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Getting STARTED with MicroStation for GuideSIGN

Using the 25 sheet GS_SNDGNCALC_REF.DGN with the DocuPlot Application.

Open MicroStation under a format to use the Traffic Macros under Traffic\Traffic Macros to create a Sign Design
Calculation Sheet (25).
Check the “Load Settings File”

Click the “Sign Design Sheets-New File” || o= - senoessn coision shec
Ref Map to Plan ~ Please enter a Control Number :
SonDesan Sign Design Sheets - New File |
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Your New Sign

Design Calculation Sheet should look like this.
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Settings for MicroStation V8i

(Element) Dimension Styles settings
Go to: Element/Dimension Styles/
Set the Geometry, Units, Text &
Symbology to the following:

Style

View

Dimension Styles

Dimension Styles - GuidSIGN ) (=X Style:(none)
Style  View % Dim0
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Lsettings] DESIGN FILE Working Unit sstins ERErs e
Go to: Settings/Design File Settings/ Modify Weorking Uit Settings
Category
Set the format to (MU), master to (Inches), e e bneartnts ok |
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LAYOUT SHEET STYLES

Lot e This is a typical
: e GS_SNDGNCALC_REF.DGN sheet
i layout sheet view.

Notes and Level info are at the
top & bottoms of the Sign Sheets.
The sheets 1 thru 25 with the
basic Types & Levels on which
the sheets are located can easily
be turned off for viewing
purposes.

THEETS T - T SHEETS 16 - 75
7 LINES 7 LKES - 21 Spoces
LEVEL 1 LEVEL 2

SHEETS 18 - 25

program opens with Levels 1 & 2 of the Standard 7 Line layout. The algn level
along with the MDT Logo and the Info Bar are levels 60, 65 and 70 are also
turned on.

The levels are listed for easy layout of sheet types, charts and miselanous notes
(level 60) are for typical conversions used with the sign design program.

Std 7 Line — “new” Standard MDT 7 Line layout.

Std 13 Line — “new” Standard MDT 13 Line layout. Conversion & 91:‘1 - 05 | [B177"]
The 4 Sheet Styles are: Angle Quick Chart

4 Line — older style 4 line layout with modification for “Letter
Series” below each column.

6 Line — older style 6 line layout with modification for “Letter
Series” below each column.

The 4 & 6 line layout may be eliminated in the future.




The standard sheet layout of the GS_SNDGNCALC_REF.DGN

Std 7 Line =

MDT# MDTs
SIGN DESIGN CALCULATIONS SIGN DESIGN CALCULATIONS

Sheets 1-15.......Level 1 MDTA ‘-

DEPARTMENT DF TRANSFORT ATON DEPARTMENT DF TRANSPORTAT IDN

Sheets 16-25....Level 2
Sheets 16-25... Level 3

Std 13 Line : :
SheetS 1'15 ...... Level 10 e f . :l SIN DETAL
Sheets 16-25....Level 11 < ;

4-Line

Sheets 1-15 ................ Level 20

Sheets 16-25 .............. Level 21

6-Line

Sheets 1-15 ................ Level 30

Sheets 16-25 .............. Level 31

Level 60 — Sheet Level Info
Level 65 — MDT Logo
Level 70 — MDT Header

Level 65-MDT Logo can be turned off for Consultants
to place their Business Logo in it’s place for St 3 i B B
personalization of Sheets. =L ) = S HE

Updating GuideSIGN Report, Sheets, Symbols, Arrows & Templates
Open the Windows Explorer then go the the caddstd\WORKGROUP\SISTD\GuideSIGN\Contents User folder
Copy the “Contents” folder by highlighting and Right Click, then "Copy” or highlight and go to Edit\Copy.

Open the C:\Program Files\Transoft Solutions\GuideSIGN 6, 7 or Pro 7 folder then “Paste” the updated version
of the “Contents User” folder. This will update the following folders (Arrows, Reports, Sheets, Shields, Symbols
& Templates. These updates in the Arrow, Shields, Symbols & Templates will be under the “MDT” folders. Use
a different folder name for your personal “Contents User” folder so your files don’t get replaced.

Any files you create in the GuideSIGN program are located in the C:\Users\Public\Transoft Solutions\GuideSIGN
***\Contents User folder. This is where you're files and others you might exchange with other Sign Designers
are to be placed. Not in the “Contents” folder of the GuideSIGN program.




Reference Settings for GS_SNDGNCALC_REF.DGN
Referencing the Sign Design Calc File for GuideSIGN program.

[} References (26 of 26 unique, 26 displayed) =R X
Tools  Settings
— [ TONH e "
BB xe (D¢RPP DB I @ s
Hierarchy St * ¥ 4 File Name Description Logical Presertation 3 =~
il [MiscSISDC001.DGN, Inches.. 1 MTSISTD:GS_SNDGNCALC_REF.DGN  GS_Sign_Des.. SDC-1  Wirefmme 0 ||=
2 MiscSISDCO01.DGN Sheet 1 Sheetl Wireframe 0
3 MiscSISDCO01.DGN Sheet 2 Sheet2 Wireframe 0
4 MiscSISDCO01.DGN Sheet 3 Sheetd Wireframe 0
5 MiscSISDCO01.DGN Sheet 4 Sheetd Wireframe 0
] MiscSISDCO01.DGN Sheet 5 Sheeth Wireframe 0
7 MiscSISDCO01.DGN Sheet & Sheetf Wireframe 0
8 MiscSISDCO01.DGN Sheet 7 Sheet7 Wireframe 0
4 1 »

cale | 1.000000 12.000015 Botation | 00°00°00"
Offset X | 01716 Y | 50013178

= RS L - =

Mested Attachmerts: Mo Nesting 7|
] [ + Mew Lewvel Display:

Bentley has informed us of a preference setting that should increase performance in MicroStation.

Preferences [u2894553] .
“When we load resources, we keep them in a

Category Name for preferences | Default Preferences ”MOSt Recently Usedn cache. When the

Database )

Descartes Set Operstional Preferences. program asks for a resource (like a dialog
Input [] Open Two Application Windows .
Lok and Fesl e box, or a message, or whatever), we first

Mouse Wheel Putomatically Save Design Changes Cancel look in the CaChe, and if it’s not there we

I II I|O
-

Operation ]

Postion Mapping — read it from the disk. The larger the cache,
Raster Manager [ Enterinto Untitled Design .

Reference Display Broken Associations with Different Symbology the more resources are in memory, so there
“peling i hirs e lEe T is some performance benefit to a larger

T:g: Naviaation Level Lock Applies for Fence Operations h

Test . Optimized Fence Clipping cache.

View Options - Civil Display Active Level in All Views

View Options Viewing Tools Apply to Active View The 1024 size was probably set many years

Use 5 Mode fi Pref
[E) Lse Snep Mode from Preforences ago when computers had far less memory.

Resourcs Cache: | 136 Setting it to 4096 is probably a good idea.”
MDT EISS’ recommendation is to set this to
4096. To set this, do the following in
MicroStation:

Focus tem Description

T N i eTs Workspace > Preferences > Operation >
change Resource Cache to 4096 & Click
OK. (see below)

This updates your UPF file located in the C:\MDOH folder. You may want to make a backup of that file at this time also.

8

Not making this change will have no effect on your current MicroStation operation.
If you have questions concerning this or any other CADD questions, please email MDT CADD Support.




To All Summary & Spec Sheet Users

The Wording and Levels have been changed and added for the variety needed for Stationing and Locations. The
wording & levels are as follows:

Sheet 1 (bottom)
Level 5 “Station” default-off
Level 6 “Ref. Post” default-off
Level 7 “Mile Post”  default-off
Level 8 “Location” default-off
Level 9 “Ramp No.” default-off

Sheet 2 (middle)
Level 15 “Station” default-on
Level 16 “Ref. Post” default-off
Level 17 “Mile Post” default-off
Level 18 “Location” default-off
Level 19 “Ramp No.” default-on

Example of Sheet 2 (middle)

Sheet 3 (top)
Level 25 “Station” default-on
Level 26 “Ref. Post” default-off
Level 27 “Mile Post” default-off
Level 28 “Location” default-off
Level 29 “Ramp No.” default-on
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Directory Where The (rea/ed Templaies & Panel Styles are located.

Templates are located in:
GuideSIGN Program templates
C:\Program Files\Transoft Solutions\ GuideSIGN 6,GuideSIGN 7 or GuideSIGN Plus 7 \Contents

GuideSIGN MDT templates
C:\Users\Public\Transoft Solutions\ GuideSIGN 6,GuideSIGN 7 or GuideSIGN Plus 7 \Contents User

(Example) G11-a_Inter Distance Panel Style (GuideSIGN 6)

C:\Public\Transoft Solutions\GuideSIGN 6\Contents\Templates\2009\MDT_Temps\
(Example) N6-3a_Maj County Panel Style (GuideSIGN 6)

C:\Public\Transoft Solutions\GuideSIGN 6\Contents User\Templates\2009\MDT_Temps\

(Example) G11-a_Inter Distance Panel Style (GuideSIGN 7)

C:\Public\Transoft Solutions\GuideSIGN 7\Contents\Design\USA\Templates\2009\MDT_Temps\
(Example) N6-3a_Maj County Panel Style (GuideSIGN 7)

C:\Public\Transoft Solutions\GuideSIGN 7\Contents User\Design\USA\2009\Templates\MDT_Temps\

(Example) G11-a_lnter Distance Panel Style (GuideSIGN 7.1)
C:\Public\Transoft Solutions\GuideSIGN Plus7\Contents\Design\USA\2009\Templates\MDT_Temps\

(Example) N6-3a_Maj County Panel Style (GuideSIGN 7.1)
C:\Public\Transoft Solutions\GuideSIGN Plus 7\Contents User\Design\USA\2009\Templates\MDT_Temps\

Consultant FTP Web Site Download ftp://ftp.mdt.mt.gov/CaddStandards/



ftp://ftp.mdt.mt.gov/CaddStandards/

Loading GuideSIGN in MicroStation
You can load the GuideSIGN program by clicking on the Menu Bar the “Load GuideSIGN” under the Traffic\Traffic
Tools\Load GuideSIGN or the Traffic\Sign Design\Load GuideSIGN in your MicroStation File.

