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This meeting is held pursuant to Title VI of
the 1964 Civil Rights Act which ensures that
no person shall be excluded from
participation in, denied the benefits of, or
otherwise be subjected to discrimination on
the basis of a protected status during any
MDT project.




Presentation

e What is a Corridor Study?
» Key existing and
projected conditions
findings
 Transportation System
« Environmental Conditions

* Next Steps
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Discussion Period
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Transportation Agencies

Resource Agencies

Public

Project Construction
Development Maintenance
Planning /NEPA Design Operations

A corridor study is conducted before design,
right-of-way acquisition, environmental
compliance, and construction.



Study Area
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River Drive North (2 miles)
e 15t Street North (RP 3.4)
 38th Street North (RP 5.4)
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Past Planning
e Past LRTPs
* Feasibility Study
completed in 2009

« 2014 LRTP
* Conduct a Corridor Study

Existing concerns
e Congestion
* Intersections
« Safety

Background

Future concerns
 Growth
* Development

River Drive
Corridor
Study

Slide: 8

River Drive North
Feasibility Study

Great Falls Area Long Range
Transportation Plan - 2014
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* Identify needs and objectives

» |dentify potential impacts
and constraints

* ldentify short- and long-
range iImprovements

» Develop planning level cost
estimates

» Develop information and
data to be forwarded into the
environmental process if a
project moves forward from
the study (dependent on

—— available funds)

Corridor
Study
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tudy Schedule

River Drive Corridor Study

STUDY SCHEDULE

Project Management and Accounting

Develop Corridor Study Work Plan

Develop Existing and Projected Conditions Report

Identify Needs, Issues, Goals, and Screening Criteria

Determine Alternatives Advanced and Not Advanced
Recommended Alternatives
Prepare Corridor Study Report

Informational Meetings
Resource Agency Meeting
Advisory Committee (12 Total)

Corridor Study Website

Public and Agency Involvement Plan (PAIP)

Study Newsletters / Flyers

Press Releases/Advertisements

Environmental Scan (by MDT)

Draft Existing and Projected Conditions Report

Final Existing and Projected Conditions Report

List and Description of Corridor Needs and Objectives

List of Screening Criteria

Alternatives Advanced and Not Advanced Technical Memorandum
Recommended Improvement Options Technical Memorandum
Statement of Purpose and Need

Corridor Study Report

Evaluation of Corridor Planning Process

Meeting Agendas and Minutes

We are here
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| Public Comment Period |

Ko Sk
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a Public Meeting 0 Advisory Committee

% Resource Agency Workshop

River Drive

Corridor
Study
Slide: 10



* Two informational
meetings
 January 21, 2016
« Summer, 2016

e Qutreach to interested
parties, stakeholders,
resource agencies, as
warranted

 Study newsletter
» Website
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¢ www.mdt.mt.gov/pubinvolve/

riverdrive/

e Other as needed

River Drive
Corridor
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abOut Careers rews meetings & EVENs CONtacts

TRAVELER INFO PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT

An Informarienal Meeting Is scheguiea for 6:30 PM on Thursday, January 21, 2016.
Tne mesting will o neic In the Gioson Room ak the Great Fals Civic Center, 2 Park Drive
Soutn, Pleage reag for furtner infgrmation

Overview

The Montana Department of Transpartation (MDT) has identified & nesd to develop &
corridor study along River Drive in Great Falls, Montana. The stucly, referred to as the
River Drive Corridor Studly, will identify feasible Improvement options to address
safety. operational, and geometrical concemns (i.e. road width, horizontal curves,
vertical grades, approach density, etc |

identfies by the public, the study partners, and resource agencies.

The purpose of the study is to develop & comprehensive, long-range plan for
managing the corridor and desermining what improvements can be made to improve
the carridor based on identified needs, public and agency input, and financial
constraints. The study s a collaborative process between MOT, the Federal Highway
Agministration (FHWAI, the Great Falis Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO),
local jurisdictions, cther agencies, and the public aimed at identifying transparta
needs and potential solutions.

