
m
e,
 w
e 
ha
ve
 la
rg
e 
co
nv
oy
 tr
uc
ks
 r
ou
tin
el
y 
an
d 

cu
rr
en
tly
 th
ey
 u
se
 th
at
 b
ac
k 
ro
ad
 v
er
y 
sa
fe
ly
 to
 o
ff-
lo
ad
 v
eh
ic
le
s.
  W

he
n 
a 
dr
iv
er
 is
n’
t 

aw
ar
e 
of
 th
at
 s
pa
ce
 b
ac
k 
th
er
e,
 w
e’
ve
 h
ad
 o
n 
oc
ca
si
on
 d
riv
er
s 
pa
rk
in
g 
in
 fr
on
t, 
w
hi
ch
 

th
er
e 
is
 r
oo
m
 to
 d
o 
an
d 
it 
is
 le
ga
l b
ut
 a
ga
in
 th
e 
sp
ee
d 
of
 th
e 
tr
af
fic
 in
 fr
on
t o
f t
he
 s
to
re
 

an
d 
vi
si
bi
lit
y 
is
su
es
 o
f o
ff-
lo
ad
in
g 
la
rg
e 
nu
m
be
rs
 o
f v
eh
ic
le
s 
ev
er
y 
da
y 
is
 a
 c
on
ce
rn
.  
If 
w
e 

lo
os
e 
th
at
 s
pa
ce
 b
eh
in
d 
us
, w
e 
w
ill
 h
av
e 
a 
pr
ob
le
m
 th
at
 w
ill
 h
av
e 
to
 b
e 
ta
ke
n 
so
m
ep
la
ce
 

el
se
, w
hi
ch
 is
 a
 s
m
al
l p
ro
bl
em

 a
nd
 it
’s
 o
ur
 p
ro
bl
em

 b
ut
 it
 is
 a
 s
af
et
y 
is
su
e 
w
hi
ch
 s
ho
ul
d 

be
 ta
ke
n 
in
to
 a
cc
ou
nt
.  
T
he
re
 is
 a
 c
os
t b
en
ef
it 
in
 e
ve
ry
 d
ec
is
io
n 
yo
u 
m
ak
e 
an
d 
I’m

 s
ur
e 

th
er
e 
ar
e 
so
m
e 
be
ne
fit
s 
to
 w
ha
t y
ou
’re
 p
ro
po
si
ng
 ta
ki
ng
 s
om

e 
of
 th
at
 tr
af
fic
 o
n 
th
at
 r
oa
d.
  

In
 m
y 
ex
pe
rie
nc
e 
in
 li
vi
ng
 u
p 
M
ill
er
 C
re
ek
 it
 s
ee
m
s 
to
 m
e 
a 
gr
ea
t d
ea
l o
f t
he
 p
ro
bl
em

 is
 

rig
ht
 a
t t
he
 in
te
rs
ec
tio
n.
  I
t c
ou
ld
 b
e 
m
an
ag
ed
 fr
om

 th
e 
lig
ht
 b
ac
k 
up
 to
 B
rig
gs
 w
ith
ou
t 

an
ot
he
r 
lig
ht
 a
t B
rig
gs
 s
im
pl
y 
w
ith
 m
or
e 
la
ne
s 
an
d 
be
tte
r 
lig
ht
 m
an
ag
em

en
t, 
yo
u 
ca
n 

di
sp
er
se
 th
e 
ca
rs
.  
T
he
re
 is
 n
ot
hi
ng
 th
at
 c
an
 b
e 
do
ne
 a
bo
ut
 a
ll 
th
e 
ca
rs
 th
at
 a
re
 c
om

in
g 

do
w
n 
w
ith
ou
t a
no
th
er
 a
lte
rn
at
e 
ex
it.
  S
o 
th
os
e 
ar
e 
so
m
e 
m
in
or
 p
oi
nt
s.
  

 I w
ou
ld
 a
ls
o 
lik
e 
to
 s
ay
 th
at
 I’
ve
 p
la
ye
d 
go
lf 
at
 L
ar
ch
m
on
t e
ve
r 
si
nc
e 
th
at
 c
ou
rs
e 
op
en
ed
 

an
d 
al
l t
he
 g
ol
fe
rs
 I 
do
n’
t t
hi
nk
 w
ou
ld
 a
pp
re
ci
at
e 
an
y 
m
or
e 
tr
af
fic
 th
at
 y
ou
 a
re
 p
ro
po
si
ng
. 

T
he
re
 is
 n
o 
ov
er
rid
in
g 
be
ne
fit
 fo
r 
th
is
 c
om

pa
re
d 
to
 th
e 
co
st
. 

R
es

p
on

se
 t
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C

om
m

en
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#
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 R
e
s
p
o
n
s
e
s
 t
o
 t
h
is
 c
o
m
m
e
n
t 
c
a
n
 b
e
 f
o
u
n
d
 u
n
d
e
r 
S
u
m
m
a
ry
 

R
e
s
p
o
n
s
e
 i
s
s
u
e
 l
e
tt
e
rs
 F
, 
G
, 
I,
 a
n
d
 K
. 

                *
 5
5
: 
A
ll
 b
u
il
d
 a
lt
e
rn
a
ti
v
e
s
 i
n
c
lu
d
e
 i
m
p
ro
v
e
m
e
n
ts
 t
o
 O
ld
 U
S
 9
3
 t
h
a
t 

w
il
l 
e
li
m
in
a
te
 t
h
e
 B
it
te
rr
o
o
t 
o
ff
 l
o
a
d
in
g
 a
re
a
. 
 I
m
p
ro
v
e
d
 d
ri
v
e
w
a
y
s
 

w
it
h
 l
a
rg
e
 t
u
rn
in
g
 r
a
d
ii
 c
a
n
 b
e
 p
ro
v
id
e
d
 t
o
 a
ll
o
w
 t
ru
c
k
s
 t
o
 e
n
te
r 

o
n
to
 y
o
u
r 
p
ro
p
e
rt
y
 f
o
r 
o
ff
 l
o
a
d
in
g
 i
f 
th
e
re
 i
s
 a
v
a
il
a
b
le
 s
p
a
c
e
. 
 

O
th
e
rw
is
e
, 
o
ff
 l
o
a
d
in
g
 w
o
u
ld
 n
e
e
d
 t
o
 o
c
c
u
r 
in
 t
h
e
 l
e
g
a
ll
y
 a
v
a
il
a
b
le
 

a
re
a
 i
n
 f
ro
n
t 
o
f 
y
o
u
r 
b
u
s
in
e
s
s
. 

 *
 5
6
: 
 S
e
e
 S
e
c
ti
o
n
 2
.6
.2
.6
 o
f 
th
e
 D
E
IS
/F
E
IS
 f
o
r 
a
 d
e
ta
il
e
d
 

d
e
s
c
ri
p
ti
o
n
 o
f 
th
e
 P
re
fe
rr
e
d
 A
lt
e
rn
a
ti
v
e
. 
M
o
re
 l
a
n
e
s
 f
ro
m
 B
ri
g
g
s
 t
o
 

th
e
 l
ig
h
t 
a
re
 i
n
c
lu
d
e
d
 i
n
 t
h
e
 c
u
rr
e
n
t 
d
e
s
ig
n
(s
).
 A
 l
ig
h
t 
is
 w
a
rr
a
n
te
d
 

a
n
d
 n
e
c
e
s
s
a
ry
 a
t 
B
ri
g
g
s
 t
o
 a
ll
o
w
 f
o
r 
s
a
fe
 l
e
ft
 a
n
d
 r
ig
h
t 
tu
rn
s
 o
n
to
 

M
il
le
r 
C
re
e
k
 R
o
a
d
. 
T
h
e
 l
ig
h
t 
p
ro
v
id
e
s
 t
h
e
 a
d
d
it
io
n
a
l 
b
e
n
e
fi
t 
o
f 
a
 

p
ro
te
c
te
d
 c
ro
s
s
in
g
 o
f 
M
il
le
r 
C
re
e
k
 R
o
a
d
 f
o
r 
p
e
d
e
s
tr
ia
n
s
 a
n
d
 

b
ic
y
c
li
s
ts
. 
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n
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E
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f
in

a
l 

e
n

v
ir

o
n

m
e

n
t
a

l 
im

p
a

c
t
 
s

t
a

t
e

m
e

n
t

m
il
le

r 
c
re

e
k
 r

o
a
d

C
om

m
en

t 
#

 4
0
: 

M
ik

e 
W

al
k
er

 
 (M
ik
e 
W
al
ke
r)
 4
83
0 
Ja
id
en
 L
an
e.
  I
’m
 h
er
e 
to
ni
gh
t b
as
ic
al
ly
 fe
el
in
g 
a 
tri
pl
e 
w
ha
m
m
y,
 s
o 
to
 s
pe
ak
, a
s 
a 

ho
m
eo
w
ne
r 
at
 L
in
da
 V
is
ta
, I
’m
 a
ls
o 
a 
pa
re
nt
 w
ith
 tw
o 
ki
ds
 g
oi
ng
 to
 s
ch
oo
l a
t C
ol
d 
S
pr
in
gs
, a
nd
 a
 

m
em

be
r o
f t
he
 M
is
so
ul
a 
C
ou
nt
ry
 C
lu
b.
  I
 d
on
’t 
kn
ow
 th
at
 it
 c
an
 g
et
 a
 w
ho
le
 lo
t w
or
se
.  
E
ve
ry
th
in
g 
th
at
 

ha
s 
be
en
 s
ai
d 
so
 fa
r I
 c
on
cu
r w
ith
 e
ve
n 
w
ith
 th
e 
ge
nt
le
m
an
 th
at
 li
ve
s 
ac
ro
ss
 th
e 
riv
er
 th
at
 re
al
ly
 d
oe
sn
’t 

w
an
t a
n 
in
te
rc
ha
ng
e 
go
in
g 
in
 h
is
 b
ac
ky
ar
d.
  I
 th
in
k 
ev
er
yt
hi
ng
 h
as
 to
 b
e 
th
ou
gh
t o
ut
 b
ut
 w
ith
 g
ro
w
th
 it
 is
 

go
in
g 
to
 b
e 
gi
ve
 a
nd
 ta
ke
 in
 a
ll 
di
re
ct
io
ns
 a
nd
 s
om

eb
od
y 
is
 g
oi
ng
 to
 s
uf
fe
r 
w
he
th
er
 it
’s
 a
n 
ex
pr
es
sw
ay
 

go
in
g 
th
ro
ug
h 
th
e 
B
ig
 F
la
t o
r 
w
ha
t i
s 
pr
op
os
ed
 h
er
e 
to
da
y.
   

 T
o 
ge
t r
ig
ht
 d
ow
n 
to
 w
he
re
 it
 s
ta
rte
d 
w
ith
 W
eb
b 
H
ar
rin
gt
on
, m

y 
m
ai
n 
co
nc
er
n 
ch
ie
fly
 is
 th
e 
sa
fe
ty
 o
f m

y 
ki
ds
 a
nd
 C
ol
d 
S
pr
in
gs
 ri
gh
t n
ow
 is
 a
 b
ea
ut
ifu
l l
itt
le
 n
ei
gh
bo
rh
oo
d 
sc
ho
ol
 th
at
 w
e 
ch
oo
se
 th
is
 a
re
a 
to
 li
ve
 

in
 fo
r t
he
se
 r
ea
so
ns
.  
W
e’
ve
 li
ve
d 
th
er
e 
si
nc
e 
19
96
 a
nd
 I’
ve
 w
at
ch
ed
 th
e 
tr
af
fic
 g
ro
w
 a
nd
 th
er
e 
ar
e 

de
fin
ite
ly
 s
af
et
y 
is
su
es
 w
ith
 th
e 
sc
ho
ol
 w
ith
ou
t a
 d
ou
bt
.  
La
st
 T
ue
sd
ay
 th
er
e 
w
as
 a
n 
ic
e 
cr
ea
m
 s
oc
ia
l a
nd
 

I w
ou
ld
 v
en
tu
re
 to
 s
ay
 th
er
e 
w
er
e 
70
 to
 7
5 
ca
rs
 p
ar
ke
d 
al
on
g 
B
rig
gs
 a
nd
 th
at
 is
 h
ow
 y
ou
 a
cc
es
s 
th
e 

sc
ho
ol
 fo
r a
 fu
nc
tio
n.
 I 
co
ac
h 
so
cc
er
 w
ith
 m
y 
ki
ds
, w
e 
pr
ac
tic
e 
re
gu
la
rly
 a
t t
he
 s
ch
oo
l f
iv
e 
ni
gh
ts
 a
 w
ee
k 

an
d 
on
 S
at
ur
da
y 
an
d 
on
ce
 a
ga
in
 w
e 
ha
ve
 th
e 
sa
m
e 
is
su
es
 –
 a
cc
es
si
ng
 th
e 
sc
ho
ol
 a
nd
 u
nl
oa
di
ng
 k
id
s 
to
 

pl
ay
 s
po
rts
.  
T
ha
t i
s 
th
ro
ug
h 
th
e 
Y
M
C
A
 p
ro
gr
am

; i
t h
as
 n
ot
hi
ng
 to
 d
o 
w
ith
 th
e 
pu
bl
ic
 s
ch
oo
l s
ys
te
m
.  
S
o 

w
he
n 
w
e 
m
ov
ed
 in
to
 th
e 
ne
ig
hb
or
ho
od
, I
 k
in
d 
of
 e
nv
is
io
ne
d 
th
e 
ki
ds
 ri
di
ng
 th
ei
r b
ik
es
 to
 s
ch
oo
l, 
w
hi
ch
 if
 

yo
u 
liv
e 
th
er
e,
 th
er
e 
is
 n
o 
w
ay
 in
 h
el
l …

I s
ee
 s
om

eb
od
y 
rid
in
g 
th
ei
r b
ik
e 
ab
ou
t o
nc
e 
a 
da
y 
an
d 
it 
sc
ar
es
 

th
e 
du
ff 
ou
t o
f m

e 
as
 I 
dr
iv
e 
by
 th
em

.  
O
bv
io
us
ly
 th
e 
ro
ad
 n
ee
ds
 to
 w
id
en
.  
W
ha
t’s
 p
ro
po
se
d 
is
 b
ey
on
d 

th
e 
sc
op
e 
of
 w
ha
t’s
 n
ee
de
d.
   

 S
pe
ak
in
g 
fro
m
 a
 C
ou
nt
ry
 C
lu
b 
st
an
dp
oi
nt
, t
he
 9
3 
th
in
g 
sh
ou
ld
 ju
st
 b
e 
pu
lle
d 
ou
t o
f i
t. 
 It
 w
as
n’
t i
n 
th
e 

or
ig
in
al
 s
co
pe
 o
f i
t a
nd
 re
al
ly
 it
 is
 ju
st
 g
en
er
al
ly
 a
 b
ad
 id
ea
 to
 p
ut
 u
p 
a 
lig
ht
 o
n 
R
es
er
ve
 th
er
e.
   

 A
s 
a 
ho
m
eo
w
ne
r i
f y
ou
 ro
de
 to
 w
or
k 
w
ith
 m
e 
a 
co
up
le
 o
f w
ee
ks
, y
ou
 w
ou
ld
 re
al
iz
e 
th
at
 th
is
 is
 a
 w
as
te
 o
f 

$2
0 
m
ill
io
n.
  T
he
 tr
af
fic
 a
lre
ad
y 
ba
ck
s 
up
 to
 th
e 
Y
 w
he
re
 th
e 
ca
rs
 in
te
rm
itt
en
tly
 le
t e
ac
h 
ot
he
r o
ut
 a
nd
 to
 

pu
t a
 li
gh
t t
he
re
 w
ou
ld
 s
im
pl
y 
ba
ck
 it
 u
p 
fo
r s
ev
er
al
 m
ile
s 
w
hi
ch
 in
 th
e 
w
in
te
r w
ou
ld
 b
e 
a 
pr
et
ty
 m
as
si
ve
 

sa
fe
ty
 c
on
ce
rn
.  
A
ll 
of
 th
at
 I 
w
ou
ld
 v
en
tu
re
 to
 g
ue
ss
 is
n’
t i
n 
th
at
 s
ix
 in
ch
 th
ic
k 
do
cu
m
en
t a
nd
 it
 s
ho
ul
d 
ju
st
 

be
 s
ta
rte
d 
ov
er
 a
nd
 r
e-
th
ou
gh
t o
ut
 fr
om

 th
e 
be
gi
nn
in
g.
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e
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 t
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 b
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 u
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S
u
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m
a
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R
e
s
p
o
n
s
e
 i
s
s
u
e
 l
e
tt
e
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F
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G
, 
H
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a
n
d
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c
e

 n
u

m
b

e
r 

fo
r 

s
u

m
m

a
ry

 r
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om

m
en
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n
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es
p
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se
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E
-6

8
 

f
in

a
l 

e
n

v
ir

o
n

m
e

n
t
a

l 
im

p
a

c
t
 
s

t
a

t
e

m
e

n
t

m
il
le

r 
c
re

e
k
 r

o
a
d

C
om

m
en

t 
#

 4
1
: 

A
n

d
y 

S
h
ot

t 
 (A
nd
y 
S
ho
tt)
 3
36
 C
on
ne
ll,
 M
is
so
ul
a,
 M
on
ta
na
, a
nd
 I’
ll 
ge
t b
ac
k 
to
 th
at
 in
 a
 m
in
ut
e.
  I
 d
on
’t 
m
in
d 
re
pe
at
in
g 

a 
lo
t o
f w
ha
t’s
 b
ee
n 
sa
id
 b
ec
au
se
 I 
th
in
k 
it 
is
 re
al
 im
po
rta
nt
 th
at
 y
ou
 h
ea
r i
t. 
 I’
m
 a
 m
em

be
r o
f t
he
 

M
is
so
ul
a 
C
ou
nt
ry
 C
lu
b.
  I
 d
on
’t 
kn
ow
 if
 y
ou
 k
no
w
 a
bo
ut
 th
e 
M
is
so
ul
a 
C
ou
nt
ry
 C
lu
b 
or
 if
 y
ou
’v
e 
be
en
 o
ut
 

th
er
e,
 b
ut
 it
 is
 o
ne
 o
f t
he
 g
re
at
 w
al
ki
ng
 c
ou
rs
es
 in
 th
e 
st
at
e 
an
d 
in
 th
e 
ar
ea
 th
at
 I’
ve
 e
ve
r 
be
en
 o
n.
  I
n 
th
e 

19
30
s 
th
e 
fir
st
 g
ra
ss
 g
re
en
 in
 M
on
ta
na
 w
as
 b
ui
lt 
th
er
e.
  I
t i
s 
bu
ilt
 in
 a
 re
la
tiv
el
y 
sm
al
l s
pa
ce
 a
nd
 th
er
e 
is
 

no
 ro
om

 to
 e
xp
an
d 
it.
  A
ll 
ov
er
 th
e 
co
un
try
 th
ey
 a
re
 e
xp
an
di
ng
 g
ol
f c
ou
rs
es
, t
hi
s 
on
e 
is
 a
 c
la
ss
ic
, s
m
al
l, 

ea
si
ly
 w
al
ke
d 
co
ur
se
 a
nd
 I 
gu
ar
an
te
e 
yo
u 
th
at
 if
 w
ha
t i
s 
pr
op
os
ed
 is
 d
on
e 
to
 O
ld
 H
ig
hw
ay
 9
3,
 th
is
 c
ou
rs
e 

w
ill
 b
e 
go
ne
 a
nd
 w
ip
ed
 a
w
ay
 fo
re
ve
r.
  T
he
re
 is
 n
o 
w
ay
 to
 m
iti
ga
te
 it
; t
he
re
 is
 n
o 
ro
om

 fo
r i
t. 
 I 
th
in
k 
as
 fa
r 

as
 w
he
re
 O
ld
 H
ig
hw
ay
 9
3 
an
d 
Lo
w
er
 M
ill
er
 C
re
ek
 a
nd
 H
ig
hw
ay
 9
3 
m
ee
t u
p,
 a
nd
 w
he
re
 R
es
er
ve
 S
tr
ee
t 

an
d 
O
ld
 H
ig
hw
ay
 9
3,
 b
ot
h 
en
ds
 a
re
 O
ld
 H
ig
hw
ay
 9
3 
th
er
e,
 I 
th
in
k 
it 
is
 a
bs
ol
ut
el
y 
tru
e 
w
ith
 th
e 
gr
ow
th
 a
nd
 

th
e 
am

ou
nt
 o
f t
ra
ffi
c 
th
at
 is
 g
oi
ng
 to
 b
e 
go
in
g 
th
ro
ug
h 
th
at
 a
re
a,
 y
ou
 a
re
 g
oi
ng
 to
 e
nd
 u
p 
w
ith
 s
om

et
hi
ng
 

th
at
 is
 li
ke
 M
ul
la
n 
an
d 
R
es
er
ve
 w
hi
ch
 w
as
 to
ta
lly
 o
ve
r-
us
ed
 fr
om

 th
e 
ve
ry
 m
in
ut
e 
it 
w
as
 b
ui
lt 
an
d 
is
 a
 

to
ta
l d
is
as
te
r a
nd
 th
er
e 
is
 n
o 
w
ay
 a
ro
un
d 
it 
an
d 
no
 w
ay
 to
 s
to
p 
it,
 a
nd
 y
ou
 w
ill
 h
av
e 
do
ne
 a
 w
ho
le
 lo
t o
f 

da
m
ag
e 
to
 B
itt
er
ro
ot
 M
ot
or
s 
an
d 
ot
he
r b
us
in
es
se
s 
al
on
g 
th
er
e.
  Y
ou
 w
ill
 h
av
e 
de
st
ro
ye
d 
a 
C
ou
nt
ry
 C
lu
b 

an
d 
yo
u 
w
ill
 h
av
e 
cr
ea
te
d 
a 
hu
ge
 p
ro
bl
em

 w
hi
ch
 d
oe
s 
no
t m

iti
ga
te
 w
ha
t y
ou
 a
re
 tr
yi
ng
 to
 d
o.
   

 F
in
al
ly
 I 
sa
id
 I 
w
as
 g
oi
ng
 to
 g
et
 b
ac
k 
to
 w
ha
t m

y 
ad
dr
es
s 
is
.  
M
y 
ad
dr
es
s 
is
 3
36
 C
on
ne
ll 
be
ca
us
e 
I o
nc
e 

ta
lk
ed
 to
 m
y 
w
ife
 a
bo
ut
 m
ov
in
g 
up
 th
e 
R
at
tle
sn
ak
e 
an
d 
sh
e 
sa
id
 n
o 
w
ay
 b
ec
au
se
 s
om

e 
tim
e 
th
er
e 
is
 

go
in
g 
to
 b
e 
a 
fir
e 
an
d 
th
er
e 
is
 o
nl
y 
on
e 
w
ay
 o
ut
 o
f t
he
re
.  
A
nd
 th
at
 is
 th
e 
sa
m
e 
pr
ob
le
m
 y
ou
 h
av
e 
w
ith
 

M
ill
er
 C
re
ek
.  
W
he
n 
yo
u 
ha
ve
 th
is
 h
ug
e 
th
in
g 
w
ith
 o
nl
y 
on
e 
w
ay
 o
ut
 o
f M

ill
er
 C
re
ek
, s
om

et
im
e 
th
er
e 
is
 

go
in
g 
to
 b
e 
a 
di
sa
st
er
 a
nd
 if
 y
ou
 d
on
’t 
pl
an
 fo
r i
t n
ow
 w
ith
 a
no
th
er
 b
rid
ge
, t
he
n 
th
at
 d
is
as
te
r i
s 
go
in
g 
to
 

be
 g
re
at
er
 th
an
 y
ou
 c
an
 e
ve
r i
m
ag
in
e.
  W

e 
do
n’
t k
no
w
 w
he
n 
it 
w
ill
 h
ap
pe
n,
 b
ut
 if
 it
 is
n’
t p
la
nn
ed
 fo
r 
no
w
, 

th
en
 y
ou
 a
re
 g
oi
ng
 to
 r
em

em
be
r i
t o
r 
so
m
eb
od
y 
w
ill
 r
em

em
be
r t
ha
t y
ou
 w
er
e 
to
ld
 th
is
 w
as
 g
oi
ng
 to
 

ha
pp
en
.  
It 
is
 n
ot
 g
oi
ng
 to
 b
e 
gr
ea
t h
av
in
g 
to
 b
ui
ld
 a
no
th
er
 b
rid
ge
 b
ut
 th
at
 is
 w
ha
t w
as
 o
rig
in
al
ly
 ta
lk
ed
 

ab
ou
t a
nd
 th
at
 is
 r
ea
lly
 w
ha
t i
s 
ne
ed
ed
 –
 a
no
th
er
 w
ay
 o
ut
 o
f M

ill
er
 C
re
ek
 to
 p
re
ve
nt
 a
n 
ev
en
 g
re
at
 

di
sa
st
er
 fr
om

 fi
re
. 
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 c
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C
om

m
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 a

n
d
 R
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s 

E
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9
 

f
in

a
l 

e
n

v
ir

o
n

m
e

n
t
a

l 
im

p
a

c
t
 
s

t
a

t
e

m
e

n
t

m
il
le

r 
c
re

e
k
 r

o
a
d

C
om

m
en

t 
#

 4
2
: 

Jo
h
n

 D
av

ri
es

 
 (J
oh
n 
D
av
rie
s)
 4
01
 D
ea
rb
or
n,
 M
is
so
ul
a,
 M
on
ta
na
 5
98
01
.  
A
t t
he
 ri
sk
 o
f a
 li
ttl
e 
ov
er
ki
ll 
I t
oo
 a
m
 a
 m
em

be
r 

of
 th
e 
M
is
so
ul
a 
C
ou
nt
ry
 C
lu
b.
  H
av
in
g 
liv
ed
 in
 th
is
 c
om

m
un
ity
 fo
r 4
0 
ye
ar
s 
an
d 
ha
ve
 b
ee
n 
a 
m
em

be
r f
or
 

37
 y
ea
rs
 a
nd
 s
er
ve
d 
as
 it
s 
pr
es
id
en
t a
t l
ea
st
 th
re
e 
tim
es
 a
nd
 o
n 
th
e 
B
oa
rd
 o
f D
ire
ct
or
s 
an
 e
qu
al
 n
um

be
r 

of
 ti
m
es
.  
S
o 
it 
is
 a
n 
or
ga
ni
za
tio
n 
I p
ay
 a
n 
aw
fu
l l
ot
 o
f a
tte
nt
io
n 
to
 a
nd
 h
av
e 
pa
rti
ci
pa
te
d 
in
 fo
r a
 lo
ng
 

tim
e.
  M

y 
w
ife
 s
ay
s 
to
o 
fr
eq
ue
nt
ly
, b
ut
 n
on
et
he
le
ss
 I 
st
ill
 d
o.
  M

y 
ba
si
c 
co
nc
er
n 
is
 o
ne
 o
f s
af
et
y.
  W

e 
ha
ve
 a
 la
rg
e 
ju
ni
or
 g
ol
f p
ro
gr
am

; w
e 
al
so
 h
av
e 
a 
fa
irl
y 
la
rg
e 
sw
im
m
in
g 
pr
og
ra
m
.  
O
ne
 th
in
g 
ab
ou
t t
he
 

C
ou
nt
ry
 C
lu
b 
G
ol
f C
ou
rs
e 
is
 th
at
 e
ve
ry
bo
dy
 is
 ti
m
e 
co
ns
ci
en
ce
 a
nd
 th
en
 li
ne
 c
on
sc
ie
nc
e 
be
ca
us
e 

ev
er
yb
od
y 
ha
s 
a 
te
e 
tim
e.
 W
e 
ha
ve
 a
pp
ro
xi
m
at
el
y 
30
,0
00
 r
ou
nd
s 
pe
r y
ea
r 
pl
ay
ed
 o
n 
th
at
 g
ol
f c
ou
rs
e 
so
 

th
er
e 
ar
e 
an
 a
w
fu
l l
ot
 o
f p
eo
pl
e 
en
te
rin
g 
an
d 
ex
iti
ng
 th
at
 g
ol
f c
ou
rs
e.
  A
n 
aw
fu
l l
ot
 o
f t
im
es
 th
er
e 
ar
e 

w
om

en
 ta
ki
ng
 th
ei
r k
id
s 
to
 s
w
im
m
in
g 
le
ss
on
s 
an
d 
to
 ju
ni
or
 g
ol
f, 
an
d 
le
t m

e 
te
ll 
yo
u 
th
e 
m
or
e 
ca
rs
 y
ou
 

pa
ck
 o
n 
93
 th
e 
ris
ki
er
 th
e 
dr
iv
er
s 
w
ill
 b
ec
om

e 
be
ca
us
e 
if 
th
er
e 
is
 a
 li
ttl
e 
ga
p 
th
ey
 w
ill
 tr
y 
an
d 
sn
ea
k 
in
 a
nd
 

ge
t i
n 
pa
rt
ic
ul
ar
ly
 if
 th
er
e 
is
 o
nl
y 
on
e 
w
ay
 to
 g
o 
an
d 
th
at
 is
 e
xa
ct
ly
 w
ha
t i
s 
go
in
g 
to
 h
ap
pe
n.
  S
o 
w
e 
do
n’
t 

ha
ve
 a
 g
re
at
 s
itu
at
io
n 
no
w
 b
ut
, l
et
 m
e 
te
ll 
yo
u,
 w
e 
w
ill
 c
re
at
e 
a 
ve
ry
 d
an
ge
ro
us
 s
itu
at
io
n 
if 
w
e 
ad
he
re
 to
 

th
e 
ex
is
tin
g 
pr
op
os
ed
 p
la
n.
  T
he
re
 a
re
 a
 lo
t o
f o
th
er
 th
in
gs
 I 
co
ul
d 
ta
lk
 a
bo
ut
, b
ut
 e
ve
ry
bo
dy
 h
as
 c
ov
er
ed
 

th
em

 w
el
l a
nd
 w
ith
 th
at
 I’
ll 
sa
y 
am

en
. 
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f
in

a
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e
n

v
ir

o
n

m
e

n
t
a

l 
im

p
a

c
t
 
s

t
a

t
e

m
e

n
t

m
il
le

r 
c
re

e
k
 r

o
a
d

C
om

m
en

t 
#

 4
3
: 

D
ic

k
 H

ai
n

es
 

 (D
ic
k 
H
ai
ne
s)
 5
93
5 
S
ai
nt
 F
ra
nc
is
 D
riv
e.
  O
ne
 o
f t
he
 re
as
on
s 
I’m
 in
te
re
st
ed
 in
 a
ll 
of
 th
is
 is
 I’
m
 a
 

C
ou
nc
ilm
an
 fr
om

 th
is
 a
re
a 
to
o.
  C
ra
ig
, I
 th
in
k 
yo
u 
ha
ve
 a
 c
ou
pl
e 
of
 p
ro
bl
em

s 
w
ith
 th
is
.  
O
ne
 is
 I 
th
in
k 

th
er
e 
ha
s 
be
en
 a
 m
on
um

en
ta
l s
hi
ft 
fr
om

 th
e 
pu
rp
os
e 
of
 th
is
 E
IS
 o
ve
r t
o 
so
m
et
hi
ng
 o
th
er
 th
an
 w
ha
t t
he
 

or
ig
in
al
 p
ur
po
se
 w
as
.  
A
s 
I u
nd
er
st
an
d 
it,
 th
e 
se
co
nd
 e
xi
t w
as
 o
ne
 o
f t
he
 r
ea
so
ns
 fo
r d
oi
ng
 a
ll 
of
 th
is
 a
nd
 

I d
on
’t 
se
e 
it 
in
 th
er
e 
no
w
.  
W
hi
le
 I 
fe
el
 v
er
y 
st
ro
ng
ly
 th
at
 M
ill
er
 C
re
ek
 is
 g
oi
ng
 to
 n
ee
d 
so
m
et
hi
ng
 d
on
e 
to
 

it,
 I 
do
n’
t t
hi
nk
 w
ha
t y
ou
 a
re
 p
la
nn
in
g 
in
 th
e 
P
re
fe
rr
ed
 A
lte
rn
at
iv
e 
is
 g
oi
ng
 to
 a
ns
w
er
 th
at
.  
I t
hi
nk
 y
ou
’v
e 

he
ar
d 
en
ou
gh
 a
bo
ut
 th
at
 to
ni
gh
t s
o 
I w
on
’t 
ta
lk
 a
ny
 m
or
e 
ab
ou
t i
t. 

 W
ha
t I
 th
in
k 
is
 th
at
 y
ou
 n
ee
d 
th
e 
P
re
fe
rr
ed
 A
lte
rn
at
iv
e 
hi
gh
ly
 m
od
ifi
ed
 b
ut
 I 
th
in
k 
w
e 
al
so
 n
ee
d 

so
m
et
hi
ng
 e
ls
e 
an
d 
it 
is
 n
ot
 3
B
, t
he
 B
lu
e 
M
ou
nt
ai
n 
R
oa
d 
be
ca
us
e 
th
er
e 
ar
e 
en
ou
gh
 p
ro
bl
em

s 
th
er
e.
  I
 

th
in
k 
yo
u’
ve
 b
ee
n 
ov
er
 th
at
 r
oa
d 
an
d 
I’v
e 
ta
lk
ed
 to
 s
om

e 
of
 th
e 
st
at
e 
hi
gh
w
ay
 d
ep
ar
tm
en
t p
eo
pl
e 
an
d 
I 

do
n’
t k
no
w
 h
ow
 y
ou
 w
ou
ld
 e
ve
r s
qu
ee
ze
 in
 a
 ro
ad
 b
et
w
ee
n 
th
e 
m
ou
nt
ai
ns
 a
nd
 th
e 
riv
er
 a
nd
 th
e 
irr
ig
at
io
n 

di
tc
h 
an
d 
ev
er
yt
hi
ng
 e
ls
e.
  I
 k
no
w
 th
at
 y
ou
 c
ou
ld
n’
t d
o 
it 
fo
r a
ny
th
in
g 
re
as
on
ab
le
 in
 te
rm
s 
of
 c
os
t. 
 S
o 

w
ha
t I
 th
in
k 
yo
u 
ne
ed
 to
 d
o 
be
si
de
s 
do
 s
om

et
hi
ng
 to
 M
ill
er
 C
re
ek
 is
 w
e 
ne
ed
 A
lte
rn
at
iv
e 
2B
.  
It 
is
 n
or
th
 

an
d 
ba
si
ca
lly
 o
n 
un
de
ve
lo
pe
d 
la
nd
; i
t w
ou
ld
 p
ut
 p
eo
pl
e 
ac
ro
ss
 th
e 
riv
er
; a
nd
 m
os
t o
f a
ll 
an
d 
yo
u’
ve
 

he
ar
d 
m
e 
on
 th
is
 th
em

e 
so
ng
 b
ef
or
e,
 it
 c
ou
ld
 b
e 
th
e 
st
ar
t o
f t
he
 w
es
te
rn
 b
yp
as
s.
  I
 ju
st
 w
on
de
r h
ow
 

m
uc
h 
lo
ng
er
 th
e 
F
H
W
A
 a
nd
 th
e 
M
on
ta
na
 D
ep
ar
tm
en
t o
f T
ra
ns
po
rta
tio
n 
an
d 
M
is
so
ul
a 
C
ou
nt
y 
an
d 
to
 

so
m
e 
ex
te
nt
 th
e 
C
ity
 o
f M

is
so
ul
a 
ca
n 
ke
ep
 s
qu
irm

in
g 
aw
ay
 fr
om

 d
ea
lin
g 
w
ith
 th
at
 is
su
e.
  A
s 
I u
nd
er
st
an
d 

it 
w
e 
ha
ve
 s
om

et
hi
ng
 li
ke
 9
1 
su
bd
iv
is
io
ns
 c
om

in
g 
on
 li
ne
 b
et
w
ee
n 
M
is
so
ul
a 
an
d 
H
am

ilt
on
 a
nd
 w
e 
ha
ve
 

no
w
 a
ro
un
d 
35
,0
00
 c
ar
s 
pe
r d
ay
, s
o 
it’
s 
no
t g
oi
ng
 to
 g
et
 a
ny
 e
as
ie
r. 
 I 
do
n’
t t
hi
nk
 B
ro
ok
s 
an
d 
R
es
er
ve
 a
ll 

by
 th
em

se
lv
es
 a
re
 th
e 
an
sw
er
 u
nl
es
s 
yo
u 
w
an
t t
o 
m
ak
e 
a 
se
ve
n 
or
 e
ig
ht
 la
ne
 ro
ad
 o
ut
 o
f R
es
er
ve
 

S
tre
et
.  
T
he
 b
yp
as
s 
ar
ou
nd
 th
e 
w
es
t e
nd
 o
f t
ow
n 
al
so
 to
 m
e 
is
 n
ot
 n
ec
es
sa
ril
y 
a 
by
pa
ss
 b
ut
 it
 is
 a
 g
oo
d 

w
ay
 to
 a
cc
es
s 
th
e 
C
ity
 o
f M

is
so
ul
a 
an
d 
th
at
 w
ou
ld
 w
or
k,
 n
ot
 o
nl
y 
fo
r 
pe
op
le
 c
om

in
g 
ou
t o
f t
he
 R
av
al
li 

C
ou
nt
y 
bu
t p
eo
pl
e 
co
m
in
g 
fr
om

 L
ak
e 
C
ou
nt
y 
an
d 
al
l t
ha
t b
ec
au
se
 it
 w
ou
ld
 c
ut
 a
cr
os
s 
S
ev
en
th
, S
ou
th
, 

B
ro
ad
w
ay
, a
nd
 a
ll 
th
os
e 
ea
st
-w
es
t s
tr
ee
ts
 w
hi
ch
 m
ea
n 
tw
o 
or
 th
re
e 
ex
its
 g
oi
ng
 u
p 
th
ro
ug
h 
th
er
e.
  P
eo
pl
e 

co
m
in
g 
in
to
 to
w
n 
fo
r 
bu
si
ne
ss
, f
or
 th
ei
r j
ob
s,
 o
r f
or
 w
ha
te
ve
r r
ea
so
ns
 a
re
 g
oi
ng
 to
 h
av
e 
to
 a
cc
es
s 

M
is
so
ul
a 
an
d 
it 
w
ou
ld
 m
ak
e 
it 
m
uc
h 
ea
si
er
 to
 h
an
dl
e 
th
at
 tr
af
fic
.  
R
ig
ht
 n
ow
 w
e 
ar
e 
ha
vi
ng
 a
 b
ig
 

hu
lla
ba
lo
o 
ov
er
 th
e 
tr
af
fic
 o
n 
A
rt
hu
r,
 w
el
l t
ha
t t
ra
ffi
c 
w
ou
ld
n’
t h
av
e 
to
 e
xi
t t
he
re
 to
 c
om

e 
on
 th
ro
ug
h 
on
 

th
e 
fre
ew
ay
 a
nd
 g
o 
on
 n
or
th
 o
r s
ou
th
 o
r c
om

e 
in
to
 to
w
n 
if 
th
ey
 w
an
t t
o 
do
. I
t w
ou
ld
 b
e 
m
uc
h 
ea
si
er
 to
 d
o 

th
at
 a
nd
 it
 w
ou
ld
 ta
ke
 th
at
 is
su
e 
of
f t
he
 b
oo
ks
 to
o.
  I
 w
ou
ld
 r
ea
lly
 li
ke
 to
 s
ee
 th
is
 lo
ok
ed
 a
t. 
  

 T
o 
pa
ra
ph
ra
se
 th
is
 th
er
e 
is
 a
n 
ol
d 
sa
yi
ng
, h
ow
 d
o 
yo
u 
ea
t a
nd
 e
le
ph
an
t –
 o
ne
 b
ite
 a
t a
 ti
m
e.
 W
el
l w
he
n 

yo
u 
ar
e 
de
al
in
g 
w
ith
 th
is
 is
su
e,
 it
 p
ay
s 
to
 w
al
k 
ar
ou
nd
 th
e 
cr
itt
er
 b
ef
or
e 
yo
u 
gr
ab
 h
ol
d 
of
 th
e 
th
in
g 
an
d 

st
ar
t g
na
w
in
g 
on
 it
.  
I t
hi
nk
 y
ou
’v
e 
go
t t
o 
lo
ok
 a
t h
ow
 b
ig
 th
e 
jo
b 
is
, w
ha
t a
ll 
th
e 
th
in
gs
 a
re
 th
at
 a
re
 

co
nn
ec
te
d 
– 
I s
ee
 th
e 
tr
af
fic
 fr
om

 R
av
al
li 
C
ou
nt
y,
 th
e 
tr
af
fic
 fr
om

 L
ak
e 
C
ou
nt
y,
 th
e 
tr
af
fic
 fr
om

 M
in
er
al
 

C
ou
nt
y,
 th
e 
tra
ffi
c 
co
m
in
g 
ou
t o
f M

ill
er
 C
re
ek
 w
hi
ch
 is
 g
oi
ng
 to
 b
e 
en
or
m
ou
s,
 a
ll 
de
al
in
g 
w
ith
 s
om

e 
of
 th
e 

sa
m
e 
is
su
es
.  
I d
on
’t 
th
in
k 
w
e 
ca
n 
ta
ke
 o
ne
 p
ar
tic
ul
ar
 p
ar
t o
f i
t a
nd
 s
ay
 w
e 
ar
e 
go
in
g 
to
 ju
st
 b
ui
ld
 a
 

br
id
ge
 o
r j
us
t b
ui
ld
 th
e 
M
ill
er
 C
re
ek
 c
ha
ng
e.
  I
 th
in
k 
w
e 
ha
ve
 to
 lo
ok
 a
t t
he
 w
ho
le
 tr
an
sp
or
ta
tio
n 
sy
st
em

 
ar
ou
nd
 M
is
so
ul
a.
  W

e’
ve
 g
ot
 fo
ur
 a
ge
nc
ie
s 
in
 th
er
e 
th
at
 h
av
e 
be
en
 v
er
y 
re
lu
ct
an
t t
o 
do
 th
at
.  
I d
on
’t 
kn
ow
 

ho
w
 m
uc
h 
lo
ng
er
 e
ve
ry
bo
dy
 c
an
 b
ur
y 
th
ei
r h
ea
d 
in
 th
e 
sa
nd
 a
nd
 g
et
 a
w
ay
 fr
om

 d
ea
lin
g 
w
ith
 it
. 
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f
in

a
l 

e
n

v
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o
n

m
e

n
t
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c
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a

t
e

m
e

n
t

m
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r 
c
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e
k
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o
a
d

C
om

m
en

t 
#

 4
4
: 

G
en

e 
P

et
er

so
n

 
 (G
en
e 
P
et
er
so
n)
 3
32
0 
B
an
cr
of
t, 
M
is
so
ul
a,
 M
on
ta
na
.  
I d
id
n’
t w
an
t t
o 
sp
ea
k 
be
ca
us
e 
w
he
n 
yo
u 
cr
iti
ci
ze
 

so
m
eo
ne
, i
t m

ea
ns
 y
ou
 lo
os
e 
a 
fri
en
d 
an
d 
I n
ee
d 
al
l t
he
 C
hr
is
tm
as
 c
ar
ds
 I 
ca
n 
ge
t a
nd
 a
t m

y 
ag
e 
I n
ee
d 

si
x 
pe
op
le
 to
 h
el
p 
lif
t t
he
 b
as
ke
t. 
 F
rie
nd
s,
 y
ou
 s
ho
ul
d 
be
 e
m
ba
rr
as
se
d 
at
 th
is
 p
re
se
nt
at
io
n.
  T
he
 C
ity
, t
he
 

C
ou
nt
y,
 th
e 
S
ta
te
, a
nd
 th
e 
F
ed
er
al
 e
ng
in
ee
rs
 a
nd
 th
e 
D
ep
ar
tm
en
t o
f T
ra
ns
po
rta
tio
n 
ha
ve
 s
o 
ho
rr
ib
ly
 

m
es
se
d 
th
is
 u
p.
  I
’v
e 
ne
ve
r b
ee
n 
to
 a
 h
ea
rin
g 
an
d 
I’v
e 
be
en
 to
 a
 lo
t, 
w
he
re
 it
 is
 1
00
%
 a
ga
in
st
.  
O
bv
io
us
ly
 

yo
u 
di
dn
’t 
ta
lk
 to
 a
ny
bo
dy
.  
Y
ou
 h
av
en
’t 
do
ne
 y
ou
r 
jo
b.
  T
he
 b
es
t p
re
di
ct
or
 o
f t
he
 fu
tu
re
 is
 to
 lo
ok
 a
t t
he
 

pa
st
; i
t t
oo
k 
us
 p
ro
ba
bl
y 
20
 y
ea
rs
 to
 fu
nd
 a
nd
 p
la
n 
R
es
er
ve
 S
tr
ee
t, 
an
d 
R
es
er
ve
 S
tre
et
 w
as
 in
ad
eq
ua
te
 

fro
m
 th
e 
fir
st
 y
ea
r a
nd
 w
e 
no
w
 h
av
e 
th
e 
m
os
t d
an
ge
ro
us
 in
te
rs
ec
tio
n 
at
 R
es
er
ve
 a
nd
 M
ul
la
n 
th
at
 h
as
 

be
en
 b
ui
lt 
in
 th
e 
S
ta
te
.  
I l
iv
e 
on
 B
an
cr
of
t a
nd
 c
om

e 
up
 a
t 7
:4
5 
in
 th
e 
m
or
ni
ng
 o
n 
39

th
 S
tr
ee
t. 
 3
9t
h  
S
tr
ee
t 

at
 th
e 
to
p 
of
 th
e 
hi
ll 
at
 S
te
ve
ns
 is
 s
ol
id
 c
ar
s 
al
l t
he
 w
ay
 to
 W
al
-M
ar
t. 
 A
t 5
:3
0 
I’m
 th
e 
ot
he
r 
w
ay
 a
nd
 a
t t
he
 

to
p 
of
 th
e 
hi
ll 
it 
is
 s
ol
id
 c
ar
s 
ba
ck
 to
 th
e 
go
lf 
co
ur
se
 a
t t
he
 U
ni
ve
rs
ity
 a
nd
 th
os
e 
ar
e 
on
e 
la
ne
.  
I n
ot
ic
ed
 

th
e 
fir
e 
de
pa
rt
m
en
t a
t R
us
se
ll 
– 
ho
w
 c
an
 th
e 
fir
e 
de
pa
rtm

en
t g
et
 o
ut
 o
f t
he
re
 a
nd
 g
o 
to
 a
ny
 k
in
d 
of
 

em
er
ge
nc
y 
up
 o
r d
ow
n 
39

th
 a
nd
 w
e 
sp
en
t a
ll 
th
at
 m
on
ey
.  
B
ro
ad
w
ay
 is
 a
no
th
er
 o
ne
 fo
r y
ou
.  
T
ha
t i
s 
ba
d 

pl
an
ni
ng
; w
e 
ca
n’
t h
av
e 
it!
  T
hi
s 
is
 a
n 
ex
am

pl
e 
he
re
 –
 y
ou
 c
an
’t 
ru
n 
an
ot
he
r 
st
re
et
 p
ar
al
le
l t
o 
93
 a
nd
 

m
ak
e 
an
ot
he
r 9
3 
an
d 
pu
t a
 s
to
p 
lig
ht
 a
t B
rig
gs
.  
T
ha
t i
s 
ju
st
 a
 r
ea
lly
, r
ea
lly
 b
ad
 p
la
n!
  S
o 
I t
hi
nk
 y
ou
 c
an
 

ge
t a
n 
id
ea
 o
f w
ha
t i
s 
ha
pp
en
in
g 
he
re
.  
Y
ou
 w
ill
 b
e 
un
ha
pp
y 
w
ith
 m
e 
fo
r c
rit
ic
iz
in
g 
bu
t B
ill
 W
ic
km
an
 u
se
d 

to
 d
o 
a 
T
V
 a
d 
th
at
 s
ai
d 
“if
 th
at
 g
uy
 w
or
ke
d 
fo
r m

e,
 h
e 
w
ou
ld
n’
t w
or
k 
fo
r 
m
e.
”  
T
ha
t i
s 
w
ha
t i
s 
ha
pp
en
in
g 

he
re
.  
M
y 
fin
al
 q
ue
st
io
n 
w
ill
 b
e,
 a
re
 a
ll 
of
 th
e 
en
gi
ne
er
s 
di
sg
ru
nt
le
d 
B
ob
ca
ts
? 

R
es

p
on

se
 t

o 
C

om
m

en
t 

#
 4

4
 

 R
e
s
p
o
n
s
e
s
 t
o
 t
h
is
 c
o
m
m
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c
a
n
 b
e
 f
o
u
n
d
 u
n
d
e
r 
S
u
m
m
a
ry
 

R
e
s
p
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s
e
 i
s
s
u
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 l
e
tt
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B
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F
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H
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a
n
d
 I
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f
in

a
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e
n

v
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m
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n
t
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s
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n
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r 
c
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e
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o
a
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C
om

m
en
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#

 4
5
: 

H
al

 O
rt

 
 (H
al
 O
rt
) 5
50
 B
ig
 F
la
t R
oa
d,
 w
hi
ch
 is
 a
bo
ut
 a
 q
ua
rt
er
 m
ile
 u
p 
fro
m
 th
e 
in
te
rs
ec
tio
n 
w
ith
 R
iv
er
si
de
 R
oa
d 

w
hi
ch
 is
 ju
st
 th
e 
ot
he
r s
id
e 
of
 M
cC
la
y 
B
rid
ge
.  
I w
as
 p
le
as
ed
 th
at
 C
ha
rli
e 
B
ro
w
n 
re
m
in
de
d 
m
e 
ab
ou
t 

w
ha
t w
en
t o
n 
– 
he
 w
as
 ri
gh
t, 
th
er
e 
w
er
e 
a 
co
up
le
 o
f m

ee
tin
gs
 w
he
re
 h
e 
w
as
 lu
ck
y 
to
 g
et
 o
ut
 a
liv
e.
  T
he
n 

D
ic
k 
H
ai
ne
s 
re
m
in
de
d 
us
 a
bo
ut
 th
e 
th
in
gs
 w
e 
co
ns
id
er
ed
 w
he
n 
w
e 
ta
lk
ed
 a
bo
ut
 a
 b
rid
ge
 a
t B
lu
e 

M
ou
nt
ai
n 
R
oa
d.
  I
 d
on
’t 
kn
ow
 if
 y
ou
 a
ll 
ha
ve
 tr
av
el
ed
 d
ow
n 
B
lu
e 
M
ou
nt
ai
n 
R
oa
d 
fr
om

 9
3 
bu
t i
f y
ou
 th
in
k 

yo
u 
ar
e 
go
in
g 
to
 d
um

p 
a 
bu
nc
h 
of
 tr
af
fic
 fr
om

 9
3 
on
to
 B
lu
e 
M
ou
nt
ai
n 
R
oa
d,
 fo
rg
et
 it
.  
T
ha
t t
ra
ffi
c 
go
es
 

ov
er
 a
 o
ne
 la
ne
 b
rid
ge
 w
hi
ch
 g
oe
s 
in
 fr
on
t o
f T
ar
ge
t R
an
ge
 S
ch
oo
l w
hi
ch
 g
oe
s 
do
w
n 
S
ou
th
 A
ve
nu
e 
an
d 

pa
st
 a
 w
ho
le
 b
un
ch
 o
f p
riv
at
e 
re
si
de
nc
es
 a
nd
 c
hu
rc
he
s 
an
d 
th
in
gs
.  
It’
s 
go
od
 th
at
 it
 c
am

e 
up
 a
ga
in
 

be
ca
us
e 
yo
u 
m
ay
 h
av
e 
fo
rg
ot
te
n 
th
at
.  
T
he
n 
I l
oo
k 
at
 th
is
 o
th
er
 a
lte
rn
at
iv
e 
w
hi
ch
 is
n’
t g
oi
ng
 to
 w
or
k 

ei
th
er
.  
W
he
n 
it 
al
l s
ta
rte
d 
I g
ot
 a
 li
ttl
e 
pe
rtu
rb
ed
 a
nd
 I 
ca
n 
sy
m
pa
th
iz
e 
w
ith
 th
e 
C
ou
nt
ry
 C
lu
b 
pe
op
le
 o
n 

th
at
 b
ec
au
se
 th
is
 th
in
g 
is
 g
ro
w
in
g.
 W
e 
ju
st
 fo
un
d 
ou
t a
bo
ut
 it
 a
nd
 fo
un
d 
ou
t t
ha
t t
he
 s
tu
dy
 a
re
a 
di
dn
’t 

ev
en
 in
cl
ud
e 
ou
ts
id
e 
th
e 
B
itt
er
ro
ot
 R
iv
er
.  
S
o 
w
e 
w
er
en
’t 
in
cl
ud
ed
 in
 th
e 
st
ud
y 
ar
ea
 u
nt
il 
w
e 
sa
id
, “
yo
u 

th
in
k 
th
is
 is
 n
ot
 g
oi
ng
 to
 h
av
e 
an
 im
pa
ct
 o
n 
us
?”
  T
hi
ng
s 
go
t c
ha
ng
ed
 a
nd
 th
ey
 s
ta
rte
d 
in
cl
ud
in
g 
it 
in
 th
e 

st
ud
y 
ar
ea
 ju
st
 li
ke
 th
e 
O
ld
 9
3 
– 
th
ey
 g
o 
in
to
 th
at
 a
nd
 th
ey
 d
on
’t 
ev
en
 le
t t
he
 C
ou
nt
ry
 C
lu
b 
kn
ow
 th
at
 th
ey
 

ar
e 
no
w
 in
 th
e 
st
ud
y 
ar
ea
.  
I t
hi
nk
 y
ou
’v
e 
go
t t
o 
do
 s
om

e 
le
ar
ni
ng
 h
er
e 
be
ca
us
e 
yo
u 
ar
e 
m
ak
in
g 
th
e 

sa
m
e 
m
is
ta
ke
s 
yo
u 
m
ad
e 
to
 b
eg
in
 w
ith
.  
I j
us
t w
an
t t
o 
m
ak
e 
su
re
 y
ou
 d
on
’t 
fo
rg
et
 a
ll 
th
e 
th
in
gs
 w
e 
fo
un
d 

w
he
n 
w
e 
co
ns
id
er
ed
 th
at
 b
rid
ge
 le
ad
in
g 
tra
ffi
c 
on
to
 B
lu
e 
M
ou
nt
ai
n 
R
oa
d.
  T
ha
t i
s 
no
t a
 ro
ad
 th
at
 is
 g
oi
ng
 

to
 ta
ke
 a
 lo
t o
f t
ra
ffi
c 
an
d 
I l
oo
ke
d 
at
 th
e 
tra
ffi
c 
fo
re
ca
st
, a
t t
ha
t t
im
e 
I r
ea
lly
 q
ue
st
io
ne
d 
it,
 n
ow
 b
ef
or
e 

w
e’
ve
 d
on
e 
an
yt
hi
ng
 e
xc
ep
t p
av
ed
 B
lu
e 
M
ou
nt
ai
n 
R
oa
d,
 th
e 
tra
ffi
c 
do
w
n 
B
ig
 F
la
t R
oa
d 
an
d 
B
lu
e 

M
ou
nt
ai
n 
R
oa
d 
go
in
g 
ac
ro
ss
 a
 o
ne
-la
ne
 b
rid
ge
 –
 tr
af
fic
 n
ow
 a
t r
us
h 
ho
ur
 s
ta
ck
s 
up
 o
n 
ei
th
er
 s
id
e 
of
 

M
cC
la
y 
B
rid
ge
.  
If 
yo
u 
le
ad
 m
or
e 
tra
ffi
c 
on
, t
he
 k
id
s 
at
 T
ar
ge
t R
an
ge
 S
ch
oo
l a
re
 g
oi
ng
 to
 b
e 
pu
t i
nt
o 

je
op
ar
dy
.  
S
o 
fo
rg
et
 th
at
 a
lte
rn
at
iv
e 
to
o.
 

R
es

p
on

se
 t

o 
C

om
m

en
t 

#
 4

5
 

 R
e
s
p
o
n
s
e
s
 t
o
 t
h
is
 c
o
m
m
e
n
t 
c
a
n
 b
e
 f
o
u
n
d
 u
n
d
e
r 
S
u
m
m
a
ry
 

R
e
s
p
o
n
s
e
 i
s
s
u
e
 l
e
tt
e
rs
 A
, 
B
, 
D
, 
a
n
d
 F
. 

   

A
 

B
 

D
 

F
 

I 

------
: -----



   
C

om
m

en
ts

 
R

es
p
on

se
s 

A
 =

 R
e

fe
re

n
c
e

 n
u

m
b

e
r 

fo
r 

s
u

m
m

a
ry

 r
e

s
p

o
n

s
e

 i
s
s

u
e
  
  

 

A
p
p
en

d
ix

 E
: 

C
om

m
en

ts
 a

n
d
 R

es
p
on

se
s 

E
-7

3
 

f
in

a
l 

e
n

v
ir

o
n

m
e

n
t
a

l 
im

p
a

c
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c
re

e
k
 r

o
a
d

C
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m
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#

 4
6
: 

D
an

 C
ed

er
be

rg
 

 
(D
an
 C
ed
er
be
rg
) 
67
00
 D
rif
tw
oo
d,
 M
is
so
ul
a,
 M
T
, w
hi
ch
 is
 in
 R
av
en
w
oo
d 
w
hi
ch
 is
 ju
st
 

ea
st
 o
f L
in
da
 V
is
ta
.  
I’v
e 
liv
ed
 u
p 
th
er
e 
fo
r 
m
or
e 
th
an
 2
3 
ye
ar
s.
  B
ac
k 
in
 1
99
4 
I w
or
ke
d 

on
 th
e 
M
ill
er
 C
re
ek
 P
la
n.
  I
 w
as
 a
ct
ua
lly
 C
ha
irm

an
 o
f t
he
 P
ub
lic
 In
vo
lv
em

en
t 

C
om

m
itt
ee
.  
A
t t
ha
t t
im
e 
th
er
e 
w
er
e 
tw
o 
th
in
gs
 th
at
 w
er
e 
in
 th
e 
pl
an
.  
O
ne
 th
in
g 
w
as
 

th
at
 w
e 
ne
ed
ed
 a
 s
ec
on
d 
eg
re
ss
 fr
om

 M
ill
er
 C
re
ek
.  
T
ha
t c
am

e 
ou
t i
n 
th
e 
pl
an
 a
nd
 I’
ve
 

go
t t
he
 p
la
n 
he
re
, a
nd
 it
 is
 w
rit
te
n 
in
to
 th
e 
pl
an
.  
It 
w
as
 c
le
ar
, t
he
re
 w
as
 c
on
se
ns
us
 

ab
ou
t t
ha
t. 
 T
he
 s
ec
on
d 
th
in
g 
w
as
 w
e 
ne
ed
ed
 s
om

et
hi
ng
 d
on
e 
no
w
.  
W
e 
st
ar
te
d 
in
 

19
94
 a
nd
 w
e 
fin
is
he
d 
in
 1
99
7,
 w
e 
ar
e 
no
w
 in
 2
00
6 
an
d 
no
th
in
g 
ha
s 
be
en
 d
on
e.
  B
ac
k 

th
en
 w
he
n 
w
e 
lo
ok
ed
 a
t i
t, 
th
e 
br
id
ge
 a
t B
lu
e 
M
ou
nt
ai
n 
R
oa
d 
w
as
 tw
o 
to
 th
re
e 
m
ill
io
n 

do
lla
rs
 to
 b
ui
ld
.  
If 
I r
ea
d 
th
e 
pa
pe
r 
co
rr
ec
tly
, t
he
y 
ar
e 
ta
lk
in
g 
ab
ou
t $
42
 m
ill
io
n 
no
w
 to
 

do
 th
at
 a
lte
rn
at
iv
e.
  M

y 
co
m
m
en
t w
ou
ld
 b
e,
 le
t’s
 g
o 
ba
ck
 to
 w
ha
t w
e 
di
d.
  W

e 
di
d 
th
at
 

as
 a
 b
un
ch
 o
f c
iti
ze
ns
 fo
r 
fr
ee
 b
ac
k 
in
 1
99
4 
to
 1
99
7 
an
d 
w
e 
ca
m
e 
up
 w
ith
 a
n 
id
ea
 th
at
 

w
ou
ld
 w
or
k.
  T
he
y’
ve
 b
ee
n 
st
ud
yi
ng
 th
is
 n
ow
 a
nd
 th
ey
’v
e 
sp
en
t t
hr
ee
 m
ill
io
n 
on
 th
e 

st
ud
y 
an
d 
th
ey
 a
re
 g
oi
ng
 to
 s
pe
nd
 a
no
th
er
 tw
o 
m
ill
io
n.
  T
he
y 
ar
e 
sp
en
di
ng
 m
or
e 
on
 th
e 

st
ud
y 
th
an
 w
ha
t w
e 
co
ul
d 
ha
ve
 b
ui
lt 
th
e 
br
id
ge
 fo
r 
ba
ck
 in
 1
99
7 
an
d 
w
e 
co
ul
d 
ha
ve
 

be
en
 u
si
ng
 th
e 
br
id
ge
 fo
r 
te
n 
ye
ar
s.
  I
t i
s 
tim

e 
to
 d
o 
w
ha
t w
e 
sa
id
 w
ith
 th
is
 p
la
n 
th
at
 h
ad
 

a 
lo
t o
f p
ub
lic
 in
vo
lv
em

en
t b
ac
k 
in
 th
e 
19
90
s.
  L
et
’s
 b
ui
ld
 th
e 
br
id
ge
 a
t B
lu
e 
M
ou
nt
ai
n 

R
oa
d;
 g
et
 it
 d
on
e;
 g
et
 o
ur
 s
af
et
y 
eg
re
ss
 a
nd
 d
o 
it 
as
 s
oo
n 
as
 w
e 
ca
n 
be
fo
re
 it
 c
os
ts
 u
s 

$1
00
 m
ill
io
n.
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R
e
s
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u
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 l
e
tt
e
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B
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C
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D
, 
E
, 
a
n
d
 O
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    *
 5
7
: 
T
h
e
 $
4
2
 m

il
li
o
n
 p
la
n
n
in
g
 l
e
v
e
l 
c
o
s
t 
e
s
ti
m
a
te
 i
n
 t
h
e
 D
ra
ft
 E
IS
 f
o
r 

A
lt
e
rn
a
ti
v
e
 3
B
 i
n
c
lu
d
e
s
 c
o
n
s
tr
u
c
ti
o
n
, 
m
o
b
il
iz
a
ti
o
n
, 
ri
g
h
t-
o
f-
w
a
y
 c
o
s
ts
 a
s
 

w
e
ll
 a
s
 a
 c
o
n
ti
n
g
e
n
c
y
 f
a
c
to
r.
  