,“ GuidSIGNtestSISDCO01.DGN [2D - V8 DGN] - MicroStation V8i (SELECTseries 2)
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CADD Help
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Load GuidSIGN

GuidSIGNtestSISDCO0LDGN [2D - V8 DGN] - MicroStation V8i (SELECTseries 2)
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File Edit Element Settings Tools Utiities Workspace Applications Window MDT | Traffic | Help
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[Ee-ae § ,

Traffic Tools ¥

= 0~ b = Traffic Macros
J

Sign Design

Load Docuplot
Load DMS
CADD Help

MDT MAIN
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Design Seltings

}| Load GuidSIGN

GuidSIGN - MDT Help

»

MDT MAIN

T
SIGN DESIGN CALCLLATIONS

EPARTAENT OF TRAVSPONTAT OB

You can unload the GuideSIGN program by opening the same boxes and the “Unload GuideSIGN” will appear after you
have loaded the program.

Loading GuideSIGN Manually

You can also load GuideSIGN program manually if you are on a different network:

(24} CountySISDCt-y.DGN [2D - VB DGN] - MicroStation VBi (SELECTseries 2)

Fie Edt Element Settings Tools

ICll View 1, Default [Software Grap

Utiities. | Workspacs
T Keyn
90 Warehouse
Connect Web Browser
HIML Author...
Cell Selector

Image

Render

Augiliary Coordinates
Saved Views

Named Expressions
Named Groups

Design History.
Batch Corverter..
Batch Process.
Standards Checker
Packager..

Archive

Data Cleanup
Dirmensian Audit
License Management.

Mscr »

DL Applcations

Applications  Window 11

Loaded Applications

BCCORCMD
BCGCMDS
BCUICCPRMTZ0
CMILCOORD
CIILDIALOGEXT
CWILIRAPP

Under the Utilities/MDL Applications,
click on the browse button of the MDL
box and choose the gs8i.ma file.
GuideSIGN will now load. You can close
the MDL box now and proceed designing

Available Applications Signs.

Tazk ID

CELLCOUNTER
CELLTOOL
CELLUTIL
DBCHECK.
DEDSPTCH

Filename

CELLCOUNTER #*
CELLTOOL Ma
CELLUTIL A,
dbcheck.ma
dbdzptch.ma

Browse...

W

Application - C:\Program, Files\Transoft Solutions\GuidSIGN 6%

Look in: | (£ GuidSIGN & v reemE &mE
LY Mame Size | Type Date Maodified
I_&g |)Contents File Folder 262013 12:44 PM
My Recent |)Contents User File Folder 4f26/2013 12:44 PM
Dacuments ) Dictionary File Folder 426/2013 12:44 PM
= | Z)Examples File Falder 4126/2013 12:44 PM
L% IIHelp File Folder 6/4/2013 10:17 AM
Diesktop ) Output File Folder 4262013 12:45 PM
|- Sign Data File Folder 262013 12:44 PM
|Z)Street Mame Sign Parameters File Falder 51202013 9:10 AM
| Tutorials File Folder 5/1/2013 2:42 PM
My Documents |2 Tutorials User File Folder 4262013 12:45 PM
I Uninstall File Folder 262013 12:44 PM
X % asti.ma | 35KE  Bentley MDL Applica...  11/22/2012 1:17 PM
_,_‘.'ng .&}ngM.ma 35KE Bentley MOL Applica... 11/22/2012 12:54 PM
-
My Computer Type: Bentley MDL Application
Date Modified: 11/22/2012 1:17 PM
_ Size: 34.0KEB
<
Mypffaeé\é\lsork File name: gsfima hd
Files of type: MDL Applications [*.ma) v




Settings
GuidSIGM

Program
Settings

General
Units: inches
M.U.T.C.D.: 2009 Edition

Program Settings for GuideSIGN

MFEEA G, TS E|l—F

Display Options

Set at Color, Black & White or Outline

1 Program setng;
Select Category: Units Select Category: Display Mode
(General | Select units to match the drawing's units @ Colar
E:g';‘f Options Urits: ) Black and White
Dimensions © Outline
M.U.T.C.D. Edition
Select M.U.T.C.D to match the drawing
[] only use indexed colors in the drawing
GU‘DS'GN [ oK ] [ Cancel ] [ Help ] GU’DS'GN l oK ] [ Cancel ] [ Help

Locks

Auto should be checked for, Auto update

report & Auto place dimensions.

Auto zoom is up to the users preference.
Leave Auto updates panel unchecked for
specific locking in the “Update Existing Panel”

Scale Must Be Set To 1:8

Select Category: Locks Select Category: Dimensions
[¥] Auto update panel General Plot scale 1:ff 8
] Auto update report Display Options Plotted text height: \ 0.300
[¥] Auto place dimensions

Color:  [JBlack/White
Style: |Arrows

[ Auto zoom Dictionary

LBE

Letter positions: | Spaces Between

Dimensions

Plot Scale 1:8

Plotted Text Height
D3 Street Name: .01 to .02
Guide: .02 to .04

Letter positions: Spaces Between

Letter positions should be unchecked.

Units of measure:  [program Unit

Inches display:  |Inches/Tenths

Dimension Sides: D Letter positions
Symbel names

Widths
[ % coordinates

Border specs
Panel style

GUIDSIGN | o || coel | [ nep | GUIDSIGN [ o« | [ cn= | [ reo

o
i Prog etting ! )
Select Category: Place Names | treet Names

General [¥]AASHTO Control Cities -
Display Options [ Alabama F
E?n?;snsmns [C]Alaska =
icti [[arizona 3
Dictionary Pl 1
AASHTO Control Cities & Montana selected. Deselect all others. Contact (Shili
Connecticut
EDEIaware
[CDistrict of Columbia
[C]Florida
[TGeorgia
[CHawaii
[C]1daho
[ lingis
[Clindiana -
GU’DS'GN l OK ] [ Cancel ] l Help ]
Hints

Personal Preference: May want to have selected as you learn to use the program.

If you are using MicroStation, please start it, click on Workspace -> Preferences, select Look and Feel category, and then
on the right hand side please make sure that Single Click is set to Locked, and that Default Tool is set to Selection.

Click “OK” to save the changes. You’re now ready to use GuideSIGN.
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GuideSIGN “STYLE” Lavyouts

Interstate 13.33”> (10”>) Font

Size Size Border _ Margin __ Radius
1’-6"” to 2’-6” 18” to 30” 1” w" 3”
3’-0” to 4’-6” 36” to 54” 2" %" 6”
5’-0” to 6’-6" 60” to 78” p %" 9”
7’-0” & Greater 84” & Greater 2" %" 12”
Interstate 8”< Font

Size Size Border  Margin Radius
1’-6"” to 2’-6” 18” to 30” %" w" 3”
3’-0” to 4’-6” 36” to 54” 1” %" 6”
5’-0” to 6’-6" 60” to 78” 1” %" 9”
7’-0” & Greater 84" & Greater 2" w" 12”
Primary/Secondary 8”< Font

Size Size Border  Margin Radius
1’-6” to 2’-6” 18” to 30” %" %" 3”
3’-0” to 4’-6” 36” to 54” 1” %" 6”
5’-0” to 6’-6" 60” to 78” 1” %" 9”
7’-“0 & Greater 84” & Greater 2" w"” 12”

Black, Blue, Brown & Green Panels. White Text & Borders. No Margins.
Orange, White & Yellow Panels. Black Text & Borders. With %” Margins.

