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Distribution List for Groups and Agencies who Received the Environmental Assessment 
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Notice of Availability 
 
The following legal advertisement was published in the Bigfork Eagle and Kalispell Daily Inter Lake on 
June 30, 2004: 
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Notice of Availability 
 
The following advertisement was placed on June 30, 2004 at locations where the Environmental 
Assessment was available for public review: 
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Advertisement 
 
The following letter was sent on June 21, 2004 to landowners adjacent to the project area: 
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The following groups and agencies received copies of the Environmental Assessment: 
 

 Federal Highway Administration 

585 Shepard Way  
Helena, MT 59601 

 
 U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

Region 8 Montana office 
10 West 15th Street, Suite 3200 
Helena, Montana  59626 

 
 U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 

Scott Jackson 
100 North Park Avenue, Suite 320 
Helena, MT 59601 

 
 U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 

Todd Tillinger 
10 West 15th Street, Suite 2200 
Helena, MT  59626 

 
 U.S. Forest Service 

Flathead National Forest 
1935 3rd  
Kalispell, MT 59901 

 Montana Department of Environmental Quality 

Directors Office 
1520 East Sixth Avenue 
Helena, MT  59620 

 
 Montana Fish, Wildlife and Parks 

Helena Area Resource Office 
PO Box 200701 
Helena, MT  59620 

 
 Montana Department of Education 

Collection Management Librarian 
1515 East Sixth Avenue 
Helena, MT  59620-1800 

 
 Flathead County Commissioner 

800 South Main Street 
Kalispell, MT 59901 

 
 Bigfork Advisory Committee 

c/o Larry Jochim 
800 Grand Avenue 
Bigfork, MT 59911-3531 

 
The Environmental Assessment was made available for viewing during the comment period at the 
following locations: 
 
 Bigfork Chamber of Commerce, 8155 Hwy 35 
 Lake Hills IGA, 8111 Hwy 35 
 Bob’s Woods Bay Market, 26787 Hwy 35 
 County Library, 525 Electric Avenue, Bigfork 
 Montana Department of Transportation, 85 5th Avenue East North, Kalispell 
 Flathead County Regional Development Office, 723 5th Avenue #414, Kalispell 
 Montana Web site:  www.mdt.state.mt.us/environmental/eis-ea 

 
 
 
J:\_Transportation\WVXW2100 Bigfork N&S\manage\report\FONSI\Appendices\Appendix A - publicity\App A - publicity.doc 
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Public Hearing Transcript 
 

BIGFORK NORTH & SOUTH 
HWY 35 PROJECT  
PUBLIC HEARING 

 
Wednesday, July 14, 2004 

4:00 - 8:30 p.m. 
Bigfork Middle School, Bigfork, MT  

 
The Public Hearing for Review of the Draft Environmental Assessment for Bigfork North and South was 
held July 14, 2004 at the Bigfork Middle School.  Forty-six (46) people attended the public hearing (sign 
in sheets attached).  The hearing was divided into two parts: (1) an open house meeting from 4:00 pm to 
6:30 pm, and (2) a formal presentation from 6:30 pm to 7:00 pm by Mike Worrall and Bert Compton, 
followed by a formal comment period.   
 
Several handouts were available to the public at the sign-in table: 1) Project Newsletter dated July 2004, 
2) Executive Summary of the Draft Environmental Assessment, and 3) Project Comment Sheet.  During 
the open house portion of the public hearing, all project officials were available throughout the evening to 
answer questions, receive comments, and address any concerns regarding the Preferred Alternative. 
 
Project officials present: 

 
Mike Worrall, Carter Burgess (Salt Lake City) 
Bert Compton, Carter Burgess (Salt Lake City 
Tina Gillman, Carter Burgess (Salt Lake City) 
Jeremy Keene, WGM Group (Missoula) 
Fred Bente, Montana Department of Transportation (Helena) 
Loran Frazier, Montana Department of Transportation (Missoula District) 

 
Three wall displays explained the project for public viewing as follows: 
 

1) Alternative Review Process  
2) Graphic of Preferred Alternative 
3) Impacts & Mitigation Chart 
 
 

Public Presentation 
 
The following presentation was given by Mike Worrall and Bert Compton, Jacobs Carter Burgess, Inc. 
 
Welcome:  (Bert Compton) We are going to go ahead and get started.  We have a lot of echo but I’m a 
loud talker so hopefully everyone can hear me.  I want to introduce myself.  My name is Bert Compton 
with Carter Burgess.  We were hired by the State and we are helping do this project. I will let you know 
that I’m the Public Involvement Coordinator.  I’m the person that a lot of you talked to on the phone over 
the years when trying to get information about the project.  I recognize some of you.  Over the last couple 
of days, we’ve met with landowners.  We started doing some landowner meetings on Monday and all 
through the last few days.  So if you have questions or comments, after the fact, I’m a good person to talk 
to because I can track down who has the answers.  Again my name is Bert Compton. 
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Handout: Everyone should have one of these (referring to newsletter).   This is the latest newsletter and 
we are going to use this today, it will help you to follow along.  Some of the stuff we are going to put up 
on the wall you will be able to follow along or at least have it for reference with some of the things we are 
going to talk about   We will be dimming the lights and when I say dim I mean we will turn the lights out 
because there is one switch that runs them all.   On that back of the newsletter you will find my name and 
number if you need it someday so be sure and keep it. 
 
Purpose of Meeting: The purpose of our meeting tonight is to present to you the Preferred Alternative 
and give you the opportunity to state your concerns, to be able to voice your opinions and your concerns.  
We are gathering formal comments tonight that will be entered into the environmental document. We’ve 
been looking at this project for a long time now, and we will talk about that. 
 
I want to introduce Annell Fillinger, she is the transcriber.  She will be taking the formal comments for 
the document.  Comments must be given to Annell or, if you write them yourself, you must sign the 
comment form so we can enter them into the document.  
 
Our public comment period began June 29th and goes through July 29th.  That is the formal 30-day 
comment period to make your comments eligible to be entered into the document.  So that is the 30-day 
window, so tonight is not the last night.   If you have neighbors that aren’t here or other folks that you feel 
need to know this information, there is still plenty of time for them to make a comment and have it be 
entered into the formal record.  So I want to make sure that is clear for you folks. 
 
The materials we have available tonight—there is a lot of stuff on the walls.  On the back wall is the 
Preferred Alternative.  It is bigger than what you see in here (referring to newsletter).   You can only show 
so much detail on a single sheet of paper and it is a pretty big strip of road. So if you want to look at it a 
little more closely and haven’t already, I think a lot of you have already looked at that.  That is where the 
Preferred Alternative is.  It is also here in a smaller printed format (referring to the Environmental 
Assessment document).  We have copies of the Environmental Assessment document around the room 
and I know some of you have already looked at it and I’ve talked to some of you.   
 
Also on the wall tonight are some charts.  The Impacts and Mitigations chart goes through the sections of 
the document such as noise, wetlands, etc.  They are also in your newsletter, that same poster is right here 
(referring to newsletter), so you have that also.  These pictures are the Needs and the Preliminary 
Alternatives we looked at.  The ones that were not forwarded have a stamp across them that says, “not 
forwarded”.  Those are the ones we looked at and were not forwarded on to this point and not part of our 
Preferred Alternative.  Those are over there, and if you remember those were done a number of years 
back.  We met with some of you, and you may remember seeing those. 
 
There may be some landowners here that feel you haven’t had a chance to sit down and meet with us one-
on-one.  We want to make sure you have that opportunity.  So if you didn’t meet with us at the Chamber 
of Commerce this week, Mike Worrall the Project Manager for the Consultant Firm will be available next 
week.  He will be up here next week on Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday.  So if you would like to meet 
with him, please see me after if you would like to sit down and specifically talk about your parcel.  
 
A show of hands—how many of you would like to come to the microphone which is for the tape recorder 
so your comments can be formally recorded and entered into the record.  How many would like to come 
to the microphone and state your comments?  Just so we know so we can make sure we have enough time 
for comments.  That is the purpose of this meeting.  If you don’t want to write them you can come up and 
say them.  We have four people who raised their hands. So we have a few folks.   Does everybody feel 
that five minutes will be enough time for you to make your comments?  Will that be enough time? 
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Question: If we have talked to you one-on-one and you have written down our concerns, we don’t need 
to come to the microphone? 

 
Answer: Correct.  But if you would like to, you still can. 
 
Answer:  Oh no, we dealt with you the other day. 
 
I know that some of you have already seen us and had an opportunity to sit down and talk about your 
personal concerns about some areas.  This is just another opportunity for some other folks to do the same 
thing.  If you have already done that or if you have more concerns, please feel free to do it.  If you have 
thought of other things, if you are here to talk for somebody else, if you have a comment that you’ve 
heard, now is the time to enter those comments in.  If you feel you have already done it, you don’t need to 
do it again.  
 
Question: Can we commit ourselves after we hear your presentation? 
 
Answer: Yes.  I just wanted to see how many there were so we make sure we have enough time for 

everyone.  
  
We have a short presentation, kind of a history of the project, and we will go over the Preferred 
Alternative and show you some of the key points.   We will also share with you some of the general 
comments we’ve collected over the last three days.  We have heard from the population around here what 
your concerns are and what some of the issues are, and what some of the main features are.  Maybe after 
that you might have something to say and a few more hands might come up or a lot more pencils might 
come out.  I’m going to turn the time over the Mike Worrall, the Project Manager. 
 
(Mike Worrall)  My name is Mike Worrall from Carter Burgess.  I’m the Project Manager and I’ve been 
with the project the longest.  You’ve met Annell and Bert.  Mike Fillinger, Annell’s husband, is helping 
out tonight, helping us get everybody signed in and informed.  Fred Bente, Montana Department of 
Transportation in Helena, and Tina Gillman, Carter Burgess, is here helping us.  Jeremy Keene is from 
another consultant that we’re contracted with to do part of the work, more specifically to develop Right-
of-Way and Utility plans.  So if you have any problems regarding right-of-way and utilities, Jeremy is a 
real good person to talk to.  Loran Frazier is the District Administrator from the Missoula District, 
Montana Department of Transportation.    
 
I’m not opposed to answering questions about what I’m saying and about some general questions you 
might have to clarify my presentation.  I want to differentiate between the formal public comment and 
make sure if you are going to offer formal public comment, we get that from the microphone.  I’m 
certainly more than willing to clarify anything that is confusing with whatever I present. 
 
 
Presentation of the Preferred Alternative  
 
(Bert Compton and Mike Worrall)  Welcome to the public hearing.  This is a formal public hearing.  It 
contrasts with the other workshops and public meetings we’ve had because this is actually a formal part 
of the process and it is a formal requirement.  All the other public meetings and interaction we’ve had 
with the community has not been a formal requirement.  It has been something that the Department has 
seen as necessary to help find right solutions for Montana 35 and the Bigfork and East Side Highway 
communities.   
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Timeline:  You are not expected to actually be able to read this.  This slide is actually in the back section 
of the Environmental Assessment if you want to look at it.  This is a timeline describing all of the public 
meetings and interactions that we have had over the past four years.  I don’t expect to go through this, I’m 
just trying to demonstrate that we’ve actually done a fair amount over the past four years. 
 
Needs: In a process such as this, we try to understand what are the needs are and what the issues are that 
need to be addressed before we start identifying solutions for it.  In our business and in my mind I think 
there are times that we actually develop solutions that might not even address the real problems.  So we 
felt that it was a good idea to spend the time to understand the problems.  Initially we went out and 
identified what the needs of the area were.  If you want to look at those, they are also in the 
Environmental Assessment and they are up on the wall.  But a lot of these things relate to safety, specific 
areas of concern, the need for non-motorized travel facilities, i.e., bicycles and pedestrians, intersection 
improvements, some shoulder needs.   
 
Segments: The other thing I want to point out is that we looked at these things in different segments 
because we didn’t assume the entire highway from Woods Bay up north of Bigfork was of one character 
and had any one uniform set of needs and issues so we looked at it in five different pieces.  So we are just 
going to flip through these.  These are the different five areas.  One area is down in Woods Bay, one is the 
other area between Woods Bay and Bigfork, another is the area between State Highway 209 and Grand 
Avenue, another area is from Grand Avenue to Ice Box Canyon, and the last area is from Ice Box Canyon 
to the north. 
 
Alternatives Considered: The next thing we did was to look at those needs and we started brainstorming 
a number of options and alternatives to address those needs.  You will see on these drawings there are a 
number of cross sections, and I know it may be difficult to read.  There is one up here on the wall in more 
detail and they are also included in the document.  You can read that and we can answer specific 
questions if you have any.  You will see on there that diagonally some of them are stamped “forwarded” 
and “not forwarded”.  That means we considered a number of alternatives, and only carried forward the 
ones we thought best addressed those needs and fit in with the community values that we found through 
working with you and the Advisory Committee.  So in each one of these areas, we forwarded one Build 
Alternative and we also forwarded what we call the “No-Action” or “No Action” Alternative, which is 
essentially to do nothing.   The Environmental Assessment does a full analysis of both those options—
doing nothing or constructing the Preferred Alternative. 
 
Preferred Alternative: I wanted to describe a little bit the Preferred Alternative, and this is in the center 
of the newsletter, which you will be able to see a lot easier than the one on the wall.  The Preferred 
Alternative is described in this graphic in a very general sense.  Like Bert said, we put as much 
information on this as we could put on one sheet and of course there is more detail on some of these other 
drawings.   
 

Turning Lanes.  Essentially for the most part, we are not adding any through capacity to the 
highway.  Just to reiterate that in another way, we are not adding additional through lanes.  The 
only exception to that is at specific intersections where we identified that a turn lane was needed 
to separate out turning vehicles from the through vehicles.  Those are the only cases where we 
added additional lanes, at specific intersections or specific access points where we saw a real need 
to divide up people who were slowing down to make a turn from the people who were continuing 
through.  But there has been no additional through lanes added, so those people who have been 
concerned that the department is going to put in a four-lane traffic, that is not on the table at all. 
 
Woods Bay Hill.  In addition to that, we looked at some specific treatments at Woods Bay on the 
Woods Bay Hill to provide a little bit better facility down there in order to allow for when that 
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hill ices up and trucks get stuck on that hill for vehicles to get around a stuck truck without the 
highway closing down.  So we provided a continuous two-way left-turn lane in the center of that 
hill which would function as a left-turn lane into Yenne Point Road and Sylvan Drive and Bob’s 
Market in that area in the summer.  Then in the winter when it opens up and a truck gets stuck on 
that hill, there is still room for people to get around it.  
 
Curves:  In addition to that, there are some curves between Woods Bay and Bigfork.  Essentially 
there are five curves on the entire corridor length of the study area that we are looking at 
correcting.  Some of that we are looking at improving site distance, some of it we are looking at 
making it a consistent curve with the rest of the highway, i.e., there are some curves down there 
where the turning radius is sharper than the speed it is signed at.  So we are looking at making 
those curves more consistent with the rest of the highway. 
 
Walkway:  In addition to the roadway improvements between here and Woods Bay, we are 
proposing that in Woods Bay we include a small six-foot walkway on the lake side.  There are a 
lot of people who walk between all the homes in there and the market at the top of the hill.  Many 
of those people are now walking on the edge of the two-lane, which is not desirable by any 
means, so we are proposing to provide a small walkway on that side that people could walk back 
and forth.   
 
Multi-Use Path:  From Woods Bay to the north on into Bigfork, we are proposing an eight-foot 
multi-use path.  This will be a paved path eight feet wide.  It would allow for travel in both 
directions and people will be able to walk on it or bike on it.  There would be a gravel shoulder on 
the side and you would be able to ride a horse along there.  That is why we call it a multi-use 
path.  We separated that away from the traffic lanes and we are proposing to do that to provide 
that facility for those people that don’t have that right now. 
 
Roundabouts:  Some of the more interesting moments and the something that garnered the most 
conversation is we are proposing at two intersections to put in roundabouts, on the south end of 
town here at State Highway 209 and at the intersection of Briggs Street and Sunset Drive.  These 
are the first … I see you shaking your head and I’m taking that down.  These are the first 
roundabouts in the State of Montana if constructed in the near term.  We proposed this for a 
number of different reasons and I would say that the community is not of  “one mind” on this.  In 
fact a few individuals are not sure what to make of them one way or another.   
 
We did a pretty extensive evaluation. We actually considered roundabouts at a number of 
locations including at Lake Hills and Grand Avenue, and we decided that those would not be 
good locations for them and they would not function very well and would be confusing for people 
to negotiate.  The two down there (referring to graphic) we identified those would work quite 
well and work with some of the values of the community doing some thing different and unique 
and something that would identify this as a community where vehicles have to have a little 
heightened awareness driving through.  The community has kind of a spin off to this process, 
petitioned the State Transportation Commission and actually got the speed limit lowered in 
Bigfork as kind of a spin off to our public involvement process.  That was one measure.  It is a 
partial solution to g et the people to slow down without enforcement or without some engineering 
solutions in there to encourage that.  I don’t feel it is necessarily a complete solution, so this kind 
of helps get there. 
 
Bridge:  The bridge is an area of concern.  We are proposing to replace the bridge.  We 
considered a number of different options including rehabilitating the existing bridge.  We actually 
found with all the deficiencies of that bridge because it is getting quite old.  It was built in 1953, I 
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believe, and there are a number of problems associated with that structure.  Without some 
significant costly improvements to that, it probably would not survive the next 50 years. We 
actually found that it would be more costly to rehabilitate and update that structure than it would 
be to replace it with a new one.  That might sound surprising to some of you, but when you 
consider that labor, in this country at least, is the most expensive commodity we have in 
construction, it starts to make a little bit of sense for those types of operations that are more labor 
intense. 
 
Grand Avenue:  We are proposing some improvements to Grand Avenue.  I told you we 
considered a roundabout there, but we determined that it would not work very well.  It would be 
too confusing, and actually looking 20 years out, for those afternoon hours in the summer months 
you would actually see a significant amount of congestion with a single-lane roundabout.  For a 
roundabout to function there you would have to go to a double lane roundabout, and we felt that 
having two lanes side-by-side in a circle was confusing to the point that it wasn’t worth 
forwarding.  So we are considering a number of improvements to that intersection—improving 
some of the angles and the approaches.  Right now one the biggest things for people leaving 
Bigfork and turning right to the northbound, is looking out of their blind spot at on-coming traffic 
and getting hit or rear-ended or T-boned in the side.  We want to look at improving that situation.  
In addition there is a heavy pedestrian component particularly when school is in.  We are looking 
at adding some medians in there to break up the pavement so there is some pedestrian refuge and 
you don’t have this huge expanse to cross.   
 
Lake Hills:  We are proposing a signal at Lake Hills.  That has been a discussion in this 
community for many years before we started studying it.  One of the problems in the Lake Hills 
area, and we’ve talked to the business owners and the landowners in this area about this problem, 
and that is the accesses are confusing at this time.  They are not really well designed, there are a 
lot of them, people turning on and off, and it’s a very busy area.  The Department took the 
position that they are willing to consider a signal at that location but only if we restrict the amount 
of turn access and movements that occur at that signal and we close all the other left-turn 
movements off in there.  So we are proposing that, combined with that signal, a stretch of raised 
median restrict left-turn access such that it doesn’t compromise the operation of that signal.  
 
Entry Treatments: At each one of the entryways into Bigfork on both ends and then Woods Bay 
on the South, we are proposing what we call a “community entry treatment”.  That community 
entry treatment is a divided island.  The idea is to improve driver awareness and alert the driver 
that isn’t familiar with this area that they are entering a community.  You are entering a more 
developed area with more activity, with more turning going on, more pedestrian activity, and that 
maybe perhaps a little bit slower speed and a little bit higher driver awareness is warranted.  That 
is the purpose of those community entry treatments. 

Ice Box Canyon:  In addition to that, many of you who have been here awhile know, that the 
curve in Ice Box Canyon has been the site of a number of terribly messy accidents and there have 
been a number of fatalities over the years at that corner where people are going into it and not 
making the corner and running into opposing traffic. The type of accidents that have occurred 
have been head-on collisions that have been problematic.  We are proposing to extend a center 
barrier through that canyon.  As many of you know it ices up in the winter.  The trees were 
cleared a couple of years ago and it is helped things dramatically but it is still a little bit of safety 
improvement we felt was a good idea.    
 
Chapman Hill Road: The last thing is we are extending the pavement past Chapman Hill Road 
including a left-turn lane into Chapman Hill Road.   
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That kind of describes, in a very quick way, the Preferred Alternative.  Do you have any questions? 
 
Questions Following Presentation 
 
Q: Does the Ice Box Canyon curve the get re-aligned? 
 
A: Yes, that one is one the curves that is a little too sharp and we are proposing to flatten that curve as 

well.  I’m glad you brought that up, thank you. 
 
Impacts and Mitigation:  First let me talk about this.  This is the on the 3rd page of your handout 
(referring to newsletter).   This is a little bit about of a summary of the impacts and mitigation associated 
with both the No-Action or the No-Build Alternative and the Preferred Alternative.  This table 
summarizes chapter three of the Draft Environmental Assessment, which is the largest chapter of the 
document.  So if you want to get “in a nut shell” a kind of  snap shot view of what the effects of this 
alternative are and how it affects different areas of the environment, that is what this is.  An 
Environmental Assessment is a formal process.  We are required by the National Environmental Policy 
Act (NEPA) to evaluate all these different areas of the environment whether they be the man-made built 
environment or the natural environment. So this was the analysis that was conducted and summarized 
here.  If you have any questions about that, please get with one of us.  
 
Alternatives Development:  I want to describe the process we go through for alternatives development 
and evaluation.  What we did originally was to go out and work with the community.  We studied the 
corridor technically and we identified a Purpose and Need.  Then we developed alternatives and evaluated 
those.  We got down to a refinement of those alternatives and the selection of a Preferred Alternative.  
Right now we are at the formal publication and review of the Environmental Assessment.  Within NEPA 
what an Environmental Assessment does is to disclose: (1) The department’s intentions or what its 
proposal is; and (2) it discloses the potential effects of that alternative on all these different areas of the 
environment.   
 
Formal NEPA Process:  During this formal comment period, your comment is gathered in a formal way 
and is made part of the formal public record. That is combined into one document and forwarded to the 
Federal Highway Administration..  The Federal Highway Administration then makes a decision with 
regard to this process and whether there is significant impact associated with this proposal or not. If they 
find in the process that we did a decent job of addressing the impacts and developing the alternatives that 
there were no significant impacts, then they will come to a Finding of No Significant Impact or FONSI.  
If they come to that conclusion upon review … they’ve already reviewed the document but now they will 
review your comments. They will be viewed together and they will make that determination.  If they find 
there is no significant impact and that we’ve addressed everything appropriately up to that point, then 
they make that decision and the project is free to move forward.  Essentially it means that the project can 
use federal money.  So FHWA can appropriate federal money to help construct this project.   
 
The other decision if they find there is significant impact associated with it, from the beginning of this 
process, then the Department has a choice.  Either (1) the No Action Alternative becomes the alternative 
and they do nothing; or (2) it has to move forward to a full Environmental Impact Statement.  I will tell 
you that this document for an Environmental Assessment is actually pretty extensive and it borders very 
close on an Environmental Impact Statement already.   
 
So that is the formal process.  That is why we are adding that touch of formality to get your comments 
because it has to go that formal process.   
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Graphic of Process:  This is an interesting graphic.  I love this light-bulb graphic.  Bert did this a little 
while ago and it kind of shows how you develop ideas and those ideas kind of get clustered together and 
then string different ideas up and you finally get to the one solution.  The process down below is what I 
just described as far as the Environmental Assessment process.    
 
Again the purpose of this is hear your formal comments.  It began June 29th and ends July 29th.   In 
addition to this we are not proposing to end our interaction with the community.  We are hoping to 
continue to be involved with the community as this thing moves to design.  So this won’t be the last time 
you see us but we are getting to that point. 
 
Formal Comments:  As far as the public comment, I didn’t see so many hands that we will need to limit 
the comments to three minutes, I think we can go to about five minutes.   You are going to need state your 
name and address when you come up to the microphone.  One thing I will ask is that you do not interrupt 
somebody that is giving formal comment.  I just ask that you respect somebody that is giving a formal 
comment and not interrupt them while they are giving it.  At the end of this, if you have any general 
questions, I’m going to be over here taking some notes while people are giving their comments, and if 
there are questions you have as a part of what you have to say, I’m going to try and address those general 
ones.  I may not be able to address them specifically but if I have an answer to some of them I will try and 
answer that at the conclusion of this.  The one thing I will say is that all of your comments will be 
addressed in one way or another from our project team as it gets forwarded.  So if you make a comment, 
we will have a response and address that in some way as it is forwarded on to the Federal Highway 
Administration.   At the end of this, we have been meeting with landowners for the last few days and 
we’ve had 50 different meetings and almost 120 different people.  There are some general comments that 
came out of that, that I think you would be interested in hearing.  So once we finish this, I thought I would 
just relay in a general sense some of the major comments we heard during those meetings.  
 
Q: Is it possible to hear some of those general comments before we make our comments so we are not 

rehashing something? 
 
A: If you would rather, I can do that.  First is there any point of general clarification tonight?  How we 

got to where we are in the Environmental Assessment or anything like that? 
 
 
General Comments from Landowners 
 
I’ll give you some general comments and some of these are a little bit more specific than general: 
 

 One area that has been a very challenging area is the curve at the top of Woods Bay Hill, there in 
front of Woods Bay Market.  There is a lot of activity going on there, there isn’t real good site 
distance around that curve for people pulling in and out, there are actually pedestrians crossing in 
and out of there.  With what we have laid out preliminarily, that section actually creeps up onto 
some adjacent yards across from the market pretty close to their homes.  I’ve met with a number 
of the landowners out there and I have basically committed to them that I would look at some 
ways of minimizing that overall width to reduce the effect on the front of their yards.  That is one 
area. 

 
 We met with some landowners that actually own land around Daphne Pond.  You will see on 
these drawings that we actually proposed the bike path to the end of the pond.  Well the 
landowners that we met with were dead set against that, and I’m reasonably certain that we were 
not going to be interested in forcing that down their throats.  So I think we are going to consider 
keeping the bike path along the road adjacent to Daphne Pond in that area. 
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 Some of you that might be familiar with the equestrian crossing down just this side of Daphne 
Pond.  Flathead Lake Lodge runs equestrian crossings across there.  They actually have 28,000 
crossings in three months.  There is a train of about eight riders that goes across there every ten 
minutes in the summer.  It is a problem.  We’ve had a number of close calls over a number of 
years.  They had somebody hit on a horse back in there and it is in a dark shaded place, it is kind 
of difficult to see.  We have looked at option after option of ways to improve that.  We’ve 
actually come to the conclusion that we are going to put the highway in a culvert, so to speak, or 
some sort of a way to have it so the horses can go over the top of the highway at that point so 
they wouldn’t even cross the road.  

 
 There are some questions about which side the bike path should go on there.  So we are going to 
look at that a little bit closer.  There is a little bit of uncertainty in our minds with some of the 
comments that we’ve heard. 

 
 The road right out here as we drive out by the Dentists Office and the Bigfork ____________ on 
the one side and it is right next to the Bigfork Stage Stop, there is a corner that comes real close.  
We’ve heard a lot of people talk about wanting to connect that up with the highway.  We 
actually proposed that as part of the Preferred Alternative.  Well, we’ve had some pretty good 
input, and something that I wasn’t completely aware of is that when a football game lets out, 
there is a huge amount of traffic that comes down that and we are not sure we completely 
understand how that would function.  So we are going to take a little bit closer look as to whether 
that will cause a problem and whether it is a safety problem or not before we really make up our 
mind for sure that we want to connect that up. 

 
 Then one thing I learned is that many of the high school kids walk across from the Bigfork Stage 
south over the Pizza Hut and Subway right there, and we do not show a cross walk on that area.  
A number of people identified that maybe a cross walk in that area would be a good thing 
because at lunch time a lot of kids just walk informally across there. 

 
 For those of you who paid attention when the county did some work on the one-lane bridge over 
here by the village.  There is actually a perception in some people’s minds that was done to get it 
ready for a detour when the highway is done.  That is absolutely not the case.  There is no way 
we can detour traffic through the village and on that one-way bridge.  So I want to put that 
perception out of your minds. 