It
 i
s
 d
if
fi
c
u
lt
 t
o
 c
o
m
p
a
re
 t
h
is
 c
o
s
t 
w
it
h
 t
h
e
 

c
o
s
t 
y
o
u
 d
e
v
e
lo
p
e
d
 w
it
h
o
u
t 
k
n
o
w
in
g
 w
h
a
t 
y
o
u
r 
c
o
s
t 
in
c
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A = Reference number for summary response issue     

Appendix E: Comments and Responses E-75 

f i n a l  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  i m p a c t  s t a t e m e n t
miller creek road

Comment # 48: Paul B. Wilson 
(This comment letter was submitted and read aloud at the public hearing 
by Sarah Wilson and Karen Brakefield.) 

 
Response to Comment # 48 
 
Responses to this comment letter can be found under Summary 

Response issue letters B, D, F, and H. 
 
 

 
Comment # 49: We are aware that each lot in the Miller Creek area has 

been assessed for transportation improvements. The money collected is 
being held by the County in escrow and is currently approximately $1.7 
million.  The funds will be used by the County to make transportation 

improvements Miller Creek Road from the north “Y” to Briggs Street. These 
improvements are the No-Action Alternative improvements assumed along 
Miller Creek Road.  The project is in the design stage with a contract to 
build expected next summer. The County and City are working on an inter-
governmental agreement to use funds, since most of the land is in the 
City. 
 

 

 

 

 

 
* 49 
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October 17, 2006 

Dear Planners, 

lbis letter is in response to the Preferred Option plan for dealing with the incredible amounts of 
traffic now being funneled down Miller Creek Road because of the unbridled development that has been 
allowed to take place in the Miller Creek area over the last one and one-half decades. Literally thousands 
of new homes have been built in the Miller Creek area amounting in numbers to a city larger than 
Hamilton, Montana. This means that there are now tens of thousands of automobile trips passing out of 
Miller Creek Road onto Highway 93 that were not there previously. 

-lo 
For years we have been told that as a response to the privilege of being allowed enjoy the profits 

from these years of unrestricted development, the developers would be ultimately be required to provide a 
new exit from the Miller Creek area by building a bridge across the Bitterroot River. Now we are being 
presented with an alternative plan that would place a four-lane thoroughfare, a new service street and two 
stoplights in the lower section of Miller Creek Road, presumably providing the ability for even increased 
thousands of vehicles to pass in front of our homes. 

lbis plan is being proposed as the preferred plan since it is low impact and least expensive. I 
agree that it is low impact and least expensive for the deye)opers, but it is certainly neither low impact nor 
least cost for the Miller Creek three homeowners who live between Briggs and Mabelle. Not only does it 
place a four-lane thoroughfare in front of their houses, but als~t drives a new service street through their 
front yards eradicating landscaping, destroying property value't,"and directing traffic right in front of their 
windows. Worse, this service street ends in an intersection with Old Miller Creek Road, New Miller 
Creek Road (the thoroughfare) and Briggs that coul~ have only been planned in hell. Old Miller Creek 
Road and Briggs are funneled together only a few feet away from New Miller Creek Road in a manner 
that makes all of the traffic from the Mabelle area not only merge with that from Rio Vista but also do an 
immediate 180° turn ont~ew Miller Creek Road thoroughfare. I cannot imagine how this traffic flow 
can be managed, but I gu~ss we people in the neighborhood are expected to sort it out somehow on our 
own-small cost compared to allowing developers to escape unscathed with their hordes of gold. 

The truly tragic quality of this plan is that after all of the damage has been done to the quality of 
life of the three families, after the values of their properties have been inestimably lowered, and after their 
journey .to work has been elevated from miserable to excruciatingly hazardous, the solution is only 
temporary. Within another decade, developers will have continued to build new homes increasing traffic 
sufficient to overwhelm even four lanes. At that point a bridg~m!!..hl!Ye to be built anyway. But hey, 
with any kind ofluck by that time the developers will have gotten out of Dodge, their vast profits will be 
safely tucked into Swiss bank accounts, and they will be sipping a cool one on a beach in Cancun. Of 
course, the bill will have to be paid by our children and us. 

Sincerely, 

Paul B. Wilson 

I I II 1111111111111111111 
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o 

be
ca
us
e 
yo
u 
ar
e 
pa
yi
ng
 th
e 
bi
ll.
  I
 re
al
ly
 th
in
k 
it’
s 
be
en
 n
ec
es
sa
ry
 fo
r a
 lo
ng
 ti
m
e 
an
d 
it’
s 
ju
st
 a
no
th
er
 

ca
rt-
be
fo
re
-th
e-
ho
rs
e 
si
tu
at
io
n 
th
at
 w
e 
de
al
 w
ith
 in
 M
is
so
ul
a 
al
l t
he
 ti
m
e.
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 R
e
s
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n
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 t
o
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h
is
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o
m
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c
a
n
 b
e
 f
o
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n
d
 u
n
d
e
r 
S
u
m
m
a
ry
 

R
e
s
p
o
n
s
e
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s
s
u
e
 l
e
tt
e
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, 
D
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E
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d
 O
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c
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 r
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ts
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n
d
 R
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p
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se
s 

E
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f
in

a
l 

e
n

v
ir

o
n

m
e

n
t
a

l 
im

p
a

c
t
 
s

t
a

t
e

m
e

n
t

m
il
le

r 
c
re

e
k
 r

o
a
d

C
om

m
en

t 
#

 5
2
: 

K
at

h
y 

O
gr

en
 

 (K
at
hy
 O
gr
en
) 
34
95
 L
or
ra
in
e 
D
riv
e,
 w
hi
ch
 is
 u
p 
on
 th
e 
hi
ll.
  I
 h
av
e 
pr
ob
ab
ly
 m
or
e 
in
te
re
st
 th
an
 a
ny
on
e 
in
 

th
is
 b
ec
au
se
 A
lte
rn
at
iv
e 
5A
 e
nd
ed
 u
p 
in
 M
ill
er
 C
re
ek
 a
nd
 A
lte
rn
at
iv
e 
3B
 th
e 
on
e 
bi
g 
al
te
rn
at
iv
e 
in
 B
lu
e 

M
ou
nt
ai
n 
w
he
re
 th
e 
bi
g 
lo
op
 is
 –
 th
at
 is
 m
y 
pr
op
er
ty
 to
 th
e 
w
es
t o
f t
he
 H
ea
lth
 C
lu
b.
  W

he
n 
yo
u 
tu
rn
 o
n 

th
e 
P
re
fe
rr
ed
 A
lte
rn
at
iv
e,
  t
ha
t i
s 
m
y 
ga
s 
st
at
io
n 
on
 th
e 
co
rn
er
 a
nd
 th
en
 n
ex
t d
oo
r i
s 
B
itt
er
ro
ot
 M
ot
or
s.
  

T
he
re
 a
re
 m
an
y 
sa
fe
ty
 is
su
es
 b
ut
 m
y 
m
ai
n 
an
d 
on
ly
 is
su
e 
up
 h
er
e 
is
 a
 la
ck
 o
f p
la
nn
in
g 
by
 th
e 

go
ve
rn
m
en
t e
nt
iti
es
 in
 th
is
 s
ta
te
.  
W
ill
is
to
n,
 N
or
th
 D
ak
ot
a,
 w
he
re
 I’
m
 fr
om

, p
ut
 a
 b
yp
as
s 
ar
ou
nd
 o
ur
 li
ttl
e 

di
nk
y 
to
w
n 
45
 y
ea
rs
 a
go
.  
W
e 
al
w
ay
s 
pr
e-
pl
an
ne
d 
gr
ow
th
 a
nd
 a
ct
ed
 a
cc
or
di
ng
ly
.  
If 
yo
u 
go
 to
 

M
in
ne
ap
ol
is
, e
ve
ry
 s
in
gl
e 
th
or
ou
gh
fa
re
 h
as
 th
e 
gi
an
t b
re
ak
er
s 
m
ad
e 
ou
t o
f c
on
cr
et
e 
fo
r t
he
ir 
m
ai
n 
ro
ad
s 

to
 p
ro
te
ct
 th
e 
ne
ig
hb
or
ho
od
s 
fr
om

 n
oi
se
 a
nd
 s
o 
on
.  
S
ev
er
al
 m
on
th
s 
ag
o 
I w
as
 in
 th
is
 v
er
y 
sa
m
e 
ro
om

 
w
ith
 p
ro
ba
bl
y 
so
m
e 
of
 th
e 
sa
m
e 
pl
an
ne
rs
 a
nd
 th
e 
S
ta
te
 T
ra
ns
po
rta
tio
n 
B
oa
rd
 a
do
pt
in
g 
th
ei
r f
in
al
 p
la
n 
fo
r 

th
e 
ro
ad
 d
ow
n 
to
 L
ol
o.
  T
ha
t f
in
al
 p
la
n 
di
d 
no
t i
nc
lu
de
 ta
lk
in
g 
to
 a
ny
 o
f t
he
 s
ix
 b
us
in
es
se
s 
on
 th
e 
no
rth
 

si
de
 ri
gh
t p
as
t t
he
 H
ea
lth
 C
lu
b 
w
he
re
 th
e 
ac
ci
de
nt
 s
ig
n 
is
.  
N
ot
 o
ne
 b
us
in
es
s 
ha
d 
re
ce
iv
ed
 a
 le
tte
r t
ha
t 

th
ei
r e
nt
ra
nc
es
 w
er
e 
go
in
g 
to
 b
e 
cl
os
ed
.  
I p
er
so
na
lly
 w
al
ke
d 
an
d 
ta
lk
ed
 to
 a
ll 
of
 th
em

 –
 a
nd
 th
is
 w
as
 a
n 

ad
op
tio
n 
of
 a
 fi
na
l p
la
n.
  W

e 
do
n’
t n
ee
d 
to
 r
eh
as
h 
R
es
er
ve
 S
tr
ee
t. 
 I 
liv
ed
 in
 F
re
nc
ht
ow
n 
at
 th
e 
tim
e 
an
d 

m
y 
hu
sb
an
d 
w
or
ke
d 
at
 B
itt
er
ro
ot
 M
ot
or
s 
an
d 
by
 th
e 
tim

e 
th
ey
 g
ot
 d
on
e 
re
ha
sh
in
g 
th
at
, t
he
 tw
o-
la
ne
 w
as
 

th
e 
co
st
 o
f w
ha
t t
he
 fo
ur
-la
ne
 w
ou
ld
 h
av
e 
be
en
 o
rig
in
al
ly
 p
ro
po
se
d.
  S
o 
I’m

 ju
st
 h
er
e 
to
 b
e 
in
 a
gr
ee
m
en
t 

w
ith
 D
ic
k 
H
ai
ne
s.
  S
om

ew
he
re
, s
om

eh
ow
, s
om

et
im
e 
w
e 
ha
ve
 to
 r
ea
liz
e 
w
e 
ha
ve
 to
 c
on
ne
ct
 o
ut
 to
 

H
ig
hw
ay
 9
3 
to
 th
e 
no
rt
he
rn
 e
nd
 o
f o
ur
 c
ity
 g
oi
ng
 u
p 
to
 G
la
ci
er
 a
nd
 g
oi
ng
 o
ut
 to
 S
po
ka
ne
.  
T
he
 s
oo
ne
r 

w
e 
pl
an
 th
at
 a
nd
 p
re
-p
la
n 
an
d 
do
 th
at
, t
he
 b
et
te
r o
ff 
ev
er
yo
ne
 is
 g
oi
ng
 to
 b
e.
  T
o 
m
e 
th
is
 a
lte
rn
at
iv
e 
is
 

go
in
g 
to
 w
ip
e 
ou
t m

y 
pa
rk
in
g 
sp
ot
s 
th
at
 b
el
on
g 
to
 th
e 
st
at
e 
an
yw
ay
, t
ha
t’s
 fi
ne
.  
It 
is
 g
oi
ng
 to
 c
re
at
e 
a 
lo
t 

of
 tr
af
fic
 b
ut
 w
he
re
 is
 it
 g
oi
ng
 to
 g
o?
   
It 
is
 g
oi
ng
 to
 g
o 
to
 R
es
er
ve
 S
tr
ee
t. 
 S
o 
w
e 
ge
t t
o 
ta
ke
 a
 le
ft 
an
d 

w
he
re
 is
 it
 g
oi
ng
 to
 g
o?
  I
t i
s 
go
in
g 
to
 g
o 
to
 th
e 
sa
m
e 
pl
ac
e 
as
 w
he
n 
yo
u 
w
er
e 
ta
ki
ng
 a
 le
ft 
be
fo
re
 –
 a
t 

le
as
t I
 b
el
ie
ve
.  
It 
is
 ju
st
 g
oi
ng
 to
 g
o 
rig
ht
 d
ow
n 
to
 w
he
re
 a
ll 
th
os
e 
bl
oc
ks
 a
re
 a
nd
 r
ig
ht
 o
n 
do
w
n 
th
e 
ro
ad
.  

W
e 
ne
ed
 s
om

e 
fo
re
th
ou
gh
t, 
so
m
e 
lo
ng
-te
rm
 th
in
ki
ng
.  
I’m
 s
o 
tir
ed
 o
f a
 s
ta
te
 th
at
 s
pe
nd
s 
…
 if
 I 
tr
y 
an
d 

re
gu
rg
ita
te
 th
e 
m
ill
io
ns
 w
e 
sp
en
t o
n 
M
al
fu
nc
tio
n 
Ju
nc
tio
n,
 I 
w
ou
ld
 b
e 
si
ck
 –
 w
e 
co
ul
d 
ha
ve
 h
ad
 a
 

C
ad
ill
ac
 o
ve
rp
as
s.
  W

e 
ne
ed
 s
om

e 
lo
ng
-te
rm
 p
la
nn
in
g 
an
d 
so
m
et
hi
ng
 th
at
 is
 re
as
on
ab
le
. 
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f
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a
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e
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m
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n
t
a

l 
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t
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t
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m
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n
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c
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e
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o
a
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C
om

m
en

t 
#

 5
3
: 

M
ar

ga
re

t 
C

h
u
rc

h
w

el
l 

 (M
ar
ga
re
t C
hu
rc
hw
el
l) 
67
20
 L
in
da
 V
is
ta
 B
lv
d.
  I
 h
av
e 
gr
an
dc
hi
ld
re
n 
th
at
 a
re
 g
oi
ng
 a
nd
 h
av
e 
go
ne
 to
 th
e 

sc
ho
ol
 h
er
e.
  T
o 
pu
t a
 fo
ur
-la
ne
 r
oa
d 
th
er
e 
…
 w
he
n 
W
al
-M
ar
t s
ta
rte
d 
th
e 
m
ai
n 
is
su
e 
w
as
 th
e 
sc
ho
ol
 a
nd
 

th
ey
 k
ep
t a
fte
r i
t a
nd
 a
fte
r i
t u
nt
il 
th
ey
 g
ot
 th
e 
W
al
-M
ar
t t
he
re
.  
W
ha
t’s
 h
ap
pe
ne
d 
no
w
 is
 th
er
e 
is
 n
o 

pl
an
ni
ng
 in
 th
is
 c
ity
 a
t a
ll 
fo
r r
oa
ds
.  
W
e 
ha
ve
 p
eo
pl
e 
co
m
in
g 
ar
ou
nd
 n
ow
 to
 g
et
 a
w
ay
 fr
om

 M
al
fu
nc
tio
n 

Ju
nc
tio
n 
an
d 
no
w
 th
ey
 c
om

e 
up
 3
9t
h  
S
tre
et
.  
T
he
 p
eo
pl
e 
go
in
g 
to
 th
e 
B
itt
er
ro
ot
 b
ec
au
se
 th
ey
 d
on
’t 
w
an
t 

to
 g
o 
th
ro
ug
h 
th
e 
st
op
 li
gh
t a
t R
es
er
ve
, t
he
y 
ar
e 
co
m
in
g 
up
 th
ro
ug
h 
ou
r 
ne
ig
hb
or
ho
od
 to
 g
o 
ou
t o
nt
o 

M
ill
er
 C
re
ek
 s
o 
th
ey
 c
an
 u
se
 th
e 
lig
ht
 th
er
e.
  B
ec
au
se
 w
e 
st
op
pe
d 
th
em

 fr
om

 g
oi
ng
 o
n 
39

th
 S
tr
ee
t –
 w
e 

m
ad
e 
a 
w
ay
 s
o 
th
ey
 c
an
’t 
tu
rn
 to
 th
e 
le
ft 
th
er
e 
an
d 
ca
n 
on
ly
 tu
rn
 ri
gh
t, 
so
 th
e 
on
ly
 p
la
ce
 th
ey
 c
an
 g
o 
is
 u
p 

th
ro
ug
h 
th
e 
ne
ig
hb
or
ho
od
s.
  I
f y
ou
 s
ee
 th
e 
lo
ng
 li
ne
 o
f t
ra
ffi
c 
on
 B
rig
gs
 n
ow
 to
 g
o 
up
 th
e 
B
itt
er
ro
ot
, t
he
n 

w
ha
t h
av
e 
w
e 
do
ne
? 
 W
e’
ve
 c
re
at
ed
 th
is
 m
es
s.
  Y
ou
 h
av
e 
to
 th
in
k 
ab
ou
t w
ha
t y
ou
 a
re
 d
oi
ng
.  
I g
o 
ou
t 

R
es
er
ve
 to
 w
or
k 
an
d 
if 
I l
ea
ve
 a
t 7
:0
5 
I c
an
 m
ak
e 
it 
to
 w
or
k 
in
 1
5 
m
in
ut
es
, b
ut
 if
 I 
le
av
e 
la
te
r 
th
an
 th
at
 it
 

ta
ke
s 
m
e 
on
e 
ha
lf 
ho
ur
 to
 g
et
 a
cr
os
s 
th
is
 to
w
n 
an
d 
it 
is
n’
t t
ha
t b
ig
.  
S
o 
yo
u 
ha
ve
 to
 s
to
p 
an
d 
th
in
k 
be
fo
re
 

yo
u 
st
ar
t b
ui
ld
in
g 
th
in
gs
.  
M
al
fu
nc
tio
n 
Ju
nc
tio
n 
is
 a
 ty
pi
ca
l e
xa
m
pl
e 
of
 w
ha
t h
ap
pe
ns
 in
 M
is
so
ul
a;
 th
ey
 

bu
ild
 s
om

et
hi
ng
 a
nd
 it
 d
oe
sn
’t 
w
or
k 
so
 p
eo
pl
e 
st
ar
t t
ak
in
g 
al
te
rn
at
e 
ro
ut
es
 to
 g
et
 a
 r
ou
nd
 th
e 
ci
ty
 a
nd
 

th
en
 th
at
 c
au
se
s 
m
or
e 
pr
ob
le
m
s.
 

R
es

p
on

se
 t

o 
C

om
m

en
t 

#
 5

3
 

 R
e
s
p
o
n
s
e
s
 t
o
 t
h
is
 c
o
m
m
e
n
t 
c
a
n
 b
e
 f
o
u
n
d
 u
n
d
e
r 
S
u
m
m
a
ry
 

R
e
s
p
o
n
s
e
 i
s
s
u
e
 l
e
tt
e
rs
 F
, 
H
, 
I,
 L
, 
a
n
d
 O
. 

   

F
 

H
 I L
 

O
 

I 

------
: -----



   
C

om
m

en
ts

 
R

es
p
on

se
s 

A
 =

 R
e

fe
re

n
c
e

 n
u

m
b

e
r 

fo
r 

s
u

m
m

a
ry

 r
e

s
p

o
n

s
e

 i
s
s

u
e
  
  

 

A
p
p
en

d
ix

 E
: 

C
om

m
en

ts
 a

n
d
 R

es
p
on

se
s 

E
-8

0
 

f
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a
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e
n

v
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o
n

m
e

n
t
a

l 
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p
a

c
t
 
s

t
a

t
e

m
e

n
t

m
il
le

r 
c
re

e
k
 r

o
a
d

C
om

m
en

t 
#

 5
4
: 

E
il
ee

n
 O

rt
 

 (E
ile
en
 O
rt)
 5
50
 B
ig
 F
la
t R
oa
d.
 I 
w
ou
ld
 li
ke
 to
 p
ut
 a
 li
ttl
e 
in
flu
en
ce
 o
n 
th
is
.  
I d
o 
w
an
t t
o 
m
en
tio
n 
th
at
 I 
fe
el
 

so
rr
y 
fo
r y
ou
 fr
om

 th
e 
st
an
dp
oi
nt
 o
f n
ot
 h
av
in
g 
be
en
 n
ot
ifi
ed
.  
W
he
n 
th
e 
ve
ry
 fi
rs
t m

ee
tin
g 
ca
m
e 
up
 a
bo
ut
 

co
m
in
g 
ac
ro
ss
 B
lu
e 
M
ou
nt
ai
n 
R
oa
d 
ou
r a
re
a 
ha
d 
no
 n
ot
ifi
ca
tio
n.
  W

e 
on
ly
 h
ea
rd
 o
f i
t b
y 
w
or
d 
of
 m
ou
th
 

an
d,
 y
es
, w
e 
w
er
e 
qu
ite
 a
ng
ry
 b
ec
au
se
 th
er
e 
is
 a
 w
ho
le
 a
re
a,
 te
n 
m
ile
s 
of
 o
pe
n 
ar
ea
 fr
om

 9
3 
he
ad
in
g 

w
es
t a
nd
 w
e 
w
er
e 
ve
ry
 c
on
ce
rn
ed
 s
o 
w
e 
w
er
e 
ve
ry
 a
ct
iv
e.
  W

e 
ar
e 
st
ill
 in
 th
e 
ru
nn
in
g 
in
 m
an
y 
w
ay
s 
in
 

th
at
 a
re
a.
 O
ne
 la
dy
 ju
st
 s
po
ke
 a
bo
ut
 p
eo
pl
e 
co
m
in
g 
th
ro
ug
h 
he
r a
re
a 
on
 3
9t
h  
S
tre
et
, w
e 
ha
ve
 e
xa
ct
ly
 th
e 

sa
m
e 
th
in
g 
co
m
in
g 
of
f R
es
er
ve
 S
tr
ee
t, 
co
m
in
g 
of
f a
t 3

rd
 c
om

in
g 
ac
ro
ss
 th
e 
si
ng
le
 la
ne
 b
rid
ge
, g
oi
ng
 o
n 

R
iv
er
 P
in
es
 R
oa
d 
an
d 
th
en
 h
ea
di
ng
 o
ut
 to
 9
3 
be
ca
us
e 
pe
op
le
 d
on
’t 
w
an
t t
o 
go
 th
ro
ug
h 
th
e 
lig
ht
s.
  T
he
y 

ar
e 
al
so
 h
ea
di
ng
 o
ut
 B
lu
e 
M
ou
nt
ai
n 
R
oa
d 
an
d 
B
ig
 F
la
t R
oa
d,
 M
ul
la
n,
 s
o 
w
e 
ar
e 
ge
tti
ng
 a
 tr
em

en
do
us
 

tra
ffi
c 
co
m
in
g 
th
ro
ug
h 
B
ig
 F
la
t R
oa
d 
w
hi
ch
 is
 a
 v
er
y,
 v
er
y 
na
rr
ow
 r
oa
d 
an
d 
ve
ry
 d
an
ge
ro
us
 in
 th
e 

w
in
te
rti
m
e.
  W

e 
al
l h
av
e 
ou
r p
et
 a
nx
ie
ty
 a
bo
ut
 w
ho
 is
 g
oi
ng
 to
 c
om

e 
th
ro
ug
h 
an
d 
pu
t i
n 
br
id
ge
s,
 w
ho
 is
 

no
t g
oi
ng
 to
 h
av
e 
br
id
ge
s,
 a
nd
 w
ho
 is
 g
oi
ng
 to
 h
av
e 
ac
ce
ss
 to
 th
e 
ar
ea
.  
I f
ee
l w
e 
do
 n
ee
d 
to
 g
et
 th
e 

C
ity
, t
he
 S
ta
te
, a
nd
 th
e 
C
ou
nt
y 
to
 ta
lk
 to
 a
ll 
of
 u
s 
– 
ge
t o
ur
 ro
ad
s 
bu
ilt
 a
nd
 th
en
 g
et
 th
e 
de
ve
lo
pm

en
t. 
 

T
he
 d
ev
el
op
m
en
t h
as
 b
ee
n 
le
t t
o 
go
 w
ild
.  
It 
is
 a
lm
os
t a
s 
if 
th
e 
C
ou
nt
y,
 th
e 
S
ta
te
 a
nd
 e
ve
ry
bo
dy
 a
re
 

af
ra
id
 o
f d
ev
el
op
er
s;
 ju
st
 s
ta
nd
 u
p 
to
 d
ev
el
op
er
s.
  M

ay
be
 th
er
e 
ar
e 
st
at
e 
ru
le
s 
ab
ou
t i
t b
ut
 s
til
l y
ou
 c
an
 

pu
t i
n 
a 
m
or
at
or
iu
m
 u
nt
il 
yo
u 
ge
t t
he
 in
fra
st
ru
ct
ur
e.
  W

e 
ar
e 
al
l a
ffe
ct
ed
.  
I h
at
e 
to
 s
ee
 M
ill
er
 C
re
ek
 

fe
el
in
g 
th
at
 th
e 
pe
op
le
 o
ve
r o
n 
B
ig
 F
la
t R
oa
d 
do
n’
t w
an
t y
ou
 to
 h
av
e 
ac
ce
ss
 o
ut
.  
W
el
l w
e 
do
, w
e 
w
an
t 

ac
ce
ss
 o
ut
.  
T
he
 n
ex
t p
la
ce
 th
at
 is
 g
oi
ng
 to
 b
e 
hi
t b
y 
de
ve
lo
pm

en
t w
an
ts
 a
cc
es
s 
ou
t a
nd
 th
e 
on
ly
 p
eo
pl
e 

w
ho
 c
an
 g
iv
e 
us
 a
ny
 k
in
d 
of
 a
 p
la
n 
ha
pp
en
s 
to
 b
e 
th
e 
S
ta
te
, t
he
 C
ou
nt
y,
 th
e 
C
ity
.  
G
et
 th
em

 to
 w
or
k 
w
ith
 

us
 p
le
as
e.
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c
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5
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K
en

 R
ol

fe
 

 (K
en
 R
ol
fe
) 4
82
5 
Lo
w
er
 M
ill
er
 C
re
ek
 R
oa
d.
  O
ur
 n
ei
gh
bo
rs
 a
nd
 o
ur
se
lv
es
 h
av
e 
be
en
 in
 th
is
 p
ro
ce
ss
 fo
r 

w
el
l o
nt
o 
12
 y
ea
rs
.  
I r
ec
al
l a
 fe
w
 y
ea
rs
 a
go
 w
he
n 
th
e 
T
ar
ge
t R
an
ge
 p
eo
pl
e 
w
er
e 
in
cl
ud
ed
 in
 th
e 

di
sc
us
si
on
s 
an
d 
w
e 
w
el
co
m
ed
 th
em

 w
ith
 o
pe
n 
ar
m
s 
an
d 
I w
ou
ld
 r
ea
lly
 li
ke
 to
 w
el
co
m
e 
th
e 
m
em

be
rs
 o
f 

th
e 
M
is
so
ul
a 
C
ou
nt
ry
 C
lu
b 
fo
r t
he
ir 
in
vo
lv
em

en
t. 
 W
e 
ne
ed
 a
ll 
th
e 
su
pp
or
t w
e 
ca
n 
ge
t a
nd
 w
e 
ap
pr
ec
ia
te
 

yo
ur
 s
up
po
rt.
  I
 s
up
po
rt 
th
e 
br
id
ge
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 c
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c
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m
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n
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r 
c
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e
k
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a
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C
om
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en
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#
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6
: 

R
ob

er
t 

C
ol

e 
 (R
ob
er
t C
ol
e)
 4
80
5 
M
ill
er
 C
re
ek
 R
oa
d.
  I
 w
as
 a
 li
ttl
e 
di
sa
pp
oi
nt
ed
 th
at
 th
e 
T
ar
ge
t  
R
an
ge
 o
rg
an
iz
at
io
n 

w
en
t a
lo
ng
 w
ith
 A
lte
rn
at
iv
e 
R
oa
d 
ju
st
 b
ec
au
se
 I 
w
ou
ld
 h
at
e 
on
e 
of
 th
em

 h
av
e 
to
 e
m
pt
y 
th
ei
r w
ho
le
 a
re
a 

ju
st
 o
n 
S
ou
th
 A
ve
nu
e 
or
 ju
st
 o
n 
3r
d  
S
tr
ee
t. 
 It
 w
ou
ld
n’
t b
e 
fa
ir 
to
 th
em

 a
nd
 it
 is
n’
t f
ai
r t
o 
us
.  
I w
ou
ld
 li
ke
 

th
em

 to
 s
ay
, m

ay
be
 c
ho
os
e 
A
lte
rn
at
iv
e 
2B
 –
 th
at
 d
oe
sn
’t 
br
in
g 
th
e 
br
id
ge
 a
cr
os
s 
to
 B
lu
e 
M
ou
nt
ai
n.
  Y
es
 

it 
m
ig
ht
 c
on
ne
ct
 to
 a
 b
yp
as
s 
so
m
et
im
e 
bu
t n
ot
 fo
r 
a 
lo
ng
, l
on
g 
tim
e.
  L
ik
e 
ev
er
yb
od
y 
ha
s 
sa
id
 th
e 
m
on
ey
 

an
d 
ge
tti
ng
 th
e 
st
at
e 
an
d 
ev
er
yb
od
y 
m
ov
in
g,
 it
 p
ro
ba
bl
y 
w
ou
ld
n’
t e
ve
r h
ap
pe
n 
un
fo
rtu
na
te
ly
.  
I r
ea
lly
 

th
in
k 
w
e 
ne
ed
 to
 g
et
 to
ge
th
er
, e
ve
ry
bo
dy
 h
as
 to
 g
et
 to
ge
th
er
 a
nd
 ta
lk
 to
 e
ac
h 
ot
he
r 
an
d 
fig
ur
e 
ou
t w
ha
t 

is
 b
es
t f
or
 e
ve
ry
bo
dy
 in
 c
er
ta
in
 s
itu
at
io
ns
.  
T
ar
ge
t R
an
ge
, I
 h
op
e 
yo
u 
ne
ve
r 
go
 in
to
 th
e 
C
ity
.  
I’m
 n
ot
 

go
in
g 
to
 c
om

e 
up
 a
nd
 te
ll 
yo
u 
th
at
 y
ou
 s
ho
ul
dn
’t 
be
 g
oi
ng
 in
to
 th
e 
ci
ty
 s
o 
yo
u 
ca
n 
ge
t s
ew
er
s.
  P
le
as
e 

do
n’
t t
el
l u
s 
th
at
 th
is
 p
la
n 
is
 b
es
t f
or
 u
s 
ju
st
 b
ec
au
se
 y
ou
 d
on
’t 
w
an
t i
t. 
 T
he
 b
rid
ge
 is
 w
ha
t w
e 
ne
ed
, w
ha
t 

w
e 
w
an
t, 
an
d 
co
m
e 
ta
lk
 to
 u
s 
be
fo
re
 y
ou
 m
ak
e 
de
ci
si
on
s 
fo
r t
he
se
 p
eo
pl
e 
th
ro
ug
h 
yo
ur
 in
flu
en
ce
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m
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n
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e
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C
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m
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t 
#

 5
7
: 

C
ar

l 
T

h
om

p
so

n
 

 (C
ar
l T
ho
m
ps
on
) 
32
21
 H
el
en
a 
D
riv
e.
  T
hi
s 
is
 g
oi
ng
 to
 b
e 
a 
lit
tle
 b
it 
of
f t
he
 s
ub
je
ct
 o
f t
he
 n
ig
ht
 b
ut
 th
er
e 

ha
ve
 b
ee
n 
a 
lo
t o
f c
om

m
en
ts
 a
bo
ut
 th
e 
la
ck
 o
f p
la
nn
in
g 
an
d 
so
 o
n 
in
 th
e 
co
m
m
un
ity
 fr
om

 a
 

tra
ns
po
rta
tio
n 
po
in
t o
f v
ie
w
.  
I c
an
 te
ll 
yo
u 
si
nc
e 
I’v
e 
be
en
 p
ar
t o
f i
t f
or
 a
 lo
ng
 ti
m
e,
 th
er
e 
ar
e 

op
po
rt
un
iti
es
 fo
r a
ll 
of
 u
s 
to
 p
ar
tic
ip
at
e 
in
 th
e 
tr
an
sp
or
ta
tio
n 
pl
an
s 
fo
r t
he
 c
om

m
un
ity
.  
I d
o 
kn
ow
 th
at
 w
e 

ha
ve
 in
 th
e 
la
st
 tw
o 
tr
an
sp
or
ta
tio
n 
pl
an
s 
w
e’
ve
 tr
ie
d 
to
 d
ev
el
op
, w
e 
w
en
t i
n 
w
ith
 th
e 
pr
em

is
e 
to
 tr
y 
an
d 

de
ve
lo
p 
an
d 
im
pr
ov
e 
th
e 
ar
te
ria
l a
nd
 c
ol
le
ct
or
 s
ys
te
m
s 
th
ro
ug
ho
ut
 th
e 
co
m
m
un
ity
 a
nd
 a
ls
o 
to
 lo
ok
 a
t 

ne
w
 a
rte
ria
l s
ys
te
m
s 
th
at
 c
ou
ld
 g
o 
in
 a
nd
 w
or
k 
w
ith
 th
e 
co
m
m
un
ity
.  
W
ha
t h
ap
pe
ne
d 
on
 th
os
e 

tra
ns
po
rta
tio
n 
pl
an
s 
is
 th
at
 v
er
y 
w
el
l o
rg
an
iz
ed
, w
el
l s
po
ke
n 
m
in
or
ity
 p
eo
pl
e 
ca
m
e 
ou
t a
nd
 h
ig
h-
ja
ck
ed
 

th
e 
pr
oc
es
s 
an
d 
w
e 
en
de
d 
up
 w
ith
 a
 r
ea
l d
iv
er
se
 k
in
d 
of
 a
 n
ei
gh
bo
rh
oo
d 
tr
af
fic
 c
on
tro
l t
ra
ns
po
rt
at
io
n 

pl
an
 th
at
 n
ev
er
 d
id
 a
dd
re
ss
 th
e 
bi
g 
pi
ct
ur
e 
fo
r t
he
 c
om

m
un
ity
.  
W
e 
ar
e 
se
ei
ng
 a
 le
ss
on
 o
f t
ha
t t
od
ay
 a
nd
 

w
e 
ar
e 
go
in
g 
to
 s
ee
 it
 in
 th
e 
fu
tu
re
, b
ut
 I 
w
ou
ld
 li
ke
 to
 in
vi
te
 a
ll 
of
 y
ou
 w
ith
 in
te
re
st
 to
 lo
ok
 fo
r 
th
e 
ne
xt
 

tra
ns
po
rta
tio
n 
pl
an
 a
nd
 p
ar
tic
ip
at
e 
in
 it
.  
T
ha
t i
s 
w
he
re
 th
in
gs
 c
om

e 
to
ge
th
er
.  
It 
is
 n
ot
 w
ha
t h
ap
pe
ns
 

to
da
y 
it 
is
 w
ha
t i
s 
go
in
g 
to
 h
ap
pe
n 
in
 te
n 
ye
ar
s.
  B
ut
 y
ou
 h
av
e 
to
 b
e 
pa
rt
 o
f t
he
 p
la
nn
in
g 
pr
oc
es
s 
an
d 

sp
ea
k 
up
 a
nd
 n
ot
 a
llo
w
 th
e 
pl
an
s 
to
 g
et
 d
iv
er
te
d 
by
 li
ttl
e 
sp
ec
ia
l i
nt
er
es
ts
 th
at
 d
on
’t 
se
e 
th
e 
w
ho
le
 

co
m
m
un
ity
 a
nd
 th
e 
w
ho
le
 c
om

m
un
ity
 n
ee
ds
.  
Y
ou
r w
or
k 
is
 g
re
at
 b
ut
 I 
re
al
ly
 d
is
ag
re
e 
w
ith
 th
e 
P
re
fe
rr
ed
 

A
lte
rn
at
iv
e.
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t
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n
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m
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r 
c
re

e
k
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o
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C
om

m
en

t 
#

 5
8
: 

D
on

 P
er

is
in

i 
 (D
on
 P
er
is
in
i) 
48
00
 E
ve
rg
re
en
 R
oa
d.
  W

e 
liv
e 
no
rth
 o
f t
he
 r
iv
er
 a
nd
 w
e 
fe
lt 
fro
m
 th
e 
be
gi
nn
in
g 
th
at
 M
ill
er
 

C
re
ek
 R
oa
d 
ha
d 
to
 b
e 
up
gr
ad
ed
.  
I a
gr
ee
 w
ith
 y
ou
 p
eo
pl
e 
th
at
 th
is
 is
 w
ay
 m
or
e 
th
an
 w
ha
t s
ee
m
s 
to
 b
e 

ca
lle
d 
fo
r. 
 T
he
 b
rid
ge
 a
cr
os
s 
th
e 
riv
er
, I
 u
nd
er
st
an
d 
yo
ur
 p
oi
nt
.  
M
os
t o
f u
s 
no
rth
 o
f t
he
 r
iv
er
 w
ou
ld
n’
t 

ha
ve
 a
ny
 p
ro
bl
em

 w
ith
 A
lte
rn
at
iv
e 
2B
 –
 th
at
 w
ou
ld
 b
e 
th
e 
br
id
ge
 th
at
 c
ro
ss
es
 o
ve
r p
re
tty
 m
uc
h 
th
e 

ce
nt
er
 o
f t
he
 p
op
ul
at
io
n 
in
 M
ill
er
 C
re
ek
 ri
gh
t n
ow
.  
I b
el
ie
ve
 th
at
 if
 th
er
e 
is
 e
ve
r g
oi
ng
 to
 b
e 
a 
st
ud
y 
m
ad
e 

an
d 
a 
pl
an
 to
 tr
av
el
 a
cr
os
s 
th
is
 v
al
le
y 
on
 H
ig
hw
ay
 9
3 
to
 r
ea
lly
 re
lie
ve
 tr
af
fic
, I
 b
el
ie
ve
 A
lte
rn
at
iv
e 
2B
 is
 

pr
ob
ab
ly
 in
 th
e 
rig
ht
 v
ic
in
ity
.  
T
ha
t a
ga
in
 is
 li
ke
 p
ut
tin
g 
th
e 
ca
rt 
be
fo
re
 th
e 
ho
rs
e.
  I
n 
ot
he
r w
or
ds
 w
e 

sh
ou
ld
 h
av
e 
a 
pl
an
 a
nd
 th
en
 p
ut
 th
e 
br
id
ge
 in
.  
I t
hi
nk
 th
at
 is
 w
ha
t w
e’
ve
 m
ai
nt
ai
ne
d 
al
l t
he
 ti
m
e.
  B
lu
e 

M
ou
nt
ai
n 
R
oa
d 
cr
os
si
ng
 is
 n
ot
 th
e 
rig
ht
 o
ne
.  
B
lu
e 
M
ou
nt
ai
n 
R
oa
d 
is
 th
e 
cr
os
si
ng
 th
ey
 p
ic
ke
d 
in
 1
99
4 

w
ith
ou
t t
al
ki
ng
 to
 a
ny
bo
dy
 –
 a
 fe
w
 p
eo
pl
e 
pi
ck
ed
.  
I b
el
ie
ve
 th
at
 a
s 
a 
ta
xp
ay
er
 it
 h
as
 lo
ts
 a
nd
 lo
ts
 o
f 

pr
ob
le
m
s 
be
ca
us
e 
ev
en
tu
al
ly
 if
 y
ou
 a
re
 g
oi
ng
 to
 m
ak
e 
a 
by
pa
ss
 o
ut
 o
f B
lu
e 
M
ou
nt
ai
n 
B
ig
 F
la
t R
oa
d,
 

th
er
e 
is
 ju
st
 a
 tr
em

en
do
us
 a
m
ou
nt
 o
f c
os
t. 
 S
o 
if 
a 
br
id
ge
 g
oe
s 
in
 it
 s
ho
ul
d 
in
 a
nd
 ti
e 
in
to
 s
om

et
hi
ng
 th
at
 

w
ou
ld
 s
ol
ve
 th
e 
tr
an
sp
or
ta
tio
n 
pr
ob
le
m
s 
do
w
n 
th
e 
ro
ad
 a
nd
 I 
th
in
k 
A
lte
rn
at
iv
e 
2B
 is
 th
e 
rig
ht
 s
po
t a
nd
 

th
er
e 
ar
e 
a 
lo
t o
f p
eo
pl
e 
th
at
 I’
ve
 ta
lk
ed
 to
 th
at
 b
el
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ve
 th
e 
sa
m
e 
th
in
g.
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m

es
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u
ll
oc

k
 

 (J
am

es
 B
ul
lo
ck
) 2
61
5 
C
ar
di
na
l D
riv
e,
 M
is
so
ul
a,
 M
T
.  
I w
an
t t
o 
co
m
m
en
t o
n 
A
lte
rn
at
iv
e 
5A
 w
hi
ch
 is
 th
e 

P
re
fe
rr
ed
 A
lte
rn
at
iv
e.
  I
t l
oo
ks
 to
 m
e 
th
at
 w
e 
ar
e 
go
in
g 
to
 h
av
e 
an
 a
re
a 
th
at
 lo
ok
s 
lik
e 
a 
C
hr
is
tm
as
 tr
ee
 li
t 

up
 w
ith
 tr
af
fic
 li
gh
ts
.  
I d
on
’t 
th
in
k 
th
at
 is
 th
e 
al
te
rn
at
iv
e 
w
e 
w
an
t r
ig
ht
 n
ow
 o
th
er
 th
an
 th
e 
tr
af
fic
 li
gh
ts
 a
nd
 

th
e 
ne
w
 ro
ut
e 
ar
ou
nd
 H
ig
hw
ay
 9
3 
w
hi
ch
 o
bv
io
us
ly
 th
at
 s
ec
tio
n 
of
 ro
ad
 is
 g
oi
ng
 to
 h
av
e 
to
 b
e 
up
gr
ad
ed
.  

I t
hi
nk
 th
is
 is
 a
 s
ho
rt-
si
gh
te
d 
so
lu
tio
n 
to
 a
 p
ro
bl
em

 th
at
 is
 lo
ng
 ra
ng
e.
  I
 r
ea
lly
 th
in
k 
w
e 
ne
ed
 a
no
th
er
 e
xi
t 

ou
t o
f U
pp
er
 a
nd
 L
ow
er
 M
ill
er
 C
re
ek
 to
 H
ig
hw
ay
 9
3.
  I
 d
on
’t 
th
in
k 
th
at
 L
ow
er
 M
ill
er
 C
re
ek
 R
oa
d 
an
d 

H
ig
hw
ay
 9
3 
is
 g
oi
ng
 to
 b
e 
th
e 
so
lu
tio
n.
   

 S
ec
on
da
ry
 to
 th
at
 I 
kn
ow
 th
at
 W
al
-M
ar
t i
s 
go
in
g 
to
 p
ut
 in
 a
 s
up
er
 s
to
re
 a
nd
 th
e 
tr
af
fic
 is
 g
oi
ng
 to
 in
cr
ea
se
 

th
er
e.
  Y
ou
 k
no
w
 to
 a
 lo
t o
f p
eo
pl
e,
 a
nd
 to
 th
e 
st
at
e 
hi
gh
w
ay
 d
ep
ar
tm
en
t m

ay
be
 it
 lo
ok
s 
gr
ea
t, 
bu
t w
e 

liv
e 
in
 th
e 
ne
ig
hb
or
ho
od
, t
ra
ffi
c 
is
 g
et
tin
g 
co
ng
es
te
d,
 a
nd
 I 
do
n’
t t
hi
nk
 th
is
 is
 th
e 
so
lu
tio
n.
  I
’ll
 g
o 
on
 r
ec
or
d 

w
ith
 th
at
.  
T
ha
nk
 y
ou
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ra

d
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an
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(B
ra
d 
D
an
tic
) 
40
19
 B
el
le
cr
es
t D
riv
e,
 M
is
so
ul
a,
 M
T
 5
98
01
.  
I a
m
 c
om

m
en
tin
g 
in
 p
ar
t b
ec
au
se
 th
is
 

ye
ar
 I 
am

 th
e 
P
re
si
de
nt
 o
f t
he
 M
is
so
ul
a 
C
ou
nt
ry
 C
lu
b 
an
d 
th
is
 y
ea
r, 
20
06
, I
 re
al
iz
ed
 th
at
 s
om

e 
al
te
rn
at
iv
es
 w
er
e 
be
in
g 
co
ns
id
er
ed
 fo
r t
he
 D
ra
ft 
E
IS
 th
at
 w
er
e 
go
in
g 
to
 h
av
e 
a 
dr
am

at
ic
 n
eg
at
iv
e 

ef
fe
ct
 o
n 
th
e 
C
ou
nt
ry
 C
lu
b.
 

 W
e 
or
ig
in
al
ly
 fe
el
 th
at
 w
e 
w
er
e 
no
t a
ffo
rd
ed
 th
e 
op
po
rt
un
ity
 to
 p
ar
tic
ip
at
e 
in
 th
e 
E
IS
 p
ro
ce
ss
, t
he
 

N
E
P
A
 p
ro
ce
ss
.  
W
e 
fe
el
 th
at
 w
ay
 b
ec
au
se
, i
n 
pa
rt
, o
f t
he
 o
rig
in
al
 d
es
cr
ip
tio
n 
of
 th
e 
st
ud
y 
ar
ea
 a
s 

yo
u 
go
 th
ro
ug
h 
al
l t
he
 p
ub
lic
 in
fo
rm
at
io
n.
  F
irs
t y
ou
 g
o 
th
e 
F
ed
er
al
 R
eg
is
te
r.
  T
he
 F
ed
er
al
 R
eg
is
te
r 

sa
ys
 th
at
 th
e 
st
ud
y 
ar
ea
 b
eg
in
s 
ne
ar
 th
e 
in
te
rs
ec
tio
n 
of
 M
ill
er
 C
re
ek
 R
oa
d 
an
d 
U
S
 9
3 
an
d 
th
er
e 
is
 a
 

de
sc
rip
tio
n 
of
 th
e 
st
ud
y 
ar
ea
.  
A
 d
es
cr
ip
tio
n 
of
 th
e 
st
ud
y 
ar
ea
 is
 a
ls
o 
in
cl
ud
ed
 in
 N
ew
sl
et
te
r N
o.
 1
 th
at
 

w
as
 s
en
t t
o 
ar
ea
 r
es
id
en
ts
 in
 M
ar
ch
 o
f 2
00
3.
  T
he
 M
is
so
ul
a 
C
ou
nt
ry
 C
lu
b 
w
as
 n
ot
 in
cl
ud
ed
 in
 th
at
 

m
ai
lin
g.
  T
he
 p
ub
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he
d 
no
tic
e 
of
 a
 h
ea
rin
g 
in
 M
ar
ch
 o
f 2
00
3 
an
d 
ag
ai
n 
w
hi
le
 th
e 
no
tic
e 
w
as
 

pu
bl
is
he
d 
in
 th
e 
M
is
so
ul
ia
n 
th
e 
bo
un
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rie
s 
th
at
 a
re
a 
de
sc
rib
ed
 in
 th
e 
no
tic
e 
di
d 
no
t i
nc
lu
de
 O
ld
 

H
ig
hw
ay
 9
3.
  S
o 
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se
d 
on
 th
at
 n
ot
ic
e 
w
e 
ha
d 
no
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so
n 
to
 c
om

m
en
t b
ec
au
se
 o
ur
 a
re
a 
w
as
 n
ot
 

im
pa
ct
ed
 b
y 
th
e 
N
E
P
A
 p
ro
ce
ss
 a
nd
 th
e 
E
nv
iro
nm

en
ta
l I
m
pa
ct
 S
ta
te
m
en
t. 
 T
he
n 
at
 a
 p
ub
lic
 s
co
pi
ng
 

m
ee
tin
g 
he
ld
 o
n 
M
ar
ch
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6,
 2
00
3,
 th
er
e 
w
as
 a
 q
ue
st
io
n 
– 
qu
es
tio
n 
nu
m
be
r 
12
 in
 th
e 
lis
t o
f q
ue
st
io
ns
 

is
 lo
ca
te
d 
on
 p
ag
e 
3 
of
 6
 a
nd
 s
ay
s,
 “
H
ow
 w
as
 th
e 
st
ud
y 
ar
ea
 b
ou
nd
ar
y 
es
ta
bl
is
he
d?
”  
T
he
 a
ns
w
er
 

gi
ve
n 
by
 th
e 
F
ed
er
al
 H
ig
hw
ay
 A
dm

in
is
tra
tio
n 
is
 th
at
 th
e 
pu
rp
os
e 
an
d 
ne
ed
 o
f t
hi
s 
pr
oj
ec
t i
s 
to
 p
ro
vi
de
 

a 
se
co
nd
 a
cc
es
s 
to
 H
ig
hw
ay
 9
3 
th
en
 th
ey
 d
es
cr
ib
e 
ho
w
 th
e 
bo
un
da
rie
s 
w
er
e 
es
ta
bl
is
he
d.
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le
 c
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cl
us
io
n 
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 a
nd
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he
d 
no
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e 
is
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at
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e 
in
te
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 w
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 a
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en
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y 
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se
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nd
 a
cc
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s 
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in
t i
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th
e 
M
ill
er
 C
re
ek
 a
re
a.
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in
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a 
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ld
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ig
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ay
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 o
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F
H
W
A
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t o
ut
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 p
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 in
fo
rm
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io
n 
pa
ck
et
 a
nd
 th
e 
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ve
r p
ag
e 
of
 th
e 
in
fo
rm
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io
n 

pa
ck
et
 s
ho
w
s 
a 
vi
su
al
 d
ep
ic
tio
n 
of
 th
e 
st
ud
y 
ar
ea
 a
nd
 O
ld
 H
ig
hw
ay
 9
3 
is
 e
xc
lu
de
d 
fro
m
 th
e 
pr
oj
ec
t 

ar
ea
.  
T
he
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, w
e 
ha
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no
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so
n 
to
 c
om

m
en
t o
r b
ec
om

e 
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er
ne
d 
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 th
at
 p
oi
nt
 a
bo
ut
 w
ha
t w
as
 

be
in
g 
pr
op
os
ed
 w
hi
ch
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 a
 s
ec
on
d 
ac
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ss
 p
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nt
 to
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e 
M
ill
er
 C
re
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 a
re
a 
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a 
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id
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s 
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er
ro
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iv
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3,
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00
3,
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ue
st
io
n 
nu
m
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r 1
1,
 w
hi
ch
 is
 o
n 
3 
of
 6
, s
ay
s,
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ha
t i
s 
th
e 
pl
an
 to
 im
pr
ov
e 
ca
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ci
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 o
r a
lte
rn
at
iv
e 
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pa
ci
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 o
f B
ro
ok
s 
an
d 
R
es
er
ve
 S
tr
ee
ts
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  T
he
 

F
ed
er
al
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ig
hw
ay
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in
is
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tio
n’
s 
an
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m
od
ifi
ca
tio
ns
 to
 B
ro
ok
s 
an
d 
R
es
er
ve
 S
tre
et
s 

in
cl
ud
in
g 
th
e 
in
te
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ec
tio
n 
of
 th
os
e 
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o 
hi
gh
w
ay
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eg
m
en
ts
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re
 b
ey
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d 
th
e 
sc
op
e 
of
 th
is
 p
ro
je
ct
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o 

ag
ai
n,
 b
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ed
 o
n 
in
fo
rm
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io
n 
pr
ov
id
ed
 b
y 
th
e 
F
H
W
A
, w
e 
ha
d 
no
 r
ea
so
n 
to
 b
el
ie
ve
 th
at
 w
e 
w
er
e 
go
in
g 

to
 b
e 
af
fe
ct
ed
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y 
th
is
 p
ro
je
ct
 b
ec
au
se
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e 
F
ed
er
al
 H
ig
hw
ay
 A
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in
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tra
tio
n’
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n 
w
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ds
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sc
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 th
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pr
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t. 
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ga
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 o
f 6
 o
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ha
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ue
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io
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ha
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th
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an
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r d
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in
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l o
f t
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 tr
af
fic
 c
om

in
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of
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f t
hi
s 
pr
oj
ec
t o
nt
o 
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an
d 
R
es
er
ve
 S
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s?
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A
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H
W
A
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od
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ca
tio
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an
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R
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er
ve
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g 
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ay
 

se
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en
ts
 a
re
 b
ey
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d 
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e 
sc
op
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pr
oj
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 b
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e
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o
le
s
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ig
h
t 
a
n
d
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in
e
 a
n
d
 t
h
e
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ig
h
th
 a
n
d
 n
in
th
 h
o
le
 t
e
e
 

b
o
x
e
s
 o
r 
fa
ir
w
a
y
s
 w
o
u
ld
 n
o
t 
b
e
 i
m
p
a
c
te
d
 w
it
h
 t
h
e
 O
ld
 U
S
 9
3
 

im
p
ro
v
e
m
e
n
ts
. 
T
h
e
 g
re
e
n
s
, 
h
o
le
s
, 
te
e
 b
o
x
e
s
, 
o
r 
fa
ir
w
a
y
s
 w
e
re
 n
e
v
e
r 

im
p
a
c
te
d
. 
 T
h
e
 v
e
g
e
ta
ti
v
e
 h
e
d
g
e
 w
il
l 
b
e
 p
re
s
e
rv
e
d
 w
h
e
re
 p
o
s
s
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le
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s
e
e
 

a
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o
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e
s
p
o
n
s
e
 I
s
s
u
e
s
 F
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n
d
 G
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E
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u
b
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c
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e
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w
 p
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o
d
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s
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h
e
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o
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a
l 

m
il
e
s
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n
e
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n
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h
e
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E
P
A
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ro
c
e
s
s
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h
e
re
 p
ro
je
c
t 
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n
d
in
g
s
 a
re
 p
ro
v
id
e
d
 t
o
 t
h
e
 

p
u
b
li
c
 a
n
d
 t
h
e
 p
u
b
li
c
 i
s
 g
iv
e
n
 t
h
e
 o
p
p
o
rt
u
n
it
y
 t
o
 r
e
v
ie
w
 a
n
d
 p
ro
v
id
e
 

c
o
m
m
e
n
t 
o
n
 t
h
e
 p
ro
je
c
t 
p
ro
p
o
s
a
l 
(s
e
e
 a
ls
o
 R
e
s
p
o
n
s
e
 I
s
s
u
e
 B
).
 T
h
e
 M
il
le
r 

C
re
e
k
 R
o
a
d
 E
IS
 p
ro
c
e
s
s
 b
e
g
a
n
 i
n
 e
a
rl
y
 2
0
0
3
 a
n
d
 i
s
 a
n
ti
c
ip
a
te
d
 t
o
 c
o
n
c
lu
d
e
 

in
 e
a
rl
y
 2
0
0
8
. 
 I
n
c
lu
s
io
n
 o
f 
O
ld
 U
S
 9
3
 w
it
h
 A
lt
e
rn
a
ti
v
e
 5
A
 w
a
s
 p
re
s
e
n
te
d
 a
t 

th
e
 J
u
n
e
 2
0
0
4
 p
u
b
li
c
 m

e
e
ti
n
g
, 
a
n
d
 i
n
c
lu
s
io
n
 o
f 
O
ld
 U
S
 9
3
 w
it
h
 a
ll
 b
u
il
d
 

a
lt
e
rn
a
ti
v
e
s
 w
a
s
 p
re
s
e
n
te
d
 a
t 
th
e
 M
a
rc
h
 2
0
0
6
 p
u
b
li
c
 m

e
e
ti
n
g
 a
n
d
 i
n
 t
h
e
 

D
E
IS
, 
p
u
b
li
s
h
e
d
 i
n
 S
e
p
te
m
b
e
r 
2
0
0
6
. 
A
c
c
o
rd
in
g
 t
o
 t
h
e
 p
u
b
li
c
 m

e
e
ti
n
g
 s
ig
n
-

in
 s
h
e
e
ts
, 
th
e
 M
is
s
o
u
la
 C
o
u
n
tr
y
 C
lu
b
 G
e
n
e
ra
l 
M
a
n
a
g
e
r,
 N
e
il
 M
ic
h
e
ls
o
n
, 

a
tt
e
n
d
e
d
 t
h
e
 M
a
rc
h
 2
0
0
6
 p
u
b
li
c
 m

e
e
ti
n
g
. 
A
t 
th
is
 m

e
e
ti
n
g
 t
h
e
re
 w
a
s
 n
o
 

a
p
p
a
re
n
t 
c
o
n
tr
o
v
e
rs
y
 r
e
la
te
d
 t
o
 t
h
e
 O
ld
 U
S
 9
3
 p
ro
p
o
s
e
d
 i
m
p
ro
v
e
m
e
n
ts
. 
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 r
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c
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m
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e
il
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ic
h
e
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o
n
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e
 M
a
rc
h
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0
0
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m
e
e
ti
n
g
 r
e
g
a
rd
in
g
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s
s
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m
p
a
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h
e
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o
lf
 c
o
u
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e
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e
d
g
e
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c
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t p
oi
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is
so
ul
a 
C
ou
nt
ry
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lu
b 
to
 b
ec
om

e 
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lv
ed
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ot
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 a
ffe
ct
ed
 b
y 
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e 
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e 
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t g
et
 n
ot
ic
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es
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 s
ur
ve
y 
w
hi
ch
 in
di
ca
te
s 
th
at
 th
e 
pu
rp
os
e 
of
 th
e 
M
ill
er
 

C
re
ek
 R
oa
d 
pr
oj
ec
t i
s 
to
 p
ro
vi
de
 a
 s
af
e 
se
co
nd
ar
y 
ac
ce
ss
 to
 th
e 
M
ill
er
 C
re
ek
 a
re
a 
an
d 
ac
ce
ss
 to
 U
S
 

93
.  
T
he
y 
co
nd
uc
te
d 
a 
su
rv
ey
 a
nd
 I 
di
re
ct
 y
ou
r a
tte
nt
io
n 
to
 p
ag
e 
3 
of
 th
e 
S
um

m
ar
y 
of
 K
ey
 R
es
ul
ts
 a
nd
 

fig
ur
e 
tw
o 
sh
ow
s 
th
e 
ar
ea
s 
su
rv
ey
ed
.  
W
he
n 
yo
u 
lo
ok
 a
t a
re
a 
th
re
e,
 it
 is
 a
bs
ol
ut
el
y 
un
eq
ui
vo
ca
lly
 c
le
ar
 

th
at
 O
ld
 H
ig
hw
ay
 9
3 
w
as
 n
ot
 in
cl
ud
ed
 in
 th
e 
pu
bl
ic
 o
pi
ni
on
 s
ur
ve
y.
  T
he
n 
th
e 
pu
bl
is
he
d 
no
tic
e 
fo
r 

P
ub
lic
 W
or
ks
ho
p 
N
o.
 4
, w
hi
ch
 w
as
 h
el
d 
N
ov
em

be
r 1
3,
 2
00
3,
 th
e 
pu
bl
ic
 n
ot
ic
e 
sh
ow
s 
th
e 
st
ud
y 
ar
ea
 o
f 

th
e 
pr
oj
ec
t a
nd
 a
ga
in
 in
 N
ov
em

be
r 
of
 2
00
3 
th
e 
st
ud
y 
ar
ea
 d
id
 n
ot
 in
cl
ud
e 
O
ld
 H
ig
hw
ay
 9
3.
 

   T
ur
ni
ng
 to
 th
e 
D
ra
ft 
E
nv
iro
nm

en
ta
l I
m
pa
ct
 S
ta
te
m
en
t –
 th
e 
D
ra
ft 
E
IS
 o
n 
pa
ge
 1
-4
, f
ig
ur
e 
1-
3,
 

su
dd
en
ly
 in
cl
ud
es
 O
ld
 H
ig
hw
ay
 9
3 
in
 th
e 
pr
oj
ec
t a
re
a.
  S
o 
on
e 
of
 th
e 
ob
je
ct
io
ns
 w
e 
ha
ve
 to
 th
e 
co
nt
en
t 

of
 th
e 
D
ra
ft 
E
IS
 is
 th
at
 F
ig
ur
e 
1-
3 
is
 in
co
ns
is
te
nt
 w
ith
 th
e 
pu
bl
ic
 re
co
rd
 a
nd
 th
e 
in
fo
rm
at
io
n 
th
at
 h
ad
 

be
en
 p
ro
vi
de
d 
to
 th
e 
pu
bl
ic
 th
ro
ug
ho
ut
 th
e 
E
IS
 p
ro
je
ct
, s
pe
ci
fic
al
ly
 O
ld
 H
ig
hw
ay
 9
3 
w
as
 n
ot
 p
ar
t o
f t
he
 

st
ud
y 
ar
ea
.  
N
o 
su
rv
ey
s 
ha
d 
be
en
 d
on
e 
of
 th
e 
la
nd
ow
ne
rs
 a
ffe
ct
ed
 b
y 
O
ld
 H
ig
hw
ay
 9
3,
 th
e 
M
is
so
ul
a 

C
ou
nt
ry
 C
lu
b 
ha
s 
no
t b
ee
n 
co
nt
ac
te
d,
 w
e 
w
er
e 
no
t o
n 
m
ai
lin
g 
lis
ts
 n
or
 w
er
e 
th
e 
co
m
m
er
ci
al
 

bu
si
ne
ss
es
 lo
ca
te
d 
ad
ja
ce
nt
 to
 O
ld
 H
ig
hw
ay
 9
3.
   