Select Current Panel 5

Panel Style Type: Units: MU T.C.D.:
inches 2008 Edition
Panel Style:

4. 0 Grn-Int_1-6 2-6 8Em |_|
A, 0 Gr-Int_3-0 46 13.3
A, 0 Grn-Int_3-0 4-6 8Em
4, 0Grn-Int_50 6-6 13.3
#, 0 Grn-Int_5-0 6-6 8Em

#. 0 Grn-Int 7-0 Greater 13.3 Sk
Mew... ” Edit... ][ Rename... ” Delete
Information

Interstate (Mixed Case)

Panel Height 1767 (187) to 267 (307), 13.3" Em Font, 27 Border, 3" Radius,

e

O ] [ Cancel

Help

T Edit Panel Style

Panel Information
Panel Style:
0Gm-Int_1-6 2-6 13.3

Units:
inches

M.U.T.C.D.:
2009 Edition

Panel ‘Bordar | Margins | Spadng | Text | Sy'mbolsl

Type: | Guide M

Panel Preview

shape: |RECTANGLE =

Round Lock
width: 38,000 3 =
Height: 18000 & [

L

Border Radius/Sides Calars
Top Legend:  [Jwhite M| ~
e Border:  []White [Ml =

Left Right |
Panel 4 [l Green [MI +
Bottom Panel 3: W Green M~
Panel 2: [l Green M
Panel 1t [l Green M -

Information:

Panel Height 176" (187 to Z-6" (307, 13.3" Em Font, 2°
Border, 3" Radius, Interstate (Mixed Case)

0 Grn-Int_1-6 2-6 8Em.ssi

0 Gra-Int_1-6 2-6 13.3.5si

0 Grn-Int_3-0 4-6 8Em.ssi

0 Grn-Int_3-0 4-613.3.5si

0 Grn-Int_5-0 6-6 8Em.ssi

0 Grn-Int_5-06-613.3.551

0 Gra-Int_7-0 Greater 8Em.ssi
0 Grn-Int_7-0 Greater 13.3.5si
0 Grn-P5_1-6 2-6.xsi

0 Grn-P5_3-0 4-5.zx0

0 Grn-P5_5-0 6-6.551

0 Grn-P5_7-0 Greater.ssi

1 Blk-Int_1-6 2-6 8Em,ssi

1 Blk-Int_1-6 2-613.3.ssi

1 Blk-Int_3-0 4-6 &Em.ssi

1 Blk-Int_3-04-613.3.ssi

1 Blk-Int_5-0 6-6 8Em.ssi

1 Blk-Int_5-06-613.3.ssi

1 Blk-Int_7-0 Greater 8Em.ssi
1 Blk-Int_7-0 Greater 13.3.zsi
1 Blk-P5 1-6 2-6.5si

1 Blk-P5_3-0 4-6.5si

1 Blk-P5_5-0 6-6.ssi

1 Blk-P5_7-0 Greater.ssi

1 Blue-Int_1-6 2-6 8Em.ssi

1 Blue-Int_1-6 2-613 3,551

1 Blue-Int_3-0 4-6 8Em.ssi

1 Blue-Int_3-0 4-613.3.ssi

1 Blue-Int_5-0 G-6 8Em.ssi

1 Blue-Int_5-0 6-613.3.5si

1 Blue-Int_7-0 Greater BEm.zsi
1 Blue-Int_7-0 Greater 13.3.ssi
1 Blue-P5 1-6 2-6.5si

1 Blue-P5_3-0 4-6.5si

1 Blue-P5_5-0 6-6.55i

1 Blue-P5_7-0 Greater.ssi

1 Brw-Int_1-6 2-6 8Em.zsi

1 Brw-Int 1-6 2-613.3.ssi

1 Brw-Int_3-0 4-6 8Em.ssi

1 Brw-Int_3-04-613.3.5si

1 Brw-Int_5-0 6-6 8Em.ss=i

[ OK

) [ cancel

] [ hep
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GuideSIGN “REGULATORY” Style Layouts

REGULATORY STYLES w/o Margins

Panel Text Margin Border *All Borders of 0.438" converted over to 0.375" Border.
Grn/Wht White No Yes Difference is in the # of Rows & Font Size.
Blk/Wht White No Yes 0.375" 1-3 Rows Text
Blue/Wht White No Yes 0.438" 4or>Rows of Text
Brwn/Wht White No Yes
Wht/Red Red No Yes *Exceptions REGULATORY Panel Sections Vertical
REGULATORY STYLES w/Margins Top 9d
Panel Text Margin Border Bot 9e
Orng/Blk Black Yes Yes Mid of
Wht/Blk Black Yes Yes REGULATORY Panel Sections Horizontal
Yel/Blk Black Yes Yes Left 9g
White Yes Yes *Exceptions Right Sh
Wht/Red Red Yes Yes *Exceptions Cntr 9i

Radius Border Margin
2 Reg_ Blk-Wht 6-12 No Margin 1.5 0.375
2 Reg_ Blk-Wht 18-24 No Margin 1.5 0.625

2 Reg_ Blk-Wht No Margin 1.875 0.75
2 Reg_ Blk-Wht No Margin 2.25 0.875

m 2 Reg_ Blk-Wht No Margin 3 1.25

E 2 Reg_ Wht-Blk 6-12 w/Margin 1.5 0.375 0.375

[7,) 2 Reg_ Wht-Blk 6-12- w/Margin 15 0.5 0375 |*

> 2 Reg_ Wht-Blk '18-24 w/Margin 1.5 0.625 0.375

o< 2Reg_ Wht-Blk 30 w/Margin 1.875 0.75 0.5

E 2Reg_ Wht-Blk 36 w/Margin 2.25 0.875 0.625

5 2Reg_ Wht-Blk 8 w/Margin 3 1.25 0.75

8 2 Reg_ Wht-Red 6-12 w/Margin 1.5 0.375 0.375

w 2Reg_ Wht-Red 18-24 w/Margin 1.5 0.625 0.375

3 2 Reg_ Wht-Red 30 w/Margin 1.875 0.75 0.5

o 2Reg_ Wht-Red 36 w/Margin 2.25 0.875 0.625

°<: 2 Reg_ Wht-Red 48 w/Margin 3 1.25 0.75

(=] 2 Reg_ Wht-Red 6-12a No Margin 1.5 0.375

<zz 2 Reg_ Wht-Red 18-24a No Margin 1.5 0.625

"7, 2 Reg_ Wht-Red 30a No Margin 0.875 0.75 -
2 Reg_ Wht-Red 36aa No Margin 1.5 0.75 - *
2 Reg_ Wht-Red 36a No Margin 2.25 0.875
2 Reg_ Wht-Red 42a No Margin 1.875 0.875 - *
2Reg_ Wht-Red 48a No Margin

3 Reg_ Blu-Wht w/Margin
3 Reg_ Blu-Wht w/Margin
3 Reg_ Blu-Wht w/Margin
3 Reg_ Blu-Wht w/Margin
3 Reg_ Blu-Wht w/Margin
3 Reg_ Blu-Wht 6-12a No Margin
ﬂ 3Reg_ Blu-Wht 18-24a No Margin
E 3 Reg_ Blu-Wht 30a No Margin
" 3 Reg_ Blu-Wht 36a No Margin
_q 3 Reg_ Blu-Wht 48a No Margin
E 3Reg_ Brwn-Wht  6-12 No Margin
< 3Reg_ Brwn-Wht  18-24 No Margin
=5 3Reg_ Brwn-Wht 30 No Margin
> 3Reg_Brwn-Wht 36 No Margin
no: 3Reg_ Brwn-Wht 48 No Margin
= 3 Reg_ Grn-Wht No Margin
g 3Reg_ Grn-Wht No Margin
[G] 3Reg_ Grn-Wht No Margin
g 3 Reg_ Grn-Wht No Margin
3 Reg_ Grn-Wht No Margin
8 3 Reg_ Orng-Blk 6-12 w/Margin 1.5 0.375 0.375
E): 3 Reg_ Orng-Blk '18-24 w/Margin 1.5 0.625 0.375
= 3 Reg_ Orng-Blk 30 w/Margin 1.875 0.75 0.5
8 3 Reg_ Orng-Blk 36 w/Margin 2.25 0.875 0.625
3 Reg_ Orng-Blk a8 w/Margin 3 1.25 0.75
3 Reg_ Yel-Blk 6-12 w/Margin 1.5 0.375 0.375
3 Reg_ Yel-Blk 18-24 w/Margin 1.5 0.625 0.375
3 Reg_ Yel-Blk 30 w/Margin 1.875 0.75 0.5
3 Reg_ Yel-Blk 36 w/Margin 2.25 0.875 0.625
3 Reg_ Yel-Blk 8 w/Margin 3 1.25 0.75
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PLACING A SIGN

Panel Place
Plot Scale 1:8 Styles New
Plotted Text Height .01 to .2+

GuidSIGN

RANSERA GRS ®4@m—&EaE 20
AN

Create from Update
Template Existing

There are2 ways to start.
1: Using a blank panel (the “Place New” Panel will open up to whatever “Panel Styles” is set at.
2: Using a Template (GuideSIGN Templates & MDT Templates)

Go to: “Panel Styles” to select what type of Sign you are creating or pick “Create from Template”.
Select the Panel Style or Template you are going to work with (guide, street name, etc.).

con=conventional (Primary/Secondary)
exp=express (4 Lane non-Inter.)
fwy=freeway (Interstate)

Place the New panel or template into the sign working area when using the 25 sheet Sign Design Calc sheet.
The panel should be centered on the Center Alignment Dot. This will place the sheets & the reports in the
same alignment with the 25 sheet Sign Design Calc sheets. If the alignment of the report is off, just align the
Sign Sheet Frame center dot with the 25 sheet Sign Design Calc sheet Sign Sheet Frame center dot. Proceed
with the sign design.

< .
\ Sign Working

Area

Sign Sheet




PLACE ROUTE SHIELD or PLACE STANDARD SIGN

Place Route Shield

GuidSIGN
RENSEEA LS4 @m—EE PO
N\

Place Standard Sign

The Place Standard Sign icon is used for placing typical signs in your plan sheets or layouts. These cells will not
place within a Sign Panel and is not recognized as panel objects.

