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Purpose, Strategies, and Implementation Steps

Based on the available crash data, partner input, effectiveness data (including review of Countermeasures That

Work™) and consideration of feasibility, priority strategies and implementation steps to reduce impaired driving
fatalities and serious injuries are defined below.

Reduce impaired driving through improved processes
and regulations

Purpose

Having the right regulations in place and ensuring they are effectively implemented has a large impact
on whether impaired driving is prevented, impaired drivers are caught, and their cases are properly
adjudicated so they do not repeat their offense. For example, a statewide social host law would help
prevent private gatherings where alcohol is knowingly served to minors by an adult. Additionally, while
there is a law requiring mandatory training of alcohol sellers and servers, compliance is not
comprehensively enforced, and often servers at special events are not trained, so increased awareness
of the training requirement is needed. In order to be able to conduct sobriety checkpoints, which are a
proven effective deterrent to impaired driving, this technique needs to be codified in state statute.

Implementation Steps

e  Support stronger impaired driving laws that increase penalties and/or arrest rates,
including those focusing on repeat offenders.

e  Support efforts to reduce the over-service of alcohol by expanding the awareness and
support of continued mandatory alcohol sales and service training, including special
events training and state permitting of alcohol servers and sellers. Research and
implement methods for tracking participation and compliance.

e Support efforts to develop local and a statewide social host law.

e  Support efforts to allow sobriety checkpoints in statute.

! http://www.ghsa.org/html/publications/countermeasures.html.



Reduce impaired driving through enforcement

Purpose

Aggressive ongoing enforcement is key to getting impaired drivers off the road. Impaired driving
includes use of drugs as well as alcohol, and specific training is available to help officers recognize
drug-impaired drivers: Drug Recognition Expert. It is critical to ensure sufficient training programs are
available and the numbers of officers trained is maintained. To ensure enforcement of impaired driving
is conducted in the most effective way possible, it is critical to maintain law enforcement liaison
positions, which manage and coordinate impaired driving law enforcement campaigns with state and
local law enforcement agencies.

Implementation Steps

Sustain Drug Recognition Expert (DRE) and related training, and increase collaboration
between DREs and law enforcement agencies.

Support targeted enforcement based on demonstrated crash patterns and/or high-risk
drivers (i.e., Selective Traffic Enforcement Program).

Support local and state law enforcement efforts that include, but are not limited to,
High-Visibility Enforcement.

Sustain Law Enforcement Liaison program

Support and encourage law enforcement agencies to enforce the criminal violation of
the seller or server of over-service of alcohol, and report the violation of alcohol over
service to the Department of Revenue (DOR) for administrative action on the liquor
license holder.

Identify and support implementation of existing or new alcohol and drug
detection technologies.



Reduce impaired road users through prevention education

Purpose

Preventing people from making the unsafe choice to drive while impaired is the ultimate goal. Public
education campaigns are a centerpiece of DUI prevention activities but they must involve messages
that resonate with the people who are most at risk of choosing to drive impaired. Therefore, increased
research into underlying beliefs and behaviors is necessary so messages can be crafted that will
effectively influence people to change their behavior and stop driving impaired. This effort may involve
developing “social norming” messages that communicate how the majority of Montanans are NOT
driving impaired and that the culture of the state does not tolerate that behavior.

Implementation Steps

e Monitor the impact of marijuana legalization on roadway crashes and countermeasures
in peer states.

o Develop public education campaigns on a range of impaired driving topics.

e Research underlying beliefs and behaviors of high-risk groups to better understand
them; develop and implement strategies by using the appropriate proven and innovative
educational materials and outreach communication channels.




Continue to support and build collaborative partnerships to
reduce impaired driving

Purpose

Reduction of impaired driving requires extensive collaboration to ensure cases are handled
appropriately from the time a driver is stopped on the road through the court system and ensuring
sanctions are effectively administered. To provide oversight and ensure all these elements are
continuously improved and coordinated, establishment of a statewide DUI Task Force will be useful. To
make sure the right evidence is collected in the field and procedures are followed so that DUI and Minor
in Possession (MIP) cases can be prosecuted effectively, training is needed for the individuals involved
at each phase. Repeat offenders are a significant problem, and while proven effective strategies exist
to keep them off the road, these strategies must be implemented consistently.

Implementation Steps

e Increase the number of drug and alcohol courts and provide training to judges and
court personnel.

e Increase proven effective training for law enforcement, judges and prosecutors
to ensure consistent adjudication of all traffic offenses, including impaired
driving violations.

e  Support development of a statewide DUI Task Force.

e Increase usage of the 24/7 DUI monitoring program and other programs to prevent
repeat offenses (i.e., ignition interlock).

e Support increase of crime lab resources to improve crime lab capacity and speed,
including the number of toxicologists and equipment to process DUI test samples and
measure other drugs.

e  Support increased compliance with mandatory alcohol/drug treatment, and an increase
in alcohol and drug abuse treatment options, to prevent repeat DUI offenses.

e Support and promote training for criminal justice professionals and medical staff
regarding best practices and legal requirements on topics such as BAC draws.

e Improve MIP (minor-in-possession) processes in Montana (i.e., consistent management
of cases in Youth Court and Criminal Justice Court) based on best practices. Improve
data reporting to court partner agencies, such as alcohol education and intervention.



A wide range of safety partner agencies has been identified to support or provide leadership in implementing

impaired driving crashes strategies.

Impaired Driving Crashes Implementation Partners

e Colleges and Universities

e Common Sense Coalition

e Courts and Judges

e DUI Task Forces

e Local (City, County, and Tribal) Law Enforcement Agencies
e Local Communities and Businesses

e City-County Health Departments

¢ MHP Law Enforcement Liaisons

e Montana Department of Labor and Industry

e Montana County Attorney Association

e Montana Department of Public Health and Human Service —
Addictive and Mental Disorders

e Montana Department of Public Health and Human Services —
Injury Prevention

e Montana Department of Public Health and Human Services —
Prevention Resources

e Montana Department of Revenue — Liquor Control

Montana Department of Labor and Industry —
WorkSafeMT

Montana Department of Transportation —
Motor Carrier Services

Montana Department of Transportation — Planning

Montana Department of Transportation — State
Highway Traffic Safety Section

Montana Office of Public Instruction — Traffic
Education

Montana Sheriff and Peace Officers Association
Montana State Crime Lab — Department of Justice
Office of Court Administrators

Registered Alcohol Sales and Service Trainers
Safe on All Roads (SOAR)

Montana Tavern Association

Traffic Safety Resource Partners

Impaired Driving Crashes Emphasis Area Objectives

Objective Measures for the Impaired Driving Crashes Emphasis Area are defined as follows:

e Reduction in number of impaired driving fatalities; and

e Reduction in number of impaired driving serious injuries.