 In
 a
dd
iti
on
 to
 th
e 
st
ud
y 
ar
ea
, a
 s
ec
on
d 
ge
ne
ra
l c
om

m
en
t w
e 
ha
ve
 is
 th
at
 w
e 
di
sa
gr
ee
 w
ith
 th
e 

sp
en
di
ng
 o
f t
he
 C
on
gr
es
si
on
al
 e
ar
m
ar
k 
fo
r e
xp
an
si
on
 o
f s
ur
fa
ce
 a
rte
ria
l s
tr
ee
ts
 b
ec
au
se
 th
e 

C
on
gr
es
si
on
al
 e
ar
m
ar
k 
w
as
 n
ev
er
 fo
r 
th
at
 p
ur
po
se
.  
T
he
 C
on
gr
es
si
on
al
 e
ar
m
ar
k 
w
as
 to
 c
on
du
ct
 w
as
 

an
 E
nv
iro
nm

en
ta
l I
m
pa
ct
 S
ta
te
m
en
t t
o 
id
en
tif
y 
a 
se
co
nd
 a
cc
es
s 
po
in
t, 
an
 a
lte
rn
at
iv
e 
fo
r a
 s
ec
on
d 

ac
ce
ss
 to
 th
e 
M
ill
er
 C
re
ek
 a
re
a.
  T
ha
t w
as
 th
e 
ba
si
s 
up
on
 w
hi
ch
 th
e 
fu
nd
s 
w
er
e 
so
lic
ite
d 
fro
m
 

C
on
gr
es
s 
an
d 
th
at
 is
 th
e 
ba
si
s 
up
on
 w
hi
ch
 C
on
gr
es
s 
ap
pr
op
ria
te
d 
th
e 
$5
 m
ill
io
n.
  S
o 
w
e 
be
lie
ve
 th
at
 

an
y 
us
e 
of
 th
e 
$5
 m
ill
io
n 
fo
r 
pr
oj
ec
ts
 th
at
 d
o 
no
t i
nc
lu
de
 o
r 
ar
e 
no
t c
on
si
st
en
t w
ith
 th
e 
C
on
gr
es
si
on
al
 

ea
rm
ar
k,
 w
hi
ch
 is
 to
 p
ro
vi
de
 a
 s
ec
on
d 
ac
ce
ss
 p
oi
nt
 to
 th
e 
M
ill
er
 C
re
ek
 a
re
a,
 a
re
 o
ut
si
de
 th
e 
sc
op
e 
of
 

th
e 
C
on
gr
es
si
on
al
 e
ar
m
ar
k 
an
d 
is
 a
n 
in
ap
pr
op
ria
te
 u
se
 o
f f
ed
er
al
 fu
nd
s.
  I
n 
th
at
 r
eg
ar
d 
I w
ou
ld
 d
ire
ct
 

yo
ur
 a
tte
nt
io
n 
to
 a
 c
ou
pl
e 
of
 p
ub
lic
 d
oc
um

en
ts
 th
at
 a
re
 in
cl
ud
ed
 in
 th
e 
pu
bl
ic
 re
co
rd
 a
nd
 a
re
 in
cl
ud
ed
 

on
 th
e 
w
eb
si
te
 o
f t
he
 M
ill
er
 C
re
ek
 D
ra
ft 
E
nv
iro
nm

en
ta
l I
m
pa
ct
 S
ta
te
m
en
t. 
 T
he
 fi
rs
t p
ub
lic
 d
oc
um

en
t 

th
at
 d
em

on
st
ra
te
s 
th
is
 is
 a
 Q
 &
 A
 a
t a
 P
ub
lic
 S
co
pi
ng
 M
ee
tin
g 
he
ld
 o
n 
M
ar
ch
 2
6,
 2
00
3.
  Q
ue
st
io
n 
N
o.
 

15
 a
sk
s,
 “p
le
as
e 
ex
pl
ai
n 
ho
w
 th
e 
C
on
gr
es
si
on
al
 e
ar
m
ar
k 
ca
n 
be
 s
pe
nt
 a
nd
 o
n 
w
ha
t.”
  T
he
 a
ns
w
er
 

pr
ov
id
ed
 b
y 
th
e 
F
H
W
A
 is
 th
at
 th
e 
ea
rm
ar
ke
d 
fu
nd
s 
ca
n 
be
 s
pe
nt
 o
n 
th
e 
E
nv
iro
nm

en
ta
l I
m
pa
ct
 

S
ta
te
m
en
t a
nd
 th
e 
pr
el
im
in
ar
y 
de
si
gn
 fo
r a
 s
ec
on
d 
ac
ce
ss
 fo
r L
ow
er
 M
ill
er
 C
re
ek
 R
oa
d 
to
 U
S
 9
3.
  

T
he
re
fo
re
 w
e 
be
lie
ve
 th
at
 it
 is
 a
n 
in
ap
pr
op
ria
te
 u
se
 o
f t
he
 C
on
gr
es
si
on
al
 e
ar
m
ar
k 
to
 s
pe
nd
 th
e 
fu
nd
s 

fo
r p
ro
je
ct
s 
th
at
 d
o 
no
t i
nc
lu
de
 a
nd
 a
re
 n
ot
 d
ire
ct
ly
 r
el
at
ed
 to
 a
 s
ec
on
d 
ac
ce
ss
 p
oi
nt
 to
 M
ill
er
 C
re
ek
.  
In
 

th
e 
P
re
fe
rr
ed
 A
lte
rn
at
iv
e 
5A
 th
at
 is
 c
ur
re
nt
ly
 in
cl
ud
ed
 in
 th
e 
D
ra
ft 
E
IS
 d
oe
s 
no
t i
nc
lu
de
 a
 s
ec
on
d 

ac
ce
ss
 p
oi
nt
 to
 th
e 
M
ill
er
 C
re
ek
 a
re
a 
an
d 
th
er
ef
or
e 
an
y 
us
e 
of
 fu
nd
s 
w
ou
ld
 b
e 
in
co
ns
is
te
nt
 w
ith
 th
e 

C
on
gr
es
si
on
al
 e
ar
m
ar
k.
   

 

R
es

p
on

se
 t

o 
C

om
m

en
t 

#
 6

0
 (

co
n

ti
n

u
ed

) 
                 *
 6
2
: 
T
h
e
 a
p
p
ro
p
ri
a
ti
o
n
 o
f 
fe
d
e
ra
l 
fu
n
d
s
 f
o
r 
tr
a
n
s
p
o
rt
a
ti
o
n
 i
m
p
ro
v
e
m
e
n
ts
 

re
q
u
ir
e
s
 t
h
a
t 
th
e
 N
a
ti
o
n
a
l 
E
n
v
ir
o
n
m
e
n
ta
l 
P
o
li
c
y
 A
c
t 
(N
E
P
A
) 
p
ro
c
e
s
s
 b
e
 

fo
ll
o
w
e
d
. 
N
E
P
A
 r
e
q
u
ir
e
s
 t
h
a
t 
a
 r
a
n
g
e
 o
f 
re
a
s
o
n
a
b
le
 a
lt
e
rn
a
ti
v
e
s
 b
e
 

d
e
v
e
lo
p
e
d
 a
n
d
 e
v
a
lu
a
te
d
, 
a
n
d
 r
e
a
s
o
n
a
b
le
 a
lt
e
rn
a
ti
v
e
s
 c
a
n
n
o
t 
b
e
 

c
o
n
s
tr
a
in
e
d
 b
a
s
e
d
 o
n
 t
h
e
 i
n
te
n
t 
o
f 
a
 C
o
n
g
re
s
s
io
n
a
l 
a
p
p
ro
p
ri
a
ti
o
n
. 
 T
h
re
e
 

b
ri
d
g
e
 a
lt
e
rn
a
ti
v
e
s
 w
e
re
 f
u
ll
y
 e
v
a
lu
a
te
d
 i
n
 t
h
e
 E
IS
. 
(A
ls
o
 r
e
fe
r 
to
 R
e
s
p
o
n
s
e
 

Is
s
u
e
 B
, 
u
n
d
e
r 
“P
u
rp
o
s
e
 o
f 
C
o
n
g
re
s
s
io
n
a
l 
A
p
p
ro
p
ri
a
ti
o
n
.”
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a

c
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A
no
th
er
 w
ay
 to
 il
lu
st
ra
te
 h
ow
 O
ld
 H
ig
hw
ay
 9
3 
ex
pa
ns
io
n 
is
 in
co
ns
is
te
nt
 w
ith
 th
e 
pr
op
os
al
 is
 to
 s
im
pl
y 

lo
ok
 a
t t
he
 Q
&
A
 fo
r P
ub
lic
 M
ee
tin
g 
N
o.
 2
 h
el
d 
on
 M
ay
 2
1,
 2
00
3,
 Q
ue
st
io
n 
N
o.
 3
 o
n 
pa
ge
 1
 o
f 6
.  
 

T
he
re
 w
as
 a
 q
ue
st
io
n 
ra
is
ed
 a
bo
ut
 th
e 
G
ha
rr
et
t c
on
ne
ct
or
 a
nd
 it
 w
as
 b
ad
 fo
r s
ev
er
al
 r
ea
so
ns
, o
ne
 o
f 

w
hi
ch
 th
e 
F
H
W
A
 s
ai
d,
 “
af
te
r a
 te
ch
ni
ca
l r
ev
ie
w
 o
f t
he
 G
ha
rr
et
t a
lte
rn
at
iv
e 
or
 th
e 
G
ha
rr
et
t c
on
ne
ct
or
, 

th
e 
pr
oj
ec
t t
ea
m
 h
as
 d
et
er
m
in
ed
 th
at
 th
is
 a
lte
rn
at
iv
e 
do
es
 n
ot
 m
ee
t t
he
 p
ur
po
se
 a
nd
 n
ee
d 
fo
r t
he
 

pr
oj
ec
t o
r 
th
e 
co
nd
iti
on
s 
st
ip
ul
at
ed
 in
 th
e 
fu
nd
in
g 
ea
rm
ar
k,
 i.
e.
, a
 s
ec
on
d 
ac
ce
ss
 in
to
 th
e 
M
ill
er
 C
re
ek
 

ar
ea
.”
  T
he
 im
po
rta
nc
e 
of
 th
is
 is
 th
at
 it
 d
em

on
st
ra
te
s 
th
at
 e
ve
n 
if 
th
e 
pu
rp
os
e 
an
d 
ne
ed
 is
 c
ha
ng
ed
 

as
 th
e 
F
H
W
A
 h
as
 d
on
e 
in
 th
is
 c
as
e 
– 
in
 th
e 
m
id
dl
e 
of
 th
e 
pr
oc
es
s 
th
ey
 c
ha
ng
ed
 th
e 
pu
rp
os
e 
an
d 

ne
ed
 –
 e
ve
n 
if 
yo
u 
ch
an
ge
 th
e 
pu
rp
os
e 
an
d 
ne
ed
 it
 d
em

on
st
ra
te
s 
th
at
 th
e 
co
nd
iti
on
s 
st
ip
ul
at
ed
 in
 th
e 

fu
nd
in
g 
ea
rm
ar
k 
is
 to
 p
ro
vi
de
 a
 s
ec
on
d 
ac
ce
ss
 in
to
 th
e 
M
ill
er
 C
re
ek
 a
re
a.
  T
ha
t i
s 
w
ha
t h
as
 b
ee
n 

ex
pl
ai
ne
d 
to
 th
e 
pu
bl
ic
 a
nd
 th
at
 is
 th
e 
ba
si
s 
up
on
 w
hi
ch
 th
e 
pu
bl
ic
 w
as
 r
ec
ei
vi
ng
 in
fo
rm
at
io
n 
an
d 

pr
ov
id
in
g 
pu
bl
ic
 c
om

m
en
t. 
 S
o 
ag
ai
n,
 a
ny
 u
se
 o
f t
he
 fe
de
ra
l f
un
ds
 in
 a
 m
an
ne
r t
ha
t d
oe
s 
no
t p
ro
vi
de
 

a 
se
co
nd
 a
cc
es
s 
po
in
t i
s 
in
co
ns
is
te
nt
 w
ith
 th
e 
C
on
gr
es
si
on
al
 e
ar
m
ar
k.
 

 F
in
al
ly
, i
n 
re
ga
rd
s 
to
 th
e 
ap
pr
op
ria
te
 u
se
 th
e 
C
on
gr
es
si
on
al
 e
ar
m
ar
k,
 th
er
e 
w
as
 a
 p
ub
lic
 m
ee
tin
g 

he
ld
 o
n 
F
eb
ru
ar
y 
5,
 2
00
4.
  A
t t
ha
t p
ub
lic
 m
ee
tin
g,
 p
ag
e 
fiv
e 
of
 th
e 
m
in
ut
es
 o
f t
ha
t m

ee
tin
g 
sh
ow
s 

th
at
 D
al
e 
P
au
ls
on
 o
f t
he
 F
ed
er
al
 H
ig
hw
ay
 A
dm

in
is
tra
tio
n 
sp
ok
e 
at
 th
at
 m
ee
tin
g 
an
d 
sa
id
, “
th
e 
fir
st
 

th
in
g 
th
at
 h
ap
pe
ns
 o
f c
ou
rs
e 
is
 th
at
 y
ou
 h
av
e 
to
 h
av
e 
a 
re
as
on
 to
 d
o 
th
e 
jo
b.
  T
hi
s 
jo
b 
ca
m
e 
ou
t o
f 

th
e 
fis
ca
l y
ea
r 2
00
3 
A
pp
ro
pr
ia
tio
ns
 A
ct
.  
T
hi
s 
sa
ys
 s
om

et
hi
ng
 li
ke
 M
ill
er
 C
re
ek
 R
oa
d 
P
re
lim
in
ar
y 

D
es
ig
n 
E
IA
, w
el
l i
t i
s 
re
al
ly
 a
n 
E
IS
 b
ut
 th
at
 is
 h
ow
 it
 w
as
 s
ta
te
d 
in
 th
e 
do
cu
m
en
t, 
in
 c
on
ju
nc
tio
n 
w
ith
 

th
at
 th
e 
ap
pl
ic
at
io
n 
fo
r 
th
os
e 
fu
nd
s 
in
cl
ud
ed
 a
 b
rid
ge
 a
cr
os
s 
th
e 
riv
er
.”
  S
o 
it 
is
 c
le
ar
 th
at
 th
e 
fu
nd
s 

w
er
e 
so
lic
ite
d 
in
 th
e 
ap
pl
ic
at
io
n 
to
 b
ui
ld
 o
r c
on
st
ru
ct
 a
 b
rid
ge
 a
cr
os
s 
th
e 
riv
er
 a
nd
 p
ro
vi
de
 a
 s
ec
on
d 

ac
ce
ss
 p
oi
nt
 to
 th
e 
M
ill
er
 C
re
ek
 a
re
a.
  T
he
 fu
nd
s 
w
er
e 
so
lic
ite
d 
fro
m
 C
on
gr
es
s 
fo
r t
ha
t p
ur
po
se
 a
nd
 

C
on
gr
es
s 
aw
ar
de
d 
an
d 
ap
pr
op
ria
te
d 
th
e 
fu
nd
s 
fo
r t
ha
t p
ur
po
se
.  
A
ga
in
, t
hi
s 
de
m
on
st
ra
te
s 
th
at
 w
ha
t 

is
 p
re
se
nt
ed
 a
s 
th
e 
P
re
fe
rr
ed
 A
lte
rn
at
iv
e 
in
 th
e 
E
nv
iro
nm

en
ta
l I
m
pa
ct
 S
ta
te
m
en
t i
s 
in
co
ns
is
te
nt
 w
ith
 

th
e 
C
on
gr
es
si
on
al
 e
ar
m
ar
k.
 

 In
 a
dd
iti
on
 to
 th
os
e 
tw
o 
ge
ne
ra
l c
om

m
en
ts
 re
ga
rd
in
g 
th
e 
co
nd
iti
on
s 
st
ip
ul
at
ed
 fo
r t
he
 C
on
gr
es
si
on
al
 

ea
rm
ar
k 
an
d 
a 
de
sc
rip
tio
n 
of
 th
e 
st
ud
y 
ar
ea
, w
e 
be
lie
ve
 g
en
er
al
ly
 th
at
 th
e 
M
is
so
ul
a 
C
ou
nt
ry
 C
lu
b 

w
as
 e
xc
lu
de
d 
fr
om

 th
e 
pr
oc
es
s.
  T
hr
ou
gh
ou
t t
he
 e
nt
ire
 p
ro
ce
ss
 fo
r 
tw
o 
ye
ar
s 
in
pu
t w
as
 s
ou
gh
t f
ro
m
 

th
e 
re
si
de
nt
s 
th
at
 r
es
id
ed
 in
 th
e 
M
ill
er
 C
re
ek
 a
re
a 
an
d 
th
e 
re
si
de
nt
s 
w
ho
 r
es
id
ed
 in
 th
e 
B
lu
e 

M
ou
nt
ai
n/
T
ar
ge
t R
an
ge
 a
re
a,
 b
ut
 n
o 
in
pu
t w
as
 s
ou
gh
t f
ro
m
 th
e 
M
is
so
ul
a 
C
ou
nt
ry
 C
lu
b 
or
 th
e 

co
m
m
er
ci
al
 b
us
in
es
se
s 
th
at
 li
e 
ad
ja
ce
nt
 to
 O
ld
 H
ig
hw
ay
 9
3.
  T
he
re
fo
re
, w
e 
th
in
k 
th
at
 th
e 
D
ra
ft 
E
IS
 is
 

la
ck
in
g 
in
 in
fo
rm
at
io
n 
an
d 
m
an
y 
of
 th
e 
st
at
em

en
ts
 th
at
 a
re
 in
cl
ud
ed
 h
av
e 
no
 b
as
is
.  
T
he
re
 is
 n
o 

fa
ct
ua
l d
at
a 
or
 in
fo
rm
at
io
n 
up
on
 w
hi
ch
 th
e 
F
H
W
A
 h
as
 m
ad
e 
th
e 
st
at
em

en
ts
 th
at
 a
re
 in
cl
ud
ed
 in
 th
e 

D
ra
ft 
E
IS
 p
ro
ce
ss
.  
F
or
 e
xa
m
pl
e,
 th
e 
E
nv
iro
nm

en
ta
l S
um

m
ar
y 
on
 p
ag
e 
E
S
-1
 s
ay
s 
“th
e 
N
E
P
A
 

pr
oc
es
s 
is
 to
 p
ro
vi
de
 th
e 
ge
ne
ra
l p
ub
lic
 a
nd
 a
ge
nc
y 
de
ci
si
on
 m
ak
er
s 
w
ith
 a
ll 
th
e 
re
la
tiv
e 
in
fo
rm
at
io
n 

re
la
te
d 
to
 th
e 
im
pa
ct
s 
of
 th
e 
tr
an
sp
or
ta
tio
n 
ac
tio
ns
 c
on
si
de
re
d.
”  
W
el
l, 
th
e 
O
ld
 H
ig
hw
ay
 9
3 
is
 a
 

si
gn
ifi
ca
nt
 p
ar
t o
f t
hi
s 
D
ra
ft 
E
IS
 a
nd
 th
e 
F
ed
er
al
 H
ig
hw
ay
 A
dm

in
is
tra
tio
n 
ha
s 
ab
so
lu
te
ly
 fa
ile
d 
to
 

so
lic
it 
an
y 
in
fo
rm
at
io
n 
fro
m
 th
e 
M
is
so
ul
a 
C
ou
nt
ry
 C
lu
b 
re
ga
rd
in
g 
an
y 
op
in
io
ns
, s
ur
ve
ys
, d
at
a 
th
ey
 

R
es

p
on

se
 t

o 
C

om
m

en
t 

#
 6

0
 (

co
n

ti
n

u
ed

) 
  *
 6
3
: 
T
h
e
 M
il
le
r 
C
re
e
k
 R
o
a
d
 E
IS
 p
ro
c
e
s
s
 b
e
g
a
n
 i
n
 e
a
rl
y
 2
0
0
3
 a
n
d
 i
s
 

a
n
ti
c
ip
a
te
d
 t
o
 c
o
n
c
lu
d
e
 i
n
 2
0
0
8
. 
T
h
e
 p
ro
je
c
t 
p
u
rp
o
s
e
 a
n
d
 n
e
e
d
 w
a
s
 

m
o
d
if
ie
d
 i
n
 J
u
n
e
 2
0
0
4
. 
T
h
e
 a
p
p
ro
p
ri
a
ti
o
n
 o
f 
fe
d
e
ra
l 
fu
n
d
s
 f
o
r 

tr
a
n
s
p
o
rt
a
ti
o
n
 i
m
p
ro
v
e
m
e
n
ts
 r
e
q
u
ir
e
s
 t
h
a
t 
th
e
 N
a
ti
o
n
a
l 
E
n
v
ir
o
n
m
e
n
ta
l 

P
o
li
c
y
 A
c
t 
(N
E
P
A
) 
p
ro
c
e
s
s
 b
e
 f
o
ll
o
w
e
d
. 
N
E
P
A
 r
e
q
u
ir
e
s
 t
h
a
t 
a
 r
a
n
g
e
 o
f 

re
a
s
o
n
a
b
le
 a
lt
e
rn
a
ti
v
e
s
 b
e
 d
e
v
e
lo
p
e
d
 a
n
d
 e
v
a
lu
a
te
d
, 
a
n
d
 r
e
a
s
o
n
a
b
le
 

a
lt
e
rn
a
ti
v
e
s
 c
a
n
n
o
t 
b
e
 c
o
n
s
tr
a
in
e
d
 b
a
s
e
d
 o
n
 t
h
e
 i
n
te
n
t 
o
f 
a
 C
o
n
g
re
s
s
io
n
a
l 

a
p
p
ro
p
ri
a
ti
o
n
. 
 T
h
re
e
 b
ri
d
g
e
 a
lt
e
rn
a
ti
v
e
s
 w
e
re
 f
u
ll
y
 e
v
a
lu
a
te
d
 i
n
 t
h
e
 E
IS
. 

(A
ls
o
 r
e
fe
r 
to
 R
e
s
p
o
n
s
e
 I
s
s
u
e
 B
, 
u
n
d
e
r 
“P
u
rp
o
s
e
 o
f 
C
o
n
g
re
s
s
io
n
a
l 

A
p
p
ro
p
ri
a
ti
o
n
.”
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A
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 R
e
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n
c
e

 n
u

m
b

e
r 
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r 

s
u

m
m

a
ry

 r
e

s
p

o
n

s
e

 i
s
s

u
e
  
  

 

A
p
p
en

d
ix

 E
: 

C
om

m
en

ts
 a

n
d
 R

es
p
on

se
s 

E
-8

9
 

f
in

a
l 

e
n

v
ir

o
n

m
e

n
t
a

l 
im

p
a

c
t
 
s

t
a

t
e

m
e

n
t

m
il
le

r 
c
re

e
k
 r

o
a
d

C
om

m
en

t 
#

 6
0
 (

co
n

ti
n

u
ed

) 
 

 m
ay
 h
av
e 
on
 it
s 
C
ou
nt
ry
 C
lu
b,
 a
ny
 im
pa
ct
s 
it 
m
ay
 h
av
e 
on
 it
s 
go
lf 
co
ur
se
 a
nd
 it
s 
m
em

be
rs
hi
p.
  A
t 

E
S
-1
3 
it 
sa
ys
, “
N
o 
pu
bl
ic
 p
ar
ks
 o
r r
ec
re
at
io
n 
si
te
s 
w
ou
ld
 b
e 
im
pa
ct
ed
 w
ith
 a
ny
 o
f t
he
 b
ui
ld
 

al
te
rn
at
iv
es
.” 
 T
ha
t i
s 
a 
bl
at
an
tly
 fa
ls
e 
st
at
em

en
t. 
 T
he
 M
is
so
ul
a 
C
ou
nt
ry
 C
lu
b 
is
 a
 re
cr
ea
tio
na
l s
ite
 

an
d 
it 
is
 b
ei
ng
 p
ro
po
se
d 
in
 th
is
 D
ra
ft 
E
IS
 th
at
 th
ey
 a
re
 n
ot
 o
nl
y 
go
in
g 
to
 im

pa
ct
 u
s,
 th
ey
 a
re
 g
oi
ng
 to
 

ta
ke
 s
om

e 
of
 o
ur
 p
ro
pe
rty
, t
he
y 
ar
e 
go
in
g 
to
 im
pa
ct
 th
e 
te
e-
bo
x,
 th
ey
 a
re
 g
oi
ng
 to
 ta
ke
 s
om

e 
of
 o
ur
 

he
dg
e,
 th
ey
 a
re
 g
oi
ng
 to
 ta
ke
 s
om

e 
of
 o
ur
 e
nt
ry
w
ay
, a
nd
 th
ey
 a
re
 s
ay
in
g 
no
 re
cr
ea
tio
n 
si
te
s 
w
ou
ld
 

be
 im
pa
ct
ed
.  
T
ha
t i
s 
no
t a
 tr
ue
 s
ta
te
m
en
t. 

 A
dd
iti
on
al
ly
 a
t E
S
-1
3 
of
 th
e 
D
ra
ft 
E
IS
 it
 s
ay
s,
 “p
riv
at
el
y-
ow
ne
d 
M
is
so
ul
a 
C
ou
nt
ry
 C
lu
b 
w
ou
ld
 lo
os
e 

so
m
e 
of
 th
e 
ve
ge
ta
tio
n 
he
dg
e 
al
on
g 
O
ld
 H
ig
hw
ay
 9
3 
du
e 
to
 r
oa
d 
w
id
en
in
g.
”  
T
ha
t d
oe
s 
no
t e
ve
n 

be
gi
n 
to
 c
ov
er
 th
e 
im
pa
ct
s 
th
at
 th
is
 p
ro
je
ct
 w
ill
 h
av
e 
on
 th
e 
M
is
so
ul
a 
C
ou
nt
ry
 C
lu
b.
  I
t c
ou
ld
 

dr
am

at
ic
al
ly
 a
ffe
ct
 th
e 
ei
gh
th
 a
nd
 n
in
th
 h
ol
es
 e
ss
en
tia
lly
 re
nd
er
in
g 
th
em

 u
nu
sa
bl
e 
fo
r l
ia
bi
lit
y 
re
as
on
s 

an
d 
co
ul
d 
tu
rn
 o
ur
 c
lu
b 
in
to
 a
 1
6-
ho
le
 c
ou
rs
e.
  I
f o
ur
 c
lu
b 
is
 re
nd
er
ed
 a
 1
6-
ho
le
 c
ou
rs
e,
 y
ou
 m
ig
ht
 a
s 

w
el
l c
on
de
m
n 
th
e 
en
tir
e 
go
lf 
co
ur
se
 b
ec
au
se
 th
er
e 
ar
e 
no
 1
6-
ho
le
 c
ou
rs
es
 a
ro
un
d 
th
e 
co
un
try
. 

 
In
 a
dd
iti
on
 to
 u
nd
er
st
an
di
ng
 th
e 
im
pa
ct
s,
 p
le
as
e 
no
te
 th
at
 th
e 
M
is
so
ul
a 
C
ou
nt
ry
 C
lu
b 
si
ts
 o
n 
th
e 

sm
al
le
st
 a
cr
ea
ge
 –
 it
 is
 a
 g
ol
f c
ou
rs
e 
th
at
 li
es
 o
n 
th
e 
sm
al
le
st
 a
cr
ea
ge
 o
f a
ny
 c
ou
rs
e 
in
 th
e 

no
rth
w
es
te
rn
 U
ni
te
d 
S
ta
te
s 
fo
r a
n 
18
-h
ol
e 
go
lf 
co
ur
se
.  
W
e 
ca
nn
ot
 a
ffo
rd
 to
 lo
os
e 
an
y 
m
or
e 
ac
re
ag
e,
 

w
e 
ar
e 
al
re
ad
y 
da
ng
er
ou
sl
y 
cl
os
e 
in
 th
e 
pr
ox
im
ity
 a
nd
 th
e 
la
yo
ut
 o
f t
he
 h
ol
es
 a
nd
 w
e 
ca
nn
ot
 a
ffo
rd
 to
 

re
de
si
gn
 a
nd
 la
y 
ho
le
s 
cl
os
er
 to
 e
ac
h 
ot
he
r.
  S
o 
to
 e
xp
an
d 
O
ld
 H
ig
hw
ay
 9
3 
an
d 
fo
rc
e 
re
lo
ca
tio
ns
 o
f 

ou
r e
xi
st
in
g 
ho
le
s 
w
ou
ld
 n
ot
 w
or
k,
 it
 w
ou
ld
 c
re
at
e 
un
sa
fe
 g
ol
f c
on
di
tio
ns
 fo
r t
he
 r
em

ai
nd
er
 o
f t
he
 

co
ur
se
. 

 A
t E
S
-1
5 
it 
sa
ys
, “
N
oi
se
 im
pa
ct
s 
ar
e 
co
m
pa
ra
bl
e 
to
 th
e 
N
o 
A
ct
io
n 
A
lte
rn
at
iv
e.
”  
W
e 
w
an
t t
o 
po
in
t o
ut
 

is
 th
at
 th
is
 D
ra
ft 
E
IS
 is
 tr
em

en
do
us
ly
 la
ck
in
g 
in
 a
ny
 e
va
lu
at
io
n 
of
 n
oi
se
 im
pa
ct
s,
 a
ir 
qu
al
ity
 im
pa
ct
s,
 

on
 th
e 
ou
td
oo
r r
ec
re
at
io
n 
ac
tiv
iti
es
 o
f t
he
 M
is
so
ul
a 
C
ou
nt
ry
 C
lu
b.
 

 O
n 
pa
ge
 1
-7
, S
ec
tio
n 
1.
4.
1 
R
oa
dw
ay
 D
ef
ic
ie
nc
ie
s 
th
ey
 d
is
cu
ss
 ro
ad
w
ay
 d
ef
ic
ie
nc
ie
s 
on
 M
ill
er
 C
re
ek
 

R
oa
d,
 U
S
 9
3,
 U
pp
er
 M
ill
er
 C
re
ek
 R
oa
d 
an
d 
Lo
w
er
 M
ill
er
 C
re
ek
 R
oa
d.
  B
ut
 g
la
rin
gl
y 
ab
se
nt
 fr
om

 a
ny
 

of
 th
at
 d
is
cu
ss
io
n 
ar
e 
an
y 
ro
ad
w
ay
 d
ef
ic
ie
nc
ie
s 
fo
r 
O
ld
 H
ig
hw
ay
 9
3.
  Y
et
 o
n 
pa
ge
 1
-8
, t
he
 O
ld
 U
S
 

93
, t
he
re
 is
 a
n 
in
se
rt 
th
at
 h
as
 n
o 
be
ar
in
g 
on
 th
e 
di
sc
us
si
on
 in
 S
ec
tio
n 
1.
4.
1 
be
ca
us
e 
th
er
e 
is
 n
o 

di
sc
us
si
on
 o
f O
ld
 H
ig
hw
ay
 9
3,
 y
et
 th
er
e 
is
 a
 r
oa
d 
pr
of
ile
 o
f a
 ty
pi
ca
l s
ec
tio
n 
of
 O
ld
 H
ig
hw
ay
 9
3.
  S
o 

th
er
e 
is
 n
o 
di
sc
us
si
on
 o
f O
ld
 H
ig
hw
ay
 9
3 
de
fic
ie
nc
ie
s,
 th
er
ef
or
e,
 it
 is
 in
ap
pr
op
ria
te
 to
 in
cl
ud
e 
it 
in
 th
e 

sc
op
e 
of
 th
is
 p
ro
je
ct
.  
It 
ha
s 
no
t b
ee
n 
as
se
ss
ed
 a
pp
ro
pr
ia
te
ly
 b
y 
th
e 
F
H
W
A
. 

 O
n 
pa
ge
 1
-1
1 
of
 S
ec
tio
n 
1.
8,
 E
m
er
ge
nc
y 
S
er
vi
ce
 A
cc
es
s,
 th
e 
D
ra
ft 
E
IS
 s
ay
s,
 “a
 n
ee
d 
fo
r 
ad
di
tio
na
l 

ac
ce
ss
 in
 a
nd
 o
ut
 o
f t
he
 M
ill
er
 C
re
ek
 a
re
a 
w
as
 id
en
tif
ie
d 
in
 th
e 
pr
oj
ec
t s
co
pi
ng
 p
ro
ce
ss
.  
S
o 
ea
rly
 o
n 

th
er
e 
w
as
 a
lw
ay
s 
an
 in
te
nt
io
n 
to
 p
ro
vi
de
 a
 s
ec
on
d 
ac
ce
ss
 p
oi
nt
 in
 c
rit
ic
al
 p
ar
t f
or
 th
e 
em

er
ge
nc
y 

se
rv
ic
es
 p
ro
vi
de
rs
, y
et
 th
e 
D
ra
ft 
E
IS
 fa
ils
 to
 a
dd
re
ss
 th
is
 is
su
e 
an
d 
ab
so
lu
te
ly
 fa
ils
 to
 m
ee
t t
ha
t i
ss
ue
.  

T
he
re
 is
 n
o 
se
co
nd
 a
cc
es
s 
fo
r e
m
er
ge
nc
y 
se
rv
ic
es
 p
ro
vi
de
rs
. 
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#
 6

0
 (

co
n

ti
n

u
ed

) 
  *
 6
4
: 
T
h
e
 F
E
IS
 t
e
x
t 
h
a
s
 b
e
e
n
 m

o
d
if
ie
d
 t
o
 r
e
a
d
 t
h
a
t 
n
o
 p
u
b
li
c
 p
a
rk
s
 o
r 

p
u
b
li
c
 r
e
c
re
a
ti
o
n
 s
it
e
s
 w
o
u
ld
 b
e
 i
m
p
a
c
te
d
 w
it
h
 a
n
y
 o
f 
th
e
 b
u
il
d
 

a
lt
e
rn
a
ti
v
e
s
. 

       *
 6
5
: 
A
s
 d
is
c
u
s
s
e
d
 i
n
 I
s
s
u
e
 G
, 
h
o
le
s
 e
ig
h
t 
a
n
d
 n
in
e
 a
n
d
 t
h
e
 e
ig
h
th
 a
n
d
 

n
in
th
 h
o
le
 t
e
e
 b
o
x
e
s
 o
r 
fa
ir
w
a
y
s
 w
o
u
ld
 n
o
t 
b
e
 i
m
p
a
c
te
d
 w
it
h
 O
ld
 U
S
 9
3
 

im
p
ro
v
e
m
e
n
ts
 a
s
 o
ri
g
in
a
ll
y
 p
ro
p
o
s
e
d
 i
n
 t
h
e
 D
E
IS
 o
r 
w
it
h
 t
h
e
 r
e
v
is
e
d
 

d
e
s
ig
n
 i
n
 t
h
e
 F
E
IS
. 
T
h
e
 g
re
e
n
s
, 
h
o
le
s
, 
te
e
 b
o
x
e
s
, 
o
r 
fa
ir
w
a
y
s
 w
e
re
 n
e
v
e
r 

im
p
a
c
te
d
. 
 F
ro
m
 t
h
e
 e
x
is
ti
n
g
 d
ri
v
e
w
a
y
 e
n
tr
a
n
c
e
 a
lo
n
g
 t
h
e
 s
o
u
th
w
e
s
t 

p
ro
p
e
rt
y
 l
in
e
 t
o
w
a
rd
 U
S
 9
3
, 
a
p
p
ro
x
im
a
te
ly
 3
0
 f
e
e
t 
o
f 
ri
g
h
t-
o
f-
w
a
y
 w
o
u
ld
 

b
e
 a
c
q
u
ir
e
d
 f
ro
m
 t
h
e
 C
o
u
n
tr
y
 C
lu
b
 t
o
 a
c
c
o
m
m
o
d
a
te
 t
h
e
 a
d
d
it
io
n
a
l 
tu
rn
in
g
 

la
n
e
s
 a
t 
th
e
 O
ld
 U
S
 9
3
 a
n
d
 U
S
 9
3
 i
n
te
rs
e
c
ti
o
n
. 
T
h
e
 a
re
a
 i
m
p
a
c
te
d
 i
s
 t
h
e
 

la
n
d
s
c
a
p
e
d
 a
re
a
 a
d
ja
c
e
n
t 
to
 t
h
e
 p
a
rk
in
g
 l
o
t 
a
n
d
 e
n
tr
a
n
c
e
 r
o
a
d
. 
N
o
 i
m
p
a
c
ts
 

w
o
u
ld
 o
c
c
u
r 
to
 t
h
e
 p
a
rk
in
g
 l
o
t.
 T
h
e
 o
n
ly
 i
m
p
a
c
t 
th
a
t 
w
o
u
ld
 o
c
c
u
r 
to
 t
h
e
 

C
o
u
n
tr
y
 C
lu
b
 a
lo
n
g
 t
h
e
 s
o
u
th
e
rn
 p
ro
p
e
rt
y
 l
in
e
 e
a
s
t 
o
f 
th
e
 e
n
tr
a
n
c
e
 r
o
a
d
 i
n
 

th
e
 a
re
a
 o
f 
h
o
le
s
 8
 a
n
d
 9
 f
a
ir
w
a
y
 a
n
d
 r
o
u
g
h
 i
s
 t
o
 p
o
rt
io
n
s
 o
f 
th
e
 v
e
g
e
ta
ti
v
e
 

h
e
d
g
e
 o
r 
g
ra
v
e
l 
m
a
in
te
n
a
n
c
e
 a
re
a
. 
In
 o
rd
e
r 
to
 a
c
c
o
m
m
o
d
a
te
 t
h
e
 w
id
e
r 
O
ld
 

U
S
 9
3
 t
y
p
ic
a
l 
s
e
c
ti
o
n
, 
a
n
 a
re
a
 o
f 
ri
g
h
t-
o
f-
w
a
y
 a
p
p
ro
x
im
a
te
ly
 2
5
0
 f
e
e
t 
lo
n
g
 

b
y
 f
iv
e
 f
e
e
t 
w
id
e
 w
o
u
ld
 b
e
 a
c
q
u
ir
e
d
 a
s
 p
e
rm

a
n
e
n
t 
ri
g
h
t-
o
f-
w
a
y
. 
N
o
 

im
p
a
c
ts
 t
o
 t
h
e
 8

th
 a
n
d
 9

th
 h
o
le
s
, 
fa
ir
w
a
y
s
, 
o
r 
tr
e
e
s
 a
lo
n
g
 t
h
e
 f
a
ir
w
a
y
s
 

w
o
u
ld
 o
c
c
u
r.
  
S
e
e
 a
d
d
it
io
n
a
l 
e
x
p
la
n
a
ti
o
n
 u
n
d
e
r 
Is
s
u
e
 F
, 
w
h
ic
h
 i
n
c
lu
d
e
s
 a
 

g
ra
p
h
ic
 d
e
p
ic
ti
n
g
 i
m
p
a
c
ts
 t
o
 t
h
e
 M
is
s
o
u
la
 C
o
u
n
tr
y
 C
lu
b
 a
s
s
o
c
ia
te
d
 w
it
h
 t
h
e
 

m
o
d
if
ie
d
 O
ld
 U
S
 9
3
 d
e
s
ig
n
. 
T
h
is
 i
n
fo
rm

a
ti
o
n
 h
a
s
 b
e
e
n
 c
la
ri
fi
e
d
 i
n
 t
h
e
 F
E
IS
. 

 *
 6
6
: 
O
ld
 U
S
 9
3
 i
s
 n
o
t 
c
u
rr
e
n
tl
y
 d
e
fi
c
ie
n
t,
 h
o
w
e
v
e
r 
it
 i
s
 k
e
y
 t
o
 s
o
lv
in
g
 

fu
tu
re
 t
ra
ff
ic
 p
ro
b
le
m
s
 i
n
 t
h
e
 a
re
a
. 
 A
 b
u
ll
e
t 
w
a
s
 a
d
d
e
d
 t
o
 t
h
e
 s
e
c
ti
o
n
 

re
fe
re
n
c
e
d
 t
o
 c
la
ri
fy
 t
h
is
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C

om
m

en
ts

 
R

es
p
on

se
s 

A
 =

 R
e

fe
re

n
c
e

 n
u

m
b

e
r 

fo
r 

s
u

m
m

a
ry

 r
e

s
p

o
n

s
e

 i
s
s

u
e
  
  

 

A
p
p
en

d
ix

 E
: 

C
om

m
en

ts
 a

n
d
 R

es
p
on

se
s 

E
-9

0
 

f
in

a
l 

e
n

v
ir

o
n

m
e

n
t
a

l 
im

p
a

c
t
 
s

t
a

t
e

m
e

n
t

m
il
le

r 
c
re

e
k
 r

o
a
d

C
om

m
en

t 
#

 6
0
 (

co
n

ti
n

u
ed

) 
 
O
n 
pa
ge
 2
-1
, w
e 
be
lie
ve
 w
he
re
 y
ou
 d
is
cu
ss
 th
e 
de
fin
iti
on
 o
f p
ur
po
se
 a
nd
 n
ee
d 
st
at
em

en
t, 
“th
e 
pr
oj
ec
t 

pu
rp
os
e 
an
d 
ne
ed
 w
er
e 
id
en
tif
ie
d 
in
 th
e 
ea
rly
 p
ro
je
ct
 s
co
pi
ng
 p
ro
ce
ss
 b
as
ed
 o
n 
pu
bl
ic
 a
nd
 a
ge
nc
y 

in
pu
t.”
  T
hi
s 
is
 n
ot
 a
 tr
ue
 s
ta
te
m
en
t. 
 T
he
 p
ub
lic
 in
fo
rm
at
io
n 
sh
ow
s 
th
at
 th
e 
m
od
ifi
ed
 p
ur
po
se
 a
nd
 n
ee
d 

w
er
e 
id
en
tif
ie
d 
in
 s
te
p 
fo
ur
 o
f t
he
 E
nv
iro
nm

en
ta
l I
m
pa
ct
 S
ta
te
m
en
t p
ro
ce
ss
, w
hi
ch
 is
 w
ha
t –
 I 
th
in
k 
it 
is
 

th
e 
al
te
rn
at
iv
e 
ev
al
ua
tio
n 
w
he
re
 y
ou
 id
en
tif
y 
al
te
rn
at
iv
es
 a
nd
 e
va
lu
at
e 
an
d 
as
se
ss
 th
e 
al
te
rn
at
iv
es
 –
 

th
at
 is
 w
he
n 
yo
u 
m
od
ifi
ed
 th
e 
pu
rp
os
e 
an
d 
ne
ed
.  
A
nd
 w
ha
t i
t a
pp
ea
rs
 to
 th
e 
pu
bl
ic
 to
 b
e 
is
 th
at
 y
ou
 

m
od
ifi
ed
 th
e 
pu
rp
os
e 
an
d 
ne
ed
 to
 m
ee
t a
 n
ew
ly
 d
ev
el
op
ed
 a
ge
nd
a 
w
hi
ch
 w
as
 to
 e
lim
in
at
e 
th
e 
se
co
nd
 

ac
ce
ss
 p
oi
nt
. 

 A
 c
rit
ic
al
 c
om

m
en
t t
ha
t i
s 
ve
ry
 im
po
rt
an
t f
or
 th
e 
M
is
so
ul
a 
C
ou
nt
ry
 C
lu
b 
is
 th
at
 A
lte
rn
at
iv
e 
5A
, n
ot
ed
 o
n 

pa
ge
 2
 -
16
 o
f t
he
 E
IS
, i
s 
th
at
 A
lte
rn
at
iv
e 
5A
 w
ou
ld
 p
ro
hi
bi
t l
ef
t-
ha
nd
 tu
rn
s 
at
 th
e 
O
ld
 U
S
 H
ig
hw
ay
 9
3 

so
ut
hb
ou
nd
 a
pp
ro
ac
h 
to
 U
S
 9
3.
  W

ha
t t
ha
t m

ea
ns
 is
 th
at
 m
em

be
rs
 o
f t
he
 M
is
so
ul
a 
C
ou
nt
ry
 C
lu
b 
an
d 

th
ei
r g
ue
st
s 
an
d 
th
e 
pu
bl
ic
 th
at
 u
se
 o
ur
 c
ou
rs
e 
fo
r 
to
ur
na
m
en
ts
, w
hi
ch
 is
 a
 h
ig
h-
tr
af
fic
 a
re
a,
 w
ill
 h
av
e 

tw
o 
ch
oi
ce
s;
 th
ey
 w
ill
 e
ith
er
 a
tte
m
pt
 to
 m
ak
e 
a 
le
ft-
ha
nd
 tu
rn
 o
ut
 o
f t
he
 M
is
so
ul
a 
C
ou
nt
ry
 C
lu
b 
ac
ro
ss
 

20
,0
00
 c
ar
s 
pe
r 
da
y 
or
 th
ey
 c
an
 tu
rn
 r
ig
ht
 b
ut
 if
 th
ey
 g
o 
do
w
n 
to
 th
e 
lig
ht
, t
he
y 
w
ill
 n
ot
 b
e 
ab
le
 to
 m
ak
e 

a 
le
ft-
ha
nd
 tu
rn
 a
nd
 g
o 
ba
ck
 to
 M
is
so
ul
a.
  F
or
 th
at
 r
ea
so
n 
in
 a
nd
 o
f i
ts
el
f, 
th
e 
st
ud
y 
is
 d
ef
ic
ie
nt
 

be
ca
us
e 
it 
pr
ov
id
es
 n
o 
re
as
on
ab
le
 m
ea
ns
 o
f i
ng
re
ss
 o
r e
gr
es
s 
to
 th
e 
M
is
so
ul
a 
C
ou
nt
ry
 C
lu
b.
  T
he
 

in
gr
es
s 
an
d 
eg
re
ss
 is
 e
ss
en
tia
lly
 e
lim
in
at
ed
.  
 

 F
in
al
ly
 I 
w
an
t t
o 
co
m
m
en
t o
n 
th
e 
cr
ite
ria
 d
is
cu
ss
ed
 in
 th
e 
D
ra
ft 
E
nv
iro
nm

en
ta
l I
m
pa
ct
 S
ta
te
m
en
t. 
 It
 

ta
lk
s 
ab
ou
t e
xi
st
in
g 
la
nd
 u
se
 b
ut
 it
 d
oe
sn
’t 
di
sc
us
s 
th
e 
fa
ct
 th
at
 th
e 
M
is
so
ul
a 
C
ou
nt
ry
 C
lu
b 
is
 u
se
d 
fo
r 

re
cr
ea
tio
na
l p
ur
po
se
s 
by
 p
riv
at
e 
or
ga
ni
za
tio
ns
; i
t a
ls
o 
pr
ov
id
es
 p
ub
lic
 b
en
ef
it 
to
 n
on
-p
ro
fit
 

or
ga
ni
za
tio
ns
 th
at
 h
ol
d 
to
ur
na
m
en
ts
 th
er
e.
  T
he
 E
IS
 fa
ils
 to
 c
on
si
de
r t
he
 e
xi
st
in
g 
la
nd
 u
se
 (p
ag
e 
3-
2)
.  
 

P
ag
e 
3-
11
 ta
lk
s 
ab
ou
t h
is
to
ric
 la
nd
 u
se
s,
 it
 o
m
its
 th
e 
hi
st
or
ic
al
 p
er
sp
ec
tiv
e 
of
 th
e 
M
is
so
ul
a 
C
ou
nt
ry
 

C
lu
b 
an
d 
its
 o
pe
n 
sp
ac
e.
  T
he
 M
is
so
ul
a 
C
ou
nt
ry
 C
lu
b 
ha
s 
be
en
 a
ro
un
d 
fo
r 1
00
 y
ea
rs
, i
t h
is
to
ric
al
ly
 h
as
 

se
rv
ed
 a
s 
a 
bu
ffe
r 
an
d 
a 
pr
ot
ec
tio
n 
fo
r t
he
 w
at
er
 to
w
er
 w
hi
ch
 is
 a
 n
at
io
na
l h
is
to
ric
 la
nd
m
ar
k.
  I
t h
as
 a
 

hi
st
or
ic
al
 p
er
sp
ec
tiv
e 
in
 th
at
 it
 h
as
 th
e 
ol
de
st
 g
ra
ss
 g
re
en
s 
in
 th
e 
S
ta
te
 o
f M

on
ta
na
, a
nd
 th
e 
he
dg
e 
th
at
 

ha
s 
ex
is
te
d 
th
er
e 
an
d 
th
e 
tr
ee
s 
th
at
 a
re
 lo
ca
te
d 
at
 th
e 
en
try
w
ay
 to
 th
e 
M
is
so
ul
a 
C
ou
nt
ry
 C
lu
b 
ha
ve
 

ex
is
te
d 
fo
r 5
0 
ye
ar
s.
  T
he
 p
ro
po
sa
ls
 th
at
 a
re
 b
ei
ng
 p
re
se
nt
ed
 fa
il 
to
 c
on
si
de
r t
hi
s 
lo
ng
 h
is
to
ry
 o
f t
he
 

M
is
so
ul
a 
C
ou
nt
ry
 C
lu
b.
 

 A
no
th
er
 il
lu
st
ra
tio
n 
of
 h
ow
 th
e 
M
is
so
ul
a 
C
ou
nt
ry
 C
lu
b 
ha
s 
no
t b
ee
n 
co
ns
id
er
ed
 is
 a
t p
ag
e 
3-
22
 w
he
re
 

th
ey
 d
is
cu
ss
 O
ld
 U
S
 9
3 
an
d 
it 
is
 d
es
cr
ib
ed
 a
s 
a 
tw
o-
la
ne
 u
rb
an
 c
ol
le
ct
or
 th
at
 s
er
ve
s 
m
ul
tip
le
 

bu
si
ne
ss
es
 o
n 
th
e 
no
rth
 s
id
e 
of
 B
ro
ok
s 
S
tre
et
 a
nd
 p
ro
vi
de
s 
ac
ce
ss
 to
 th
e 
F
or
t M

is
so
ul
a 
pr
op
er
ty
.  

W
ha
t i
t d
oe
sn
’t 
sa
y 
is
 th
at
 it
 li
es
 im
m
ed
ia
te
ly
 a
dj
ac
en
t t
o 
th
e 
M
is
so
ul
a 
C
ou
nt
ry
 C
lu
b 
an
d 
w
ill
 h
av
e 

im
pa
ct
s 
on
 th
e 
M
is
so
ul
a 
C
ou
nt
ry
 C
lu
b.
 

 G
oi
ng
 to
 A
ir 
Q
ua
lit
y 
– 
th
at
 d
is
cu
ss
io
n 
be
gi
ns
 a
t p
ag
e 
3-
49
 o
f t
he
 D
ra
ft 
E
IS
 a
nd
 it
 ta
lk
s 
ab
ou
t a
 m
ea
su
re
 

.9
 (T
ab
le
 3
-2
0,
 p
ag
e 
3-
54
), 
w
hi
ch
 is
 O
ld
 U
S
 9
3.
  T
he
 a
ct
iv
ity
 c
at
eg
or
y 
de
sc
rib
ed
 th
er
e 
is
 a
ct
iv
ity
 

C
at
eg
or
y 
C
.  
W
e 
be
lie
ve
 th
at
 is
 a
n 
in
co
rr
ec
t a
nd
 a
n 
in
ac
cu
ra
te
 r
ep
re
se
nt
at
io
n 
of
 th
at
 a
ct
iv
ity
.  
T
he
  

R
es

p
on

se
 t

o 
C

om
m

en
t 

#
 6

0
 (

co
n

ti
n

u
ed

) 
 *
 6
7
: 
C
o
u
n
c
il
 o
f 
E
n
v
ir
o
n
m
e
n
ta
l 
Q
u
a
li
ty
 (
C
E
Q
) 
re
g
u
la
ti
o
n
s
 s
ti
p
u
la
te
 t
h
a
t 

th
e
 p
u
rp
o
s
e
 a
n
d
 n
e
e
d
 s
ta
te
m
e
n
t 
fo
r 
a
n
 E
IS
 s
h
o
u
ld
 n
o
t 
b
e
 s
o
 n
a
rr
o
w
 a
s
 t
o
 

li
m
it
 t
h
e
 r
e
a
s
o
n
a
b
le
 a
lt
e
rn
a
ti
v
e
s
. 
T
h
e
re
fo
re
, 
b
a
s
e
d
 o
n
 p
u
b
li
c
 a
n
d
 a
g
e
n
c
y
 

in
p
u
t,
 t
h
e
 o
ri
g
in
a
l 
p
u
rp
o
s
e
 a
n
d
 n
e
e
d
 s
ta
te
m
e
n
t 
w
a
s
 r
e
v
is
it
e
d
 a
n
d
 i
t 
w
a
s
 

d
e
te
rm

in
e
d
 i
t 
c
o
n
ta
in
e
d
 t
e
x
t 
th
a
t 
n
a
rr
o
w
ly
 l
im
it
e
d
 t
h
e
 r
a
n
g
e
 o
f 
a
lt
e
rn
a
ti
v
e
s
 

to
 c
o
n
s
tr
u
c
ti
o
n
 o
f 
a
 b
ri
d
g
e
. 
B
a
s
e
d
 o
n
 t
h
a
t,
 t
h
e
 p
u
rp
o
s
e
 a
n
d
 n
e
e
d
 

s
ta
te
m
e
n
t 
w
a
s
 m

o
d
if
ie
d
 i
n
 J
u
n
e
 2
0
0
4
 b
y
 e
li
m
in
a
ti
n
g
 l
a
n
g
u
a
g
e
 t
h
a
t 

c
o
n
ta
in
e
d
 a
 p
re
d
e
te
rm

in
e
d
 s
o
lu
ti
o
n
. 
T
h
is
 r
e
s
u
lt
e
d
 i
n
 a
 b
ro
a
d
e
r 
ra
n
g
e
 o
f 

a
lt
e
rn
a
ti
v
e
s
 t
o
 b
e
 i
d
e
n
ti
fi
e
d
 a
n
d
 f
u
ll
y
 a
s
s
e
s
s
e
d
 t
h
a
t 
m
e
t 
th
e
 p
ro
je
c
t 

p
u
rp
o
s
e
 a
n
d
 n
e
e
d
 i
d
e
n
ti
fi
e
d
 d
u
ri
n
g
 t
h
e
 N
E
P
A
 p
ro
c
e
s
s
. 
R
e
fe
r 
to
 R
e
s
p
o
n
s
e
 

Is
s
u
e
 B
 u
n
d
e
r 
“C
h
a
n
g
e
 o
f 
P
u
rp
o
s
e
 a
n
d
 N
e
e
d
” 
fo
r 
m
o
re
 i
n
fo
rm

a
ti
o
n
. 

*
 6
8
: 
In
 t
h
e
 D
E
IS
 t
h
e
 l
e
ft
-t
u
rn
 m

o
v
e
m
e
n
t 
fr
o
m
 O
ld
 U
S
 9
3
 t
o
 U
S
 9
3
 w
a
s
 

e
li
m
in
a
te
d
. 
In
 t
h
e
 F
E
IS
, 
th
a
t 
m
o
v
e
m
e
n
t 
c
o
u
ld
 b
e
 m

a
in
ta
in
e
d
 d
u
ri
n
g
 n
o
n
-

p
e
a
k
 h
o
u
rs
; 
h
o
w
e
v
e
r,
 c
o
m
p
le
te
 r
e
s
tr
ic
ti
o
n
 o
f 
th
is
 l
e
ft
-t
u
rn
 m

o
v
e
m
e
n
t 
m
a
y
 

b
e
 w
a
rr
a
n
te
d
 i
n
 t
h
e
 f
u
tu
re
, 
a
t 
th
e
 d
is
c
re
ti
o
n
 o
f 
M
D
T
 w
h
o
 h
a
s
 j
u
ri
s
d
ic
ti
o
n
 o
f 

U
S
 9
3
. 

*
 6
9
: 
S
e
c
ti
o
n
 3
.1
.1
, 
E
x
is
ti
n
g
 L
a
n
d
 U
s
e
, 
in
 t
h
e
 D
E
IS
 p
re
s
e
n
ts
 a
 b
ro
a
d
 

o
v
e
rv
ie
w
 o
f 
la
n
d
 u
s
e
 i
n
 t
h
e
 a
re
a
 t
o
 p
ro
v
id
e
 t
h
e
 r
e
a
d
e
r 
w
it
h
 t
h
e
 p
ro
je
c
t 

c
o
n
te
x
t.
  
S
p
e
c
if
ic
 b
u
s
in
e
s
s
e
s
 a
n
d
 p
ri
v
a
te
 l
a
n
d
 o
w
n
e
rs
 a
re
 n
o
t 
id
e
n
ti
fi
e
d
. 
 

T
h
e
 M
is
s
o
u
la
 C
o
u
n
tr
y
 C
lu
b
 i
s
 i
d
e
n
ti
fi
e
d
 o
n
 F
ig
u
re
 3
-1
, 
E
x
is
ti
n
g
 C
it
y
 o
f 

M
is
s
o
u
la
 a
n
d
 M
is
s
o
u
la
 C
o
u
n
ty
 Z
o
n
in
g
 C
la
s
s
if
ic
a
ti
o
n
s
 a
n
d
 d
is
c
u
s
s
e
d
 i
n
 

S
e
c
ti
o
n
s
 3
.1
8
 a
n
d
 4
.1
8
 a
s
 a
 r
e
c
re
a
ti
o
n
 f
a
c
il
it
y
. 

*
 7
0
: 
A
lt
h
o
u
g
h
 t
h
e
 M
is
s
o
u
la
 C
o
u
n
tr
y
 C
lu
b
 g
o
lf
 c
o
u
rs
e
 i
s
 a
s
s
o
c
ia
te
d
 w
it
h
 

h
is
to
ri
c
a
ll
y
 s
ig
n
if
ic
a
n
t 
e
v
e
n
ts
 a
s
s
o
c
ia
te
d
 w
it
h
 t
h
e
 d
e
v
e
lo
p
m
e
n
t 
o
f 

re
c
re
a
ti
o
n
 i
n
 M
is
s
o
u
la
, 
in
 i
ts
 c
u
rr
e
n
t 
c
o
n
d
it
io
n
, 
th
e
 c
o
u
rs
e
 l
a
c
k
s
 h
is
to
ri
c
a
l 

in
te
g
ri
ty
. 
N
u
m
e
ro
u
s
 a
lt
e
ra
ti
o
n
s
 h
a
v
e
 b
e
e
n
 m

a
d
e
 t
o
 t
h
e
 f
a
c
il
it
y
 s
in
c
e
 t
h
e
 

h
is
to
ri
c
a
l 
p
e
ri
o
d
, 
a
n
d
 t
h
e
 c
o
u
rs
e
 n
o
 l
o
n
g
e
r 
a
p
p
e
a
rs
 a
s
 i
t 
d
id
 a
ft
e
r 
th
e
 1
9
4
9
 

e
x
p
a
n
s
io
n
. 

*
 7
1
: 
T
h
is
 p
a
s
s
a
g
e
 n
o
w
 i
n
c
lu
d
e
s
 r
e
fe
re
n
c
e
s
 t
o
 b
o
th
 t
h
e
 M
is
s
o
u
la
 C
o
u
n
tr
y
 

C
lu
b
 a
n
d
 t
h
e
 L
a
rc
h
m
o
n
t 
G
o
lf
 C
o
u
rs
e
. 
  

*
 7
2
: 
T
h
e
 p
a
g
e
 a
n
d
 t
a
b
le
 r
e
fe
re
n
c
e
d
 i
n
 t
h
is
 c
o
m
m
e
n
t 
a
c
tu
a
ll
y
 o
c
c
u
r 
in
 

th
e
 N
o
is
e
 s
e
c
ti
o
n
 o
f 
th
e
 D
E
IS
. 
N
o
is
e
 M
e
a
s
u
re
m
e
n
t 
lo
c
a
ti
o
n
 f
o
r 
O
ld
 U
S
 9
3
 

(S
it
e
 9
, 
s
h
o
w
n
 o
n
 T
a
b
le
 3
-2
0
 a
n
d
 F
ig
u
re
 3
-1
6
 i
n
 t
h
e
 E
IS
) 
is
 a
 c
o
m
m
e
rc
ia
l 

a
re
a
 (
A
c
ti
v
it
y
 C
a
te
g
o
ry
 C
) 
a
c
ro
s
s
 t
h
e
 s
tr
e
e
t 
a
n
d
 t
o
 t
h
e
 e
a
s
t 
o
f 
th
e
 M
is
s
o
u
la
 

C
o
u
n
tr
y
 C
lu
b
. 
T
h
e
 m

e
a
s
u
re
m
e
n
t 
w
a
s
 u
s
e
d
 t
o
 v
a
li
d
a
te
 t
h
e
 T
ra
ff
ic
 N
o
is
e
  

B
    

*
 6

7
   

F
 

*
 6

8
       

*
 6

9
    

*
 7

0
      

*
 7

1
 

   
*
 7

2
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C

om
m

en
ts

 
R

es
p
on

se
s 

A
 =

 R
e

fe
re

n
c
e

 n
u

m
b

e
r 

fo
r 

s
u

m
m

a
ry

 r
e

s
p

o
n

s
e

 i
s
s

u
e
  
  

 

A
p
p
en

d
ix

 E
: 

C
om

m
en

ts
 a

n
d
 R

es
p
on

se
s 

E
-9

1
 

f
in

a
l 

e
n

v
ir

o
n

m
e

n
t
a

l 
im

p
a

c
t
 
s

t
a

t
e

m
e

n
t

m
il
le

r 
c
re

e
k
 r

o
a
d

C
om

m
en

t 
#

 6
0
 (

co
n

ti
n

u
ed

) 
 en
tir
e 
no
rth
 s
id
e 
of
 O
ld
 H
ig
hw
ay
 9
3 
is
 re
cr
ea
tio
n 
ac
tiv
ity
 s
o 
th
er
ef
or
e 
it 
on
ly
 ta
ke
s 
on
e 
ot
he
r p
ar
ce
l o
f 

la
nd
 li
ke
 a
 m
ot
el
 th
at
 li
es
 o
n 
th
e 
so
ut
h 
si
de
 to
 m
ak
e 
it 
pr
ed
om

in
an
tly
 a
 C
la
ss
 B
 c
at
eg
or
y.
  W

e 
do
 n
ot
 

be
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 c
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 c
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 m
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t p
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 D
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 d
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fic
 is
 g
oi
ng
 to
 li
e 
im
m
ed
ia
te
ly
 a
dj
ac
en
t t
o 
a 

te
e 
bo
x 
w
he
re
 th
er
e 
w
ill
 b
e,
 a
t a
ny
 o
ne
 ti
m
e,
 o
ve
r 
40
0 
go
lfe
rs
 in
 a
n 
ou
td
oo
r 
ac
tiv
ity
 s
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 c
o

m
m

e
n

t 
s
h

e
e
t 

re
c
e
iv

e
d

 a
t 

p
u

b
li

c
 

h
e
a
ri

n
g

 f
o

r 
im

p
ro

v
e
d

 l
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 A
 s
ec
on
d 
ac
ce
ss
 to
 th
is
 a
re
a 
w
ill
 b
e 
a 
ne
ce
ss
ity
 in
 th
e 
fu
tu
re
 a
nd
 s
o 
I h
op
e 
th
at
 a
 b
rid
ge
 a
t a
ny
 o
f t
he
 

th
re
e 
lo
ca
tio
ns
 b
e 
se
rio
us
ly
 c
on
si
de
re
d.
  I
t w
ill
 o
nl
y 
be
 m
or
e 
ex
pe
ns
iv
e 
in
 th
e 
fu
tu
re
. 