The Place Route Shield is for placing typical Shields within a Sign Panel. The Standard Sign cells are also placed
in this Icon for placement of the standard signs in a panel itself. The program will now recognize them as panel
objects (see below) although it is under Route Shields and not Standard Signs.

Eu-.zslsucwumlu[zu-vaDum-wmww.gglzcm.msx _— .. & e T o[ O |
Fle Edt Elemert Seltngs Tools Utidies Wiokspace Window MDT T Hep |- frone'~ |[G5COLORFILL 0o =-Z0~-=0-8o-&o -~ 1Tl AR e Qe

D8 -EB-A-Z2-0-F -0 qUa R [EEFAEEA~FH 94 Om -GN REZO

Tasks

= View 1, Inches Only = | %

PLACING A STANDARD SIGN -7-{.

NOT RECOGNIZED AS PANEL OBJECT!

PLACING A ROUTE SHIELD

IS RECOGNIZED AS PANEL OBJECT!

~@ v AR HE EFIEECE
© - M - [ inchen oriyviewn v 51 [1]2]2]4[5]s]7[e] - X
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PLACING A DRAWING SHEET

You only need to place a drawing sheet when doing a single sign design. It only places a
sheet when you’ve created a panel or sign to start. This feature could also be used to
place a sheet directly into a detail sheet or other MicroStation file for special projects,
reports, etc. This in turn will have to be fenced and plotted.

Click on the Sign Design that’s just been created with the Place Drawing Sheet tool in the GS tool bar. Pick the
MDT Sheet you wish to use. The MDT Std. 7 line & 13 Line will become the standard with room for more updates
in the future. The old style 4 & 6 sheets are included for familiar usage as most features are from these styles
out of the older 25 sheet format but will be deleted in the near future.

-
A place Drawing Sheet -

4, 8.5X11LANDSCAPE
£, Std Horiz

A, MDT 4Line

A, MDT 6 Line

£

A, MDT 5td 7 Line 27
A MDT 5td 13 Line

A MDT 4 Line old

Make sure the Plot Scale is set!

Plot Scale 1:8

Plotted Text Height: 0.039

The Sign Design Sheet will appear with
your sign in the sign working area.

Flotscale 1: | §

Drawing sheet text height: 0,039 inches

| OK || Cancel || Help |

This scale is used because the 25 sheet format uses this feature for referencing in the 25 sign designs from the
sign working areas to the sign sheet frames, and the many sign sizes which would be necessary to fit the
sheets for standard printing. Reference the Sign Design in the Sign Working Area to the Sign Sheet Frame
(Working Area). This way changes can be made in the future. If you scale the sign design to the Calc Sheet, you
will have to start over to modify the sign design.

Working Area Sign

=

o
i
it A g e

REFERENCE WO[T{glNG AREA SIGN -
SIGN DESIGN SHEET -, o

ONTANA SIGN D CALCULATIC

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTAT ION

SIGN MAME:

DESIGHE D=
CHECKED!




PLACING A REPORT
& Modifying the Report display

So far we have the dimension tool for the widths between words & symbols. We have to place the dimension within
the Calc sheet for the sign makers. Margin widths for the LINE’s have to be inserted manually if needed (More than 1
Line). The dimension tool can be used for this instead and more dimensions can also be shown this way.

“When placing the report, choose the style you're

working with and click on the Sign you’ve just created. 4.4 5hest Layout
. . . - i
(The same as placing a work sheet [7Line or 13 Line]). prtdinbis
MOT 5td 7 Line
23
The Letter positions: are set at “Spaces Between” « MDT Std 7 Line 27

The Inches display: are set at “Inches/Tenths” AMDT Std 13 Line

origin 4 sheet

*Note: For Consultants & Updates to the GuideSIGN
program the reports.cel is Iocated in Plot scale 1: & Letter positions: |Spaces Betwee 'l
Caddstd\WORKGROUP\SISTD\GuideSIGN\reports.cel Repart textheights 0.033  inches  Inches dipiayi [Inches/Tenths v

oK l | Cancel | | Help |

Make sure the Plot Scale and the Plotted Text Height are set!
Plot Scale 1:8
Plotted Text Height 0.039

Information that isn’t placed in the the “Report” automatically
is in Yellow Text for easier identification.
The other pertinent information the Sign Designer needs to insert such as
Project Information, Sien Name, Alum Sht/Inc, Designer/Checker & Dates,
Reduction & Margins if Dimensions aren’t used.

Dimensions Example Using
WONTANA

MicroStation Dimensioning Tool

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTAT ION PROJ. TITLE

quida_fwy_odvonca_n. ssl N
ro In Inches, tentha | 010N NAME: Alum incr[]

SIGN NUMBER G5-42 | DESIGNED:

WIDTH x HGHT CHECKED: DATE=

MARGIN V- S YMBOL ROT| X | ¥
BORDER WIDTH .
CORNER RADIUS

50. FEET

MOUNTING

TYPEL R
BACKGROUND
COLOR:

TYPE
LEGEND/BORDER
COLORe
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REFLECTIVE SHEET MATERIAL

MDT uses the following reflective material for sign sheeting.

Reflective — IV (Guide, Regulatory, Street Names, etc.)

High Intensity — IX (OH, Horizontal Alignment Signs & Plaques, & Schools)
High Intensity — IX FY (Florescent Yellow for Horizontal Alignment Signs & Plaques

High Intensity — IX FYG (Florescent Yellow-Green

For Reflective Sheeting & Increment Sheeting, MDT uses
the following:

Reflective: MDT Reflective Sheeting IV

for Schools)

Place Mew Panel

Panel Information

Panel Style:
GE-1a

Name/Qty:
Station(s):

name

none

Units:
inches

1

M.ULT.C.D.:
2003 Edition

Chanage...

Reflective: MDT Reflective Sheeting IX Horizontal Signing.
Non-Reflective: (Black)
High Intensity: MDT Reflective Sheeting IX for School.

Mourting: |Owerhead -

Reflective

Panel:

The Report can be manipulated with the text tool. However, this
will revert back to the default setting when up-dating the Report.

W8-12¢
5'-5" x §'-5°
0"
o
0"
29.2 Sq.Ft.
Ground
TvPE: Reflective 1V

BACKGROUND
coLor:| Blue

Width: 4z
Height: 18.00 6

Rounded Corners -
Mo dividers -
Squared Dividers -

| |

Button Copy

Mon-reflective Panel Anchaor
Matt

High Intensity

i 2
SIGN NUMBER
WIDTH x HGHT,
MARGIN
BORDER WIDTH
CORNER RADIUS
50. FEET
MOUNTING

Add

“Wv”, “IX”, “IXFY” or
“IXFYG” to the [
Report to reflect the ~

MDT Reflective Sheeting Material Type.

Advanced...
| |

Ok Cancel Help |

TYPEe| Reflective |V
ND/BORDER
LEGEND Bocg.Eun: Black /Black

Symbol Placement
When placing Symbols, the sizing is based on manual overrides for the largest dimension required.
Examples below show for a 24” Panel. They Symbol itself is 6” less than the Panel Size.
A 24” Panel will use a 18” Symbol as the largest measurement between Width & Height.

] Symbol Parameters lﬁ I"“'J'—w _ e Symbol Parameters & lﬁ o Ploce Objc
Snap Manual spacing Snap Manual spacing
. off Horizontal: X i off Horizontal:
Panel Information To objects Verticals 24” _ 18” Panel Information To objects Vertical
Panel Style: Units:  M.U.T.C.D.: r g:n'z:"s Panel Style: Units:  M.U.T.C.D.: r ot
G58_rb inches 2009 Edition Point to point 3 0” 2 4” G56_rb inches 2003 Edition Paint to point
Width: Set 36" _ 30” Width: 18,000 @ Set
Height: 18,000 @ Set Height: Set
Color:  [Jwhite 4 2" 3 6” Color:  [Jwhite
| Manual override V| Manual override O AN
OK ] | Cancel | | Help OK ] | Cancel | | Help
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GuideSIGN Reference & Seed File Issues

Under C:\Program Files\Transoft Solutions\GuideSIGN 6, 7 or Pro 7 you can run gsconfig.exe,
which will open the GuideSIGN configuration utility. Under here you can see what the full path
for User Contents is on your machine. Once | corrected the user contents and contents paths
and restarted the GuideSIGN program in MicroStation, the reports generated correctly at the
correct scale, refer to the GuideSIGN Setup & Troubleshooting. This utility requires
administrative permission to log in for MDT users since the State operates on a network server.