 
Those are some of the general comments that we’ve heard over the last few days.  Beyond that most of 
the discussion is very specific to individual properties and I don’t think it would interest any of you. 
 
 
Formal Public Hearing Comments 
 
(Mike Worrall) Those who want to speak raise your hand and I’ll start from this side of the room and go 
that way.  If you decide you want to speak later, I’m not going to exclude you.  
 
Q: Why do we have to come all the way down there? 
 
A: Otherwise the microphone doesn’t pick it up.  That is the reason we have you come to the 

microphone.  
 
Comment:  My name is Marsha Knell and my concerns and comments are:  
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 1. Speed limit.  I notice there is no speed limit set.  I understand that it is not set by you but it is set 

state-wide or not necessarily here by the two counties.  The reason that is a concern is because the 
bigger and more lovely the road, the faster the cars.  So how can speed limits be determined and 
who can enforce it?  I know that some of these nifty little things in the road are really slick but 
they do not work if there is a high speed limit. 

 
 Is there room to pull off for the little cherry stands?  I hope they are paying attention. 

 
 Walkway bike path.  I think it is a lovely idea and wonderful for all of us who live along the lake.  

However, I hope it isn’t a seductive thing.  That it is in the plan and as everything gets going and the 
money runs out, that is the first thing to get chopped away and we are left with a super-wide road, no 
bike paths, no walkways.  So I understand that if they do cut that out, it has to come back to public 
comment again.  I hope I am not being steered wrong about that but that is a big concern. 
 

Marsha Knell, 21967 East Shore Route, Bigfork, MT, (406) 982-3038 
 
 
Comment:  My name is Bonnie Ellis. I’m a senior research Scientist at the Flathead Lake Biological 
Station, which is part of the University of Montana.  I just wanted to be sure that you are aware of the 
biological, historical, educational importance of Daphne Pond.  Students and faculty have been going to 
this pond for a hundred years, so that is a pretty significant historical perspective.  Biologically this pond 
is very interesting because there have been no fish introduced.  So there is one very large species of 
Zoaplankton called Daphnea Magna because it is so large, and another macro invertebrate aquatic insect 
called Kaobris, it’s common name is the phantom midge.  Both of these organisms are there because there 
are no fish.  And in so many ponds and lakes throughout the world, fish have been introduced and the 
original habitats for these species have been lost or these species have been lost from those originally 
habitats.  So these two organisms provide us with a lot of information for students and a lot of 
opportunities to examine predation and behavioral responses, and morphological responses.  Without 
going into it and boring you, just let me tell you that to anyone in the biological field these guys are really 
exciting.  So biologically it is also of great interest, historically, and of course educationally there have 
been many, many students over the hundred years going to Daphne Pond. 
 
I guess I wanted you to answer what the 0.1 acre alteration of this habitat is going to be?  When I look at 
the map I don’t really see much impact.  Perhaps that was just the area encompassed by the trail you are 
proposing?  Because what I am concerned about is additional fill to the pond.  We examined 1966 and 
1998 aerial photographs of Daphne Pond and estimated that about 0.76 acre of fill have already been 
introduced to the pond.  I am not aware of any Environmental Assessments that occurred when that took 
place and whether there was any mitigation for that. But certainly this diminishes the habitat available for 
Daphnea Magna.  They like to go into littoral areas or shoreline areas to get away from this big Kaobras 
predator.  And it diminishes the natural functioning of a wetland ecosystem.  Certainly, I would like to see 
that the same considerations for Daphne Pond are given that are given for the wetlands and in the Nine 
Pipes area for instance on Highway 93 reconstruction there. 
 
The second area of concern I wanted to talk to you about is the potential for non-point source pollution of 
Flathead Lake from increased nitrogen and phosphorous from increased impervious surface area 
particularly in the area of Woods Bay where the road is close to Flathead Lake.  I’m just wondering, and 
perhaps you can comment on this as well, if there is not some technological fix there where you could 
route the runoff to some sort of a treatment system.  I know they have, I’ve seen these sort of treatment 
systems on storm water runoff in cities, or if it could be routed to a swale and a place that perhaps the 
highway department could purchase and create, because Flathead Lake water quality is declining.  It is 
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nitrogen and phosphorous that stimulates that the production of algae in the lake.  I know you aware that 
there is a TMDL on Flathead Lake and the Department of Environmental Quality, Flathead Basin 
Commission, many different agencies and other stakeholders are right now trying to figure out ways to 
reduce nitrogen and phosphorous in any way possible.  So I hope the Montana Department of 
Transportation will step in as well and try to find some way to reduce increased nutrient transport to the 
Lake. 
 
Lastly the bridge, the Swan Bridge, I just wanted to mention to you our concern about nutrient inputs 
from the bridge as well even after it’s established.  If you could comment on this I would appreciate it.  If 
there are any technological fixes out there for taking runoff from abridge and treating it or transporting it 
somewhere so that its nutrient and sediment load can be reduced before it flows into the Lake.  At a 
minimum I think we need to look at that and for all the different areas of road around the lake that are 
close to Flathead Lake and all the bridges.  Perhaps even moving to use of sand rather than a deicer.  
Thank you for tolerating my long comments and I look forward to your response.  
 
Bonnie Ellis, Senior Research Scientist, Flathead Lake Biological Station, 311 Bio Station Lane, Polson, 
MT 59860, (406) 982-3301, Ext. 239 
 
 
Comment:  My name is Dan Harvey, 66 Sunset Lane, Box 901.  One of my foremost concerns, if you go 
to Bridge Street and Highway 35 and go straight down the hill, that is where I live.  When I think of the 
environmental assessment on page ES-6 it says “minimize impacts to existing vegetation”.  Now if that is 
an important aspect of this, which it is said to be, then one of the things that I don’t understand is that part 
of me thinks that this project, in terms of the width of the embankment and the width of the road surface, 
is excessive.  And if, introducing nitrogen and phosphorous as she just mentioned, is this way, if you take 
all the trees that are currently in the 30-40 year old right-of-way and cut them down and make the road 
wider and the embankment wider, then you have less surface area for pollutants to get filtered before they 
go into the lake.  Right there the lake is 100 yards away, max.  To me one of the thing I don’t get and I’m 
having difficulty with on this, that while I understand traffic and making the road safer, if I look at the 
handout I see the current road is 26 feet wide right there and the plan is to make it 52 feet wide.  What I 
don’t understand is why it has to be twice as wide.  If you are not going to gain any more lane surface, are 
you going to have eight feet of shoulder?  I live there. I see how often cars break down and back up the 
road and it is not that often.  Not that often to me, maybe to some other people, sure.  I would like greater 
consideration to go into the width of not only the road but the width of the embankment along the 
different sections, the six different sections or how ever many you have described here.   
 
Another thing I would definitely like to say is that Bob’s Woods Bay Market is the only place to get gas 
for 30 miles.  The thought that is just tucked back in here, that “oh, we’ll just put them out of business 
because of the right-of-way.”  Go to New England, they’ve got gas stations over there.  So I think I would 
like to see greater concern given to the character of the area.  I’ve said this before and I’ve written this 
before, and so that is what I would like to see.  Bob’s Woods Bay Market is the only gas station between 
Bigfork and Polson.  Are you going to put them out of business?  That seems a bit rash considering the 
width of the roadway right there.   
 
I guess I would just like to see greater attention given to minimizing the impacts to the existing 
vegetation, for instance at Grand Avenue, the same thing.   If you take from Bridge and you make that 
embankment twice as wide, so you cut down all the trees that have taken the last 40 years to grow up 
there, you are going to have a big road cut.  Are we going to do that in Ice Box Canyon? So I would like 
to see the character of Bigfork preserved so it doesn’t look like a big road cut because somebody has a 
bunch of money to spend on a road.  Thank you. 
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Dan Harvey, 66 Sunset Lane, P.O. Box 901, Bigfork, MT 
 
 
Comment:  My name is Tom Jenko and I live at Windsor Drive.  I also own a business on the highway.  
I’ll be speaking with you probably the first part of the week, so some of the other comments I have I’ll 
talk to you about then. 
 
There are a couple of things I want to talk about.  One is that I’ve written already to whomever we were 
supposed to mail things to.   I just get the sense that we are aback to where we were before, so I just hope 
you are listening.  I don’t know if everybody else feels this, but I just hope you are really listening to us 
and we are not going through some sort of a rote, legalistic type of thing that you have to do, that you 
really are willing to change, and it might mean scrapping a lot of these things.  This project is probably a 
wonderful project for you because it appears that Bigfork wants to do some unique things.  So it might be 
a planning bonanza—you can talk about roundabouts and you can talk about community entrances and all 
those sort of things, but practically thinking there are some real issues.  We have a commercial faction 
that wants to keep it as a village but there are a lot of realistic things in terms of just people moving 
through and tourism and 18-wheel trucks that we really have to keep in mind here. 
 
There are two things I want to bring up just mainly for conversation and maybe for discussion.  One of 
them is the roundabouts. I’ve lived in New England and have had a lot of experience of roundabouts and 
I’ve traveled a great deal overseas and have been in roundabouts.  I’ve been through thousands and 
thousands of roundabouts.  They are a wonderful alternative to a stoplight and that is why they are there.  
But to have a roundabout in Bigfork is disastrous.  It is just not the right thing for this place.  It is the only 
roundabout in Montana and is probably in the northwest United States, maybe one of the few in the 
western United States.  They are very, very confusing if you don’t drive them.  The problem is that if you 
want to go off at a right angle, on a spoke off a roundabout, you’ve got to cross traffic. They are only 
proposing just one lane around here.  You’ve got to have two lanes where if you don’t make it you’ve got 
at least be able to drive around it again until there is a slot you can cross over and get in the other 
direction that you want to go.  We’ve got chip trucks, 18-wheelers, RV’s, tourists, elderly people, school 
busses.  It just isn’t going to work.  We’ve got a 35 mph speed limit, we don’t need to have roundabouts 
to slow people down.  That is the only reason these are proposed.  It is ludicrous.  It is more than one 
disaster waiting to happen.  So I hope you really reconsider the roundabout proposal because they are a 
lot of wasted money.  It requires a huge amount of right-of-way to do this right.  It is huge circle that is 
going to be required to be able to get an 18-wheeler through there, and I don’t think anybody realizes how 
much space that is going to take.  And the two of them are too close together as proposed.  I can’t believe 
you are even talking about it.  I’ve written a lengthy letter describing all of this stuff and it doesn’t seem 
to have made any difference to anybody. 
 
The second thing is Ice Box Canyon. The way I look at the proposal here, we are going to have a big 
concrete median in the middle of this thing.  Then we have to have a vegetated area there or something 
there to kind of buffer the concrete on both sides.  So we are creating this monstrous thing that we are 
trying to help us help ourselves so that we don’t get in accidents there.  But I can see it being an enormous 
boondoggle in terms of cost.  It will probably cost one million bucks to put all that concrete in and build 
the two things on the end of it, when all we really need is to straighten the corner out.  The landowner 
who is on both sides of that is willing to give more access as I understand it, more right-of-way to 
straighten the corner out a little bit.  So we don’t need to have this big concrete abutment through the 
middle of it and these things on either end of it at an incredible cost.   
 
So I really hope, again, that you will listen to those two things.  There are some other issues I have terms 
of my own business and I’ll talk to you later about that.  I hope everybody else wants to talk about this 
sort of thing because this is really big if you don’t understand roundabouts.  Thank you. 
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Tom Jenko, 500 Windsor Drive, Bigfork, MT, (406) 837-5541 
 
 
Comment: My name is Rose Schwennesen and I live ate 22074 East Shore Route on the east shore down 
south of Bigfork.  I’ve been involved in this process for four years, I think, and I’d like to make a couple 
of comments.  In general I see what has come out of this has been fairly responsive to what public input 
has given you.  I appreciate the fact that we have the potential of having a pedestrian bikeway and multi-
use paths.  I think that is really important.  I have kids who are grown now but I could never let them ride 
on Hwy 35 because there was never a shoulder and whenever they disobeyed, they had to dive for the 
borrow pit.  So I really appreciate the fact that we will have the option of walking and biking on this 
stretch of road.  Eventually I’d like to see it happen the whole way around the lake.  Why are we needing 
to be so backward? Why can’t we be progressive and allow ourselves the exercise capability of that?  I 
know that is not within the scope of this meeting, but it just a thing I would like to see. 
 
As far as the roundabouts go, I beg to differ with Tom.  Sorry about that.  I too have driven in Europe and 
everywhere and as an education tool, and I think this will be a challenge for the Montana Department of 
Transportation to educate people as to how to drive in a roundabout.  To my knowledge the person who is 
in the roundabout has the right-of-way, so that people who want to enter the roundabout yield to the 
person who is within the roundabout themselves, and therefore that person who wants to turn left, goes 
around and he is not impeded by people coming in because he has the right-of-way.  So I think it is an 
efficient movement of traffic.  I think that it is something that we should allow in Bigfork as a unique 
situation.  Actually I think there is a roundabout already in Missoula, but that may be not within the 
Department of Transportation and may be in the City, I’m not sure.  Is that right Loran?   (Answer: it is 
the City of Missoula).  At any rate, we aren’t the first, dog-gone-it, but I’d like us to be able to have that.   
 
It was hard for me to hear, but I’d like to second Dan’s comment on the width of the bridge and the 
impact of the width of the bridge.  I’ve heard from old-timers in the Bigfork area that say that during the 
50’s and the construction period of the bridge as it exists, the impact of the shoulder area that braces up 
our roadway, was extreme and it denuded this area for years and years.  And as we are seeing now, maybe 
we need to cut some trees, but I think where you allow the breadth of the roadway’s impact is going to be 
very significant to us in Bigfork, visually and also to those that of course live in that area.   
 
That leads into a question that I have as to how the highway department or the construction crew is going 
to mediate the impact if we are not going to detour Bigfork, which I agree would be a poor idea.  That 
seems in my mind, to make us have a greater impact on what we are talking about which is both sides of 
the existing bridge.   I just don’t see how that is going to happen, and maybe you can enlighten me in 
that? 
  
The last question I have is what is the timeline for funding this?  I realize funding is the key thing, but if 
we had a go from this right now in 2004, how much more gray am I going to have to get before we get a 
nice sequence from Woods Bay to the Canyon?  Thank you. 
 
Rose Schwennesenm, 22074 East Shore Route, Bigfork, MT, (406) 982-3410 
 
 
Comment: My name is Jerry Agen and I live in Woods Bay and have lived there with my family since I 
was one year old, so I have seen a lot of changes in this area.  I have three comments that I would like to 
make, and some of these comments relate to what I have said in previous hearings.   
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I will start first by mentioning and commenting on your comment on roundabouts.  I also live on 
Bainbridge Island, which is across from Seattle, and they put a roundabout there.  That roundabout works 
well but it only works with slow speed.  Highway 35 is not a slow highway even if it posted at 55 mph or 
35 mph.  How they would ever get around a roundabout going at that speed, I have no idea.  I think that is 
a big consideration that you folks should make. 
 
The other thing I am concerned with, as I have said before, wider highways generally mean greater 
speeds.  I hope you are not being short sighted in looking at the potential that is all of Highway 35 from 
Polson to Bigfork.  There are few places in the state that have a greater potential of being a beautiful 
scenic highway and do you in all of this or in any of this, and that is an environmental statement, have 
you taken into consideration what this area will be and should be 50 years from now?  You speak in terms 
of the bridge, you want a bridge that is going to last 50 years, well you should have a highway that 
represents the needs of this entire area—the economic needs, the human needs, the environmental needs.  
I think we have a great potential to build or to have a very special scenic highway and I don’t see this 
even mentioned anywhere with in this statement.  I think it is short sighted that you have not considered 
that. 
 
Finally as a resident of Woods Bay, you are building this wider probably faster highway and you are 
dumping it into a congested area that is served by an “S” curve.  You come down the Woods Bay Hill, it 
narrows down and then you go around this S turn, with businesses down there, residents down there.  If 
people come down there faster than what they are now going, you are going to create probably a more 
hazardous highway condition than anything you are going to solve with this entire project.  Thank you.  
 
Jerry Agen, 26146 East Cole Sloe Street, Bigfork, MT 59911, (406) 250-6630 
 
 
(Mike Worrall) Is there any one else that would like to speak for the public record?  Ok. Thank you for 
your comments. I want to answer some of the questions asked.  I wasn’t going to get in and counter 
anybody’s comment but I wanted to answer a few questions that came up just to hopefully clarify. 
 
 
Answers to General Questions 
 
Daphne Pond:  We were aware of Daphne Pond’s unique nature—that there are no fish and the 
significance of that.  The one acre of wetland is not Daphne Pond, we’ve actually strived to stay away 
from any involvement whatsoever with Daphne Pond.  That.1 acre of impact happens to be at the glacial 
basin that is just north of Woods Bay, in that area, which in an area that is sensitive in its own right.  But 
it wasn’t Daphne pond. 
 
Non-Point Discharge:  The potential for non-point discharge? We did consider that.  One of the goals of 
the community was to not create any point discharge by putting in any curb and gutter facilitating the 
drainage to open ditches, that you would not concentrate the flow at a pipe that would outlet.  That was 
one thing and understanding the particular sensitivities of the bridge and that is an area of special focus 
that we need to continue to look as it goes on to final design and find a way to avoid that.  So that is to 
answer those questions specifically. 
 
Embankment Near Bridge: With regard to the embankment near the bridge, we talked about the bridge 
width and the sensitivities of the slopes and the vegetation on those slopes, and we worked with the 
Advisory Committee on this quite extensively.  One of the reasons that a roundabout was considered at 
that location is because it precluded the need for an additional left-turn lane that you would need at a 
conventional intersection at that bridge street.  That was one reason.  In addition we were aware of the 
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sensitivity of the slope.  I think somebody mentioned that when those slopes were originally constructed 
in the late 50’s,  it took years and years and years … and you actually had people from the community I 
think neighbors of yours, who had pictures of this when it was first built and how bare the slopes were for 
many years.  I think the way we’ve laid that out, with the use of some shorter retaining walls (3 to 5 feet) 
on that edge, we can avoid the direct effect to the majority of that. 
 
Bob’s Woods Bay Market:  Bob’s Woods Bay Market is not going to go away.  It wasn’t a direct impact 
that was identified and we are not going to affect that.  Just to clarify that. 
 
Timeline:  As far as the time line, right now what we’ve been telling people is that the absolute soonest 
that this thing could be ready is 2007.  Actually more realistically 2008 given the current fund stream.  It 
has been in place for the past six years.  For those of you who actually pay attention to what is going on in 
Washington D.C., just to paint the picture for you, Montana happens to be a state that relies most heavily 
for federal aid with regard to transportation. 
 
(Loran Frazier)  I can jump in on that.  About 87% of the money we spend on highways in the State of 
Montana is federal aid money and 13% of that is our state gas tax.  So what we’ve been running on and 
projecting that we’d keep about the same amount of money coming into Montana for the next six years as 
we received in the last six years.  I have this project funding sitting in our plan.  Every November we get 
into a fight here with construction plans.  I have Bigfork slated in for 2008.  That is if we go through this 
process and through this document and Federal Highways gives us the go ahead that our document is 
good and we get a FONSI, we can start final design.  That is a 24-30 month time frame.  Then after that 
we have right-of-way, which takes about 18 months.  So we are from 40-48 months aware from being 
able to go to construction just as the process builds and that is if everything just clicks along real good.  
That is our goal for the funding.  We are looking at four years out from this decision point. 
 
(Loran Frazier) The other interesting thing is that we have been without a highway bill since October 1, 
2003, and they have been running on a continuation.  Right now, we are hoping that our Senators in 
Washington, in the House, will be able to get some type of bill out of Congress so we can have a funded 
highway bill.  We are running a little short of cash as we are getting towards the end of the federal fiscal 
year and the continuation.  Right now in the State of Montana we’ve spent all money that was given to us 
so far.  We know there is suppose to be another one coming and I’m hoping Congress will do that.  I’d 
hate to shut down for a few months.  Anyway however this highway bill comes out also affects this 
funding and we are trying to guess what Congress is going to give us. 
  
Construction:  As far as the construction and the timeline of construction, I think that is an area the 
community should pay particular attention to because it potentially could affect you.  What we’ve been 
estimating is that it would take the better part of a couple of construction seasons to do the roadway 
construction.  Not all of that would necessarily mean that everything is completely closed down during 
that time, but we anticipate it would take a good part of that. The bridge and that whole area is an area of 
specific concern.  We’ve looked at a couple of different things and a number of different people in the 
community have asked some very good questions and come up with some very good ideas based on 
things that they’ve seen in other areas of the world.  One of the things we are investigating is the use of a 
temporary bridge that could be placed in there.  There are a number of people that have seen some 
extensively long temporary bridges in Canada being used lately on construction and we are trying to track 
some of that down. That would help.  If that doesn’t materialize we’ve developed a construction 
sequencing whereby traffic would be reduced down to one lane that would alternate lanes with a 
temporary signal at both ends that would basically flag direction of travel across that.  What would 
happen is that we would tear down half of the existing structure while you are maintaining one lane on the 
other half.  Construct half of the new structure and move that traffic over to the new structure and tear 
down the other half of the old structure, and then finish the new structure.  Our goal would be for all of 



 Finding of No Significant Impact 
 STPP 52-1 (18) 27 Appendix B 
 

Montana Department of Transportation 16 

that period where the community would see lane closures and any closures at all with regard to traffic, 
would occur to the greatest extent in the off season, in the nine months from September through May that 
it is not reliant on tourist traffic.  We are hoping we can avoid detours.  If there was a detour, the only 
detour available to us is Hwy 83 to 209, which is about a 12-mile detour.  It might be an option for trucks 
particularly during this period.  If that comes up we would like to limit that to the bare minimum—a week 
or so at max.  We haven’t completely resolved every detail of that but we think that is reasonable at this 
point.  From here on out, there is a lot of final design that has to happen and that issue is going to continue 
to be on the top of our minds and it is another issue we will continue to coordinate with the public on and 
communicate with you on.  It won’t be without its effects.  It won’t be.  But we are going to make every 
attempt possible to minimize that. 
 
Those were the general questions asked, the other ones were more specific and I didn’t want to 
necessarily comment on that.  Are there any other general questions that you might have to clarify 
anything? 
 
 
Q: What is the proposed speed limit going to be? 
 
A: We are not proposing to change the speed limit from what is there right now. In Bigfork and Woods 

Bay it is now posted at 35 mph.  The design we are proposing is consistent with that. Then along the 
entire east shore the speed limit outside of those speed zones is 55 mph.  We are not proposing to 
change that or adjust that in any way. 
 
Width and Runoff:  One point of clarification I might make with regard to the amount of width for 
those people who brought that up.  We did consider the additional impervious space that would 
contribute to runoff and we did consider whether we would need to do treatment or not, and since we 
aren’t collecting that in a point discharge.  If we were we would need to treat that in some way, but 
to this point we haven’t identified that we are collecting that in a storm sewer that would require that 
since it is going to be flowing in open ditches which is actually better than most of what you could 
construct. 
 
Width:  One of the things I wanted to point out is that you are not alone in the concern of the overall 
width.  That has been a concern that has been voiced by the community from day one.  The 
Department has actually agreed to a number of design modifications or adjustments or compromises, 
if you will, on their typical standards in order to reduce the overall paved width.  By rights with the 
amount of traffic that MT-35 receives, it should have eight-foot shoulders all the way through 
according to national standards.  We looked at that and with the concerns of the community about 
the overall width, and trying to balance that with need to have some shoulder.  For those of you that 
have your wheel tickle the edge of that white line and drop over the edge once in awhile, it’s an 
unnerving moment.  We developed a section that instead of an eight-foot paved shoulder; it has a 
four-foot paved shoulder.  So a four-foot paved space outside of the white stripe, and then four feet 
of turf that has some sort of a foundation underneath so it wouldn’t become a mud hole but it 
wouldn’t be all pavement either.  That is the section we proposed between Woods Bay and Bigfork 
in that rural section.   
 
Ditch Widths and Slopes:  The other thing I’ll say is that the Department has compromised on their 
typical standards, in the ditch widths and the slopes.  Typically the ideal situation is to put in a ten-
foot wide ditch that a mower can get down into the center to clear the weeds to facilitate the flow 
down the ditch.  This project the Department has decided to compromise on that and go to a narrow 
V ditch, not unlike what you see out there now.  So you don’t have the wide ditches that you would 
see on Creston North and South.  The other thing is that the Department agreed to allow us to 
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steepen some of the slopes.  We’ve actually included a great amount of retaining wall to contain 
those slopes such that it doesn’t get to be this big wide corridor as well. So we were cognizant of that 
and I think we did a reasonable effort to try and keep those narrow. I just wanted to relay that those 
issues have been brought up continuously from the community, so you are not alone.  

 
 
Q: I just want to add that the proposed alternative as it stands now is not responsive to the Flathead 

Lake TMDL in that it would behoove the Department of Transportation to pay attention to the 
Woods Bay area and some sort of modification to reduce nutrient transport.  

 
A: (Mike Worrall) Ok, we will look at that. 
 
 
Q: I would like to add one thing.  The water, the runoff from Bob’s Woods Bay Market goes down Hwy 

35 and down Yenne Point Road and it does down almost to Lake Shore Drive, and it is bringing mud 
in and highway materials in and I was wondering if you could look at that? 

 
A: (Mike Worrall) Ok, thank you. 
 
 
Q: Could you address again who is responsible for the upkeep and the maintenance of the meridian 

areas, the lawns and that kind of stuff? 
 
A: (Loran Frazier) Most of the medians if they are a landscaped area, mostly due to resource constraints 

we have the local communities maintain those. 
 
 
Q: Will they be running water to them out in the middle of the road? 
 
A: (Loran Frazier) We can. In some of the communities that wanted to do that, actually when we built 

the road, we put conduit under the road so they can get the water line out to the middle of the median 
to water the plants that are out there.  That is up to the local communities to maintain those 
landscaped medians.  I just simply don’t have the money or the men to go out and be gardeners.   

 
 
Q: Are you able to address the concerns of the roundabouts.  
  
A: (Mike Worrall) I can address them just by saying that in the process of evaluating and considering 

those roundabouts, I will say that the community is not of one mind on this.  There are some people 
that really, really would like to see them and there are some people that really, really would not, and 
there are some people that are on the fence.  That is the impression I have.  I am more interested in 
facilitating the process to come up with the best solution for the community.  We feel like this 
represents something that reaches toward doing something that is unique with regard to Bigfork.  It 
is certainly unique with regard to the way the highway looks and identifying it as something 
different, and something to help provide more continuity of speeds in some areas, not necessarily 
road speeds.  

 
A: (Loran Frazier) I have something to add in there. I was really apprehensive about these.  About four 

years ago I got requests for roundabouts from Bigfork to Stevensville from about every community 
in western Montana.  So we at the Department made quite an effort over the last two years to try and 
educate ourselves on them and to go look at them. I even went down on a road trip to Colorado, we 
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took a van down and our State Traffic Engineer and some other folks and we drove the ones that are 
in Golden Colorado, Breckenridge and Aspen.  There are a whole bunch of roundabouts in Colorado.  
As a boy from Montana who hasn’t traveled outside of the state except about four times, I was even 
able to drive a 12-passenger van through them without even a scary incident.  I was really amazed at 
the ones in Golden, Colorado that were on a 45 mph roadway and they seemed to function really 
well.  In looking at those, I had a lot of concerns.  I really wouldn’t allowed them to be looked at as 
an alternative if I thought they were unsafe.  I had the experts in the traffic field look at them and 
they feel with the designs here, they will work.  One of the key components to that is having a little 
bit of a median that gives the driver a little raised median and a little narrowing of the roadway, a 
little psychological effect and the driver starts backing off the throttle and paying attention as they 
come into to them.  With that in there, our Traffic Engineer who is retired as of this year, but the last 
few years he looked through that.  His name is Don Dusick and he is probably one of the most 
conservative Traffic Engineers that we’ve seen, and he felt that it would work and I trust his 
professional judgment on that. 

 
 
Q: The communities in Colorado get a little different type of snow than what we get here, so I’m 

wondering about our type of snow.  It has a different water content.  I’m concerned about the ice and 
maintenance of these roundabouts.  How is your department going to keep these clear of snow? 

