
ROCK CREEK RANCH 
Watershed # 11-Milk River Basin  

Valley County, Montana 

 
 

LAND OWNERSHIP:  PRIVATE 

 
 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION 
 

The Rock Creek Ranch wetland mitigation site was developed and constructed by PBS&J Consulting and the landowner 

in the fall of 2004.  The site is situated approximately 3 miles east of the town of Hinsdale, to the north of US Highway 2 

in Valley County. The Montana Department of Transportation purchased 50 wetland credit acres from the site with the 

option to acquire additional wetland credits in the future for wetland impacts by transportation projects within Watershed 

# 11 – Milk River Basin.  This MDT project was a part of a much larger cooperative wetland restoration project involving 

Ducks Unlimited and the Natural Resource Conservation Service’s Wetland Reserve Program to restore approximately 

1,500 acres of wetlands on the Rock Creek Ranch.  This site is protected by an MDT Wetland Conservation Easement. 

The mitigation site is a mix of emergent and submerged aquatic vegetation communities, intermixed with meandering 

open water areas to diversify habitat for wetland vegetation, waterfowl and other wildlife species.  A Montana state listed 

sensitive plant species of concern by the Montana Natural Heritage Program, Scarlet Ammannia (Ammannia robusta) has 



been observed as occurring within the site.  This rare plant species has only been observed from 3 historical records in 

Garfield and Phillips County, thus making this site an important habitat for the plant.   

 

Ammannia robusta – Univ. Cal-Berkley photo 

 

 

 

 

 

WETLAND VEGETATION 
 

Dominant wetland vegetation 

 

   Five community types were observed 

      
Type 1- Broad-leaf cattail/Narrow-leaf plantain (Typha latifolia / Alisma gramanium) 

 

Type 2- Curly dock/ Foxtail barley (Rumex crispus / Hordeum jubatum) 

 

Type 3- Eastern cottonwood/ willow (Populus deltoides /Salix spp.)  

 

Type 4- Meadow foxtail (Alopecurus pratensis) 

 

Type 5- Curly dock/ Broad-leaf cattail (Rumex crispus / Typha latifolia) 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

WETLAND INHABITANTS 

 
 

 
 

Long-billed Dowitcher Sandhill Crane 
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Rock Creek Ranch 
 

 

Click the icon below for complete monitoring reports for this site (2005 to 2010) 

 
Wetland Mitigation Site 
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