-18 -



GuideSIGN MDT V8i III
Setup & Troubleshooting

*ﬂ@": (

EXT RIGHT

Updated 1/28/2020
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In your dgn file if you are using custom sub units:

Category B odify Warking Linit S ettings
Active Anghe Linear Units
- oK
oS S -
:;'; = Readout aster Uit [Feet = sbet [Tt Cancal
Color Sub Urit: |Custorn =]  Labet [tn )
Element Atributes Accuracy _0.123 s
Fence LCustom
Gnd
|sometric -
L ocks Advanced S.Blinps ;
Snaps Rezolutior: 1000 per Distance Foot
Steeam Workng Area: 1. 70531E+009 Miles
Wiews Sobds Area 813,441 Miles
\wWorking Lnits Salids Accuracy:  4.294597E-005 Fest E dit
Focus Item D escrption
|D efine custom unitz

This is a very low resolution:

Design File Settings

Define Custom Units

Mastes Unit Definition

.l
L nit; Label;
[Feet =l In

— Sub Unit D efinition
' Use Standard Unit
@ Define Custom Uit
Howr Mary: Laba|: Hiow Mary: Urat
1.00000000 In = [ 010000000 lInches =l
Cancel

Please note that for Imperial units, we do
recommend using feet and inches, and it is
recommended that Resolution is at least

Cancel

&

Category Modify Working Urit Settings
Active Angle Linear Units
ActiveHSC-ale Format MU vl
i role Readout Master Unit: [Feel =] Labet [0
Color Sub Urit: ICuslum 'I'I Label |tn
Element Attributes Accuracy 0123 >
Fence Custom I
Gnd ]
|sometric finere
Lock fm
';:.pz Fesolution: 1000 per Distance Foot ]
Staam Working Area:  1.70591E+009 Miles
Wiewes Solids srea 813 441 Miles
working Units Saolids Accuracy:  4.29497E -005 Feet Edit I
Focus Itam Description
Select categony to wiew.

12000 per foot. If you prefer to use tenths
as custom units, we would recommend that
you adjust the resolution in that case to at
least 12000 per foot.

However, please note that if you are going
to change the resolution in your drawing,
then the objects that are already placed in
that drawing will become out scale, so we
recommend creating a new file which will
have the updated resolution, and perhaps
you can use it as a seed file when using
GuideSIGN.

= GuidSIGN 6.1 Configuration Utility

Please enter the location of the License Server:
(This must be a valid host name or IP address)

#1- What happened to the Contents User folder? This was
handy as we could update everyone in the Contents folder
for our MDT Standards and they would have their personal
library for the oddball stuff they’re working on.

Answer:

Contents folder on Windows 7 machines is by default installed
to:

C:\Users\Public\Transoft Solutions\GuideSIGN 6,GuideSIGN 7
or GuideSIGN Plus 7\Contents User

License Server
Host: | SERVERNAME

Port: | 27099

Please enter valid full program paths:

Required Folders
Program Files: | C:\Program Files{Transoft Solutions

Workstation: | C:\Users\Public\Transoft Solutions),

Customizable Workstation Folders

Contents: | <default>

r User Contents: | C:\Users\Public\Transoft Solutions)

If you are not sure where Contents User is on your machine,

User Sheets:

User Reports:

<default>
<default>

please browse to:
C:\Users\Public\Transoft Solutions\ GuideSIGN 6,GuideSIGN 7
or GuideSIGN Plus 7

In there you will be able to run gsconfig.exe which will open
GuideSIGN configuration utility and you will be able to see what
is the full path for User Contents on your machine:

-20-

User Tutorials:

Dictionary: WSERVERMNAME \GuidSIGN 6 Shared
GSLevels:
Output:

Sign Data:

WSERVERMAME\GuidSIGN & Shared
<default>
<default>
<default>

aaaaaaiaa

-

) ( J [ J [

Reset ]

Cancel Report Help ]




#2- Is there a code to list the Square Feet total?
Answer:

Yes, you can get the square feet total if for example you have a custom report which is using Area tag: $area
Or, if you click on Export Sign Data:

%[&.

[EXIT

-

T

<T@ ) [k s

% TN T I o L e S o

gl 2 Create Sign Library

- le - L= =) - - L -~ 2

£ Tasks ] = ‘-')v" | AR RQIREHSO <Y 3 ExportSignData |}
[~ 4 OpenExchange File

DBTSEEE K 8- X MONTANA DEPARTMEEIE s

I L 3( _j,,_ b — Open as ToolBox
b |

1l OF TRANSPORTATI

x

And then click on Area and click on Add.

Available Data Fields: |Jser Data Fields;
If you then click ok and click on the sign, GuideSIGN will create a text Eg‘:le 2 [
file which will have the same name as the drawing file you are using, Date Height
and the text file will be saved in Sign Data folder. Default location on Narne Panel Material

. . Skation Legend Material

Windows 7 for that folder is: width Maunting
C:\Users\Public\Transoft Solutions\ GuideSIGN 6,GuideSIGN 7 or ;ilei-;ht %
GuideSIGN Plus 7\Sign Data A

ares

Cuankity

Maounting

Panel Material ;I

Add - | Remove |
oK I Cancel | Help |

#3- Panel Widths add a waste factor which we don’t use. Our panels are pre-cut. Is there a way to lock these
widths x height panels without any waste factors?

Answer:

If you would like to lock width and/or height of a new panel,

then when you click on Place New Panel, please note hat you k|
can remove the rounding factor and set it to 0 for example, and ~Panel Information

you can check the Lock option for the width and/or height: Panel Style: Uni=s LU T. G0 i el |

test_FL inches 2009 Edition

Name/Qty: | TS [1
. . Station(s): fnone
Also, if you create a custom panel (in Panel Styles -> New), Mounting: [overesd =]

a Y

you can preset the new panel style to have a specific locked : [Reflective =]
width and height by default. e ki S >
Panel: |Reflective et
Or, if you would like to lock width and/or height of a panel that _ CETEE ] (L fRloLts
is already placed, you can click on Update Existing Panel, click wfdth: | 120.00 ,IE'— - L
on the panel, and then you will be able to set the rounding and Height: [72.00 fe ® o =
lock factor. |R0unded Corners  ¥| ® o @
|Ncn dividers LI

ISquared Dividers Ll Advanced... |
i oK I Cancel [ Help |
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x|| Forexample, in this example | have set the width to be 82"
and height to be 36”:

r~ Panel Information

:::elj;:llﬂe_:street :::::;s :Io;lgTE:Ei,., Change:: | When placing or updating a panel, if you click on Advanced:
Name/Qty: | 3-2 (3 Lines) | 1 x|
Station{s): |nane  Panel Information
Mounting: [Overhead El Panel Style: Units:  M.U.T.C.D.: change. ..
I eoeret |Reﬂectw3 Ll test_FL inches 2009 Edition
S e — vamejcry: [BEE |1
k Panel Anchor - Station(s): Innne
width: | 52.00 0 v ® ® @ Mounting: [Overhead ~|
Height: W IEI_ v o - Legend: IReffer_tive LI
|Rounded Corners ;I sl ol & Panel: IReffective .:]
Round Lock Panel Anchor

Width: | 120,00 |6 ] | i X £
[~ Update Panel Data Only Advanced... |

Height: | 72.00 |6 L ‘- ' '
| o I ol | s I IRounded Corners E‘

® o =
|Nr:| dividers LI L
x| You will be able to |Squared Dividers 7] [ Advanced... |
Shift Margin specify Construction
olele Materials, and if you ok | concel | Help |
o o8 want to apply them
roeor

vertically or horizontally.

- Construction Materials

For example in this case | have selected default widths of 36, 24 and 18 and applied

widths: [3e To apply: them vertically:

24 Yertical j

i~ Available Panel Sizes

s i e <= Street Name

o E— 5D Street Name =»

Statian 3: 12.3"7 NEXT SIGNAL

Station 4:
Station 5:

a4 I Cancel | Help |

Street Name =p
NEXT | SIGNAL




.E{] Update Existing Panel - Ad

r— shift Margin

- Construction Matkerials

x|| Or let's say that | want to have uniform material width of 24”, and then | could
set it up like this:

Wfidthis: | >4 To apply:
I 24 I\.l'ertical j
24

#Available Panel Sizes

~Stations
Skation 1:
Skation 2:
Skation 3
Skation 4:
Skation S

[ x|

Cancel

If you are using

MicroStation, please start it, click on Workspace -> Preferences, select Look and Feel category, and then on the right
hand side please make sure that Single Click is set to Locked, and that Default Tool is set to Selection.

And when applied, | would see that | need 4 sheets:

Click ok to save the change, and then load and try using GuideSIGN.

Category
Database
Iriput

Mouse Wheel
Operation
Paszition Mapping
R aster Manager
Feference
Speling

Tags

Task Navigation
Text

iew Options

Mame for preferences | Default Preferences

Highlight:
Layout:

Tool Size:
View Tool Size:

Dialog Font

1037

a7

Locked

Selection

Gray

Regular

Mediurn (24 x 24)

Small (16 x 16)

Microsoft Sans Serif,

Auto-Focus Tool Settings YWindow
Borderless lcons

Increase contrast of icon edges
Uze Windows File Open Dialogs

Focus Item Description

-
-
-
-
-
-

9

Font... |

Tiansparent dialogs become opaque when receiving focus
All modeless dislogs use same transparency

I

Cancel

Defaults |

Select default command [none., select).
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Q1: Is there a reason why when using the “move single object” on an arrow/shield that it won’t pick up a text
string to align off of.

A1. | am not sure which problem you are referring to. However, if you have a object that you want to move, it might be
easier to use Move Multiple Objects tool. That will allow you to click on the object you want to move, for example arrow,
then you can click outside of the panel to confirm your selection, and then click on the object(s) you want to align your
arrow to, and again click outside of the panel to confirm the selection. You will then be able to move your arrow and align
it to the selected objects.

Q2: On placing a divider line, is there a tool to set the line to stay where | want it. When | created a panel style as
you see below, the line moves instead of staying centered in the panel.