 If 
on
ly
 A
lte
rn
at
iv
e 
5A
 is
 c
on
si
de
re
d,
 I 
do
n’
t u
nd
er
st
an
d 
th
e 
ne
ed
 to
 e
nc
ou
ra
ge
 p
eo
pl
e 
to
 u
se
 O
ld
 H
w
y 
93
 

an
d 
pu
t a
no
th
er
 li
gh
t a
t i
ts
 ju
nc
tu
re
 w
ith
 R
es
er
ve
 S
tre
et
.  
T
hi
s 
is
 a
n 
ad
de
d 
ex
pe
ns
e 
th
at
 c
ou
ld
 b
e 
pu
t t
o 
a 

be
tte
r 
us
e.
  A
nd
 I 
em

ph
as
is
 th
at
 I 
am

 a
ga
in
st
 a
no
th
er
 li
gh
t o
n 
R
es
er
ve
 S
tr
ee
t. 
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 D
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m
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n
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w
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 c
o
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n
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 l
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M
y 
ba
ck
gr
ou
nd
: (
1)
 C
om

m
en
te
d 
on
 M
ill
er
 C
re
ek
 P
la
n;
 (
2)
 E
le
ct
ed
 to
 s
ta
te
 le
gi
sl
at
ur
e,
 

H
D
64
, t
hr
ee
 ti
m
es
 –
 th
at
 d
is
tr
ic
t i
nc
lu
de
d 
a 
pr
ec
in
ct
 in
 U
pp
er
 M
ill
er
 C
re
ek
; (
3)
 

M
em

be
r,
 M
is
so
ul
a 
C
on
so
lid
at
ed
 P
la
nn
in
g 
B
oa
rd
 2
00
4 
to
 p
re
se
nt
; (
4)
 P
re
se
nt
ly
 a
 

ca
nd
id
at
e 
fo
r 
H
D
93
 w
hi
ch
 in
cl
ud
es
 P
re
ci
nc
ts
 4
3 
an
d 
11
 in
 th
e 
im
pa
ct
ed
 a
re
a.
 

 M
y 
co
m
m
en
ts
: t
he
re
 m
us
t b
e 
a 
se
co
nd
 w
ay
 in
 a
nd
 o
ut
 o
f M

ill
er
 C
re
ek
 h
om

e 
si
te
s.
  

H
er
e’
s 
w
hy
: (
1)
 P
ro
m
is
es
 m
ad
e 
– 
th
e 
pe
op
le
 w
ho
 p
ut
 to
ge
th
er
 a
nd
 p
as
se
d 
th
e 
M
ill
er
 

C
re
ek
 P
la
n 
sa
id
 it
 o
ug
ht
 to
 h
ap
pe
n;
 (
2)
 I 
ha
ve
 k
no
ck
ed
 o
n 
ev
er
y 
do
or
 in
 P
re
ci
nc
ts
 1
1 

an
d 
43
 –
 th
ei
r 
m
os
t i
m
po
rt
an
t i
ss
ue
 is
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cc
es
s 
an
d 
eg
re
ss
; (
3)
 th
er
e 
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 a
 v
er
y 
sp
ec
ifi
c 

tr
af
fic
 p
ro
bl
em
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n 
C
hr
is
tia
n 
D
riv
e 
– 
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e 
30
0 
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ar
tm
en
ts
 w
ho
se
 r
es
id
en
ts
 s
tr
ea
m
 o
ut
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d 
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 th
ei
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de
ve
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pm

en
t. 
 T
he
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rig
in
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 p
la
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d 
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 a
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r 
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em
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C
hr
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id
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.  
I d
o 
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t c
la
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 to
 k
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w
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id
ge
, 
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gh
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lu
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M
ou
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R
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w
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 r
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t f
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t. 
 T
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w
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 b
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 m
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e 
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5.
  B
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50
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er
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 b
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m
or
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ug
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kl
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ra
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 s
ta
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at
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 b
rid
ge
 b
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 f
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 p
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c
o
n
s
id
e
ra
ti
o
n
 w
h
e
n
 d
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d
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e
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c
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n
g
 t
h
e
 P
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d
 

A
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e
rn
a
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v
e
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 C
h
a
p
te
r 
2
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e
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E
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x
p
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s
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h
e
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c
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e
n
in
g
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n
d
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s
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s
s
m
e
n
t 
o
f 
a
ll
 a
lt
e
rn
a
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v
e
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a
s
e
d
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n
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h
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 c
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e
c
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o
n
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.3
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c
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n
 2
.7
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 D
E
IS
 p
ro
v
id
e
s
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h
e
 r
e
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s
 t
h
a
t 
A
lt
e
rn
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v
e
 5
A
 

w
a
s
 s
e
le
c
te
d
 a
s
 t
h
e
 p
re
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rr
e
d
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lt
e
rn
a
ti
v
e
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o
r 
b
e
s
t 
m
e
e
ti
n
g
 t
h
e
 p
ro
je
c
t 

p
u
rp
o
s
e
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n
d
 n
e
e
d
. 
In
 a
d
d
it
io
n
, 
th
e
 P
re
fe
rr
e
d
 A
lt
e
rn
a
ti
v
e
 d
o
e
s
 n
o
t 
p
re
c
lu
d
e
 

a
 b
ri
d
g
e
 b
e
in
g
 c
o
n
s
tr
u
c
te
d
 i
n
 t
h
e
 f
u
tu
re
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I s
up
po
rt 
P
re
fe
rr
ed
 A
lte
rn
at
iv
e 
5A
.  
(1
) I
t p
ro
vi
de
s 
a 
dr
ai
n 
an
d 
ac
ce
ss
 to
 to
w
n 
to
 th
e 
tr
af
fic
 fr
om

 
M
ill
er
 C
re
ek
 a
re
a 
bo
th
 n
or
th
 a
nd
 s
ou
th
 a
t a
 r
ea
so
na
bl
e 
co
st
.  
(2
) T
he
 o
th
er
 a
lte
rn
at
iv
es
 to
 th
e 
so
ut
h 

do
 n
ot
 s
ee
m
 to
 p
ro
vi
de
 a
ny
 s
ig
ni
fic
an
t a
dv
an
ta
ge
 ju
st
ify
in
g 
th
ei
r m

uc
h 
hi
gh
er
 c
os
ts
.  
(In
 fa
ct
 th
es
e 

br
id
ge
s 
sh
ou
ld
 b
e 
bu
ilt
 fu
rt
he
r 
so
ut
h 
to
 a
vo
id
 b
re
ak
in
g 
U
.S
. 9
3 
tr
af
fic
 ju
st
 b
ef
or
e 
to
w
n)
.  
 (
3)
  E
xc
ep
t 

fo
r 4
C
 th
e 
ot
he
r 
al
te
rn
at
iv
es
 w
ill
 re
qu
ire
 m
uc
h 
hi
gh
er
 c
os
ts
 to
 g
o 
an
yw
he
re
 a
nd
 p
ro
vi
de
 re
al
 re
lie
f 

to
 tr
af
fic
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 C
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 T
he
 (P
re
fe
rr
ed
 A
lt.
) i
s 
ve
ry
 u
nf
rie
nd
ly
 to
 b
ik
e 
co
m
m
ut
er
s.
  I
t w
ill
 b
e 
im
po
ss
ib
le
 to
 tu
rn
 o
nt
o 
P
os
t S
id
in
g 

R
oa
d 
fr
om

 O
ld
 9
3 
co
m
in
g 
fr
om

 th
e 
w
es
t. 
 It
’s
 h
ar
d 
to
 c
ro
ss
 3
-4
 la
ne
s 
of
 tr
af
fic
. A
 b
et
te
r t
ho
ug
ht
 is
 to
 

m
ak
e 
a 
bi
ke
 p
at
h 
on
 th
e 
no
rth
 s
id
e 
of
 O
ld
 9
3 
– 
no
t 2
 b
ik
e 
la
ne
s 
al
on
g 
ol
d 
93
.  
T
he
 b
ik
e 
pa
th
 c
ou
ld
 a
ls
o 

co
nn
ec
t t
o 
th
e 
R
es
er
ve
 S
tr
ee
t p
at
h 
al
on
g 
th
e 
ea
st
 s
id
e 
of
 th
e 
La
rc
hm

on
t g
ol
f c
ou
rs
e.
 

 I t
hi
nk
 th
e 
br
id
ge
 (
an
y 
of
 th
e 
lo
ca
tio
ns
 u
nd
er
 s
ev
er
al
 o
f t
he
 a
lte
rn
at
iv
es
) l
oc
at
io
n 
ne
ed
s 
to
 b
e 
re
vi
si
te
d.
  

A
no
th
er
 o
ut
le
t f
or
 M
ill
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ek
 to
 9
3 
is
 s
or
el
y 
ne
ed
ed
 –
 a
ll 
of
 th
e 
tr
af
fic
 s
ho
ul
d 
no
t b
e 
fu
nn
el
ed
 to
 9
3.
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at
 L
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yd
 T
w
id
t s
ai
d 
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e 
de
ve
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rs
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e 
go
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 p
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r t
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 b
rid
ge
? 
 

T
hi
s 
I h
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rd
 L
lo
yd
 h
im
se
lf 
sa
y 
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 o
ne
 o
f t
he
 fi
rs
t m

ee
tin
gs
 a
 c
ou
pl
e 
of
 y
ea
rs
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 Comments Responses 

A = Reference number for summary response issue     

Appendix E: Comments and Responses E-107 

f i n a l  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  i m p a c t  s t a t e m e n t
miller creek road

Comment # 76: Penny Ritchie Response to Comment # 76 
 
Responses to this comment letter can be found under Summary 
Response issue letters A, B, C, D, H, and O. 
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C 

O 

TO: Craig Genzlinger, PE 
Federal Highway Administration 
585 Shepard Way 
Helena MT 59601 

RE: Miller Road EIS 

I After spending nearly $3 million on studies, the FHA has come up with a proposal that not only 
doesn't solve the initial purpose for the project, that of providing a second access to US 93 from 
Miller Road, but creates another unworkable "malfunction junction" in south Missoula. 

The preferred alternative should be to do nothing until a project can be developed that works well 

I into Missoula's future, one which will route US 93 through-traffic around or across Missoula on 
a limited-access road instead of along the nightmare of Reserve Street. Bicycle access from the 
Bitterroot Valley and the Miller Creek area should also be considered, as should mass transit 
from the same areas. Walmart may support this plan, but why do we need another Walmart 
Superstore anyway?? 

I Alternative 5 is nothing more than an expensive band-aid. The $13 million, which is sure to soar 
as local business submit their claims, would be better-spent as part of a plan that looks to the 
future. This money (yes, even if it costs $45 million) should be spent on a permanent fix. Build 
a bridge, and build a by-pass, and fix Missoula' s traffic problems. 

\-0l11(01v 

cc: Max Baucus, Conrad Burns 

I I II 1111111111111111111 
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Appendix E: Comments and Responses E-116 

f i n a l  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  i m p a c t  s t a t e m e n t
miller creek road

Comment # 83: Maxine Searles 

 

Response to Comment # 83 
 
Responses to this comment letter can be found under Summary 
Response issue letters F and G. 
 

 

G 

 

 

 

 

F 

G 

 

 

I 

I 

September 26, 2006 

Ms. Misty McCoy 
Carter & Burgess 
707 1 i 11 Street 
Denver, Co 80202 

Dear Ms. McCoy: 

~ Ay'~'-

In our September newsletter .... the Missoula Country Club .. there was an article on the 
proposed changes of Old Hwy 93 and the impact on the 8th and 9th holes of the golf 
course. 

It did not explain why this change was being made .... traffic problems. 

I would like to suggest that Old Hwy 93 heading south to the Bitterroot be made into a 
one-way road (two lanes heading south) ... funneling traffic off of Reserve Street. 
Therefore, not having to impact the golf course or other businesses on the East side of 
Old Hwy 93. All traffic coming from the Bitterroot would still go up to Reserve and 
go either to SW Higgins, up Hwy 93, or North on Reserve .... as they do now. If you 
funnel traffic north on Old Hwy 93 you will have to put in lights on Reserve St .... one 
block from existing lights. 

As I said . .. .I don't know what all is involved but wanted to offer the suggestion. It 
would be very sad to destroy a golf course that has been there for so many years. 

Maxine Searles 

✓/;?I/ft L/_:__ s:: _c?~ 

j57~ 
677 {)y,,.__ 
~/~ 
q~/ 
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Appendix E: Comments and Responses E-117 

f i n a l  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  i m p a c t  s t a t e m e n t
miller creek road

Comment # 84: Vance S. and Nancy L. Ventresca 
 
 

 
 

 

Response to Comment # 84 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

*  89: Your comment has been noted. 

 

*  89 

September 27, 2006 

1155 Big Flat Road 
Missoula MT 59804 

Craig Genzlinger: 

~ 

OCT O -~ 2006 
fiiW& 

Mt'.!MA~ 

This letter is in support of the Preferred Alternative SA for the Miller Creek Road DEIS. 
This alternative provides the best action with the least social and environmental impact. 
ln no way do we favor a bridge over the Bitte1TOot River. Thank you for your 
consideration. 

~=s.✓-
Vance S. Ventresca 

1§:~'"~'t/JIIW~ 

I I II 1111111111111111111 
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Appendix E: Comments and Responses E-121 

f i n a l  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  i m p a c t  s t a t e m e n t
miller creek road

Comment # 88: Geraldean L. Fluke 

 

Response to Comment # 88 
 
Responses to this comment letter can be found under Summary 
Response issue letters C, D, F, I and O. 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
* 91: Table 4-8 of the EIS presents a summary of how Alternative 4C 

would operate compared to other build alternatives from a transportation 
standpoint. 
 
 
* 92: Alternative 5A was selected as the Preferred Alternative. No 
improvements are proposed at Hayes Creek Road under Alternative 5A. 

 
 
* 93: The railway continues operation and would not likely be amenable 

to selling the railroad right-of-way. 
 
 
 

 

 

C 

D 

F 
* 91 

I 

O 

 
* 92 

 
* 93 

5420 Hayes Creek Road 
Missoula, MT 59804 
October ] , 2006. 

Craig Genzlinger, PE 
Federal Highway Administration 
585 Shepard Way 
Helena, MT 5960 l 

Re: Miller Creek Road EIS 

Dear Sir: 

liECSWD 

rin n )fl06 
;iflllii 

Mtlm11MA ~Ml 

This is response to invitation to comment on the plans that you are continuing to ask 
public input. 

I My belief is that your plans do not address properly two major traffic impact problems; 
i.e . . the Lower Mil ler housing development and the Bitterroot traffic . 

The Government should find the funding to combine two of your plans. By building 
both Alternative SA and Alternative 4C, would give egress from Miller Creek two J optional routes and would allow melding the heavy Bitterroot traffic at two locations. It I would also slow the Bitterroot traffic before they reach the present Blue Mountain traffic 
signal. 

Hayes Creek Road access is presently on a blind hill for traffic going south . 

Incidentally, is there any possibility that the Highway system acquire the Washin6rton 
Corp railroad right-of-way from the Bitterroot through Missoula? 

Very truly yours, 

~!&~ of'c0 (__ 

Geraldean Fluke, P.E., PhD 

I I II 1111111111111111111 



   
C

om
m

en
ts

 
R

es
p
on

se
s 

A
 =

 R
e

fe
re

n
c
e

 n
u

m
b

e
r 

fo
r 

s
u

m
m

a
ry

 r
e

s
p

o
n

s
e

 i
s
s

u
e
  
  

 

A
p
p
en

d
ix

 E
: 

C
om

m
en

ts
 a

n
d
 R

es
p
on

se
s 

E
-1

2
2

 

f
in

a
l 

e
n

v
ir

o
n

m
e

n
t
a

l 
im

p
a

c
t
 
s

t
a

t
e

m
e

n
t

m
il
le

r 
c
re

e
k
 r

o
a
d

C
om

m
en

t 
#

 8
9
: 

M
ic

h
ae

l 
S

te
in

be
rg

 
 
F
ro
m
: 
M
ic
h
a
e
l 
S
T
E
IN
B
E
R
G
 [
m
a
ilt
o
:s
te
in
m
j5
5
@
m
sn
.c
o
m
] 
 

S
e
n
t:
 T
u
e
sd
a
y
, 
O
ct
o
b
e
r 
0
3
, 
2
0
0
6
 8
:1
6
 P
M
 

T
o
: 
G
e
n
zl
in
g
e
r,
 C
ra
ig
 

S
u
b
je
c
t:
 E
IS
 c
o
m
m
e
n
t 

 D
e
a
r 
C
ra
ig
, 

  W
e
 n
e
e
d
 a
 b
ri
d
g
e
 a
t 
B
lu
e
 M
o
u
n
ta
in
 R
o
a
d
, 
p
e
ri
o
d
! 
A
n
o
th
e
r 

b
a
n
d
-a
id
 s
o
lu
ti
o
n
 w
e
 d
o
n
't
 n
e
e
d
. 
T
h
e
 "
p
re
fe
rr
e
d
 a
lt
e
rn
a
ti
v
e
" 

(p
re
fe
rr
e
d
 b
y
 w
h
o
m
 I
 w
o
u
ld
 a
s
k
, 
c
e
rt
a
in
ly
 n
o
t 
m
e
) 
is
 y
e
t 

a
n
o
th
e
r 
s
h
o
rt
-s
ig
h
te
d
 f
ix
 t
o
 a
 p
ro
b
le
m
 t
h
a
t 
w
il
l 
c
o
n
ti
n
u
e
 t
o
 

g
ro
w
. 
T
h
e
 o
n
ly
 w
a
y
 t
o
 a
ll
e
v
ia
te
 t
h
e
 c
u
rr
e
n
t 
c
o
n
g
e
s
ti
o
n
 a
n
d
 

p
re
p
a
re
 f
o
r 
m
u
c
h
 m

o
re
 t
o
 c
o
m
e
, 
is
 t
o
 p
ro
v
id
e
 a
n
o
th
e
r 
a
c
c
e
s
s
 

ro
u
te
 f
o
r 
th
e
 h
u
n
d
re
d
s
 o
f 
h
o
m
e
s
 y
e
t 
to
 b
e
 b
u
il
t 
in
 t
h
e
 M
a
lo
n
e
y
 

R
a
n
c
h
 a
re
a
. 
If
 t
h
is
 w
e
re
 u
p
 t
o
 a
 v
o
te
, 
a
n
d
 I
 w
is
h
 i
t 
w
e
re
, 
I 

w
o
u
ld
 o
v
e
rw
h
e
lm

in
g
 s
u
p
p
o
rt
 A
lt
e
ra
ti
v
e
 3
B
. 
T
h
e
 m

a
jo
ri
ty
 o
f 
th
e
 

e
x
p
e
n
s
e
 f
o
r 
th
is
 p
ro
je
c
t 
s
h
o
u
ld
 b
e
 p
a
id
 b
y
 t
h
o
s
e
 w
h
o
 w
o
u
ld
 

b
e
n
e
fi
t 
m
o
s
t 
fr
o
m
 i
t,
 i
e
 t
h
e
 d
e
v
e
lo
p
e
rs
 o
f 
M
a
lo
n
e
y
 R
a
n
c
h
. 
 

  S
in
c
e
re
ly
, 
M
ic
h
a
e
l 
S
te
in
b
e
rg
 

6
3
0
5
 S
T
 T
h
o
m
a
s
 D
r.
  
 

 

R
es

p
on

se
 t

o 
C

om
m

en
t 

#
 8

9
 

 R
e
s
p
o
n
s
e
s
 t
o
 t
h
is
 c
o
m
m
e
n
t 
le
tt
e
r 
c
a
n
 b
e
 f
o
u
n
d
 u
n
d
e
r 
S
u
m
m
a
ry
 

R
e
s
p
o
n
s
e
 i
s
s
u
e
 l
e
tt
e
rs
 A
, 
C
, 
a
n
d
 D
. 

   

A
 

C
 

D
 

 

I 

------
: -----



   
C

om
m

en
ts

 
R

es
p
on

se
s 

A
 =

 R
e

fe
re

n
c
e

 n
u

m
b

e
r 

fo
r 

s
u

m
m

a
ry

 r
e

s
p

o
n

s
e

 i
s
s

u
e
  
  

 

A
p
p
en

d
ix

 E
: 

C
om

m
en

ts
 a

n
d
 R

es
p
on

se
s 

E
-1

2
3

 

f
in

a
l 

e
n

v
ir

o
n

m
e

n
t
a

l 
im

p
a

c
t
 
s

t
a

t
e

m
e

n
t

m
il
le

r 
c
re

e
k
 r

o
a
d

C
om

m
en

t 
#

 9
0
: 

C
el

ia
 C

. 
W

in
k
le

r 
 F

ro
m

: 
C

e
lia

 C
 W

in
k
le

r 
[ m

a
ilt

o
:c

e
lia

.w
in

k
le

r@
m

s
o
.u

m
t.
e
d
u
] 
 

S
e
n
t:

 T
h
u
rs

d
a

y,
 O

c
to

b
e
r 

0
5
, 
2
0

0
6
 1

1
:2

9
 A

M
 

T
o
: 
c
ra

ig
.g

e
n

zl
in

g
e
r@

fh
w

a
.d

o
t.
g

o
v
; 
M

c
C

o
y,

 M
is

ty
 S

. 
S

u
b
je

c
t:
 M

ill
e
r 

E
IS

 
 

I 
p
re

fe
r 

th
e
 "

p
re

fe
rr

e
d
 a

lte
rn

a
ti
ve

,"
 5

a
, 

in
 t

h
a
t 

it 
d
o
e
s
 t

h
e
 l
e
a
s
t 

d
a
m

a
g
e
 t
o
 t
h

e
 a

re
a
. 
 T

h
e
 b

e
s
t 
s
o
lu

ti
o

n
 t
o
 t

h
e
 H

w
y 

9
3
 m

e
s
s
 is

 r
e
a
lly

 
to

 im
p
ro

ve
 m

a
s
s
 t
ra

n
s
it 

fr
o
m

 t
h
e
 B

itt
e
rr

o
o
t 
a

n
d
 t

h
e
 M

ill
e
r 

C
re

e
k
 a

re
a
. 
 

If
 w

e
 s

p
e
n
d
 a

 l
o
t 
o
f 

m
o
n
e

y 
o
n
 n

e
w

 b
ri

d
g

e
s
 a

n
d

 o
ve

rp
a

s
s
e
s
, 
w

e
 a

re
 

c
o
m

m
itt

e
d
 t
o
 t

h
e
 s

in
g

le
 d

ri
v
e
r 

a
p
p
ro

a
c
h
 t
o

 t
h
e

 is
s
u
e
. 

 T
h
e
re

fo
re

, 
th

e
 

le
a
s
t 

in
tr

u
s
iv

e
 s

o
lu

ti
o
n
 w

o
u
ld

 b
e
 t

h
e
 b

e
s
t.
 

  In
 a

d
d
it
io

n
, 
a

d
d
in

g
 a

 s
ig

n
a

l 
a
t 
R

e
s
e
rv

e
 a

n
d
 O

ld
 H

w
y 

9
3

 w
o
u

ld
 s

o
lv

e
 

a
 L

O
T

 o
f 

p
ro

b
le

m
s
, 
a
llo

w
in

g
 p

e
o
p
le

 t
o

 b
yp

a
s
s
 t
h

e
 n

e
w

 "
m

a
lf
u
n
c
tio

n
 

ju
n
c
tio

n
" 

o
f 

R
e
s
e
rv

e
 a

n
d
 9

3
 w

ith
o
u
t 

d
o

in
g
 a

 l
o
t 
d

e
s
tr

u
c
ti
v
e
 r

o
a
d

 
b
u
ild

in
g
 i
n
 t

h
e
 B

lu
e
 M

tn
 a

n
d
 T

a
rg

e
t 
R

a
n

g
e
 a

re
a
s
. 

  A
lt
e
rn

a
ti
v
e
 3

b
 is

 t
h
e
 a

b
s
o
lu

te
 w

o
rs

t.
  
D

e
s
tr

u
c
ti
ve

 a
n
d
 r

e
in

fo
rc

e
s
 t
h
e
 

n
o
ti
o
n
 t

h
a
t 

h
w

y 
9
3

 in
to

 M
is

s
o
u
la

 i
s
 a

 f
re

e
w

a
y.

 
C

e
lia

 W
in

k
le

r 
c
e
lia

.w
in

k
le

r@
u
m

o
n
ta

n
a
.e

d
u
 

o
ff

ic
e
: 
4
0
6
-2

4
3
-5

8
4

3
 

h
o
m

e
: 
 4

0
6
-5

4
9
-6

2
8
5
 

 

R
es

p
on

se
 t

o 
C

om
m

en
t 

#
 9

0
 

 R
e
s
p
o
n
s
e
s
 t
o
 t
h
is
 c
o
m
m
e
n
t 
le
tt
e
r 
c
a
n
 b
e
 f
o
u
n
d
 u
n
d
e
r 
S
u
m
m
a
ry
 

R
e
s
p
o
n
s
e
 i
s
s
u
e
 l
e
tt
e
rs
 F
 a
n
d
 N
. 

   *
  
9
4
: 
Y
o
u
r 
c
o
m
m
e
n
t 
h
a
s
 b
e
e
n
 n
o
te
d
. 

 
*
  

9
4

 

F
 

N
 

I 

----------

-



   
C

om
m

en
ts

 
R

es
p
on

se
s 

A
 =

 R
e

fe
re

n
c
e

 n
u

m
b

e
r 

fo
r 

s
u

m
m

a
ry

 r
e

s
p

o
n

s
e

 i
s
s

u
e
  
  

 

A
p
p
en

d
ix

 E
: 

C
om

m
en

ts
 a

n
d
 R

es
p
on

se
s 

E
-1

2
4

 

f
in

a
l 

e
n

v
ir

o
n

m
e

n
t
a

l 
im

p
a

c
t
 
s

t
a

t
e

m
e

n
t

m
il
le

r 
c
re

e
k
 r

o
a
d

C
om

m
en

t 
#

 9
1
: 

T
h
om

as
 A

. 
L

ay
n

e 
 F
ro
m
: 
T
H
O
M
A
S
 A
 L
A
Y
N
E
 [
m
a
ilt
o
:t
a
la
y
n
e
@
m
sn
.c
o
m
] 
 

S
e
n
t:
 F
ri
d
a
y
, 
O
ct
o
b
e
r 
0
6
, 
2
0
0
6
 1
0
:1
6
 A
M
 

T
o
: 
G
e
n
zl
in
g
e
r,
 C
ra
ig
 

S
u
b
je
c
t:
 F
w
: 
M
ill
e
r 
C
re
e
k
 O
L
d
 H
ig
h
w
a
y
 9
3
 e
x
p
a
n
si
o
n
 P
ro
je
ct

 
 M
r.
 C
ra
ig
 G
e
n
z
li
n
g
e
r,
 

F
e
d
e
ra
l 
H
ig
h
w
a
y
 A
d
m
in
is
tr
a
ti
o
n
 

H
e
le
n
a
 M
t.
 

  D
e
a
r 
M
r.
 G
e
n
z
li
n
g
e
r 
 

I 
a
m
 r
e
s
e
n
d
in
g
 m

y
 c
o
m
m
e
n
ts
 o
n
 t
h
e
 M
il
le
r 
C
re
e
k
 D
E
IS
 a
s
 I
 n
o
te
 

th
a
t 
I 
d
id
 n
o
t 
in
c
lu
d
e
 m

y
 a
d
d
re
s
s
 a
n
d
 p
h
o
n
e
 n
u
m
b
e
r 
w
it
h
 t
h
e
 

o
ri
g
in
a
l.
 

  T
h
a
n
k
 y
o
u
, 

  T
h
o
m
a
s
 A
. 
L
a
y
n
e
 

4
1
4
 R
a
in
ie
r 
C
o
u
rt
 

M
is
s
o
u
la
, 
M
t.
 5
9
8
0
3
 

  4
0
6
-7
2
8
-3
6
1
7
 

--
--

- 
O

ri
g
in

a
l 
M

e
s
s
a
g
e

 -
--

--
  

F
ro

m
: 

T
H

O
M

A
S

 A
 L

A
Y

N
E

  
T

o
: 

c
ra

ig
.g

e
n

zl
in

g
e
r@

fh
w

a
.d

o
t.

g
o

v  
 

C
c
: 

 
S

e
n

t:
 T

h
u
rs

d
a

y,
 O

c
to

b
e
r 

0
5
, 
2
0

0
6
 1

:2
0

 P
M

 
S

u
b

je
c
t:

 M
ill

e
r 

C
re

e
k
 O

L
d
 H

ig
h

w
a

y 
9
3

 e
x
p
a

n
s
io

n
 P

ro
je

c
t 

   
 

M
r.
 C
ra
ig
 G
e
n
z
li
n
g
e
r,
 

F
e
d
e
ra
l 
H
ig
h
w
a
y
 A
d
m
in
is
tr
a
ti
o
n
 

H
e
le
n
a
, 
M
t.
 

  

R
es

p
on

se
 t

o 
C

om
m

en
t 

#
 9

1
 

 R
e
s
p
o
n
s
e
s
 t
o
 t
h
is
 c
o
m
m
e
n
t 
le
tt
e
r 
c
a
n
 b
e
 f
o
u
n
d
 u
n
d
e
r 
S
u
m
m
a
ry
 

R
e
s
p
o
n
s
e
 i
s
s
u
e
 l
e
tt
e
rs
 B
, 
F
, 
a
n
d
 G
. 

  

I 

----------



   
C

om
m

en
ts

 
R

es
p
on

se
s 

A
 =

 R
e

fe
re

n
c
e

 n
u

m
b

e
r 

fo
r 

s
u

m
m

a
ry

 r
e

s
p

o
n

s
e

 i
s
s

u
e
  
  

 

A
p
p
en

d
ix

 E
: 

C
om

m
en

ts
 a

n
d
 R

es
p
on

se
s 

E
-1

2
5

 

f
in

a
l 

e
n

v
ir

o
n

m
e

n
t
a

l 
im

p
a

c
t
 
s

t
a

t
e

m
e

n
t

m
il
le

r 
c
re

e
k
 r

o
a
d

C
om

m
en

t 
#

 9
1
 (

co
n

ti
n

u
ed

) 
  
M
r.
 G
e
n
z
li
n
g
e
r,
 

 O
c
to
b
e
r 
5
th
, 
2
0
0
6
 

 P
le
a
s
e
 a
c
c
e
p
t 
th
e
 f
o
ll
o
w
in
g
 a
s
 c
o
m
m
e
n
ts
 r
e
g
a
rd
in
g
 t
h
e
 

e
x
p
a
n
s
io
n
 o
f 
O
ld
 H
ig
h
w
a
y
 9
3
 a
s
 p
a
rt
 o
f 
th
e
 M
il
le
r 
C
re
e
k
 

R
o
a
d
. 
I 
w
il
l 
b
e
 o
u
t 
M
is
s
o
u
la
 a
n
d
 c
a
n
n
o
t 
a
tt
e
n
d
 t
h
e
 p
u
b
li
c
 h
e
a
ri
n
g
 

O
c
t 
1
7
th
. 

I 
re
c
e
iv
e
d
 a
 r
e
p
ly
 f
ro
m
 M
is
ty
 M
c
C
o
y
 t
o
 c
o
m
m
e
n
ts
 s
u
b
m
it
te
d
 t
o
 

h
e
r 
in
 S
e
p
te
m
b
e
r.
 I
n
 h
e
r 
a
n
s
w
e
r 
s
h
e
 a
s
s
u
re
s
 m

e
 t
h
a
t 
a
ll
 o
f 
th
e
 

is
s
u
e
s
 I
 r
a
is
e
d
 w
o
u
ld
 b
e
 a
d
d
re
s
s
e
d
 a
n
d
 r
e
s
o
lv
e
d
 t
h
ro
u
g
h
 

m
e
e
ti
n
g
s
 w
it
h
 N
e
il
 M
ic
h
e
ls
o
n
, 
M
a
n
a
g
e
r 
o
f 
th
e
 M
is
s
o
u
la
 C
o
u
n
tr
y
 

C
lu
b
 a
n
d
 c
o
u
n
tr
y
 c
lu
b
 r
e
p
re
s
e
n
ta
ti
v
e
s
. 
T
h
is
 i
s
 r
e
a
s
s
u
ri
n
g
 b
u
t 
b
u
t 

d
o
e
s
 n
o
t 
g
o
 t
o
 t
h
e
 c
o
re
 o
f 
th
e
 q
u
e
s
ti
o
n
s
 w
it
h
 s
p
e
c
if
ic
 a
n
s
w
e
rs
. 
In
 

a
d
d
it
io
n
, 
in
 s
p
e
a
k
in
g
 w
it
h
 N
e
il
 a
n
d
 o
th
e
r 
re
p
re
s
e
n
ta
ti
v
e
s
 o
f 
th
e
 

c
o
u
n
tr
y
 c
lu
b
 t
h
e
re
 s
e
e
m
s
 t
o
 b
e
 a
 l
a
c
k
 o
f 
re
a
l 

c
o
m
m
u
n
ic
a
ti
o
n
 r
e
g
a
rd
in
g
 t
h
is
 p
ro
je
c
t.
 

I 
h
a
v
e
 r
e
a
d
 t
h
e
 e
n
ti
re
 D
E
IS
, 
e
s
p
e
c
ia
ll
y
 a
s
 i
t 
a
p
p
li
e
s
 t
o
 O
ld
 

H
ig
h
w
a
y
 9
3
. 
T
h
e
 r
e
v
is
io
n
 o
f 
O
ld
 H
ig
h
w
a
y
 9
3
 i
s
 p
a
rt
 o
f 
a
ll
 o
f 
th
e
 

o
p
ti
o
n
s
 e
x
c
e
p
t 
d
o
 n
o
th
in
g
, 
s
o
 t
h
e
re
 i
s
 n
e
e
d
 t
o
 a
d
d
re
s
s
 h
o
w
 t
h
is
 

p
o
rt
io
n
 o
f 
th
e
 p
ro
je
c
t 
w
il
l 
a
ff
e
c
t 
th
e
 M
is
s
o
u
la
 C
o
u
n
tr
y
 C
lu
b
. 

  In
 g
e
n
e
ra
l,
 m

y
 r
e
a
d
in
g
 o
f 
th
e
 d
ra
ft
 t
re
a
ts
 t
h
e
 C
o
u
n
tr
y
 C
lu
b
 a
s
 a
 

p
ri
v
a
te
 e
n
ti
ty
 a
n
d
 w
it
h
 v
e
ry
 l
it
tl
e
 s
tu
d
y
 o
f 
th
e
 i
m
p
a
c
ts
 o
n
 t
h
e
 

C
lu
b
. 
S
p
e
c
if
ic
a
ll
y
, 
th
e
 d
ra
ft
 s
ta
te
s
 t
h
a
t 
th
e
 p
ro
je
c
t 
w
il
l 
"n
o
t 

im
p
a
c
t 
th
e
 g
o
lf
in
g
 a
re
a
s
 o
f 
th
e
 c
lu
b
".
 

In
 o
n
e
 s
e
c
ti
o
n
 t
h
e
 d
ra
ft
 s
ta
te
s
 t
h
e
 p
ro
je
c
t 
M
A
Y
 h
a
v
e
 a
n
 i
m
p
a
c
t 

o
n
 t
h
e
 e
n
tr
a
n
c
e
 t
o
 t
h
e
 C
o
u
n
tr
y
 C
lu
b
. 
In
 a
n
o
th
e
r 
s
e
c
ti
o
n
 t
h
e
 d
ra
ft
 

s
a
y
s
 "
th
e
re
 w
il
l 
b
e
 a
 d
ir
e
c
t 
im

p
a
c
t 
o
n
 t
h
e
 e
n
tr
a
n
c
e
".
 T
h
e
 d
ra
ft
  

R
es

p
on

se
 t

o 
C

om
m

en
t 

#
 9

1
 (

co
n

ti
n

u
ed

) 
              *
 9
5
: 
Im

p
a
c
ts
 t
o
 t
h
e
 p
ri
v
a
te
ly
-o
w
n
e
d
 M
is
s
o
u
la
 C
o
u
n
tr
y
 C
lu
b
 a
n
d
 g
o
lf
 

c
o
u
rs
e
 w
e
re
 f
u
ll
y
 e
v
a
lu
a
te
d
 i
n
 t
h
e
 D
E
IS
. 
A
s
 d
is
c
u
s
s
e
d
 i
n
 I
s
s
u
e
 G
, 
h
o
le
s
 

e
ig
h
t 
a
n
d
 n
in
e
 a
n
d
 t
h
e
 e
ig
h
th
 a
n
d
 n
in
th
 h
o
le
 t
e
e
 b
o
x
e
s
 o
r 
fa
ir
w
a
y
s
 w
o
u
ld
 

n
o
t 
b
e
 i
m
p
a
c
te
d
 w
it
h
 O
ld
 U
S
 9
3
 i
m
p
ro
v
e
m
e
n
ts
 a
s
 o
ri
g
in
a
ll
y
 p
ro
p
o
s
e
d
 i
n
 

th
e
 D
E
IS
 o
r 
w
it
h
 t
h
e
 r
e
v
is
e
d
 d
e
s
ig
n
 i
n
 t
h
e
 F
E
IS
. 
T
h
e
 g
re
e
n
s
, 
h
o
le
s
, 
te
e
 

b
o
x
e
s
, 
o
r 
fa
ir
w
a
y
s
 w
e
re
 n
e
v
e
r 
e
x
p
e
c
te
d
 t
o
 b
e
 i
m
p
a
c
te
d
. 
 F
ro
m
 t
h
e
 e
x
is
ti
n
g
 

d
ri
v
e
w
a
y
 e
n
tr
a
n
c
e
 a
lo
n
g
 t
h
e
 s
o
u
th
w
e
s
t 
p
ro
p
e
rt
y
 l
in
e
 t
o
w
a
rd
 U
S
 9
3
, 

a
p
p
ro
x
im
a
te
ly
 3
0
 f
e
e
t 
o
f 
ri
g
h
t-
o
f-
w
a
y
 w
o
u
ld
 b
e
 a
c
q
u
ir
e
d
 f
ro
m
 t
h
e
 C
o
u
n
tr
y
 

C
lu
b
 t
o
 a
c
c
o
m
m
o
d
a
te
 t
h
e
 a
d
d
it
io
n
a
l 
tu
rn
in
g
 l
a
n
e
s
 a
t 
th
e
 O
ld
 U
S
 9
3
 a
n
d
 U
S
 

9
3
 i
n
te
rs
e
c
ti
o
n
. 
T
h
e
 a
re
a
 i
m
p
a
c
te
d
 i
s
 t
h
e
 l
a
n
d
s
c
a
p
e
d
 a
re
a
 a
d
ja
c
e
n
t 
to
 t
h
e
 

p
a
rk
in
g
 l
o
t 
a
n
d
 e
n
tr
a
n
c
e
 r
o
a
d
. 
N
o
 i
m
p
a
c
ts
 w
o
u
ld
 o
c
c
u
r 
to
 t
h
e
 p
a
rk
in
g
 l
o
t.
 

T
h
e
 o
n
ly
 i
m
p
a
c
t 
th
a
t 
w
o
u
ld
 o
c
c
u
r 
to
 t
h
e
 C
o
u
n
tr
y
 C
lu
b
 a
lo
n
g
 t
h
e
 s
o
u
th
e
rn
 

p
ro
p
e
rt
y
 l
in
e
 e
a
s
t 
o
f 
th
e
 e
n
tr
a
n
c
e
 r
o
a
d
 i
n
 t
h
e
 a
re
a
 o
f 
h
o
le
s
 8
 a
n
d
 9
 f
a
ir
w
a
y
 

a
n
d
 r
o
u
g
h
 i
s
 t
o
 p
o
rt
io
n
s
 o
f 
th
e
 v
e
g
e
ta
ti
v
e
 h
e
d
g
e
 o
r 
g
ra
v
e
l 
m
a
in
te
n
a
n
c
e
 

a
re
a
. 
In
 o
rd
e
r 
to
 a
c
c
o
m
m
o
d
a
te
 t
h
e
 w
id
e
r 
O
ld
 U
S
 9
3
 t
y
p
ic
a
l 
s
e
c
ti
o
n
, 
a
n
 

a
re
a
 o
f 
ri
g
h
t-
o
f-
w
a
y
 a
p
p
ro
x
im
a
te
ly
 2
5
0
 f
e
e
t 
lo
n
g
 b
y
 f
iv
e
 f
e
e
t 
w
id
e
 w
o
u
ld
 

b
e
 a
c
q
u
ir
e
d
 a
s
 p
e
rm

a
n
e
n
t 
ri
g
h
t-
o
f-
w
a
y
. 
N
o
 i
m
p
a
c
ts
 t
o
 t
h
e
 8

th
 a
n
d
 9

th
 

h
o
le
s
, 
fa
ir
w
a
y
s
, 
o
r 
tr
e
e
s
 a
lo
n
g
 t
h
e
 f
a
ir
w
a
y
s
 w
o
u
ld
 o
c
c
u
r.
  
 S
e
e
 a
d
d
it
io
n
a
l 

e
x
p
la
n
a
ti
o
n
 u
n
d
e
r 
Is
s
u
e
 F
, 
w
h
ic
h
 i
n
c
lu
d
e
s
 a
 g
ra
p
h
ic
 d
e
p
ic
ti
n
g
 i
m
p
a
c
ts
 t
o
 

th
e
 M
is
s
o
u
la
 C
o
u
n
tr
y
 C
lu
b
 a
s
s
o
c
ia
te
d
 w
it
h
 t
h
e
 m

o
d
if
ie
d
 O
ld
 U
S
 9
3
 d
e
s
ig
n
. 

T
h
is
 i
n
fo
rm

a
ti
o
n
 h
a
s
 b
e
e
n
 c
la
ri
fi
e
d
 i
n
 t
h
e
 F
E
IS
. 

B
 

F
 

G
      

*
 9

5
 

F
 

G
 

I 

------
: -----

& --



   
C

om
m

en
ts

 
R

es
p
on

se
s 

A
 =

 R
e

fe
re

n
c
e

 n
u

m
b

e
r 

fo
r 

s
u

m
m

a
ry

 r
e

s
p

o
n

s
e

 i
s
s

u
e
  
  

 

A
p
p
en

d
ix

 E
: 

C
om

m
en

ts
 a

n
d
 R

es
p
on

se
s 

E
-1

2
6

 

f
in

a
l 

e
n

v
ir

o
n

m
e

n
t
a

l 
im

p
a

c
t
 
s

t
a

t
e

m
e

n
t

m
il
le

r 
c
re

e
k
 r

o
a
d

C
om

m
en

t 
#

 9
1
 (

co
n

ti
n

u
ed

) 
  
s
ta
te
s
 t
h
e
re
 i
s
 n
o
 n
e
e
d
 f
o
r 
s
o
u
n
d
 m

it
ig
a
ti
o
n
. 
It
 s
ta
te
s
 t
h
a
t 
th
e
 

p
ro
je
c
t 
w
il
l 
re
q
u
ir
e
 a
c
q
u
is
it
io
n
 o
f 
" 
a
 s
m
a
ll
 a
m
o
u
n
t 
o
f 
la
n
d
 f
ro
m
 

th
e
 C
o
u
n
tr
y
 C
lu
b
."
 

In
 t
h
e
 s
e
c
ti
o
n
 o
n
 s
a
fe
ty
, 
th
e
 d
ra
ft
 m

e
n
ti
o
n
s
 t
h
e
 p
o
te
n
ti
a
l 
fo
r 
c
a
rs
 

s
id
e
s
w
ip
in
g
 o
n
e
 a
n
o
th
e
r 
b
u
t 
d
o
e
s
 n
o
t 
a
d
d
re
s
s
 t
h
e
 t
o
p
ic
 o
f 

e
n
tr
a
n
c
e
 a
n
d
 e
g
re
s
s
 t
o
 t
h
e
 c
lu
b
 a
s
 c
a
rs
 t
ry
 t
o
 c
ro
s
s
 t
h
e
 n
e
w
 

h
ig
h
w
a
y
. 
 

  In
 f
a
ir
n
e
s
s
 t
o
 t
h
e
 m

e
m
b
e
rs
 o
f 
th
e
 C
o
u
n
tr
y
 C
lu
b
 I
 r
e
s
p
e
c
tf
u
ll
y
 a
s
k
 

th
e
 a
n
s
w
e
rs
 t
o
 t
h
e
 f
o
ll
o
w
in
g
 c
o
n
c
e
rn
s
 I
 h
a
v
e
 a
b
o
u
t 
th
is
 p
ro
je
c
t.
 

  1
. 
T
h
e
 e
ig
h
th
 t
e
e
 b
o
x
 i
s
 o
n
ly
 E
IG
H
T
 F
E
E
T
 f
ro
m
 t
h
e
 v
e
g
e
ta
ti
v
e
 

h
e
d
g
e
 w
h
ic
h
 t
h
e
 d
ra
ft
 s
ta
te
s
 w
il
l 
b
e
 t
o
rn
 d
o
w
n
. 
It
 i
s
 1
2
 f
e
e
t 
fr
o
m
 

th
e
 b
o
u
n
d
a
ry
 f
e
n
c
e
 w
h
ic
h
 i
s
 n
o
t 
e
v
e
n
 m

e
n
ti
o
n
e
d
 i
n
 t
h
e
 d
ra
ft
. 

T
h
e
 r
o
u
g
h
 t
o
 t
h
e
 l
e
ft
 o
f 
th
e
 n
in
th
 t
e
e
 b
o
x
 a
n
d
 f
a
ir
w
a
y
 a
re
 p
a
rt
 o
f 

"t
h
e
 g
o
lf
in
g
 a
re
a
s
" 
o
f 
th
e
 c
o
u
rs
e
. 

C
o
n
s
tr
u
c
ti
o
n
 o
f 
th
e
 r
o
a
d
 a
s
 o
u
tl
in
e
d
 c
o
m
e
s
 r
ig
h
t 
to
 t
h
e
 P
ro
p
e
rt
y
 

L
in
e
. 
I 
c
a
n
n
o
t 
im

a
g
in
e
 t
h
a
t 
a
n
 e
a
s
e
m
e
n
t 
w
il
l 
n
o
t 
b
e
 r
e
q
u
ir
e
d
 f
o
r 

h
e
a
v
y
 e
q
u
ip
m
e
n
t 
  
  

to
 e
n
te
r 
th
e
 g
o
lf
 c
o
u
rs
e
 d
u
ri
n
g
 c
o
n
s
tr
u
c
ti
o
n
. 
 

H
o
w
  
m
a
n
y
 f
e
e
t 
o
n
to
 t
h
e
 c
o
u
rs
e
 w
il
l 
e
q
u
ip
m
e
n
t 
c
o
m
e
 a
n
d
 f
o
r 

h
o
w
 l
o
n
g
?
 

  2
. 
T
h
e
re
 a
re
 m

a
n
y
 m

a
tu
re
 t
re
e
s
 i
m
m
e
d
ia
te
ly
 a
d
ja
c
e
n
t 
to
 t
h
e
 

fe
n
c
e
 a
n
d
 p
ro
p
e
rt
y
 l
in
e
. 
W
il
l 
th
e
s
e
 b
e
 r
e
m
o
v
e
d
 b
y
 c
o
n
s
tr
u
c
ti
o
n
?
 

W
il
l 
th
e
y
 d
ie
 a
s
 a
 r
e
s
u
lt
 o
f 
c
o
n
s
tr
u
c
ti
o
n
?
 W

h
o
 w
il
l 
p
a
y
 t
o
 r
e
p
la
c
e
 

th
e
s
e
 t
re
e
s
?
 

  3
. 
If
 t
h
e
 e
a
s
e
m
e
n
t 
fo
r 
c
o
n
s
tr
u
c
ti
o
n
 r
e
q
u
ir
e
s
 c
lo
s
in
g
  
o
r 

re
c
o
n
fi
g
u
ra
ti
o
n
 o
f 
tw
o
 h
o
le
s
 t
h
e
 c
lu
b
 w
il
l 
in
 e
ff
e
c
t 
b
e
 a
 1
6
 h
o
le
 

c
o
u
rs
e
. 
T
h
is
 i
s
 u
s
e
le
s
s
. 

T
h
e
 c
lu
b
 c
u
rr
e
n
tl
y
 i
s
 u
s
e
d
 b
y
 t
h
e
 U
n
iv
e
rs
it
y
 o
f 
M
o
n
ta
n
a
 G
o
lf
 

te
a
m
 f
o
r 
p
ra
c
ti
c
e
. 
T
h
e
 c
o
u
rs
e
 i
s
 a
ls
o
 u
s
e
d
 b
y
 t
h
e
 l
o
c
a
l 
h
ig
h
 

s
c
h
o
o
ls
. 
T
h
e
  

R
es

p
on

se
 t

o 
C

om
m

en
t 

#
 9

1
 (

co
n

ti
n

u
ed

) 
   

F
 

G
         

G
 

*
 9

5
          

G
    

G
 

*
 9

5
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A
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 R
e

fe
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n
c
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 n
u

m
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e
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fo
r 

s
u

m
m

a
ry

 r
e

s
p

o
n

s
e

 i
s
s

u
e
  
  

 

A
p
p
en

d
ix

 E
: 

C
om

m
en

ts
 a

n
d
 R

es
p
on

se
s 

E
-1

2
7

 

f
in

a
l 

e
n

v
ir

o
n

m
e

n
t
a

l 
im

p
a

c
t
 
s

t
a

t
e

m
e

n
t

m
il
le

r 
c
re

e
k
 r

o
a
d

C
om

m
en

t 
#

 9
1
 (

co
n

ti
n

u
ed

) 
  
c
o
u
rs
e
 i
s
 h
o
s
t 
to
 s
e
v
e
ra
l 
c
h
a
ri
ty
 e
v
e
n
ts
 e
a
c
h
 y
e
a
r 
s
u
c
h
 a
s
 t
h
e
 

h
ig
h
 s
c
h
o
o
l 
fu
n
d
 r
a
is
e
r,
 G
ri
z
z
ly
 r
o
u
n
d
-b
a
ll
, 
a
n
d
 C
a
m
p
-M

a
k
e
-A
-

D
re
a
m
. 
T
h
e
 c
lu
b
 a
ls
o
 h
o
s
ts
 s
ta
te
 g
o
lf
 e
v
e
n
ts
 o
n
 a
 r
o
ta
ti
o
n
a
l 

b
a
s
is
 s
u
c
h
 a
s
 h
ig
h
 s
c
h
o
o
l 
to
u
rn
a
m
e
n
t 
p
la
y
e
d
 h
e
re
 t
o
m
o
rr
o
w
 a
s
 

w
e
ll
 a
s
 s
a
n
c
ti
o
n
e
d
 e
v
e
n
ts
 s
u
c
h
 a
s
 t
h
e
 M
e
n
's
 S
ta
te
 A
m
a
te
u
r,
 t
h
e
 

m
id
 a
m
a
te
u
r 
a
n
d
 t
h
e
 s
e
n
io
r 
s
ta
te
 c
h
a
m
p
io
n
s
h
ip
. 
 

W
h
o
 w
il
l 
c
o
m
p
e
n
s
a
te
 t
h
e
 c
h
a
ri
ti
e
s
 a
n
d
 c
lu
b
 f
o
r 
lo
s
t 
re
v
e
n
u
e
s
 

d
u
ri
n
g
 t
h
e
s
e
 e
v
e
n
ts
?
 

A
lo
n
g
 t
h
e
 s
a
m
e
 l
in
e
, 
if
 m

e
m
b
e
rs
 a
re
 d
e
p
ri
v
e
d
 o
f 
th
e
 u
s
e
 o
f 
th
e
 

g
o
lf
 c
o
u
rs
e
 b
y
 l
o
s
in
g
 t
w
o
 h
o
le
s
 o
f 
p
la
y
, 
h
a
n
d
ic
a
p
s
, 
le
a
g
u
e
s
 e
tc
. 

w
il
l 
n
o
t 
b
e
 v
a
li
d
 a
t 
o
th
e
r 
g
o
lf
 c
o
u
rs
e
s
. 

D
o
e
s
 t
h
e
 d
e
p
a
rt
m
e
n
t 
o
f 
tr
a
n
s
p
o
rt
a
ti
o
n
 p
la
n
 t
o
 p
a
y
 t
h
e
 m

e
m
b
e
rs
 

d
u
e
s
 w
h
il
e
 t
w
o
 h
o
le
s
 a
re
 u
n
p
la
y
a
b
le
?
 

  4
. 
H
o
w
 m

u
c
h
 i
s
 "
a
 l
it
tl
e
 l
a
n
d
" 
fr
o
m
 t
h
e
 c
lu
b
?
 A
c
re
a
g
e
 i
s
 n
o
t 
g
iv
e
n
 

in
 t
h
e
 d
ra
ft
. 
W
h
e
re
 o
n
 t
h
e
 c
lu
b
 i
s
 t
h
is
 "
li
tt
le
 l
a
n
d
" 
n
e
e
d
e
d
 f
o
r 
th
is
 

p
ro
je
c
t?
 

  5
. 
T
h
e
 c
o
u
n
tr
y
 c
lu
b
 i
s
 u
s
e
d
 f
o
r 
th
e
 e
v
e
n
ts
 a
b
o
v
e
 i
n
 #
3
 b
u
t 
a
ls
o
 

fo
r 
w
e
d
d
in
g
 r
e
c
e
p
ti
o
n
s
, 
a
n
n
iv
e
rs
a
ri
e
s
, 
g
ra
d
u
a
ti
o
n
s
, 
a
n
d
 m

a
n
y
 

o
th
e
r 
s
o
c
ia
l 
e
v
e
n
ts
. 

T
h
e
 c
lu
b
 i
s
 o
ft
e
n
 r
e
n
te
d
 b
y
 t
h
e
 g
e
n
e
ra
l 
p
u
b
li
c
. 
W
h
o
 w
il
l 

c
o
m
p
e
n
s
a
te
 t
h
e
 c
lu
b
 f
o
r 
th
e
s
e
 l
o
s
t 
re
v
e
n
u
e
s
?
 

  6
. 
E
n
tr
a
n
c
e
/e
x
it
. 
D
u
ri
n
g
 c
o
n
s
tr
u
c
ti
o
n
, 
h
o
w
 w
il
l 
m
e
m
b
e
rs
, 

e
m
p
lo
y
e
e
s
, 
a
n
d
 o
th
e
r 
u
s
e
rs
 g
e
t 
in
to
 t
h
e
 c
lu
b
?
 W

e
 h
a
v
e
 a
lr
e
a
d
y
 

b
e
e
n
 t
o
ld
 w
e
 c
a
n
n
o
t 
e
n
te
r 
fr
o
m
 t
h
e
 "
N
e
w
" 
h
ig
h
w
a
y
 9
3
 p
a
s
t 
th
e
 

li
g
h
t 
a
t 
th
e
 j
u
n
c
ti
o
n
 o
f 
o
ld
 h
ig
h
w
a
y
 9
3
 a
n
d
 M
il
le
r 
c
re
e
k
 r
o
a
d
 a
s
 i
t 

is
 t
o
o
 c
lo
s
e
 t
o
 t
h
e
 l
ig
h
t.
 T
h
e
 c
u
rr
e
n
t 
e
n
tr
a
n
c
e
 i
s
 o
n
ly
 a
b
o
u
t 
4
0
0
 

fe
e
t 
fr
o
m
 h
ig
h
w
a
y
 9
3
. 
T
h
is
 i
s
 t
h
e
 O
N
L
Y
 w
a
y
 t
o
 g
e
t 
in
to
 t
h
e
 c
lu
b
 

w
it
h
o
u
t 
d
ri
v
in
g
 o
n
 t
h
e
 g
o
lf
 c
o
u
rs
e
. 

R
es

p
on

se
 t

o 
C

om
m

en
t 

#
 9

1
 (

co
n

ti
n

u
ed

) 
                          *
 9
6
: 
A
c
c
e
s
s
 t
o
 a
n
d
 f
ro
m
 t
h
e
 M
is
s
o
u
la
 C
o
u
n
tr
y
 C
lu
b
 w
il
l 
b
e
 m

a
in
ta
in
e
d
 

d
u
ri
n
g
 c
o
n
s
tr
u
c
ti
o
n
. 
T
h
is
 i
s
 c
la
ri
fi
e
d
 i
n
 S
e
c
ti
o
n
 4
.1
9
.2
.4
 o
f 
th
e
 F
E
IS
. 
S
e
e
 

R
e
s
p
o
n
s
e
 I
s
s
u
e
 G
, 
u
n
d
e
r 
“M

is
s
o
u
la
 C
o
u
n
tr
y
 C
lu
b
 A
c
c
e
s
s
 D
u
ri
n
g
 

C
o
n
s
tr
u
c
ti
o
n
.”
 

   

 

G
    

*
 9

5
   

G
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 9
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 9
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 r
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A
p
p
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C
om

m
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 a

n
d
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p
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s 

E
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f
in

a
l 

e
n

v
ir

o
n

m
e

n
t
a

l 
im

p
a

c
t
 
s

t
a

t
e

m
e

n
t

m
il
le

r 
c
re

e
k
 r

o
a
d

C
om

m
en

t 
#

 9
1
 (

co
n

ti
n

u
ed

) 
  

I 
b
e
li
e
v
e
 t
h
e
 a
b
o
v
e
 s
ta
k
e
 h
o
ld
e
rs
 i
n
 t
h
e
 c
lu
b
 d
e
s
e
rv
e
 t
o
 k
n
o
w
 

h
o
w
 a
c
c
e
s
s
 w
il
l 
b
e
 m

a
in
ta
in
e
d
. 

In
 a
d
d
it
io
n
, 
w
h
a
t 
w
il
l 
th
e
 p
e
rm

a
n
e
n
t 
d
ir
e
c
t 
e
ff
e
c
ts
 i
n
 t
h
e
 

D
E
IS
 o
n
 t
h
e
 e
n
tr
a
n
c
e
 b
e
?
 

  7
. 
N
o
is
e
 a
b
a
te
m
e
n
t:
 T
h
e
 D
E
IS
 u
s
e
d
 s
o
u
n
d
 m

o
n
it
o
rs
 l
o
c
a
te
d
 

a
c
ro
s
s
 t
h
e
 o
n
 t
h
e
 s
id
e
 w
a
lk
 a
c
ro
s
s
 t
h
e
 s
tr
e
e
t 
fr
o
m
 t
e
e
 b
o
x
 8
 t
o
 

c
o
m
e
 u
p
 w
it
h
 t
h
e
 n
u
m
b
e
r 
o
f 
d
e
c
ib
e
ls
 i
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Appendix E: Comments and Responses E-132 

f i n a l  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  i m p a c t  s t a t e m e n t
miller creek road

Comment # 94: William H. Towle Response to Comment # 94 
 
Responses to this comment letter can be found under Summary 
Response issue letters A, F, and J. 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
* 104: Alternative 3B-Blue Mountain Road Grade-Separated Intersection 
was not selected as the Preferred Alternative.  Alternative 5A-Miller Creek 
Road At-Grade Intersection was selected as the Preferred Alternative. 

 
 

 
 
 
 

* 105: Please refer to Response Issue F, under “Why Old US 93 is Key to 

Solving Traffic Issues,” and “Access Issues-Missoula Country Club, 
Businesses, Post Siding Road”, and also Response Issue J, under “Access 
from Existing Roads.” 
 

* 104 
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* 105 
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Craig Genzlinger 
FHWA 
585 Shepard Way 
Helena, MT 5960 I 

October 10, 2006 

Dear Mr. Genzlinger: 

104~'1 Uf~.J~ --rt.a.t L 
P.O. 8011 3261 

Missoula. Ml 59804-
Phone: 406-721-0720 

ra,c .406 7:Z l ·07iffl'-

Ill WILLIAM ~~~?v~ 
OCT 11 2006 

titti.i 
Ml!tflWnnrm.t 

Re: Miller Creek Road Draft EIS 

My concerns are with Blue Mountain Road and Old 93 . 