 
A: (Loran Frazier) We plan on running a plow around them to get it out.  We looked at that for 

maintenance and the other issues.  You can look at a conventional intersection now where you’ve a 
got a right-turn lane and a left-turn lane.  I’ve got to send my snow plow through the intersection, 
turn that left-turn lane and go down back up and come back and go through it again.  Where with a 
roundabout they can make two laps around it and continue down one of the legs. 

 
 
Q: Where do they put the snow?  In a really heavy snow, where is all that snow going? 
 
A: (Loran Frazier) We would plow to the outside. 
 
 
Q: How high can you pile it? 
 
A: (Loran Frazier) Well, we pile it about seven feet tall on Lookout Pass. 
 
 
Q: You have plenty of equipment to do that? 
 
A: (Loran Frazier) We have equipment in the Flathead area that can handle great amounts of snow.  We 

have snow blowers and actually we have V-7 that we keep on line if the snow gets deep, that we use 
on Marias Pass for the avalanches.  If snow gets that high, we do have the equipment here that we 
can move in. 

 
 
Q: But what if it’s higher? 
 
A: (Loran Frazier) It could be.  We could “what if” scenario all we want, but the equipment is in our 

Kalispell area and we can mobilize it.  Chances are that if the snow is that heavy here in Bigfork, I 
am going to borrowing stuff from all other parts of the state.  Kind of like when the North got hit bad 
this winter, and we sent all our cabs and all our snow blowers over east of Havre to help them out. 
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Q: Is this considered all one project? 
 
A: (Loran Frazier) Yes. 
 
 
Q: So it doesn’t get, like Lake Hills is important because it is a safety issue with a lot of people in there 

grocery shopping, it wouldn’t be just that section, it has to be the whole thing? 
 
A: (Loran Frazier) Our plan is to try and approach it so that we … I would like to keep it funded as one 

whole project.  It all depends on how that money comes in.  If we don’t get as much as we thought 
we would, maybe we would have to split it up by section, but I would rather not.  I would keep it as 
one section and try and minimize the amount of construction impacts to the community. 

 
 
Q: But either way it is a forward to go?  Something is to be done or nothing? 
 
A: (Loran Frazier) Yes, it is a project that I’m planning to put in 2008.  Unless we come up with a 

finding of significant impact and we go to an EIS process then it would carry things out for a few 
more years.   Someday that bridge is going to be addressed, the roadway base that is there now is 
tired.  You’ve been seeing a lot of patching activities going on and we get to a point where we start 
spending an awful lot of money on maintenance and it becomes time to build a road. 

 
 
Q: Ever since you put the 35 mph speed limit in, especially through Ice Box curve.  It is fairly narrow 

there and you have cars all backed up that are ten-fifteen deep.  When it was 45 mph we didn’t have 
that problem at all.  Now you have a problem with a lot if people taking more chances and driving 
fast.  The more you are slowing us up, the more you are backing the traffic up. 

 
 
Q: How does the appraiser value your property? 
 
A: (Mike Worrall) What happens is that an independent appraiser gets hired. That appraiser conducts 

appraisals of the property prior to the right-of-way acquisition and after the acquisition.  Then the 
assessment is for the fair market value of the difference between the two.  That is what that appraisal 
is. 

 
(Loran Frazier)  With federal aid the process is basically a certified appraiser comes and appraises 
your property, that appraisal is then reviewed by a review appraiser and they make some 
recommendations.  Then after that the review appraisal, then our negotiator comes out and makes an 
offer and the negotiations go on after that.  On average if we take 100 people that we deal with, 
probably 85-90% of the appraisals are good.  Every now and then we have that 2-3% where 
somehow they missed the mark, and it gets down to negotiations.  We do our best to pay fair price 
for the property that we need.  

 
 
Q: What if you don’t want to sell at all? 
 
A: (Loran Frazier) For those where we are not able to negotiate a settlement and they don’t what to sell 

at all, we do have the authority of eminent domain, which means that then we get a day in court to 
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tell the judge why you don’t want to sell or why we don’t need it.  The burden on us as we design the 
right-of-way is “the minimum private injury for the most public good”.  So when we design the 
right-of-way, we design for the minimum right-of-way that we need. 

 
 
Q: Were you here four years ago? 
 
A: (Loran Frazier) Yes. 
 
 
Q: I was at every one of those meetings and we live on Hwy 35.  That cut goes right through my back 

door.   This is a question that I asked one of the engineers, and I don’t know if he is here tonight? He 
told me at the time that my place would not be touched.  Anything with a Chevron sign on it, you 
were going to do something else. 

 
A: The oil and gas line? 
 
 
Q: There have been several accidents at my house and my neighbors’ house too.  99% of the wrecks are 

from drunks and damn fools, it is not because of climate.  The more you modernize this highway, the 
faster they are going to go.  Just like Lyle said, this 35 mph speed limit up here is killing everybody.  
I don’t know how started it or anything else.  I go through it about 3 or 4 times a day, and I’ve had, 
especially young girls, passing me on that center line, and they are going by me, I’m doing 35 mph 
and they pass me like I’m standing still.  So it’s a killer. And the roundabouts, no, I cannot see them 
here in this town.  I’ve been for 52 years, and 32 years as Fire Marshall, I’ve driven these roads all 
around and to me those roundabouts are going to ruin this town and it has already done with what’s 
happened to it now.   It is not Bigfork any more, it is a tourist trap, and that is going to help it go 
down hill. 

 
 
Q:  Now is this targeting primarily environmental requirements for this project?  Being as how I don’t 

plan to sell my house if you plan to do the road for sure, I wonder how far it goes before you 
absolutely won’t listen to any idea?  If you go out here across the street to the Baptist church when 
they widened that stretch out, the guy put up a chain saw with a slash through it.  Maybe you’ve 
driven by it right across from here just up a little ways.  I’ve seen them come into the roadway 
shoulder and cut down every single tree.  If they don’t have to be cut, I wonder how fixed in stone 
this is?  A guy with a D-9 is probably not your best landscaper.  Right there where I live, you can 
slow down to look at the lake because you can start to see the lake—you have just passed Bridge 
Street heading up to Grand Avenue.  So I wonder is if somebody is just going to go in and because 
the state owns inside my front fence, they can go in and cut down every single tree, and I wonder the 
possibility of saying do you need to cut these trees, do you need to cut all these trees?  You go out 
there and you have trees this big from the last time this happened.   That is what I would like to 
know.   Because you are talking about now only doing this side of the road, you are talking about 
both sides of the road, and doing all the way to Marina Kay and making it twice as wide.  So I guess 
I see that as just one big eye sore for ten years after t his project is done.  I have a concern about that.  
I wonder if that is something that needs to be done because you put the guardrails up, that is the end 
of the ___________ as far as the state goes.  So I mean, how set in stone is this for that kind of 
thing? 

  
A: I think it would be easiest if we sat down with you and showed you exactly what the proposal looks 

like through there, so you can see for yourself what it is going to do. 
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Q: Sure I would appreciate that.  
 
 
Closing Remarks 
 
I guess we can consider the formal comment phase of this project done along with the questions answer 
period.  We are going to be around for a while if you want to talk with us and if you want to set up a 
meeting between me and yourself for next week, I’ll be here Monday through Wednesday, talk to Bert 
and he will set me up on a schedule.  I’ll also be around for a little while to talk to you.  Thank you for 
coming. 
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Comments Received During the Public Comment Period and MDT Response 
 
The following pages present comments received during the public comment period and MDT’s responses 
to those comments. Comments 1 through 6 are formal verbal comments provided at the July 14, 2004 
public hearing.  The remaining comments are written comments submitted at the public hearing and 
during the public comment period. 
 
Comments are reproduced on the left side of the page, and corresponding responses are provided on the 
right side of the page. Where possible, individual themes within a comment are called out with a label in 
the left margin (i.e., 21A, 21B, 21C) so that corresponding responses can be more easily tracked on the 
right side.  
 
Listed below are individuals who submitted comments on the EA, and the page number of the comment 
and responses in this appendix: 
 
Marsha Knell:.............................................................................................................................................. 30 
Bonnie Ellis, Flathead Lake Biological Station: ......................................................................................... 31 
Dan Harvey: ................................................................................................................................................ 32 
Tom Jenko: ................................................................................................................................................. 33 
Rose Schwennesen: ..................................................................................................................................... 35 
Jerry Agen: .................................................................................................................................................. 37 
Russell H. Kinzer, Bigfork School District No. 38: .................................................................................... 39 
Russell H. Kinzer, Bigfork School District No. 38: .................................................................................... 40 
Ken Degitz: ................................................................................................................................................. 41 
Hugh Doty & Jerry McClenahan: ............................................................................................................... 42 
Kirk Hansen: ............................................................................................................................................... 43 
Ron & Carol Pierce: .................................................................................................................................... 44 
Michael Jones & Karen Devaane: ............................................................................................................... 45 
Patrick Gould: ............................................................................................................................................. 46 
Joe & Julie Cassetta: ................................................................................................................................... 47 
Bart Anderson: ............................................................................................................................................ 49 
Joe Pastor: ................................................................................................................................................... 50 
Ted Nickols, Bigfork Auto Parts Store: ...................................................................................................... 51 
Dana & Sandy Saxten: ................................................................................................................................ 52 
Jim & Sheila Fleming: ................................................................................................................................ 53 
Barbara & Mike Wolstein: .......................................................................................................................... 54 
Kent Bolstad, Bethany Lutheran: ................................................................................................................ 56 
Larry & Yvonne Janoff: .............................................................................................................................. 57 
Kathy Collins: ............................................................................................................................................. 58 
Arnold & Carol Morris: .............................................................................................................................. 59 
Ted Groenke & Fritz (illegible), Bigfork Orchards: ................................................................................... 60 
Robert & Karen Nelson: ............................................................................................................................. 62 
Doris Gorsuch: ............................................................................................................................................ 63 
Dan Hodges:................................................................................................................................................ 64 
Jerry & Shirley Neilson: ............................................................................................................................. 65 
Lyle & Loretta Aklestead: .......................................................................................................................... 66 
Charles Wilson: ........................................................................................................................................... 67 
Pickavance – Bowling Alley: ...................................................................................................................... 68 
Jack Paulson: ............................................................................................................................................... 69 
Kathleen Greytak: ....................................................................................................................................... 70 
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Jim & Corrinne Johnson: ............................................................................................................................ 72 
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Jim Greytak: ................................................................................................................................................ 75 
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Thelma Russell: .......................................................................................................................................... 77 
Craig Spicher for Donna Hudson: ............................................................................................................... 78 
Jim Greytak: ................................................................................................................................................ 79 
Judith R. Stevens: ........................................................................................................................................ 80 
Charlene Herron: ......................................................................................................................................... 81 
John Bourquin: ............................................................................................................................................ 82 
Linda Carter: ............................................................................................................................................... 83 
Kirk Mackenzie: .......................................................................................................................................... 84 
T.D. Harvey: ............................................................................................................................................... 85 
T.D. Harvey: ............................................................................................................................................... 86 
Kirk Hansen: ............................................................................................................................................... 87 
Brett Thuma: ............................................................................................................................................... 88 
Marty Miller: ............................................................................................................................................... 89 
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Patricia Haugo:............................................................................................................................................ 91 
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No Name Provided: ..................................................................................................................................... 96 
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g 
a 

m
or

e 
ur
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ze
d 
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R

ou
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ou

ts
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ud
ed
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Pr

ef
er
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d 

A
lte
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to
 p
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de
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 c
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en
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f 
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ill
 b

e 
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om
m

od
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ck
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ig

fo
rk
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 W
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ds
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ay
, t
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 c

ur
re

nt
 p

os
te

d 
sp

ee
d 

lim
it 
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 3
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m
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Th
e 

po
st

ed
 sp

ee
d 

lim
it 
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e 
sp

ee
d 
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ne
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s 5

0 
m

ph
, a

nd
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ot

 p
ro

po
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d 
to
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an
ge
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Th

e 
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ed

 sp
ee

d 
lim
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 d
et

er
m
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ed
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y 

th
e 
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ig

hw
ay
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om

m
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 C
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y 
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m
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t b
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m
en
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n 
th

e 
hi

gh
w

ay
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h 
B

ig
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.  
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 h

av
e 

a 
sp

ee
d 

lim
it 

lo
w

er
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 re
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ire
s a
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es

t f
or
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 sp

ee
d 

st
ud

y 
fr

om
 th

e 
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ca
l g

ov
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en

t 
or
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 p

et
iti

on
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 th
e 

H
ig

hw
ay

 C
om

m
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si
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om
 th

e 
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ca
l g

ov
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 p
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ra
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 p
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t 
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 b
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 d
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 b
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r 
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ve
 a
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e 
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ev
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it 
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n’

t a
 

se
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t i
t i
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n 

th
e 
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g 
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ts
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ng
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d 
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m

on
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 o
ut
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 c
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w

e 
ar
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w
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 p
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o 
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 d
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t o
ut

, i
t h

as
 to

 
co
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 c
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 c

on
ce

rn
. 

R
es

po
ns

e 
1C

: 
A

 m
ul

ti-
us

e 
pa

th
 is

 a
 p
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 b
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 o
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 p
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at
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R
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 b
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m
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rta

nc
e 

of
 D

ap
hn

e 
Po

nd
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 p
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 p
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 p
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 b
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o 
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y 
la
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sp
ec

ie
s o
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 c
al
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M

ag
na
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 it
 is
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e,
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 c
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K
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 c
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m
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 th
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e 
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, f
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 b
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ig
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r t
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 b
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.  
So

 th
es

e 
tw

o 
or

ga
ni

sm
s p
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t o

f o
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at
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s. 
 

W
ith

ou
t g

oi
ng

 in
to

 it
 a

nd
 b

or
in

g 
yo

u,
 ju

st
 le

t m
e 

te
ll 

yo
u 

th
at

 to
 

an
yo

ne
 in

 th
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f c
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 b
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m
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ve
r t
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d 
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 D
ap
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I g
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w

an
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d 
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u 
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t t
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 .1
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cr
e 
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ra
tio
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ta
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ng

 to
 b

e?
  W

he
n 

I l
oo

k 
at

 th
e 

m
ap
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do

n’
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ea
lly
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e 
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h 
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pa
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Pe

rh
ap

s t
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t w
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st

 th
e 
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 e
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pa
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ed

 b
y 

th
e 
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il 

yo
u 
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e 

pr
op

os
in

g?
  B

ec
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se
 w

ha
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 a
m

 c
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rn

ed
 a

bo
ut

 is
 

ad
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tio
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l f
ill

 to
 th

e 
po
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ex
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98
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ot
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ra
ph
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f D

ap
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nd
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 .7

6 
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s o

f 
fil

l h
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e 
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ad

y 
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en
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ce
d 
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 th
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po

nd
.  

I a
m

 n
ot

 a
w

ar
e 

of
 

an
y 

En
vi

ro
nm

en
ta

l A
ss

es
sm

en
ts

 th
at

 o
cc

ur
re

d 
w

he
n 

th
at

 to
ok

 
pl

ac
e 

an
d 

w
he

th
er

 th
er

e 
w

as
 a

ny
 m

iti
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tio
n 

fo
r t

ha
t. 

B
ut

 c
er

ta
in

ly
 

th
is

 d
im

in
is

he
s t

he
 h

ab
ita

t a
va

ila
bl

e 
fo

r D
ap

hn
ea

 M
ag

na
.  

Th
ey

 
lik

e 
to

 g
o 

in
to

 li
tto

ra
l a

re
as

 o
r s

ho
re

lin
e 

ar
ea

s t
o 

ge
t a

w
ay

 fr
om

 
th

is
 b

ig
 K

ao
br

as
 p

re
da

to
r. 

 A
nd

 it
 d

im
in

is
he

s t
he

 n
at

ur
al

 
fu

nc
tio

ni
ng

 o
f a

 w
et

la
nd

 e
co

sy
st

em
.  

C
er

ta
in

ly
 I 

w
ou

ld
 li

ke
 to

 se
e 

th
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e 

sa
m

e 
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id

er
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io
ns

 fo
r D

ap
hn

e 
Po

nd
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re
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iv
en

 th
at

 a
re
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ve
n 

fo
r t

he
 w

et
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nd
s a

nd
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 th
e 

N
in
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pe
s a

re
a 

fo
r i
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e 

on
 

H
ig

hw
ay

 9
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th

er
e.
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he
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ld
 b

e 
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 e
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im
at
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4 

he
ct

ar
e 

(0
.1

 a
cr

e)
 o

f i
m

pa
ct

 a
t 

W
et

la
nd

 #
5 

(w
he

re
 D

ap
hn

e 
Po

nd
 is

 lo
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te
d)

.  
Th

e 
0.

1 
ac

re
s o

f i
m

pa
ct

 w
as

 a
ss

oc
ia

te
d 

pa
rtl

y 
w

ith
 h

ig
hw

ay
 

w
id

en
in

g 
an

d 
pa

rtl
y 

w
ith

 th
e 

m
ul

ti-
pu

rp
os

e 
pa

th
 th

at
 

w
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 a
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um
ed

 to
 b

e 
lo

ca
te

d 
al

on
g 

th
e 

ea
st
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de

 o
f 

D
ap

hn
e 

Po
nd
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B

ec
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se
 o

f c
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ce
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ce
d 
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im
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ct
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D
ap

hn
e 

Po
nd

, t
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 m
ul
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pu

rp
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e 
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th
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ill
 

no
w

 b
e 

lo
ca

te
d 

ad
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nt

 to
 th

e 
hi

gh
w

ay
, o

n 
th

e 
w
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t 
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 o
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hn

e 
Po

nd
.  

Th
is

 c
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r t
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e 
of

 w
et

la
nd
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; h
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ev
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 re
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s t
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hi

gh
er
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lit
y 

po
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 e
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e 
w

et
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nd
s e
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t o

f 
th

e 
po
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Th
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 w
ill

 p
re
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n 
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r 
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g 
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at
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 p

ro
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W
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 b
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 d
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 p
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 c
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 p
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d 
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ro
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 p
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 c
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th
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m
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 p
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m
m
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m
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w
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 c
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t c
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 (p
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 c
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 p
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yi
ng

 to
 fi

gu
re

 o
ut

 w
ay

s t
o 

re
du

ce
 n

itr
og

en
 a

nd
 p
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 a
ny

 w
ay

 p
os

si
bl

e.
  S

o 
I h

op
e 

th
e 

M
on

ta
na

 D
ep

ar
tm

en
t o

f T
ra

ns
po

rta
tio

n 
w

ill
 st

ep
 in

 a
s w

el
l a

nd
 

try
 to

 fi
nd

 so
m

e 
w

ay
 to

 re
du

ce
 in

cr
ea

se
d 

nu
tri

en
t t

ra
ns

po
rt 

to
 th

e 
La

ke
. 

A
dd

iti
on

al
ly

, d
itc

he
s d

o 
no

t c
on

ce
nt

ra
te

 fl
ow

, u
nl

ik
e 

cu
rb

 a
nd

 g
ut

te
r o

r s
to

rm
 se

w
er

s. 

 
 

 
2C

 
La

st
ly

 th
e 

br
id

ge
, t

he
 S

w
an

 B
rid

ge
, I

 ju
st

 w
an

te
d 

to
 m

en
tio

n 
to

 
yo

u 
ou

r c
on

ce
rn

 a
bo

ut
 n

ut
rie

nt
 in

pu
ts

 fr
om

 th
e 

br
id

ge
 a

s w
el

l e
ve

n 
af

te
r i

t’s
 e

st
ab

lis
he

d.
  I

f y
ou

 c
ou

ld
 c

om
m

en
t o

n 
th

is
 I 

w
ou

ld
 

ap
pr

ec
ia

te
 it

.  
If

 th
er

e 
ar

e 
an

y 
te

ch
no

lo
gi

ca
l f

ix
es

 o
ut

 th
er

e 
fo

r 
ta

ki
ng

 ru
no

ff
 fr

om
 a

 b
rid

ge
 a

nd
 tr

ea
tin

g 
it 

or
 tr

an
sp

or
tin

g 
it 

so
m

ew
he

re
 so

 th
at

 it
s n

ut
rie

nt
 a

nd
 se

di
m

en
t l

oa
d 

ca
n 

be
 re

du
ce

d 
be

fo
re

 it
 fl

ow
s i

nt
o 

th
e 

La
ke

.  
A

t a
 m

in
im

um
 I 

th
in

k 
w

e 
ne

ed
 to

 
lo

ok
 a

t t
ha

t a
nd

 fo
r a

ll 
th

e 
di

ff
er

en
t a

re
as

 o
f r

oa
d 

ar
ou

nd
 th

e 
la

ke
 

th
at

 a
re

 c
lo

se
 to

 F
la

th
ea

d 
La

ke
 a

nd
 a

ll 
th

e 
br

id
ge

s. 
 P

er
ha

ps
 e

ve
n 

m
ov

in
g 

to
 u

se
 o

f s
an

d 
ra

th
er

 th
an

 a
 d

ei
ce

r. 
 T

ha
nk

 y
ou

 fo
r 

to
le

ra
tin

g 
m

y 
lo

ng
 c

om
m

en
ts

 a
nd

 I 
lo

ok
 fo

rw
ar

d 
to

 y
ou

r r
es

po
ns

e.
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M

D
T 

w
ill

 in
te

gr
at

e 
ap

pr
op

ria
te

 w
at

er
 q

ua
lit

y 
be

st
 

m
an

ag
em

en
t p

ra
ct

ic
es

 in
to

 fi
na

l d
es

ig
n 

of
 th

e 
pr

oj
ec

t 
to

 e
ns

ur
e 

ro
ad

w
ay

 a
nd

 b
rid

ge
 ru

no
ff

 m
ee

ts
 th

e 
w

at
er

 
qu

al
ity

 st
an

da
rd

s e
st

ab
lis

he
d 

by
 th

e 
M

on
ta

na
 

D
ep

ar
tm

en
t o

f E
nv

iro
nm

en
ta

l Q
ua

lit
y.

 M
D

T 
us

es
 

liq
ui

d 
de

ic
er

s, 
su

ch
 a

s c
al

ci
um

 m
ag

ne
si

um
 a

ce
ta

te
, 

w
he

n 
sn

ow
pl

ow
in

g 
al

on
e 

is
 in

su
ff

ic
ie

nt
. 
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O
ne

 o
f m

y 
fo

re
m

os
t c

on
ce

rn
s, 

if 
yo

u 
go

 to
 B

rid
ge

 S
tre

et
 a

nd
 

H
ig

hw
ay

 3
5 

an
d 

go
 st

ra
ig

ht
 d

ow
n 

th
e 

hi
ll,

 th
at

 is
 w

he
re

 I 
liv

e.
  

W
he

n 
I t

hi
nk

 o
f t

he
 e

nv
iro

nm
en

ta
l a

ss
es

sm
en

t o
n 

pa
ge

 E
S-

6 
it 

sa
ys

 “
m

in
im

iz
e 

im
pa

ct
s t

o 
ex

is
tin

g 
ve

ge
ta

tio
n”

.  
N

ow
 if

 th
at

 is
 a

n 
im

po
rta

nt
 a

sp
ec

t o
f t

hi
s, 

w
hi

ch
 it

 is
 sa

id
 to

 b
e,

 th
en

 o
ne

 o
f t

he
 

th
in

gs
 th

at
 I 

do
n’

t u
nd

er
st

an
d 

is
 th

at
 p

ar
t o

f m
e 

th
in

ks
 th

at
 th

is
 

pr
oj

ec
t, 

in
 te

rm
s o

f t
he

 w
id

th
 o

f t
he

 e
m

ba
nk

m
en

t a
nd

 th
e 

w
id

th
 o

f 
th

e 
ro

ad
 su

rf
ac

e,
 is

 e
xc

es
si

ve
.  

A
nd

 if
, i

nt
ro

du
ci

ng
 n

itr
og

en
 a

nd
 

ph
os

ph
or

ou
s a

s s
he

 ju
st

 m
en

tio
ne

d,
 is

 th
is

 w
ay

, i
f y

ou
 ta

ke
 a

ll 
th

e 
tre

es
 th

at
 a

re
 c

ur
re

nt
ly

 in
 th

e 
30
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0 

ye
ar

 o
ld

 ri
gh

t-o
f-

w
ay

 a
nd

 c
ut

 
th

em
 d

ow
n 

an
d 

m
ak

e 
th

e 
ro

ad
 w

id
er

 a
nd

 th
e 

em
ba

nk
m

en
t w

id
er

, 
th

en
 y

ou
 h

av
e 

le
ss

 su
rf

ac
e 

ar
ea

 fo
r p

ol
lu

ta
nt

s t
o 

ge
t f

ilt
er

ed
 b

ef
or

e 
th

ey
 g

o 
in

to
 th

e 
la

ke
.  

R
ig

ht
 th

er
e 

th
e 

la
ke

 is
 1

00
 y

ar
ds

 a
w

ay
, m

ax
.  

To
 m

e 
on

e 
of

 th
e 

th
in

g 
I d

on
’t 

ge
t a

nd
 I’

m
 h

av
in

g 
di

ff
ic

ul
ty

 w
ith

 
on

 th
is

, t
ha

t w
hi

le
 I 

un
de

rs
ta

nd
 tr

af
fic

 a
nd

 m
ak

in
g 

th
e 

ro
ad

 sa
fe

r, 
if 

I l
oo

k 
at

 th
e 

ha
nd

ou
t I

 se
e 

th
e 

cu
rr

en
t r

oa
d 

is
 2

6-
fe

et
 w

id
e 

rig
ht

 
th

er
e 

an
d 

th
e 

pl
an

 is
 to

 m
ak

e 
it 

52
-f

ee
t w

id
e.

  W
ha

t I
 d

on
’t 

un
de

rs
ta

nd
 is

 w
hy

 it
 h

as
 to

 b
e 

tw
ic

e 
as

 w
id

e.
  I

f y
ou

 a
re

 n
ot

 g
oi

ng
 

to
 g

ai
n 

an
y 

m
or

e 
la

ne
 su

rf
ac

e,
 a

re
 y

ou
 g

oi
ng

 to
 h

av
e 

ei
gh

t-f
ee

t o
f 
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e 
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op
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ed
 n

ew
 b

rid
ge

 w
ill

 b
e 

w
id

er
 th

an
 th

e 
ex

is
tin

g 
st

ru
ct

ur
e 

be
ca

us
e 

of
 th

e 
ad

di
tio

n 
of

 sh
ou

ld
er

s 
an

d 
pa

th
.  

Y
es

, t
he

 la
ne

s a
re

 3
.6

 m
et

er
s (

12
 fe

et
) w

id
e 

w
ith

 2
.4

-m
et

er
 (8

-f
oo

t) 
sh

ou
ld

er
s o

n 
ea

ch
 si

de
, p

lu
s a

 
tra

il 
th

at
 is

 1
.8

 m
et

er
s (

6 
fe

et
) w

id
e.

  T
he

 c
om

m
un

ity
 

ha
s e

xp
re

ss
ed

 g
re

at
 c

on
ce

rn
 o

ve
r t

he
 lo

ss
 o

f t
re

es
 o

n 
th

e 
br

id
ge

 e
m

ba
nk

m
en

t. 
 C

ur
re

nt
ly

, t
he

 tr
ee

s d
o 

no
t 

oc
cu

r u
nt

il 
so

m
e 

di
st

an
ce

 d
ow

n 
th

e 
hi

ll.
  T

o 
ad

dr
es

s 
th

e 
co

m
m

un
ity

 a
nd

 p
ub

lic
 c

on
ce

rn
s i

n 
th

is
 a

re
a,

 th
e 

Pr
ef

er
re

d 
A

lte
rn

at
iv

e 
in

cl
ud

es
 e

le
m

en
ts

 su
ch

 a
s 

re
ta

in
in

g 
w

al
ls

 to
 m

in
im

iz
e 

im
pa

ct
s t

o 
ex

is
tin

g 
ve

ge
ta

tio
n.