A2. In GuideSIGN, if you click on Program Settings -> Locks, please note that if you do not want panel to auto update you
should uncheck the first option which is “Auto update panel”. Our suggestion for your question is to create a panel, and
when you are done before you place the line, please turn off auto update panel option, and then place the line.

Or, keep the auto update panel off at the beginning, and then place a panel with fixed width and height and position your
objects, lines, etc, exactly where you want, and panel will not resize or update.

Reflective Sheeting

When you start GuideSIGN and click on Place New Panel for example, then when Place New Panel dialog box is

displayed, and in there you can select Legend and Panel =

material type:
Panel Information

Legend OptiOHS are: Panel Style: Units: M.U.T.C.D.: Change... [

Reflective guide_exp_advance_a inches 2009 Edition
Button Copy MamefOty

Non-reflective Station(s):

Matt

Mounting:
High Intensity

Legend:

Panel: |Reflective e I

Panel options are:
Reflective Round Lock Panel Anchor
Non-reflective Width: | 120.00 I& - - " "
Matt Height: | 72.00 |6 . ' O —
ngh Intensity |Rounded Corners ;I . ' ‘-

|N|:| dividers ;l
At the momer\t these opti_ons are hard coded and cannot be [Squared Dividers =] Bcvarcad s
changed. | will create an improvement request to allow users to
add their own material types for these two options, however, | OK | Cancel | Help |

that will be addressed in a future version of GuideSIGN.

Currently, if you select a Legend and or Panel material type, then when you later place a sheet and report, you will see
that info in the placed report, for example:

The only workaround at this time is to drop the complex status of the report and to edit the text using MicroStation text
tools.

If you do change the report manually, that does not affect the
Export Sign to Cutter, since that function is only using the
panel itself, not the report or the sheet.
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Creating 2 Color Panels using 2 separate panels.

1. Start GuideSIGN and click on Panel Styles. Select for example the following panel style: guide_exp_next_x_exists

Panel Style Type: Units: M.U.T.C.D.:
Signs - inches 2009 Edition

Panel Style:

. m _exp_next_x_exits -

guide_exp_OH_APL
guide_exp_overhead
guide_exp_pull-thru
guide_exp_recreational
guide_exp_reference
quide exp rest-scenic

Information

Use to identify the next two or three interchanges, M.U.T.C.D. 2009; Chapter
2E, Section 2E.39, Table 2E-3. Names 10.67", NEXT X EXITS 8, Numeral 12”

click on the option New.

test_green:

£ New Panel Style

Panel Style Name (no extension):  Units:

While you have that panel style selected, in the same dialog box

Enter the new panel style name, for example | have entered

M.U.T.C.D.:

test_green [inch

1 +|[2009 Edition  + |

[ o

J [ Cancel

J |

Help ]

When you click ok, you will then be able to see the following dialog
box in which please uncheck the corner checkboxes for the bottom
side of the panel. That will cause that bottom side of the panel will

[ ok || concal || heb |

have square corners and the top side will have rounded corners.

Also, you could adjust the width and height. For example | have selected in this case width to be 200 (and it is locked),

and height is 32.

Panel Information
Panel Style:
test_green

M.U.T.C.D.:

inches 2009 Edition

Panel | Border | Margins | Spacing | Text | symbols

Types [m Panel Preview
Shape: |RECTANGLE v

Round Lock
Width: 200,000 & ¥

Height: 32000 &

Mo dividers -
Border Radius/Sides Colors
Top
v & #
Left [V

Legend:

[Jwhite (ML
Owhite ML ~
BWGreen M
W Green M«
W Green M -
W Green M ~

Border:
Panel 4:
Panel 3:
Panel 2:

Panel 1:

Information:

Mo description

At this point you could go into the tabs options and adjust border, margins,
spacing, etc, but for now | will leave everything as is, and just click on ok

to create this new panel style.

2. While you still have Select Current Panel Style dialog box open, if you
have selected test_green, we will now create a blue portion of your panel.
So when you select test_green, please click on New.

Panel Style Type: Units; M.UT.C.D.:
Signs - inches 2009 Edition
Panel Style:

Street Name 8-6in no border

Street Name 12-9in no border_Overhead

Street Name 12-9in_Overhead

warning

warning_Rectangular
[ new.. | edt.. |[Rename..|[ Deete |
Information

Mo desaription

[ ok [ conced | bep |

Click ok to save the change.

1 New Panel Style

Panel Style Name (no extension):  Units:

M.U.T.C.D.:

Enter the new panel style name
to be for example test_blue and
click ok:

When you click ok, you will then
be able to see the following
dialog box in which please
uncheck all three checkboxes
for the top side of the panel.
That will cause that top side of
the panel will have square
corners and no border.

Also, for the Panel 1, please
change the color to be blue.

And adjust the Width
and Height
accordingly (in this
case | have locked

test_blue [inches

~ | 2009 Edition |

the width to be the

same as the green

[ o

J |

Hep | I panel, and made

] [ Cancel

| width to be 50).
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The only other thing that | have changed was on the Symbols tab, | have adjusted Symbol Height to be 2x max text

height.

(Again, if need be, at this point you can adjust settings for borders, margins, etc, but for now | am not going to go into

those settings.)

ST Edit Panel Style el 3. Next, you can select for _ - Place New Panel =)
a— example test_green, and click ]
. . Panel Information
Panel Information on Place New Panel and in the Pand! Styie: Units: M.UT.C.D.
Panel Style: Units: MU.T.CD.: dlalog box that will be dISplayed test_green inches 2009 Edition
test_blue inches 2009 Edition H :
you could further adjust Width Name/Oty: mame ;
Panel | Border | Margins | Spacing | Text | Symbols and Height if need be. | have left Staton(s): none
Type: | Guid "l Panel Preview it as-is: Mounting: | Overhead - :
ype: | Guide Legend: |Reflective A
Shape: | RECTANGLE vl Panel: | Reflective -
Round Lock _ Round Lock Panel Anchor
Width: 200,000 & 7 width: 20000 6 v
Height: so.000 6 Height: 32.00 &
No dividers - Rounded Corners -
- Mo dividers -
RadissS Colars Squared Dividers - Advanced. ..
Ti end: b
o Legend: [dwhite M. - | oK | | Cancel | | Help |
Border: White ML
Left J| Right CJvinite 4.~
== 7 Panel 4: .Green M - . .
_— 4. After that when you click ok and when panel is placed, you can place
Bottom % MGreenM ~ the text and the arrow, and will see for example this:
Panel 2: .Green M -
Panel 1:  [lSlue M1 ~
Information:
Mo desaription
OK | Cancel Help

5. Next, please go to Panel Styles and select test_blue, click ok, and then click on Place New Panel and again if need be
adjust the Width and Height. | did not change anything and this is what | got:

153 ptace New Pancl SRR oo |

Panel Information
Panel Style:
test_blue

Mame/Qty: | e 1

Station(s): naone
Mounting: Chrerlmead—v -
Legend: |Reflective hd
Panel: |Reflective -

Round Lock
Width: 200,00 [ v
Height: 50,00 [

Rounded Corners hd
N dividers -
Squared Dividers -

[ o

When you click ok, place that panel anywhere in the drawing, since we will

place all the symbols first, and then we will move it at the end to snap to the
. green panel. For example, for now | have placed it like this:
inches

M.U.T.C.D.:
Change...
2009 Edition I—g/

Panel Anchor

Advanced...

] | Cancel | | Help




6. Then you can use Place Symbol and place desired symbols in the blue panel. For example after placing a few | had
this:

)
T
1

Panel &
Wl T.0.

7. After that, if you click on Move Single Object and click on the blue panel, then as you move your mouse pointer closer
to the green panel, you will see that blue panel will snap into place, and when you left click you will have something like
this:

Fane | le: test_green.ssi
M.l T. EdTticn

Panel 4§
Mol T.

You will then be able to place a drawing sheet and a report.
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How Border Radius is Calculated

If | select any of your custom panel styles, click on Edit and go to Border tab | see the following settings:

Farne
BORDER M. U.

In your drawing you have placed
brown and blue panels and here is the
simplified display:

So, if we start with the brown panel,
that panel has width of 12’-6” and
height of 1’-9”.

If you look at the top screen cap it is
saying that “Min panel dimension”
should be multiplied with 0.125 and
the result will be rounded to the
nearest 1.000.

So in brown panel case, height is the
smaller value and that means that 1’-
9” will be converted to inches (21”)
and then that value will be multiplied
with 0.125 which will give you
21*0125=20.875, and then that value
will be rounded to the nearest round

number which is 3”.

As for the blue panel, width is 12’-6”, and height is 2’-3".
In this case again, height is the smaller number so 2’-3” is converted to _
inches and you will get 277, then multiply that with 0.125 and you will —— Wlma“m _
get 3.375, and then round it to the nearest full number which is 4”. Panel Styte: dnis: MUT.CO0:
1522-Series_Bot_Maj inches 2009 Edition
Panel | Border |Margins | Spacing | Text | Symbols
Border Radius
Minpanel dimx 0,125  oundto Lo @ Calc
00
- - Tomaximumof: 12,000 nearest Fix
Panel | Border | Margins | Spacng | Text | Symbols
| Border Thickness
Border Radus I Max text stroke x 1,000 round tto 0.25 @ Calc
| = To maximum of: 2,000 neares Fix
Mnpaneldmx 0.125 ,ondto = @ Cak
e 2.000 nearest 1.000 Eix Border Inset From Panel Edge
To mavimum of: 1oW " Border thickness x 0,000 9 Calc
Fix

Miscellaneous Notes:
Please note that symbols in GuideSIGN are by default black and white, and that is hardcoded.