Blue Mountain Road: Any plan should recognize that this road, as well as 
Big Flat Road and the McClay single lane bridge crossing, should not be 
expected to take additional traffic. We have lived off Big Flat Road for the last 
ten years and have seen a marked increase in traffic since Blue Mountain Road 
was paved. The 35 mph speed limit is routinely ignored and more frequently we 
have experienced cars and trucks passing regardless of the double yellow line. 
Because of the nature of the road it is difficult to police these problems. It is not 
the type ofroad that should take through traffic and adopting any of the proposed 
plans should take that into account. 

I Old 93: Developing Old 93 seems to add very little benefit to the Miller 
Creek problem south of 93 . Traffic moving south on Reserve can currently use 
Old 93 to access westbound 93 or Miller Creek. Traffic moving from Miller 
Creek to access Reserve southbound or Brooks will continue to use existing 93 . 

Those wanting access to northbound 93 will have a very modest benefit 
while being subjected to the increased risk of navigating a somewhat blind curve 
that has cuts serving a gas station, a bank and a tavern/casino. Just beyond these 
are cuts serving restaurants and other businesses. Also, subjecting those using I these various businesses to such an increased traffic risk is not good planning. 
This is especially true since one of the prime users would be logging trucks 
roaring around the curve. Existing route 93 is five lane, straight, and designed to 
handle such traffic. The slight gain to be achieved from developing Old 93 is just 
not worth it and it really solves little or nothing with respect to the traffic tangle 
on Miller Creek south of 93. 

~IN1/ 
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A = Reference number for summary response issue     

Appendix E: Comments and Responses E-135 

f i n a l  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  i m p a c t  s t a t e m e n t
miller creek road

Comment # 97: David Hickman Response to Comment # 97 
 
Responses to this comment letter can be found under Summary 
Response issue letters B, F, H, and L. 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
* 107: Thank you for submitting your idea for the Miller Creek/US 93 

intersection. Upon review of your proposal, it was found that the design 
included with Alternative 5A would more effectively handle forecasted 
traffic at that intersection. The use of the approach lanes is the biggest 
difference between your submitted intersection design concept and 
Alternative 5A. Alternative 5A utilizes every approach lane to its fullest 
potential while serving the critical movements during both the AM and PM 
peak periods. 

B 

 

 

 

F 

 

H 

 

L 
* 107 

I 

I 
I 
I 

3003 Eldora lane 
Missoula, MT 59803 

10/ 13/06 

Craig Genzlinger, P. E. 
Federal Highway Administration 
585 Shepard Way 
Heleirn, Mt. 59601 
Re: Miller Creek Road Project 

Dear Mr. Genzlinger: 

REGE!VtO 

nr 1 , nm, 
ntffi, 

MffllMllfilvi&~M 

In reviewing your current proposals 1 am finding some major 
concerns. 1 have found that it appears no environmental impact 
statement was ever pursued which included the revamping of old 
Highway 93 as proposed in the preferred alternate SA. The 
reconstruction of 93 appears to have nothing to do with the 
intended objective of relieving traffic on Mi ller Creek. A major 
revamping of the Miller Creek Y to 93 and the subsequent light 
changes would more than adequately serve the intended objective 
until a more realistic route north and south for 93 can be found. 
A lso, a more extensive change for the light at Miller Creek and 93 
should be reviewed. I have attached an idea for your review. As 
well, the routing of traffic east on Briggs is a very problematic idea 
where the school is involved . In summary, I wou ld recommend a 
full scale EIS be done which inc ludes the old 93 highway. Thank 
you for your consideration. 

IA--r/P?'r V\--------
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 Comments Responses 

A = Reference number for summary response issue     

Appendix E: Comments and Responses E-137 

f i n a l  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  i m p a c t  s t a t e m e n t
miller creek road

Comment # 98: Greg D. Anderson 

 

Response to Comment # 98 
 
Responses to this comment letter can be found under Summary 
Response issue letters A, D, H, and J. 
 

 
 
 

A 

 

 

D 

J 

 

H 

 

I 

I 
I 

October 15, 2006 

GREG A~DERSO~ 
4390 KICOLE COURT 
MISSOULA, M'l~ 59803 

-±06-251 -6333 

Craig Genzlinger, PE 
Federal Highway Administration 
585 Shepard Way 
Helena, MT 59601 

Dear Mr. Genzlinger: 

flBlBmD 

lr I 1;t)t, 

l'NWi, 
M'.!NIMA IIMS!l!N 

My wife and I have grave safety con cerns for our Linda Vista 
neighborhood due to the lack of a second access road into Miller 
Creek. 

We would like to urge the Federal Highway Administration to 
reconsider and install a bridge over the Bitterroot River at 
Hayes Creek. This plan solves several present and future 
problems as well as improving the safety of access to Hayes Creek. 

Funneling all commuters through one egress at Miller Creek and 
HWY 93 is being very short-sighted . The cost of a bridge is greater 
I know, but the cost is not going to be any less in seven years when 
we will be forced to put in a bridge. In fact, it will be substantially 
more. 

The road improvements to Miller Creek Road are needed, but do 
not negate the need for a bridge over the Bitterroot River at Hayes 
Creek. 

~ill~,,~ 
Greg D. Anderson 
4390 Nicole Court 
Missoula, MT 59803 
406-251-6333 

I I II 1111111111111111111 
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Appendix E: Comments and Responses E-140 

f i n a l  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  i m p a c t  s t a t e m e n t
miller creek road

Comment # 100 (continued) Response to Comment # 100 (continued) 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

* 108: The typical sections shown in the EIS indicate the proposed 
roadway widths.  However, at intersections additional turning lanes are 
proposed that will increase widths.  Widening along Old US 93 would occur 
on the south side of the existing road away from the golf courses, except, 
at the intersection of Old US 93 and US 93 where widening would occur on 
both sides of Old US 93.  Widening along Miller Creek Road would occur on 

the east side of the road as indicated in Figure 2-18 of the DEIS.  
 
It is unclear what sheet you are referring to.  However, in the August 2006 
Alternatives Memorandum, Sheet Number 3 for Alternative 5A indicates a 
pavement width of around 50 feet.  This exhibit is in error and an 
addendum to the memorandum will be issued to FHWA.  However, the 

impacts assessed in the DEIS are correct and were based on a 69 foot 
typical section.  The Limited Improvement exhibits in the Memorandum 
are the similar to those that should have been shown for Alternative 5A 
and are based on the correct typical section width.   
 
Regardless, the typical section along Old US 93 is being revised to 
minimize impacts to adjacent property based on comments received on 

the DEIS.   
 
Lastly, property lines have not been shown on Sheet 3 in the Alternative 
Memorandum. 
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Craig Genzlinger, PE 
Federal Highway Administration 
585 Shepard Way, Helena, MT 5960 I 

F. BRIAN WALTER 
1380 STARWOOD DRIVE 
MISSOULA, MT 59805 

406-542-0597 

VlA Email: cra ig.gcnzlinger@fhwa.dot.gov 
misty.mccoy@c-b.com 

OLD U.S. 93 WID EN ING AT MISSOULA COUNTRY CLUB 
Comments on Miller Creek Road Environmental Impact Statement 

Points of Concern : 

1· The EIS fails to recognize tha t the Missoula Country Club is one of the oldest and finest golf courses in the State 
of Montana, hosting many state and regional amateur and professional tournaments every year. Golf requires a 
quiet sett ing and cannot tolerate heavy background or sudden noise inherent wi th major traffi c anerials. 
Widening Old US 93 to the degree proposed wi th very li tt le distance between tees and fa irways, while at the same 
time removing the ta ll mature hedge bu ffering visual and sound distractions from the players is tota lly 
unacceptable and will ruin a course of this standard. 

I· Considering the above, the ex ist ing hedge and entrance should be left in place. To accomplish this it appears as a 
minimum, either one of the two nonhbound lanes or the bicyc le lanes must be de leted from the design. Although 
bicycle lanes are good if space permits, the EIS states that very litt le bicycle traffi c would be expected up Miller 

I 
Creek and bicycles are rare on Reserve Street. There is no reason to expect heavier bicycle use on Old US 93 . 

• The 2004 Transponation Plan Update and tl1e ELS both recognize that ponions of Reserve Street are already over 
capaci ty wi th the remainder at near capacity. Trying to cram addition traffic onto this anerial and the intersections 
in th is vic inity is directionally incorrect and a waste o f transportation funds. The o nly long term solutio n is to find 
a way to di ven heavy trucks, and cars having a destination to the Bitterroot, to the nonh towards the Flathead, and 
to the west away from the current congestion. I understand three separate studies are underway which should be 
resolved before committ ing to widening Old US 93. These studies are: US 93 Corridor Lolo to Reserve; Reserve 
Street Corridor; and a west bypass feasibi lity study. The west by-pass has been debated for a number o f years and 
resisted politically. However, many people can see that the increased traffi c cannot over the long term be squeezed 
through the c ity hub. Installing a river bridge and an intersection to the south at the optimum point to extend into a 
west bypass would appear to be the better option to reli ve traffic from Mi ller Creek. lfnot, then what is the long 
term solution? I • Prior review process and public input did not include Alternati ve SA, which was added only recently. This 
appears to be the first and last opportuni ty for public input. Widening of Old US 93 was not a recommended 
improvement in the most recent 2004 Transportatio n Plan Update. Therefore, it does not appear to be an approved 
option by City/County government. 

• The lines on Sheet Number 3 showing the road widths at 1"=100' scale (approximately 50') do not correspond 
with the road widths indicated on the Typical Roadway Section (69 ' ). Which is correct? If the latter, on which 
side of the street will the additional 19' be located? 
Alt. 5A Sheet Number 3 shows dashed lines which seem to indicate a propeny line. Are these existing or 
proposed propcny lines? 

• The exist ing tee box, fairway and green on the I 8'h hole and the tee box to the 8'" hole (12 ' from the fen ce) is very I close to the road right-of-way and there has been little history of errant golf balls encroaching on the existing road 
due to the fence and hedge. If the roadway were widened, the hedge removed ( or moved) and the new road is 
much closer to the hole, it is very likely that errant golf balls encroaching on tra ffi c will increase s ignifi cantly, 

I creating a sa fety hazard. If thi s is the case, what is the plan to minimize this significant sa fety concern? 
• It is unclear due to the discrepancy between Sheet Number 3 and the Typical Roadway Sections as to the scope of 

the removal and reconstruction impact with regards to the existing fencing and, more crucially, the main entrance 
to the golf club. Will this impact require removal, redesign and replacement o f ex isting infrastmcture? If so , how 
do you envision it being laid out and how would the work be paid for? 

I I II 1111111111111111111 
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f i n a l  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  i m p a c t  s t a t e m e n t
miller creek road

Comment # 100 (continued) 
 

 

Response to Comment # 100 (continued) 
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Table 5-1 of the environmental impact statement indicates an existing AADT of3 ,700 on Old US 93. Figure 5-5 
indicates post-improvement traffic AADT on this section of Old U.S. 93 of 17,600, which calculates out to a 475% 
increase in post-improvement traffic. Are we reading this information correctly? I am very concerned, if in fact 
this is the proposal, that increasing traffic almost five-fold on thi s section of roadway wi ll make entering and 
exiting the golf club infeasible and dangerous. What are your plans to ensure the golf club that this will be a safe 
and manageable entrance and exit? Keep in mind that the parking lot is frequent ly filled to capacity with over 200 
cars and that there is no place for exiting vehicles to queue up waiting for an opportunity to enter heavy traffic . If 
the entrance were to be set back, there would be no space with sufficient visibility for waiting to access the road. 
Table 8 of the Technica l Noise and Air Quality Analysis Report indicates a projected 3 db increase at MCR R3 
near the 18'h green and we assume there will be additional traffic related noise along the whole rout of Old U.S. 93. 
(It is unclear exactly how close the new road curb will encroach.) How was thi s assessment formulated? Did it 
consider that the existing noise buffer- the hedge, gate and fencing - will be removed and need to be replaced? 
What is proposed lo replace the existing noise buffer and entry gate system? Who will design it and how wi ll it be 
paid for? The current noise of intennittent traffic is occasionally distracting but with the heavy continual traffic 
load proposed for the new design, there wi ll be a steady drone across the entire course. The EIS fails to recognize 
the importance of the noise si tuation lo this golf course. Remember also that a replacement hedge would take 
several years to mature- an unacceptable duration to tolerate ,in-buffered sound and visual distraction. 

I 
The EIS indicates "a little" land will need to be taken from the Missoula Country Club. Absent a proposed layout 
and understand ing of what "a little" means, it is not possible to comment on this until this information is provided. 
Please provide a clear scope of proposed land takings as they relate to an actual design for comments and mark out 
the locations on the ground. 

Summary: There are many broad brush impact statements that have not been vetted out in real design detail. I am 
very concerned that what is presented as "minimal" in the EIS will in fact be very significant to the Missoula Country 
Club. I am not comfortable with my understanding of the project based on the limited informat ion provided (see all 
questions above). Hence, it is my expectation that you provide proposed acceptable resolutions to the issues identified 
above for consideration by the Missoula Country Club, or that you will concur with my opening observations and 
search for an alternative that does not involve such an extensive use of Old US 93 and offers a long term solution for 
US 93 traffic. 

Yours truly. 

Brian Walter, P.E. (Retired), Fel low and Life Member ASCE 

I I II 1111111111111111111 
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f i n a l  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  i m p a c t  s t a t e m e n t
miller creek road

Comment # 101: George A. Stern 

 

Response to Comment # 101 
 
Responses to this comment letter can be found under Summary 
Response issue letters B, D, E, F, G and I. 
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5eor.9e .:X. Siem 
30 'Wil/01vbroo f Lone 

:Missoula, _'"\!(·T 59,fo2 

(406) 543-799° 

RECEIVED 

on 1" ioa 
lffl'/j\ 

MtltffANA n!VISlll~ 

n -:11,h,·r ; 7. ~006 

rv1r. C1aig Gen1.li 1,g1..-r. P.E 
Federa l 1-li glma} 1\dminis1ra1ion 
585 Shepard Way 
I lcle ;1a Montana 5960 I 

Dear Mr. Genz li ngcr. 

I a,11 writing 10 cx pr~ss my strong oppos iti on lo the proposed plans !'o r the Mil ler Creek 
Road Project , as we ll a~ 1lw c urr~111 rlraP env ironr nental impa~t statem ent ( DEIS ) lo r 
l ,ci ,1g ii1, ,cc.:un1ll;.'. , i.-11p1:)i-Je1 iy perfvrrni:d. ttnJ i!-r:prupt-rly no1iccci . 

I ,m, a re,idc111 or M isso ula. Mon1ana and a mem ber o r the Misso ula Country Cl ub 
(M C( '). I «111 conccrnccl that tlie propo~ab. in 11,eir cum!n! l0rm. wi ll cause irrepa rabk 
damage: 10 the MCC. and thi s has not been considered in the DEIS. 

Sp~cilical l) . I '.1 !!1 on lv concerned about !11c pa ,·! of each propo£al 1ha1 dea ls with the 
e-xpa1Js:0n v;···old l li gJ1way 9r \ Jb.1..'• r(•n~'. ihal ~x.t,(;nds nurlh'-,,ard frum the _junl'.Li011 of 
U,nt;i.. .s ·1nd ~\•iiiil:.r Cn.~\.! k. R,,~u;i i.l!l d e::t! s- :u RssL:tVe.,S !. nea: the SOt,:ih1.;_;.:5~ GsJrncr.nf 
r dtf :·.ai1c.-11 ~ ~,)If ~.\i\l r~c. Tla i"' curn..·ntl}' i:, an uncurb.cd !\\ O bne !:Oad \'.'ilh nu :r:11.Yil: 
-;i!::! i,,•i~ ,. , .. , ·~)I. at i1s 1Jrigi1) \~ ith Bruoks-(curr~n, t ligh"""'!Y 9~).- Thu l'l1ln!n l.•,:,, L\ ' MCI...~ is 0n 

lh1s ru,.1J. ~1,1J di\..· IIJdJ paralld s th~ •:ast boumiary •Jfthe i'vic,:· :.dung dit.' 8:'h am..t q•li hPie:-. . 
Thl' exp,msi(1 11 or ihi s road __ included in all of the proposa ls except the · do no1 hi 11g'· 
,, lianal h•c. is iu wiu~n thi s road to four traffic lanes. two bike lanes. a side\\a lk on one 
s ide and curbs ,,n both s ides. 

Tlw Mi ll er Creek project ha, been under study 1i1r G numb;;, ol'years . The orii,;i n.i l goa l ,11· 
11J~~ !11 oj e.-t w·.1~ i.ll idcn t. il )' a second. ~l tt·rnat i\·t' acce!:is route into <.i lld out \.,r 
( iic..": ~ti::vr C!-<:1..'.k area That wfts :1 laudable goa l. There arc a number vf l~rg-.:· rt',idcn iial 
areas arounti ivli sso-_t!a. in canyon$. ·.vilh oi~l v o;.e exit and cnt!"v route. Th is re-p resents 
obvious safe,y issues in the e~cnt or~ fi ~e o: G!l:c: cmerg~ncy. ·a, \-Vc:J as accc~s ni' 
cmerr:\.·nt.')' v1.d l1ic.:lc::; during high traffic tilll t:S. I lit! f',rigmal prvpo::,al ,-h lS tn bt1ild r-i··hri <lg1.; 
~!C!"'us~ ih'! Biu•;;rrvot i~ ivt:r that WOltl d connect 10 Highway 93 near Blue Nlnuntuin Road. 
Tha t proposa! was met wit h con:;1j~,abl~ oµpos1uo11 lJy res ident s of the Blue Mo unta in 
Ro~d ar•~a . That plan was then , he lved in l:tvo r,,ft hc new--pr-e le rrc~ r.l 1crna1iw". rhe 
'.ln gi na! plan was. and still 1~. ,he bes t :: ltcrnntive. cJc~pite th~ puhli c e>pposit ion. That pian 
dirl not inc:uc!e :wy 111cnti0n of chttn !..!.~:-, Iv ,, Id I Jii!hv,-ay 93 nor are d11\~C c!ml"H..!.i..'S 

nc_cst~fi;!f'.' 1c a~_!};_~y-~_ tl1_q_ ;::efil,.rc..Q_Q.P.j,;~tj~c-

S ub~c·quen1 !U ih~ t•ppositiu1~ lo ll1•~ o r;g inal plan. the .o bjecii~cs or the pr;j~.;t ,,~ re 
rh?J!g_•:d tt.• '"in)pr0vt: t!C~cs-::; to rhc !\.1illcr Crcck. an:;_a". In m:,. _9pinin11: ihi" wn~ aJ1 ·· 
in:1ppropria1e ch:.rng~ ;; ( obJcc~:\ ::·;_ i:,7r ci:t,cr oh_i cc1ivct howe,cr. £:..\llHllsion Q.[uld 
! lighwav c.n d•Jes not lh.:' :lUJl."1',~~l1 the ~6k·ct1 \·c. 
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Comment # 101 (continued) Response to Comment # 101 (continued) 
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Despite the fact that this project has been under study for quite some time, the expansion 
of' o ld Highway 93 was never mentioned as part of the project until March. 2006. For 
some reason. it is now included in all of the proposed al ternati ves except the ··do nothing·· 
alternat ive. Th<.: period of study of the project. and th<.: opportunit ies for public 
commenta1y, preceded the inclusion of the old Highway 93 expansion. For that reason. I 
believe that the public hearings were held prematurely and improperl y noticed . s ince. at 
the tim·e these hearings were held, nobodv who would be a ffected bv the old Highway 93 
expansion had anv reason to think that they were being influenced bv the project and had 
any reason to comment. 

Because of the late inclusion of the old Highway 93 expansion in to the proposal. it was 
not studi ed as part of the preparation of the DEIS. For that reason. the DEIS is flawed and 
inadequate. There is nothing in the DEIS that deals. in anv wav. with the effects of the 
proposed expansion of o ld Highway 93 . Therefore. if the proposals are not changed to 
eliminate the old Highway 93 expansion. the DEIS needs to be rewritten after an 
appropriate period of additional study. 

The expansion of old Highway 93 will obviously involve taking property from one o r 
both sides of the current road to accomplish the cuJTent project. Current ly the west side of 
the road borders the MCC and part of Larchmont golf course, whi le the east side borders 
on the back side of a number of businesses. most or all of which have driveways exiting 
onto old Highway 93. Whi le the scope of"thc project has been defined. the borders ufthe 
project have not (i. e. it has not been determined how much property will be taken from 
each side of the road. nor the possibi lity of construction easements needed to temporarily 
use-property to complete the project). Because of that. it is impossible for the EIS to sta te 
what the impac t on the various properties might be. Until the project is more explicitly 
defined , it will be impossible to prepare an appropriate and accurate EIS. 

Whatever plan is adopted . and whatever construction lines are drawn, thi s wil l have an 
extremely negative effect on the MCC. At the least. there will be a great deal of noise, car 
ex haust and smog from the const ruct ion and increased tratlic fl ow. Even i r the current 
MCC property line is not invaded, the road will be within 12-15 feet of the eighth tee . If 
MCC property is taken, it will seriously affect the entrance to the club. as well as the 
existing eighth and ninth holes. You can ' t play golf on a sixteen ho le golf course! !!'two 
holes are lost. it might require the redesign and re-construction of the whole go! f course. 
and I don·t believe there could be adequate mi tigation for that. In addition. any minor 
changes will increase the likelihood of go lf ba ll s being hit into the road. placing an 
increased load of traffic at ri sk. 

The effec ts on the club en trance will al so be severe. as access and departure from the c lub 
wi ll be limited. This could have serious ef"fects in the event of emergency. The Missoula 
county attorney recently had a heai1 attack at the club. Fortunately, he is OK. but another 
IO minutes to get an emergency vehicle in and oui of the club could have cost him his 
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Comment # 101 (continued) 

 

Response to Comment # 101 (continued) 
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lite. As the proposed plan is cuITentl y drawn up, to exit the c lub, one would have to make 
a le ft turn onto a busy 4 lane road , wi thout the aid ofa tra f'fic light , or turn right and to 
then go imo Mi ller Creek and take a circu itous route to get back to Brooks to go into 
town (the potent ial left turn from old Hi ghway 93 onto Brooks wi ll be blocked). Thi s 
might be improved access into Mille r Creek. but it will be worse access to anywhere else. 

The quest ion is: why does anything have to be done to old Highway 93 at all ? It ne ither 
provides an a lternative route into Mille r Creek. the origina l goal of the proj ec t, nor 
improves access lo Miller Creek. Therefore. it is not essent ia l to achieving the ooals of 
the project. Secondly. it only minimally improves traffic now by providing a d iversion 
from the Brooks-Reserve intersect ion. That intersection is only about e ight years o ld . 
both roads are six lanes wide at the inte rsection. so it can handl e a ll of the traf'fi c needed. 
and nobody would save more than an eighth o f a mi le us ing this diversion. Lastly. there 
are a significant number of businesses on Brooks and Reserve that woul d be bypassed by 
using the reconstructed old Highway 93. These businesses are located where they are in 
order to have the visib ili ty of a large traffic vo lume dri ving by . These businesses wi ll be 
severe ly harmed by the proposed expansion of o ld Highway 93. On the other hand. o ld 
Hi ghway 93 is populated by two go lf courses and the back s ide ofa number o f bus inesses 
who do not use that road as their primary public access po int. There fore, nobody will 
benefit from thi s road ex pansion, but a large number of businesses will be harmed. Why 
are we propos ing io spend millions of tax do llars on thi s? 

I am one o f nearly a thousand members at the MCC (over 500 memberships wi th most 
being married couples). We a ll strenuous ly object to thi s project and the effect it wi ll 
have on the cl ub. I therefore request that yo u serious ly recons ider the o ld Highway 93 
expansion, as it is not a necessary component of any of the proposed alternati ves, and 
threatens to seriously impact a la rge number of citizens and businesses wi thout those 
effects having been adequately stud ied or submitted fo r public comment. 

Sincerely. 

George A. Stern. M D 
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Comment # 102: Cynthia H. Stern Response to Comment # 102 
 
 
Responses to this comment letter can be found under Summary 
Response issue letters B,D, E, F, G and I. 
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5cor9e _';[. Stem 
30 7f 1il/011•brook Lane 

.1fisso11/a , .'l(·T· 598'02 

(4o6) 543-799° 

\ ---~ 
O,·tol>rr 17. ~006 

r, tr. t.'ra ig ( ic1izlrn~cr. P.E. 
Fl..'.d~ral ! lighwu~ Adminis1rr11;,,n 
585 Shepard Way 
Helena Montana 5960 I 

Dear Mr. Genzlingcr: 

I am writing 10 express my strong opposition to the proposed plans li1 r the rvlillcr Creek 
Road Project. as well as the cu rrent drnrt environment al impact statement (DE IS! 1<1r 
being inacc11rate. imr,ropcrly perl<.>rmcc'.. and impro~1erl v not iced. 

I am a resident or Missoula. Montana anu a member ofthc Misso ul a Country Clu b 
(MCC). I am concerned that the prnposals. in their cu rrent form. "';11 c:1usc i:..-cp~:-ahk 
damage lo the MCC. and this has not been cc>nside,wl in the DEIS. 

Speciiically. I ,11n ~ concerned about the p::rt ot' each proposa l that deals " ·ith :he 
expansion ,,f--ul<l Highwuy 93". the· road that ex tends northward from the .iunctio11 o!' 
Rronk~ :-ind Mi I lc:r Creek Ro:1d and ends at R~s~n·c ~t. nc:ir the- ~Gll!h~jS! ccrncr ~: 
l .circ h11h1Pi (i11l r Ct"1ur"-t: Th!~ curr,.;.•nt!y ;~ an uncurbcd two lane road witl1 110 :ra t Iii..: 
::; ignJls ex..:cpi al ·it~ origin v·ith Brvc,ks (curre:u 1l igh\\~~y 9:;). The cn trunce to l'vlCC b on 
this ronJ . and 1\i t'. nla<l parai leis the cast nuu~d~! ry oCth~ MCC along the 81h and 9'11 hok~. 
Tht' e.,pa'lsi,m ,;j' this road inl'iuJe<l in all c>i' the proposals e~ce pt the ··do not hi ng" 
alternati ve. is to wiJl.'.n th is rc)ad to four trariic- h::1 t·::.. two bi kL' lanes. a sidewrd l-. ::,n ~me 
side and c11rb, on both sides. 

The Miller Creek project has been under study for a number of years. Th~ ori ginal goal or 
the project "as to ident ity a second. al ternative access route into and ou t 01· 
the Mi ll~!' C1l'f'k an.:a. Tba! was a !audablc goa l. Then; arc a number of large n.:si(kntial 
ar1..•l, s Jnu.1nd rv1. i~'-t•11L1 in rnnyons. ,, ith 01tly nnt; t: .'\ il Jnd entry rout ... ·. This represen ts 
obvious .safclv i:-;.._t,,:~ in d11.:: t· ' 1Cnl of u lire or other cn!•:.'!"~!ency. :1~ '\·('\ ! ·,..; :..1cc~s~ fl r 

l'tnergcnl.:y '.t!hick·s d::r,iig. high trnfli·: times . ·1 !1c o:·i~in;t! p!·•. ,posai \\as to build ~1 bridfc 
fti.:ros:; the 1Jit11."'1T1lot ~.!v'-T lhat would con11cc1 to I liglnvaj 93 nca:· Rlue M ountain Road. 
Thai pn)pn:--al \.\. ,: ,.._ li1~L w ith ('Ons! ,~1..-rablc ,Jpposition b) residents of the 8lt1L' i\1ountain 
Road an::..,. That plan was 1hr11 sli,.-:lvecl in li p,n( of the q~•w ··rn:·ii:-!Te(I alternative··. rhc 
original plan was. and still is. the hes! altcrnali w. despite !he pubiic oppo~iticn. That plan 
did not include anv mcntiun ofdian°cs tu old 1-li~hwav 93. nor arc those chan°"cs 
neccss~1rv to '11..hiLVe i.he desi red obiccl ive. 

Subsequent tu the t>pposi ti 1.,n 10 tht> vrjgirn, l plan. Lhl' o~j1.;:t:~in::s 1J1.th~ pl"Jj .. :t:1 \hTt:: 

changcct.1\> '· 111 1prnvc. access tO the Nli lk:i· Creek :irca··. 1111n; opinion. th is was ,111 
inappropriate change of obj~cfivc-3. 'Por eith(:r t1hj._;t:1ivc . hn\,l:VCI. expansion or old 
Hi!.!hwav <JJ docs not help acc01i1pli sh the objccti, c.' 
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Comment # 102 (continued) 
 

 

Response to Comment # 102 (continued) 
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I Despite the fac t that this projec t has been under study for quite some time, the expansion 
o f old Highway 93 was never mentioned as pan of the project until March. 2006. For 
some reason. it is now included in all o f the proposed a lternati ves except the ·'do nothing .. 
a lternati ve. The period of study of the project, and the opportunities for public 

I 

I 

I 

I 

commentary. preceded the inclusion of the old Highway 93 expans ion. For that reason. I 
believe that the public hearings were he ld prematurely and improperl y noticed. since, at 
the time these hearings were held. nobody who would be affected bv the old Hi ghway 93 
expansion had anv reason to think that thev were being influenced bv the pro jec t and had 
anv reason to comment. 

Because of the late inclusion of the o ld Hi ghway 93 expansion into the proposal. it was 
not studied as part of the preparation of the DEi S. For that reason. the DEIS is tl awed and 
inadequate. There is nothing in the DEIS that deal s. in anv wav. with the effects of the 
proposed expans ion ofold Highway 93. Therefore. if the proposals arc not changed to 
eliminate the o ld Hi ghway 93 expans ion. the DEIS needs to be rewritten a fter an 
appropriate period of additiona l study. 

The expansion of old Highway 93 will obviously involve taking property from one or 
both sides of the current road to accomplish the cun-ent project. Currently the west s ide of 
the road borders the MCC and part of Larchmont golf course. while the cast side borders 
on the back side of a number of businesses, most or all of which have dri veways ex iting 
onto old Hi ghway 93. While the scope o f the project has been defined. the borders o f the 
project have not (i.e. it has not been determined how much property will be taken from 
each side of the road, nor the poss ibility of construction easements needed to temporaril y 
use property to compl ete the project). Because of that, it is impossible for the ELS to state 
what the impact on the various properties might be. Until the projec t is more expl ic itly 
defined, it will be impossible to prepare an appropriate and accurate EIS. 

Whatever plan is adopted . and whatever construction lines are drawn , this will have an 
ex tremely negative eftect on the MCC. At the least, the re wi ll be a great deal of no ise. car 
exhaust and smog from the construction and increased traffic fl ow. Even if the current 
MCC property line is not invaded. the road will be within 12- 15 feet of the eighth tee. If 
MCC property is taken, it will serious ly affect the entrance to the cl ub, as we ll as the 
existing eighth and ninth holes. You can·t play golf on a sixteen ho le golf course ! If two 
ho les are lost. it might require the redes ign and re-construction of the whole golf course. 
and I don· t believe there could be adequate mitiga tion for that. In additi on. any mino r 
changes wi ll increase the likelihood of golf ball s being hit into the road . plac ing an 
increased load of traffic at ri sk. 

The effects on the club entrance will also be severe. as access and departure from the club 
will be limited. This could have se rious effects in the event of emergency. The Mi ssoula 
county attorney recently had a heart attack at the c lub. Fortunate ly. he is OK. but another 
10 minutes to get an emergency vehi cle in and out o f the club could have cost him his 
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Comment # 102 (continued) 
 

 
 

Response to Comment # 102 (continued) 
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I lite. As the proposed plan is currently drawn up, to exi t the club, one would have to make 
a left turn onto a busy 4 lane road, without the aid of a trarf-ic light , or turn right and to 
then go into Mill er Creek and take a circuitous rou te to ge t back to Brooks to go into 
town (the potential left turn from old Highway 93 onto Brooks will be blocked). Thi s 
might be improved access into Miller Creek, but it will be worse access to anywhere else. 

The question is : why does anything have to be done to old Highway 93 at a ll ? It nei ther I provides an alternati ve route into Mill er Creek, the original goal of the prn jecl. nor 
improves access to Miller Creek. Therefore. it is not essential to achieving the goals of 
the pro ject. Secondly, it only minimally improves traffi c fl ow by providing a di version 
from the Brooks-Reserve intersection. That intersecti on is onl y about eight years o ld. 
both roads are six lanes wide at the intersection, so it can handle a ll of the traffi c needed . 
and nobody would save more than an eighth of a mile using this diversion. Lastly. there 
are a signi ficant number o f businesses on Brooks and Reserve that would be bypassed by 
using the reconstructed old Hi ghway 93. These businesses are located where they are in 
order to have the visibility o f a large tra ffi c volume driving by . These businesses will be 
severely harmed by the proposed expansion of old Highway 93. On the other hand. o ld 
Highway 93 is populated by two golf courses and the back side of a number of businesses 
who do not use that road as their primary public access poin t. Therefore. nobody will 
benefit from thi s road expansion. but a large number of businesses wi ll be harmed. Why 
are we proposing to spend milli ons o f tax dollars on thi s? 

I am one of nearl y a thousand members a t the MCC (over 500 membershi ps with must 
being married couples). We all strenuously object to thi s project and the effec t it will 
have on the club. I therefore request that you seriously reconsider the old Highway 93 
expansion, as it is not a necessary component of any of the proposed alternatives, and 
threatens lo seriously impact a large number of citi zens and businesses without those 
effects having been adequately studied or submitted for public comment. 

Sincerely. 

G YlJ/{crtr /jf;kt 0 l 
Cynthia 1-1 . Stern 
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Appendix E: Comments and Responses E-160 

f i n a l  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  i m p a c t  s t a t e m e n t
miller creek road

Comment # 111: Donald Gifford Gaumer 

 

Response to Comment # 111 
 
Responses to this comment letter can be found under Summary 
Response issue letters B, F, and G. 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
* 113: The EIS fully analyzes all aspects of the Preferred Alternative by 
resource. Chapters 3 and 4 discuss the existing conditions of the study 
area and the expected impacts. Chapter 2 describes the nature of the 
project and extent of impacts. The Executive Summary recaps the 
estimated effects for each alternative by resource. 
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October 18, 2006 

Craig Genzlinger, P.E. 

Donald Gifford Gaumer 
108 Ironwood Place 
Missoula, Montana 

Federal Highway Administration 
585 Shepard Way, 
Helena, MT 5960 1 

Dear Mr. Genzlinger, 

In response to the Miller Creek Road (Missoula) Environmental Impact Statement 
out lining alternative SA as the preferred alternative, I wou ld like to make the fo llowing 
points so as to become a part of the public record . 

I . The charter of the EIS was to find a second entry and exit for traffic flow in 
Miller Creek. Without reason or notification this has been altered to become a 
same point of entry and departure road improvement scheme. The Charter did not 
ask for this it was specific to the review of a second access point. 

2. The current "Preferred Alternative" does not detail the physical impacts to the 
area surrounding the improvements to Old US 93. The impact on abutting 
property is not defined much less reviewed for impact. 

3. The improvements to Old US 93 were not considered in the original EIS since th is 
was outside of the original study area. ln addition, the affected parties in this new 
area were not notified of the process nor were they contacted to comment on the 
plan. 

4. The contemplated changes to Old US 93 between Reserve Street and US 93 wi ll 
adversely affect safety along the route. Missoula Country Club has approximately 
500 members accounting for about IOOO adu lt users of the fac ilities. The 
preferred alternative will significantly enhance the risk of accident in exiting the 
club grounds. In add ition the businesses along the route will face the same issue. 
Bitterroot Motors has traffic flow at or in excess of that accessing Missoula 
Country Club. 

5. The economic impact of the preferred alternative may be significantly 
understated. Without detailed plans it is impossible to say with certainty, 
however, one can assume that land belonging to the Missoula Country Club will 
need to be acquired to complete the project. It would not take a great need to 
affect the club in a serious fashion. All or part of two golf holes would be needed 
for the project. Since the club has no additional land in which to relocate, it would 
be irreparably harmed. Facing this I fee l the club would choose to fight th is 
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Appendix E: Comments and Responses E-161 

f i n a l  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  i m p a c t  s t a t e m e n t
miller creek road

Comment # 111 (continued) 
 

 
 

Response to Comment # 111 (continued) 
 
 
 
 

 
 

process to the greatest extent possible with the likely outcome being significant 
additional cost simply brought on by the delay. 

I ask that the process be redirected to the original charter of finding a preferred 
second route out of Miller Creek. The Old Highway component of this plan is a very 
poor planning effort that is outside of the request for an EIS. Please go back to the 
original charter of this EIS and come back with a project that makes sense and has 
lasting value to the community rather than this band aid, pork barrel make work 
effort. 

Sincerely, 

~--Ul~~~ -

Donald G. Gaumer 
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 Comments Responses 

A = Reference number for summary response issue     

Appendix E: Comments and Responses E-167 

f i n a l  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  i m p a c t  s t a t e m e n t
miller creek road

Comment # 115: Thomas E. Butorac 

 

Response to Comment # 115 
 
Responses to this comment letter can be found under Summary 
Response issue letters D, F, H, I, J, and O. 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
* 115: We apologize for your inconvenience, although we did not receive 

any other comments about the website and email link not being usable.  
Upon receipt of your comment the website was tested and was found to 
function properly. Thank you for your perseverance and sending your 

comments.   

* 115 

 

- miller creek road 1111111111 
environmental im pa ct sta t ement Comments on the DEIS 

September 22 , 2006 - November .fi,, 2006 
ENEo 

'JCT., I 'llQ 
COMMENT SHEET - •· 1 

M-"';. 
Thank you for reviewing the Miller Creek Road Draft Environmenta l Impact Statement (DEIS) a'l!lfF'rSP 
providing your comments. The DEIS is also available for review on the project Web site at 
www.millereis.com. Please mail your comment to the address on the other side by November 6, 
2006, to be a part of the officia l public record . You can also provide comments through the project 
Web site. 
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Appendix E: Comments and Responses E-168 

f i n a l  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  i m p a c t  s t a t e m e n t
miller creek road

Comment # 115 (continued) 

 
 

Response to Comment # 115 (continued) 
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TOM BUTORAC - Miller Creek EIS--Comments 

From: 

To: 

Date: 

"TOM BUTORAC" <TBUTORAC@FJB.COM> 

<%20misty.mccoy@c-b.com> , <craig.genzlinger@fhwa.dot.gov> 

10/ 18/ 2006 2:49 PM 

Subject: Miller Creek EIS--Comments 

Page I of I 

-~-~ -

(lfT ' I ?OOb 
l'!ll'l.i, 

~DMffllll 

I lived in Linda Vista area at 3235 Pau l Lane for 23 years. I recently sold the home but still feel attached to the area . I share the 
views of most of the public commentators from last night's informational meeting. Any of the bridge alternatives across the 
Bitterroot and into Mulowney Ranch are a must. Like it or not, expense or not, Missoula is going to continue to grow 
exponentially. The bridge would become part of a very necessary North South bypass route to 1-90. The Federal Highway 
commission should take the lead in providing the linkages between 1-90 and Highway 93 South since our County Government has 
not addressed this issue in any meaningful way since the opening of Reserve Street improvements. We should be planning 
growth corridors at least 50 years into the future' 

In addition, the Miller Creek Wye needs to be greatly improved. I'd also recommend leaving the light at Blue Mountain in all 
cases. Traffic needs to be slowed down Well before Miller Creek. The growth in the Ravalli county area wi ll see another huge 
increase as soon as the last 10 mile stretch of South Hiway 93 improvements and widening into Hamilton is completed . I've seen 
too many qucik fixes. We need a comprehensive traffic and transportation plan. Thank You . 

Thomas E. Butorac 
First I nterstate Bank 
Vice President 
Commercial Real Estate 
Location: 101 East Front Street 
Missoula, Montana 59802 
Mail: Box 4667 
Missoula, Montana 59806-4667 
Phone 406-523-4237 
Fax 406-523-4317 
e-mail: tbutorac@fib.com 
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Appendix E: Comments and Responses E-169 

f i n a l  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  i m p a c t  s t a t e m e n t
miller creek road

Comment # 116: Jeannette Williams Response to Comment # 116 
 
Responses to this comment letter can be found under Summary 
Response issue letters B, D, F, and H. 
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- mil ler creek road 1111111111 
Comments on the DEIS 

September 22, 2006 - November 6, 2006 
environmental impact statement 

COMMENT SHEET 

Thank you for reviewing the Miller Creek Road Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) and for 
providing your comments . The DEIS is also available for review on the project Web si te at 
www.millereis.com . Please mail your comment to the address on the other side by November 6, 
2006, to be a part of the official public record . You can also provide comments through the project 
Web site. 
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Appendix E: Comments and Responses E-174 

f i n a l  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  i m p a c t  s t a t e m e n t
miller creek road

Comment # 121: Larry Jacobs Response to Comment # 121 
 
Responses to this comment letter can be found under Summary 
Response issue letters A, D, F, and I. 
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October 19, 2006 

Greg Genzlinger, P.E. 

REGtlllED 

on•) Jofi 
l'lf/li' 

M!ltmffA DMSIOR 

Federal Highway Administration 
585 Shepard Way 
Helena, MT 5960 I 

RE: Miller Creek Draft Environment Impact Statement 

Dear Mr. Genzlinger: 

On Wednesday, October 18, l read the front page story in the Missoulian concerning the 
proposal to widen Miller Creek Road and Old Highway 93. According to the article, it 
was apparent that the majority of the people at the meeting on Tuesday favored a bridge 
over the Bitterroot River. This idea would solve nothing and make another serious traffic 
problem even worse. I'm sorry T was not at the meeting to make my opinion clear. 
Widening Miller Creek and Old Highway 93 is not only more economic but is a much 
safer idea. 

I recently retired from the Missoula County Sheriffs Department after 22 years. ln 
addition, I was born and reared in Missoula and have lived in the Lolo area for 27 years. 
During that time, as you can imagine, T have witnessed numerous changes in the 
Missoula and Bitterroot Valleys. The biggest change has been the increase in traffic on 
Highway 93 South. Constructing a bridge over the Bitterroot River would only redirect a 
traffic problem onto a major thoroughfare that already has a serious traffic problem. Mr. 
Genzlinger please keep in mind one thing. When a vehicle accident occurs on M iller 
Creek at 30 MPH, you have injuries. When an accident occurs on 93 South at 70 MPH, 
and traffic is already bumper to bumper, you have multiple vehicles and fatalities. I 
speak from experience. I can ' t count the number of bodies I have helped bag on that 
highway. The last thing Highway 93 needs is more traffic! Accident reports from the 
Highway Patrol and the Missoula City Police will prove my point. 

One of the things l believe makes Highway 93 South an unpredictable and sometimes 
dangerous highway to drive, is the variety of people that comm ute on it. Ranchers, high 
school students, business people, loaded logging trucks, tourists and most of all , wildlife. 
I could write a book on the accidents and near accidents I have seen because of the 
melting pot of people and animals that use this highway everyday. 

1 have place phone calls and written letters in an attempt to have a stop light placed on 
Highway 93 South at Old Highway 93, 2 mi les south of Lolo. I tru ly feel that a light at 
this location would help slow traffic from the Bitterroot. [t would also help break-up the 
flow of traffic and al low commuters to enter onto the highway more easily at 
intersections such as Old Highway 93 , Hays Creek and even Miller Creek. At the present 
time, there is a traffic light at 93 South and the East side Highway in Florence and then a 
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Appendix E: Comments and Responses E-175 

f i n a l  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  i m p a c t  s t a t e m e n t
miller creek road

Comment # 121 (continued) 

 

Response to Comment # 121 (continued) 
 
 
 
 

 
 

steady flow of traffic until you reach Lolo. Traffic is steady and continuous for over five 
miles. 

Please consider my comments when making your decisions. In addition, my wife, son 
and daughter are registered voters and residents and they concur with my opinion if you 
are keeping count. Thank you in advance for your concern to this dilemma. 

Si~ce2", q aa 
[l) ~':J t:Yv(;. 

Larry Jacobs 
Lenora Jacobs 
Shane Jacobs 
Sara Jacobs 

Larry Jacobs 
PO Box 1030 
Lolo, MT 59847 
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Appendix E: Comments and Responses E-176 

f i n a l  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  i m p a c t  s t a t e m e n t
miller creek road

Comment # 122: Denice Prideaux Response to Comment # 122 
 
Responses to this comment letter can be found under Summary 
Response issue letters A, D, F, G, H, K, and O. 
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October 19, 2006 

Craig Genzlinger, P.E. 
Federal Highway Administration 
585 Shepard Way 
Helena, Montana 59601 

RE: Miller Creek Project, Missoula, Montana 

Dear Mr. Genzlin_ger: 

rlEOOVm 

on 1 ,, )Q,it; 

fH'tVi; 
!fi!A n!VJSJQN 

I have lived in Hayes Creek, off Highway 93, for 23 years. In that time we have seen traffic on 
Highway 93 year-by-year get totally out of control. I feel like our family, including our 2 teenage 
drivers are risking our lives every morning that we try to merge into morning traffic going into 
Missoula to work and school. The speed limit is 65. Most traffic is traveling in excess of 75 miles 
per hour as well as driving in the passing lane when not passing. Our neighborhood has been 
informed by the highway patrol we will get a ticket if we try to merge using the middle tum lane. I 
would like to see representatives from this project come to our tum-off between 7:00-8:00 weekday 
mornings and attempt to merge into traffic that is going over 75 miles per hour. 

Regarding the comments I read in today's Missoulian that the majority of people living in Miller 
Creek want a bridge to help their traffic flow in and out of their neighborhoods I would ask that you: 

1. Consider our access and how it will affect our safety if the proposed bridge does not directly 
connect our neighborhood to the Miller Creek bridge. This access they are requesting to 
Highway 93 would make the highway even busier and therefore harder for us to tum into 
town. And, as you know, with people continuing to populate the Bitterroot, traffic is already 
increasing each year. 

2. The Federal Highway Administration should NOT wait to lower the speed limit on Highway 93 
but rather do it immediately. The present speed limit of 65 is TOO FAST (I think the 
numerous accidents attest to that) and it has not been enforced. I know of several smaller 
suburban areas around the state that have lower speed limits with less traffic. 

I would agree with looking for a long-term solution instead of a bandaid. Miller Creek should be 
widened; stop lights should be added at each intersection you suggested. However, lets also 
look at the years ahead. Growth is going to continue down the Bitterroot and money has to be 
spent to make these roads and access safer for us all. So, finally, thank you for considering my 
comments, and PLEASE do not forget the smaller developments need a voice for safety too. 
Please remember Hayes Creek in your final plans. 

Sincerely, 

#~at {JQ_ ' 
~ Denice Prideaux 

7150 Devonshire Lane 
Missoula, MT 59804 
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Appendix E: Comments and Responses E-177 

f i n a l  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  i m p a c t  s t a t e m e n t
miller creek road

Comment # 123: Norman & Doris Balko Response to Comment # 123 
 
Responses to this comment letter can be found under Summary 
Response issue letter H. 
 

 

H 

 
I 

-miller creek road 1111111111 
environmental i mpact statement Comments on the DEIS 

September 22, 2006 - November 6, 2006 

COMMENT SHEET 

Thank you for reviewing the Miller Creek Road Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) and for 
providing your comments. The DEIS is also available for review on the project Web site at 
www.millereis.com. Please mail your comment to the address on the other side by November 6, 
2006, to be a part of the official public record. You can also provide comments through the project 
Web site . 

;;ur,u;: C(,/lL. ,fa~ ,(,Fla., /ZbzUC, fl4'-V ~ ~- w ~Qy, ,<,.l.J(L,,f,' 

www.millereis.com 
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Appendix E: Comments and Responses E-179 

f i n a l  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  i m p a c t  s t a t e m e n t
miller creek road

Comment # 125: Warren Dexter 

 

Response to Comment # 125 
 
Responses to this comment letter can be found under Summary 
Response issue letters C, F, G, and I. 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
* 116: Adjustments to the roadway alignment can be made during 

development of the final design to maximize use of any existing County 
right-of-way.  However, roadway shifts to the right (east) will be 

necessary to prevent the acquisition of eight residences. 
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* 116 
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- miller creek road 11 lllllf.; 
environmental impact statement Comments on the DEIS 

September 22, 2006 - , ]'lovember 6, 2006 

.lJflalo 
COMMENT SHEET OCT 2 4 2006 

Thank you for reviewing the Miller Creek Road Draft Environmental Impact Staiem~ for 
providing your comments. The DEIS is also available for review on the project Web site at 
www.millereis.com. Please mail your comment to the address on the other side by November 6, 
2006, to be a part of the official public record . You can also provide comments through the project 
Website. 

COMMENT: 

/• w'.<!'. ne:~1 ti,J ,t,/I Je.,,,,_1<¥?<?n 1 1,,1l,, c:.,.Ji..ih,;(;,./, fr, Hie iV"-t1>ah- i0t h-;t[,.Jc,;,t;. /N 91-= 

• Hi/lo C1::,;.-:KO,.re.a) ..s:J.ov/J _la.- ceruired 1o <kH"t-ihu-fe q.e,,wvif";JL off4,. ~-tC4F 
na,«I Ii,.,, ii,, itta r,: a·u i6( /:OQ d 'fr,, ff t C, ·r,; c<t4'1:t:121f tfte lt•C(I , 

) 

~' J?,iice,, +ne Cau«fy c'WN$ aA1 @5<:MeNfow the y{,:~+.s,de of a,(k,.. e,ut< (fond 
I 

-Gr +h<- for:e .. sc: ofe..,,4w;<i('INI l;l},y J4ru i1tiiJ-cN µ/[,,,Bud,() ~ .. ,, y/jc-... 
of-ei-aftZ-t'-fy Or,o'drui(y :fi:a11 Qlo(,vet$ &,.,Hi 8,.oft:rr,6vHti t 6'-,i,,,,..+B,,,uL @d I ; · I 4 , 

Of/,.#,:s) <'I« :the g qfl .S/de rl +(.,i, ,.,.,,Jl 

'

.:3· 1be d..7,;s ·rc en:.TlH: ilifft<; ljtjh, a...J fl«<?<tcetVLO-f Nc.w i,ws, Wa1tlJ [,,.a) l)~ 

15 b.J,ev:r:;. #lo"-:t these. ciMy,s Were tti,,J,. fkolf a« <!Jf£1<!<: Je~k:; w,•,J, •• ,t: rwy aitvaJ 

1'1i-.s'r"t♦ ,Q'i.:,:e,v,.::t<>oc of :1'/- b, · Ti-a:esu: 0.77.i,-Ns, 1:b<-r,;. h,u » ha g hefter: @-.,,, 

a,,.,Jw,.kl,'elH' ·a. b,,.Jii:, is 1,,,,,-r.,,_,- "¥Jt k/aylltit1 f,,alCattT· · r ~ ' I 

Name: 

www.millereis.com 

J ;\_ Transportation\071257.300\PubltClnvolvement\Public hearing\Comment sheet for DEIS review.doc 
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Appendix E: Comments and Responses E-180 

f i n a l  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  i m p a c t  s t a t e m e n t
miller creek road

Comment # 126 Charles L. Walter, PE Response to Comment # 126 
 
Responses to this comment letter can be found under Summary 
Response issue letters B, D, F, G, I, and O. 
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Craig Genzlinger,P.E. 
Federal Highway Administration 
585 Shepard Way 
Helena, MT 5960 I 

Dear Sir, 

Missoula, Montana 
OcL22, 2006 

~ 

or1 , •~on 
!'lffii, 

Ml'JNm.t!A nMSlftH 

Following are my comments on the Miller Creek Road Draft Environmental 
lmpact Statement. I attended the open house on Oct. 17, 2006 and have reviewed 
numerous documents relating to this statement. 

I . The purpose of the Miller Creek Road EIS project as I understand it is to 
provide a second safe access from the Miller Creek area to US 93 and also to improve 
the access and safety of the present access. Obviously the project fails in the first 
objective as no second access is planned. Jt would require a bridr,e across the Ritterroot 
River. 

Also after considering the benefit and effect of the proposed road widening and 
reconfiguration, installing 3 new traffic signals and loading up old Highway 93 it 
appears to me it is shoving more traffic and congestion into a very small area which in 
the long run would be very inadequate and perhaps even be detrimental. 

l feel you should look more than IO years or so ahead and work on a plan and 
project that we all know will be needed ie, a bridge over !he l3it!erroot to Miller Creek 
area and a bypass around Missoula to the West somewhere in the area of the Rlue 
Mountain road. ·111is would allow a good share of the trafl:ic from both Miller Creek and 
the Rittcrroot to be directed away from the congested area. 

lfthe traffic volume continues to increase at the present rate this will without 
question be necessary [politics or no!) and sooner than we think . 

l.. The proposal to widen and increase traflic on old US 93 was not included in 
the original alternatives. TI1is widening would have a very unacceptable effect on the 
Missoula Country Club. 

I have been a member of the Country Club for 34 years and have served on the 
board ot\lircclors and was chairman ot'thc greens committee for 3 years in the mid 
l 9&0's. Prior to anc! rl11ri11g lh<:sc J years the noise from the traffic 011 old US93 and from 
the businesses across ii was noticeably increasinr .. /I lso Jack of privacy ncccssa, yon a 
golf course was incrc.asinp.. Passi ng CH rs would honk mid ycl I r,,<,n11n(:nts, ct c. 

ft wus at this time we pl:u,tcd a carngana heclge completely around our property as 
a noise :111r\ priv:1cy lmrrkr. !11 :.tpprox imatcly 10 years the hedge had grown sufficiently 
to serve this purpose and with each additional year ii gets (bicker and a heller noise and 
privacy barrier. 

!11 lliis n:1,;;inJ your i111 pact slalelllcnt on noise impacts for alternative Sa, the 
prcfc:rn:,I ali.,;rn :1ti vc, lists i111pat:L~ on \ 9 rcsid1.mccs and one church. Noise impact on the 
Missoula Country Club is not listed . 

The Missoula Com1try Club golf course has long been considered as one of the 
lx:sf in Mn, il 1111 a a1 1t.l as a r..:su1L it is Lite dl!sired site of lllany of the State and regional 
t, i1_1 111,,.,,., ,.1.~ as w,:11 ns l rn;:1 I 111111\ r:1i scrs etc. Golf is a game where even small noise 
distractions arc not acceptable. 
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Appendix E: Comments and Responses E-181 

f i n a l  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  i m p a c t  s t a t e m e n t
miller creek road

Comment # 126 (continued) 
 
 

 

Response to Comment # 126 (continued) 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

F 

G 

 

It is difficult to comment on the impact on the Country Club as the DEIS is very 

I incomplete and vague on what is planned in the widening. It does not include how much 
land would be needed. whether the hedge would have to be removed. how many if any of 
the 80 year old treeS would need to be removed, the effect on the entry to the Club if any, 

etc. The DEIS is very inadequate. In summary I wou1d say the project as planned is a band aid measure at best and 

the impacts on the Missoula Country Club are totally unacceptable. 

Yours truly, ~u,,~ 
Charles L. Walter, P.E. retired 
4010 Heritage Way 
Missoula, MT 59802 
Phone406 549 5389 e-mail ~udw&a~L.,_r Co·?YJ 

Octobc..'T 22, 2006 
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Appendix E: Comments and Responses E-185 

f i n a l  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  i m p a c t  s t a t e m e n t
miller creek road

Comment # 129: Don Peressini 

 

Response to Comment # 129 
 
Responses to this comment letter can be found under Summary 
Response issue letters A, D, F, G, H, and J. 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

* 119: As shown in Table 2-4 of the FEIS, the Alternative 2B is cost 
estimate is $44 million, and Alternative 5A cost estimate is $13.5 million. 
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Craig Genzlinger, P.E. 
Federal Highway Administration 
585 Shepard Way 
Helena, Mt 59601 

Re: Miller Creek environmental impact statement 

Dear Craig, 

October23, 2006 

RECEIVED 

OCT 2 "> 21W 

~\/!SION 

The most recent " Preferred Alternative" Alternative 5A does not meet with 
satisfaction among those folks most directly affected by the newly suggested 
improvements. This was quite evident after listening to the arguments posed at the 
October 17th , 2006 meeting. Although it would be difficult to argue that improvements to 
this principal traffic cotTidor are long past due, and in fact should have been 
accomplished years ago and in concert with the Linda Vista developments. lfthe 
neighborhoods and businesses are negatively impacted by this Miller Cr. Road up-grade, 
to the extent indicated at the meeting, and also if in the future a second access will be 
required to accommodate the Maloney Ranch developments, Alternative 2B (North 
Lower Miller Creek Grade-Separated Intersection) has many significant advantages over 
the other alternatives. 

Advantages of Alternative 2 B over others are as follows: 
a. This access serves the purpose and need of the Miller Creek area exclusively 

and does not impact neighborhoods, businesses and environments to the north. 
b. It is better situated than other alternatives to serve the public traveling from 

the Lower Miller Creek area to the city of Missoula, 
c. It offers the least interference with residences and commercial properties. 
d. Considering the cost of right of way acquisition on the other alternatives it 

would undoubtedly be far less expensive. 
e. This Alternative 2B could essentially be constructed without disrupting 

businesses and the traveling public. And for this reason construction should 
proceed much more efficiently and at lower costs. 

f. The impacts of constructing the North Miller Creek Grade Separation 
Interchange (Alternative 2B) seem to be very well defined and in contrast with 
other alternatives that potentially may resu lt in lengthy legal disputes and 
undefined indirect impacts on commercial activities, residential home-owners, 
recreational facilities , and natural environments. 

g. Agricultural land disturbed under option 2B north of the Bitterroot River is 
low producing grasslands and south of the river agricultural land appears to be 
part of the Maloney Ranch and its beneficiaries. Where as the agricultural 
lands and ranches bisected by the Alternate 3B and south of the river are 
independent of the Maloney Ranch subdivisions and highly productive and do 
not benefit from these new developments. 

h. Alternative 2B does not call for the signal at Blue Mountain to be removed 
and therefore does not further endanger the traffic entering Hwy. 93 at the 
Hayes Creek access. 
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Appendix E: Comments and Responses E-186 

f i n a l  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  i m p a c t  s t a t e m e n t
miller creek road

Comment # 129 (continued) 
 

Response to Comment # 129 (continued) 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

A 

D 

F 

G 

H 

 

1. Economic impacts with Alternative 28 will be minimal, whereas, we believe 
the economic impacts to the businesses, the church, and nearby residences are 
much more significant than stated in the "summary of impacts" under 38. 

J. Construction, air and noise impacts wil l be minimal whi le building 28 and 
will be severe under 3B, due to the close proximity to businesses and 
transportation routes. 

In summary we respectfully want to encourage all those involved in the DEIS process 
to consider the many advantages the Alternative 28 has over the other Alternatives, if an 
additional river crossing is required. 

~~-
~eress1111 

4800 Evergreen Rd. 
Missoula, MT 59804 
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Appendix E: Comments and Responses E-188 

f i n a l  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  i m p a c t  s t a t e m e n t
miller creek road

Comment # 131: Collette Johnson Response to Comment # 131 
 
Responses to this comment letter can be found under Summary 
Response issue letters A, B, D, F, G, and H. 
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H 

 

- miller creek road 1111111111 
environmenta l impact statement Comments on the DEIS 

September 22, 2006 - November 6, 2006 

COMMENT SHEET 

Thank you fo r reviewing the Miller Creek Road Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) and for 
providing your comments. The DEIS is also available for review on the project Web site at 
www.millereis.com . Please mail your comment to the address on the other side by November 6, 
2006 , to be a part of the official public record . You can also provide comments th rough the project 
Web site. 

COMMENT: October 24, 2006 

Dear Mr. GeRzliRger, 

1 am comrr1e,it111g on the above project (Miller Creek Road Draft). I wanc co state 
that I think alternative plan i_A_is tot~ly unacceptable . It does not address an 
additional access to Miller Creek, which was the original purpose of this study. 
Why old Highway 93 figured into any of this is beyond me There will be so much 
congestion around Highway 93, Reserve and Old Highway 93, to say nothing 
about idling ca1 s and pollutiorr.-We--h-ave-enougt,-of tl,at ooitli otl 1e1 pooily 
designed roads and intersections around Missoula. Your plan just doesn't do 
anything for the safety of Miller Creek residents. I know 1t 1s the cheapest plan , 
but many ti mes cheapest is the best 

I kRow there is a safety coRcem about Old Highwa•,• 93 aRd the Co uRtry Club wiHT------­
access in and out of the Club and golf balls sailing onto the roadway. Sounds like 
a leg itimate concern co rne. 

Alternate 2B appears to be the logical plan, especially to plan for future roadways 
across the valley There bas to be so.me....co.ou:iination 1,vi th yo11r office, city of 
Missoula, county of Missoula and the State. 

Thank you for your attention . 

Name: 

Address : lv'l issoula, Mt 59803 
e-mail: 

Date: / () / J... 

www.millereis .com 

J:\_ Transponation\071257.300\Publlclnvolvement\Publlc hearing\Comment sheet for DEIS review.doc 
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Appendix E: Comments and Responses E-189 

f i n a l  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  i m p a c t  s t a t e m e n t
miller creek road

Comment # 132: Vicky Edon 
(Retyped from handwritten letter for improved legibility) 

 
The 5A alternative looks good. However, there’s a lot of concern 
regarding a second way out of Linda Vista for police & fire. 
 

If you have to have a bridge, 2B seems to be the best choice. It 
impacts fewer people, no mitigation would be required and the plan 
could be accelerated. It also provides a good central location with the 
development. 
Vicky Edon 
5055 Evergreen Rd, Missoula 
251-4288 

Villard55@yahoo.com 

 

Response to Comment # 132 
 
Responses to this comment letter can be found under Summary 
Response issue letters E and D. 
 