  R
oa

dw
ay

 im
pr

ov
em

en
ts

, i
nc

lu
di

ng
 

br
id

ge
s a

nd
 re

ta
in

in
g 

w
al

ls
, w

ill
 b

e 
de

si
gn

ed
 to

 
m

in
im

iz
e 

di
st

ur
ba

nc
e 

to
 su

rr
ou

nd
in

g 
tre

es
 a

nd
 

ve
ge

ta
tio

n.
  T

he
 ro

ad
w

ay
 o

ve
r t

he
 b

rid
ge

 w
ill

 c
ol

le
ct

 
w

at
er

 a
lo

ng
 th

e 
br

id
ge

 ra
ils

. T
he

 p
ro

je
ct

 te
am

 
re

co
gn

iz
es

 th
e 

se
ns

iti
vi

tie
s o

f t
he

 S
w

an
 R

iv
er

 a
nd

 fi
sh

 
sp

ec
ie

s t
he

re
. M

D
T 

w
ill

 in
te

gr
at

e 
ap

pr
op

ria
te

 w
at

er
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N
o.

 
N

am
e 

A
ff

ili
at

io
n 

C
om

m
en

t 
R

es
po

ns
e 

sh
ou

ld
er

? 
 I 

liv
e 

th
er

e.
 I 

se
e 

ho
w

 o
fte

n 
ca

rs
 b

re
ak

 d
ow

n 
an

d 
ba

ck
 

up
 th

e 
ro

ad
 a

nd
 it

 is
 n

ot
 th

at
 o

fte
n.

  N
ot

 th
at

 o
fte

n 
to

 m
e,

 m
ay

be
 to

 
so

m
e 

ot
he

r p
eo

pl
e,

 su
re

.  
I w

ou
ld

 li
ke

 g
re

at
er

 c
on

si
de

ra
tio

n 
to

 g
o 

in
to

 th
e 

w
id

th
 o

f n
ot

 o
nl

y 
th

e 
ro

ad
 b

ut
 th

e 
w

id
th

 o
f t

he
 

em
ba

nk
m

en
t a

lo
ng

 th
e 

di
ff

er
en

t s
ec

tio
ns

, t
he

 si
x 

di
ff

er
en

t s
ec

tio
ns

 
or

 h
ow

 e
ve

r m
an

y 
yo

u 
ha

ve
 d

es
cr

ib
ed

 h
er

e.
 

qu
al

ity
 b

es
t m

an
ag

em
en

t p
ra

ct
ic

es
 in

to
 fi

na
l d

es
ig

n 
of

 
th

e 
pr

oj
ec

t t
o 

en
su

re
 ro

ad
w

ay
 a

nd
 b

rid
ge

 ru
no

ff
 m

ee
ts

 
th

e 
w

at
er

 q
ua

lit
y 

st
an

da
rd

s e
st

ab
lis

he
d 

by
 th

e 
M

on
ta

na
 D

ep
ar

tm
en

t o
f E

nv
iro

nm
en

ta
l Q

ua
lit

y.
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A

no
th

er
 th

in
g 

I w
ou

ld
 d

ef
in

ite
ly

 li
ke

 to
 sa

y 
is

 th
at

 B
ob

’s
 W

oo
ds

 
B

ay
 M

ar
ke

t i
s t

he
 o

nl
y 

pl
ac

e 
to

 g
et

 g
as

 fo
r 3

0 
m

ile
s. 

 T
he

 th
ou

gh
t 

th
at

 is
 ju

st
 tu

ck
ed

 b
ac

k 
in

 h
er

e,
 th

at
 “

oh
, w

e’
ll 

ju
st

 p
ut

 th
em

 o
ut

 o
f 

bu
si

ne
ss

 b
ec

au
se

 o
f t

he
 ri

gh
t-o

f-
w

ay
.”

  G
o 

to
 N

ew
 E

ng
la

nd
, 

th
ey

’v
e 

go
t g

as
 st

at
io

ns
 o

ve
r t

he
re

.  
So

 I 
th

in
k 

I w
ou

ld
 li

ke
 to

 se
e 

gr
ea

te
r c

on
ce

rn
 g

iv
en

 to
 th

e 
ch

ar
ac

te
r o

f t
he

 a
re

a.
  I

’v
e 

sa
id

 th
is

 
be

fo
re

 a
nd

 I’
ve

 w
rit

te
n 

th
is

 b
ef

or
e,

 a
nd

 so
 th

at
 is

 w
ha

t I
 w

ou
ld

 li
ke

 
to

 se
e.

  B
ob

’s
 W

oo
ds

 B
ay

 M
ar

ke
t i

s t
he

 o
nl

y 
ga

s s
ta

tio
n 

be
tw

ee
n 

B
ig

fo
rk

 a
nd

 P
ol

so
n.

  A
re

 y
ou

 g
oi

ng
 to

 p
ut

 th
em

 o
ut

 o
f b

us
in

es
s?

  
Th

at
 se

em
s a

 b
it 

ra
sh

 c
on

si
de

rin
g 

th
e 

w
id

th
 o

f t
he

 ro
ad

w
ay

 ri
gh

t 
th

er
e.
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e 
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tio
n 

of
 B

ob
’s

 W
oo

ds
 B

ay
 M

ar
ke

t, 
so

m
e 

rig
ht

-o
f-

w
ay

 w
ill

 b
e 

ac
qu

ire
d 

to
 re

lo
ca

te
 th

e 
ap

pr
oa

ch
, b

ut
 th

is
 w

ill
 n

ot
 re

su
lt 

in
 a

 to
ta

l a
cq

ui
si

tio
n.
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I g

ue
ss

 I 
w

ou
ld

 ju
st

 li
ke

 to
 se

e 
gr

ea
te

r a
tte

nt
io

n 
gi

ve
n 

to
 

m
in

im
iz

in
g 

th
e 

im
pa

ct
s t

o 
th

e 
ex

is
tin

g 
ve

ge
ta

tio
n,

 fo
r i

ns
ta

nc
e 

at
 

G
ra

nd
 A

ve
nu

e,
 th

e 
sa

m
e 

th
in

g.
   

If
 y

ou
 ta

ke
 fr

om
 B

rid
ge

 a
nd

 y
ou

 
m

ak
e 

th
at

 e
m

ba
nk

m
en

t t
w

ic
e 

as
 w

id
e,

 so
 y

ou
 c

ut
 d

ow
n 

al
l t

he
 

tre
es

 th
at

 h
av

e 
ta

ke
n 

th
e 

la
st

 4
0 

ye
ar

s t
o 

gr
ow

 u
p 

th
er

e,
 y

ou
 a

re
 

go
in

g 
to

 h
av

e 
a 

bi
g 

ro
ad

 c
ut

.  
A

re
 w

e 
go

in
g 

to
 d

o 
th

at
 in

 Ic
e 

B
ox

 
C

an
yo

n?
 S

o 
I w

ou
ld

 li
ke

 to
 se

e 
th

e 
ch

ar
ac

te
r o

f B
ig

fo
rk

 p
re

se
rv

ed
 

so
 it

 d
oe

sn
’t 

lo
ok

 li
ke

 a
 b

ig
 ro

ad
 c

ut
 b

ec
au

se
 so

m
eb

od
y 

ha
s a

 
bu

nc
h 

of
 m

on
ey

 to
 sp

en
d 

on
 a

 ro
ad

.  
Th

an
k 

yo
u.
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rn
 o

ve
r t

he
 v

is
ua

l e
ff

ec
ts

 o
f t

he
 p

ro
je

ct
, 

an
d 

cl
ea

rin
g 

of
 tr

ee
s i

s s
ha

re
d 

by
 m

an
y.

  M
in

im
iz

in
g 

im
pa

ct
s t

o 
ex

is
tin

g 
ve

ge
ta

tio
n 

w
as

 id
en

tif
ie

d 
as

 a
 

m
aj

or
 is

su
e 

du
rin

g 
th

e 
st

ak
eh

ol
de

r p
ro

ce
ss

.  
Th

e 
Pr

ef
er

re
d 

A
lte

rn
at

iv
e 

in
cl

ud
es

 m
iti

ga
tio

n 
m

ea
su

re
s t

o 
ad

dr
es

s t
hi

s i
ss

ue
, a

s d
is

cu
ss

ed
 in

 S
ec

tio
n 

3.
14

 a
nd

 
3.

19
 o

f t
he

 E
nv

iro
nm

en
ta

l A
ss

es
sm

en
t. 

 T
he

 
co

m
m

un
ity

 h
as

 e
xp

re
ss

ed
 g

re
at

 c
on

ce
rn

 o
ve

r l
os

s o
f 

tre
es

 o
n 

th
e 

br
id

ge
 e

m
ba

nk
m

en
t, 

Ic
e 

B
ox

 C
an

yo
n,

 a
nd

 
ot

he
r a

re
as

 in
 th

e 
pr

oj
ec

t a
re

a.
 R

oa
dw

ay
 

im
pr

ov
em

en
ts

, i
nc

lu
di

ng
 b

rid
ge

s a
nd

 re
ta

in
in

g 
w

al
ls

, 
w

ill
 b

e 
de

si
gn

ed
 to

 m
in

im
iz

e 
di

st
ur

ba
nc

e 
to

 
su

rr
ou

nd
in

g 
tre

es
 a

nd
 v

eg
et

at
io

n.
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Th

er
e 

ar
e 

a 
co

up
le

 o
f t

hi
ng

s I
 w

an
t t

o 
ta

lk
 a

bo
ut

.  
O

ne
 is

 th
at

 I’
ve

 
w

rit
te

n 
al

re
ad

y 
to

 w
ho

m
ev

er
 w

e 
w

er
e 

su
pp

os
e 

to
 m

ai
l t

hi
ng

s t
o.

   
I 

ju
st

 g
et

 th
e 

se
ns

e 
th

at
 w

e 
ar

e 
ab

ac
k 

to
 w

he
re

 w
e 

w
er

e 
be

fo
re

, s
o 

I 
ju

st
 h

op
e 

yo
u 

ar
e 

lis
te

ni
ng

.  
I d

on
’t 

kn
ow

 if
 e

ve
ry

bo
dy

 e
ls

e 
fe

el
s 

th
is

, b
ut

 I 
ju

st
 h

op
e 

yo
u 

ar
e 

re
al

ly
 li

st
en

in
g 

to
 u

s a
nd

 w
e 

ar
e 

no
t 

go
in

g 
th

ro
ug

h 
so

m
e 

so
rt 

of
 a

 ro
te

, l
eg

al
is

tic
 ty

pe
 o

f t
hi

ng
 th

at
 y

ou
 

ha
ve

 to
 d

o,
 th

at
 y

ou
 re

al
ly

 a
re

 w
ill

in
g 

to
 c

ha
ng

e,
 a

nd
 it

 m
ig

ht
 

m
ea

n 
sc

ra
pp

in
g 

a 
lo

t o
f t

he
se

 th
in

gs
.  

Th
is

 p
ro

je
ct

 is
 p

ro
ba

bl
y 

a 
w

on
de

rf
ul

 p
ro

je
ct

 fo
r y

ou
 b

ec
au

se
 it

 a
pp

ea
rs

 th
at

 B
ig

fo
rk

 w
an

ts
 to

 
do

 so
m

e 
un

iq
ue

 th
in

gs
.  

So
 it

 m
ig

ht
 b

e 
a 

pl
an

ni
ng

 b
on

an
za

—
yo

u 
ca

n 
ta

lk
 a

bo
ut

 ro
un

da
bo

ut
s a

nd
 y

ou
 c

an
 ta

lk
 a

bo
ut

 c
om

m
un

ity
 

R
es

po
ns

e 
4A

: 
Y

ou
r c

om
m

en
ts

 a
re

 h
ea

rd
, a

nd
 y

ou
r c

om
m

en
ts

 a
re

 
us

ed
 to

 sh
ap

e 
th

e 
pr

oj
ec

t w
ith

in
 th

e 
gr

ea
te

r g
oo

d 
of

 a
ll 

co
nc

er
ne

d,
 a

s w
el

l a
s w

ith
in

 th
e 

fe
as

ib
le

 a
nd

 p
ra

ct
ic

al
 

co
ns

tra
in

ts
 u

nd
er

 w
hi

ch
 th

e 
M

D
T 

m
us

t o
pe

ra
te

.  
Y

ou
r 

co
m

m
en

ts
 a

re
 d

oc
um

en
te

d 
in

 th
e 

en
vi

ro
nm

en
ta

l 
as

se
ss

m
en

t p
ro

ce
ss

, a
nd

 w
ill

 b
e 

ta
ke

n 
in

to
 fu

rth
er

 
co

ns
id

er
at

io
n 

du
rin

g 
th

e 
ne

xt
 d

es
ig

n 
ph

as
e.

  I
t i

s 
re

co
gn

iz
ed

 th
at

 th
er

e 
is

 a
 c

er
ta

in
 d

yn
am

ic
 o

f 
co

m
pe

tin
g 

in
te

re
st

s w
ith

in
 th

e 
co

m
m

un
ity

, w
hi

ch
 h

as
 

be
en

 c
on

si
de

re
d 

ca
re

fu
lly

 in
 d

ev
el

op
in

g 
th

e 
Pr

ef
er

re
d 



 
Fi

nd
in

g 
of

 N
o 

Si
gn

ifi
ca

nt
 Im

pa
ct
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N
o.

 
N

am
e 

A
ff

ili
at

io
n 

C
om

m
en

t 
R

es
po

ns
e 

en
tra

nc
es

 a
nd

 a
ll 

th
os

e 
so

rt 
of

 th
in

gs
, b

ut
 p

ra
ct

ic
al

ly
 th

in
ki

ng
 th

er
e 

ar
e 

so
m

e 
re

al
 is

su
es

.  
W

e 
ha

ve
 a

 c
om

m
er

ci
al

 fa
ct

io
n 

th
at

 w
an

ts
 to

 
ke

ep
 it

 a
s a

 v
ill

ag
e 

bu
t t

he
re

 a
re

 a
 lo

t o
f r

ea
lis

tic
 th

in
gs

 in
 te

rm
s o

f 
ju

st
 p

eo
pl

e 
m

ov
in

g 
th

ro
ug

h 
an

d 
to

ur
is

m
 a

nd
 1

8-
w

he
el

 tr
uc

ks
 th

at
 

w
e 

re
al

ly
 h

av
e 

to
 k

ee
p 

in
 m

in
d 

he
re

. 

A
lte

rn
at

iv
e.

 

 
 

 
4B

 
Th

er
e 

ar
e 

tw
o 

th
in

gs
 I 

w
an

t t
o 

br
in

g 
up

 ju
st

 m
ai

nl
y 

fo
r 

co
nv

er
sa

tio
n 

an
d 

m
ay

be
 fo

r d
is

cu
ss

io
n.

  O
ne

 o
f t

he
m

 is
 th

e 
ro

un
da

bo
ut

s. 
I’

ve
 li

ve
d 

in
 N

ew
 E

ng
la

nd
 a

nd
 h

av
e 

ha
d 

a 
lo

t o
f 

ex
pe

rie
nc

e 
of

 ro
un

da
bo

ut
s a

nd
 I’

ve
 tr

av
el

ed
 a

 g
re

at
 d

ea
l o

ve
rs

ea
s 

an
d 

ha
ve

 b
ee

n 
in

 ro
un

da
bo

ut
s. 

 I’
ve

 b
ee

n 
th

ro
ug

h 
th

ou
sa

nd
s a

nd
 

th
ou

sa
nd

s o
f r

ou
nd

ab
ou

ts
.  

Th
ey

 a
re

 a
 w

on
de

rf
ul

 a
lte

rn
at

iv
e 

to
 a

 
st

op
lig

ht
 a

nd
 th

at
 is

 w
hy

 th
ey

 a
re

 th
er

e.
  B

ut
 to

 h
av

e 
a 

ro
un

da
bo

ut
 

in
 B

ig
fo

rk
 is

 d
is

as
tro

us
.  

It 
is

 ju
st 

no
t t

he
 ri

gh
t t

hi
ng

 fo
r t

hi
s p

la
ce

.  
It 

is
 th

e 
on

ly
 ro

un
da

bo
ut

 in
 M

on
ta

na
 a

nd
 is

 p
ro

ba
bl

y 
in

 th
e 

no
rth

w
es

t U
ni

te
d 

St
at

es
, m

ay
be

 o
ne

 o
f t

he
 fe

w
 in

 th
e 

w
es

te
rn

 
U

ni
te

d 
St

at
es

.  
Th

ey
 a

re
 v

er
y,

 v
er

y 
co

nf
us

in
g 

if 
yo

u 
do

n’
t d

riv
e 

th
em

.  
Th

e 
pr

ob
le

m
 is

 th
at

 if
 y

ou
 w

an
t t

o 
go

 o
ff

 a
t a

 ri
gh

t a
ng

le
, o

n 
a 

sp
ok

e 
of

f a
 ro

un
da

bo
ut

, y
ou

’v
e 

go
t t

o 
cr

os
s t

ra
ff

ic
. T

he
y 

ar
e 

on
ly

 p
ro

po
si

ng
 ju

st
 o

ne
 la

ne
 a

ro
un

d 
he

re
.  

Y
ou

’v
e 

go
t t

o 
ha

ve
 tw

o 
la

ne
s w

he
re

 if
 y

ou
 d

on
’t 

m
ak

e 
it 

yo
u’

ve
 g

ot
 a

t l
ea

st
 b

e 
ab

le
 to

 
dr

iv
e 

ar
ou

nd
 it

 a
ga

in
 u

nt
il 

th
er

e 
is

 a
 sl

ot
 y

ou
 c

an
 c

ro
ss

 o
ve

r a
nd

 
ge

t i
n 

th
e 

ot
he

r d
ire

ct
io

n 
th

at
 y

ou
 w

an
t t

o 
go

.  
W

e’
ve

 g
ot

 c
hi

p 
tru

ck
s, 

18
-w

he
el

er
s, 

R
V

’s
, t

ou
ris

ts
, e

ld
er

ly
 p

eo
pl

e,
 sc

ho
ol

 b
us

se
s. 

 
It 

ju
st

 is
n’

t g
oi

ng
 to

 w
or

k.
  W

e’
ve

 g
ot

 a
 3

5 
m

ph
 sp

ee
d 

lim
it,

 w
e 

do
n’

t n
ee

d 
to

 h
av

e 
ro

un
da

bo
ut

s t
o 

sl
ow

 p
eo

pl
e 

do
w

n.
  T

ha
t i

s t
he

 
on

ly
 re

as
on

 th
es

e 
ar

e 
pr

op
os

ed
.  

It 
is

 lu
di

cr
ou

s. 
 It

 is
 m

or
e 

th
an

 
on

e 
di

sa
st

er
 w

ai
tin

g 
to

 h
ap

pe
n.

  S
o 

I h
op

e 
yo

u 
re

al
ly

 re
co

ns
id

er
 

th
e 

ro
un

da
bo

ut
 p

ro
po

sa
l b

ec
au

se
 th

ey
 a

re
 a

 lo
t o

f w
as

te
d 

m
on

ey
.  

It 
re

qu
ire

s a
 h

ug
e 

am
ou

nt
 o

f r
ig

ht
-o

f-
w

ay
 to

 d
o 

th
is

 ri
gh

t. 
 It

 is
 

hu
ge

 c
irc

le
 th

at
 is

 g
oi

ng
 to

 b
e 

re
qu

ire
d 

to
 b

e 
ab

le
 to

 g
et

 a
n 

18
-

w
he

el
er

 th
ro

ug
h 

th
er

e,
 a

nd
 I 

do
n’

t t
hi

nk
 a

ny
bo

dy
 re

al
iz

es
 h

ow
 

m
uc

h 
sp

ac
e 

th
at

 is
 g

oi
ng

 to
 ta

ke
.  

A
nd

 th
e 

tw
o 

of
 th

em
 a

re
 to

o 
cl

os
e 

to
ge

th
er

 a
s p

ro
po

se
d.

  I
 c

an
’t 

be
lie

ve
 y

ou
 a

re
 e

ve
n 

ta
lk

in
g 

ab
ou

t i
t. 

 I’
ve

 w
rit

te
n 

a 
le

ng
th

y 
le

tte
r d

es
cr

ib
in

g 
al

l o
f t

hi
s s

tu
ff

 
an

d 
it 

do
es

n’
t s

ee
m

 to
 h

av
e 

m
ad

e 
an

y 
di

ff
er

en
ce

 to
 a

ny
bo

dy
. 

R
es

po
ns

e 
4B

: 
In

cl
us

io
n 

of
 ro

un
da

bo
ut

s w
as

 d
is

cu
ss

ed
 a

t l
en

gt
h 

w
ith

 
th

e 
B

ig
fo

rk
 A

dv
is

or
y 

C
om

m
itt

ee
, w

ho
 su

pp
or

ts
 th

em
.  

O
th

er
 c

om
m

en
ts

 b
ot

h 
fo

r a
nd

 a
ga

in
st

 th
ei

r u
se

 h
av

e 
be

en
 re

ce
iv

ed
. P

le
as

e 
no

te
 th

at
 th

e 
ro

un
da

bo
ut

s a
re

 
de

si
gn

ed
 a

s s
in

gl
e-

la
ne

 in
te

rs
ec

tio
ns

 so
 it

 w
ou

ld
 n

ot
 

be
 n

ec
es

sa
ry

 to
 c

ro
ss

 fr
om

 a
n 

in
si

de
 la

ne
 to

 m
ak

e 
a 

rig
ht

-tu
rn

 m
ov

em
en

t. 
R

ou
nd

ab
ou

ts
 w

ill
 b

e 
de

si
gn

ed
 

to
 sa

fe
ly

 a
cc

om
m

od
at

e 
la

rg
e 

ve
hi

cl
es

/h
ea

vy
 tr

uc
ks

, 
sn

ow
pl

ow
in

g,
 p

ed
es

tri
an

 c
ro

ss
in

gs
, e

tc
. T

he
se

 d
es

ig
n 

co
ns

id
er

at
io

ns
, a

s w
el

l a
s p

er
m

an
en

t s
ig

na
ge

, e
tc

., 
w

ill
 b

e 
ad

dr
es

se
d 

du
rin

g 
th

e 
fin

al
 d

es
ig

n 
pr

oc
es

s. 
 

D
ur

in
g 

th
e 

en
vi

ro
nm

en
ta

l a
ss

es
sm

en
t p

ro
ce

ss
, s

ev
er

al
 

ar
ea

 m
ot

or
 c

ar
rie

r c
om

pa
ni

es
 w

er
e 

co
nt

ac
te

d.
  T

he
 

ro
un

da
bo

ut
s w

er
e 

de
ve

lo
pe

d 
in

 c
oo

rd
in

at
io

n 
w

ith
 

th
os

e 
co

m
pa

ni
es

 b
y 

ac
qu

iri
ng

 tr
uc

k 
tu

rn
in

g 
da

ta
 fr

om
 

ea
ch

 c
om

pa
ny

 a
nd

 u
si

ng
 th

at
 in

fo
rm

at
io

n 
to

 d
es

ig
n 

th
e 

ro
un

da
bo

ut
s. 

   
So

 fa
r, 

th
e 

tru
ck

in
g 

co
m

pa
ni

es
 

ha
ve

 n
ot

 e
xp

re
ss

ed
 a

ny
 c

on
ce

rn
s w

ith
 th

e 
ro

un
da

bo
ut

s. 
M

D
T 

w
ill

 c
on

du
ct

 a
 p

ub
lic

 e
du

ca
tio

n 
pr

og
ra

m
 a

bo
ut

 th
e 

us
e 

of
 ro

un
da

bo
ut

s b
ef

or
e 

th
ey

 a
re

 
im

pl
em

en
te

d.
 



 
Fi
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o 
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N
o.

 
N

am
e 

A
ff

ili
at

io
n 

C
om

m
en

t 
R

es
po

ns
e 

 
 

 
4C

 
Th

e 
se

co
nd

 th
in

g 
is

 Ic
e 

B
ox

 C
an

yo
n.

 T
he

 w
ay

 I 
lo

ok
 a

t t
he

 
pr

op
os

al
 h

er
e,

 w
e 

ar
e 

go
in

g 
to

 h
av

e 
a 

bi
g 

co
nc

re
te

 m
ed

ia
n 

in
 th

e 
m

id
dl

e 
of

 th
is

 th
in

g.
  T

he
n 

w
e 

ha
ve

 to
 h

av
e 

a 
ve

ge
ta

te
d 

ar
ea

 th
er

e 
or

 so
m

et
hi

ng
 th

er
e 

to
 k

in
d 

of
 b

uf
fe

r t
he

 c
on

cr
et

e 
on

 b
ot

h 
si

de
s. 

 S
o 

w
e 

ar
e 

cr
ea

tin
g 

th
is

 m
on

st
ro

us
 th

in
g 

th
at

 w
e 

ar
e 

try
in

g 
to

 h
el

p 
us

 
he

lp
 o

ur
se

lv
es

 so
 th

at
 w

e 
do

n’
t g

et
 in

 a
cc

id
en

ts
 th

er
e.

  B
ut

 I 
ca

n 
se

e 
it 

be
in

g 
an

 e
no

rm
ou

s b
oo

nd
og

gl
e 

in
 te

rm
s o

f c
os

t. 
 It

 w
ill

 
pr

ob
ab

ly
 c

os
t o

ne
 m

ill
io

n 
bu

ck
s t

o 
pu

t a
ll 

th
at

 c
on

cr
et

e 
in

 a
nd

 
bu

ild
 th

e 
tw

o 
th

in
gs

 o
n 

th
e 

en
d 

of
 it

, w
he

n 
al

l w
e 

re
al

ly
 n

ee
d 

is
 to

 
st

ra
ig

ht
en

 th
e 

co
rn

er
 o

ut
.  

Th
e 

la
nd

ow
ne

r w
ho

 is
 o

n 
bo

th
 si

de
s o

f 
th

at
 is

 w
ill

in
g 

to
 g

iv
e 

m
or

e 
ac

ce
ss

 a
s I

 u
nd

er
st

an
d 

it,
 m

or
e 

rig
ht

-
of

-w
ay

 to
 st

ra
ig

ht
en

 th
e 

co
rn

er
 o

ut
 a

 li
ttl

e 
bi

t. 
 S

o 
w

e 
do

n’
t n

ee
d 

to
 

ha
ve

 th
is

 b
ig

 c
on

cr
et

e 
ab

ut
m

en
t t

hr
ou

gh
 th

e 
m

id
dl

e 
of

 it
 a

nd
 th

es
e 

th
in

gs
 o

n 
ei

th
er

 e
nd

 o
f i

t a
t a

n 
in

cr
ed

ib
le

 c
os

t. 
So

 I 
re

al
ly

 h
op

e,
 a

ga
in

, t
ha

t y
ou

 w
ill

 li
st

en
 to

 th
os

e 
tw

o 
th

in
gs

.  
Th

er
e 

ar
e 

so
m

e 
ot

he
r i

ss
ue

s I
 h

av
e 

te
rm

s o
f m

y 
ow

n 
bu

si
ne

ss
 a

nd
 

I’
ll 

ta
lk

 to
 y

ou
 la

te
r a

bo
ut

 th
at

.  
I h

op
e 

ev
er

yb
od

y 
el

se
 w

an
ts

 to
 

ta
lk

 a
bo

ut
 th

is
 so

rt 
of

 th
in

g 
be

ca
us

e 
th

is
 is

 re
al

ly
 b

ig
 if

 y
ou

 d
on

’t 
un

de
rs

ta
nd

 ro
un

da
bo

ut
s. 

 T
ha

nk
 y

ou
. 

R
es

po
ns

e 
4C

: 
D

es
ig

n 
an

d 
lo

ca
tio

n 
of

 e
nt

ry
 fe

at
ur

es
, i

nc
lu

di
ng

 tu
rn

-
ar

ou
nd

s, 
w

ill
 b

e 
de

te
rm

in
ed

 d
ur

in
g 

th
e 

fin
al

 d
es

ig
n 

pr
oc

es
s..

  T
he

 p
ur

po
se

 o
f t

he
 e

nt
ry

 fe
at

ur
e 

is
 

su
m

m
ar

iz
ed

 a
s f

ol
lo

w
s:

 
Pr

ov
id

e 
a 

te
rm

in
at

io
n 

of
 th

e 
ra

is
ed

 b
ar

rie
r t

hr
ou

gh
 Ic

e 
B

ox
 C

an
yo

n 
w

ith
ou

t u
se

 o
f a

 c
ra

sh
 c

us
hi

on
 (a

 d
ev

ic
e 

to
 re

du
ce

 im
pa

ct
 o

f a
 c

ol
lis

io
n)

. 
Pr

ov
id

e 
a 

tra
ns

iti
on

 to
 th

e 
ra

is
ed

 m
ed

ia
n 

to
 th

e 
so

ut
h.