If you need to have a symbol that is using a different color, please note that you would need to put it in the route shield
library, and place it as a route shield.

At this time GuideSIGN only displays 1 decimal place by default, and since that is hardcoded there is no option to change
that setting at the moment.

One option that you could use right now is this.

If you click on Program Settings -> Dimensions at the moment (based on your screen cap) you have selected Units of
Measure to be Program Unit.

For example on my end | have placed a sign and dimensioned it using that same setting and | see this:

e
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. Program Settings

Select Category: Dimensions

General Plot scale 1
Display Options
Locks

15" §
4.5 P Dictanary Color;  [white [MUTCD]
” i Hints Style: | Arrows
- Licensing ) —_—
5 L Contact Letter positions: | Coords Panel
JL Nw ST ksl | Units of measure: | Program Unit
1 = ] l E +
e 3o 1.0

Plotted text height:  0.100

Inches dsplay: | InchesTenths

Dimension Sides: Letter positions

J Symbol names
\Widths
X coordinates
| Border specs
o | Panel style

GU’DS'G" Cancel Help

T

If in Program Settings -> Dimensions | then change Units of Measure to be Sub Unit, and | then click on Place Dimensions
again, then as you can see my sign is dimensioned in inches in this case and | can see 2 decimal places.

Select Category: Dimensions

General Flot scale 1:
Display Options i )
Lodks Plotted text height:

Color: White [MUTCD]
Dichionary I white (MUTCD]

Hints Style: | Amrows
Licensing

Contact Letter postions: | CoordsPanel

l Units of measure: | Sub Uinit

Inches display: | Inches|Tenths

Dimension Sdes: Letter pasitions

4 Symibol names
Widths
X coordinates
V| Border specs
7| Panel style

GUIDSIGN e

Changing order of display (bringing an object forward or back)
When you have a guide sign for example with the text that is showing behind the sign and you want to bring it forward
from the panel:

Select the text that needs to be highlighted
Open Key-in Browser (help, key-in browser
Type in: WSET ADD

Press enter key

Select desired text again

Type in WSET DROP

oukwWwNE
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The “Contents User” Folder is located on the Main Server under
\Common\GuideSIGN\ GuideSIGN 6 or GuideSIGN Plus 7

BIER-|

File Home Share View

x U s Cut |
W] Copy path v
Pinto Quick Copy Paste - Move Copy
access [i] Paste shortcut to ta

Clipboard

« v [« dev >

X =f

Delete Rename MNew
folder

New item ~ B Open
-
ﬂ Easy access + Edit
Properties

COrganize New Open

Helena » CaddStandards » Bentley » OpenRoads » WORKGROUP > SISTD » GuideSIGN

-~

I? Network Mame Date medified Type Size

Estate GuideSIGM 6 50 AM  File folder

10/ 5:32PM  File folder

o mdt
dev
AppData
AppUpload
Billings
Butte
CaddPrj
Glendive
GreatFal Is%
Helena
# CaddStandards
Autodesk
Bentley
Geopak %
OpenRoads
data
OPEMROADS
SEED
WORKGROUP
BRSTD
ELSTD
GTSTD
HYSTD

DETAILS
GuideSIGN
GuideSIGM &

MDT_Std
STDDET

v £ >

2 items

% History

HH setect an

1o Select none
E‘E‘ Invert selection
Select

v @ Search GuideSIGN 2

Select a file to preview.

Copy the “Contents User” folder

(Right Click on the folder, click “Copy” or “Ctrl-C” for copy)
from \Common\GuideSIGN\ GuideSIGN 6 or GuideSIGN Plus 7
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NEXT STEP to Your Personal Harddrive:
The “Contents User” Folder on your hard drive is located under
C:\Users\Public\Transoft Solutions\GuideSIGN 6, 7 or Plus 7\

File Edit View Tools Help
Organize « = Open Include in library = Share with « Burn MNew folder = -« [0 @
-
4 1M Computer e Mame
4 &, Local Disk (C3) Arrowe
.. BentleyDownloads -
N S .. Expanels
P i Intel b Reports
N - 7 . Sheets
. DO | Shields
)
. Signs
b} MDTAPPS :
. Styles
[ J MOTDATA L
N et . Symbols |
. Oracle
: — . Templates
P p
| PerfLogs RIER-|
[ | Program Files File Home Share View ) 0
P i Program Files (x£6) P [] %o Moveto | 3¢ Deete - HR selectan
4 | Users s Copy path ) - 10 Select none
Pinto Quick Copy Paste _ Copy te ename M Properti _
. dori ma:ces:“c e : [7] Paste shorteut S LG fo|ed":r ropf e |j|:“ln\rertselect|on
ki MOT5401 Clipboard Organize Mew Open Select
. PatL “ v 4 <« Users » Public » Transoft Solutions » v O Search Transoft Solutions @
4 | Public v Public *  Name Date modified Type Size
. Public Decuments > Ly appdata GuideSIGN 7 1/8/2020 11:10AM  File folder
" Public Downloads > CyberLink GuideSIGN Plus 7 1/8/2020 11:31 AM  File folder
[ Public Music > Public Documents
k
» || Public Pictures Public Downloads
. Public Musi
[ 1. Public Recorded TV Holte Musie
R > Public Pictures
> Ju Public Videos
. Public Videos
4 | Transoft Solutions .
v Transoft Solutions
" GuidsIGN & 5 || GuideSIGN 7
\’ | ContentsUser J 5 || GuideSIGN Plus 7 |- N
BT Bt
- 2 items E
. Examples
. Help
. Output
./ Sign Data

.| Street Mame Sign Parameters

. Tutorials

. Tutorials User

1

Paste the “Contents User” folder

(Right Click on the space in the folder, click “Paste” or “Ctrl-V” for paste)
to C:\Users\Public\Transoft Solutions\GuideSIGN 6, 7 or Plus 7\

The GuideSIGN folder contains the different Models used for the GuideSIGN program.
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File Edit View Tools Help

Organize - Include in library - Share with =

Burn

T )

1 % Transoft Solutions » GuidSIGN & » Contents User » - H Search Contents User Lo

Mew folder

4 | GuidSIGN &

Fy

Mame

. Contents User

[
= 1 Dictionary

. Examples

Help

. Output

| Sign Data

. Street Name Sign Parameters

| Tutorials

)
)
)
k
!
)
)
)

. Tutorials User
. scott MDTHGQ
L teresa
g Ud4044

File Home Share View o B
S Ill L3 L =
* _J D tha & Move to ¥ Delete g = BH
e - -.J.-
Finto Quick Copy Paste 5] Copy to =1 Raname Mew Froperties Select
access [z] - 3 folder - 45 -
Clipboard Organize Mew Open
“— v A <« Design » USA » 2009 » w | [ Search 2009 2
Public Pictures ~ Mame Date modified Type
Public Videos Expanels  1/2/202011:31 AM  File folder
< Transoft Selutions - Shields  1/8/2020 11:37 AM  File folder
GuideSIGN 7 Signs 1/8/2020 11:37 AM  File folder
GuideSIGN Plus 7 Styles 1/13/2020 11:58 AM  File folder
Contents User Symbols  1/8/202011:37 AM  File folder
_ Templates 1/8/202011:36 AM  File folder
Design
Common
UsA
1938
2009
W £ >
B items == =

| Arrows
| Expanels
| Reports
| Sheets

| Shields
J Signs

| Styles

J Symbols

Select a file
to preview,

R e e e R R e e

| Templates

pl [ F—y—

If you are making your own templates, symbols, arrows, etc., name your folders under a
personal name (Jim, Personal, Mine, etc.). This is so your personal files don’t get replaced

when pasting, updating the “Contents User” Folder to your hard drive.
(See Sample Below saved as JimsTemps)
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= r N
Panel Information General Data
Panel Information
Panel Style: Units: M.UT.C.D.; ” .
W16-5_Adv-Stame nches 2009 Edition ;’Ed:'m"m“” Sign Type: Panel Style: Units: MUT.CD: ||
imsTemps -
" Street Name - W16-8_Adv-St-Name inches 2009 Edition

Sign Preview Sign Type:

% Number of objects to display: 4
o
ioae : 1] GuidSIGN_Temps

=423 JimsTemps ) B R 0 N RD

Blank Length:

| 24.00(defaut)
= e
Delete |
R ﬂ |
[¥] Horizontally Justified
l Shift Margin:
X
oo
Information:
Advance Street Name Plaque. 8" = Sign Creation Mode

Panel Height wj4"-3" Font (St.
Name) and 2” Font (Street Type). 1
Liner “B" Font, 2 Liner D" Font

) Open Existing Project

Single Sign

Type o select the Road Classification, Sign Type, and Template Name, dick objects in the
Template Preview to set object parameters as desired then dick OK to areate the template. I oK I [ Cancel ] [ Help ]

% . » Computer » Local Disk (C:) » Users » Public » Transoft Solutions » GuidSIGN6 » Contents User » Templates » 2009 »

File Edit View Tools Help

Organize = Open  Includeinlibrary =  Sharewith v+  Burn  New folder

.. Shields 5 Date medified T
J! signs
) Styles
J! symbols
1. Templates |
). 1988
) 2003
|, 2009