 
 
 

 

E 

 

D 

 

I 
I 

_,11111er c r eeK road 1111111111 
environmen t al impact statement Comments on the DEIS 

September 22. 2006 - November 6, 2006 

COMMENT SHEET 

Thank you for reviewing the Miller Creek Road Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) and for 
providing your comments. The DEIS is also available for review on the project Web site at 
www.millereis.com. Please mail your comment to the address on the other side by November 6, 
2006, 10 be a part of the official public record . You can also provide comments through the project 
Web site. 

COMMENT: 

')t, QI ,,ft,,._ f;;., g,,,,i.. ff'""' )I-,,_,_,.,,, A,,,.; R ,t,,1 dl 

f- • " / .UM,-../ .,_...._, q,,f ,,/ .'k,I.' (I. . ,r ~-~---~~,,:~~~:~· :::~:~'.....!!c:7:::;;~~~:=1ijc~:: C< I "CT . ,t; jn 7 t<4 

r ~ -% vk½ /4.u,,. z', L,..,. ~ &4 :;;>6.-~ ;t. .k ,tr, 

hzl: r:4r-<-, +: '""1-sd; p ,.,.,,.e4 , ,-,-... en~; ,r;:., 
~ .. t. ,IL, C,,.,.k_( ~,.t ;tf_, ,,d,,_ <•,h( ,4' ~..,,z;...e .lot 
r/2, r ,;.,.~,;;t +>= ,..:05,,_ :t.l ?} ~- w.l /4,;.-;;,.C ~ ~=......1,!,_d,...b:=,"4~r-->,-=;( / 

Name: (},Ji. . .(..t,, ... 
Address: 

Phone: 

Date: 

n rl- .Fw..-c;,r~~ 
_,-

2.S I - ',L/i' .I--

i_o-Z..)"-UV(,,, 

&1 /)J,~/. 

e-ma il : v , l(<r,./ S--) ~ l.N:L.u 

/ 

www.millereis .com 

J:\_Trat1$pOIUl+on\071257.300\Publielnvol-n(\Puolic; he~IComment Sl'leel fo, DEIS ,e ....... doc 
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Appendix E: Comments and Responses E-190 

f i n a l  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  i m p a c t  s t a t e m e n t
miller creek road

Comment # 133: Beth Swan Response to Comment # 133 
 
Responses to this comment letter can be found under Summary 
Response issue letters A, B, D, F, H, and L. 
 

 
 
 

 

A 

B 

D 

F 

H 

L 

 

- miller creek road 1111111111 
environmenta l impact statement Comments on the DEIS 

September 22, 2006 - November 6, 2006 

COMMENT SHEET 

Thank you for reviewing the Miller Creek Road Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) and for 
providing your comments. The DEIS is also available for review on the project Web site at 
www.millereis.com. Please mail your comment to the address on the other side by November 6, 
2006, to be a part of the official public record . You can also provide comments through the project 
Web site. 

COMMENT: + ~ o/11'"--"eJ J-p '-fL.... S fJ ~- h!-
c4e,o <n.6 .0//-<n~· 4-'1A-- ._L,&:, "5 ff.,_ r "'- ~•-"' &="J..,. ~ J ,.J 

22-ti:t.£,° Ca eek._ m¼>u;f X ~~ __ ,,, J 4 :tzi . _.-,,<'ho,<¼, . . 

~·•;;;.~ti t . ~ ==~ ;:w~~ 
»Jl« &wk~!:iif)U:(!J;;f z-±zf!! 

49 °'11 . 

i:1!§1/f!?!i:!!;;t 
J.,,,-,.,__ :rJ._,_ &; . ~wt,_,_. W, ~ It­
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Appendix E: Comments and Responses E-191 

f i n a l  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  i m p a c t  s t a t e m e n t
miller creek road

Comment # 134: Kevin Gardner Response to Comment # 134 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
* 121:  Alternative 5A, Miller Creek Road At-Grade Intersection, has been 
identified as the Preferred Alternative, which would not affect your 
business property access to US 93.   
 
Regarding Alternative 3B, please see Figures 2-13 and 2-14 of the EIS for 
roadway changes associated with Alternative 3B. Your property would 
receive a new access to US 93 across the MRL railroad tracks under 

Alternative 3B. (See also Comment # 247.) 
 
 

* 121 

-- GARDNER'S AU~~pN 
4810 Highway 93 South 
P. 0. Box 3941 on ') '1 ?OOR 

~MSl61! 

153 Old Corvallis Rd . 
Hamilton. Montana 59840 

( 406) 375-0909 Missoula, Montana 59806 
(406) 251-2221 

October 24, 2006 

Craig Genzi inger. f'.t. 
Feder?! Highway Administration 
585 Shepard Way 
Helena, MT 5960 I 

Dear Mr. Genzl inger, 

This letter is in regards to the Mil !er Creek Road Enviromnental Impact Statement and 
the impact it will have on my five existing businesses. If the Alternative 3B: Blue 
Mountain Road Grade-Separated Intersection is to be used, it will make my highway 
frontage prope,ty no longer highway accessible. This is a huge concern of mine due to 
the fact that it will make getting to my location (4810 Hwy 93 S. Missou la, MT) very 
difficul t. The easy access to my businesses is a key factor with my customers. 

Us ing Alternative JB. will devalue my property by making it no longer highway 
fro ntage. If this is used, then how will I be compensated for the decrease in my property 
value? Another concern of mine is the potemial loss of busi ness inco me due to the loss 
of immediate highway access. 

Thank you for your time and consideration in thi s matter. If" you wi sh to further discuss 
this matter, please do not hesitate to contact me at 406-251-222 1. 

~ 
"l::Gardncr 

''Tap Into Auction Profits"-------------~ 
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Appendix E: Comments and Responses E-193 

f i n a l  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  i m p a c t  s t a t e m e n t
miller creek road

Comment # 136: John Dilley Response to Comment # 136 
 
Responses to this comment letter can be found under Summary 
Response issue letters A, C, D, F, and O. 
 

 
 
 

 C 

O 

 

 

A 

D 

F 

 

I 

I 

Craig Genzlinger,P.E. 
Federal Highway Administration 
585 Shepard Way 
Helena Mt. 59601 

~ 

RE: Miller Creek Development in Missoula County 

Sir, 

0 CT ') ; l006 
i'HWi, 

MONTANA nMSION 

The traffic problems in Miller Ck are the result ofvirtualy non-ex.istant 
planning in Missoula County. Dealing with the traffic problems now is "swinging 
after the pitch";you are "closing the barn door after the horse got out".Infrastmclure 
after the fact is a reward for poor to non-ex.istant planning. 

In recent years,everytime a subdivision has been proposed in the Missoula 
valley,the issue of traffic congestion has come up. Rather than addressing the 
congestion as part of the subdivision process, the congestion issue is ignored and 
the subdivision is routinely approved witl1 the tacit understanding that the 
congestion will be addressed "later"with a raid on the Federal Treasury in the form 
of an urgent demand for a grant in sufficient amount to pay for the entire 
infrastructure needed to mitigate ilie traffic caused by the subdivision. Meanwhile , 
wiili respect to Miller Ck.,the developer, who lives in Indiana and who has 
petitioned for a bridge across the Bitte□-oot River to make his development more 
attractive,is laughing all the way to tlle bank! A bridge across the river rewards the 
developer, who will pay virtually nothing for it. It also rewards the Missoula County 
government for it's failure to plan.Planning is supposed to mean "install 
infrastucture (road widening or a bridge or both) first",before the subdivision is 
built,paid for by the developer and/or the local taxpayer rate base. 

The residents oftlle area who complain about the traffic and demand an 
expensive bridge, are not going to pay anything for the bridge. They have tolerated 
non-existant or poor planning and now they want a "free" bridge. 

South of Miller Ck,a very large subdivision has been rejected by the Ravalli 
County Commission because of a number of valid reasons,including insurmountable 
traffic problems. 

In summary, if the Federal Government builds a bridge across the river or 
widens the road and adds other proposed inlprovements, that government is not part 
of the solution to poor planning;it is part of the problem, because it rewards failure. 

Sincerely, 

John Dilley 
Box 7752 
Missoula 
Montana 
59807 

I I II 1111111111111111111 
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Appendix E: Comments and Responses E-194 

f i n a l  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  i m p a c t  s t a t e m e n t
miller creek road

Comment # 137: Carol M. Key Response to Comment # 137 
 
Responses to this comment letter can be found under Summary 
Response issue letters B, D, F, G, H, J, and L. 
 

 
 
 

 

B 

D 

F 

G 

H 

J 

L 

 

- miller creek road 1111111111 
environmental impact statement Comments on the DEIS 

September 22 , 2006 - November 6 , 2006 

COMMENT SHEET 

Thank you for reviewing the Miller Creek Road Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) and for 
providing your comments. The DEIS is also available for review on the project Web site at 
www.millereis.com. Please mail your comment to the address on the other side by November 6, 
2006, to be a part of the official public record . You can also provide comments th rough the project 
Web site. 

COMMENT: 
I am strongly opposed to the direction the current proposal for the Miller Creek access is taking for the following reasons: 

1.) It does not meet the intended Purpose and Need of a second access to Miller Creek.-The original Purpose and Need 
seems to have been arbitrarily changed. The need for a second access for this heavily populated area has not changed. 

2.) Significant changes are planned to Old Hwy 93 which have nothing to do with improving access to Miller Creek. These 
changes are going to have extreme negative impact on the businesses, golf courses, and safety along the highway. 

3.) The DEIS does not adequately address the impact along Old Hwy 93 and the affected entities were not properly notified. 
Because of this cost estimates have to be seriously_g_uestioned. 

4.) Any damage to two holes of the Missoula Country Club has the possibility of destroying the business ent irely. Besides 
being a vital part of the recreational and economic climate of Missoula this course holds historical significance. 

4.) The stop light planned for Old Hwy 93 and Reserve Street is too close to the existing intersection of 93 and Reserve to 
avoid traffic jams. I know your traffic engineers tell you the lights can be timed to work. Those of us who drive these 
streets designed by traffic engineers know better. 

5.) Traffic along Briggs will be dramatically increased in front of an eleR'lentary school that already has to deal W-ith safety 
issues with the street as it is. 

The Miller Creek area is too highly populated and growing too fast to be served by only one access. This was recognized 
when the funding was made available for this study. Changing the Purpose and Need and pawning the redesign of Old Hwy 
93 off on the Miller Creek area is not right, if not outright underhanded. Please see lo it that the foc us is redirected to the 
original Purpose and Need. 

Y~~~ 
. - - ~ - -

Name: Qc,_-{t,\ M. KL~ v\1..2-;J..\,,.L( .- t\J\;½ov--\o- (:,\lvv...\-t,I C.,\~ 
Address: L\t.\L\t> )1 ; L.O\e_ e_,\, M.;':,':,ov--\/J.. M-T 

I 

59~03 
Phone : ~o~ -;l~ , -~ q1_4 e-mail : C.,v\l. ~ t-\ "'- M '> YI . e.o-v'V1 

Date: ID-,:,,~- olo 

www.millereis.com 

J:\_ Transportation\071257.300\Publiclnvolvemenl\Public hearing\Comment sheet for DEIS review.doc 
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Appendix E: Comments and Responses E-195 

f i n a l  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  i m p a c t  s t a t e m e n t
miller creek road

Comment # 138: Mike and Pam Shapiro  
Response to Comment # 138 
 
Responses to this comment letter can be found under Summary 

Response issue letters A and D. 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
* 122: Your comments have been noted. 

 

* 122 

 

 

 

 

A 

D 

 

October 25, 2006 

Michael D. and Pamela Shapiro 
2120 S. Reserve St., PMB 118 

Missoula, MT 5980 1 
( 406) 829-1 744 t 

Mr. Craig Genzlinger, P.E. 
Federal Highway Administration 
585 Shepard Way 
Helena, MT 59601 

Re: Miller Creek DEIS 

Dear Mr. Genzlinger: 

~~GE!ml 

OCT 9 

!'tlWh 
~ l)!VlSrOI.I 

First, we would like to express our wholehearted support for the "preferred option" 
presented at the meeting on Oct. 17. We believe this to be the best sol ution, and 
si ncerely hope that the objections voiced - almost entirely by a single interested group 
(members of the Missoula Country Club) - will not dissuade the decision-makers from 
choosing this alternative. 

However - if it is ultimately concluded that the "preferred option" should not be I selected, we strongly support Alternative 28 as the best second-choice. We be lieve 
this alternative is greatly superior to any of the others, because it addresses the access 
concerns of the residents of the Miller Creek area with the least possible adverse impact 
on businesses and residents of other areas that might otherwise be affected in a most 
negative way. 

Thank you for your consideration, and for all your hard work on this difficult problem. 

Very truly yours, 

~ 
(d~_A,f~ 

Mike and Pam Shapiro 

I I II 1111111111111111111 
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A = Reference number for summary response issue     

Appendix E: Comments and Responses E-200 

f i n a l  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  i m p a c t  s t a t e m e n t
miller creek road

Comment # 141: Paul F. Nyquist Response to Comment # 141 
 
Responses to this comment letter can be found under Summary 
Response issue letters F and G. 
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2141 McDonald Ave 
Missoula MT 5980 1 

October 27, 2006 

Craig Genzlinger, PE 
Federal Highway Administration 
Montana Division Office 
585 Shepard Way 
Helena MT 5960 I 

Dear Mr. Genzlinger: 

Because I couldn't attend the I 0/ 17/06 meeting at The Quality Jnn, I went early to talk 
with your representative. 

I Regarding ingress and egress from the Missoula Country Club, he had no good answers 
and stated it was premature to stake out the areas affecting the existing Country Club 
property. He also did not have answers regarding who would pay for sound walls to 
protect play, length of disruption or ingress by heavy equipment during play and future 
landscaping requirements. 

I The addition of several golf courses in the Missoula area has made membership retention 
difficult at times. Changes defini tely could affect this causing near and long term 
budgeting problems. 

I The Country Cl ub is more than just a "private course". We host non profit tournaments 
for Camp Make a Dream and University of Montana In addition, we offer University of 
Montana and high school golfers play time. This could change if playability of the 
course changes materially. 

I You, therefore, should more adequately approach the problems indicated above and those 
of the Country Club Board and others along the "old 93" corridor. 

Sincerely, 

,;,7 17!1~ 
Paul F Nyquisr ' 

I I II 1111111111111111111 
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Appendix E: Comments and Responses E-201 

f i n a l  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  i m p a c t  s t a t e m e n t
miller creek road

Comment # 142: Paul and Beth Loehnen Response to Comment # 142 
 
Responses to this comment letter can be found under Summary 
Response issue letters A, D, F, G, H, and I. 
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C. PAUL LOEI-INEN, M.D. 
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October 27, 2006 

Craig Genzlinger, PE 
Federal Highway Commission 
Montana Division Office 
585 Shepard Way 
Helena, MT 5960 1 

Dear Mr. Genz linger, 

My wife and J are members of the Missoula Country Club. We are opposed to the Draft 
EIS Alternative SA, regarding Mi ller Creek/Old Highway 93 South. 

This proposed project does not appear io solve any existing traffic problem. lnstead, it 
seems to do noth ing constructive at a ll and appears to be a wi ld waste of taxpayer 
money. It wo uld destroy part of our beautiful go lf course, one that is pri zed fo r its age 
and wood land quality. It would fu rther engulf precious open, green space which the city 
and county of Missoula are desperate to maintain. It wo uld contribute to traffic growth 
and speed and the concrete platform that is engulfing all ofus. The noi se of high vo lume 
traffic would come even closer to this precious qu iet, open space. 

Tra ffi c volume wou ld increase dramatica ll y on Old Highway 93 as wou ld the danger for 
cars/pedestrians entering and leaving the Missou la Country Club. 

Thi s project will do more ham1 than good and should be forever dropped . 

Thank yo u fo r your attention , 

Cc: Senator Burns 
Senator Bauc us 
Candi date for Senate Tester 
Representative Rehberg 
Mayor Engen 
Missoul a County Commissioners 

I I II 1111111111111111111 
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Appendix E: Comments and Responses E-202 

f i n a l  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  i m p a c t  s t a t e m e n t
miller creek road

Comment # 143: Ron Perrin Response to Comment # 143 
 
Responses to this comment letter can be found under Summary 
Response issue letters A, B, D, F, G, and H. 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
* 124: Impacts associated with Old US 93 and adjacent intersections 

were fully evaluated and are addressed under each resource in Chapter 4 
of the EIS. 
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Craig Genzlinger. P.E. 

Federal Highway Administration 

585 Shepard Way 

Helena MT. 59601 

Dear Mr. Gcnzlingcr; 

October 27, 2006 

IIEC~ 

NC r u,, 

~ 96 

I I write to express my strong opposition to the proposed improvements to Old Highway 

93 that are part of the draft EJS for the Miller Creek Road Project in Missoula. As several of 

those who attended the recent public hearing at the Quality Inn noted: 

I 
I 
I 

I 

a) the proposed " improvements" provide only temporary relief to the traffic flow problem in 
Miller Creek 

b) the proposal does not tit with the original goal of the EIS, namely, to establish a second 

access point from the Miller Creek area. 

c) since the proposal covers land outside the original area of the EIS there is litt le consideration 

given to the environmental impact of the project. 

As a long time member of the Missoula Country Club I am particularly concerned about 

the deleterious effects this project would have for our facility. The matte( of ingress and egress 

into the club would be severely compromised. (Just two weeks ago the Missoula County 

Attorney suffered a heart attack on the course. Because emergency vehicles were able to 

respond in less that six minutes his life was saved.) 

The project would cause irreparable and permanent damage to the golf course by 

I destroying a large section of the number 8 and 9 fairways. Moreover traffic would either be 

passing or idling within a few feet of where the number 8 tee is now located. 

You should know that although ours is a private club we are quite involved in the larger 

I community. For example, our faci lity is available to the local high school golf teams for 

practice sessions and tournaments. lo addition, each spring we host a fund raising event that 

contributes significantly to those same programs. 
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Appendix E: Comments and Responses E-203 

f i n a l  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  i m p a c t  s t a t e m e n t
miller creek road

Comment # 143 (continued) 
 

 
 

Response to Comment # 143 (continued) 
 
 
 
 F 

G 

 
I 

For these reasons, and the many more you were made aware of at the public hearing, I 

urge you and your agency to initiate an alternative course that will provide a long term so lution 

to the Miller Creek traffic problem with minimal negative environmental impact. 

Respectfully YOU!,,, 

302 Pattee Canyon Drive 

Missoula, MT 59803 

cc: Brad Dantic 

Neil Michelson 
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A = Reference number for summary response issue     

Appendix E: Comments and Responses E-208 

f i n a l  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  i m p a c t  s t a t e m e n t
miller creek road

Comment # 147: John D. Schindler 
 

 
Response to Comment # 147 
 
Responses to this comment letter can be found under Summary 

Response issue letters E, F, and G. 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
* 125: Your comments have been noted. * 125 

E 

F 

G 

 

- m,iller .~~ek road 1111111111 
environmen"t'"!!llilrq,mpa c, t statement Comments on the DEIS 

September 22, 2006 - November 6, 2006 

Nov 09 

MONrArlA,,,_ 
COMMENT SHEET 

Thank you for reviewing the Miller Creek Road Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) and for 
providing your comments. The DEIS is also available for review on the project Web site at 
www.millereis.com. Please mail your comment to the address on the other side by November 6, 
2006, to be a part of the official public record . You can also provide comments through the project 
Web site. 

COMMENT: 1: rf,. '• «. P!i..., s:.. El. i~ Th.: 

al__ tl. lf, /lit. X/1, E., ;d.~e 'E.t ll::i!!. i 
l\I/f 

au d "='"'~ 4 Te 

&s,- '&-,.., 
ii. -=~ 

~ 

~ 

L;,c:, 

~ 
~ I ----'-' /., ' rt/,, 6 

Clw-b w lu-A{'. - PAsT m,sso.,...111 Co,,.uv-y ' o::, t=.,,..g-, < - , s. a.., US 7~ 
f. Tb,: C Id, '.., I :c l,u/4-:tt. ( 'f 1,:r:: 

j -9 :t-:l,~.? d; ,J NT w ... ,.,,. T"'it<r'iC fk. T j "0 i T 

S/,,o,+•ld Yo± HAIi -< e.J4H f?,,T 011, 1,d' 9s /<i. Th ✓ 
.£:1c::sr PLo-c..,, We.. 8(rc-adr ;/Au 4-- ~ .... co,ad. 

A- c,., ss i .., + a £C I/ -f Oz., JI., c .. " " , " C,i,r., 

D± ~M1r~•Ma'5'« Gh.,u+ .... tt S:t: Cou,u .. ,ts, 11-p_p.,---
&-, J/,yv c... t-o ad :r: o ? 9 .t/4 'i>t ± SS:.d s:z: W h ;ct, 

Qo,LL<JCT':> Tu 23.,,Jtbt-• Sou-rtr ik flllllj,4, L,'3/, 
f/e,,.. , ., Pt4v 0:: A do e yb, lo t2, 

Name: 

Phone: 

Date: 

I I II 1111111111111111111 



 

 

 Comments Responses 

A = Reference number for summary response issue     

Appendix E: Comments and Responses E-209 

f i n a l  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  i m p a c t  s t a t e m e n t
miller creek road

Comment # 148: Terry Key Response to Comment # 148 
 
Responses to this comment letter can be found under Summary 
Response issue letters B, F, G, J, and L. 
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- miller creek road 1111111111 
environmental impact statement 

i1£l.EI\IW 

Nu v o ') 2u111i , 

Comments on the DEIS 
September 22, 2006 - November 6, 2006 

J,MS»:M COMMENT SHEET 

Thank you for reviewing the Miller Creek Road Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) and for 
providing your comments. The DEIS is also available for review on the project Web site at 
www.millereis .com. Please mail your comment to the address on the other side by November 6, 
2006, to be a part of the official public record . You can also provide comments through the project 
Web site. 

COMMENT: 

-HlftH!ff>Rgl','-(>l'f'O••d to tbe preferred altemative to the Miller Creek access for the following reasons: 

1.) It does i,et meet th• intended P11rpase and Need of a second access to Miller Creek. The original Purpose and Need 
seems to have been arbitrarily changed. The need for a second access for this heavily populated area has not changed. 

2.) Significant changes are planned to O ld Hwy 93 whi ch have nothing to do with improving access to Miller Creek. I hese 
cl1a1,gcs are geing ta haHca extreme negative impart on the businesses, golf courses, and safety along the highway. 

3.) Tit• DEIS does Aet aae<1Yatoly address the impact along Old Hwy 93 and the affected entities were not properly notified. 

Because of this cost estimates have to be seriously questioned. 

4.) Any damage to two holes of the Missoula Country Club has the possibility of destroying the business ent,rely. Besides 
bei11g a vital pa,1: of the reEFeati01~al and economic comm1mity of Missoula this course holds historical significance. 

5.) T1affic alo11g Briggs•• ill Be etFamatically increased in front of an elementary school that already has to deal with safety 

issues on the street. 

The Miller Creek area is too highly populated and growing too fast to be served by only one access. This was recongnizecl 
when the fu11di11g was n,ade a,ailalale fer this study (banging the Purpose and Need and adding the redesign of Old Hwy 
93 is wrong. If the redesign of Old Hwy 93 is dropped the cost of a second access becomes much more reasonable. Please 

adJOSt yum pmposals co11side1 i11g-thts-:-

Name: 

Address : 

Phone: '7L.. e-ma il: 

Date: (Cl/.;J.. 

I I II 1111111111111111111 
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Appendix E: Comments and Responses E-211 

f i n a l  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  i m p a c t  s t a t e m e n t
miller creek road

Comment # 150: Alice Layne 
 

 

Response to Comment # 150 
 
Responses to this comment letter can be found under Summary 
Response issue letters D, F, G, H, and I. 
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G 

H 

I 

 

Craig Genzlinger, PE 
Federal Highway Administration 
Montana Division Office 
585 Shepard Way 
Helena, MT 59601 

Dear Mr. Genzlinger; 

October 30, 2006 

liECEIVEI) 

N(j\l 0 
'CQ6 

J'!1WA 
MlnlrANA 1'MstnN 

I am writing to register my opposition to the DEIS for Miller Creek/Old Highway 93 
South. 
The statement does not address the problem of a second access to Miller Creek. It merely 
increases traffic on existing roads, especially Old Highway 93. 
As such it will further congest Miller Creek Road. It will make access to the Missoula 
Country Club very difficult forcing cars to cross lanes of traffic to exit the club to go 
north or forcing cars to go arow1d Wall Mart to get to main highway 93 north. 
The statement states in different places that there will be no impact on the golfing areas 
of the Missoula Country Club and that "A little bit ofland will be necessarily acquired 
from the Club". Yet the boundary of the road is at the Club property line. No one has said 
how the road can be built without impact on the club property and no one has said how 
much land or where the land from the club will come from. 
Without a clear understanding of these issues, as well as many others raised at the public 
hearing held in Missoula on October the Ii" it is impossible to understand the impacts of 
the "preferred alternative, SA". 
The Federal Highway Department should not adopt this plan but should go back and 
reexamine a second access to Miller Creek that does not involve Old Highway 93. 

Thank you, 

!lttio ~ 
Alice Layne ~ 
414 Rainier Court 
Missoula, MT 59803 

I I II 1111111111111111111 
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ra
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c
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c
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ra
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 t
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h
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 d
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c
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b
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ra

ff
ic

 f
lo

w
, 

th
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c
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c
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c
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b
u
s
in

e
s
s
e

s
 a

lo
n

g
 9

3
 i
n
 t
e
rm

s
 o

f 
in

g
re

s
s
-e

g
re

s
s
. 
 T

h
e
re

 
is

 n
o
 l
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 l
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c
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 p
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ra
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 b
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b
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e
 M

is
s
o
u
la

 C
o
u
n
tr

y 
C

lu
b
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 d
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 c
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c
re

a
te

s
 s

e
ve

ra
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p
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n
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R
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c
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 C
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c
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b
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b
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c
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 D
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 m
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b
e
r 

o
f 

th
e
 M

is
s
o
u

la
 C

o
u

n
tr

y 
C

lu
b
 (

M
C

C
) 

a
n
d
 a

n
d
 

in
te

re
s
te

d
 c
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c
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 p
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c
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 p
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b
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c
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e

 M
ill

e
r 

C
re

e
k
 A

re
a
. 
 I
t 
c
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c
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p
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 d
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c
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 r
e

q
u
ir

e
d
 t

o
 

a
d
d
re

s
s
 f

o
r 

th
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h
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h
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b
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 c
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c
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 p
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c
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 p
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n
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ra

v
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r 
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 d
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r 
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n
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ld
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c
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s
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t 
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 b
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ff
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b
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 b
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 b
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c
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 p
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c
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 d
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 p
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 c
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c
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c
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 b
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p
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c
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n
d

 e
n

vi
ro

n
m

e
n
ta

l, 
in

c
lu

d
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n
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h
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c
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d
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h
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 p
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 p
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h
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b
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A = Reference number for summary response issue     

Appendix E: Comments and Responses E-217 

f i n a l  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  i m p a c t  s t a t e m e n t
miller creek road

Comment # 154: Steven Hall Response to Comment # 154 
 
Responses to this comment letter can be found under Summary 
Response issue letters A, D, F, G, H, I, and O. 
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October 31, 2006 

Mr. Craig Genzlinger, PE 
Federal Highway Administration 
Montana Division Office 
585 Shepard Way 
Helena, MT 59601 

RE: Missoula, Mi.Lier Creek/Old Highway 93 South Proposal 

Dear Mr. Genzlinger: 

I am writing with regard to the above DEIS for Miller Creek/Old Highway 93 South proposal now 
being considered. 

I I am NOT in favor of this preferred alternative. I lived in the Upper Miller Creek area for 20 years but 
have recently moved to a central part of town. I traveled these roads since my family moved to 
Missoula in 1958. I have first-hand experience with the traffic on Miller Creek Road and this part of 
town since this is where I was raised. For that, I think 1 speak with some experience as to the growth 

I 

' 
I 

in traffic along this roadway and at this intersection. 

Money not being an issue, there is no doubt Missoula NEEDS a north/south by-pass, a limited access 
road, that would carry traffic through the Missoula valley to connect to tl1e interstate highway system at 
our north valley boundary. You talk to anyone on the street (layman) and you will find that sentiment. 
Reserve Street is a joke because of the traffic volumes and the development that has occurred all along 
that road. To complicate it, you have Mullan Road intersecting North Reserve Street, right after a 
bridge which eliminates the potential to change that intersection. Much of Missoula's population growth 
and new housing is planned for the NW part of town. The traffic problems on Reserve Street will only 
get worse. 

You are faced with tremendous growth in the Linda Vista area and the Maloney Ranch plus several 
other large tracts that are simply awaiting for sewer service and/or the road fix . To take the SW part of 
town and expect you can inlprove this roadway by expanding the Miller Creek/Brooks Street 
intersection is both short-sighted and flawed. The traffic entering/exiting Missoula on Brooks Street/US 
Highway 93 will increase and continue to increase with the population expansion of Ravalli County. 
Compound that traffic growth with the Linda Vista area and you have a one-point congestion that wi.ll 
only get worse regardless of how you propose inlprovements to the single intersection. This proposal is 
a temporary fix only. 

Building a bridge across the Bitterroot River, at Blue Mountain Road and then completing a north/south 
route through the westem edge of the Missoula valley is the only true fix for these traffic problems. This 
author does not promote anything less than a straight north/south route through the valley; not one that 
follows the toe of Blue Mountain and/or goes through the Big Flat. I mean a straight shot to the north 
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Appendix E: Comments and Responses E-218 

f i n a l  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  i m p a c t  s t a t e m e n t
miller creek road

Comment # 154 (continued) 
 

 

Response to Comment # 154 (continued) 
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although T recognize there would need to be a curve from Blue Mountain Road that takes the road 
across the flats to the NE and on the east side of McCauley Butte and then north on Tower Street 
(using an existing road) and north to cross the river and on to the connectors planned from Mullan 
Road north to Old Highway IO West (West Broadway). I realize that is extremely ambitious and 
costly. Better to bite the bullet now than to wrestle with this problem in another 10 years when the cost 
of expansion will be faced with new home development, more congestion and higher costs (labor and 
materials). 

I have used some comments against the current proposal that were provided by our membership in the 
Missoula Country Club. Please do not think these are my primary responses. I simply believe the 
proposal cannot ever trnly work because of the sheer geo-physical considerations of the Missoula 
Valley and its' road system, the originations of traffic volumes and those critical points of merging (e.g. 
Miller Creek Road & Brooks Street and Brooks Street/Reserve Street). 

I am in favor of working out a plan to correct the Linda Vista roadway system and how it connects with 
Miller Creek and Brooks Street but cannot believe this proposal is any s01t of real fix to the problem. 
Unfortunately, I could go on at length about why I believe the north/south route needs to be addressed 
now and why it is the only practical solution to this growing problem. For your sake, l will end simply 
with again citing my vote against this proposal. It cannot work for a long-term solution. It only corrects 
one strategic intersection and it only adds all that traffic to already congested arte1ials (Brooks & 
Reserve). 

Sincerely 

Steven A. Ha!J, MAI, CCJM 
1001 SW Higgins Avenue, Suite 201 
Missoula, MT 59803 

I I II 1111111111111111111 



   
C

om
m

en
ts

 
R

es
p
on

se
s 

A
 =

 R
e

fe
re

n
c
e

 n
u

m
b

e
r 

fo
r 

s
u

m
m

a
ry

 r
e

s
p

o
n

s
e

 i
s
s

u
e
  
  

 

A
p
p
en

d
ix

 E
: 

C
om

m
en

ts
 a

n
d
 R

es
p
on

se
s 

E
-2

1
9

 

f
in

a
l 

e
n

v
ir

o
n

m
e

n
t
a

l 
im

p
a

c
t
 
s

t
a

t
e

m
e

n
t

m
il
le

r 
c
re

e
k
 r

o
a
d

C
om

m
en

t 
#

 1
5
5
: 

M
el

od
y 

Je
ff

ri
es

 P
et

er
s 

 
F
ro
m
: 
M
e
lo
d
y
 J
e
ff
ri
e
s 
[m

a
ilt
o
:m

je
ff
ri
e
s@

m
o
n
ta
n
a
.c
o
m
] 
 

S
e
n
t:
 T
u
e
sd
a
y
, 
O
ct
o
b
e
r 
3
1
, 
2
0
0
6
 4
:1
6
 P
M
 

T
o
: 
G
e
n
zl
in
g
e
r,
 C
ra
ig
 

S
u
b
je
c
t:
 r
o
a
d
 i
m
p
ro
v
e
m
e
n
ts
 D
E
IS
 M
ill
e
r 
C
re
e
k
 

 C
ra

ig
, 

  B
ri
e
fl
y,

 I
 a

m
 o

p
p
o
s
e
d
 t

o
 A

lt
e
rn

a
ti
ve

 5
A

. 
 M

y 
c
o

n
c
e
rn

 is
 t
h
a
t 

it'
s
 

s
h
o
rt

s
ig

h
te

d
 a

n
d
 p

u
tt

in
g
 a

 b
a
n
d
-a

id
 o

n
 a

 b
le

e
d
in

g
 a

rt
e

ry
. 
 D

e
ve

lo
p
m

e
n
t 

w
ill

 c
o
n
ti
n

u
e
 i
n
 t

h
e
 L

in
d
a
 V

is
ta

 a
re

a
, 

w
it
h
 a

n
 e

ve
n

 g
re

a
te

r 
tr

a
ff

ic
 c

o
u
n
t 

a
n
tic

ip
a
te

d
. 
T

h
e
 r

o
a
d
 a

t 
B

ig
g
s
 is

 e
x
tr

e
m

e
ly

 c
o
n

g
e
s
te

d
 a

t 
p
e

a
k
 t
ra

ve
l 

tim
e
s
. 
 I
t's

 b
e

yo
n
d
 r

e
a
s
o
n
 t

o
 h

o
p
e
 t

h
a
t 

w
id

e
n
in

g
 t

h
e
 r

o
a
d
 o

r 
a

d
d

in
g

 a
 

s
ig

n
a

l 
w

ill
 s

u
ff

ic
e
 f

o
r 

tr
a
ff

ic
 f
lo

w
 a

n
d
 s

a
fe

ty
 a

t 
th

a
t 
a
re

a
. 

  
  I 
d
o
n
't 

h
a

ve
 t

h
e
 p

ro
p

o
s
a
l 
n

u
m

b
e
rs

 in
 f

ro
n
t 
o
f 
m

e
 a

s
 I
 w

ri
te

 t
h
is

, 
b

u
t 
I 

h
a

ve
 

lo
o
k
e
d
 a

t 
th

e
 a

lt
e
rn

a
ti
ve

s
. 
 I

'd
 li

k
e
 t
o
 s

a
y 

th
a
t 
I 

la
c
k
 t
h
e
 c

o
n
fi
d
e
n
c
e
 t

h
a
t 

s
a
fe

 t
ra

ve
l 
c
a
n
 b

e
 a

c
h

ie
ve

d
 w

ith
o
u
t 

th
e
 a

d
d

it
io

n
 o

f 
a
 b

ri
d
g
e
 s

tr
u
c
tu

re
. 
  
 

  
 

M
e
lo

d
y 

J
e
ff

ri
e
s
 P

e
te

rs
, 
R

D
R

, 
C

R
R

 
J
e
ff

ri
e
s
 C

o
u
rt

 R
e

p
o
rt

in
g
, 

In
c
. 

1
0
1
5

 M
o

u
n
t 

A
ve

n
u
e
, 

S
u

ite
 C

 
M

is
s
o
u
la

, 
M

T
  
5
9
8
0

1
 

(4
0
6
) 

7
2

1
-1

1
4
3
 

m
je

ff
ri
e
s
@

m
o
n
ta

n
a
.c

o
m

 
 

R
es

p
on

se
 t

o 
C

om
m

en
t 

#
 1

5
5
 

 R
e
s
p
o
n
s
e
s
 t
o
 t
h
is
 c
o
m
m
e
n
t 
le
tt
e
r 
c
a
n
 b
e
 f
o
u
n
d
 u
n
d
e
r 
S
u
m
m
a
ry
 

R
e
s
p
o
n
s
e
 i
s
s
u
e
 l
e
tt
e
rs
 A
, 
D
, 
F
, 
H
, 
I,
 a
n
d
 L
. 

   

A
 

D
 

F
 

H
 

I L
 

 F
 

D
 

 

I 

----------

- = -



   
C

om
m

en
ts

 
R

es
p
on

se
s 

A
 =

 R
e

fe
re

n
c
e

 n
u

m
b

e
r 

fo
r 

s
u

m
m

a
ry

 r
e

s
p

o
n

s
e

 i
s
s

u
e
  
  

 

A
p
p
en

d
ix

 E
: 

C
om

m
en

ts
 a

n
d
 R

es
p
on

se
s 

E
-2

2
0

 

f
in

a
l 

e
n

v
ir

o
n

m
e

n
t
a

l 
im

p
a

c
t
 
s

t
a

t
e

m
e

n
t

m
il
le

r 
c
re

e
k
 r

o
a
d

C
om

m
en

t 
#

 1
5
6
: 

S
te

w
ar

t 
an

d
 M

ys
ta

 W
ar

d
 

 F
ro

m
: 
M

ys
ta

 W
a
rd

 [
m

a
ilt

o
:h

o
s
s
o
@

m
o
n
ta

n
a
.c

o
m

] 
S

e
n
t:

 T
u
e
s
d
a

y,
 O

c
to

b
e
r 

3
1
, 

2
0
0

6
 4

:0
3
 P

M
 

T
o
: 
G

e
n

zl
in

g
e
r,

 C
ra

ig
 

S
u
b
je

c
t:
 M

ill
e
r 

C
re

e
k
 A

c
c
e
s
s
 S

tu
d

y 
 D

e
a
r 

S
e
n
a

to
r 

B
u
rn

s
, 

W
ith

 a
ll 

d
u
e

 r
e
s
p
e
c
t 

w
e
 w

o
u
ld

 l
ik

e
 t
o
 o

ff
e
r 

o
u
r 

o
p
in

io
n
 o

n
 t
h

e
 p

ro
p
o
s
e
d

 w
o
rk

 
o
n
 t
h

e
 M

ill
e
r 

C
re

e
k
 P

ro
je

c
t 
in

 M
is

s
o
u

la
. 
 W

e
 a

re
 m

e
m

b
e
rs

 o
f 

th
e
 M

is
s
o
u
la

 
C

o
u
n
tr

y 
C

lu
b

 a
n

d
 h

a
ve

 b
e

e
n
 f

o
r 

tw
e
n
ty

-t
w

o
  

 
ye

a
rs

. 
 W

e
 a

re
 w

ri
tin

g
 t

o
 o

b
je

c
t 
to

 t
h
e

 p
ro

p
o
s
a
l 
o
f 

th
is

 p
ro

je
c
t.
  
  

T
h
e
 im

p
a
c
t 
o
n
 t
h
e
 M

is
s
o
u

la
 C

o
u
n

tr
y 

C
lu

b
, 

w
h

ic
h
 w

a
s
 e

s
ta

b
lis

h
e
d
 a

s
 p

a
rt

 o
f 

o
u
r 

c
o
m

m
u
n
it
y 

in
 t
h

e
 y

e
a
r 

1
9
1
6

, 
w

o
u
ld

 b
e
 d

e
va

s
ta

tin
g

. 
 A

s
 y

o
u
 m

a
y 

o
r 

m
a

y 
n
o
t 
k
n
o

w
, 
n

o
 d

is
c
u
s
s
io

n
 i
s
 n

o
te

d
 i
n
 t
h

e
 E

IS
 a

s
 t
o
 h

o
w

 M
C

C
 m

e
m

b
e
rs

h
ip

 
w

o
u
ld

 b
e
 a

c
c
o
m

m
o
d
a
te

d
 w

ith
 i
n
g
re

s
s
/e

g
re

s
s
 d

u
ri

n
g
 a

n
y 

c
o

n
s
tr

u
c
tio

n
 p

e
ri

o
d
 

a
n
d
 t

h
a
t 

is
 j
u
s
t 
o
n

e
 o

f 
th

e
 p

ro
b
le

m
s
 w

it
h
 t
h

is
 p

ro
p
o
s
a
l.
  

T
h
e
 E

IS
 h

a
s
 a

ls
o
 n

o
t 

c
o
n
s
id

e
re

d
 t
h

e
 im

p
a
c
t 
o
f 

th
e
 e

n
c
ro

a
c
h
m

e
n
t 
o
n

to
 t

h
e
 M

C
C

 g
o

lf
 c

o
u
rs

e
. 
 

T
h
e
re

 a
re

 o
th

e
r 

w
a

ys
 in

 w
h

ic
h
 t
o
 s

o
lv

e
 t

h
e
 M

ill
e
r 

C
re

e
k
 t
ra

ff
ic

 p
ro

b
le

m
, 
s
u
c
h
 

a
s
 t
h
e
 a

d
d

iti
o
n
 o

f 
a
  
 

b
ri
d
g

e
 a

c
ro

s
s
 t
h
e
 B

itt
e
rr

o
o

t 
R

iv
e
r 

to
 g

a
in

 a
c
c
e
s
s
 t
o
 H

ig
h

w
a

y 
9
3

. 
  
 

T
h
is

 s
o
lu

ti
o
n
, 

w
a
s
 in

 f
a
c
t,
 t
h
e
 o

ri
g
in

a
l o

b
je

c
ti
v
e
 o

f 
th

e
 a

p
p
ro

p
ri
a
ti
o
n

 t
o
 s

tu
d

y 
th

is
 p

ro
b
le

m
. 
 W

e
 a

re
 h

o
p
in

g
 t
h
a

t 
th

e
 F

H
A

 w
ill

 g
iv

e
 m

o
re

 t
h
o

u
g
h

t 
a
n

d
 

c
o
n
s
id

e
ra

tio
n
 t
o

 t
h

is
 m

a
tt
e
r.

  
Y

o
u
r 

s
u
p
p

o
rt

 o
f 

M
C

C
 w

o
u
ld

 b
e
 g

re
a
tl
y 

a
p
p
re

c
ia

te
d
. 

   
  
  
  
  

  
  
  

  
  
  

 S
in

c
e
re

ly
, 

  
  
  
  
  

  
  
  

  
  
  

  
S

te
w

a
rt

 a
n
d

 M
ys

ta
 W

a
rd

 
  
  
  
  
  

  
  
  

  
  
  

  
 1

1
6
 B

a
n

n
a

ck
 P

la
c
e
 

  
  
  
  
  

  
  
  

  
  
  

  
  
 M

is
s
o
u

la
, 

M
T

  
5
9
8
0
3
 

R
es

p
on

se
 t

o 
C

om
m

en
t 

#
 1

5
6
 

 R
e
s
p
o
n
s
e
s
 t
o
 t
h
is
 c
o
m
m
e
n
t 
le
tt
e
r 
c
a
n
 b
e
 f
o
u
n
d
 u
n
d
e
r 
S
u
m
m
a
ry
 

R
e
s
p
o
n
s
e
 i
s
s
u
e
 l
e
tt
e
rs
 B
, 
D
, 
F
, 
G
, 
a
n
d
 M
. 

   

F
 

G
 

M
 

  D
 

 B
 

 

I 

----------

C --



   
C

om
m

en
ts

 
R

es
p
on

se
s 

A
 =

 R
e

fe
re

n
c
e

 n
u

m
b

e
r 

fo
r 

s
u

m
m

a
ry

 r
e

s
p

o
n

s
e

 i
s
s

u
e
  
  

 

A
p
p
en

d
ix

 E
: 

C
om

m
en

ts
 a

n
d
 R

es
p
on

se
s 

E
-2

2
1

 

f
in

a
l 

e
n

v
ir

o
n

m
e

n
t
a

l 
im

p
a

c
t
 
s

t
a

t
e

m
e

n
t

m
il
le

r 
c
re

e
k
 r

o
a
d

C
om

m
en

t 
#

 1
5
7
: 

S
te

w
ar

t 
an

d
 M

ys
ta

 W
ar

d
 

 F
ro

m
: 
M

ys
ta

 W
a
rd

 [
m

a
ilt

o
:h

o
s
s
o
@

m
o
n
ta

n
a
.c

o
m

] 
S

e
n
t:

 T
u
e
s
d
a

y,
 O

c
to

b
e
r 

3
1
, 

2
0
0

6
 3

:4
4
 P

M
 

T
o
: 
G

e
n

zl
in

g
e
r,

 C
ra

ig
 

S
u
b
je

c
t:
 M

ill
e
r 

C
re

e
k
 a

c
c
e
s
s
 s

tu
d

y 
 D

e
a
r 

M
r.

 G
e

n
zl

in
g

e
r,

 
W

ith
 a

ll 
d
u
e

 r
e
s
p
e
c
t 

w
e
 w

o
u
ld

 l
ik

e
 t
o
 o

ff
e
r 

o
u
r 

o
p
in

io
n
 o

n
 t
h

e
 p

ro
p
o
s
e
d

 w
o
rk

 
o
n
 t
h

e
 M

ill
e
r 

C
re

e
k
 P

ro
je

c
t.
  
W

e
 a

re
 m

e
m

b
e
rs

 o
f 

th
e
 M

is
s
o
u
la

 C
o
u

n
tr

y 
 C

lu
b
 

a
n
d
 h

a
ve

 b
e
e
n

 f
o
r 

tw
e
n
ty

-t
w

o
 y

e
a
rs

. 
 W

e
 a

re
 w

ri
ti
n

g
 t

o
 o

b
je

c
t 
to

 t
h

e
 p

ro
p
o
s
a
l 

o
f 

th
is

 p
ro

je
c
t.
  
T

h
e
 im

p
a
c
t 
o
n
 t
h

e
 M

is
s
o
u
la

 C
o

u
n
tr

y 
C

lu
b
, 

w
h
ic

h
 w

a
s
 

e
s
ta

b
lis

h
e

d
 a

s
 p

a
rt

 o
f 

o
u
r 

c
o
m

m
u
n
it
y 

in
 t

h
e
 y

e
a
r 

1
9

1
6
, 

w
o
u

ld
 b

e
 d

e
v
a
s
ta

ti
n
g
. 

 
A

s
 y

o
u
 k

n
o
w

, 
n
o

 d
is

c
u
s
s
io

n
 is

 n
o
te

d
 in

 t
h
e

 E
IS

 a
s
 t

o
 h

o
w

 M
C

C
 m

e
m

b
e
rs

h
ip

 
w

o
u
ld

 b
e
 a

c
c
o
m

m
o
d
a
te

d
  
 

w
ith

 i
n

g
re

s
s
/e

g
re

s
s
 d

u
ri

n
g
 a

n
y 

c
o
n
s
tr

u
c
ti
o
n
 p

e
ri
o

d
. 
  
N

o
r 

h
a
s
 it

  
 

c
o
n
s
id

e
re

d
 t
h

e
 im

p
a
c
t 
o
f 

th
e
 e

n
c
ro

a
c
h
m

e
n
t 
o
n

to
 t

h
e
 M

C
C

 g
o

lf
 c

o
u
rs

e
. 
  
 

T
h
e
re

 a
re

 o
th

e
r 

w
a

ys
 in

 w
h

ic
h
 t
o
 s

o
lv

e
 t

h
e
 M

ill
e
r 

 C
re

e
k
 t
ra

ff
ic

 p
ro

b
le

m
, 
s
u
c
h
 

a
s
 t
h
e
 a

d
d

iti
o
n
 o

f 
a
 b

ri
d

g
e
 a

c
ro

s
s
 t
h
e
 B

itt
e
rr

o
o
t 
R

iv
e
r 

to
 g

a
in

 a
c
c
e
s
s
 t
o
 

H
ig

h
w

a
y 

9
3

. 
 T

h
is

 s
o
lu

tio
n
 w

a
s
, 
in

 f
a
c
t,
 t
h
e
 o

ri
g

in
a

l o
b
je

c
tiv

e
 o

f 
th

e
 

a
p
p
ro

p
ri
a
ti
o
n

 t
o
 s

tu
d

y 
th

is
 p

ro
b
le

m
. 
 W

e
 a

re
 h

o
p
in

g
 t
h

a
t 
th

e
 F

H
A

 w
ill

 g
iv

e
 

m
o
re

 t
h
o
u
g
h
t 

a
n
d
 c

o
n
s
id

e
ra

tio
n
 t
o

 t
h

is
 m

a
tt
e
r.

 
   
  
  
  
  

  
  
  

  
  
  

  
  
  
  

  
  
  

  
  
  

 M
o
s
t 
S

in
c
e
re

ly
, 

  
  
  
  
  

  
  
  

  
  
  

  
  
  
  

  
  
  

  
  
  

 S
te

w
a
rt

 a
n

d
 M

ys
ta

 W
a
rd

 
  
  
  
  
  

  
  
  

  
  
  

  
  
  
  

  
  
  

  
  
  

  
1
1
6
 B

a
n

n
a
c
k
 P

la
c
e
 

  
  
  
  
  

  
  
  

  
  
  

  
  
  
  

  
  
  

  
  
  

  
 M

is
s
o
u

la
, 

M
T

  
5
9
8
0

3
 

 

R
es

p
on

se
 t

o 
C

om
m

en
t 

#
 1

5
7
 

 R
e
s
p
o
n
s
e
s
 t
o
 t
h
is
 c
o
m
m
e
n
t 
le
tt
e
r 
c
a
n
 b
e
 f
o
u
n
d
 u
n
d
e
r 
S
u
m
m
a
ry
 

R
e
s
p
o
n
s
e
 i
s
s
u
e
 l
e
tt
e
rs
 B
, 
D
, 
F
, 
G
, 
a
n
d
 M
. 

   

F
 

G
 

 M
 

 D
 

 B
 

 

I 

----------

-- . --



   
C

om
m

en
ts

 
R

es
p
on

se
s 

A
 =

 R
e

fe
re

n
c
e

 n
u

m
b

e
r 

fo
r 

s
u

m
m

a
ry

 r
e

s
p

o
n

s
e

 i
s
s

u
e
  
  

 

A
p
p
en

d
ix

 E
: 

C
om

m
en

ts
 a

n
d
 R

es
p
on

se
s 

E
-2

2
2

 

f
in

a
l 

e
n

v
ir

o
n

m
e

n
t
a

l 
im

p
a

c
t
 
s

t
a

t
e

m
e

n
t

m
il
le

r 
c
re

e
k
 r

o
a
d

C
om

m
en

t 
#

 1
5
8
: 

B
il
l 
S

qu
ir

es
 

 

O
ct
ob
er
 3
1,
 2
00
6 

C
ra
ig
 G
en
zl
in
ge
r,
 P
E

 
F
ed
er
al
 H
ig
hw
ay
 A
dm

in
is
tr
at
io
n 

M
on
ta
na
 D
iv
is
io
n 
O
ffi
ce
 5
85
 S
he
pa
rd
 W
ay

 
H
el
en
a,
 M
T
  5
96
01

 
 D
ea
r 
M
r.
 G
en
zl
in
ge
r:

 

  
  
  
  
W
e 
ar
e 
w
rit
in
g 
to
 y
ou
 to
 e
xp
re
ss
 o
ur
 c
on
ce
rn
s 
w
ith
 th
e 
ad
op
tio
n 
of
 

pr
ef
er
re
d 
al
te
rn
at
iv
e 
5A
  f
or
 th
e 
pr
op
os
ed
 M
ill
er
 C
re
ek
/O
ld
 H
ig
hw
ay
 9
3 

pr
oj
ec
t. 
 S
pe
ci
fic
al
ly
, a
s 
re
si
de
nt
s 
of
 th
e 
M
ill
er
 C
re
ek
 a
re
a 
of
 M
is
so
ul
a,
 w
e 

ar
e 
ve
ry
 c
on
ce
rn
ed
 th
at
 th
e 
pr
ef
er
re
d 
al
te
rn
at
iv
el
y 
ac
tu
al
ly
 w
or
se
ns
 a
n 

al
re
ad
y 
ve
ry
 d
an
ge
ro
us
 s
itu
at
io
n,
 a
nd
 e
xa
ce
rb
at
es
 th
e 
tra
ffi
c 
co
ng
es
tio
n 

on
 M
ill
er
 C
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 C
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at
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 C
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 C
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 C
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 p
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at
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f p
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 c
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 c
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 o
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at
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at
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t o
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at
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 r
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ra
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 C
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 d
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 C
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at
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 C
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 C
re
ek
.  
T
he
 tr
af
fic
 s
til
l b
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 C
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 c
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 c
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 C
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 p
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er
 

M
ill
er
 C
re
ek
.  
C
ur
re
nt
ly
 m
or
ni
ng
 tr
af
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 b
e 
st
al
le
d 
pa
st
 S
t. 

T
ho
m
as
 D
riv
e 
to
 th
e 
so
ut
h 
on
 U
pp
er
 M
ill
er
 C
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t b
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 p
ro
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e 
bi
ke
 tr
af
fic
 a
t t
ha
t 

po
in
t –
 it
 ju
st
 d
is
ap
pe
ar
s?
  T
he
re
 a
re
 n
o 
pr
ov
is
io
ns
 fo
r s
af
e 
pe
de
st
ria
n 
an
d 

bi
ke
 tr
af
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 C
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 C
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t c
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 C
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ra
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l f
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 c
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 p
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 C
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 p
ro
vi
de
 fo
r 
a 
se
co
nd
 

cr
os
si
ng
 o
f t
he
 B
itt
er
ro
ot
 R
iv
er
 a
t s
om

e 
po
in
t s
ou
th
/w
es
t o
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at
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 d
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 b
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l o
f 

su
ch
 o
pt
io
ns
.  
W
e 
ur
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 c
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 C
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ra
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itu
at
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b
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3
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2
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0
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n
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 C
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b
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n
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u
b
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n
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b
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 c
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b
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b
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v
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 t
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 d
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e
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c
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n
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fe
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a
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w

 d
o

e
s
 n

o
t 
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e
 c
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n
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u
c
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n
 o
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e
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d
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ll,

 b
u
t 
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r 
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c
o

n
fi
g
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n
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f 
H

ig
h
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9
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r 

C
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e
k
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o
a
d
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 c
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r 
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u
m

b
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r 
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f 
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h
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r 
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e
k
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a
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t 
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 s

o
u
th
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d

g
e
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M

is
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la

 i
s
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e
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f 
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e
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h
e
 c

it
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n
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w

 t
h
e

 c
u
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e
n
t 
p

o
p
u
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o
n

 
b
u
t 

it 
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 s
u

b
s
ta

n
ti
a

l f
ro

m
 t
h
e
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a
s
e
 o

f 
M

ill
e
r 

C
re

e
k
 a

ll 
th

e
 w

a
y 

to
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ts

 u
p

p
e
r 

re
a
c
h
e
s
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 A

n
d
 a

s
 m

a
tt
e
rs

 c
u
rr

e
n
tl
y 

s
it
, 
th

e
re
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 b

u
t 

o
n
e

 e
x
it 

o
u
t 
o
f 

th
e
 

L
o

w
e
r 

M
ill

e
r 

C
re

e
k
 R

o
a
d
 a

re
a
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 B

u
t 

th
e
 p

o
p

u
la

ti
o
n
 c
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n
ti
n
u

e
s
 t
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ro
w
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l d
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e
k
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c
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p
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r 

M
ill
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e
k
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a
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u
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 t
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s
 b
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 b

e
in
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a
b
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 t
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 m

e
rg

e
 i
n
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 t
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n
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 t
h

is
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 e
ve

n
 b

e
fo

re
 y

o
u
 c

a
n
 g

e
t 
o

n
 t
o
 

H
ig

h
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9
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Appendix E: Comments and Responses E-229 

f i n a l  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  i m p a c t  s t a t e m e n t
miller creek road

Comment # 161: Barbara Milligan  
Response to Comment # 161 
 
Responses to this comment letter can be found under Summary 

Response issue letter A. 
 
 

 
 
 
* 129: Your comments have been noted. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
* 130: Thank you for your input. The impacts you mention, in addition to 

other environmental resource impacts, make Alternative 4C undesirable 
for the Preferred Alternative (see Response Issue A). 

 

 
* 129 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
* 130 

Craig Genzlinger, P.E. 
Federal Highway Administration 
585 Shepard Way, 
Helena, MT, 59601 

Dear Mr. Genzlinger: 

October 31 , 2006 
5959 Hayes Creek Road 
Missoula, MT 59804 

llic$to 

N (, V u l!Jf)H 

~~ 
I am writing this letter to express my opposition to alternative 4C, South Lower 
Miller Creek Interchange of the DEIS on Miller Creek Road. 

I own a property, which does not seem to be included in your study, yet it would 
be directly affected by this alternative if it comes to fruition. It would greatly 
diminish our personal safety, finances, and health. Personal safety would 
become an issue, because criminals would have easier & faster ingress & egress 
to our property. Financially, we have sunk all of our savings into building a 
home that we could sell for our retirement. We currently have a lovely view of 
the Missoula valley and the Bitterroot River. That view would change to a 'not so 
lovely view of a highway interchange.' The air & noise pollution would increase 
significantly to an intolerable amount for us and any future buyer. This 
alternative would render our property unbearable for us to live in and pretty much 
worthless for resale. 

Of further consideration and in response to your impact studies: 

Land Use Impact. Alternative 4C should clearly state the impact of fellow 
Missoula residents, who not only have to give up their homes, but to those would 
personally sustain a financial and physical loss because of the change in land 
use. 

Social & Environment Justice Impact. Our home was constructed in 2005. 
do not believe my home is included in those "12 residential relocations" even 
though the interchange would be nearly in our front door!! 

Transportation Impacts. Providing access between Miller Creek and Hayes 
Creek is of NO value to Hayes Creek residents and questionable value to Miller 
Creek as neither bedroom community has any services to offer to the other. 
Therefore it is a negative impact not a positive! 

In addition, Hayes Creek residents who wish to ride share, do so within our own 
community as it is more convenient way to share. 

I I II 1111111111111111111 
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Appendix E: Comments and Responses E-230 

f i n a l  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  i m p a c t  s t a t e m e n t
miller creek road

Comment # 161 (continued) 
 

 
 

Response to Comment # 161 (continued) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A 

 

Negative impact not listed : this alternative creates additional & needless traffie; 
into the Hayes Creek neighborhood. The narrow streets (which are not in the 
best of shape) are greatly used in this neighborhood by residents to walk and 
bike. Additional traffic would be a hazard . 

Air Quality & Noise Impact. My home is not included in the numbers that are 
listed in your study. Nor are the other newly constructed home across the 
highway from us. There would be a huge derogation in air quality and a greater 
increase in noise pollution. 

Construction Impact. Dust and noise alone from the construction would be 
intolerable. To say nothing about the crime that construction sites seem to 
attract. 

In summary, Alternative 4C would have a long-lasting and negative impact on our 
community. Personally, alternative 4C would have a tremendously negative 
impact both financially & physically; financially, because of the depreciation of 
our current property value and future value that we hoped to accrue. Our 
physical and mental health would be compromised by the air and noise pollution. 

A far better solution would be Alternative 2 8. 28 is less costly, residents and 
businesses are less impacted, there is less impact to the river and land, and wild I life is less impacted. With this alternative, the traffic light at Blue Mountain will 
remain and so will the breaks in traffic flow that allows for the ingress and egress 
into and from Hayes Creek and other residents who live off highway 93. This 
also keeps Blue Mountain Road from being over used by traffic trying to skirt 
around the reserve street/Hwy 93 Intersection. 

Sin9erely 

~ J!\ !itt · --
Barbara Milligan ( {a,v,-._.., 
1-406-251-6600 

I I II 1111111111111111111 
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Appendix E: Comments and Responses E-237 

f i n a l  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  i m p a c t  s t a t e m e n t
miller creek road

Comment # 166  Rick Oncken  
Response to Comment # 166 
 
Responses to this comment letter can be found under Summary 

Response issue letters A, D, F, G, and H. 
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LAMBROS 3011 American Way 
M issoula, Montana 59808 

I 

I 
I 

REAL ESTATE 

November 1, 2006 

Craig Genzlinger, PE 

(406) 532-9200 fax (406) 532-9330 

www.lambros.com 
lambros@montana.com 

REc~ 

Nuv a 
Federal Highway Administration 
Montana Division Office 
585 Shepard Way 
Helena, MT 59601 

2 201)8 

~~ 
Dear Mr. Genzlinger, 

I am writing to oppose EIS Alternative 5A on Old Highway 93 . 

Thls plan will not improve the flow of traffic or improve the safety of the motorist or the 
people that live and work in this area. 

You will create a giant bottleneck in an already impacted area. And you will not have 
improved access to the thousands of homes yet to be built in the Miller Creek area. 

The longer you wait to address a viable answer, for the future 20 years, of the Miller 
Creek Muddle the more complicated and expensive the solution will become. 

Making a mess out of the Old highway 93 businesses, Larchmont Golf Course and the 
Missoula Country Club for a stopgap answer is not very productive. 

We have had Malfunction Junction and The Broadway Diet we don 't need the 93 Shuffle. 

Sincerely 

,?~ ~ 
Rick Oncken 
1400 Valley Wind Ln 
Missoula, MT 59804 

Commercial • Residentia l • R ecreationa l • Ranch & La n d • Pro pe rty Ma n agement 
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Appendix E: Comments and Responses E-238 

f i n a l  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  i m p a c t  s t a t e m e n t
miller creek road

Comment # 167: Mike McCourt  
Response to Comment # 167 
 
Responses to this comment letter can be found under Summary 

Response issue letters A, B, D, F, G, I, and M. 
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November I, 2006 

Craig Genzlinger, PE 
Federal Highway Adm inistration 
Montana Division Offi ce 
585 Shepard Way 
Helena, MT 5960 I 

Dear Mr. Genzl inger: 

HiCSJro 

1'[;1,- u" ~fl 

< £,;fJ6 

~~ 
On October 17, 2006 1 attended and test ified at the public hearing regarding the Draft 
Environmenta l Impact Statement (DEIS) on the Mi ller Creek Road Project. I am a c itizen of 
Missoula, belong to the Missoula Country C lub, and serve on the club 's Board of Directors. I 
wish to go on record in opposition to the DEIS and in particular to the preferred plan SA 
involving the massive overhaul of O ld Highway 93. 