 
Pr

ov
id

e 
an

 a
re

a 
w

he
re

 v
eh

ic
le

s e
nt

er
in

g 
B

ig
fo

rk
 a

re
 

al
er

te
d 

to
 a

n 
ur

ba
ni

ze
d 

ar
ea

 w
he

re
 sl

ow
er

 d
riv

in
g 

co
nd

iti
on

s a
re

 w
ar

ra
nt

ed
. 

Pr
ov

id
e 

a 
lo

ca
tio

n 
w

he
re

 v
eh

ic
le

s c
an

 tu
rn

 a
ro

un
d 

to
 

re
tu

rn
 b

ac
k 

to
 to

w
n.

 
St

ra
ig

ht
en

in
g 

th
e 

ro
ad

 w
ou

ld
 re

qu
ire

 a
 la

rg
e 

am
ou

nt
 

of
 e

ar
th

w
or

k 
an

d 
re

ta
in

in
g 

w
al

ls
 a

nd
 c

os
t. 

 T
he

 
pr

op
os

ed
 b

ar
rie

r i
s i

nt
en

de
d 

to
 p

re
ve

nt
 c

ar
s f

ro
m

 
sl

id
in

g 
ac

ro
ss

 th
e 

ro
ad

.  
Th

is
 is

su
e 

w
as

 d
is

cu
ss

ed
 

du
rin

g 
th

e 
pr

oc
es

s o
f d

ev
el

op
in

g 
th

e 
Pr
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 p
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 d
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w
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 c
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e 
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s h
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 b
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n 
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t p
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pp
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e 
th

e 
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g 
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n 
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m
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e 
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 I 

th
in

k 
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 re
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.  
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e 
w
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ou
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er
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 w
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y 
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ye

d,
 th
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 d

iv
e 
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r t

he
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ro

w
 p

it.
  S

o 
I r

ea
lly

 a
pp
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ci

at
e 

th
e 

fa
ct

 th
at

 w
e 

w
ill
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av

e 
th

e 
op

tio
n 
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 w

al
ki

ng
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nd
 b

ik
in

g 
on

 th
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h 
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en

tu
al

ly
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d 
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to

 se
e 

it 
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pp
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e 

w
ho
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ay
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ro
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d 
th

e 
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ke
.  
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 w
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ne
ed

in
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 b
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 c

an
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og
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e 
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 c
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f t
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 m
ul

ti-
us

e 
pa

th
 is

 a
 p
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 b
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 o
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 p
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 c

ro
ss
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 d
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A

s f
ar
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s t

he
 ro

un
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bo
ut

s g
o,

 I 
be

g 
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 d
iff

er
 w

ith
 T

om
.  

So
rr

y 
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ou
t t

ha
t. 

 I 
to

o 
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ve
 d
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en

 in
 E

ur
op

e 
an

d 
ev
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he
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io
n 

to
ol

, a
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 I 
th

in
k 
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ill

 b
e 

a 
ch
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e 
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na
 

D
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ar
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en
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f T
ra

ns
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tio
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 p
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e 
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 d
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e 

th
e 
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ut
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e 
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-o
f-

w
ay
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o 

th
at

 p
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pl
e 

w
ho

 w
an

t t
o 

en
te

r 
th

e 
ro

un
da

bo
ut
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ie

ld
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 th
e 

pe
rs

on
 w

ho
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 w
ith
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 th

e 
ro

un
da

bo
ut

 
th

em
se

lv
es

, a
nd

 th
er

ef
or

e 
th

at
 p

er
so

n 
w

ho
 w

an
ts

 to
 tu

rn
 le
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oe
s 
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ou

nd
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nd
 h

e 
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 im
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d 
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 p

eo
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e 
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m
in

g 
in

 b
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e 
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s 
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e 
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-o
f-

w
ay
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 I 
th

in
k 
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 m
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ra
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I t
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e 
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ld
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rk
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n.
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ct

ua
lly
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th
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k 
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 b
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D
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an

d 
m

ay
 b
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e 
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ra
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 C
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, d
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 b
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r d
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 p
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 c
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ra
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s b
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r m
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 c
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 o
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ra
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 c
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w
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w
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e 
br

ea
dt
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ifi
ca

nt
 to

 u
s i

n 
B

ig
fo

rk
, v

is
ua

lly
 a

nd
 a

ls
o 

to
 th

os
e 

th
at

 
of

 c
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 c
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 b
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 d
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 d
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o 
1.

2 
m

et
er

s (
4 

fe
et

), 
th
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at
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 re
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 o
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 m
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s m
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t o
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du
ci

ng
 

th
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 d
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s d
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 c
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s r
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Th

at
 le

ad
s i

nt
o 

a 
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es
tio

ns
 th

at
 I 

ha
ve

 a
s t

o 
ho

w
 th

e 
hi

gh
w

ay
 

de
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rtm
en

t o
r t

he
 c
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st

ru
ct

io
n 
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ew

 is
 g

oi
ng

 to
 m
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te
 th

e 
im

pa
ct

 
if 

w
e 

ar
e 

no
t g

oi
ng

 to
 d

et
ou

r B
ig

fo
rk

, w
hi

ch
 I 

ag
re

e 
w

ou
ld

 b
e 

a 
po

or
 id

ea
.  

Th
at

 se
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s i
n 

m
y 

m
in
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 to

 m
ak

e 
us

 h
av

e 
a 
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te
r 

im
pa
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 o

n 
w
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t w

e 
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e 
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in

g 
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ou
t w

hi
ch

 is
 b

ot
h 
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de

s o
f t

he
 

ex
is

tin
g 

br
id

ge
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 I 
ju

st
 d

on
’t 

se
e 

ho
w

 th
at

 is
 g

oi
ng

 to
 h
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pe

n,
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nd
 

m
ay

be
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 c
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 e
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ig
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? 
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D
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C

on
st

ru
ct
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n 
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he

du
le

 a
nd

 se
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en
ci

ng
 w

ill
 b

e 
de

te
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in
ed

 d
ur

in
g 

th
e 

fin
al

 d
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ig
n 

pr
oc
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s t

o 
m

in
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iz
e 
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up
tio

ns
. 

A
 tr

af
fic

 c
on

tro
l p

la
n,

 in
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ud
in

g 
de

to
ur

s a
nd

 si
gn

ag
e,

 
w

ill
 b

e 
de

ve
lo

pe
d 

du
rin

g 
th

e 
fin

al
 d

es
ig

n 
pr

oc
es

s t
o 

m
in

im
iz

e 
tra

ff
ic

 d
is

ru
pt

io
ns

 d
ur

in
g 

co
ns

tru
ct

io
n.
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T 

w
ill

 c
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er

ty
 o
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ne

rs
, b
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in
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s o

w
ne

rs
, r
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id

en
ts

, m
ot

or
 

ca
rr

ie
rs

, e
tc

. d
ur

in
g 

th
e 
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al

 d
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ig
n 

pr
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s, 
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d 
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io
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 d
ur

in
g 

th
e 
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ns

tru
ct
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n 
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e 
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e 
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is
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ow
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uc
h 
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in
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 d
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n 
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in
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na

 D
ep
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en
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tio
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w
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to
w
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 fi
na

l d
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n,
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t-o
f-

w
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n,
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til
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ca
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 a

nd
 c
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n 
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di
ng
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m
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e 
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t f
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y 
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nd
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om
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r c
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, w
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ea
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 p

ut
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l b

ut
 it

 o
nl

y 
w
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 p
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 d
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 p
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ra
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 c
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 b
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 d
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 p
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 d
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 b
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 C
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 c
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r p
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f t
ra
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 p
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 m
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 p
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, b
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l c
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 d
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 c
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 p

ag
e 

2-
21

 o
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 re
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m
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m
en

t s
ec

tio
n.
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 m
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 c
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 m
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 b
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f m
an

y 
co

m
pl

ai
nt

s a
bo

ut
 

hi
gh

 sp
ee

ds
. 

4)
 T

he
 e

lo
ng

at
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 d
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 b
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 c
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 b
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 d
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 p
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 d
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 b
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 d
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t o
ff

 H
ol

t D
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 d
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 c
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 c
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e 
Pr

ef
er

re
d 

A
lte

rn
at

iv
e.

 T
ha

t 
co

ng
es

tio
n 

w
ill

 o
cc

ur
 d

ur
in

g 
th

e 
af

te
rn

oo
n 

du
rin

g 
th

e 
su

m
m

er
 m

on
th

s. 
O

ne
 

of
 th

e 
ar

ea
s o

f c
on

ce
rn

 is
 th

e 
so

ut
hb

ou
nd

 a
pp

ro
ac

h 
to

 th
e 

in
te

rs
ec

tio
n 

of
 

M
T-

35
 a

nd
 G

ra
nd

 A
ve

nu
e.

 Q
ue

ue
s o

f t
ra

ff
ic

 a
re

 e
xp

ec
te

d 
to

 d
ev

el
op

. T
hi

s 
is

 a
dd

re
ss

ed
 b

y 
im

pr
ov

em
en

ts
 to

 th
e 

in
te

rs
ec

tio
n 

co
nf

ig
ur

at
io

n,
 

ch
an

ne
liz

at
io

n,
 a

nd
 o

ve
ra

ll 
op

er
at

io
n.

 
Th

e 
pr

op
os

ed
 in

te
rs

ec
tio

n 
at

 G
ra

nd
 A

ve
nu

e 
ha

s o
ne

 la
ne

 in
 e

ith
er

 d
ire

ct
io

n 
fo

r t
hr

ou
gh

 tr
af

fic
 a

nd
 le

ft-
 a

nd
 ri

gh
t-t

ur
n 

la
ne

s. 
Sh

ou
ld

er
s a

re
 p

ro
po

se
d 

th
ro

ug
ho

ut
 th

e 
en

tir
e 

le
ng

th
 o

f t
he

 p
ro

je
ct

 fo
r s

af
et

y 
re

as
on

s a
nd

 to
 a

llo
w

 
sp

ac
e 

fo
r a

 d
is

ab
le

d 
ve

hi
cl

e 
to

 b
e 

st
op

pe
d 

w
ith

ou
t b

lo
ck

in
g 

th
ro

ug
h 

tra
ff

ic
. 

  



 
Fi

nd
in

g 
of

 N
o 

Si
gn

ifi
ca

nt
 Im

pa
ct

 
 

ST
PP

 5
2-

1 
(1

8)
 2

7 
A

pp
en

di
x 

B
 

 M
on

ta
na

 D
ep

ar
tm

en
t o

f T
ra

ns
po

rt
at

io
n 

11
7 

 N
o.

 
C

om
m

en
t 

R
es

po
ns

e 
75

 
M

ar
ci

a 
D

io
n 

K
ne

ll:
 

R
es

po
ns

e 
75

A
: 

Th
e 

tra
ff

ic
 sp

ee
d 

w
as

 a
 d

om
in

an
t i

ss
ue

 ra
is

ed
 d

ur
in

g 
th

e 
st

ak
eh

ol
de

r 
co

or
di

na
tio

n 
pr

oc
es

s. 
Th

e 
Ex

ec
ut

iv
e 

Su
m

m
ar

y 
of

 th
e 

En
vi

ro
nm

en
ta

l 
A

ss
es

sm
en

t p
ro

vi
de

s i
nf

or
m

at
io

n 
ab

ou
t h

ow
 th

is
 is

su
e 

is
 a

dd
re

ss
ed

 in
 th

e 
Pr

ef
er

re
d 

A
lte

rn
at

iv
e.

 T
he

 is
su

e 
of

 sp
ee

d 
w

as
 a

dd
re

ss
ed

 in
 se

ve
ra

l d
iff

er
en

t 
w

ay
s:

 
Th

e 
co

m
m

un
ity

 o
f B

ig
fo

rk
 a

pp
ro

ac
he

d 
th

e 
M

on
ta

na
 T

ra
ns

po
rta

tio
n 

C
om

m
is

si
on

 w
ith

 a
 re

qu
es

t t
o 

lo
w

er
 th

e 
sp

ee
d 

lim
it.

 T
he

 M
on

ta
na

 
Tr

an
sp

or
ta

tio
n 

C
om

m
is

si
on

 d
ec

id
ed

 to
 lo

w
er

 th
e 

sp
ee

d 
lim

it 
fr

om
 4

5 
m

ph
 to

 
35

 m
ph

 in
 B

ig
fo

rk
. 

Se
ve

ra
l c

om
m

un
ity

 e
nt

ry
 tr

ea
tm

en
ts

 a
re

 in
cl

ud
ed

 in
 th

e 
Pr

ef
er

re
d 

A
lte

rn
at

iv
e 

to
 a

le
rt 

m
ot

or
is

ts
 to

 sl
ow

 d
ow

n 
w

he
n 

en
te

rin
g 

a 
m

or
e 

ur
ba

ni
ze

d 
ar

ea
. 

R
ou

nd
ab

ou
ts

 w
er

e 
in

cl
ud

ed
 in

 th
e 

Pr
ef

er
re

d 
A

lte
rn

at
iv

e 
to

 p
ro

vi
de

 im
pr

ov
ed

 
co

ns
is

te
nc

y 
of

 sp
ee

ds
 a

t i
nt

er
se

ct
io

ns
. A

ll 
ro

un
da

bo
ut

s w
ill

 b
e 

de
si

gn
ed

 to
 

ac
co

m
m

od
at

e 
he

av
y 

tru
ck

s. 
Th

e 
pr

oj
ec

t i
s n

ot
 p

ro
po

si
ng

 to
 c

ha
ng

e 
th

e 
ex

is
tin

g 
sp

ee
d 

lim
it.

 In
 B

ig
fo

rk
 

an
d 

W
oo

ds
 B

ay
, t

he
 p

os
te

d 
sp

ee
d 

lim
it 

is
 3

5 
m

ph
.  

Th
e 

po
st

ed
 sp

ee
d 

lim
it 

ou
ts

id
e 

of
 th

os
e 

sp
ee

d 
zo

ne
s i

s 5
0 

m
ph

, a
nd

 is
 n

ot
 p

ro
po

se
d 

to
 c

ha
ng

e.
  T

he
 

po
st

ed
 sp

ee
d 

lim
it 

is
 d

et
er

m
in

ed
 b

y 
th

e 
H

ig
hw

ay
 C

om
m

is
si

on
 a

nd
 C

ou
nt

y 
C

om
m

is
si

on
er

s, 
no

t b
y 

de
si

gn
 e

le
m

en
ts 

on
 th

e 
hi

gh
w

ay
 th

ro
ug

h 
B

ig
fo

rk
.  

To
 h

av
e 

a 
sp

ee
d 

lim
it 

lo
w

er
ed

 re
qu

ire
s a

 re
qu

es
t f

or
 a

 sp
ee

d 
st

ud
y 

fr
om

 th
e 

lo
ca

l g
ov

er
nm

en
t o

r a
 p

et
iti

on
 to

 th
e 

H
ig

hw
ay

 C
om

m
is

si
on

er
 fr

om
 th

e 
lo

ca
l 

go
ve

rn
m

en
t. 

 
Tu

rf
 w

as
 a

dd
ed

 a
s p

ar
t o

f t
he

 sh
ou

ld
er

 to
 m

in
im

iz
e 

th
e 

“s
up

er
 h

ig
hw

ay
” 

fe
el

 
of

 th
e 

w
id

en
ed

 ro
ad

w
ay

. T
hi

s a
llo

w
s f

or
 a

 sa
fe

 d
es

ig
n 

th
at

 g
iv

es
 th

e 
pe

rc
ep

tio
n 

of
 a

 n
ar

ro
w

er
 ro

ad
w

ay
. 

R
es

po
ns

e 
75

B
: 

If
 fu

nd
in

g 
is

 li
m

ite
d,

 th
e 

pr
oj

ec
t w

ill
 m

os
t l

ik
el

y 
be

 b
ro

ke
n 

up
 in

to
 sm

al
le

r 
pr

oj
ec

ts
 to

 p
ro

vi
de

 a
ll 

de
si

gn
 e

le
m

en
ts

 in
cl

ud
ed

 in
 th

e 
Pr

ef
er

re
d 

A
lte

rn
at

iv
e.

 
 

75
A

 

75
B

 



 
Fi

nd
in

g 
of

 N
o 

Si
gn

ifi
ca

nt
 Im

pa
ct

 
 

ST
PP

 5
2-

1 
(1

8)
 2

7 
A

pp
en

di
x 

B
 

 M
on

ta
na

 D
ep

ar
tm

en
t o

f T
ra

ns
po

rt
at

io
n 

11
8 

 N
o.

 
C

om
m

en
t 

R
es

po
ns

e 
76

 
D

av
id

 &
 C

hr
is

 M
ai

ch
el

: 

 

R
es

po
ns

e 
76

A
: 

A
t f

in
al

 d
es

ig
n,

 th
e 

ge
om

et
ric

 c
on

str
ai

nt
s a

nd
 ro

ad
w

ay
 ta

pe
rs

 a
s t

he
 

im
pr

ov
ed

 ro
ad

w
ay

 tr
an

si
tio

ns
 to

 th
e 

ex
is

tin
g 

ro
ad

w
ay

 w
ill

 b
e 

ev
al

ua
te

d 
to

 
en

su
re

 d
riv

er
 sa

fe
ty

 a
cc

or
di

ng
 to

 a
ll 

fe
de

ra
l a

nd
 M

D
T 

de
si

gn
 st

an
da

rd
s, 

in
cl

ud
in

g 
de

te
rm

in
at

io
n 

of
 p

ot
en

tia
l h

az
ar

ds
 b

ey
on

d 
th

e 
tie

-in
 p

oi
nt

.  
  

R
es

po
ns

e 
76

B
: 

Th
e 

tra
ff

ic
 sp

ee
d 

w
as

 a
 d

om
in

an
t i

ss
ue

 ra
is

ed
 d

ur
in

g 
th

e 
st

ak
eh

ol
de

r 
co

or
di

na
tio

n 
pr

oc
es

s. 
Th

e 
Ex

ec
ut

iv
e 

Su
m

m
ar

y 
of

 th
e 

En
vi

ro
nm

en
ta

l 
A

ss
es

sm
en

t p
ro

vi
de

s i
nf

or
m

at
io

n 
ab

ou
t h

ow
 th

is
 is

su
e 

is
 a

dd
re

ss
ed

 in
 th

e 
Pr

ef
er

re
d 

A
lte

rn
at

iv
e.

 T
he

 is
su

e 
of

 sp
ee

d 
w

as
 a

dd
re

ss
ed

 in
 se

ve
ra

l d
iff

er
en

t 
w

ay
s:

 
Th

e 
co

m
m

un
ity

 o
f B

ig
fo

rk
 a

pp
ro

ac
he

d 
th

e 
M

on
ta

na
 T

ra
ns

po
rta

tio
n 

C
om

m
is

si
on

 w
ith

 a
 re

qu
es

t t
o 

lo
w

er
 th

e 
sp

ee
d 

lim
it.

 T
he

 M
on

ta
na

 
Tr

an
sp

or
ta

tio
n 

C
om

m
is

si
on

 d
ec

id
ed

 to
 lo

w
er

 th
e 

sp
ee

d 
lim

it 
fr

om
 4

5 
m

ph
 to

 
35

 m
ph

 in
 B

ig
fo

rk
. 

Se
ve

ra
l c

om
m

un
ity

 e
nt

ry
 tr

ea
tm

en
ts

 a
re

 in
cl

ud
ed

 in
 th

e 
Pr

ef
er

re
d 

A
lte

rn
at

iv
e 

to
 a

le
rt 

m
ot

or
is

ts
 to

 sl
ow

 d
ow

n 
w

he
n 

en
te

rin
g 

a 
m

or
e 

ur
ba

ni
ze

d 
ar

ea
. 

R
ou

nd
ab

ou
ts

 w
er

e 
in

cl
ud

ed
 in

 th
e 

Pr
ef

er
re

d 
A

lte
rn

at
iv

e 
to

 p
ro

vi
de

 im
pr

ov
ed

 
co

ns
is

te
nc

y 
of

 sp
ee

ds
 a

t i
nt

er
se

ct
io

ns
. A

ll 
ro

un
da

bo
ut

s w
ill

 b
e 

de
si

gn
ed

 to
 

ac
co

m
m

od
at

e 
he

av
y 

tru
ck

s. 
Th

e 
pr

oj
ec

t i
s n

ot
 p

ro
po

si
ng

 to
 c

ha
ng

e 
th

e 
ex

is
tin

g 
sp

ee
d 

lim
it.

 In
 B

ig
fo

rk
 

an
d 

W
oo

ds
 B

ay
, t

he
 p

os
te

d 
sp

ee
d 

lim
it 

is
 3

5 
m

ph
.  

Th
e 

po
st

ed
 sp

ee
d 

lim
it 

ou
ts

id
e 

of
 th

os
e 

sp
ee

d 
zo

ne
s i

s 5
0 

m
ph

, a
nd

 is
 n

ot
 p

ro
po

se
d 

to
 c

ha
ng

e.
  T

he
 

po
st

ed
 sp

ee
d 

lim
it 

is
 d

et
er

m
in

ed
 b

y 
th

e 
H

ig
hw

ay
 C

om
m

is
si

on
 a

nd
 C

ou
nt

y 
C

om
m

is
si

on
er

s, 
no

t b
y 

de
si

gn
 e

le
m

en
ts 

on
 th

e 
hi

gh
w

ay
 th

ro
ug

h 
B

ig
fo

rk
.  

To
 h

av
e 

a 
sp

ee
d 

lim
it 

lo
w

er
ed

 re
qu

ire
s a

 re
qu

es
t f

or
 a

 sp
ee

d 
st

ud
y 

fr
om

 th
e 

lo
ca

l g
ov

er
nm

en
t o

r a
 p

et
iti

on
 to

 th
e 

H
ig

hw
ay

 C
om

m
is

si
on

er
 fr

om
 th

e 
lo

ca
l 

go
ve

rn
m

en
t. 

 
R

es
po

ns
e 

76
C

: 
A

s e
xp

la
in

ed
 o

n 
pa

ge
 3

-2
9 

of
 th

e 
En

vi
ro

nm
en

ta
l A

ss
es

sm
en

t, 
th

e 
cr

ea
tio

n 
of

 
co

m
pr

es
si

on
 b

ra
ke

 re
st

ric
tio

n 
zo

ne
s i

s r
eq

ui
re

d 
by

 la
w

 to
 o

rig
in

at
e 

th
ro

ug
h 

a 
lo

ca
l g

ov
er

nm
en

t r
eq

ue
st

. T
hu

s, 
M

D
T 

do
es

 n
ot

 h
av

e 
di

re
ct

 c
on

tro
l o

ve
r t

he
 

cr
ea

tio
n 

of
 th

is
 ty

pe
 o

f o
rd

in
an

ce
. I

t s
ho

ul
d 

be
 n

ot
ed

 th
at

 a
 n

ew
 c

om
pr

es
si

on
 

br
ak

e 
la

w
 re

qu
ire

s a
 c

om
m

er
ci

al
 m

ot
or

 v
eh

ic
le

 e
qu

ip
pe

d 
w

ith
 a

n 
en

gi
ne

 
co

m
pr

es
si

on
 b

ra
ke

 d
ev

ic
e 

to
 b

e 
eq

ui
pp

ed
 w

ith
 a

 m
uf

fle
r i

n 
go

od
 w

or
ki

ng
 

co
nd

iti
on

 to
 p

re
ve

nt
 e

xc
es

si
ve

 n
oi

se
. 

R
es

po
ns

e 
76

D
: 

M
ov

in
g 

th
e 

ro
ad

w
ay

 o
ut

si
de

 o
f t

he
 e

xi
st

in
g 

co
rr

id
or

 w
ou

ld
 b

e 
co

st
 

pr
oh

ib
iti

ve
 b

ec
au

se
 o

f e
nv

iro
nm

en
ta

l i
m

pa
ct

s a
nd

 ri
gh

t-o
f-

w
ay

 c
os

ts
. 

76
A

 

76
B

 

76
C

 

76
D

 



 
Fi

nd
in

g 
of

 N
o 

Si
gn

ifi
ca

nt
 Im

pa
ct

 
 

ST
PP

 5
2-

1 
(1

8)
 2

7 
A

pp
en

di
x 

B
 

 M
on

ta
na

 D
ep

ar
tm

en
t o

f T
ra

ns
po

rt
at

io
n 

11
9 

 N
o.

 
C

om
m

en
t 

R
es

po
ns

e 
77

 
N

or
w

oo
d 

N
ed

om
: 

R
es

po
ns

e 
77

A
: 

B
ec

au
se

 M
T-

35
 is

 a
 st

at
e 

an
d 

fe
de

ra
l a

id
 h

ig
hw

ay
, t

ru
ck

s c
an

no
t b

e 
re

st
ric

te
d 

fr
om

 it
s u

se
, n

or
 d

oe
s M

D
T 

ha
ve

 a
 m

ec
ha

ni
sm

 to
 p

ro
hi

bi
t t

ru
ck

s 
fr

om
 u

si
ng

 a
 ro

ut
e.

 D
ur

in
g 

th
e 

pu
bl

ic
 in

pu
t p

ro
ce

ss
 m

an
y 

pe
op

le
 su

gg
es

te
d 

de
si

gn
at

in
g 

M
T-

35
 a

s a
 sc

en
ic

 h
ig

hw
ay

 a
s a

 m
ea

ns
 to

 e
lim

in
at

e 
tru

ck
s f

ro
m

 
tra

ve
lin

g 
th

e 
ro

ut
e.

 D
es

ig
na

tin
g 

a 
ro

ad
 a

s a
 sc

en
ic

 h
ig

hw
ay

 d
oe

s o
pe

n 
th

e 
fa

ci
lit

y 
to

 c
er

ta
in

 ty
pe

s o
f f

un
ds

 fo
r s

ig
ni

ng
 a

nd
 in

te
rp

re
tiv

e 
el

em
en

ts
. 

H
ow

ev
er

, i
t d

oe
s n

ot
 d

o 
an

yt
hi

ng
 to

 re
st

ric
t t

ru
ck

 u
se

. S
ce

ni
c 

hi
gh

w
ay

 
de

si
gn

at
io

n 
is

 d
on

e 
by

 g
ov

er
nm

en
t a

ge
nc

ie
s o

r p
riv

at
e 

or
ga

ni
za

tio
ns

. P
eo

pl
e 

in
te

re
st

ed
 in

 d
es

ig
na

tin
g 

M
T-

35
 a

s a
 sc

en
ic

 h
ig

hw
ay

 c
ou

ld
 fo

rm
 a

n 
or

ga
ni

za
tio

n 
to

 d
o 

so
 si

nc
e 

M
on

ta
na

 d
oe

s h
av

e 
a 

st
at

e 
sc

en
ic

-h
is

to
ric

 
by

w
ay

s p
ro

gr
am

.  
Im

pl
em

en
ta

tio
n 

of
 th

e 
Pr

ef
er

re
d 

A
lte

rn
at

iv
e 

w
ou

ld
 d

ec
re

as
e 

C
O

 e
m

is
si

on
s 

du
e 

to
 d

ec
re

as
ed

 c
on

ge
st

io
n.

 
Pa

ge
 3

-2
9 

of
 th

e 
En

vi
ro

nm
en

ta
l A

ss
es

sm
en

t a
dd

re
ss

es
 th

e 
is

su
e 

of
 tr

uc
ks

 
an

d 
no

is
e.

 T
he

 c
re

at
io

n 
of

 e
ng

in
e 

co
m

pr
es

si
on

 b
ra

ke
 re

st
ric

tio
n 

zo
ne

s i
s 

re
qu

ire
d 

by
 la

w
 to

 o
rig

in
at

e 
th

ro
ug

h 
a 

lo
ca

l g
ov

er
nm

en
t r

eq
ue

st
, t

hu
s, 

M
D

T 
do

es
 n

ot
 h

av
e 

di
re

ct
 c

on
tro

l o
ve

r t
he

 c
re

at
io

n 
of

 th
is

 ty
pe

 o
f o

rd
in

an
ce

. I
t 

sh
ou

ld
 b

e 
no

te
d 

th
at

 a
 n

ew
 c

om
pr

es
si

on
 b

ra
ke

 la
w

 re
qu

ire
s a

 c
om

m
er

ci
al

 
m

ot
or

 v
eh

ic
le

 e
qu

ip
pe

d 
w

ith
 a

n 
en

gi
ne

 c
om

pr
es

si
on

 b
ra

ke
 d

ev
ic

e 
to

 b
e 

eq
ui

pp
ed

 w
ith

 a
 m

uf
fle

r i
n 

go
od

 w
or

ki
ng

 c
on

di
tio

n 
to

 p
re

ve
nt

 e
xc

es
si

ve
 

no
is

e.
 O

ne
 p

ur
po

se
 o

f t
he

 c
om

m
un

ity
 e

nt
ry

 fe
at

ur
es

 is
 to

 h
el

p 
dr

iv
er

s 
re

co
gn

iz
e 

th
at

 th
ey

 a
re

 in
 a

 p
op

ul
at

ed
 a

re
a 

an
d 

to
 sl

ow
 d

ow
n.