Dirtinnan:

7/16/2014 1:15 PM Fi
7/15/2014 11:49 AM Fi

| 1 simsTemps
1. MDT_Temps

No preview available.
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GuideSIGN Arrows, Shields & Symbols
ARROWS

1 Select Arrow (S| [Fe1” Select Arrow .
Panel Information Panel Information
Panel Style: Units: M.UT.C.D.: Panel Style: Units: M.UT.C.D.:
quide_fwy_overhead inches 2009 Edition quide_fwy_overhead inches 2008 Edition
Browse for Arrow: Mumber of objects to display: 8 Browse for Arrow: Mumber of objects to display: 8
2423 MOT_ARWS ~ 423 MDT_ARWS -
(L] EXITGORE B (2 ExTTGORE B
123 misc (23 mIsc
Lo 121111, 25TM A 12INX11.25IN
A, 15.125INX 171N A 15, 125INX17IN
A, 15.125INX25IM £ 15,125INX25IN
&, 17.25INX14.251) = « 17,25INX14,251 =
A, 18.25INX20IM £ 18.25INX20IN
A, 18.25INX30IM A 18.25INX30IN
A, 18.5IMX11.25IN A 18.5INX11.25IN
A, 20.25INX17.5IN A, 20.25INX17.5IN
A 22.25N{25IN « EEEEE
£, 22,25INX35IM A 22,25INX35IM
A 22x32 DwnArroy A 22x32 DwnArraw
£, 24.0INX11.25IN 4 24,0INX11,25IN
A, 24.25Nx15.125 «  24,25IMX15.125
A 25%21.875 1/3 £ 25X21.875 2(3
A D9.25TNYAR.P5T T & 79, 25INX 18,751 T
4 | [ ] » « 4| 1 | »
[ ok [ cancel |[ Hep | [ ok || cand ][ Hebp
"‘ Select Arrow X
Panel Information
Panel Style: Units: M.UT.C.D.:
quide_fwy_overhead inches 2009 Edition
Browse for Arrow: MNumber of objects to display: 8
A 1ZINX11.25IN =~
« 15, 125INX17IN
A 15.125IMX25IN
A 17.25INX14. 251
A, 13.25INX20IN
A, 13.25INX30IN
A 18.5INX11.25IN
4. 20.25INX17.5IN|
# 22 25INX25IN |~
A 22.25INX35IN
A 2232 DwnArroy|
A 24.0INX11.25IN
A, 24.25IMX15.125]
A 25X21.875 .
£ 29,25IMX18. 230
£, 37.0INX11.25IN
« EE 3/3
&_ATNY4TH A
e »
[ oK ” Cancel ” Help ]

+t 441124414

24 20121

H*fiefr;

*ARROW NOTES:
Displays not showing correctly are from too much detail, not enough pixel resolution, or a GS default.

Arrows use only Black & White display for GSBWFILL & GSCOLORFILL.

-34-



1 Select Route Shield

Panel Information
Panel Style:

guide_fwy_overhead

Browse for Route Shield:

[t -
-2 Ny
®-[Z3 nY_Ps
@20 oHIO
-0 oK
-1 or
m-Z3 Pa
-3 RI
-3 sc
280 =)

A, BEAR_BLA
A, BEAR_GRI]
A, BoatRam|
A, DEFALLT
A, HAMDICAF

=423 SHIELDS (MDY

Mumber of objects to display:

9

Units:
inches

SHEILDS

]

M.U.T.C.D.:
2003 Edition

Seow

A
il

*SHEILDS NOTES:
Displays not showing correctly are from too
much detail for the pixel resolution.

When making Shields, use Line Weight 1 for
GSOUTLINE and Line Weight O for Fills in
GSBWEFILL & GSCOLOREFILL. This works best
for displaying in Placement Frames and in
Sign Design Calc Sheets.

Shields use GSBWFILL & GSCOLORFILL.

*SYMBOL NOTES:
Displays not showing correctly are from too much detail for the pixel resolution.

When making Symbols, use Line Weight 1 for GSOUTLINE and Line Weight O for Fills in GSBWFILL &
GSCOLOREFILL. This works best for displaying in Placement Frames and in Sign Design Calc Sheets.

Symbols use only Black & White display, although sometimes the coloring will appear in the GSBWFILL. Don’t
know the cause of this yet.
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SYMBOLS

B Salect Symbol

==

Panel Information
Fanel Style:
quide_fiy_overhead

Browse for Symbol: Number of objects to display: 10

El

(2 [FRAMED] Accomodations
[FRAMED] General Applicatiol
(] [FRAMED] Interstate Oasis
[FRAMED] Land Reareation
(3 [FRAMED] Services
[FRAMED] Vater Recreation
{2 [FRAMED] Winter Recreation
(£ ACCOMODATIONS

(] General Applications
Cvov

coooo

{3 Land Recreation

£ services

{23 Symbols (General)

23 SYMBOLS_(MDT)
15t SpecSerFor
BEAR_BLAGK.
BEAR_GRIZZLY

HEADFRAME
LEWISCLARK LT
LEWISCLARK_RT
&

APAPPARNPAPAPRPALPARNPARNPPDLARNPRPRAPRADNAPRNPDPAN
g 5
I
8

(£ Water Recreaton
2] Winter Recrestion

Units:
inches

MUT.CD.:
2009 Edition

1 Select Symbol

Panel Information
Panel Styie:
quide_fuy_overhead

Browse for Symbl:

Mumber of objects to display:

0

{23 [FRAMED] Accomodations.
(3 [FRAMED] General Appicatiol
(3 [FRAMED] Interstate Gasis
{3 [FRAMED] Land Recreation
(1 [FRAMED] Services

{Z] [FRAMED] Water Recreation
(3 [FRAMED] Winter Recreation
(23 AccomoDATIONS

{3 General Applcations
CaHov

(2 Lend Reareation
(3 seRvIces

(2 Symbols (General)
=423 SYMBOLS_(MDT)
15t SpecserFor
BEAR_BLACK.
BEAR_GRIZZLY

HEADFRAME

LEWIsCLARK LT]

LEWISCLARK_RT

AAPRAANAPNAANAPAANAPNAANPN
=z

3 Select Symbol

Panel Information
anel Style:

quide_finy_overhead

Brawse for Symbol:

Number of objects to display:

Units:
inches

0

MUTCD.:
2002 Edition

O [FRavED]
(21 [FRAMED] General Applicatio)

(2 General Applcations
(3 How

(1 Land Recreation
(1 servICES

(3 Symbols (General)
£ 43 SYMEOLS_(MDT)
1st SpecSerFor

X

Montana Seal
ETAREA
Picric Bench

POV-MIA

School Bus Stop
SKIER
Snow Flake
SNOWMCBILER
White Cross
(] Water Recreation
(23 winter Recreation

AARRAAANNNAAD DI NRAANAAANAAAA
5 5553

A

Units: MUTCD.:
inches 2008 Edition

o)

Fishingd
Fishing Symbol w/o A

rr




Aligning Text in a Diamond Shape Warning Sign Designs
Ben Kowalyk (Transoft Solutions)

Hello,
I checked with one of our Designers and he said the issue is likely because the Update Panel Lock is on,
which will center objects in the panel to obey margin specifications in the Panel Style.

So, start by turning that off in Program Settings -> Locks

¥ 4 Program Settings

Select Category:

General
Tl From there, use Place Highway Text, snap “to margins”,
Dimensions /| Auto place dimensions

Dictionary 7 Auto z00m using the manual spacing options, to place the
Hints

Licensing CROSSING text. If further positional fine-tuning is

e required he should use Move Single Object with the
same settings. After the first object is placed the TRUCK
text string can be placed using snap “to objects” (using
the initial text as reference, fine-tuned using the manual
spacing options if need be).

Avoid using the Update Existing Panel command as well
or GuideSIGN will move the objects around again in an

attempt to obey the margin specifications.

“Update Existing Panel” will center text automatically.

TRUCK
CROSSING




Sign Design Calculation Sheet Naming Convention

To all Traffic Signing Staff 1/28/2020

If working with both Legacy Files and Enhanced Files when creating any new Sign Design Calc sheets for any
project, use this new naming convention or something similar .

For Legacy Files, use the ####000SISDCI01.dgn (using the L for Legacy) or (.LO1)

For Enhanced Files, use the ####000SISDCe01.dgn (using the E for Enhanced) or (.EQ1)

We have found that when opening a file created in one format, then opening it in another will collapse the file
as the seed file is changed from one format to another. In the new naming format, you’ll know which format
to open the file, so you won’t corrupt that file.

Try creating all new Sign Design Calc sheets in the Enhanced format as the Legacy will eventually be phased
out. This will also keep any future files made to work with the new software’s coming out. Hopefully we can
keep some of the corruption of files from occurring.

Please refer this to any contractors that may also be creating their files, so we know what format to open
them in to keep the corruption minimal.

Thanks

Roger Schroeder

NOTE:
If you are working with only Enhanced file at some point, there is no need to use the naming
format as all Calculations will be in the Enhanced format.

GuideSIGN FAQs

For further information or troubleshooting, go to:
https://helpdesk.transoftsolutions.com/hc/en-us/categories/202633888-Frequently-
Asked-Questions-FAQ-#207214427
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