Let me begin by say ing, the original objective and funding for this project was to find a 
second access point into and out of Miller Creek. Recommending plan SA, in the DEIS, does 
not meet the orig inal purpose or the financial appropriation Congress approved for th is project. 

Since Old Hi ghway 93 is ou ts ide the spec ified study area, the DEIS does not consider any 
impacts it is required to address fo r a ny Old Highway 93 im prove ments. Further, the fai lure to 
include this area in the study area but then to include it in the improvement~ deprived the property 
owners in the area the right to partic ipate in the study process for the first three years. 

I More specifically, under a lternative SA, turning left at the Missoula Country C lu b (MCC) e ither 
enteri ng or ex iting will be nearly impossible. Public safety or emergency s ituations at the golf 
course have not been addressed in the DEIS. The DEIS fai ls to identi fy the numerous impacts on 
the golf course (i.e. the 8'" tee box, etc.), or the properties located on the south side of O ld 
Highway 93 . t By the dale of com pletion, traffic volumes will increase by 130% on Old Highway 93 if the 
project is rea lized! Nothing in the DEIS is proposed to mitigate the impact of tratlic invo lving the 
golf courses or businesses. In particular, for example, the draft EIS does not expla in how MCC 
members would be accommoda ted with ingress/egress during a construction period or after. What 
about a ir and noi se pollution? 

I 
May I respect-fu lly suggest that you go back and cons ider the alternatives that provide a bridge as 
a second access point out of the Miller Creek. This was the suggestion vo iced by a resounding 
majority of those who test i lied at the public hearing. Your preferred option SA fa ils to meet the 
··purpose and need" as origi nally intended. Doing not hing or plowing ahead with option SA is 
illogica l and just plain ludicrous g iven that other alternatives are identified need ing further study 
and input from the public. The "quick fi x" or "band a id approach" offered under 5A so lves 
nothing and, if implemented, will on ly rein fo rce the bel ief that the Federal Highway 
Administration does not listen or ca re about loca l concerns. 

Sincerely, 

~~//1.1}1,;-~ 
Mike McCourt 
305 High Park Way 
Missoula, MT 59803 
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Appendix E: Comments and Responses E-239 

f i n a l  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  i m p a c t  s t a t e m e n t
miller creek road

Comment # 168: Gregory Utter Response to Comment # 168 
 
Responses to this comment letter can be found under Summary 
Response issue letters B, D, F, G, and H. 
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Gregory Utter, MD 
1705 Valley Wind Lane 
Missoula, Montana 59804 

November I, 2006 

Craig Genzlinger, PE 
Federal Highway Administration 
Montana Division Otlice 
585 Shepard Way 
Helena, MT 5960 I 

RE: Draft EIS Alternative SA 

Mr. Genzlinger: 

LOVED 

NOV O ,, 2006 

M~mv!ICM 

I write this letter to express my opposition in the strongest of terms to the adoption of the 
above plan as a long term solution fo r management of Miller Creek/Old Highway 93 
South traffic flow. 

The multiple reasons for growing opposition to this plan have been well publicized, and 
vary, depending Oil whether one is a Miller Creek Resident, a commuter to Missoula from 
the Bitterroot Valley, a business owner in the Old 93 corridor, a Mi ssoula Country Club 
member, or merely a citizen concerned with wise use of taxpayers' money. Common to 
all of those concerned, however, is the late inclusion of the Old Highway 93 in the 
" improvement" plan, which deprived property owners in the area to be fu lly involved in 
the process; the failure to consider or address the markedly increased traffic on Old 93; 
the seeming failure to address the negative impact of this increased traffic on local 
business and property owners; and, most importantly, failure to address the widely held 
perception that this is simply a "band-aid" approach, des igned to avo id the expenditures 
involved in a true long term solution, which is a second access point to the Miller Creek 
area via a bridge over the Bitterroot. To continue to force the projected increases in 
fun1re traffic through the Miller Creek Road/Highway 93/Old Highway 93 intersection is 
short sighted, and merely delays the definitive solution which, irrespective of current 
costs, wi 11 only be more costly in the future. 

I urge you to reconsider the planned implementation of Draft EIS Alternative 5A. 

Respectfully, 

Gregory Utter 

I I II 1111111111111111111 
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Appendix E: Comments and Responses E-253 

f i n a l  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  i m p a c t  s t a t e m e n t
miller creek road

Comment # 180: Eleanor Turunen  
Response to Comment # 180 
 
Responses to this comment letter can be found under Summary 

Response issue letters B, D, F, G, and I. 
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Craig Genzl inger. PE 
Federal Highway Administration 
Montana Di vision Office 
585 Shepard Way 
Helena, MT 5960 1 
November 3, 2006 

Dear Mr. Genzlinger, 

IREGBVED 

NOii ll ,, ?006 
~ 

M~ ~ M 

1 am writing to express my opposit ion to the Draft Environmental Impact Statement for 
the Miller Creek / US 93 South project. Although my opposition is based on numerous 
fac tors there are two simple reasons that I believe in strongly enough to say that the 
project should not go forward. 

I) 1 am a grandmother and resident of a senior residence that is close to the old US 
93 portion of the highway that you would like to dramatically increase traffic and 
congestion on. I travel from my senior residence, as do my friends and fami ly, to 
the Missoula Country Club for lunch, dinner, and special events very frequently 
and th is makes up fo r a large portion of our social activities. As Old US 93 is 
configured now this is a very safe and slow route for all ofus to drive io the club. 
1 am afraid that should you built this proposed highway project and reroute such a 
signi fican t number of cars onto thi s road we wou.ld end up with another traffic 
problem like the area around Reserve and Mullan Road now. It is impossible for 
many ofus at our senior residence to travel on North Reserve anymore and it 
would just be a shame if we were to have the same thing happen along Old 93 
South by our club and the restaurants out there. 

2) In looking through the documents and maps for the DEIS, I see no indication that 
a bridge across the river is going to constructed to service all of the homes being 
built in Miller Creek. It has been my understanding that th.is whole project idea 
was to have a study to see if the bridge and another access point for Miller Creek 
was needed and feas ible. If this is not the case then I suggest that you should have 
stopped right there and not moved forward with studying any other 
neighborhoods or fixing problems that don' t exist. I respectfully request that if a 
bridge isn' t needed or isn ' t feas ible that you only make minor safety changes to 
the Miller Creek road and do nothing more. This would guarantee that you won't 
harm the heal th and safety of people 's lives with more traffic in previously 
undisturbed areas, you won ' t harm people 's businesses and you won ' t have to 
take people's land for no reason. 
Thank you fo r al lowing me to comment and for the taking ti.me to reconsider you 
opinions and thank you for your service to our state and community. · 

Sincerely, --
G.~;..; . ; ~ 
Eleanor Turunen 
The Village Senior Residence 
28 15 Old Fort Road #327 
Missoula, MT 59804 

I I II 1111111111111111111 
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Appendix E: Comments and Responses E-254 

f i n a l  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  i m p a c t  s t a t e m e n t
miller creek road

Comment # 181: Susan K. O’Neil Response to Comment # 181 
 
Responses to this comment letter can be found under Summary 
Response issue letters A, B, D, F, G, H, and L. 
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November 3, 2006 

Craig Genzlinger, PE 
Federal Highway Administration 
Montana Division Office 
585 Shepard Way 
Helena,- MT 59601 

Dear Mr. Genzlinger: 

~ 

~[I\I I! fj 2d01l'3 

M 

I After reviewing the information that has been made available for viewing and after 
attending the October I 7'h Public Hearing, I want to voice my opposition to the Preferred 
Alternative for the Mi ller Creek Road Project. 

This Preferred Plan does not fit the original goal of providing a second access out of and 
into the Miller Creek area. As the area grows, this plan will put additional traffic at the 
Mi ller Creek/ Highway 93 light, on Old US 93, on Briggs Street where Cold Springs 
School is located, and on lower Gharrett Street where my house is located. 

The initial information I received on this plan came from the Missoula Country Club, 
where I am a member. The access to the club will be greatly restricted and quite unsafe. I Addi tional impacts to the golf course on holes 8 and 9 have not been addressed. Safety 
for traffic getting in and out of other businesses along Old Highway 93 has· not been 
addressed. 

I 

The environmental impact statement supplied at the meeting slates the project purpose as 
fo llows: "The pw-pose of the Miller Creek Road project is to provide for safe and 
improved access between US 93 and the Mi ller Creek area." 

The Preferred Plan has a signal being installed at the Y intersection of Upper Mi ller 
Creek and Lower Miller Creek wnich wi ll create hazardous conditions on Upper Miller 
Creek on slippery winter roads. How is that safer? 

I The proposed light at Briggs Street will encourage more drivers to take Briggs Street to 
Gharrett StTeet, thereby sending a much larger number of cars past the Cold Spring 
School where the road is already congested with parents and busses dropping off and 
picking up chi ldren. How is that safer? 

I The Preferred Plan will close the Miller Creek Road access to Wal Mart, which will 
cause or encourage them to find an alternate access. If a new access is opened on Briggs 
Street, it will further congest the traffic by Cold Springs School. How is that safer? 
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f i n a l  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  i m p a c t  s t a t e m e n t
miller creek road

Comment # 181 (continued) 
 

 

Response to Comment # 181 (continued) 
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Craig Genzlinger. PE 
November 3, 2006 
Page 2 

I The Preferred Plan does not allow traffic flowing south on Old Highway 93 to tum left on 
Highway 93 .. This means that th_e majority of golf~rs, employees, deliver~ trucks and 
people attendmg the many functions held at the Missoula CountTy Club will have to go 
straight through the US 93/Miller Creek light, up Miller Creek Road to Briggs Street, tum 
left on -Briggs Street and travel past the Cold Springs School over to Gharrett Street. l 
live on the corner of Gharrett and Willow Wood Court. Jt is a lready difficult to get onto 
Gharrett Street during peak travel time for people going to and from work. This plan will 
add many additional cars to that busy road. How is that safer? 

I Additionally, we were never advised or informed on how the Miller Creek Road Project, 
that was to provide and second access point out of the Mi Iler Creek area, wou ld impact 
us. If the Preferred Plan is selected, it will have a great impact on my neighborhood. 

In conclusion, the now Preferred Plan does not address the goal that was established I when the funds were appropriated for the project. That goal was to find a second access 
point to the Miller Creek area. This Preferred Plan is a band-aid. We have seen band-aid 
approaches to the majority of the traffic problems in Missoula. This project needs to 
address its original goal with Missoula ' s future growth as part of the plan. The longer the 
original goal is put off, the more costly it becomes. In the mean time, you wi ll be 
spending millions of our tax dollars on band-aids that are making our streets more 
hazardous to drive, not safer. 

Very truly yours, 

~A¼' 

Susan K. O'Neil 
2605 Willow Wood Ct 
Missoula, MT 59803 
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f i n a l  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  i m p a c t  s t a t e m e n t
miller creek road

Comment # 182: Robert W. Stage Response to Comment # 182 
 
Responses to this comment letter can be found under Summary 
Response issue letters B, D, E, F, G, H, and L. 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
* 138: Planning level cost estimates were developed for the alternatives 

for the purpose of comparison.  All cost estimates were developed the 
same way and environmental impacts were considered and compared.  
The Preferred Alternative 5A has the least impact to the human and 
natural environment as well as the best traffic performance. 
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November 3, 2006 

Craig Genzlinger, PE 

~ 

NOV t1 11 7006 
Federal Highway Administration 
Montana Division Office M~ 
585 Shepard Way 
Helena; MT 5960 1 

Dear Mr. Genzlinger: 

I am a long time member of the Missoula Country Club. I attended the Public Hearing on 
October t 7'" in Missoula to get information on the Preferred Plan for the Miller Creek 
Road Project. In reading the information provided by the FHA in the DEIS and listening 
to the testimony of others who attended the meeting, l left the meeting knowing I totally 
oppose the Preferred Plan for the Miller Creek Road Project. Here are my reasons. 

L 1. . 2. The original intent and goals of the original plan have not been met. 
The DEIS does not address the impact to Old US 93, primarily to the many 
business and substantially increased traffic flow. -r 

I 
I 

3. The DEIS does not address the hazardous ingress and egress traffic problems 
for the numbers of golfers, employees, de livery trucks, and attendees of the 
many functions that are held at the Missoula Country Club. 

4. The DEIS does not address the property that could be taken that would affect 
the 8th and 9th holes of the Missoula Country Club. 

5. The DEIS does not address the additional risk and liabi lity to the golfers, the 
Missoula Country Club, and the drivers on Old US 93 with no buffer for 
errant shots. 

6. The DEIS does not address emergency response times that would be affected 
by the traffic congestion that would be blocki ng the entrance to the Missoula 
Country Club. As a 31 year veteran of the Missoula Fire Department, I am 
well aware of what Missoula's congested traffic and poor traffic design can do 
to emergency response time. A second entrance to the Miller Creek area as 
originally proposed would provide a second option for emergency vehicles. 

7. The DEIS says its purpose is to provide a safe and improved access between 
US 93 and the Miller Creek area. The Preferred Plan will increase the traffic 
flow on Lower Miller Creek Road. It will increase the traffic on Briggs Street 
where the Cold Springs School is located. It wi ll increase the traffic on 
Gharrett Street. It will increase the traffic on Old US Highway 93. The 
impacts to each ofU1ese streets with increased traffic were not adequately 
studied and can't possibly be viewed as being safer. 

8. I don ' t believe the projected costs for thi s plan are even in the ballpark due to 
the lack of adequate study of the true environmental impacts to this area. 
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f i n a l  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  i m p a c t  s t a t e m e n t
miller creek road

Comment # 182 (continued) 
 

 
 

 

Response to Comment # 182 (continued) 
 
 
 
 

 
* 139: If you are referring to the Preferred Alternative 5A, it is proposed 
as a stand-alone alternative in the DEIS and FEIS, not to be added to 
other alternatives considered. 

 

* 139 

 

 

D 

 

B 

 

I 
I 

Craig Genzlinger, PE 
November 3, 2006 
Page 2 

The literature states that the Preferred Plan would be added to any of the other proposals. 
Thi s sounds like a scare tactic. If the Prefen-ed Plan is not selected, the costs by your 
projections will be from $55.5 million to $58.4 million. The Preferred Plan is a $ 13 
million band-aid to a much bigger problem and it is a poor solution at best. A separate 
access out of the Miller Creek area needs to be found. It was part of the agreement to get 
the approval of new housing developments in that area. Every year that plan is delayed, 
the costlier it will become. The Federal Highway Department needs to look at what it 
was originally charged to accomplish and go forward with finding an alternate point of 
access out of the Miller Creek area. 

Very truly yours, 

:fl:JJ«J~-
Robert W. Stage 
2605 Willow Wood Court 
Missoula, MT 59803 
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Appendix E: Comments and Responses E-268 

f i n a l  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  i m p a c t  s t a t e m e n t
miller creek road

Comment # 188: Rodger P. and Hanya Salkeld  
Response to Comment # 188 
 
Responses to this comment letter can be found under Summary 

Response issue letters B, C, D, E, F, G, H, I, and L. 
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Mr. Craig Genzlinger, PE 
Federal Highway Administration 
585 Sheppard Way 
Helena, MT59601 

Dear Mr. Genzilinger: 

6884 Linda Vista Boulevard 
Missoula, MT 59803 

November 5, 2006 

Miller Creek Road Proposals for Missoula, Montana 

As residents and homeowners of the area impacted by the traffic on Miller Creek Road, we ask 
that you consider a plan that will provide an alternative route out of the Lower and Upper Miller 
Creek areas such as plan 3B or 4C. The Alternative 5A plan is a plan that just meets our 
current needs and fails to address the near, future, and proposed growth of the area and 
emergency needs. The future development of the Maloney Ranch, Upper Miller Creek, and the 
Rodeo areas will at least triple the number of cars in the area. This will increase the current 
congestion at the Miller Creek and Highway 93 intersection. Additionally , an elementary and 
middle school will be impacted by the traffic on Miller Creek if there is no other access or egress 
to the area. We need to plan for the future now. 

Please consider a plan that will provide an alternative route to and from the Miller Creek area, 
such as plan 3B of 4C. There is only one road to and from the Miller Creek area. With the I possibility of fires (and earthquakes), having at least one additional access/ egress could save 
lives if these emergencies occur by allowing an alternate escape route. Both of these plans 
would necessitate building a bridge over the Bitterroot River and, yes, be more expensive. 
However, the additional costs are justified by the need for additional access and regress to the 
area for safety and emergencies and for traffic reduction on Miller Creek Road. The burden of 
additional costs should at least be partially carried by the developers of the area. Both 3B and 
4D would allow easier access to Highway 93 without an additional stop signal and would reduce 
the congestion at the Miller Creek and Highway 93 intersection 

Thank you for your consideration. We ask you to seriously consider these options keeping in 
mind future developments and safety. We can be contacted at the above address or by 
telephone at 251-7088. 
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Appendix E: Comments and Responses E-269 

f i n a l  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  i m p a c t  s t a t e m e n t
miller creek road

Comment # 189: Donald N. Gillespie Response to Comment # 189 
 
Responses to this comment letter can be found under Summary 
Response issue letters B, D, F, and G. 
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DONALD N . GILLESPIE, M.D. 
Allergy, A<ithm a, nn<l ClinicaJ lmmunology 

6 HI W. Spruce 
Spruce Street Pl1 )·sicim1s' Squim; 

Missoulo, Mnnrnnu 59802 
•106/728-6472 

ftEGEIVED 
Dir,lomo1c 

A mcricun Bour.I of Pcdiutrics 
J\mcril:::m UuunJ of A llergy !lnt.l Immunology 

I 

I 

November 5, 2006 

Craig Gerizlienger, PE 

~[l\f (_17 ~006 
MNA 

Mtl?lrANA DMSl!IN 

Federal Highway Administration 
Montana Division Office 
585 Shepard Way 
Helena, MT 5960 I 

Dear FHA-- Montana Division: 

Jam writing to express my opposition to the current DEIS and the preferred alternative 
5A. Originally the proposed scope of the project was for better access for Miller 
Creek/Old Highway 93 South and consideration for a second bridge across the Bitterroot 
River. The improvements in Old Highway 93 really do not fit within the parameters of 
the original plan. Jn addition, since Old Highway 93 is outside the study area for the 
DEIS, the EIS does not address any of the impacts that are required for Old Highway 93 
improvements. Jt will seriously disrupt the traffic flow around the Larchmont Golf 
Course, the Missoula Country Club, and the Commercial Businesses whose back lots face 
Old Highway 93 . In particular it will severely disrupt the 8th and 9th holes of the Missoula 
Country Club. This is one of the oldest and most established Country Clubs in the state having 
the first grass green in the western part of the state. lt has long been considered and an asset to 
the community of Missoula. It is possible that the changes envisioned for Old Highway 93 could 
disrupt the club to such an extent that its membership would drop and it would have to close. 

I strongly oppose the plan improvements on Old Highway 93 and the poorly planned 
environmental impact statement that has not given the public adequate commentary on 
such a project. 

SincTI utJ ... . 
Donald~1 )1+ #/~ 
DNG/mn (I 
cc Missoula Country Club 

I I II 1111111111111111111 



   
C

om
m

en
ts

 
R

es
p
on

se
s 

A
 =

 R
e

fe
re

n
c
e

 n
u

m
b

e
r 

fo
r 

s
u

m
m

a
ry

 r
e

s
p

o
n

s
e

 i
s
s

u
e
  
  

 

A
p
p
en

d
ix

 E
: 

C
om

m
en

ts
 a

n
d
 R

es
p
on

se
s 

E
-2

7
0

 

f
in

a
l 

e
n

v
ir

o
n

m
e

n
t
a

l 
im

p
a

c
t
 
s

t
a

t
e

m
e

n
t

m
il
le

r 
c
re

e
k
 r

o
a
d

C
om

m
en

t 
#

 1
9
0
 K

ev
in

 M
il
tk

o 
 (
R
e
ty
p
e
d
 f
r
o
m
 h
a
n
d
w
r
it
te
n
 l
e
tt
e
r
 f
o
r
 i
m
p
r
o
v
e
d
 l
e
g
ib
il
it
y
)
 

 
1
1
/5
/0
6
 

 R
e
: 
D
E
IS
 M
il
le
r 
C
re
e
k
/O
ld
 H
w
y
 9
3
 S
 

 M
r.
 G
e
n
z
li
n
g
e
r,
 

 I 
a
m
 w
ri
ti
n
g
 t
o
 i
n
fo
rm

 y
o
u
 o
f 
m
y
 o
p
p
o
s
it
io
n
 t
o
 t
h
e
 D
E
IS
 

p
re
fe
rr
e
d
 a
lt
e
rn
a
ti
v
e
 5
A
. 
P
le
a
s
e
 r
e
c
o
n
s
id
e
r 
th
e
 i
n
c
lu
s
io
n
 o
f 
O
ld
 

H
w
y
 9
3
 i
n
 t
h
is
 p
la
n
. 
Y
o
u
r 
D
E
IS
 d
o
e
s
 n
o
t 
s
o
lv
e
 t
h
e
 p
ro
b
le
m
s
 i
t 

w
a
s
 i
n
te
n
d
e
d
 t
o
 s
o
lv
e
 a
n
d
 i
t 
c
re
a
te
s
 m

o
re
 p
ro
b
le
m
s
. 
T
h
a
n
k
 y
o
u
 

fo
r 
y
o
u
r 
c
o
n
s
id
e
ra
ti
o
n
. 

 K
e
v
in
 M
il
tk
o
 

4
4
4
 B
e
n
to
n
 

M
is
s
o
u
la
, 
M
T
 5
9
8
0
1
 

 

R
es

p
on

se
 t

o 
C

om
m

en
t 

#
 1

9
0
 

 R
e
s
p
o
n
s
e
s
 t
o
 t
h
is
 c
o
m
m
e
n
t 
le
tt
e
r 
c
a
n
 b
e
 f
o
u
n
d
 u
n
d
e
r 
S
u
m
m
a
ry
 

R
e
s
p
o
n
s
e
 i
s
s
u
e
 l
e
tt
e
rs
 B
, 
D
, 
F
, 
a
n
d
 G
. 

  

B
 

D
 

F
 

G
 

 

I 

------
: -----

-



 

 

 Comments Responses 

A = Reference number for summary response issue     

Appendix E: Comments and Responses E-271 

f i n a l  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  i m p a c t  s t a t e m e n t
miller creek road

Comment # 191: Jerry and Margaret Gall 

 

Response to Comment # 191 
 
Responses to this comment letter can be found under Summary 
Response issue letters B, D, F, and G. 
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Craig Genzlinger, PE 
Federal Highway Administration 
Montana Division Office 
585 Shepard Way 
Helena Montana 59601 
November 5, 2006 

MGEIVEfll 

NOV \! ?C!J 
l'H'IJit 

r:llffflW[A DMSION 

We are writing this letter expressing our opposition to the current DEIS, the preferred 
alternative 5A, and any other plans changing Old Highway 93. 

I The plans do not meet the objective which was to provide a second access point into and 
out of the Miller Creek Area. 

I The planned improvements to Old Highway 93 would be a "traffic nightmare". This is a 
band-aid solution which wi ll not solve the existing problem. 

There are numerous impacts on The Missoula Country Club golf course and the I properties and businesses along this route making the cost substantial with very little 
benefit. 

This plan fails to meet the purpose and need as it was originally intended. 

Sincerely, 

Jerry L Gall 
bob CPverlooµ_ {,i) t,(, 
f//:s6ou lct , M+ b qgo3 

Margaret R Galj A 
b o b &ver co K.- L1/a ,'/ 
rvt : 56"ul a I M+ s1Jr~ 

cc: 
Senator Burns 
Senator Baucus 
Representative Rehberg 
Mayor Engen 
Missoula County Commissioners 
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 d
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a
v
e
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h
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 f
o
r 
o
p
p
o
s
in
g
 t
h
is
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 f
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h
e
 o
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e
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 f
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c
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3
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. 
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 f
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c
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 f
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c
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 C
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b
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e
v
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r 
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c
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d
e
d
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h
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E
n
v
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n
m
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n
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p
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c
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v
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h
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c
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h
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o
u
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 C
o
u
n
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 C
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q
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n
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n
v
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n
m
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n
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 c
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c
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 C
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 C
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 c
o
m
p
le
te
 r
e
d
e
s
ig
n
 o
f 

th
e
 g
o
lf
 c
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 c
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 c
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 d
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c
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 c
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 d
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b
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c
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c
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h
e
 w
il
d
li
fe
 t
h
a
t 
e
x
is
ts
. 
I 
h
a
v
e
 s
e
e
n
 

m
o
th
e
r 
d
u
c
k
s
 w
it
h
 t
h
e
ir
 d
u
c
k
li
n
g
s
 w
a
lk
in
g
 d
o
w
n
 t
h
e
 f
a
ir
w
a
y
 

o
n
 n
u
m
b
e
r 
e
ig
h
t 
h
o
le
 o
n
 m

o
re
 t
h
a
n
 o
n
e
 o
c
c
a
s
io
n
. 

R
es

p
on

se
 t

o 
C

om
m

en
t 

#
 1

9
3
 (

co
n

ti
n

u
ed

) 
 

B
 

F
 

G
 

 B
 

  F
 

G
 

 F
 

G
 

   F
 

G
 

 

I 

------
: -----

-- -- -



   
C

om
m

en
ts

 
R

es
p
on

se
s 

A
 =

 R
e

fe
re

n
c
e

 n
u

m
b

e
r 

fo
r 

s
u

m
m

a
ry

 r
e

s
p

o
n

s
e

 i
s
s

u
e
  
  

 

A
p
p
en

d
ix

 E
: 

C
om

m
en

ts
 a

n
d
 R

es
p
on

se
s 

E
-2

7
5

 

f
in

a
l 

e
n

v
ir

o
n

m
e

n
t
a

l 
im

p
a

c
t
 
s

t
a

t
e

m
e

n
t

m
il
le

r 
c
re

e
k
 r

o
a
d

C
om

m
en

t 
#

 1
9
3
 (

co
n

ti
n

u
ed

) 
 

6
. 
T
h
e
 M
is
s
o
u
la
 C
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 c
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 s
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 f
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a
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 c
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 b
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c
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c
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 C
o
u
n
tr
y
 C
lu
b
 i
s
 f
o
rt
u
n
a
te
 e
n
o
u
g
h
 t
o
 s
ti
ll
 h
a
v
e
 

th
e
 f
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b
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v
a
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 d
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h
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 c
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m
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b
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s
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p
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 b
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c
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a
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 f
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c
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b
le
 t
o
 m

o
s
t 
o
f 
th
e
 

b
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 b
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 p
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 c
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n
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m
e
n
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l 
b
e
h
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d
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a
l-
M
a
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o
u
ld
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o
w
 

b
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o
m
e
 a
n
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n
s
a
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a
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e
n
 f
o
r 
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e
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a
n
y
 c
h
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d
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n
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h
a
t 
a
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e
n
d
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c
c
e
s
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p
a
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n
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 a
n
d
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d
e
n
ts
 w
o
u
ld
 b
e
c
o
m
e
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p
o
s
s
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le
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d
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n
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v
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 d
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 b
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c
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 p
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b
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g
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n
g
 

a
re
 i
n
 v
io
la
ti
o
n
 o
f 
th
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c
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 c
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n
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 t
h
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a
n
d
 t
h
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 v
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 o
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N
o
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c
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 l
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n
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o
m
p
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c
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 b
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w
h
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h
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o
u
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v
e
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o
 h
o
p
e
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n
in
g
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o
u
r 

o
n
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c
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o
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p
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s
h
m
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n
t 
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il
l 
b
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 t
o
 w
a
s
te
 m

o
re
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 p
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u
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o
 g
o
 b
a
c
k
 t
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h
e
 o
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g
in
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l 
p
u
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o
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e
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n
d
 f
in
d
 a
n
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e
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c
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s
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o
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le
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e
k
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c
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 l
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 m
a
il 

re
g
a
rd

in
g
 t
h

e
 p

o
te

n
ti
a
l c

h
a
n
g
e
s
 t

o
 t
h

e
  
O

ld
 

H
ig

h
w

a
y 

9
3

 S
o
u
th

 a
re

a
 o

u
ts

id
e
 t

h
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 b
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Appendix E: Comments and Responses E-297 

f i n a l  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  i m p a c t  s t a t e m e n t
miller creek road

Comment # 211: Bill Riggert 
 

 

Response to Comment # 211 
 
Responses to this comment letter can be found under Summary 
Response issue letters A, D, F, and O. 
 

 

A 

D 

F 

 
I 

Subj: 
Date: 
To: 

OLDHYW93 
Monday, November 1 3, 2006 7:52:03 PM 
CRAIG.GENZLINGER, ZFHWA.COM.GOV 

DEAR MR. GENZLINGER: 

RECEIVW 

Mi~ •) ,r.o 
~ 

mtwi l!MSfl!N 

MY HISTORY WITH HYW. 93 GOES BACK TO THE TIME THERE WAS A HIGHWAY 
93 ASSOCIATION. SEEING ITS VALUE I CONTRIBUTED TO THE CAUSE 
NUMEROUS TIMES AND YEARS. THE GOAL WAS TO IMPROVE THE93 ROUTE IN 
THE INTEREST OF THE COMMUNITIES AND BUSINESS ON THE ROUTE FROM 
CANADA TO MEXICO. NOT MUCH EVER CAME OF THIS ROUTE GOOD EFFORT. 
TOO BAD. IT COULD HAVE OPENED A TREMENDOUS AMOUNT OF THE VARIOUS 
STATES TO DEVELOPMENT. I DO NOT UNDERSTAND WHY WE NEED TO SPEND 
TIME AND MONEY WHIPPING THIS DOG. 

BEFORE RESERVE STREET BRIDGE WAS BUILT I ATTENDED A PUBLIC MEETING 
AND ASKED THE STATE HIGHWAY DIRECTOR IF THEY WERE GOING TO BUILD A 
FOUR LANE BRIDGE. THE ANS.--NO 
I THEN ASKED HAVE YOU PURCHASED RIGHT OF WAY FOR A FOUR LANE 
BRIDGE. THE ANS.--NO 
FROM WHAT I SEE TODAY LOOKS LIKE THEY SHOULD HAVE LISTENED TO MORE 
LOCAL VOICES. 

SADLY THE RESERVE STREET THRUWAY BECAME JUST THAT, A CITY STREET, 
CLUTTERED WITH TRAFFIC SIGNALS AND ACCESS / EGRESS PROBLEMS. 

MY OPINION -- PLANNING HAS TO BE FRUGAL BUT IT DOES NOT HAVE TO BE 
FUTURE THOUGHTLESS. SOME BRIGHT GUY SHOULD HAVE SAID WE NEED TO 
HAVE FRONTAGE ROADS ALONG THIS ROUTE. THIS TO PREVENT IT FROM BEING 
THE NIGHTMARE THAT RESERVE IS A GOOD PORTION OF THE DAY. WHAT A 
COLOSSAL WASTE OF A TERRIFIC ROUTE. 

I SEE A RIVER CROSSING FROM MILLER CREEK AREA AS MOSTLY FOR LOCAL 
AND CONVIENECE TRAFFIC. IN 50 YEARS AND EVERY HILLSIDE MISSOULA THRU 
MILLER CREEK WILL BE COVERED WITH HOUSING. DESIGN A WAY TO GET 
AROUND THIS PROBLEM WITHOUT CREATING A LOT MORE TRAFFIC SIGNALS TO 
FURTHER SNARL RESERVE TRAFFIC. 

11/13/06 America Online : Wtrdmr Page 1 
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f i n a l  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  i m p a c t  s t a t e m e n t
miller creek road

Comment # 211 (continued) 
 

 
 

Response to Comment # 211 (continued) 
 
 
 
 

 

O 

 

 

 

 

 

O 

 

 

 

F 

 

I 

I 

I 

PEOPLE---ST ATE COUNTY CITY AND FED SHOULD BE HARD AT WORK 
DESIGNING A MISSOULA BY- PASS ON THE WEST SIDE OF THE MISSOULA AREA. 
IT SHOULD START AT THE ENTRANCE TO THE VALLEY AND RUN NORTHWARD 
TO THE AIRPORT INTERCHANGE ON THE EAST EDGE OF THE AIRPORT TO 1-90. 
THINK LIMITED ACCESS WITH ABOUT FIVE INTERCHANGES AND FRONT AGE 
ROADS WHERE NECESSARY. 

MANY PEOPLE COME THRU TOWN WITH NO BUSINESS EXCEPT TO TRAVEL ON 
TO OTHER PLACES VIA 1-90 AND north 93. THIS TRAFFIC WILL INCREASE AS IT 
APPEARS OUR URBAN AREAS WILL EXIST SOLIDLY FROM MISSOULA TO 
HAMIL TON AND BEYOND. EVERY CITY I KNOW OF IS IN THE THROWS OF 
CREATING BELT AND BY- PASS ROUTES. NOW IS ALREADY LATE FOR THIS 
PLANNING. 

NOT EASY BUT YOU FOLKS ARE USED TO THAT. ALL AND ALL I SAY FORGET 
MAKING A MAJOR PROJECT OUT OF OLD 9 31 

SINC. 

BILL RIGGERT 

I I II 1111111111111111111 
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 Comments Responses 

A = Reference number for summary response issue     

Appendix E: Comments and Responses E-305 

f i n a l  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  i m p a c t  s t a t e m e n t
miller creek road

Comment # 218: Dennis Barthel 
 (Retyped from handwritten letter for improved legibility) 
Having reviewed the recent alternatives for the “Miller Creek 
Environmental Impact Statement,” it is clear that the preferred 

Alternative 2B is the best approach, particularly since it does not 
impact the Miller Creek area to the north, and could be constructed 
less expensively and could be accomplished without impacting Hwy 
93. 

 

 

Response to Comment # 218 
 
Responses to this comment letter can be found under Summary 
Response issue letters A, D, F, G, and H. 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
* 149: Alternative 5A has been identified as the Preferred Alternative.  As 
shown in Table 2-4 of the FEIS, the cost estimate for Alternative 5A is 
$13.5 million, and $44.0 million for Alternative 2B. 
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September 22, 2006 - Ni;jl'Jlmil/f ' 6, 2006 

COMMENT SHEET 
ti[iV 1 ·, 20011 

l'IM/. 
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Thank you fo r reviewing U1e Miller Creek Road Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) and for 
providing your comments. The DEIS is also available for review on the project Web site at 
www.mil lereis.com. Please mail your comment to the address on the other side by November 6, 
2006, to be a part of the officia l public record . You can also provide comments through the project 
Web site. 
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Appendix E: Comments and Responses E-324 

f i n a l  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  i m p a c t  s t a t e m e n t
miller creek road

Comment # 235: W. Robert Knapp, Jr. Response to Comment # 235 
 
Responses to this comment letter can be found under Summary 
Response issue letters A, B, F, G, and L. 
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Mr. Craig Genzlinger, P.E. 
Federal Highway Administration 
585 Shepherd Way 
Helena , Montana, 59601 

November 25, 2006 

Dear Mr. Genzlinger, 

W. Robert Knapp, Jr. 
4290 Wild Fox 

Missoula, Montana 59802-8604 

ftfllElVED 

{Jr(. 0 ' ?Cl) 

l'tlW... 
MONTANA 0!VIS10N 

I am writing to express several concerns regarding the Miller Creek access project , in particular 
the selection of a "preferred alternative" to not provide a second access to the Miller Creek area, 
instead widening Miller Creek Road and Old Highway 93 between Highway 93 and Reserve 
Street. 

1 . The very first page of the EIS Executive Summary states: 

"ES.1 Purpose and Need 
"Originally the purpose and need focused on providing a second access to the 
Miller Creek area." 

Several million dollars were provided to you and your team for the purpose of developing "a 
second access to Miller Creek". Is it agency practice to completely change the purpose and need 
of a project once its funding has been received? Did those who recognized the need for a 
second access to the Miller Creek and those who supported and authorized its funding agree to 
this fundamental change in purpose and need? Based on comments heard at the public hearing 
on October 17, 2006, it is my impression they did not. 

2. A February 25, 2003 memorandum from Mr. Dale Paulson, [4910-22) , defines the boundaries 
of the study area: 

"The study area begins near the intersection of Miller Creek Road and US 93 to 
the north and ex1ends southward approximately four miles along US 93. The 
east-west boundaries are approximately .25 miles west of US 93 and 
approximately 2.5 miles east of US 93." 

Because those most effected by the widening of Old Highway 93 were not included in either the 
study area or discussions that took place over three years involving development of a second 
access to the MIiier Creek area, our support for a bridge over the Bitterroot River was not heard. 
Lacking such input, it is understandable you could come to the incorrect condusion that few 
favored of a new bridge over the Bitterroot River. 

3. The Missoula Country Club has approximately½ mile of frontage along Old Highway 93, 
including its only entrance. The impacts of construction and the end result of having a major four 
lane thoroughfare just a hedge away from play were completely ignored by the EIS, but they are 
not insignificant. Missoula Country Club has squeezed 18 holes, driving range, practice facility, 
clubhouse, cart barn, pool and deck area and maintenance facility into just 93 acres, about half 
the norm. We literally have no place to go when our #8 and #9 holes become too narrow for play, 
and you must know, there are no16-hole golf courses. Take away just two holes and you take 
away the entire Missoula Country Club - a very, very expensive impact, yet completely 
overtooked in your EIS. 

I I II 1111111111111111111 
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Appendix E: Comments and Responses E-325 

f i n a l  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  i m p a c t  s t a t e m e n t
miller creek road

Comment # 235 (continued)  

 

Response to Comment # 235 (continued) 
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If play is possible on these two holes, it will pose the extreme risk of an errant golf shot striking a 
passing pedestrian or fast moving motor vehicle just a few paces away. 

4 . Absent from your EIS is any discussion regarding access to our club. We have close to 595 
playing plus 140 social members (almost all couples) , and a 50 member staff, and it is not 
unusual to entertain up to 250 guests for a summer wedding . How can this many vehicles plus 
delivery trucks, some t ractor trailers, safely enter and leave our club through our sole 
entranceway onto Old Highway 93? Most vehicles leaving Missoula Country Club are headed 
north . Under your "preferred alternative•, they will have to either attempt to turn left across two 
lanes of southbound traffic and then try to safely merge into two lanes of northbound traffic or 
they can turn right upon leaving, cross Highway 93, further increasing traffic on the only road into 
the Miller Creek area , and then use residential side streets and pass an elementary school before 
gelling back to Highway 93 northbound. Either alternative increases the risk of serious accident 
to an unacceptable level. 

As a member of Missoula Country Club, I strongly oppose your "preferred alternative• to make 
Old Highway 93 a four-lane highway for the reasons stated above . Further, as a taxpayer, I 
believe you acted improperly when you changed the purpose and need after funding was 
received. Please do what the project was funded to do, develop a plan to provide a second 
access to the Miller Creek area . 

Very truly yours, 

~~l 
W. Robert Knapp, Jr. 
Missoula Country Club Board of Directors, Green Committee Chairman 

I I II 1111111111111111111 
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Appendix E: Comments and Responses E-328 

f i n a l  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  i m p a c t  s t a t e m e n t
miller creek road

Comment # 238: Keith and Marie Swinger Response to Comment # 238 
 
Responses to this comment letter can be found under Summary 
Response issue letters F, H, and O. 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
* 153: Funding for analyses of alternatives and preparation of the EIS 
was made available through a congressional appropriation.  The source of 

funding for project development, right-of-way, and construction has not 
been identified.  See ES.7 of the DEIS and FEIS for further discussion. 
 
 
 

 
 
 

* 154: Please refer to Section 4.5.9 of the DEIS and FEIS regarding land 
acquisition process and regulations. 
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Craig Genzlinger 
Federal Highway Administration 
585 Shephard Way 
Helena, MT 59601 

Dear Mr. Genzlinger, 

Keith and Marie Swinger 
6055 Bitterroot Road 
Missoula, Montana 59804 

November 27, 2006 

~ 
~0- ~J ?001, 

/1,ftJ,,n,..'!f~ 
~ .• .,,1¥4b~DN 

We are amazed and dumbfounded at the amount of public meetings held both 
on the Miller Creek Road as well as Highway 93 between Florence and Missoula to 
discuss the DEIS by the Federal Highway Administration. The various studies and 
proposals have cost millions of dollars in attempting to appease the wealthy whom 
have moved to Montana and expect the infrastructure provided for their benefit -
which has definitely "impacted the environment". 

The road up Miller Creek IS NOT A FEDERAL HIGHWAY, and the available funds 
should not be spent to improve the road in accommodating the influx of people 
building extravagant homes in that area. These owners were aware of the road 
conditions prior to purchasing their property, and if they desire this road to be 
improved they should be assessed the cost, just as people are in the city when the 
road is paved or sidewalks and curbs installed. Likewise, any easement from a 
previous landowner should be secured prior to obtaining the contractor bids so 
each property owner can be assessed the proper amount! 

Such projects do not qualify for securing property for public domain, and 
taking land from a previous owner to provide services for a new one is equivalent 
to taking old low-taxed property so new buildings can be built which would 
eventually be taxed higher. We say eventually, because new home owners do not 
pay property taxes for the year the home was built - which sometimes extends to 
18 months. 

This process has proven unconstitutional in other states, and people can not 
be forced to give up a portion of their property to benefit new owners. If there 
was no provision in the Miller Creek subdivisions to provide a secondary exit, it 
can not be expected of either the state or Federal Highway Commission to 
accommodate these new arrivals. 

Meanwhile, Highway 93 is indeed a Federal Highway that reaches from Old I Mexico to Canada; and we have mentioned several times the need for a by-pass 
through Missoula by means of the Blue Mountain Road from the south. That 
project makes sense because not all people using that highway intend to stop in I Missoula. That farm land is quickly being subdivided, so will cost more to acquire 
the right of way which will be required. That long range plan should be budgeted 
for at this time rather than the projects now under consideration. 
Of course we do not intend to attend any further meetings, but will fight any 
proposal that changes our entrance onto Highway 93 which has existed long before 
the present four-lane highway was constructed! 

very Sincerely, 

;e.,u ef ;p~_:, 
The swingers 

I I II 1111111111111111111 
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Appendix E: Comments and Responses E-330 

f i n a l  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  i m p a c t  s t a t e m e n t
miller creek road

Comment # 240: Willis Cotant 
 

 
 

Response to Comment # 240 
 
Responses to this comment letter can be found under Summary 
Response issue letters A, D, F, G, H, and L. 
 

 
 

A 

F 

G 

 

F 

D 

 

 

H 

L 

 

D 

F 

H 

Craig Genzlinger 
Federal Highway Administration 
585 Shepard Way 
Helena, MT 59601 

Dear Craig, 

November 28, 2006 

,?tcSlto 
,.'[: J,· J 

. . <t'Of] .,,~~ 
b',t 

I / am writing to you about the proposals for the Miller Creek Road DEIS. I think 
the Alternative 4-C South lower Miller Creek Interchange would be the best way to go. It 
is my understanding that the Alternative 5-A would take two holes from the golf course 
and ruin it. 

I I think that if you were to go with Alternative 5-A, in less than 5 years you would 
have to find another route and that would be to put in a bridge in the area of 4-C. With 
4-C you may relieve about a third to a fourth of the trqffic that is using the area of 5-A 
now. 

I With 5-A, Wal-Mart may close the west entrance and may open an entrance on 
Briggs Street and that would put a lot of pressure on the school children coming and 
going to Cold Springs School. 

I 
My main concern is with 5-A Alternative, it will really put a heavy traffic load on 

the Lower Miller Creek area. Thank you. 

Sincerely, 

,v}~~ 
Willis Cotant 
4377 Nicole Court 
Missoula, MT 59803 
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Appendix E: Comments and Responses E-331 

f i n a l  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  i m p a c t  s t a t e m e n t
miller creek road

Comment # 241: Kathy Turner 

 

Response to Comment # 241 
 
Responses to this comment letter can be found under Summary 
Response issue letters B, D, F, and G. 
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I 
I 
I 

November 28, 2006 

Kathy Turner 
5208 LaRee Ct. 
Missoula, MT 59803 

Craig Genzlinger, PE 
Federal Highway Administration 
Montana Division Office 
585 Shepard Way 
Helen;i, MT 59601 

RE: DEIS For Miller Creek 

Dear Craig, 

~tl 

1'fi1,- ~ 
:., 

) 

~~ -~'IJ~ 

b~b,t 

I have been a member of the Missoula Country Club in Missoula, MT for 5 years. 
I have attended the informational meetings in the past month at our Club and Grant Creek 
Inn. I have also received a packet of information on the proposed changes to Highway 
93. 

I do not support the improvements to Old Highway 93. This change was not in 
the original objective or purpose of the original appropriation. If the stretch of highway 
were changed to relieve the traffic and congestion coming out of Miller Creek, it would 
only be a short-term solution. It makes more sense to provide an alternative that will 
solve the many problems that will arise in the future . 

If Old highway 93 is expanded as indicated in the report, the amount of traffic that 
drives by the 8th & 9th fairways will increase drastically. I can only see this causing 
problems with safety, ease of making a turn out of the parking lot, noise, not to mention 
the physical impact that it will have on the golf course. 

I believe that the solution to the congestion in the Miller Creek area is to build a 
bridge farther out of93 near Blue Mountain Road This will relieve congestion in town. 

Thank you for taking the time to listen to public comment I realiz.e that much 
time and effort has been spent trying to figure out a work able solution. Good luck in that 
decision. 

Sincerely, 

~ clv~, 
Kathy Turner 
5208 LaRee Ct 
Missoula, MT 59803 

I I II 1111111111111111111 
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Appendix E: Comments and Responses E-332 

f i n a l  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  i m p a c t  s t a t e m e n t
miller creek road

Comment # 242: Marguerite Lehman 
 

 

Response to Comment # 242 
 
Responses to this comment letter can be found under Summary 
Response issue letters A, D, E, F, and H. 
 

 

A 

D 

E 

F 

H 

17650 Hwy 10 East 
Clinton,Mi . 59825 

MILLER CREEK 

IIECENED 

fv[/II ., \ 2P,Q, 

l'NW,; 
M~ D-N 

We have A DAUGHTER AND HER FAMILY LIVE UP MILLER CREEK. 
They need another exit out of the area in case of a emergency 
occurs . A road and a Bridge across to 93 would be worth it . 
A new light too s l ow traffic. 
How about Hayes creek and would help the people up in that 
area too. 

I don't know about Blue Mt . road that has a light there 
now. 

Please think about as more people move into the area. 

~ . ~=--
~ 'nJMJ~ 

I I II 1111111111111111111 
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Appendix E: Comments and Responses E-333 

f i n a l  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  i m p a c t  s t a t e m e n t
miller creek road

Comment # 243: Marguerite Lehman 
 

 

Response to Comment # 243 
 
Responses to this comment letter can be found under Summary 
Response issue letters A and J. 
 

 
 
 

J 

 

A 

 

I 
HAYES CREEK & HWY 93 

•iws,rcu 

!'iuli :! ~; ?C06 
t'HWA 

11011m1ADM1181 

Hayes Creek Rd. & Hwy 93 is A hazard with a accident waiting 
to happen try ing to cross on to 93. 

I We. have fam ily living in the area. Grand kids dr~v7 out there 
friends too. School Bus too. I am sure other families have 
people coming in too, It could be some one coming down Hwy.93. 
that could get hurt. They don't all drive 65. 

LETS PUT UP A LIGHT AND SAVE A LIFE OR SERIOUS INJURY. LIFE 
IS- PRECIOUS. 

·m~~ ~ 
~~ 

I I II 1111111111111111111 
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Appendix E: Comments and Responses E-336 

f i n a l  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  i m p a c t  s t a t e m e n t
miller creek road

Comment # 245: David Hickman 

 

Response to Comment # 245 
 
Responses to this comment letter can be found under Summary 
Response issue letters B, F, H, and L. 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
* 155: Thank you for submitting your idea for the Miller Creek/US 93 

intersection. Upon review of your proposal, it was found that the design 
included with Alternative 5A would more effectively handle forecasted 

traffic at that intersection. The use of the approach lanes is the biggest 
difference between your submitted intersection design concept and 
Alternative 5A. Alternative 5A utilizes every approach lane to its fullest 
potential while serving the critical movements during both the AM and PM 
peak periods. 
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3003 Eldora Lane 
Missoula, MT 59803 

11/30/06 

Craig Genzlinger, P. E. 
Federal Highway Administration 
585 Shepard Way 
Helena, Mt. 59601 
Re: Miller Creek Road Project 

Dear Mr. Genzlinger: 

RECENE9 

LJf r i, 1 nm~ 
l'HWi 

'M~NtlMSleN 

The current plans for the Miller Creek access seems to have lost 
it's way and is not focusing totally on Miller Creek access as was 
budgeted for. I, also, have found that it appears no environmental 
impact statement was ever pursued which included the revamping 
of old Highway 93 as proposed in the preferred alternate SA. The 
reconstruction of 93 appears to have nothing to do with the 
intended objective ofrelieving traffic on Miller Creek. A major 
revamping of the Miller Creek Y to 93 and the subsequent light 
changes would more than adequately serve the intended objective 
until a more realistic route nm1h and south for 93 can be found. 
Also, a more extensive change for the light at Miller Creek and 93 
should be reviewed. I have attached an idea for your review. As 
well, the routing of traffic east on Briggs is a very problematic idea 
where the school is involved. In summary, 1 would recommend a 
full scale EIS be done which includes the old 93 highway. Thank 
you for your consideration. 

JZkm~ 
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 Comments Responses 

A = Reference number for summary response issue     

Appendix E: Comments and Responses E-338 

f i n a l  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  i m p a c t  s t a t e m e n t
miller creek road

Comment # 246: John & Shannon Jacobs Response to Comment # 246 
 
 
 
 

 
* 156: Your comments have been noted. 

 

 

 

* 156 

Mr. Craig Genzlinger, P.E. 
Federal Highway Administration 
Project Leader, Miller Creek Road EIS 

December 3, 2006 

RECEIVEO 

DE.C o !') 2006 
l'N~ 

~-tt1 
As residents of the Target Range Community, we would like to take this opportunity to voice our concern 
for the Miller Creek Community and agree that there should be a plan to alleviate the traffic congestion that 
exists in that area by supporting the Preferred Alternative - 5A. We support this alternative for several 
reasons: 
• It is the most effective alternative for improving any future traffic volumes 
• The negative impacts are lessened by Alternative - SA with respect to 

I. Conversion of residential and commercial land use to transportation 
2. -Farmland or agricultural uses 
3. Fewest overall right-of-way and access requirements 
4. No impacts on the Bitterroot River 
5. No dredge/fill materials in " Water of the United States" 
6. No effects on riparian or grassland wildlife habitat 
7. Least fill within the floodplain 
8. No impacts on bull trout 
9. Shortest construction period and least effect on US 93 traffic operations 

• At several million dollars less than the next cheapest, Alternative 38, $13 million vs. $42.5 million, it 
is clearly the most cost effective. 

• The Preferred Alternative - 5A also lessens the negative impacts to other communities adjoining the 
Miller Creek Community. 
I . Alternative 3B would add a whole new dimension to Target Range School by increasing traffic 

around the school which imposes more danger to children and adding more expenses for traffic 
personnel to assist chi.ldren. 

2. Alternative 38 will also impose increased traffic accidents in an already established residential 
community. As it is, on Sunday November 26, 2006, we had a vehicle roll over into the front yard 
ofa home located at South Ave and Woodlawn. 

We understand that there are so many pros and cons to consider each Alternative, however, we felt it 
important to our community to voice our preference and support for Alternative - 5A as the Preferred 
Alternative to assist the community of Mmer Creek. Thank you so very much for taking the time to review 
our support. We would also like to take this opportunity to thank you for efforts in meeting with the 
community and posting the information on the Internet to keep the public informed. 

Sincerely, 

John & Shannon Jacobs 

\_ ) e(),G-.s 
'----=V/~~--
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A = Reference number for summary response issue     

Appendix E: Comments and Responses E-351 

f i n a l  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  i m p a c t  s t a t e m e n t
miller creek road

Comment # 257: Fred J. Stewart  
Response to Comment # 257 
 
Responses to this comment letter can be found under Summary 

Response issue letters C, F, and G. 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
* 159: Your comments have been noted. 

F 

G 

 

 
* 159 

F 

G 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

F 

G 

 

 

C 

I 

I 

I 
I 

Mr. Craig Genzlinger, P.E. 
Federal Highway Administration 
Project Leader, Miller Creek Road EIS 
585 Shepard Way 
Helena, MT 59601 

RECEIVW 

OE[. (' 7 2COR 
ftlWA 

~DMS!f!N 

December 6, 2006 

As a result of all the comments made at the most recent meeting in Missoula for this 
project, I want to make sure that you identify mitigation measures to resolve concerns 
expressed by members and staff of the two golf courses on old US 93. I think it would 
have been helpful if you would have anticipated their concerns and could have had at 
least a partial reply ready for them. 

I am strongly in favor of Preferred Alternative - 5A as presented in the DEIS, plus 
mitigation for the golf course concerns mentioned above. Alternative 5A is clearly the 
most effective of all alternatives at improving expected future traffic volumes in terms of 
operations and volumes of traffic at US 93/Miller Creek Road intersection, and this is 
where the critical need for improvement exists. 

Your DEIS shows that 5A is also the LEAST NEGATIVE of all alternatives in terms of: 
I) conversion of residential and commercial land use to transportation use 
2) farmland or agricultural uses 
3) fewest overall right-of-way and access requirements 
4) no impacts on the Bitterroot River! 
5) no dredge/fill materials in "Waters of the United States" 
6) no effects on riparian or grassland wildlife habitat 
7) least fill within the floodplain 
8) no impacts on bull trout 
9) shortest construction period and least effect on US 93 traffic operations 

Because Alternative 5A is so much better than any of the alternatives, 1 feel that it is very 
important to design and clearly show how the golf course impacts can be minimized so 
SA can move forward and actually have a plan to deal with the traffic congestion from 
cars trying to get out of Miller Creek. 

Preliminary cost assumptions show this alternative, at $13.0 million, is less than one third 
the cost of the next cheapest alternative, 3B, at $42.5 million. If local government had 
the money to deal with the problem or build a bridge, they would have just done it and 
you wouldn ' t be involved in this study. As it is, the money doesn ' t exist and the EIS is 
needed if there is to be any chance of getting federal funding. Unfortunately FHA is now 
stuck in the middle between citizens who are tired of sitting in traffic, and the developers 
and local government officials who are responsible for the problem to begin with. Just 
like some residents of Miller Creek who want to export the impacts of solving the traffic 

I I II 1111111111111111111 
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Appendix E: Comments and Responses E-352 

f i n a l  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  i m p a c t  s t a t e m e n t
miller creek road

Comment # 257 (continued) Response to Comment # 257 (continued) 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

* 160: The forecasted 4% increase in ADT under Alternative 3B 

compared to the No-Action is reasonable (see section 3.4.1.1 and Table 3-
8). A travel time comparison study conducted during a congested weekday 
AM period in 2004 revealed that a route using Blue Mountain Road and 
South Avenue that also accounted for reduced travel time associated with 
a new South Avenue bridge for travel between the intersections of US 

93/Blue Mountain Road and Reserve Street/South Avenue is substantially 
longer and requires slower travel speeds compared to the primary route on 
US 93. 
 
* 161: The forecasts for all alternatives evaluated were based on a future 
(year 2020) transportation system that consists of programmed projects 
and other reasonably foreseeable actions. The baseline transportation 
network used for the evaluation of all alternatives included projects 
identified in the adopted Missoula Urban Transportation Plan such as the 
planned South Avenue Bridge. While no current funding may be available 
to complete that project, the year 2020 forecasts incorporated this project 
based on availability of funding and advancement of the project to 

construction by the year 2020. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
* 160 

 

 

 

 

* 161 

impacts to other areas and residents of Missoula, developers and local government 
officials want to export the problem to FHA. Don' t let them get away with either form of 
export. Stick to your Preferred Alternative! It is the only build alternative that addresses 
improving traffic flows for Miller Creek residents without exporting negative impacts to 
other communities adjoining Miller Creek 

In summary, Alternative 5A clearly is best at meeting the purpose and need identified for 
this project and 1 strongly support this alternative as the Preferred Alternative. I look 
forward to the FEIS, additional mitigation where needed for 5A, and construction to 
improve the traffic situation which is getting worse with every new house completed in 
Miller Creek. 

s;acerely, ~ 

~:::::S J 
4675 South Ave. West 
Missoula, MT 59804 

Disagreement with Assumptions in your Analysis 

I. The level of ADT Volume/Percent Change from No-Action Alternative shown in 
Table 4-5 for the "Proposed" South Ave. Bridge is not credible for Alternative 3B. A 
South Ave. bridge WOULD cut down commuting time and drivers coming out of Miller 
Creek would be more likely to stay on Blue Mountain road to get into town rather than 
join in the traffic jam on US 93 . The percentage change assumed is too low and negative 
impacts also too low. 

2. The assumption made in the traffic demand analysis that projects identified in the 
2004 Missoula Urban Tramportation Plan Update as recommended plan projects would 
be in place is not reasonable for either the South Avenue bridge or a Miller Creek Road 
bridge across the Bitterroot. (Page 4-154) There is no money reasonably available in the 
Missoula County budget for such high cost items. Including such items in your 
transportation analysis will lead to misleading results and make Alternative 3B appear 
more viable than it really is! These assumptions need to be changed for a more accurate 
evaluation and comparison of Alternative 38. 
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Appendix E: Comments and Responses E-362 

f i n a l  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  i m p a c t  s t a t e m e n t
miller creek road

Comment # 263: Marilyn Gogas 
 

 
 

Response to Comment # 263 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

* 165: Your comments have been noted. 
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Appendix E: Comments and Responses E-363 

f i n a l  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  i m p a c t  s t a t e m e n t
miller creek road

Comment # 264: Martin King  
Response to Comment # 264 
 
Responses to this comment letter can be found under Summary 

Response issue letters A, B, D, E, F, G, H, and I. 
 

* 166: The appropriation of federal funds for transportation improvements 

requires that the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) process be followed. 
NEPA requires that a range of reasonable alternatives be developed and evaluated, 

and reasonable alternatives cannot be constrained based on the language of the 
request for a Congressional appropriation.  Three bridge alternatives were fully 
evaluated in the EIS. (Also refer to Response Issue B of Summary Memo, under 
“Purpose of Congressional Earmark.”)   
 
While it can be helpful to consider a funding application as background information 
on the request that led to a Congressional appropriation, it should be noted that the 
funding application is not itself law.  The appropriation passed by Congress is for 
“Miller Creek Road preliminary design and EIA, Montana.” 
 
The congressional appropriation does not specify that the funds may be used only 
on a project that includes a bridge into the Miller Creek area.  However, even if it 
did, guidance from the Council on Environmental Quality specifically provides that 
“[a]lternatives that are outside the scope of what Congress has approved or funded 
must still be evaluated in the EIS if they are reasonable.”  (See Question 2b of the 
“Forty Most Asked Questions.”) 
 

* 167: NEPA regulations and guidance require that the EIS examine all 

reasonable alternatives to the proposal (see 40 CFR Part 1500 and Council on 
Environmental Quality Guidance “Forty Most Asked Questions Concerning CEQ’s 
National Environmental Policy Act,” particularly Questions 1 and 2).  Reasonable 
alternatives are those that are practical and feasible from the technical and 
economic standpoint, rather than simply desirable from the standpoint of the 
applicant.  Courts have cautioned federal agencies not to put forward a purpose and 
need statement that is so narrow it defines competing reasonable alternatives out of 
consideration. Therefore, after scoping and initial alternative development and 
based on public and agency input, the original purpose and need statement was 
revisited and it was determined it contained text that narrowly limited the range of 
alternatives to construction of a bridge. Based on that, the purpose and need 
statement was modified in June 2004 by eliminating language that contained a 
predetermined solution. This resulted in a broader range of alternatives being 
identified and fully assessed that met the project purpose and need. 
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WORDEN THANE 
ATTOR NE YS AT LAW 

111 N. HIGGINS. SUITE 600 
P.O. BOX 4747 
MISSOULA. MONTANA 59806-lH7 
TELE PHONEH06J 721-3400 
FAX {406J 72'1 -6985 
www."'1hlaw.net 
1'o'lhl1tw@wthl11w.net 

DONOVAN WORDEN. SR, 189?-1967 
DONOVAN WORDEN. JR.. 1913-2001 

t-lOLL Y R_ SHEl'HE)lD. OF COUI\SEL 

December 6, 2006 

flEGEIVED 

fJ E r. o 7 2006 
fflWil 

MnNWlil llMSl!M 

Via Facsimile, Email 111ul First Class Mail Postage Prepaid 

Craig Genzlinger, P.E. 
Federal Highway Administration 
585 Shepard Way 
Helena, MT 59601 
crai!!.genzlinger@thwa.dot.!!ov 
mistv.mccoy@c/b.com 

Re: Miller Creek Bridge Project 
Comment on behalf of the Missoula Country Club 
Project No. : DTFH70-00-D-00016 
Our Client: Missoula County Club 
Our File: No.: 11655-001 

Dear Mr. Genzlinger and Ladies and Gentlemen: 

P. C. 
JEREMY G THANE 

RONALD A BENDER 
PATRICK G. FRAN"­

MARTINS. t-:: ING 
PATRICK DOUGHERTY 

W. CARL fl.lENDENI-IALL 
GAIL M. HAVILAND 

SHANE A VANNATTA 
PETERS. DAYTON 
SEAN M. t-.·IORRIS 
REID J. PERKINS 

WILLIAM E. McCARTHY 
M A TT HEW J. CUFFE 

JAJ,.E E. COWLEY 
MICHAEL M. LAWLOR 

COLLEEN ,\ I DOWDALL 

This office serves as counsel to the Missoula County Club ("MCC" or "Club") relative to the 
proposed Miller Creek Bridge Project ("project") referenced above. In that capacity we have 
been asked to communicate our client's objection to the project and to the proposed Draft 
Environmental Statement (DEIS) in their present fonn . As explained below, the DEIS should be 
rejected because the preferred alternative and the proposed use of Old 93 are entirely outside the 
scope of the project as it was originally appropriated; the DEIS and the preferred alternative fails 
to satisfy, or even address, the original project purpose and benefits; inclusion of Old Highway 
93 as part of the project is outside of the physical boundary and study area of the project and 
consequently the Club and other businesses have not received adequate notice and the 
opportunity for public involvement in assessment of the environmental impact; the project and 
the DEIS confl ict with local land use plans; the DEIS fails to identify the numerous and 
substantial impacts to the Club and other businesses and property including potential destruction 
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Appendix E: Comments and Responses E-364 

f i n a l  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  i m p a c t  s t a t e m e n t
miller creek road

Comment # 264 (continued)  
Response to Comment # 264 (continued) 
 

* 168: In 2004 and 2005 updated local and regional traffic volumes were 

obtained and traffic modeling was performed indicating that traffic flow along all 
study area roadways would be improved, thereby improving access for the Miller 
Creek area, by including Old US 93 with all the build alternatives. According to 
public meeting sign-in sheets, the Missoula Country Club General Manager, Neil 
Michelson, attended the March 2006 public meeting. At this meeting there was no 
apparent controversy related to the Old US 93 proposed improvements. Comments 
were received from Neil Michelson at the March 23, 2006 meeting regarding 
possible impacts to the golf course hedge.  