River Drive serves s 3 key route in the Great Falls transportation system that
supports both local access and regional travel demand. The study area for the River
Drive Corridor Stucy begins at the intersection with 15th Straet N (Refarence Post [RP]
3.4) ana 36th Street N (RP 5.4). The cormidor is classifien 35 a principal arterial
roadway on te Non-intarstate National Highway System (NHS). The corrider is 8
Gesignated truck rolte and proviges sccess to seversl businesses, industrial area,
residential neighborhoods, and community resources.

The study will include a comprehensive package of feasible short- and lang-term
improvement options Intended 10 adgress the transportation needs aver the next
twenty years. |dentifying these improvement options will help the study partners
define the most critical needs and allocate resources

#VisionZeroMT

zero deaths | zero serious injuries

DOING BUSINESS PUBLICATIONS

Links

Overview
Schedule

FaQs

Newsietzers | Documents
Comment on This Study
Related Links.

Contacts

Dave Hana

MDT Grear Falis District Administrator
200 Smelter Avenue NE

PO Box 1359

Great Falls, MT 59403-1359
406-454-5880 | Email

Corrina Coliinz

MDT Project Manager
2701 Prospact Ave

PO Box 201001
Helena, MT 59620-1001
406-444-9131 | Email

Scott Rana:
APA Project Manager
Robert Peccia & Associates
825 Custer Ave

PO Box 5653

Helena, MT 59604
406-447-5000 | Email



http://www.mdt.mt.gov/pubinvolve/riverdrive/




Principal arterial roadway

* National Highway System
» Designated truck route

Part of US Hwy 87 Bypass
» Connects 10th Ave S to 15t St N

Existing constraints
e Missouri River
 River’s Edge Tralil
 Park and recreational land
* Development

Two travel lanes

* Generally 4’ shoulders
 Fair pavement condition

Physical Characteristics

35 to 45 mph speed limit

River Drive
Corridor

Study
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Looking East at Veteran’s Memorial Park
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Looking East at Golf Course
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Looking East at Golf Course
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Businesses between 15th St N and 19t St N
» 7 approaches

Caboose Trailhead

Big Stack Mobile Home Court approach
e On a hill
* Difficult to see
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Business access west of 25t St N
 Businesses closely front roadway
* No defined parking or access

Scenic pull-outs




Looking West near 15th St N
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River Drive
Corridor

s B oo oo nddis 7 business approaches




Looking West
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Looking East
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—— " o Lack of defined business

Corridor

G B e approaches and parking




Looking West
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River’s Edge Trail

* North side of roadway
 Between 15t St N and Giant Springs Rd

» Shared use path

19th St N crossing
e Trail spur terminates at 19t St N intersection
* No crossing treatments

Caboose Trailhead
* Parking area and access for River's Edge Trail

East of Giant Springs Road

 Shared use path
« Connects River's Edge Trail to 38t St N



Looking West near 19% St N

Irail crossing,
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Caboose Trailhead
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Rail
e BNSF rail line

» At-grade crossing between Giant Springs Rd

and 38% St N
» Post mounted flashing light signal

Freight
 Designated truck route
 Part of Northeast Bypass
* Local and regional freight traffic

» Multiple industrial and commercial freight
generators

« New industrial park planned near 18" Ave N
» Approximately 7.2% truck traffic
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Looking East at R/R Cring
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Looking West at R/R Crossing
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Traffic Operations
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Traffic Operations

River Drive
Corridor
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Compare to existing standards
» Urban Principal Arterial

Roadway Alignment
* Horizontal

* Vertical
« Steep grade
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Intersections

* Turning movements
* Trucks

* Vehicle storage

River Drive
Corridor
Study
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Looking West at 15t St N
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Looking West Near Trailhead

Steepgrade
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Looking West
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5 years of data*