 
R

es
po

ns
e 

77
B

: 
M

D
T 

us
es

 li
qu

id
 d

ei
ce

rs
, s

uc
h 

as
 c

al
ci

um
 m

ag
ne

si
um

 a
ce

ta
te

, w
he

n 
sn

ow
pl

ow
in

g 
al

on
e 

is
 in

su
ff

ic
ie

nt
. D

ra
in

ag
es

 w
ill

 b
e 

de
si

gn
ed

 to
 a

de
qu

at
el

y 
co

nv
ey

 st
or

m
w

at
er

 ru
no

ff
. M

D
T 

w
ill

 in
te

gr
at

e 
ap

pr
op

ria
te

 w
at

er
 q

ua
lit

y 
be

st
 m

an
ag

em
en

t p
ra

ct
ic

es
 in

to
 fi

na
l d

es
ig

n 
of

 th
e 

pr
oj

ec
t t

o 
en

su
re

 ro
ad

w
ay

 
an

d 
br

id
ge

 ru
no

ff
 m

ee
ts

 th
e 

w
at

er
 q

ua
lit

y 
st

an
da

rd
s e

st
ab

lis
he

d 
by

 th
e 

M
on

ta
na

 D
ep

ar
tm

en
t o

f E
nv

iro
nm

en
ta

l Q
ua

lit
y.

 
R

es
po

ns
e 

77
C

: 
Th

e 
W

oo
ds

 B
ay

 H
ill

 a
nd

 th
e 

ex
is

tin
g 

tig
ht

 c
ur

ve
 a

t t
he

 to
p 

ha
s b

ee
n 

ad
dr

es
se

d 
w

ith
 se

ve
ra

l p
ro

po
se

d 
im

pr
ov

em
en

ts
: T

he
 c

ur
ve

 a
t t

he
 to

p 
of

 
W

oo
ds

 B
ay

 H
ill

 is
 p

ro
po

se
d 

to
 b

e 
fla

tte
ne

d 
to

 im
pr

ov
e 

th
e 

vi
si

bi
lit

y 
ar

ou
nd

 
th

e 
cu

rv
e.

 T
he

 su
pe

r-
el

ev
at

io
n 

(c
ro

ss
-s

lo
pe

) i
s t

o 
be

 th
e 

m
in

im
um

 sl
op

e 
al

lo
w

ed
 fo

r t
he

 d
es

ig
n 

sp
ee

d,
 a

pp
ro

xi
m

at
el

y 
45

 m
ph

. 
C

on
fig

ur
at

io
n 

of
 tu

rn
 la

ne
s w

ill
 b

e 
de

te
rm

in
ed

 d
ur

in
g 

th
e 

fin
al

 d
es

ig
n 

pr
oc

es
s. 

R
oa

dw
ay

 im
pr

ov
em

en
ts

, i
nc

lu
di

ng
 b

rid
ge

s a
nd

 re
ta

in
in

g 
w

al
ls

, w
ill

 
be

 d
es

ig
ne

d 
to

 m
in

im
iz

e 
di

st
ur

ba
nc

e 
to

 su
rr

ou
nd

in
g 

tre
es

 a
nd

 v
eg

et
at

io
n.

 

77
A

 

77
B

 

 77
C

 



 
Fi

nd
in

g 
of

 N
o 

Si
gn

ifi
ca

nt
 Im

pa
ct

 
 

ST
PP

 5
2-

1 
(1

8)
 2

7 
A

pp
en

di
x 

B
 

 M
on

ta
na

 D
ep

ar
tm

en
t o

f T
ra

ns
po

rt
at

io
n 

12
0 

 N
o.

 
C

om
m

en
t 

R
es

po
ns

e 
77

 
(c

on
t) 

 Si
nc

e 
st

al
le

d 
ve

hi
cl

es
 o

n 
th

e 
hi

ll 
du

e 
to

 ic
y 

co
nd

iti
on

s a
re

 n
ot

 re
po

rte
d 

to
 

M
D

T,
 n

o 
di

re
ct

 d
at

a 
as

 to
 th

e 
nu

m
be

r o
r f

re
qu

en
cy

 o
f o

cc
ur

re
nc

e 
is

 
av

ai
la

bl
e.

  H
ow

ev
er

, t
hi

s i
ss

ue
 w

as
 ra

is
ed

 th
ro

ug
h 

th
e 

pu
bl

ic
 in

pu
t p

ro
ce

ss
.  

D
es

pi
te

 th
e 

fr
eq

ue
nc

y,
 th

e 
co

nt
in

uo
us

 le
ft-

tu
rn

 la
ne

 p
ro

vi
de

s a
 p

re
sc

rib
ed

 
le

ve
l o

f s
af

et
y 

fo
r m

ot
or

is
ts

 m
ak

in
g 

th
e 

tu
rn

in
g 

m
ov

em
en

ts
 n

ot
ed

 a
bo

ve
.  

R
et

ai
ni

ng
 w

al
ls

 p
ro

vi
de

d 
at

 is
ol

at
ed

 lo
ca

tio
ns

 o
n 

ea
ch

 si
de

 o
f t

he
 ro

ad
w

ay
 

re
du

ce
 th

e 
am

ou
nt

 o
f c

ut
 a

nd
 fi

ll 
sl

op
es

 o
th

er
w

is
e 

re
qu

ire
d.

   
R

es
po

ns
e 

77
D

: 
W

hi
le

 th
e 

de
si

gn
 te

am
 re

co
gn

iz
es

 y
ou

r c
om

m
en

ts
 re

ga
rd

in
g 

th
e 

ro
un

da
bo

ut
 

be
ne

fit
s o

f g
re

at
er

 p
ro

te
ct

io
n 

of
 th

e 
B

ig
fo

rk
 c

ha
ra

ct
er

, a
nd

 g
re

at
er

 
la

nd
sc

ap
in

g 
op

po
rtu

ni
tie

s (
se

e 
Pa

ge
 2

-1
7 

of
 th

e 
En

vi
ro

nm
en

ta
l A

ss
es

sm
en

t);
 

an
d 

w
hi

le
 a

 ro
un

da
bo

ut
 a

t t
he

 lo
ca

tio
n 

m
en

tio
ne

d 
in

 y
ou

r c
om

m
en

t w
as

 
st

ro
ng

ly
 c

on
si

de
re

d 
an

d 
ev

al
ua

te
d;

 th
e 

ev
al

ua
tio

n 
sh

ow
ed

 th
at

 a
 ro

un
da

bo
ut

 
w

as
 n

ot
 p

re
fe

rr
ed

 d
ue

 to
 a

) r
el

oc
at

io
n 

of
 th

e 
bo

w
lin

g 
al

le
y 

ap
pr

oa
ch

 ro
ad

, b
) 

gr
ea

te
r r

ig
ht

-o
f-

w
ay

 re
qu

ire
m

en
ts

, a
nd

 c
) m

od
el

in
g 

in
di

ca
te

d 
th

at
 a

 
ro

un
da

bo
ut

 w
ou

ld
 e

xp
er

ie
nc

e 
pe

rio
ds

 o
f c

on
ge

st
io

n 
du

e 
to

 d
iff

er
en

t a
ve

ra
ge

 
da

ily
 tr

af
fic

 v
ol

um
es

 o
n 

th
e 

ap
pr

oa
ch

 st
re

et
s a

s t
ra

ff
ic

 in
cr

ea
se

s b
y 

th
e 

ye
ar

 
20

24
 (r

ec
en

tly
 u

pd
at

ed
 to

 2
02

9)
.  

 
R

es
po

ns
e 

77
E:

 
M

D
T 

ha
s b

ee
n 

ad
dr

es
si

ng
 th

is
 is

su
e 

w
he

n 
po

ss
ib

le
. D

ue
 to

 th
e 

la
ck

 o
f a

 
w

ild
lif

e 
co

rr
id

or
 (a

 w
el

l d
ef

in
ed

 a
nd

 fr
eq

ue
nt

ly
 u

se
d 

pa
th

 o
f w

ild
lif

e 
m

ig
ra

tio
n)

 o
n 

th
is

 p
ro

je
ct

, t
he

re
 is

 c
ur

re
nt

ly
 n

o 
re

as
on

ab
le

 lo
ca

tio
n 

to
 

pr
ov

id
e 

a 
w

ild
lif

e 
cr

os
si

ng
.  

Th
e 

in
co

rp
or

at
io

n 
of

 in
cr

ea
se

d 
si

gh
t d

is
ta

nc
e 

af
fo

rd
ed

 b
y 

fla
tte

r h
or

iz
on

ta
l a

nd
 v

er
tic

al
 c

ur
ve

s p
ro

vi
de

s t
he

 d
riv

er
 w

ith
 

in
cr

ea
se

d 
vi

si
bi

lit
y 

of
 w

ild
lif

e 
pr

es
en

ce
 o

n,
 o

r n
ea

r t
he

 ro
ad

w
ay

.  
Se

e 
pa

ge
 

3-
39

 o
f t

he
 E

nv
iro

nm
en

ta
l A

ss
es

sm
en

t. 
  

R
es

po
ns

e 
77

F:
 

Th
an

k 
yo

u 
fo

r y
ou

r c
om

m
en

t. 
R

es
po

ns
e 

77
G

:  
W

et
la

nd
 im

pa
ct

s h
av

e 
be

en
 m

in
im

iz
ed

 w
ith

 th
e 

us
e 

of
 re

ta
in

in
g 

w
al

ls
. 

W
et

la
nd

 m
iti

ga
tio

n 
w

ill
 b

e 
do

ne
 in

 a
cc

or
da

nc
e 

w
ith

 th
e 

U
S 

A
rm

y 
C

or
ps

 o
f 

En
gi

ne
er

s p
er

m
it 

re
qu

ire
m

en
ts

. 

77
D

 

77
E

 

77
F 

77
G

 



 
Fi

nd
in

g 
of

 N
o 

Si
gn

ifi
ca

nt
 Im

pa
ct

 
 

ST
PP

 5
2-

1 
(1

8)
 2

7 
A

pp
en

di
x 

B
 

 M
on

ta
na

 D
ep

ar
tm

en
t o

f T
ra

ns
po

rt
at

io
n 

12
1 

 N
o.

 
C

om
m

en
t 

R
es

po
ns

e 
77

 
(c

on
t) 

 

 



 
Fi

nd
in

g 
of

 N
o 

Si
gn

ifi
ca

nt
 Im

pa
ct

 
 

ST
PP

 5
2-

1 
(1

8)
 2

7 
A

pp
en

di
x 

B
 

 M
on

ta
na

 D
ep

ar
tm

en
t o

f T
ra

ns
po

rt
at

io
n 

12
2 

 N
o.

 
C

om
m

en
t 

R
es

po
ns

e 
78

 
C

hr
is

 G
. M

or
itz

: 
R

es
po

ns
e 

78
A

: 
Th

an
k 

yo
u 

fo
r y

ou
r c

om
m

en
ts

 a
nd

 c
on

si
de

ra
tio

n 
of

 th
e 

de
si

gn
 p

ro
po

sa
l. 

R
es

po
ns

e 
78

B
:  

A
 ro

un
da

bo
ut

 w
as

 st
ro

ng
ly

 c
on

si
de

re
d 

an
d 

ev
al

ua
te

d 
at

 th
e 

in
te

rs
ec

tio
n 

of
 

G
ra

nd
 A

ve
nu

e,
 H

ol
t D

riv
e,

 a
nd

 M
T-

35
. H

ow
ev

er
, t

he
 e

va
lu

at
io

n 
sh

ow
ed

 
th

at
 a

 ro
un

da
bo

ut
 w

as
 n

ot
 p

re
fe

rr
ed

 d
ue

 to
 a

) r
el

oc
at

io
n 

of
 th

e 
bo

w
lin

g 
al

le
y 

ap
pr

oa
ch

 ro
ad

, b
) g

re
at

er
 ri

gh
t-o

f-w
ay

 re
qu

ire
m

en
ts

, a
nd

 c
) m

od
el

in
g 

in
di

ca
te

d 
th

at
 a

 ro
un

da
bo

ut
 w

ou
ld

 e
xp

er
ie

nc
e 

pe
rio

ds
 o

f c
on

ge
st

io
n,

 d
ue

 to
 

di
ff

er
en

t a
ve

ra
ge

 d
ai

ly
 tr

af
fic

 v
ol

um
es

 o
n 

th
e 

ap
pr

oa
ch

 st
re

et
s a

s t
ra

ff
ic

 
in

cr
ea

se
s b

y 
th

e 
ye

ar
 2

02
4 

(r
ec

en
tly

 u
pd

at
ed

 to
 2

02
9)

. 
R

es
po

ns
e 

78
C

:  
Th

an
k 

yo
u 

fo
r y

ou
r c

om
m

en
ts

 a
nd

 c
on

si
de

ra
tio

n 
of

 th
e 

de
si

gn
 p

ro
po

sa
l. 

R
es

po
ns

e 
78

D
: 

Th
e 

pa
th

w
ay

 w
ill

 b
e 

de
si

gn
ed

 to
 m

in
im

iz
e 

im
pa

ct
s;

 th
e 

sp
ec

ifi
c 

de
si

gn
 o

f 
th

e 
pa

th
w

ay
, i

nc
lu

di
ng

 p
av

em
en

t m
at

er
ia

l, 
ex

ac
t l

oc
at

io
n,

 c
ro

ss
in

gs
, 

co
nn

ec
tio

ns
, e

tc
., 

w
ill

 b
e 

de
te

rm
in

ed
 d

ur
in

g 
th

e 
fin

al
 d

es
ig

n 
pr

oc
es

s. 
R

es
po

ns
e 

78
E:

  
W

he
re

 fe
as

ib
le

, r
ai

se
d 

m
ed

ia
ns

 a
re

 b
ei

ng
 u

til
iz

ed
. H

ow
ev

er
, i

n 
ce

rta
in

 
lo

ca
tio

ns
 th

e 
tw

o-
w

ay
 le

ft-
tu

rn
 la

ne
s a

re
 n

ec
es

sa
ry

 b
ec

au
se

 o
f t

he
 c

lo
se

 
pr

ox
im

ity
 o

f d
riv

ew
ay

s. 
R

es
po

ns
e 

78
F:

 
W

et
la

nd
 im

pa
ct

s h
av

e 
be

en
 m

in
im

iz
ed

 w
ith

 th
e 

us
e 

of
 re

ta
in

in
g 

w
al

ls
. 

W
et

la
nd

 m
iti

ga
tio

n 
w

ill
 b

e 
do

ne
 in

 a
cc

or
da

nc
e 

w
ith

 th
e 

U
S 

A
rm

y 
C

or
ps

 o
f 

En
gi

ne
er

s p
er

m
it 

re
qu

ire
m

en
ts

. 
 

78
A

 

78
B

 

78
C

 

78
D

 

78
E

 

78
F 



 
Fi

nd
in

g 
of

 N
o 

Si
gn

ifi
ca

nt
 Im

pa
ct

 
 

ST
PP

 5
2-

1 
(1

8)
 2

7 
A

pp
en

di
x 

B
 

 M
on

ta
na

 D
ep

ar
tm

en
t o

f T
ra

ns
po

rt
at

io
n 

12
3 

 N
o.

 
C

om
m

en
t 

R
es

po
ns

e 
79

 
M

ar
k 

B
lo

om
fie

ld
: 

R
es

po
ns

e 
79

: 
Th

an
k 

yo
u 

fo
r y

ou
r c

on
si

de
ra

tio
n 

an
d 

re
vi

ew
 o

f t
he

 a
lte

rn
at

iv
es

. T
he

 F
H

W
A

 
an

d 
M

D
T 

w
ill

 c
on

si
de

r a
ll 

co
m

m
en

ts
 in

 th
e 

de
ci

si
on

 m
ak

in
g 

pr
oc

es
s. 



 
Fi

nd
in

g 
of

 N
o 

Si
gn

ifi
ca

nt
 Im

pa
ct

 
 

ST
PP

 5
2-

1 
(1

8)
 2

7 
A

pp
en

di
x 

B
 

 M
on

ta
na

 D
ep

ar
tm

en
t o

f T
ra

ns
po

rt
at

io
n 

12
4 

 N
o.

 
C

om
m

en
t 

R
es

po
ns

e 
80

 
V

al
 C

ha
m

be
rs

: 
R

es
po

ns
e 

80
: 

Th
er

e 
ha

s b
ee

n 
ex

te
ns

iv
e 

ou
tre

ac
h 

to
 th

e 
co

m
m

un
ity

 th
ro

ug
h 

w
or

ks
ho

ps
 a

nd
 

la
nd

ow
ne

r a
nd

 p
ub

lic
 m

ee
tin

gs
 to

 d
ev

el
op

 th
e 

Pr
ef

er
re

d 
A

lte
rn

at
iv

e.
 A

ll 
fe

at
ur

es
 in

 th
e 

al
te

rn
at

iv
e 

ha
ve

 b
ee

n 
ev

al
ua

te
d 

fo
r s

af
et

y.
 In

cl
us

io
n 

of
 

ro
un

da
bo

ut
s w

as
 d

is
cu

ss
ed

 a
t l

en
gt

h 
w

ith
 th

e 
B

ig
fo

rk
 A

dv
is

or
y 

C
om

m
itt

ee
, 

w
ho

 su
pp

or
ts

 th
em

. R
ou

nd
ab

ou
ts

 w
ill

 b
e 

de
si

gn
ed

 to
 sa

fe
ly

 a
cc

om
m

od
at

e 
la

rg
e 

ve
hi

cl
es

/h
ea

vy
 tr

uc
ks

, s
no

w
pl

ow
in

g,
 p

ed
es

tri
an

 c
ro

ss
in

gs
, e

tc
. T

he
se

 
de

si
gn

 c
on

si
de

ra
tio

ns
, a

s w
el

l a
s p

er
m

an
en

t s
ig

na
ge

, e
tc

., 
w

ill
 b

e 
ad

dr
es

se
d 

du
rin

g 
th

e 
fin

al
 d

es
ig

n 
pr

oc
es

s. 
 

M
D

T 
w

ill
 c

on
du

ct
 a

 p
ub

lic
 e

du
ca

tio
n 

pr
og

ra
m

 a
bo

ut
 th

e 
us

e 
of

 ro
un

da
bo

ut
s 

be
fo

re
 th

ey
 a

re
 im

pl
em

en
te

d.
 

 



 
Fi

nd
in

g 
of

 N
o 

Si
gn

ifi
ca

nt
 Im

pa
ct

 
 

ST
PP

 5
2-

1 
(1

8)
 2

7 
A

pp
en

di
x 

B
 

 M
on

ta
na

 D
ep

ar
tm

en
t o

f T
ra

ns
po

rt
at

io
n 

12
5 

 N
o.

 
C

om
m

en
t 

R
es

po
ns

e 
81

 
K

at
hy

 N
ai

ve
: 

R
es

po
ns

e 
81

A
: 

R
oa

dw
ay

 im
pr

ov
em

en
ts

, i
nc

lu
di

ng
 b

rid
ge

s a
nd

 re
ta

in
in

g 
w

al
ls

, w
ill

 b
e 

de
si

gn
ed

 to
 m

in
im

iz
e 

di
st

ur
ba

nc
e 

to
 su

rr
ou

nd
in

g 
tre

es
 a

nd
 v

eg
et

at
io

n.
  

Th
e 

fin
al

 d
es

ig
n 

of
 th

e 
pr

oj
ec

t w
ill

 m
in

im
iz

e 
cu

ts
 re

qu
ire

d 
in

 o
rd

er
 to

 
m

in
im

iz
e 

im
pa

ct
s t

o 
ve

ge
ta

tio
n 

w
hi

le
 a

dd
re

ss
in

g 
sa

fe
ty

 d
ef

ic
ie

nc
ie

s. 
Fo

r a
re

as
 d

is
tu

rb
ed

 d
ur

in
g 

co
ns

tru
ct

io
n,

 a
 re

ve
ge

ta
tio

n 
pl

an
 w

ill
 b

e 
de

ve
lo

pe
d 

du
rin

g 
fin

al
 d

es
ig

n 
th

at
 o

ut
lin

es
 re

ve
ge

ta
tio

n 
m

et
ho

ds
, s

pe
ci

es
 to

 
be

 u
se

d,
 m

on
ito

rin
g 

re
qu

ire
m

en
ts

, e
tc

. 
M

D
T 

w
ill

 c
om

pl
y 

w
ith

 th
e 

re
qu

ire
m

en
ts

 o
f t

he
 C

ou
nt

y 
N

ox
io

us
 W

ee
d 

M
an

ag
em

en
t A

ct
. 

R
es

po
ns

e 
81

B
: 

D
ra

in
ag

es
 w

ill
 b

e 
de

si
gn

ed
 to

 a
de

qu
at

el
y 

co
nv

ey
 st

or
m

w
at

er
 ru

no
ff

.  
M

D
T 

w
ill

 in
te

gr
at

e 
ap

pr
op

ria
te

 w
at

er
 q

ua
lit

y 
be

st
 m

an
ag

em
en

t p
ra

ct
ic

es
 

in
to

 fi
na

l d
es

ig
n 

of
 th

e 
pr

oj
ec

t t
o 

en
su

re
 ro

ad
w

ay
 a

nd
 b

rid
ge

 ru
no

ff
 m

ee
ts

 
th

e 
w

at
er

 q
ua

lit
y 

st
an

da
rd

s e
st

ab
lis

he
d 

by
 th

e 
M

on
ta

na
 D

ep
ar

tm
en

t o
f 

En
vi

ro
nm

en
ta

l Q
ua

lit
y.

 
81

A
 

81
B

 

81
A

 

81
A

 



 
Fi

nd
in

g 
of

 N
o 

Si
gn

ifi
ca

nt
 Im

pa
ct

 
 

ST
PP

 5
2-

1 
(1

8)
 2

7 
A

pp
en

di
x 

B
 

 M
on

ta
na

 D
ep

ar
tm

en
t o

f T
ra

ns
po

rt
at

io
n 

12
6 

 N
o.

 
C

om
m

en
t 

R
es

po
ns

e 
82

 
Sh

ar
on

 A
nd

er
so

n:
 

R
es

po
ns

e 
82

A
: 

D
ra

in
ag

es
 w

ill
 b

e 
de

si
gn

ed
 to

 a
de

qu
at

el
y 

co
nv

ey
 st

or
m

w
at

er
 ru

no
ff

.  
M

D
T 

w
ill

 in
te

gr
at

e 
ap

pr
op

ria
te

 w
at

er
 q

ua
lit

y 
be

st
 m

an
ag

em
en

t p
ra

ct
ic

es
 

in
to

 fi
na

l d
es

ig
n 

of
 th

e 
pr

oj
ec

t t
o 

en
su

re
 ro

ad
w

ay
 a

nd
 b

rid
ge

 ru
no

ff
 m

ee
ts

 
th

e 
w

at
er

 q
ua

lit
y 

st
an

da
rd

s e
st

ab
lis

he
d 

by
 th

e 
M

on
ta

na
 D

ep
ar

tm
en

t o
f 

En
vi

ro
nm

en
ta

l Q
ua

lit
y.

 
R

es
po

ns
e 

82
B

: 
Im

pr
ov

em
en

ts
 to

 ro
ad

 a
nd

 b
rid

ge
 g

ra
de

s w
ill

 b
e 

de
te

rm
in

ed
 d

ur
in

g 
th

e 
fin

al
 

de
si

gn
 p

ro
ce

ss
. 

R
es

po
ns

e 
82

C
: 

Th
an

k 
yo

u 
fo

r y
ou

r c
om

m
en

t. 
Th

e 
cu

rv
e 

at
 S

yl
va

n 
D

riv
e 

ha
s b

ee
n 

fla
tte

ne
d 

to
 im

pr
ov

e 
th

e 
si

gh
t d

is
ta

nc
e 

an
d 

im
pr

ov
e 

th
e 

sa
fe

ty
.  

Th
e 

si
gh

t d
is

ta
nc

e 
fo

r 
th

e 
ex

is
tin

g 
ro

ad
w

ay
 is

 a
pp

ro
xi

m
at

el
y 

76
 m

et
er

s (
25

0 
fe

et
) a

nd
 w

ith
 th

e 
pr

op
os

ed
 a

lig
nm

en
t w

ill
 b

e 
ap

pr
ox

im
at

el
y 

94
 m

et
er

s (
31

0 
fe

et
). 

R
es

po
ns

e 
82

D
: 

Th
e 

in
te

rs
ec

tio
n 

of
 H

w
y 

83
 a

nd
 M

T-
35

 is
 o

ut
si

de
 o

f t
he

 st
ud

y 
ar

ea
, a

nd
 w

as
 

ad
dr

es
se

d 
un

de
r a

 se
pa

ra
te

 M
D

T 
pr

oj
ec

t. 
 

82
A

 

82
B

 

82
C

 

82
D

 



 
Fi

nd
in

g 
of

 N
o 

Si
gn

ifi
ca

nt
 Im

pa
ct

 
 

ST
PP

 5
2-

1 
(1

8)
 2

7 
A

pp
en

di
x 

B
 

 M
on

ta
na

 D
ep

ar
tm

en
t o

f T
ra

ns
po

rt
at

io
n 

12
7 

 N
o.

 
C

om
m

en
t 

R
es

po
ns

e 
83

 
Jo

hn
, P

at
ri

ci
a,

 M
ab

el
 L

itt
le

: 
R

es
po

ns
e 

83
: 

Th
e 

pu
rp

os
e 

of
 ra

is
ed

 m
ed

ia
ns

 is
 to

 d
ire

ct
 tu

rn
in

g 
ve

hi
cl

es
 to

 d
es

ig
na

te
d 

lo
ca

tio
ns

. C
ur

re
nt

ly
 th

e 
ac

ce
ss

 c
ha

ra
ct

er
 in

 th
e 

ur
ba

n 
ar

ea
 o

f B
ig

fo
rk

 
co

nt
rib

ut
es

 to
 d

riv
er

 c
on

fu
si

on
 a

nd
 p

ot
en

tia
l s

af
et

y 
pr

ob
le

m
s. 

Th
e 

m
ed

ia
ns

 
w

ill
 n

ot
 re

st
ric

t a
cc

es
s b

ut
 w

ill
 b

et
te

r d
ef

in
e 

th
e 

tra
ff

ic
 m

ov
em

en
ts

. D
ur

in
g 

th
e 

fin
al

 d
es

ig
n 

pr
oc

es
s, 

an
 a

cc
es

s m
an

ag
em

en
t p

la
n 

w
ill

 b
e 

de
ve

lo
pe

d 
by

 
M

D
T 

th
at

 id
en

tif
ie

s s
pe

ci
fic

 a
cc

es
s l

oc
at

io
ns

, c
ha

ng
es

, a
nd

 c
on

fig
ur

at
io

ns
. 



 
Fi

nd
in

g 
of

 N
o 

Si
gn

ifi
ca

nt
 Im

pa
ct

 
 

ST
PP

 5
2-

1 
(1

8)
 2

7 
A

pp
en

di
x 

B
 

 M
on

ta
na

 D
ep

ar
tm

en
t o

f T
ra

ns
po

rt
at

io
n 

12
8 

 N
o.