Publication of the DEIS and public review period is the formal milestone in the NEPA 
process where project findings are provided to the public for review and to provide 
comment on the project proposal. Presentation of the DEIS to the public is designed 
to provide the public notice and opportunity to comment in detail on the project.  
Your letter demonstrates that you have availed yourself of this opportunity, as did 
many other members of the public. 

* 169: Three of the five alternatives evaluated in the EIS include a bridge across 
the Bitterroot River to access US 93. The Preferred Alternative does not conflict with 
local land use plans that show a new bridge across the Bitterroot River. Although 
Alternative 5A does not include a bridge, it does not preclude construction of a 
bridge in the future (see also Response Issue B under “Local Land Use Plan 
Conformity.” 

* 170: As discussed in Response Issue G, holes eight and nine and the eighth and 
ninth hole tee boxes or fairways would not be impacted with Old US 93 
improvements. The greens, holes, tee boxes, or fairways were never proposed to be 
impacted, nor would they be impacted with Alternative 5A. From the existing 
driveway entrance along the southwest property line toward US 93, approximately 
30 feet of right-of-way would be acquired from the Country Club to accommodate 
the additional turning lanes at the Old US 93 and US 93 intersection. The area 
impacted is the landscaped area adjacent to the parking lot and entrance road. No 
impacts would occur to the parking lot. The only impact that would occur to the 
Country Club along the southern property line east of the entrance road in the area 
of holes 8 and 9 fairway and rough is to portions of the vegetative hedge or gravel 
maintenance area. In order to accommodate the wider Old US 93 typical section, an 
area of right-of-way approximately 250 feet long by five feet wide would be 
acquired as permanent right-of-way. No impacts to the 8th and 9th holes, fairways, 
or trees along the fairways would occur.   See additional explanation under 
Response Issue F, which includes a graphic depicting impacts to the Missoula 
Country Club associated with the modified Old US 93 design. This information has 
been clarified in the FEIS. 

**See Mr. King’s email at end of his comment clarifying that he meant to refer to 

the 9th fairway, and not the 18th fairway. 

* 171 

* 172 

* 173 

* 174 
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Craig Genzlinger 
December 6, 2006 
Page 2 

of the Club as an ongoing business, nor does it address mitigation of those impacts; the DEIS 
fails to provide reasonable alternatives for the impact to Old Highway 93 in violation of the 
National Environmental Policy Act ("NEPA"); scoping for this project violates NEPA; the 
project does not satisfy the revised purpose and need; and the public reaction to the DEIS and the 
preferred a!ternative has been overwhelmingly negative. 

BACKGROUND AND HISTORY OF MCC 

MCC owns and operates one of the oldest golf courses in Montana. Formed in 1917, the Club 
has been an integral part of Missoula society for almost 90 years. Comprised of over 500 
members, the Club hosts numerous championship golf events each year including the Montana 
Pro-Am, the Montana State High School Championships and other tournaments. It has a long 
history of supporting Montana youth not only by sponsoring numerous golf teams and 
tournaments but also by providing swimming and other recreational activities for literally 
thousands of Montana children, many who are not members of the Club. 

The MCC course is home to numerous species of trees, many several hundred years old and 
many which will most likely be destroyed if this project comes to fruition as presently 
contemplated. MCC is also home to various wild-life including a family of foxes. The course 
combined with the adjoining Fort Missoula property represents significant wildlife habitat. 
There is also a sweat lodge located at MCC which the Club makes available for use by Montana 
Native Americans. 

Although MCC is a beautiful course with a long and storied history, it is also the smallest 
eighteen hole course in the state of Montana. This project as presently proposed will 
substantially reduce and we believe effectively eliminate the Club's gth hole tee box and severely 
reduce the width of the I 8'h fairway. The DEIS is very unclear on the how the proposed 
improvements to Old Highway 93 will impact the course, however virtually any reduction in the 
size of the course will make it impossible to continue operating as an 18 hole golf course. 

THE DEIS EXCEEDS THE SCOPE OF THE CONGRESSIONAL APPROPRIATION 

As you know, in 2002 Congress appropriated 5 million dollars for the project under the Public 
Lands Highway Discretionary Program ("PLH"). Congress appropriated the funds with the 
intention to evaluate, identify, design and construct a second access point into the Miller Creek 
area via a new bridge that would span the Bitterroot River. The funding for this project was 
based on an application, a copy of which is attached hereto as Appendix I, that defined the 
"Proposed work" as "transportation improvements to the Miller Creek area [that) will include a 
new bridge to be constructed across the Bitterroot River to access highway 93 .... A new road 
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Appendix E: Comments and Responses E-365 

f i n a l  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  i m p a c t  s t a t e m e n t
miller creek road

Comment # 264 (continued)  
Response to Comment # 264 (continued) 
 
 
 

* 171: Due to the constrained nature of the Miller Creek area, there are a limited 

number of options available to improve traffic operations in the area.  No other 
reasonable alternatives to the Old US 93 improvements were identified. An 
alternative evaluated to avoid improvements to Old US 93 was to widen US 93, 
which was found to fail operationally because widening US 93 would not 
accommodate an acceptable level of traffic volume.  Refer to Response Issue B, 
under “Reasonable Alternatives for Old US 93.” This information was added to 
Section 2.5.3 of the EIS. 
 

* 172: Scoping requirements under NEPA defined in 40 CFR 1501.7 have been 

fully adhered to during this process. The public and agency scoping conducted for 
this project is also in compliance with 23 CFR 771.111, as detailed in Section 5.3 of 
the EIS.  Please refer to Response Issue B for more information. 
 

* 173: The Preferred Alternative (Alternative 5A) meets the project purpose and 

need of providing safe and improved access between US 93 and the Miller Creek 
area as stated in the DEIS (please refer to Response Issue B, under “The Preferred 
Alternatve Related to the Purpose and Need” for more information. 
 

* 174: Numerous public and agency comments were received that supported 

Alternative 5A as the Preferred Alternative (see Response Issue A). 
 

* 175: The Miller Creek Road EIS process began in early 2003. Inclusion of Old 
US 93 with Alternative 5A occurred in mid-2004 and was presented at the June 
2004 public meeting. During the remainder of 2004 and 2005 updated traffic 
volumes were obtained and traffic modeling was performed indicating that traffic 
flow along all study area roadways would be improved by including Old US 93 with 
all the build alternatives. Inclusion of Old US 93 with all the build alternatives was 
presented in March 2006 and in the DEIS published in September 2006. The Miller 
Creek Road EIS process is anticipated to be completed in early 2008.  Impacts for 
all the build alternatives, as well as the No-Action Alternative, were fully assessed in 
the DEIS. 
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Craig Genzlinger 
December 6, 2006 
Page 3 

wi ll also be constructed to the bridge from lower Miller Creek Road ." 

I The "Project purpose and benefits" as set forth in the PLH, provides that: 

"the need is for two accesses out of the Miller Creek area. The New bridge will 
make it possible. This will impro,•e the health and safety of the public. In an 
emergency the two ways out will add to the safety and welfare of the public." 

(See, Appendix l attached.) 

The Notice of Intent published in the Federal Register on or about March 3, 2003 , likewise I reflects that the project contemplated a new bridge for the purpose of a second access to Miller­
Creek. (Appendix 2.) Indeed, the Notice provides in relevant part, "A second entrance into the 
Miller Creek area is needed for safety and to relieve congestion." Also significant is that the 
study area as defined in the Notice does not encompass Old Highway 93 , or very little of it, and 

I 
I 

certainly does not contemplate the substantial changes to Old Highway 93 as proposed in the 
latest version of the DEIS. 

By law, the project and therefore the DEIS must conform to the purpose and intent of the 
appropriation. See, Environmental Defense Fund v. EPA , 167 F.3d 641 (D.C. Cir. 1999). 
Moreover, the DEIS must address the terms of the proposal , which in this case started entirely as 
a second access into the Miller Creek residential area. See, 40 CFR § 1508.23 1• The preferred 
alternative as set forth in the DEIS, including the widening of Miller Creek Road, the expansion 
of Old Highway 93 and the resulting condemnation and destruction ofa portion of MCC and 
other properties, along with various redesigned traffic control mechanisms on Missoula surface 
streets, does not conform to the original appropriation or the purpose as stated in the PLH or the 
Notice of Intent. For that reason alone, the DEIS in its present form should be denied approva l 
and whatever remaining funds are unused should be retained to develop a project that truly meets 
the goal of the appropriation, which is to provide a second access to the Miller Creek residential 
area. 

OLD HIGHWAY 93 AND THE CLUB ARE OUTSIDE THE BOUNDARIES OF THE 
PROJECT AND PROJECT STUDY AREA 

From the beginning of this project and continuing throughout almost the entire ElS process, the 
Club, Old Highway 93 and other significant properties, roads and intersections (including north 

1 Legal authority is not limited to citations. 
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Appendix E: Comments and Responses E-366 

f i n a l  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  i m p a c t  s t a t e m e n t
miller creek road

Comment # 264 (continued)  
Response to Comment # 264 (continued) 
 
 

 
* 176: The US 93/Miller Creek Road/Old US 93 intersection has been in the study 
area from project inception. As traffic operations analysis proceeded, it became 
clear that Old US 93 was a key to the traffic solution. Refer to Response Issue B for 
more information. 
 

* 177: The Notice of Intent alerted the public and agencies about the project and 
that an EIS was being initiated, and included an initial purpose of the project. It is 
not unusual for a project’s purpose to be refined and modified as a result of the 
NEPA process, when the project is studied in greater detail and public input is 
gathered. Such changes that occur during a project do not require a NOI to be 
reissued and published in the Federal Register. Refer to Response Issue B for more 
information. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

* 178: Throughout the course of this project, a high level of public involvement 

was conducted in accordance with 40 CFR 1506.6 in the form of newsletters, 
postcards, newspaper advertisements, press releases, project website, project 
hotline, posters public meetings, and publication of the DEIS. 
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Page 4 

of Miller Creek and 93, the intersections of Old Highway 93 and Reserve and Reserve and 
Brooks), have not been included within the project boundary. The Notice of Intent provides that 
the "study area begi11s near the intersection of Miller Creek and US 93 to the north and extends 
southward approximately 4 miles along US 93. The east-west boundaries are approximately .25 
miles west of US 93 and approximately 2.5 miles east of US 93." The Notice makes no mention 
of Old Highway 93 , Reserve Street, Post-Siding Road, Brooks street or any other streets that will 
be affected by the project regardless of the alternative approved. The Notice of Intent has never 
been an1ended. 

It was not until 2006, some three years into the EIS process, that the Federal Highway 

I Administration apparently unilaterally amended the boundaries and scope of the project study 
area to include substantial changes to Old Highway 93 among other streets and to change the 
project to one from a second access to Miller Creek to modifications to various surface streets. 
Like many other landowners the Club had no reasonable notice or expectation that its property 
and business would be impacted by this project. Consequently, input was not sought from the 
Club regarding any expansion of Old Highway 93 until well into 2006, nearly three years into the 
EIS process. 

I Notice and public involvement must be provided to affected parties in compliance with federal 
regulations. 40 CFR § 1506.6. The form and content of the notice must be in "sufficient detail to 
foster informed decision making ... " Friends of Yosemite Valfey v. Norton, 348 F.3d 789, 800 
(9th Cir.2003). For almost 3 years the scoping, notice and public involvement of this matter 
contemplated and portrayed a project that envisioned a second access into Miller Creek and 
which by its very definition excluded The Club, Old Highway 93, Reserve, Brooks and other 
properties and roads. The last minute inclusion of the Club and other properties within the DEIS 
is outside the scope of the appropriation, the project and the study area. Because this project was 
presented as not including, but expressly excluding my clients property and numerous other 
properties and roads, my clients and many others have not been afforded reasonable notice and 
opportunity to become publically involved in this project. Considering the scope creep of this 
project and the last minute unilateral change in the project and the study area, the project, and the 
DEIS as submitted, should not be approved. 

THE DEIS CONFLICTS WITH OTHER LAND USE PLANS 

1 1n 1997 the city and county of Missoula adopted the Miller Creek Comprehensive Plan 
Amendment, in contemplation of the review of several proposals for development in the valley. 
The plan addressed the need for additional accesses for the Miller Creek area throughout the 
planning process. The neighborhood input into the plan called for maintaining the residential 
nature of the roads within the planning area. The plan articulated the need for additional access 
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Appendix E: Comments and Responses E-367 

f i n a l  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  i m p a c t  s t a t e m e n t
miller creek road

Comment # 264 (continued)  
Response to Comment # 264 (continued) 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
* 179: During the initial development plans for two major subdivisions in the 

Miller Creek area, the County's comprehensive plan identified the need for a 
secondary access into the Miller Creek area.  A bridge was proposed at the Blue 
Mountain Road vicinity.  The County began "saving" for the match money necessary 
to construct a bridge by assessing each new lot $1800 to be paid into this fund. It 

was never intended that it pay in whole for a new bridge. The federal earmark 
process was the primary funding vehicle hoped to pay for a second access or new 
bridge. The County had plans to three lane Miller Creek Road. When the Miller Creek 
Road EIS process began to identify a non-bridge alternative, the County staff 
decided to use the escrowed money for the County's local Miller Creek Road 
improvements. 

 
 
 
* 180: As discussed under Response Issue B, local land use plans were 
considered during development of the alternatives. Consistent with the 1997 Miller 
Creek Area Comprehensive Plan identified need, Alternative 5A would improve 
access to and from the Miller Creek area, as discussed in Section 1.3.2 of the EIS. 
During the NEPA process, revised traffic volumes altered the alternatives into 
combinations, which included improvements to Old US 93 and adjacent signals to 
improve traffic flow. Based on current and forecasted traffic volumes for the study 
area, the bridge alternatives were found to not meet the purpose and intent as well 
as Alternative 5A. This finding was unexpected, and it then became clear to the 
project team, SEE Team, and ID Team (which included the US EPA, US Fish and 
Wildlife Service, and US Army Corps of Engineers) that the transportation needs 
could be met with fewer impacts by selecting Alternative 5A as the Preferred 
Alternative. In addition, NEPA and permitting regulations require that the least 
environmentally damaging practicable alternative be selected. Alternative 5A has 
fewer environmental impacts than the three bridge alternatives. 
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into the Miller Creek area to move traffic more efficientl y and to provide emergency access in the 
event o f a di saster. Other a lternatives are inadequate. A cut off fro m Upper Miller Creek Road 
to Gharren Street is narrow and windy and not appropriate fo r commuter traffi c. An unimproved 
Forest Service Road over Holloman Sadd le has been the si te of wild land fires in the recent fi re 
seasons. It provides access fro m the Plan Area to Clinton, Montana, off of l-90, over a long and 
poo rly maintained dirt road. The issue of a second access was so significant that the Board of 
County Commiss ioners instituted a "transportation mitigation fu nd" requirin g contribution by all 
developments in the Miller Creek Area as condition of approval of subdi visions. Its purpose was 
to fund a bridge and other improvements that would improve access into and out of Miller Creek. 
During the planning process, neighbors were asked to draw six "Citizen Concepts" maps to guide 
future development. Every map but one depicted a bridge across the Binerroot Ri ver, primarily 
in the Blue Mounta in area. Developments were later approved in compl iance with this planning, 
relying in part on the funding of thi s DEIS to provide fo r a bridge across the Bitterroot River. 

The Transportation sub-chapter notes that nearly all of the traffic accessing the Mi ller Creek 
planning area uses Miller Creek Road. The plan recommended a bridge location near Blue 
Mountain as the least expensive in tenns ofresource mitigation and socio-economic impacts. 

This DEIS preferred alternative ignores the years of planning that resulted in the Miller Creek 
Comprehensive Plan Amendment and subsequent plann ing to pro vide for the safety of the 
residents of thi s area. The DEIS does not recommend an a lternati ve that refl ects loca l planning 
documents. 

THE DEIS FAILS TO JDENTIFY IMPACTS TO THE CLUB AND OTHERS 

Considering the re lati ve last minute change to the purpose of the project and the corresponding 
study area it is not surpri sing that the DEIS fail s to identify numerous impacts to numerous 
properties, including the Club, or to offer mitigation for those impacts. 

As part o f a proposed action an environmental impact statement must be prepared to identi fy 
environmenta l and social consequences. NEPA requires that an EIS contain "a reasonably 
complete discuss ion of possible mitigation measures." Robertson v. Methow Valley Citizens 
Council, 490 U.S. 332, 352, 109 S.Ct. 1835, I 04 L.Ed.2d 351 (1 989). The mitigation must " be 
d iscussed in sufficient detail to ensure that enviromnental consequences have been fa irly 
evaluated." City of Carmel-By-The-Sea v. U.S. Dept. o.fTransp .. 123 F.3d at 1142, 11 54 (9th 
Cir.1997). In other words, an EIS must include "[m]eans to mitigate adverse environmenta l 
impacts." 40 C.F.R. § 1502. 16(h). 

The fo llowing is a li st of adverse envirorunental, social and econom ic consequences not 
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f i n a l  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  i m p a c t  s t a t e m e n t
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Comment # 264 (continued)  
Response to Comment # 264 (continued) 
* 181: As discussed in Issue G, holes eight and nine and the eighth and ninth 
hole tee boxes or fairways would not be impacted with Old US 93 improvements as 

originally proposed in the DEIS or with the revised design in the FEIS. The greens, 
holes, tee boxes, or fairways were never proposed to be impacted, nor are they 
now. From the existing driveway entrance along the southwest property line toward 
US 93, approximately 30 feet of right-of-way would be acquired from the Country 
Club to accommodate the additional turning lanes at the Old US 93 and US 93 
intersection. The area impacted is the landscaped area adjacent to the parking lot 
and entrance road. No impacts would occur to the parking lot. The only impact that 
would occur to the Country Club along the southern property line east of the 
entrance road in the area of holes 8 and 9 fairway and rough is to portions of the 
vegetative hedge or gravel maintenance area. In order to accommodate the wider 
Old US 93 typical section, an area of right-of-way approximately 250 feet long by 
five feet wide would be acquired as permanent right-of-way. No impacts to the 8th 
and 9th holes, fairways, or trees along the fairways would occur.   See additional 
explanation under Issue F, which includes a graphic depicting impacts to the 
Missoula Country Club associated with the modified Old US 93 design. This 
information has been clarified in the FEIS. 

* 182: Whether or not Old US 93 improvements are made, traffic is expected to 

more than double along Old US 93 between 2005 and 2025. Congested conditions 
on Old US 93 without improvements, including left-turn provisions, would make 
access to and from adjacent businesses and Post Siding Road difficult. Under all of 
the build alternatives, traffic operations for major traffic movements would be 
improved compared to the No-Action Alternative (see Response Issue F, under 
“Access Issues-Missoula Country Club, Businesses, Post Siding Road”). 

* 183: Old US 93 would be widened 15 to 20 feet closer to existing businesses 
located along Old US 93, which is within the existing southern right-of-way line so 
no additional right-of-way would be required from businesses along south side of 
Old US 93, except one business at the extreme southeast side. Access to businesses 
along Old US 93 would be maintained. Bitterroot Motors off-loading area would be 
impacted.  This has been clarified in Section 4.6.2 of the FEIS. Impacts to 
Larchmont Golf Course were avoided. Impacts to the Missoula Country Club were 
minimal in the DEIS, and have been further minimized in the revised Old US 93 
design now included in the FEIS (see Section 4.5.2 of the FEIS). 

* 184: Under all of the build alternatives, access to adjacent businesses along Old 
US 93 would be maintained.  Southbound drivers attempting to access businesses 
along Old US 93 and northbound drivers turning into the Missoula Country Club and 
onto Post Siding Road would be accommodated with a protected left-turn lane. The 
only impact along Post Siding Road would be paving a new approach apron (±10 
feet) for the tie-in to Old US 93.  This is clarified in Section 4.5.2 and 4.6.2 of the 
FEIS. 

* 185: Impacts to Larchmont Golf Course were avoided with use of a short 

retaining wall as stated in Section 4.17 and 4.18 of the DEIS.  
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identified in the DEIS and for which no mitigation has been discussed: 

I. The social. environmental, economic and land use impact associated with the loss of 
the Missoula Country Club as an operating go lf course. The DEIS (E- 11 ) suggests construction 
of a berm and to "replace vegetative hedge" but fa ils to describe the extent that the project wi ll 
take land that is part of the Club's course and the impacts to the course and therefore the Club as 
a result thereof; 

2. The safety issue presented by access from the Club to Old Highway 93 after the 
highway becomes the proposed 5 lanes. Ent ry to and from 5 lanes of Old Highway 93 to the Club 
parking lot will be uncontrolled which will present a dangerous traffic situation for Club 
members and non-members, many whom are youths using Club facilities. 

3. The economic. social and poli tical impact to other businesses that adjoin and utilize 
Old Highway 93 have not been ident ified or addressed. There are approxi mately 2 1 driveways 
located on the east side of Old Highway 93 that access numerous businesses including Binerroot 
Motors, Applebees, Pizza Hut, Missoula Veterinary and others. The DEIS is silent on how these 
businesses and their driveways wi ll be impacted or any mitigation thereof. (See, E-5 of the 
DEIS.) 

4. The DEIS fails to identi fy the impact on businesses and property owners that own 
property along Post - Siding Road. The design of the intersection of Old Highway 93 and Post­
Siding Road is not provided in the DEIS. 

5. The Club has many trees that border its parking lot and the golf course, some that are 
hundreds of years old. Impact to these trees and the club parking lot and potential mitigation is 
not explained in the DEIS. 

6. The DEIS fails to identi fy the potential impact to Larchmont Golf Course. 

7. The issue of noise and the potential impact that traffic noise may have on both go lf 
courses has not been included in the DEIS. (E-7.) 

8. There are significant safety issues associated with a major thoroughfare (i.e . 5 lanes, 
traffic increase of 475% and anticipated traffic ofup to 25,000 vehicle trips per day) located so 
close to 2 major golf courses. Golf safety issues, including wayward golf balls are not addressed 
in the DEIS. 

9. The illogical traffic configuration of the preferred alternative that wi ll require club 
members to travel into Miller Creek in order to ultimately trave l downtown is not identified or 
mitigated. 
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Comment # 264 (continued)  
Response to Comment # 264 (continued) 
 
* 186: Noise levels at the Missoula Country Club for all project alternatives are 
predicted to be below the FHWA noise abatement criteria. This was clarified in 
Section 4.8.2 of the FEIS. Refer to Response Issue G, under “Noise and Visual” for 
more information. 

* 187: For proposed Old US 93 laneage and traffic forecasting, please refer to 
Figure 2-5 showing the revised typical section of 3 travel lanes plus one turn lane, 
Figure 4-5 showing an ADT of 20,300 on Old US 93, and Table 4-5 sixth row 
indicating a 138% increase in traffic on Old US 93.  Liability for errant golf balls will 
remain as it is currently. 

* 188: As discussed under Response Issue F, in the DEIS it was shown that the 
left-turn movement from Old US 93 to US 93 was eliminated. In the FEIS, that 
movement could be maintained during non-peak hours; however, complete 

restriction of this left-turn movement may be warranted in the future, at the 
discretion of MDT who has jurisdiction of US 93. 

* 189: Impacts to the intersection of Old US 93 and Reserve Street are presented 

in Section 2.6.2.1, Section 4.4.1.2, Table 4-5, Section 4.5.2, and Table 4-9 of the 
EIS. 

* 190: Due to the constrained nature of the Miller Creek area, there are a limited 

number of options available to improve traffic operations in the area.  No other 
reasonable alternatives to the Old US 93 improvements were identified. An 
alternative evaluated to avoid improvements to Old US 93 was to widen US 93, 
which was found to fail operationally because that would not accommodate an 
acceptable level of traffic volume.  Refer to Response Issue B, under “Reasonable 
Alternatives for Old US 93.” This information was added to Section 2.5.3 of the EIS. 

* 191: The appropriation of federal funds for transportation improvements 

requires that the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) process be followed. 
NEPA requires that a range of reasonable alternatives be developed and evaluated, 
and reasonable alternatives cannot be constrained based on the intent of a 
Congressional appropriation.  Three bridge alternatives were fully evaluated in the 
EIS. (Also refer to Response Issue B, under “Purpose of Congressional Earmark.”) In 
2004 and 2005 updated traffic volumes were obtained and traffic modeling was 
performed indicating that traffic flow along all study area roadways would be 
improved, thereby improving access for the Miller Creek area, by including Old US 
93 with all the build alternatives. The Preferred Alternative 5A meets the purpose 
and need for the project, which is to provide safe and improved access between US 
93 and Miller Creek area. See Section ES.5 of the FEIS for reasons why Alternative 
5A was selected as the Preferred Alternative. 

* 192: Numerous public and agency comments were received that supported 

Alternative 5A as the Preferred Alternative (see Response Issue A). 
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10. Failure to identify and analyze the impact to the intersection of Old Highway 93 and 
Reserve Street. 

THE DEIS FAILS TO OFFER ALTERNATIVES TO OLD 93 

NEPA req1Jires that the DEIS offer alternatives to the proposed action. 42 U.S.C. §4332; 40 
C.F.R. § I 502. 14. Although the DETS offers various proposed alternatives relative to access from 
New Highway 93 to Miller Creek. the DEIS fai ls to offer any alternatives to the substantial action 
concerning Old Highway 93 , except the "no-action" alternative. Failure to offer alternatives to 
the proposed improvements to Old Highway 93 does not comply with NEPA. 

THE PREFERRED ALTERNATIVE DOES NOT ADDRESS THE BENEFIT, PURPOSE 
AN D NEED OF THE PROJECT 

The purpose and need of the appropriation and this project was to provide a second access into 
Miller Creek. As stated above and in numerous objections previously voiced. the preferred 
alternative si mply provides a stop-gap measure in the form of modifications to surface streets 
without addressing the real purpose of the project. The purpose and need of the project is not met 
through adoption of the preferred alternative 

THE PUBLIC OPPOSES THE PREFERRED ALTERNATIVE AND THE PROPOSED 
MODIFICATIONS TO OLD HIGHWAY 93 

Virtually a ll of the comments received on the DEIS to date have been in opposition to the 
preferred alternative and the proposed modification to Old Highway 93. The purpose of the DEIS 
process is to encourage publ ic participation so to foster better decision-making. 42 U.S.C §4321; 
40 C.F.R. § I 501. I (c). Almost without fail the information offered by the public demonstrates not 
only that they oppose the preferred alternative but that it fails to meet the goal that was the 
impetus for this project in the first place. 

For the foregoing reasons, and for the other reasons expressed at public hearings and by persons 
offering comments, and on behalf of the Missoula Country Club, we respectfully request that 
approval of the proposed DEIS for this project be deni ed. 

Thank you for your attention to this matter. Please contact me with any questions. 

cc: Mist oula Country Club 
MS~kl060 lH7 lv. 
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Comment # 264 (continued) Response to Comment # 264 (continued) 
 
 
 
 

 

PUBLIC LANDS HIGHWAYS DISCRETIONARY PROGRAM 
FY 2002 CANDIDATE PROJECT APPLICATION 

I. State: Montana 

2. U.S. Congressional District No.(s): 

3. U.S. Congressional District Member's N11me(s): Senator Max Baucus, 
Senator Conrad Bums, and Represemativc Dennis Rehberg 

4. Project Title: MILLER CREEK ROAD PRELIMINARY DESIGN AND EIA 

5. Project Location: The project is in the Miller Creek and Linda Vista area. Specifically, 
the project is located in T l2N, R19W, PMM Sections 18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24, & 35 and 
Tl2N, R20W, PMM Sections I, 2, l 0, 11 , 12, 13, & 14. A new road, bridge and the 
improvement of infrastructure will take place. 

6. Proposed Work: Transportation improvements to the Miller Creek area ·will include a 
new.bridge to be constructed across the Bitterroot River to access Highway 93 . This will 
require a 1'.'EPA study. A new road will also be constructed to the bridge from Lower 
Miller Creek road. Lower Miller Creek road will be designed and improved. A NEPA 
study will be required. A portion of Miller Creek road will be designed and upgraded and 
constructed. 

The right-of-way necessary for the project will be obtained. The County of Missoula has 
a majority of the right-of-way available. This additional right-of-way will be required for 
the construction after the design is completed. 

A new road from the new bridge to the Blue Mountain intersection will be designed io 
order to move traffic to a safe location to enter highway 93. This will be studied during 
the NEPA study for the bridge and road. 

7. Public. Lands Category: This project is adjacent to the National Forest. The Miller 
Creak road eictends to and through the Lola National Forest to Swartz Creek near 
Clinton, Montana. The new bridge will allow access to approximately 100,000 acres of 
the Lolo Forest to the west of Highway 93 via Blue Mmmtaio Road. The Miller Creek 
road accesses additional Forest Service land (approximately 115,000 acres) to the 
southeast. Miller Creek road is also used to haul timber to market, whenever there are 
timber sales in that area. Access will be improved to a total of215,000 acres ofForest 
Service land. · 

8. Project Purpose & Benefits: The need is for good infrastructure in the area that can take 
care of the growih. The only access road to the area, Miller Creek road, has already 
exceeded limits that the County set for traffic capacity and the Miller Creek 
comprehensive plan allows for additional growth. Because the area is close to Missoula 
and the growth meets the Miller Creek comprehensive plan allowance, it will happen. 
The need is for two accesses out of the Miller Creek area. The new bridge will make that 
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Comment # 264 (continued) 

 

Response to Comment # 264 (continued) 
 
 
 
 

 

Attachment -.:. 

possible. This will improve the health and safety of the public. In an emergency the two 
ways out will add to the safety and welfare of the public. 

The upgrading of the infrastructure will move the logging traffic out oftbe residential 
area for a number of years and this will reduce air pollution and increase safety for the 

public. 

9. Planning and Coordination: The Western Federal Lands Highway Division and 
Missoula County will plan and coordinate this work. 

l 0. Current and Future Trnffic: As noted above, current traffic levels to the Miller Creek 
aren have exceeded the available capacity. Building this new bridge and access road will 
,accomplish the need to address this current and future gro.,,,'th. 

11. ProjectAdRiinistration: FHWA-Westcm Federal Lands Highway Division, Vancouver, 

WA 

12. Amount of Federal PLH Discretionary Funds Requested: $5,000,000 

13. Commitment of Other Funds: No other fi.mding sources have been commit1ed to this 

project. 

14. Previous PLH Discretionary Funding: This project has not received any appropriations 
· ·of PLH Discretionary Funding. · ·, ' ' 

15. Future Funding Needs: Completing the Miller Creek Road will require additional · 
funding. ' 

16. Project Schedule: Once the ftmding is available the following schedule would 
commence: 

One month- advertise for consultants with RFP. Two weeks to assess consultant reply. 
Two weeks to award the project and give the order to proceed. 

Nine months to complete the NEPA study and the preliminary design. 

The road construction will have a separate NEPA study, therefore, portions of this 
construction may take place concurrent with the bridge study. 

I I II 1111111111111111111 
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Project mtme and Cpn{f!rence tolal 

Hth Street. Bridse inl0rim capacity 11nd A:tfety improvements, Vir• 
i;niG ....... ......... .............. .......... .... ... , .. .. ....... ........... ................ ... ........... . 

~fii!it!ffii~~%/;s~t::l~.WdiiJ!0~~~!~f"e:;Atag·ki··:::::: 
%'1Ji~i,~J~n°11JaiJ!.t~~~o~~~~?o~t0o°n.R~ ~.~:.~~~~ 
Bt:UT River .migratory bird refuge nceees To.od, Utah 

~i~~~M:~~~:~:. RhOd~·i·i~d·::::::::::::::::::::::~::::::::::::::::::::: 
Blueberry Luke road improvement.&, Green Mountain Notional For• 

Cl:ll, VcrmunL ......... . 
Drough 
Chin~ 

cky ····· ···· ·:····· 

ew Mexico ... ..... - ....... . 
Cr.U!is Creel£ , ..... u .... , 4.....,u ........... y ........................................... ., ... ...... . ....... . 
Dnn.i"el Boone Pnrkw:..iy between mileposts 37 and 44, Kent.-ucky .. 
neuth Volley Rtiud rcconatrUction, Cnlifornia ... ...... ........... ........ ... ·- · ·· 
Delo.ware WateI Ga.p Notional Rea-cut.ion Arco, New Jeney ..... : ... .. 
Di11cmond Bur Road, Ariznnn ...... ·- ······· .... · .. · ........... ,., ..... , ... , .......... .. , ... . 
Forkhwd Pruk occci.s road improvom&nl11, Alabnm.o. .. . 

- Fort Pack.Lllke,-publie-'Bceas.axoad,•l&i~ .............. . ............. .... .. .. . 

· gi~!~~~~d~t~~!klu>~~w~,l~;·Ri~~~··ci~·~~·N;ti~~;i 
River, West Vu-guua ...... ........... .... .......... .................. ........ .... .... .... .... . 

Herbert H. Bntemo.n Educntian & Administ:raUve Center, V-ubl'\nia 
Hlghwoy 20 bdween 7.igug nnd Rhododondmn, Orosnn (Highway 

_ g~~~~~~~t~~.f ~~~itI~~i~~~!!!!!!ii:: 
Litt.lo River Cenyn~o~ae~provemtmt&, A1n-

Lnu1a ........... .. ....... ........... .... ................................. ........... .... ... ... ... ... ... .. 
l..owcll National HJel!lrical Pork ri~crwtt.lk dc~ign. Mo.,auchUBctw .. . 
Moraboll County 1110 & BTA M15 through Sica Hollow St.Dte Pork:1 

. $11.000,000 
500,000 
860,000 

d,600,000 
1,000,000 

250.000 
3,000,000 
1,500,000 

600.000 
1,600,000 
1,000,000 
2,000,000 
2,500,000 
2,000.000 
1,400,000 

150.0UO 
995,000 

1,500,000 
2,()()0,000 
1,000,000 
3,000,000 

c:lffliHr I 
3,600,000 

~00,000 

1,760;000 
8.000,000 
1,000,000 

325,000 
1,000.000 
1,200,000 

850.000 
563,000 

400,000 
600,000 

. 2,000,000 

New attefls to 
New Bedford 

--s.oon.ooo­
soo.ooo 

chuseLts ....... ................ ... .. .. .. .............................................................. . 
1i" NeVdiighWuy'frnl'TI 'N'Drffi.DakritDtBm-den11w~do'lib;'Mimtana .......... · 

~~ia0*~~:;~;!t~~tt~J~:rteli!!~t:e~~-.~~.~· .. ~~~·i·~·~~~.i .. :::: 
Prolimin:uy nod final dc.<aign to CN2367, l~Lli-666-11. New Mexico 

tc~~~~:;r~~: ... ~i~{k'.a~~ .. ::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: ....................... ...... .... . 
Rccnnstruclion of NM 537: C:N2070. FLH-053'/, New .Merico ... ... ... . 

~~~~ !1Je:~~::b~e";~~~~N~~e~: :::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: 
... ~~~ail::.~~~~~.~~~.~::::::::::: :::::::::::::::::::::~:::::::::::: 
~!:~~~i:=j=~N~!1~: ::::::::::::::::;:::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: 
SD-63' Corson Cuunly recomrtrucLion, South .Dttl,ot.o .............. ......... .. 
SH-149 Rio Grn;nda Notional Forest, Colorado .... ................. .... : ..... .. . 
Shott,"tlil-COvc·'i?oud',"'1'.la:ak.o. ..................... ....... ......... .................. ........ . . 

~ m!~ ~;p pi\':!a~ tR \1l,6Ni:,~~~~•r.TI:m°;;;ij;pi"":: :::: 
L·~".1:1: Roule 153, Deaver lo Junction, Utah .................. : ....... .............. . 

400,000 
1,000,000 
1.000,000 
d,000,000 
1,000,000 
1,000,000 

600,000 
J,000,000 

170,000 
1,000,000 

750,000 
2,000,000 
1,600,000 

280,000 
,,000,000 
3,700,000 

650,000 
4,000,000 
7,400,000 
1,000,000 

¥!:~;~!~ ¥1::;o:::b{k~;!Iu11:.1~rid~··:::::::::.::::::: :::::::::::::.:::::::;:::::::: tOOO;OOO 
1fsaiJ ~11'.l5~~~\t!~~r~~"ro<;~:~:~v~~l(enfr~~e··:::::::::::::: i3&:ggg 
US-So Murri i;ou/Wb.iLciidl)' Counly u:pEW.11ion, Hlinoia ·.... ... .............. . 750,000 

H~tiJt~'t!;~i:t~tr~~-~fm~~~:::!~~~~~:u.~·~·~·:::::::::::: s.ggg:ggg 
~ NuLi onal Park hi~hwo~ ruurfo ciog, South Dttkoto . ....... l ,2GO,OOO 

- i 'Bti!fl'"a1~ufl&, 41M ....................... ........ .... ................ :. soo,ooo 
WoouBackcL De~l r 1aliilitulion, Rhoc1! Island ........ ............ ............. · 650,000 
YeUowstone aud Mit111ouri Ri,•era, and Fort Union Trading Post 

bill:e trail. North Dokot.n ... ... ........ :. ........... ... .. ........ , ............ ,........ .... .. 400,000 

The conferees direct that the funds 'e.Jlocated o"bove be derived 
from the FHW A's public lands discretioruiiy progrwn, and not from 
funds allocated to the .Fish and Wild.life ·Service's nnd· National 
Pnrk Service's rf!giona. · 

l'N1'F.RH1'A1'E MAINTENANCE UISCRE"l'IONARY 

Within the funds available for the interstate maintenance dis­
cretionary program, funds ,,re to ; ha available for the following 
projec~s and activitie.s: · . 

Projl!C.l 11.ame and Conference total 

~r:,0 ;fn::~~Q1:!~d~i~}c'cl:~~t~~-n~~~.~ .. ::: :::::::::: 
Cleveland inner belt. Ohio .................... ...... ........ : ......... .. ...... ...... ..... .... . 

t}g ~;\~:c~~t~r~::::;r:;-1;::;a .. ::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: ::: :::::::::::::: 
1-10 Uiverside Avenue inteccheoge, California ............................. - .. . 

l~iffif j§~:~~~;~h.~f::f::i:~;::i;:::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: 
f:~~ W1R~':i:.~~~:;;:~ ~h~r:~:iJtci·~~.~~.~~~~~ .. ::::::::::::::::::::: 
1=~t~;1~11:rot~J.;~~rsf~;~;~;.~~,~~~!~:::::::::::::::::::::::: 
(- 295 connector, CoDlmercfoJ Streat, Maino .......... ....... ....... . 
f-295 reconstruction, Rbode.lsl.811d ....... .... .. .................. ................. ..... . 
l--35 Ea»Vl-635 interchange, 'T'fl.XOS .......... .. .... . ........ . ....... ..... ...... ....... . . 

1-35 Weal/US 287 interchange, Tei!l.8 .. .... .. ....................................... .. 

l:~8 ::~~~~~~!:;t r~~~~\.3&kfab~!~.~~ .. ::::::::~:::::::: 
I-44. Ftlol~u Wdw.LriW corridor improvcment.s in St.. Loui.6 County, 

Mwoun ...... .... ....... ... ... ..... .. ................................ . .. ........ ... ........... .... . .. 

I~otc~C:nl!t~~~[lu;~d::,~;ynJ~rtila:i,0Mi~~~~~~ .. ::::::::::: 
I--4.9 southern mcleD!11on from 1- 10. Lowe1e..na ........... ........... ... ......... .. 
I- ~ Corridor Mteries, Co.lifornin ...................................... . 
1-6 HOV/genera) ,purpose lanc9, Cnlifontitt .... ................ ........... ....... , 

tur~'!f0V~u~~:~~r:i0:C1io~ cs,.AJob~ :·· :: ..... ::::::::: :: 
1- 70 uu~rovcmenls from CBD lo norttSJde, ?tiiuoun .. ............. .. .. 

t~glmi~iu~D~~~=~t~~~~~tio~. 'j.,foryland .. :.:.:::.: .. 

t~S i~~g~1Po~fi1~d~b~k·n~~d:·a~~~·i~~~-c~~~ty·, .. w~~tvi~: 

1~ttri1~;~~~~~t~Xfii~~;.:i~=~::::: ........................................ .. . 
1-79/Warrendale TechnuJoru,· Park iul.t:rCha.ogc, Penwylvania ....... .. 
I-80 Erlt aL.Stoney Hollow Rood; Pcnn.,;:ylvwlia ....... .................. . .. 
1-80 widening ll.Dd rec.onalrudiou io Jab.noon Cow1ty, fowo, .... . 

;2,000,000 
1,000,000 

600,000 
800,000 

7,000,000 
60Q,000 

1,600,000 
2,000,000 
1,000,000 

.. s.ooo,uoo 
2,000,000 
1,000;000 
. ·600,000 
6,000,000 
1,600,000 

500,000 
3,000,000 
6.400,000 
, ,000,000 
~.000,000 
5,500,000 

4,000,000 
4,000,000 
7,000,000 
1,000,000 
1.000.ono 
4,000,000 
1.000,000 
8,000,000 
5,000.000 
l.000.000 
8,000,000 

376,000 

10,000,000 
4,800,000 

250,000 
1,760,000 
3,000,000 
6,000.000 

------
: -----
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Appendix E: Comments and Responses E-375 

f i n a l  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  i m p a c t  s t a t e m e n t
miller creek road

Comment # 264 (continued) Response to Comment # 264 (continued) 
 
 
 
 

 

[ Federal Register: March 3 , 2 00 3 {Volume 6 8, Number 41)] 
(No t i ces ) 
[Page 10063-10064 ) 
From the Federal Reg i ster Online via GPO Access [wais. access. gpo. gov] 
I oocro : fr03mr03 - 111 I 

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTP..TION 

Federal Highway Admini strati on 

Environmental I~pact Statement: Missou1a. County, MT 

AGENCY: .Federal Highway Administration ( FHWA) , DOT. 

ACTION : Notice of I n tent. 

SUMMARY : The FHW'A is i ssuing this notice to advise the public that an 
environmental impact statement will be prepared in accordance with the 
National Environmental Policy Act for proposed transportation 
i mprovements in the vicinity of Mi1ler Creek Road in Missou la County, 
Montana . 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: t,,t..r. Craig Genzlinger, P . E . , Operations 
Engineer, Federal Highway Administration, 2880 Skyway Drive, Helena, 
Montana 59602; Telephone (406) 449-5302, extension 240 or Ms. Jeanette 
Lostracco, Ca r t er & Burgess, Inc . , 707 17th Street , Suite 2300 , Denver, 
Colorado , 80202; Telephone (303) 820-4808. 

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORYtAT I ON: The FHWA hereby g i ves notice that i t i ntends 
to prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) i n accordance with 
the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) , Pub . L . 91- 190, 83 Stat . 
852, 1969), as amended, for road and bridge improvements in the 
vicinity of Mi11er Creek Road, Missoula County, Montana . The study area 
is approximately four miles long and three miles wide incl uding 
port ions of US 93 , the Bitterroot River, the city of Missoula , Missoula 
County and Lola National Forest. The study area begins near the 
intersection of Miller Creek Road and US 93 to the north and extends 
southward approximately four miles along US 93. The east-west 
boundaries are approxi mately . 25 miles west of us 93 and approximately 
2.5 miles east of US 93 . 

Alternatives being considered will include a no build and build 
alternatives . The build alternati ves will connect to US 93 and provide 
a new structure crossing the· Bitterroot River . 

Improvements to the corridor are necessary as the population is 
expected to increase in the near future. The need for a second 
connection to U.S . 93 in this area has been a priority to the local 
community, Missoula County, and the city of Missou.1a . A second entrance 
into the Mi1ler Creek area is needed for safety and to relieve 
congestion. An additional access could provide regional benefits to 
connectivity, improving air qual ity by reducing total vehicle miles 
traveled (VMT), imoroving pedestrian and bike circula t ion , facilitating 
bus service to the~ Miller Creek and Linda Vista area, and providing 
secondar y emergency egress and, potentially, improved emergency 
response times . 

Let t ers describing the proposed action and soliciting comments will 
be sent to appropri a te Federal, State and local agencies, and to 
private organizations and citizens who have previously expressed or are 
known to have an interest i n this proposal . A formal public scoping 

Page 1 of: 
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Appendix E: Comments and Responses E-376 

f i n a l  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  i m p a c t  s t a t e m e n t
miller creek road

Comment # 264 (continued) 

 

Response to Comment # 264 (continued) 
 
 
 

meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, March 26th from 5 p.m . to 8 p.m. at 
the Linda Vista Golf Course Clubhouse located on 4915 Lower Miller 
Creek Road, Missoula , Montana . Bri ef identical presentations will be 

I [Page 10064] J 

given at 6 p.m . and 7 p.m. A series of public meetings will be held in 
Missoula . I n addition, a public heari ng will be held. Public notice 
wi ll be given of the cime and plac e of the meetings and hearing . The 
d r aft EIS will be available for public and agency review and coJM1ent 
prior to t he p ublic heari ng. 

To ensur e that the full range of issues related to this propos ed 
action a r e addressed and a l l significant i s sues identified, comments 
and suggestions a r e invited from a l l interested parties . Commen t s or 
questions conc~rning this propos ed action and the EIS should be 
directed to the Fh"rlA at the address provided above. Additional proJect 
info.rmation can be obtained at the Web site {www.millereis . com) or from 

the Telephone Information ' Hot.line' (1-800-865-6905). 

(Catalog of Federal Domest.ic Assistance Program Numbe r 20. 205, 
Highway Planning and Construction . The ragul.a.t i ons implementing 
Executive Order 123 72 regarding i n tergovernmental consultation on 
Feder al programs an activities apply to this p r oposed action . ) 

[Autho rity : 23 U.S . C . 315 ; 49 CFR 1.48) 

Issued February 25, 2003. 
Dale Paulson , 

Program Development Engineer , Mont ana Division, Federal Highway 
Administrati on, Helena, MT 59602 . 
[FR Doc. 03-4856 Filed 2-28-03; 8 : 45 am] 
BILLING CODE 4910- 22-M 

Page 2 of ; 
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Appendix E: Comments and Responses E-378 

f i n a l  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  i m p a c t  s t a t e m e n t
miller creek road

Comment # 265: Blaise Hartman 
 

 
 

Response to Comment # 265 
 
Responses to this comment letter can be found under Summary 
Response issue letter A, D, F, G, H, I, and N. 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

* 193: The traffic light at the intersection of Reserve and 39th Street was 
included in the traffic demand model that was used as the basis for the 
future year (2025) traffic analysis of each of the alternatives. The 
alternatives traffic analysis indicated that there would be no notable 
changes to the number of vehicles forecast to travel on 39th Street under 

any of the alternatives. While congested conditions at and approaching 
signalized intersections would occur under any of the alternatives, neither 
the entire Miller Creek area nor the entire SW Missoula area are expected 
to become gridlocked. 

 
 

* 194: None of the potential solutions reviewed during the alternatives 
development and analysis process were found to be as feasible as the MCR 
upper "Y" intersection configuration shown in the DEIS and FEIS. 
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Genzlinger, Craig 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 

blaise hartman [blaisehartman@bresnan.net] 
Friday, September 22, 2006 9:17 AM 
Genzlinger, Craig 
misty.mccoy@c-b.com 
Comment on Miller Creek EIS 

I 1.•.'anc to expr ess my opinion o n t he dra ft EIS f or the Miller Creek area , and speci fically 
che preferred alterna tive 5A . I think t h is alternative is the worst poss ible alterna t ive, 
poss ibly even worse than the do not h ing alterna tive . 

I d on ' t see anyway that s t op lights at the Y, Briggs , and Old Hi ghway 93 will not lead lo 
abso lu te gridlock in t he a rea . Has anyone examined the tra ffi c impacts when a 3 way stop 
was implemented at the corner of Br i ggs and V.iller Creek Road d uring the 39t h Street 
recons truction , before hundreds of residences we re added in Mal o ney Ranch? Traffic backed 
up 1 /2 way u p the hi ll on Mi ller Creek Road , and to Linda Vista Blvd o n Lower Mille r Creek 
Road. I can ' t imag i ne adding 2 more intersections can possibl y move traffic f aster, it can 
only lead to gridlock . 

As for impact on Highway 93 , how can adding another traffic signal on Highway I 93 (Reserve SLree t and Old Hi ghway 93) possible improve t raff i c f low, or as stated i n 
EIS have the least impact o n Highway 93 compared to the othe r alternatives \-lhich have a 
grade separated on-ramp ? 

the 

have you studies t he i mpact on t raff ic on 39th Streer: from a dding a traffic l ig h t at the 
intersectio~ of 39th Street and Reserve? Westbound traffic o n 39th street is now backed up 
from Russell Street to Reserve , and it c an take several cycles of lights to get through 
the i ntersec t ions of Dore Lane and Re.serve . Is the re any doubt t hat , li ke the North 
Reserve grid l ock caused by the lack of al t ernative rou tes and mu ltiple traffic light s , i f I t his alte rnative is adop ted the entire Mi ller Cree k area and event ually t he en tire South 
West Missou la area 1--;ill become gridl oc ked? Most d isappoi nting is that Alternat i ve 5A 
virtually elimi nated the possibility of public transport ation in the area , so whi le kids 
from Lolo a nd Frenchtown will be free t o r ide t he bud into t he city , kids living in the 
city in Mi ller Creek will be shut o u t f=om public t ransportation while t he ir parents 
subsidize the system t hro ugh their taxes . 

I My p r e f erred a l ternat i ve is 38 . This a lternative has the best l ong t erm po tential t o 
mit i gate tra ffic and imp.Cove qualiLy of life fo r all pe ople , n ot jus t t hose commuting f rom 
the University a nd downtown areas to t heir homes in Lolo a nd Ravall i County . The overpass 
\-wu ld be a great opportunity to provide much needed public access to the Bitte rroot River, 
and a way for Miller Cree k residents to s a fely access t h e Blue Moun tai n recreation Area 
without the need to drive . 

I f a l te rnative %a is u ltimately chose n I hope it can be reworked to at a mi nimum re:nove 
th e signal at the Mi lle r Creek Y and replace it with a tunnel, and inc l ude improvemen ts to 
widen or rep lace upper Gharrett Street to prov ide a safe and reasonable alternative 
access to t he Miller Creek area . 

Th anks you for listening . 

I I II 1111111111111111111 
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Appendix E: Comments and Responses E-379 

f i n a l  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  i m p a c t  s t a t e m e n t
miller creek road

Comment # 266: Norm Balko 
 

 

Response to Comment # 266 
 
Responses to this comment letter can be found under Summary 
Response issue letter A, B, C, D, E, F, G, H, I, J, and O. 
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- miller creek road 1111111111 
Comments on the DEIS 

September 22, 2006 - November 6 , 2006 
e n v ir onme nt a l im p act statemen t 

RECEIVEO 

NuV \I J 2P.Oli COMMENT SHEET 

Thank you MPWtf i,M'lfglfhe Miller Creek Road Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) and for 
providing your comments. The DEIS is also available for review on the project Web site at 
www.millereis .com. Please mail your comment to the address on the other side by November 6, 
2006, to be a part of the official public record. You can also provide comments through the project 
Web site. 
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Address: 

Phone : e-mail: 

Date: 

www.millereis .com 

J.\_ Transportahon\071257.300\Pub1iclnvolvemenl \Pubhc hearina\Comment sheet for DEIS review.doc 
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Appendix E: Comments and Responses E-380 

f i n a l  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  i m p a c t  s t a t e m e n t
miller creek road

Comment # 266 (continued) 
 

 

Response to Comment # 266 (continued) 
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- miller creek road 1111111111 
environmen t a l impact stateme n t Comments on the DEIS 

September 22, 2006 - November 6, 2006 

COMMENT SHEET 

Thank you for reviewing the Miller Creek Road Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) and for 
providing your comments. The DEIS is also available for review on the project Web site at 
www.millereis.com. Please mail your comment to the address on the other side by November 6, 
2006, to be a part of the official public record . You can also provide comments through the project 
Web site . ~ :#= 
COMMENT: 1/-JC-E 2-. 

Address: 

Phone: e-mail : 

Date: 

www.millereis.com ~ 
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Appendix E: Comments and Responses E-381 

f i n a l  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  i m p a c t  s t a t e m e n t
miller creek road

Comment # 266 (continued) 
 

 
 

Response to Comment # 266 (continued) 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

* 195: Agency coordination and public involvement occurred throughout 

the project, and is presented in Chapter 5.0 of the DEIS and FEIS. 

 

 
* 195 
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-miller creek road 1111111111 
Comments on the DEIS 

September 22, 2006 - November 6, 2006 
enviro n mental impact stateme nt 

COMMENT SHEET 

Thank you for reviewing the Miller Creek Road Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) and for 
providing your comments. The DEIS is also ava ilable for review on the project Web site at 
www.millereis.com. Please mail your comment to the address on the other side by November 6, 
2006 , to be a part of the official public record . You can also provide comments through the project 
Web site. 

COMMENT: ~~£ -#-3 ~~a~·-, 
~~rmR .. ~~ . ;z~J,4~ 

1 ~j/t';:::;::r z7it~~~;;;­
~~-~~ ~ ~ u ,,;:i/iJ' ~:~~-~¼«~ c.-1-& 
/JlJ¼,,._, ~ anc..l~ .Sr.~~ ' ~ 

, d;J.,. ~ , ~ 

Name: 

Address: 

Phone: e-mail: 

Date: 

www.millereis.com l '>------cc:::: t 

I I II 1111111111111111111 



 

 

 Comments Responses 

A = Reference number for summary response issue     

Appendix E: Comments and Responses E-382 

f i n a l  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  i m p a c t  s t a t e m e n t
miller creek road

Comment # 266 (continued) 
 

 
 

Response to Comment # 266 (continued) 
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- miller creek road 1111111111 
env i ronme ntal i mpact statement Comments on the DEIS 

September 22, 2006 - November 6, 2006 

COMMENT SHEET 

Thank you for reviewing the Miller Creek Road Draft Environmenta l Impact Statement (DEIS) and for 
providing your comments . The DEIS is also available for review on the project Web site at 
www.millereis.com. Please mail your comment to the address on the other side by November 6, 
2006, to be a part of the official public record . You can also provide comments through the project 

~ ~ .~4-tf 5?:3ii;;:;:f!k0:!JE:iti~ 

!?!~ZEti:ff 5~9 
._~r_~____i_~~- -- i~· 

Name: 

Phone: e-mail : 

Date: 
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Appendix E: Comments and Responses E-383 

f i n a l  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  i m p a c t  s t a t e m e n t
miller creek road

Comment # 267: Stephen R. Dailey 
 

 
 

Response to Comment # 267 
 
Responses to this comment letter can be found under Summary 
Response issue letter A, D, F, G, and I. 
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~ 
I 

Craig Senz l i nger P. E. 
Federal Hi ghway Admi ni strati on 
fvbntana Offi ce 
5E5 Shepard Way 
Helena, fvbntana 59601 

lfECEnJEo 

N6v u ') 10!J6 

R!b~~ 
OCT. 27, 2006 

02ar W . Senzlinger , 
Having gone over and d·i scussed the proposed DEiS, tor i1ti lier 

Creek - Old Highway South, in Missoula, MT .. I am convinced a 
f"'ore , and rrore serious study be oode. 

It apperars that an already congested area, will beccrre 
even rrore ccngested. The proposal doesn't seem to solve anything. 
The congestion around the Missoula County Club will be greatly 
i rrpacted , pl us the lass of Missoula County Club 1 and. 

Nothi ng in the DEIS at this tiire is even closeto being 
acceptable. 

'11!,J 

... L ~a~· 
Sincerly yours, 
Dr . Ste~hen R. Dailey . 
501 Benton Ave . 
Missoula, Mt. 59801 
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Appendix E: Comments and Responses E-384 

f i n a l  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  i m p a c t  s t a t e m e n t
miller creek road

Comment # 268: David V. Diggs 
 

 

Response to Comment # 268 
 
Responses to this comment letter can be found under Summary 
Response issue letter A, B, D, F, and G. 
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e-~201 2oot;;:? 

Craig Genzlinger, PE 

Federal Highway Administration 

Montana Division Office 
585 Shepard Way 
Helena, MT 59601 

lliECE!'IEIJ 

~(,Ii , I Jf!JJ, 

~ 
M~IJ~~ 

Re: Proposed DEIS for Milleer Creek/Old Highway 93, preferred alternative SA 

As a long time member of the Missoula Country Club, I strongly oppose the 
change proposed for Old 93. The change would greatly impair and make much 
more dangerous access and egress to the Country Club and spoil the layout of 
the golf course. 

I do not feel that the entire project answers the need or the objectives of the 
assignment. The definite purpose of the change was to provide a second road 
providing access to and from the Miller Creek area. Your proposal does not 
address this need at all. The obvious and soon to be necessary answer is a 
second bridge across the Bitterroot River south of Buckhouse bridge. Why 
would you even consider a temporary band-aid solution which messes up the 
Country Club and the businesses along Old 93? 

I would say, scrap this plan, and get on with providing the real need in this 
situation which is a new bridge across the river. 

Very Truly Yours; 

~~w 
David V. Diggs 

607 W.J.Al ~ / J.u. 
---n~•~ M-r sq<to~ 
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Appendix E: Comments and Responses E-386 

f i n a l  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  i m p a c t  s t a t e m e n t
miller creek road

Comment # 270: Amy Joyner 
 

 
 

Response to Comment # 270 
 
Responses to this comment letter can be found under Summary 
Response issue letter C, D, E, F, H, and O. 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

* 196: Alternative 5A (Preferred Alternative) does not preclude 
construction of a bridge in the future. 
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1 '-Vtill'liU -October 30, 2006 ~G V u,; 2CfJ6 
l'l,w,. 

ram writing to express my concern over the Mi ller Creek Road projW8mR!!®ffttended 
nearly every public meeting for this project since the process began . 

Of course, everything has been revised so many times, the preferred alternative looks 
nothing like the Miller Creek res idents were hoping for. Improving existing roads falls short of 
addressing our essential need for safety. 

Yes, the "Y" of Upper and Lower Miller Creek Roads does need a major adj ushnent. It is 
a hassle for drivers and a headache for emergency personnel during peak hours. But, no matter 
what it looks like, the same ever-increasing number of drivers wi ll be using the same single 
access road to the growing region. Please do the retrofit proposed for the Preferred Alternative. 

But, no not drop the previous proposal of a bridge over the Bitterroot River. This is also 
essential for safety, and a bonus for convenience. We can ' t keep plugging homes into an area 
with only one way in and one way out.Tam aware that the Corps of Engineers will not approve 
a bridge at this time. No reasonable answer to that was given at the last meeting, yet the 
Alternatives 28, 38 and 4C were all posted on the wall. So in fact, we were presented options 
that are, i.n truth , not options at aJ I. 

So, yes I do support the Preferred Alternative as Phase one. However the grading of 
Upper Miller Creek has to be done in a way that will lessen wintertime ice slides for cars 
traveling north down tbe road to the new stop li ght. 

Don' t stop there. Phase two has to be a second access, which necess itates a bridge. For 
that, I support either 28 or 38. It looks as if 3B would be the best and easiest to maneuver, but 
cost much more. But, as was stated in the Missoulian editorial of October 26, 2006, let's do it 
soon. Construction costs won' t get any cheaper if we wait another IO years. 

Thank you, 

a~~ 
Amy Joyner 
5201 Frazer Ct. 
Missoula, MT 59803 
406-25 l -00 1 l 
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Appendix E: Comments and Responses E-388 

final environmental impact statement
miller creek road

Comment # 271 (continued) 
 

 
 

Response to Comment # 271 (continued) 
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Appendix E: Comments and Responses E-389 

f i n a l  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  i m p a c t  s t a t e m e n t
miller creek road

Comment # 272: Deborah P. Cole 
 

 
 

Response to Comment # 272 
 
Responses to this comment letter can be found under Summary 
Response issue letter C, D, F, H, and I. 
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- miller creek road 1111111111 
env i ronmental impact stateme nt 

RECEIVED 
Comments on the DEIS 

September 22, 2006 - November 6 , 2006 

N(1 V l) ') 2C06 
lttWi, 

ldmmili DIIIISlffH 
COMMENT SHEET 

Thank you for reviewing the Miller Creek Road Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) and for 
providing your comments. The DEIS is also available for review on the project Web site at 
www.millereis.com. Please mail your comment to the address on the other side by November 6, 
2006, to be a part of the official public record . You can also provide comments through the project 
Web site. 
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