* No fatal

» Two Incapacitating
injury

* SIX hon-
Incapacitating injury

113 total reported
crashes
* 79% multi-vehicle

* 48% rear-end

 No environmental
trends noted

. Multi-vehicle Crashes . Single vehicle Crashes

Crash Type Statistics

River Drive
Corridor

i *Jan 01, 2010 to Dec 31, 2014
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Noted clusters:
o 15t Street North

Stack Mobile

* Big
Home Court

o 25t Street North
e Scenic Pull-out
 Giant Springs Rd






Environmental Resources

River Drive
Corridor
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Physical Environment
 Soil Resources and Prime Farmland
* Geologic Resources

* Water Resources

* Air Quality

* Hazardous Substances

Biological Environment

* Vegetation

* General Wildlife

* Threatened and Endangered Species
» Species of Concern

Social and Cultural Environment
* Population Demographics and Economics
* Land Ownership

* Recreational Resources

* Cultural Resources

* Noise

* Visual Resources
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Groundwater
— * One public water supply well
Coridor - Two private wells

Study
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White-tail and mule
deer

* Near golf course

Missouri River fishery
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Bald Eagle nests
* Near study area

Plains Spadefoot

e Record from 1992 near
railroad tracks

River Drive
Corridor
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Missouri River
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Land Ownership

Cadastral by Property Type Residential Urban

- Commercial Rural Exempt Property

I commercial Utban Centrally Assessed Non-Valued Property
- Industrial Urban Condominium Urban

Residential Rural

« Commercial
River Drive ‘ IndUStrial
8 . park
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Non-valued Property Land Ownership
Townhouse Urban - Montana Fish, Wildlife, and Parks

Vacant Land Rural

. 1y - NI e
vacant Land Urban a| 4 £ I &

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

» Government
* Residential
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Multiple scenic pull-
outs

7))
. - Black Eagle Falls
S » Cliffs
O
)
~2 River’s Edge Trail
—_— e Caboose Trailhead
(qv]
)
L
S Parks
* Veteran's Memorial
Park

» Eagle Falls Golf Course

River Drive
Corridor
Study
Slide: 43







River Drive Corridor Study

STUDY SCHEDULE

Project Management and Accounting

Develop Corridor Study Work Plan

Develop Existing and Projected Conditions Report
Identify Needs, Issues, Goals, and Screening Criteria
Determine Alternatives Advanced and Not Advanced
Recommended Alternatives

Prepare Corridor Study Report

Informational Meetings
Resource Agency Meeting

Advisory Committee (12 Total)

Corridor Study Website

Public and Agency Involvement Plan (PAIP)
Study Newsletters / Flyers We are h ere
Press Releases/Advertisements

Environmental Scan (by MDT)

Draft Existing and Projected Conditions Report

Final Existing and Projected Conditions Report

List and Description of Corridor Needs and Objectives

List of Screening Criteria

Alternatives Advanced and Not Advanced Technical Memorandum R .
| Public Comment Period |

Ko Sk X

Recommended Improvement Options Technical Memorandum
Statement of Purpose and Need

Corridor Study Report

Evaluation of Corridor Planning Process

Meeting Agendas and Minutes

e

m Public Meeting 0 Advisory Committee % Resource Agency Workshop

» Continue study coordination * |dentify potential improvement
and outreach options

 Finalize E-Scan and E&P report  Draft corridor study report
River Drive  Continue analysis of e Summer 2016

Corridor

sy transportation needs
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« Comment sheets

 Study website:

www.mdt.mt.gov/pubinvolve/riverdrive

* Study Contacts:
Corrina Collins
MDT Project Manager
(406) 444-9131
ccollins@mt.gov
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* Info on newsletter
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Dave Hand
MDT Great Falls

District Administrator

(406) 454-5880
dhand@mt.gov



http://www.mdt.mt.gov/pubinvolve/riverdrive
mailto:ccollins@mt.gov
mailto:dhand@mt.gov
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