 
C

om
m

en
t 

R
es

po
ns

e 
84

 
C

le
m

 J
oh

ns
on

: 
R

es
po

ns
e 

84
A

: 
Y

ou
r c

on
ce

rn
s a

bo
ut

 c
os

t a
re

 a
pp

re
ci

at
ed

.  
H

ow
ev

er
, t

he
re

 is
 a

 re
al

 n
ee

d 
to

 
ad

dr
es

s a
 n

um
be

r o
f s

af
et

y 
is

su
es

 o
n 

th
e 

pr
oj

ec
t a

s s
ta

te
d 

in
 C

ha
pt

er
 1

, 
Pu

rp
os

e 
an

d 
N

ee
d,

 P
ag

es
 1

-1
 th

ro
ug

h 
1-

33
 o

f t
he

 E
nv

iro
nm

en
ta

l 
A

ss
es

sm
en

t. 
Pu

bl
ic

 c
om

m
en

ts
 h

av
e 

be
en

 re
ce

iv
ed

 th
ro

ug
ho

ut
 th

e 
en

vi
ro

nm
en

ta
l p

ro
ce

ss
, i

nc
lu

di
ng

 a
 g

re
at

 le
ve

l o
f i

np
ut

 fr
om

 th
e 

B
ig

fo
rk

 
A

dv
is

or
y 

C
om

m
itt

ee
 c

om
pr

is
ed

 o
f y

ou
r n

ei
gh

bo
rs

. A
dd

iti
on

al
ly

, M
D

T 
re

co
gn

iz
es

 th
e 

sc
en

ic
 q

ua
lit

ie
s o

f t
he

 st
ud

y 
ar

ea
, a

nd
 a

s s
uc

h 
M

D
T 

an
d 

its
 

co
ns

ul
ta

nt
s h

av
e 

go
ne

 to
 g

re
at

 le
ng

th
s t

o 
in

vo
lv

e 
th

e 
pu

bl
ic

 a
nd

 d
es

ig
n 

th
e 

hi
gh

w
ay

 a
cc

or
di

ng
ly

.  
Th

e 
Pr

ef
er

re
d 

A
lte

rn
at

iv
e,

 a
ga

in
 sh

ap
ed

 w
ith

 th
e 

co
nt

rib
ut

io
ns

 o
f B

ig
fo

rk
 A

dv
is

or
y 

C
om

m
itt

ee
, r

es
pe

ct
s t

he
 c

ha
ra

ct
er

 o
f t

he
 

ar
ea

 w
hi

le
 a

dd
re

ss
in

g 
sa

fe
ty

 a
nd

 o
pe

ra
tio

na
l d

ef
ic

ie
nc

ie
s. 

 A
s s

ta
te

d 
in

 
Se

ct
io

n 
3.

1.
4 

of
 th

e 
En

vi
ro

nm
en

ta
l A

ss
es

sm
en

t, 
th

e 
Pr

ef
er

re
d 

A
lte

rn
at

iv
e 

is
 

co
ns

is
te

nt
 w

ith
 th

e 
la

nd
 u

se
 p

ol
ic

es
 fo

r L
ak

e 
an

d 
Fl

at
he

ad
 c

ou
nt

ie
s w

ith
in

 
th

e 
st

ud
y 

ar
ea

, a
nd

 w
ith

 m
an

y 
of

 th
e 

go
al

s i
de

nt
ifi

ed
 in

 th
e 

Fl
at

he
ad

 C
ou

nt
y 

M
as

te
r P

la
n,

 B
ig

fo
rk

 A
re

a 
La

nd
 U

se
 P

la
n,

 a
nd

 L
ak

e 
C

ou
nt

y 
G

en
er

al
 P

la
n.

 
Th

e 
im

pr
ov

em
en

ts
 w

ill
 n

ot
 c

ha
ng

e 
th

e 
se

m
i-r

ur
al

 a
nd

 re
cr

ea
tio

na
l l

ife
st

yl
es

, 
w

at
er

fr
on

t d
ev

el
op

m
en

ts
, a

nd
 th

e 
na

tu
ra

l a
nd

 sc
en

ic
 la

nd
sc

ap
es

 p
ro

te
ct

ed
 b

y 
th

os
e 

pl
an

s. 
 P

le
as

e 
re

fe
r t

o 
Se

ct
io

n 
3.

19
 o

f t
he

 E
nv

iro
nm

en
ta

l A
ss

es
sm

en
t 

fo
r a

 d
is

cu
ss

io
n 

of
 v

is
ua

l i
m

pa
ct

s a
nd

 m
ea

su
re

s t
ha

t w
ill

 b
e 

un
de

rta
ke

n 
to

 
m

iti
ga

te
 th

os
e 

im
pa

ct
s. 

Y
ou

 c
on

ce
rn

s s
ho

ul
d 

co
nt

in
ue

 to
 b

e 
pr

ov
id

ed
 

th
ro

ug
h 

th
e 

fin
al

 d
es

ig
n 

pr
oc

es
s t

o 
he

lp
 a

dd
re

ss
 y

ou
r c

on
ce

rn
s. 

Fu
rth

er
 

de
si

gn
 a

nd
 c

on
st

ru
ct

io
n 

of
 th

e 
Pr

ef
er

re
d 

A
lte

rn
at

iv
e 

is
 d

ep
en

de
nt

 u
po

n 
av

ai
la

bl
e 

fu
nd

in
g.

  T
he

 M
D

T 
w

ill
 w

or
k 

to
w

ar
d 

fin
al

 d
es

ig
n,

 ri
gh

t-o
f-

w
ay

 
ac

qu
is

iti
on

, u
til

ity
 re

lo
ca

tio
n,

 a
nd

 c
on

st
ru

ct
io

n 
w

he
n 

fu
nd

in
g 

be
co

m
es

 
av

ai
la

bl
e 

re
la

tiv
e 

to
 a

ll 
of

 th
e 

ne
ed

s a
nd

 p
rio

rit
ie

s w
ith

in
 th

e 
D

is
tri

ct
. I

t i
s 

lik
el

y 
th

at
 c

on
st

ru
ct

io
n 

of
 th

e 
Pr

ef
er

re
d 

A
lte

rn
at

iv
e 

w
ill

 b
e 

ph
as

ed
 a

s 
fu

nd
in

g 
be

co
m

es
 a

va
ila

bl
e.

 
R

es
po

ns
e 

84
B

: 
St

ra
ig

ht
en

in
g 

th
e 

ro
ad

 th
ro

ug
h 

Ic
e 

B
ox

 C
an

yo
n 

w
ou

ld
 re

qu
ire

 a
 la

rg
e 

am
ou

nt
 o

f e
ar

th
w

or
k 

an
d 

ev
en

 m
or

e 
re

ta
in

in
g 

w
al

ls
 a

nd
 c

os
t. 

Th
is

 is
su

e 
w

as
 

di
sc

us
se

d 
du

rin
g 

th
e 

pr
oc

es
s o

f d
ev

el
op

in
g 

th
e 

Pr
ef

er
re

d 
A

lte
rn

at
iv

e.
  I

t w
as

 
th

e 
st

ro
ng

 p
re

fe
re

nc
e 

of
 m

an
y 

in
 th

e 
co

m
m

un
ity

 n
ot

 to
 d

o 
an

 e
xt

re
m

e 
cu

t 
th

at
 w

ou
ld

 re
su

lt 
in

 a
 la

rg
e 

vi
su

al
 im

pa
ct

.  
So

 to
 a

dd
re

ss
 th

es
e 

co
nc

er
ns

, 
re

ta
in

in
g 

w
al

ls
 in

 Ic
e 

B
ox

 C
an

yo
n 

ar
e 

pr
op

os
ed

 to
 li

m
it 

th
e 

am
ou

nt
 o

f c
ut

 
ex

ca
va

tio
n,

 re
du

ce
 th

e 
nu

m
be

r o
f t

re
es

 c
ut

 d
ow

n,
 li

m
it 

th
e 

ne
ce

ss
ar

y 
rig

ht
-

of
-w

ay
 re

qu
ire

d,
 a

nd
 to

 p
ro

te
ct

 th
e 

na
tu

ra
l v

ie
w

sh
ed

.  
To

 im
pr

ov
e 

th
e 

sa
fe

ty
 

of
 th

e 
ro

ad
, p

ar
tic

ul
ar

ly
 in

 th
e 

w
in

te
r, 

a 
ce

nt
er

 b
ar

rie
r w

ill
 p

ro
vi

de
 p

hy
si

ca
l 

se
pa

ra
tio

n 
an

d 
pr

ev
en

t c
ro

ss
-o

ve
r t

ra
ff

ic
 a

cc
id

en
ts

, w
hi

le
 th

e 
en

try
 fe

at
ur

e 
w

ill
 se

rv
e 

to
 sl

ow
 d

ow
n 

tra
ff

ic
. 

R
es

po
ns

e 
84

C
: N

o.
 

84
A

 

84
C

 

84
B

 



 
Fi

nd
in

g 
of

 N
o 

Si
gn

ifi
ca

nt
 Im

pa
ct

 
 

ST
PP

 5
2-

1 
(1

8)
 2

7 
A

pp
en

di
x 

B
 

 M
on

ta
na

 D
ep

ar
tm

en
t o

f T
ra

ns
po

rt
at

io
n 

12
9 

 N
o.

 
C

om
m

en
t 

R
es

po
ns

e 
85

 
Ja

m
es

 J
oh

ns
on

: 
R

es
po

ns
e 

85
: 

Th
an

k 
yo

u 
fo

r y
ou

r r
ev

ie
w

 a
nd

 c
on

si
de

ra
tio

n 
of

 th
e 

pr
oj

ec
t a

lte
rn

at
iv

es
 a

nd
 

fe
at

ur
es

. T
he

 in
cl

us
io

n 
of

 ro
un

da
bo

ut
s w

as
 d

is
cu

ss
ed

 a
t l

en
gt

h 
w

ith
 th

e 
B

ig
fo

rk
 a

dv
is

or
y 

co
m

m
itt

ee
, w

ho
 su

pp
or

ts
 th

em
. R

ou
nd

ab
ou

ts
 w

ill
 b

e 
de

si
gn

ed
 to

 sa
fe

ly
 a

cc
om

m
od

at
e 

la
rg

e 
ve

hi
cl

es
/h

ea
vy

 tr
uc

ks
, s

no
w

pl
ow

in
g,

 
pe

de
st

ria
n 

cr
os

si
ng

s, 
et

c.
 T

he
se

 d
es

ig
n 

co
ns

id
er

at
io

ns
, a

s w
el

l a
s p

er
m

an
en

t 
si

gn
ag

e,
 e

tc
., 

w
ill

 b
e 

ad
dr

es
se

d 
du

rin
g 

th
e 

fin
al

 d
es

ig
n 

pr
oc

es
s. 

 
M

D
T 

w
ill

 c
on

du
ct

 a
 p

ub
lic

 e
du

ca
tio

n 
pr

og
ra

m
 a

bo
ut

 th
e 

us
e 

of
 ro

un
da

bo
ut

s 
be

fo
re

 th
ey

 a
re

 im
pl

em
en

te
d.

 
  



 
Fi

nd
in

g 
of

 N
o 

Si
gn

ifi
ca

nt
 Im

pa
ct

 
 

ST
PP

 5
2-

1 
(1

8)
 2

7 
A

pp
en

di
x 

B
 

 M
on

ta
na

 D
ep

ar
tm

en
t o

f T
ra

ns
po

rt
at

io
n 

13
0 

 N
o.

 
C

om
m

en
t 

R
es

po
ns

e 
86

 
Ja

m
es

 P
ol

in
g:

 
R

es
po

ns
e 

86
: 

Im
pr

ov
em

en
ts

 to
 ro

ad
 a

nd
 b

rid
ge

 g
ra

de
s w

ill
 b

e 
de

te
rm

in
ed

 d
ur

in
g 

th
e 

fin
al

 
de

si
gn

 p
ro

ce
ss

. 
 



 
Fi

nd
in

g 
of

 N
o 

Si
gn

ifi
ca

nt
 Im

pa
ct

 
 

ST
PP

 5
2-

1 
(1

8)
 2

7 
A

pp
en

di
x 

B
 

 M
on

ta
na

 D
ep

ar
tm

en
t o

f T
ra

ns
po

rt
at

io
n 

13
1 

 N
o.

 
C

om
m

en
t 

R
es

po
ns

e 
87

 
Je

rr
y 

L
og

an
: 

R
es

po
ns

e 
87

: 
Im

pr
ov

em
en

ts
 to

 ro
ad

 a
nd

 b
rid

ge
 g

ra
de

s w
ill

 b
e 

de
te

rm
in

ed
 d

ur
in

g 
th

e 
fin

al
 

de
si

gn
 p

ro
ce

ss
. 



 
Fi

nd
in

g 
of

 N
o 

Si
gn

ifi
ca

nt
 Im

pa
ct

 
 

ST
PP

 5
2-

1 
(1

8)
 2

7 
A

pp
en

di
x 

B
 

 M
on

ta
na

 D
ep

ar
tm

en
t o

f T
ra

ns
po

rt
at

io
n 

13
2 

 N
o.

 
C

om
m

en
t 

R
es

po
ns

e 
88

 
D

on
 N

el
in

s:
 

R
es

po
ns

e 
88

: 
Im

pr
ov

em
en

ts
 to

 ro
ad

 a
nd

 b
rid

ge
 g

ra
de

s w
ill

 b
e 

de
te

rm
in

ed
 d

ur
in

g 
th

e 
fin

al
 

de
si

gn
 p

ro
ce

ss
. 



 
Fi

nd
in

g 
of

 N
o 

Si
gn

ifi
ca

nt
 Im

pa
ct

 
 

ST
PP

 5
2-

1 
(1

8)
 2

7 
A

pp
en

di
x 

B
 

 M
on

ta
na

 D
ep

ar
tm

en
t o

f T
ra

ns
po

rt
at

io
n 

13
3 

 N
o.

 
C

om
m

en
t 

R
es

po
ns

e 
89

 
T

im
 H

ill
: 

R
es

po
ns

e 
89

: 
Im

pr
ov

em
en

ts
 to

 ro
ad

 a
nd

 b
rid

ge
 g

ra
de

s w
ill

 b
e 

de
te

rm
in

ed
 d

ur
in

g 
th

e 
fin

al
 

de
si

gn
 p

ro
ce

ss
. 



 
Fi

nd
in

g 
of

 N
o 

Si
gn

ifi
ca

nt
 Im

pa
ct

 
 

ST
PP

 5
2-

1 
(1

8)
 2

7 
A

pp
en

di
x 

B
 

 M
on

ta
na

 D
ep

ar
tm

en
t o

f T
ra

ns
po

rt
at

io
n 

13
4 

 N
o.

 
C

om
m

en
t 

R
es

po
ns

e 
90

 
B

ill
 J

. C
ap

ps
: 

R
es

po
ns

e 
90

: 
In

 S
ec

tio
n 

4 
of

 th
e 

st
ud

y 
co

rr
id

or
, a

 c
en

te
r t

ur
n 

la
ne

 is
 p

ro
po

se
d 

be
gi

nn
in

g 
so

ut
h 

of
 Ic

e 
B

ox
 C

an
yo

n 
as

 y
ou

 e
nt

er
 B

ig
fo

rk
 a

nd
 c

on
tin

ui
ng

 so
ut

h 
of

 
Pe

ac
ef

ul
 D

riv
e.

  S
ou

th
 o

f t
hi

s p
oi

nt
, r

ai
se

d 
m

ed
ia

ns
 a

re
 p

ro
po

se
d 

w
ith

 
de

si
gn

at
ed

 la
ne

s f
or

 le
ft 

tu
rn

s. 
D

ur
in

g 
th

e 
fin

al
 d

es
ig

n 
pr

oc
es

s, 
an

 a
cc

es
s 

m
an

ag
em

en
t p

la
n 

w
ill

 b
e 

de
ve

lo
pe

d 
by

 M
D

T 
th

at
 id

en
tif

ie
s s

pe
ci

fic
 a

cc
es

s 
lo

ca
tio

ns
, c

ha
ng

es
, a

nd
 c

on
fig

ur
at

io
ns

. L
an

do
w

ne
rs

 w
ill

 c
on

tin
ue

 to
 b

e 
in

vo
lv

ed
 in

 th
is

 p
ro

ce
ss

 a
s t

he
 a

cc
es

s m
an

ag
em

en
t p

la
n 

is
 d

ev
el

op
ed

.  



 
Fi

nd
in

g 
of

 N
o 

Si
gn

ifi
ca

nt
 Im

pa
ct

 
 

ST
PP

 5
2-

1 
(1

8)
 2

7 
A

pp
en

di
x 

B
 

 M
on

ta
na

 D
ep

ar
tm

en
t o

f T
ra

ns
po

rt
at

io
n 

13
5 

 N
o.

 
C

om
m

en
t 

R
es

po
ns

e 
91

 
Ji

m
 &

 S
ue

 T
eb

ay
: 

R
es

po
ns

e 
91

A
: 

Im
pr

ov
em

en
ts

 to
 ro

ad
 a

nd
 b

rid
ge

 g
ra

de
s w

ill
 b

e 
de

te
rm

in
ed

 d
ur

in
g 

th
e 

fin
al

 
de

si
gn

 p
ro

ce
ss

. 
R

es
po

ns
e 

91
B

: 
Th

e 
sp

ec
ifi

c 
rig

ht
-o

f-
w

ay
 re

qu
ire

d 
fo

r t
he

 p
ro

je
ct

 w
ill

 b
e 

de
te

rm
in

ed
 d

ur
in

g 
th

e 
fin

al
 d

es
ig

n 
pr

oc
es

s. 
M

D
T 

w
ill

 c
oo

rd
in

at
e 

w
ith

 p
ro

pe
rty

 o
w

ne
rs

 d
ur

in
g 

th
e 

fin
al

 d
es

ig
n 

pr
oc

es
s. 

Pr
op

er
ty

 a
cq

ui
si

tio
n 

w
ill

 c
on

fo
rm

 w
ith

 th
e 

U
ni

fo
rm

 
R

el
oc

at
io

n 
A

ss
is

ta
nc

e 
an

d 
R

ea
l P

ro
pe

rty
 A

cq
ui

si
tio

n 
Po

lic
ie

s A
ct

 o
f 1

97
0,

 
as

 a
m

en
de

d.
 

R
es

po
ns

e 
91

C
: 

M
D

T 
is

 a
w

ar
e 

of
 th

e 
dr

ai
na

ge
 p

ro
bl

em
s a

t P
ot

at
o 

La
ke

s. 
 H

yd
ra

ul
ic

 a
na

ly
si

s 
th

ro
ug

ho
ut

 th
e 

co
rr

id
or

 w
ill

 b
e 

fu
lly

 e
va

lu
at

ed
 d

ur
in

g 
fin

al
 d

es
ig

n.
   

R
es

po
ns

e 
91

D
: 

Th
e 

in
cl

us
io

n 
of

 th
e 

ro
un

da
bo

ut
s w

as
 d

is
cu

ss
ed

 a
t l

en
gt

h 
w

ith
 th

e 
B

ig
fo

rk
 

A
dv

is
or

y 
C

om
m

itt
ee

, w
ho

 su
pp

or
ts

 th
em

.  
R

ou
nd

ab
ou

ts
 w

ill
 b

e 
de

si
gn

ed
 to

 
sa

fe
ly

 a
cc

om
m

od
at

e 
la

rg
e 

ve
hi

cl
es

/h
ea

vy
 tr

uc
ks

, s
no

w
pl

ow
in

g,
 p

ed
es

tri
an

 
cr

os
si

ng
s, 

et
c.

 T
he

se
 d

es
ig

n 
co

ns
id

er
at

io
ns

, a
s w

el
l a

s p
er

m
an

en
t s

ig
na

ge
, 

et
c.

, w
ill

 b
e 

ad
dr

es
se

d 
du

rin
g 

th
e 

fin
al

 d
es

ig
n 

pr
oc

es
s. 

M
D

T 
w

ill
 c

on
du

ct
 a

 
pu

bl
ic

 e
du

ca
tio

n 
pr

og
ra

m
 a

bo
ut

 th
e 

us
e 

of
 ro

un
da

bo
ut

s b
ef

or
e 

th
ey

 a
re

 
im

pl
em

en
te

d.
 

R
es

po
ns

e 
91

E:
 

It 
is

 u
nc

le
ar

 w
hi

ch
 c

ur
ve

 y
ou

 a
re

 re
fe

rr
in

g 
to

, s
o 

pl
ea

se
 c

om
m

un
ic

at
e 

yo
ur

 
co

nc
er

n 
to

 M
D

T 
du

rin
g 

th
e 

fin
al

 d
es

ig
n 

pr
oc

es
s. 

 
91

A
 

91
B

 

91
C

 

91
D

 

91
E

 



 
Fi

nd
in

g 
of

 N
o 

Si
gn

ifi
ca

nt
 Im

pa
ct

 
 

ST
PP

 5
2-

1 
(1

8)
 2

7 
A

pp
en

di
x 

B
 

 M
on

ta
na

 D
ep

ar
tm

en
t o

f T
ra

ns
po

rt
at

io
n 

13
6 

 N
o.

 
C

om
m

en
t 

R
es

po
ns

e 
92

 
St

an
 B

on
es

: 
R

es
po

ns
e 

92
A

: 
Th

e 
Pr

ef
er

re
d 

A
lte

rn
at

iv
e 

in
he

re
nt

ly
 c

on
ta

in
s a

 h
os

t o
f s

af
et

y 
im

pr
ov

em
en

ts
 

as
 g

ui
de

d 
by

 th
e 

Pu
rp

os
e 

an
d 

N
ee

d 
of

 th
e 

pr
oj

ec
t s

ta
te

d 
in

 C
ha

pt
er

 1
.0

 o
f t

he
 

En
vi

ro
nm

en
ta

l A
ss

es
sm

en
ts

.  
A

s e
ng

in
ee

rs
, w

e 
la

be
l s

af
et

y 
im

pr
ov

em
en

t 
ar

ea
s a

s r
oa

dw
ay

 d
ef

ic
ie

nc
ie

s. 
  

O
ur

 e
ng

in
ee

rin
g 

ev
al

ua
tio

n 
of

 th
e 

ex
is

tin
g 

ro
ad

w
ay

 sy
st

em
 a

ga
in

st
 c

ur
re

nt
 

fe
de

ra
l a

nd
 st

at
e 

de
si

gn
 c

od
es

 id
en

tif
ie

d 
a 

nu
m

be
r o

f d
ef

ic
ie

nc
ie

s. 
A

 li
st

 o
f 

te
n 

ro
ad

w
ay

 d
ef

ic
ie

nc
ie

s i
s i

nc
lu

de
d 

in
 C

ha
pt

er
 1

, S
ec

tio
n 

1.
7,

 b
eg

in
ni

ng
 o

n 
Pa

ge
 1

-1
6 

of
 th

e 
En

vi
ro

nm
en

ta
l A

ss
es

sm
en

t, 
an

d 
Se

ct
io

n 
1.

8 
id

en
tif

ie
s 

st
ru

ct
ur

al
 a

nd
 fu

nc
tio

na
l d

ef
ic

ie
nc

ie
s a

ss
oc

ia
te

d 
w

ith
 th

e 
Sw

an
 R

iv
er

 
B

rid
ge

.  
W

e 
ap

ol
og

iz
e 

fo
r t

he
 c

on
fu

si
ng

 la
ng

ua
ge

, b
ut

 b
e 

as
su

re
d 

th
at

 w
he

n 
th

e 
te

rm
 “

ro
ad

w
ay

 d
ef

ic
ie

nc
ie

s”
 is

 u
se

d,
 w

e 
ar

e 
ta

lk
in

g 
di

re
ct

ly
 to

 
su

bs
ta

nd
ar

d 
sa

fe
ty

 c
on

di
tio

ns
.  

A
ga

in
, t

he
se

 “
de

fic
ie

nc
ie

s”
 re

pr
es

en
t z

on
es

 
w

he
re

 re
co

ns
tru

ct
io

n 
of

 th
e 

hi
gh

w
ay

 is
 n

ec
es

sa
ry

 to
 im

pr
ov

e 
th

e 
sa

fe
ty

 a
nd

 
m

ee
t r

oa
dw

ay
 c

od
e 

re
qu

ire
m

en
ts

.  
Fu

rth
er

m
or

e,
 b

eg
in

ni
ng

 in
 S

ec
tio

n 
1.

9 
of

 
th

e 
En

vi
ro

nm
en

ta
l A

ss
es

sm
en

t, 
ad

di
tio

na
l “

ne
ed

s”
 (i

n 
ot

he
r w

or
ds

, s
pe

ci
fic

 
sa

fe
ty

 a
nd

 o
pe

ra
tio

na
l r

eq
ui

re
m

en
ts

 n
ec

es
sa

ry
 to

 fa
ci

lit
at

e 
th

e 
gr

ow
th

 in
 

tra
ff

ic
 v

ol
um

e)
 is

 sp
ec

ifi
ed

 a
s p

ar
t o

f P
ur

po
se

 a
nd

 N
ee

d 
fo

r t
he

 p
ro

je
ct

. 
Si

nc
e 

it 
is

 c
le

ar
 th

at
 y

ou
 h

av
e 

st
ud

ie
d 

th
e 

En
vi

ro
nm

en
ta

l A
ss

es
sm

en
t, 

w
e 

as
k 

th
at

 y
ou

 re
vi

ew
 a

ga
in

 th
e 

C
ap

ac
ity

 A
na

ly
si

s i
n 

Se
ct

io
n 

1.
2 

w
hi

ch
 a

dd
re

ss
es

 
yo

ur
 c

on
ce

rn
 o

f “
sm

oo
th

 a
nd

 sa
fe

 fl
ow

 o
f t

ra
ff

ic
.”

  T
he

 a
na

ly
si

s i
s 

pa
ra

m
ou

nt
 to

 d
ef

in
e 

th
e 

ap
pr

op
ria

te
 ro

ad
w

ay
 fe

at
ur

es
 n

ec
es

sa
ry

 in
 th

e 
sy

st
em

 to
 a

cc
om

m
od

at
e 

gr
ow

th
 in

 tr
af

fic
 v

ol
um

e 
an

d 
pr

ov
id

e 
a 

sa
fe

 a
nd

 
ef

fic
ie

nt
ly

 o
pe

ra
tin

g 
sy

st
em

.  
 

R
es

po
ns

e 
92

B
: 

W
e 

un
de

rs
ta

nd
 y

ou
r c

on
ce

rn
. T

ra
ff

ic
 sp

ee
d 

w
as

 a
 d

om
in

an
t i

ss
ue

 ra
is

ed
 

du
rin

g 
th

e 
st

ak
eh

ol
de

r p
ro

ce
ss

. T
he

 E
xe

cu
tiv

e 
Su

m
m

ar
y 

de
sc

rib
es

 h
ow

 th
is

 
is

su
e 

is
 a

dd
re

ss
ed

 in
 th

e 
Pr

ef
er

re
d 

A
lte

rn
at

iv
e.

 T
he

 is
su

e 
of

 sp
ee

d 
w

as
 

ad
dr

es
se

d 
in

 se
ve

ra
l d

iff
er

en
t w

ay
s:

 
 

Th
e 

co
m

m
un

ity
 o

f B
ig

fo
rk

 a
pp

ro
ac

he
d 

th
e 

M
on

ta
na

 T
ra

ns
po

rta
tio

n 
C

om
m

is
si

on
 w

ith
 a

 re
qu

es
t t

o 
lo

w
er

 th
e 

sp
ee

d 
lim

it.
 T

he
 M

on
ta

na
 

Tr
an

sp
or

ta
tio

n 
C

om
m

is
si

on
 d

ec
id

ed
 to

 lo
w

er
 th

e 
sp

ee
d 

lim
it 

fr
om

 4
5 

m
ph

 to
 3

5 
m

ph
 in

 B
ig

fo
rk

.  

       
92

A
 

   
92

B
 



 
Fi

nd
in

g 
of

 N
o 

Si
gn

ifi
ca

nt
 Im

pa
ct

 
 

ST
PP

 5
2-

1 
(1

8)
 2

7 
A

pp
en

di
x 

B
 

 M
on

ta
na

 D
ep

ar
tm

en
t o

f T
ra

ns
po

rt
at

io
n 

13
7 

 N
o.

 
C

om
m

en
t 

R
es

po
ns

e 
92

 
(c

on
t) 

 

 
     

 
Se

ve
ra

l c
om

m
un

ity
 e

nt
ry

 tr
ea

tm
en

ts
 a

re
 in

cl
ud

ed
 in

 th
e 

Pr
ef

er
re

d 
A

lte
rn

at
iv

e 
to

 a
le

rt 
m

ot
or

is
ts

 to
 sl

ow
 d

ow
n 

as
 th

ey
 a

re
 e

nt
er

in
g 

a 
m

or
e 

ur
ba

ni
ze

d 
ar

ea
. 

 
R

ou
nd

ab
ou

ts
 w

er
e 

in
cl

ud
ed

 in
 th

e 
Pr

ef
er

re
d 

A
lte

rn
at

iv
e 

to
 p

ro
vi

de
 

im
pr

ov
ed

 c
on

si
st

en
cy

 o
f s

pe
ed

s a
t i

nt
er

se
ct

io
ns

. A
ll 

ro
un

da
bo

ut
s w

ill
 b

e 
de

si
gn

ed
 to

 a
cc

om
m

od
at

e 
he

av
y 

tru
ck

s. 
 

A
 c

ha
ng

e 
in

 th
e 

cu
rr

en
t p

os
te

d 
sp

ee
d 

lim
it 

is
 n

ot
 b

ei
ng

 p
ro

po
se

d 
un

de
r 

th
e 

Pr
ef

er
re

d 
A

lte
rn

at
iv

e.
 In

 B
ig

fo
rk

 a
nd

 W
oo

ds
 B

ay
, t

he
 c

ur
re

nt
 p

os
te

d 
sp

ee
d 

lim
it 

is
 3

5 
m

ph
.  

Th
e 

Pr
ef

er
re

d 
A

lte
rn

at
iv

e 
de

si
gn

 is
 c

on
si

st
en

t 
w

ith
 th

at
 sp

ee
d.

 T
he

 sp
ee

d 
lim

it 
ou

ts
id

e 
of

 th
os

e 
sp

ee
d 

zo
ne

s i
s 5

0 
m

ph
.  

A
 c

ha
ng

e 
in

 th
at

 p
os

te
d 

sp
ee

d 
lim

it 
is

 a
ls

o 
no

t p
ro

po
se

d.
  T

he
 p

os
te

d 
sp

ee
d 

lim
it 

is
 d

et
er

m
in

ed
 b

y 
th

e 
H

ig
hw

ay
 C

om
m

is
si

on
 a

nd
 C

ou
nt

y 
C

om
m

is
si

on
er

s -
 n

ot
 b

y 
de

si
gn

 e
le

m
en

ts
 o

n 
th

e 
hi

gh
w

ay
 th

ro
ug

h 
B

ig
fo

rk
.  

To
 h

av
e 

a 
sp

ee
d 

lim
it 

lo
w

er
ed

, a
 re

qu
es

t f
or

 a
 sp

ee
d 

st
ud

y 
fr

om
 th

e 
lo

ca
l g

ov
er

nm
en

t o
r a

 p
et

iti
on

 to
 th

e 
H

ig
hw

ay
 C

om
m

is
si

on
er

 
fr

om
 th

e 
lo

ca
l g

ov
er

nm
en

t i
s r

eq
ui

re
d.

 

R
ou

nd
ab

ou
ts

 b
y 

de
si

gn
 p

ro
m

ot
e 

a 
m

or
e 

co
nt

in
uo

us
 fl

ow
 o

f t
ra

ff
ic

 in
cl

ud
in

g 
a 

ve
hi

cl
e 

m
ix

 o
f c

ar
s t

o 
la

rg
e 

tru
ck

s. 
Th

e 
ro

un
da

bo
ut

s w
er

e 
de

ve
lo

pe
d 

in
 

co
or

di
na

tio
n 

w
ith

 se
ve

ra
l a

re
a 

m
ot

or
 c

ar
rie

r c
om

pa
ni

es
 b

y 
ac

qu
iri

ng
 tr

uc
k 

tu
rn

in
g 

da
ta

 fr
om

 e
ac

h 
co

m
pa

ny
 a

nd
 u

si
ng

 th
at

 in
fo

rm
at

io
n 

to
 d

es
ig

n 
th

e 
ro

un
da

bo
ut

s. 
So

 fa
r, 

th
e 

tru
ck

in
g 

co
m

pa
ni

es
 h

av
e 

no
t e

xp
re

ss
ed

 a
ny

 
co

nc
er

ns
 w

ith
 th

e 
ro

un
da

bo
ut

s. 
Fu

rth
er

m
or

e,
 ro

un
da

bo
ut

s h
av

e 
be

en
 st

ud
ie

d 
ar

ou
nd

 th
e 

co
un

try
 a

nd
 fo

un
d 

to
 b

e 
a 

sa
fe

 d
es

ig
n.

 A
ll 

ro
un

da
bo

ut
s w

ill
 b

e 
de

si
gn

ed
 to

 a
cc

om
m

od
at

e 
he

av
y 

tru
ck

s. 
Th

e 
in

cl
us

io
n 

of
 th

e 
ro

un
da

bo
ut

s w
as

 d
is

cu
ss

ed
 a

t l
en

gt
h 

w
ith

 th
e 

B
ig

fo
rk

 
A

dv
is

or
y 

C
om

m
itt

ee
, w

ho
 su

pp
or

ts
 th

em
.  

Pl
ea

se
 c

on
si

de
r t

he
 o

pe
ra

tio
na

l 
an

d 
sa

fe
ty

 a
dv

an
ta

ge
s a

s o
ut

lin
ed

 u
nd

er
 S

ec
tio

n 
2.

4.
2,

 P
ag

e 
2-

21
 o

f t
he

 
En

vi
ro

nm
en

ta
l A

ss
es

sm
en

t, 
w

hi
ch

 re
ad

s:
 

 
It 

el
im

in
at

es
 th

e 
ne

ed
 fo

r a
 le

ft-
tu

rn
 la

ne
 fr

om
 th

e 
no

rth
, t

he
re

by
 

re
du

ci
ng

 th
e 

ov
er

al
l w

id
th

 o
n 

th
e 

co
ns

tra
in

ed
 e

m
ba

nk
m

en
t s

ec
tio

n;
  

 
It 

se
rv

es
 a

s a
n 

id
en

tif
ic

at
io

n 
to

 th
e 

m
ot

or
is

t t
ha

t t
he

y 
ar

e 
in

 th
e 

po
pu

la
te

d 
ar

ea
 o

f B
ig

fo
rk

 o
r W

oo
ds

 B
ay

; 
 

It 
cr

ea
te

s a
n 

en
vi

ro
nm

en
t t

ha
t w

ill
 e

nc
ou

ra
ge

 m
ot

or
is

ts
 to

 tr
av

el
 a

t 
sl

ow
er

 sp
ee

ds
. T

hi
s i

s a
n 

ar
ea

 th
at

 h
as

 b
ee

n 
th

e 
fo

cu
s o

f m
an

y 
co

m
pl

ai
nt

s a
bo

ut
 h

ig
h 

ve
hi

cl
e 

sp
ee

d;
 a

nd
  

 
Th

e 
el

on
ga

tio
n 

of
 th

e 
ro

un
da

bo
ut

 w
ill

 d
is

co
ur

ag
e 

tru
ck

s f
ro

m
 a

cc
es

si
ng

 
B

ig
fo

rk
 V

ill
ag

e 
vi

a 
B

rid
ge

 S
tre

et
, a

nd
 in

st
ea

d 
en

co
ur

ag
e 

th
ei

r a
cc

es
s 

th
ro

ug
h 

th
e 

si
gn

al
iz

ed
 in

te
rs

ec
tio

n 
at

 G
ra

nd
 A

ve
nu

e.
 

A
ll 

in
te

rs
ec

tio
ns

, i
nc

lu
di

ng
 ro

un
da

bo
ut

s, 
w

ill
 b

e 
de

si
gn

ed
 to

 a
cc

om
m

od
at

e 
he

av
y 

tru
ck

s. 

 



 
Fi

nd
in

g 
of

 N
o 

Si
gn

ifi
ca

nt
 Im

pa
ct

 
 

ST
PP

 5
2-

1 
(1

8)
 2

7 
A

pp
en

di
x 

B
 

 M
on

ta
na

 D
ep

ar
tm

en
t o

f T
ra

ns
po

rt
at

io
n 

13
8 

 N
o.

 
C

om
m

en
t 

R
es

po
ns

e 
92

 
(c

on
t) 

       

 M
D

T 
w

ill
 c

on
du

ct
 a

 p
ub

lic
 e

du
ca

tio
n 

pr
og

ra
m

 a
bo

ut
 th

e 
us

e 
of

 ro
un

da
bo

ut
s 

be
fo

re
 th

ey
 a

re
 im

pl
em

en
te

d.
 

Fi
na

lly
, t

o 
re

sp
on

d 
to

 y
ou

r c
om

m
en

t a
bo

ut
 re

ve
rs

e 
su

pe
re

le
va

tio
n 

at
 M

T-
35

 
an

d 
ot

he
r i

nt
er

se
ct

io
ns

 o
ut

si
de

 o
f t

he
 B

ig
fo

rk
 p

ro
je

ct
 li

m
it,

 it
 a

pp
ea

rs
 th

at
 

yo
ur

 c
on

ce
rn

 fo
r t

he
 ro

un
da

bo
ut

s i
s t

he
 re

ve
rs

e 
su

pe
re

le
va

tio
n 

em
pl

oy
ed

 to
 

cr
ea

te
 p

os
iti

ve
 d

ra
in

ag
e 

aw
ay

 fr
om

 th
e 

ce
nt

er
.  

Th
is

 is
 a

 c
rit

ic
al

 d
es

ig
n 

fe
at

ur
e 

to
 re

m
ov

e 
su

rf
ac

e 
w

at
er

 a
nd

 re
du

ce
 ic

in
g 

co
nd

iti
on

s. 
 R

ou
nd

ab
ou

ts
 

in
he

re
nt

ly
 a

re
 a

 sl
ow

 sp
ee

d 
ro

ad
w

ay
 d

es
ig

n 
fe

at
ur

e,
 q

ui
te

 u
nl

ik
e 

th
e 

hi
gh

er
 

sp
ee

d 
in

te
rs

ec
tio

ns
 re

fe
re

nc
ed

.  
B

e 
as

su
re

d 
th

at
 th

e 
de

si
gn

 w
ill

 c
om

pl
y 

w
ith

 
th

e 
M

on
ta

na
 R

oa
dw

ay
 D

es
ig

n 
St

an
da

rd
s a

nd
 th

e 
fe

de
ra

l d
es

ig
n 

co
de

s t
o 

pr
ov

id
e 

th
e 

sa
fe

st
 ro

un
da

bo
ut

 in
te

rs
ec

tio
n 

po
ss

ib
le

. A
ll 

ro
un

da
bo

ut
s w

ill
 b

e 
de

si
gn

ed
 to

 a
cc

om
m

od
at

e 
he

av
y 

tru
ck

s. 
O

ne
 fi

na
l p

oi
nt

, p
le

as
e 

be
 a

w
ar

e 
th

at
 a

s v
eh

ic
le

s n
eg

ot
ia

te
 le

ft 
tu

rn
s t

hr
ou

gh
 tr

ad
iti

on
al

ly
 d

es
ig

ne
d,

 si
gn

al
ed

 
in

te
rs

ec
tio

ns
, t

ho
se

 v
eh

ic
le

s a
ls

o 
ex

pe
rie

nc
e 

a 
sm

al
l r

ev
er

se
 su

pe
re

le
va

tio
n 

on
ce

 th
ey

 p
as

s o
ve

r t
he

 ro
ad

w
ay

 c
en

te
rli

ne
. 

 



 
Fi

nd
in

g 
of

 N
o 

Si
gn

ifi
ca

nt
 Im

pa
ct

 
 

ST
PP

 5
2-

1 
(1

8)
 2

7 
A

pp
en

di
x 

B
 

 M
on

ta
na

 D
ep

ar
tm

en
t o

f T
ra

ns
po

rt
at

io
n 

13
9 

 N
o.

 
C

om
m

en
t 

R
es

po
ns

e 
93

 
B

on
ni

e 
K

. E
lli

s, 
Fl

at
he

ad
 L

ak
e 

B
io

lo
gi

ca
l S

ta
tio

n:
 

R
es

po
ns

e 
93

A
: 

Th
e 

pr
oj

ec
t t

ea
m

 is
 a

w
ar

e 
of

 th
e 

bi
ol

og
ic

al
 u

ni
qu

en
es

s o
f D

ap
hn

e 
Po

nd
. T

he
 

Pr
ef

er
re

d 
A

lte
rn

at
iv

e 
w

as
 d

ev
el

op
ed

 to
 a

vo
id

 im
pa

ct
s t

o 
th

e 
po

nd
. T

he
 

En
vi

ro
nm

en
ta

l A
ss

es
sm

en
t s

ta
te

s t
he

re
 w

ou
ld

 b
e 

an
 e

st
im

at
ed

 0
.0

4 
he

ct
ar

e 
(0

.1
 a

cr
e)

 o
f i

m
pa

ct
 a

t W
et

la
nd

 #
5 

(w
he

re
 D

ap
hn

e 
Po

nd
 is

 lo
ca

te
d)

.  
Th

e 
0.

1 
ac

re
 o

f i
m

pa
ct

 w
as

 a
ss

oc
ia

te
d 

pa
rtl

y 
w

ith
 h

ig
hw

ay
 w

id
en

in
g 

an
d 

pa
rtl

y 
w

ith
 

th
e 

m
ul

ti-
pu

rp
os

e 
pa

th
 th

at
 w

as
 a

ss
um

ed
 to

 b
e 

lo
ca

te
d 

al
on

g 
th

e 
ea

st
 si

de
 o

f 
D

ap
hn

e 
Po

nd
.  

B
ec

au
se

 o
f c

on
ce

rn
s v

oi
ce

d 
ab

ou
t i

m
pa

ct
s t

o 
D

ap
hn

e 
Po

nd
, 

th
e 

m
ul

ti-
pu

rp
os

e 
pa

th
 w

ill
 n

ow
 b

e 
lo

ca
te

d 
ad

ja
ce

nt
 to

 th
e 

hi
gh

w
ay

, o
n 

th
e 

w
es

t s
id

e 
of

 D
ap

hn
e 

Po
nd

.  
Th

is
 c

ha
ng

e 
w

ill
 n

ot
 a

lte
r t

he
 a

cr
ea

ge
 o

f w
et

la
nd

 
im

pa
ct

; h
ow

ev
er

, i
t w

ill
 re

du
ce

 im
pa

ct
s t

o 
hi

gh
er

 q
ua

lit
y 

po
nd

 e
dg

e 
w

et
la

nd
s e

as
t o

f t
he

 p
on

d.
  T

hi
s w

ill
 p

re
se

rv
e 

th
ei

r f
un

ct
io

n 
fo

r o
ng

oi
ng

 
ed

uc
at

io
na

l a
nd

 n
at

ur
al

 re
so

ur
ce

 p
ro

te
ct

io
n 

pu
rp

os
es

.  
W

et
la

nd
 im

pa
ct

s a
nd

 
as

so
ci

at
ed

 m
iti

ga
tio

n 
w

ill
 b

e 
de

te
rm

in
ed

 d
ur

in
g 

th
e 

fin
al

 d
es

ig
n 

pr
oc

es
s 

fo
r t

he
 h

ig
hw

ay
 a

nd
 p

at
h.

 
C

ur
re

nt
ly

 th
er

e 
ar

e 
no

 re
qu

ire
m

en
ts

 to
 re

-e
st

ab
lis

h 
w

et
la

nd
s t

ha
t w

er
e 

fil
le

d 
in

 b
y 

pr
ev

io
us

 c
on

st
ru

ct
io

n 
ac

tiv
iti

es
. T

he
 a

vo
id

an
ce

 a
nd

 m
iti

ga
tio

n 
co

m
m

itm
en

ts
 re

qu
ire

d 
by

 th
e 

U
S 

A
rm

y 
C

or
ps

 o
f E

ng
in

ee
rs

 (U
SA

C
E)

 fo
r 

th
e 

pr
oj

ec
t r

eg
ar

di
ng

 w
et

la
nd

s a
nd

 W
at

er
s o

f t
he

 U
S 

ar
e:

 p
ru

de
nt

 a
nd

 
fe

as
ib

le
 m

ea
su

re
s t

o 
m

iti
ga

te
, m

in
im

iz
e,

 a
nd

/o
r a

vo
id

 w
et

la
nd

 lo
ss

es
 

as
so

ci
at

ed
 w

ith
 th

e 
pr

oj
ec

t w
ill

 b
e 

im
pl

em
en

te
d 

in
 th

e 
de

si
gn

 o
f t

he
 

Pr
ef

er
re

d 
A

lte
rn

at
iv

e.
 T

he
 U

SA
C

E 
re

qu
ire

s a
 d

el
in

ea
tio

n 
of

 a
ll 

w
at

er
s o

f t
he

 
U

S 
th

at
 w

ill
 b

e 
pe

rm
an

en
tly

 o
r t

em
po

ra
ril

y 
im

pa
ct

ed
 b

y 
th

e 
pr

oj
ec

t. 
Th

e 
in

iti
al

 m
iti

ga
tio

n 
st

ra
te

gy
 w

ill
 b

e 
th

e 
de

ve
lo

pm
en

t o
f a

va
ila

bl
e 

on
-s

ite
 

m
iti

ga
tio

n 
to

 c
om

pe
ns

at
e 

fo
r u

na
vo

id
ab

le
 w

et
la

nd
 lo

ss
es

. I
f o

n-
si

te
 

m
iti

ga
tio

n 
op

po
rtu

ni
tie

s a
re

 u
na

va
ila

bl
e 

fo
r r

eg
ul

at
ed

 w
et

la
nd

 si
te

s, 
lo

ss
es

 
w

ill
 b

e 
m

iti
ga

te
d 

at
 a

n 
es

ta
bl

is
he

d 
M

D
T 

W
et

la
nd

 M
iti

ga
tio

n 
R

es
er

ve
 w

ith
in

 
th

e 
w

at
er

sh
ed

. S
pe

ci
fic

 c
om

pe
ns

at
or

y 
m

iti
ga

tio
n 

pl
an

s m
us

t b
e 

in
cl

ud
ed

 
w

ith
 th

e 
Se

ct
io

n 
40

4 
pe

rm
it 

ap
pl

ic
at

io
n,

 w
ith

 a
 re

co
m

m
en

da
tio

n 
of

 p
rio

r 
co

or
di

na
tio

n 
w

ith
 th

e 
U

SA
C

E 
pr

io
r t

o 
su

bm
itt

al
.  

 
R

es
po

ns
e 

93
B

: 
Pl

ea
se

 re
fe

r t
o 

re
sp

on
se

 9
3A

. 

           
93

A
 

 
93

B
 



 
Fi

nd
in

g 
of

 N
o 

Si
gn

ifi
ca

nt
 Im

pa
ct

 
 

ST
PP

 5
2-

1 
(1

8)
 2

7 
A

pp
en

di
x 

B
 

 M
on

ta
na

 D
ep

ar
tm

en
t o

f T
ra

ns
po

rt
at

io
n 

14
0 

 N
o.

 
C

om
m

en
t 

R
es

po
ns

e 
93

 
(c

on
t) 

 
   

R
es

po
ns

e 
93

C
: 

Y
ou

r s
ug

ge
st

io
ns

 c
an

 b
e 

co
ns

id
er

ed
 fu

rth
er

 d
ur

in
g 

fin
al

 d
es

ig
n.

  A
s y

ou
 

kn
ow

, w
at

er
 q

ua
lit

y 
ru

no
ff

 is
 d

ic
ta

te
d 

by
 st

at
e 

an
d 

fe
de

ra
l r

eg
ul

at
io

n.
  

D
ra

in
ag

es
 w

ill
 b

e 
de

si
gn

ed
 to

 a
de

qu
at

el
y 

co
nv

ey
 st

or
m

w
at

er
 ru

no
ff

. M
D

T 
w

ill
 in

te
gr

at
e 

ap
pr

op
ria

te
 w

at
er

 q
ua

lit
y 

be
st

 m
an

ag
em

en
t p

ra
ct

ic
es

 in
to

 fi
na

l 
de

si
gn

 o
f t

he
 p

ro
je

ct
 to

 e
ns

ur
e 

ro
ad

w
ay

 a
nd

 b
rid

ge
 ru

no
ff

 m
ee

ts
 th

e 
w

at
er

 
qu

al
ity

 st
an

da
rd

s e
st

ab
lis

he
d 

by
 th

e 
M

on
ta

na
 D

ep
ar

tm
en

t o
f E

nv
iro

nm
en

ta
l 

Q
ua

lit
y.

 
R

es
po

ns
e 

93
D

: 
Th

e 
de

si
gn

 te
am

 fo
cu

se
d 

on
 a

vo
id

an
ce

 o
f p

oi
nt

 d
is

ch
ar

ge
 lo

ca
tio

ns
 

th
ro

ug
ho

ut
 th

e 
co

rr
id

or
 d

ur
in

g 
th

e 
En

vi
ro

nm
en

ta
l A

ss
es

sm
en

t d
ev

el
op

m
en

t 
ba

se
d 

on
 c

om
m

un
ity

 in
pu

t t
o 

av
oi

d 
cu

rb
 a

nd
 g

ut
te

r a
nd

 o
th

er
 c

on
ce

nt
ra

tio
n 

of
 d

is
ch

ar
ge

.  
Th

e 
ro

ad
w

ay
 o

ve
r t

he
 b

rid
ge

 w
ill

 c
ol

le
ct

 w
at

er
 a

lo
ng

 th
e 

br
id

ge
 ra

ils
. H

ow
ev

er
, t

he
 se

ns
iti

vi
tie

s o
f t

he
 S

w
an

 R
iv

er
 a

nd
 fi

sh
 sp

ec
ie

s 
th

er
e 

ar
e 

un
de

rs
to

od
, a

nd
 M

D
T 

w
ill

 c
on

tin
ue

 to
 re

vi
ew

 a
nd

 e
m

pl
oy

 
ap

pr
op

ria
te

 w
at

er
 q

ua
lit

y 
be

st
 m

an
ag

em
en

t p
ra

ct
ic

es
 a

s a
 p

ar
t o

f t
he

 fi
na

l 
de

si
gn

.  
 

 

   
93

C
 

  
93

D
 



 
Fi

nd
in

g 
of

 N
o 

Si
gn

ifi
ca

nt
 Im

pa
ct

 
 

ST
PP

 5
2-

1 
(1

8)
 2

7 
A

pp
en

di
x 

B
 

 M
on

ta
na

 D
ep

ar
tm

en
t o

f T
ra

ns
po

rt
at

io
n 

14
1 

 N
o.

 
C

om
m

en
t 

R
es

po
ns

e 
94

 
W

ay
ne

 K
ra

he
: 

R
es

po
ns

e 
94

: 
Im

pr
ov

em
en

ts
 to

 ro
ad

 a
nd

 b
rid

ge
 g

ra
de

s w
ill

 b
e 

de
te

rm
in

ed
 d

ur
in

g 
th

e 
fin

al
 

de
si

gn
 p

ro
ce

ss
. D

ur
in

g 
th

e 
fin

al
 d

es
ig

n 
pr

oc
es

s, 
an

 a
cc

es
s m

an
ag

em
en

t p
la

n 
w

ill
 b

e 
de

ve
lo

pe
d 

by
 M

D
T 

th
at

 id
en

tif
ie

s s
pe

ci
fic

 a
cc

es
s l

oc
at

io
ns

, c
ha

ng
es

, 
an

d 
co

nf
ig

ur
at

io
ns

. T
he

 p
ro

je
ct

 te
am

 w
ill

 c
on

tin
ue

 to
 w

or
k 

w
ith

 la
nd

ow
ne

rs
 

du
rin

g 
fin

al
 d

es
ig

n.
 

 



 
Fi

nd
in

g 
of

 N
o 

Si
gn

ifi
ca

nt
 Im

pa
ct

 
 

ST
PP

 5
2-

1 
(1

8)
 2

7 
A

pp
en

di
x 

B
 

 M
on

ta
na

 D
ep

ar
tm

en
t o

f T
ra

ns
po

rt
at

io
n 

14
2 

 N
o.

 
C

om
m

en
t 

R
es

po
ns

e 
95

 
Jo

hn
 Z

up
ic

ic
h:

 

 

R
es

po
ns

e 
95

A
: 

Th
e 

is
su

e 
of

 tr
uc

k 
tra

ff
ic

 h
as

 b
ee

n 
a 

gr
ea

t c
on

ce
rn

 o
f m

an
y 

re
si

de
nt

s i
n 

th
e 

ar
ea

.  
R

es
tri

ct
in

g 
tru

ck
s f

ro
m

 u
si

ng
 M

T-
35

 is
 n

ot
 a

n 
op

tio
n 

be
ca

us
e 

th
e 

ro
ad

 is
 a

 st
at

e 
an

d 
fe

de
ra

l a
id

 h
ig

hw
ay

. I
m

pr
ov

em
en

ts
 in

cl
ud

ed
 in

 th
e 

Pr
ef

er
re

d 
A

lte
rn

at
iv

e 
ar

e 
no

t 
an

tic
ip

at
ed

 to
 in

cr
ea

se
 tr

uc
k 

tra
ff

ic
, b

ut
 ra

th
er

 im
pr

ov
e 

sa
fe

ty
 a

nd
 tr

af
fic

 fl
ow

. A
ll 

in
te

rs
ec

tio
ns

, i
nc

lu
di

ng
 ro

un
da

bo
ut

s, 
w

ill
 b

e 
de

si
gn

ed
 to

 a
cc

om
m

od
at

e 
he

av
y 

tru
ck

s. 
R

es
po

ns
e 

95
B

: 
U

nf
or

tu
na

te
ly

, M
D

T 
is

 u
na

bl
e 

to
 p

re
di

ct
 th

e 
ec

on
om

ic
 fu

tu
re

 o
f t

ru
ck

in
g 

op
er

at
io

ns
, 

an
d 

th
er

ef
or

e 
its

 re
la

tio
ns

hi
p 

to
 th

e 
pr

op
os

ed
 ro

ad
w

ay
 im

pr
ov

em
en

ts
, t

o 
pr

ec
is

el
y 

an
sw

er
 y

ou
r q

ue
st

io
n.

  T
ha

t b
ei

ng
 sa

id
, M

D
T 

do
es

 e
m

pl
oy

 g
ro

w
th

 fa
ct

or
s f

or
 v

eh
ic

le
s 

to
 c

al
cu

la
te

 e
xp

ec
te

d 
fu

tu
re

 tr
af

fic
 v

ol
um

es
 o

f t
ru

ck
s a

nd
 c

ar
s, 

as
 e

xp
la

in
ed

 in
 S

ec
tio

n 
1.

3 
of

 th
e 

En
vi

ro
nm

en
ta

l A
ss

es
sm

en
t. 

Th
e 

tra
ff

ic
 a

na
ly

si
s w

as
 u

pd
at

ed
 in

 N
ov

em
be

r-
D

ec
em

be
r 2

00
9.

 M
D

T 
20

08
 d

at
a 

sh
ow

ed
 th

at
 th

e 
ve

hi
cl

e 
m

ix
 in

 th
e 

pr
oj

ec
t a

re
a 

co
ns

is
ts

 o
f 9

2%
 p

as
se

ng
er

 v
eh

ic
le

, 3
%

 li
gh

t t
ru

ck
s, 

an
d 

5%
 h

ea
vy

 tr
uc

ks
. B

et
w

ee
n 

19
88

 a
nd

 2
00

7,
 M

T-
35

 re
fle

ct
ed

 a
n 

an
nu

al
 tr

af
fic

 g
ro

w
th

 ra
te

 o
f 2

.1
%

 so
ut

h 
of

 S
H

 
20

9,
 a

nd
 3

.0
%

 n
or

th
 o

f S
H

 2
09

. T
he

re
fo

re
 w

ith
 th

is
 in

fo
rm

at
io

n 
al

on
e,

 a
n 

in
cr

ea
se

 in
 

ve
hi

cl
es

 o
f e

ve
ry

 ty
pe

 c
an

 b
e 

ex
pe

ct
ed

 in
 th

e 
co

m
in

g 
ye

ar
s. 

R
es

po
ns

e 
95

C
: 

So
m

e 
co

m
m

en
ts

 h
av

e 
su

gg
es

te
d 

de
si

gn
at

in
g 

th
e 

hi
gh

w
ay

 a
s a

 sc
en

ic
 b

yw
ay

 a
s a

 
m

ea
ns

 to
 e

lim
in

at
e 

tru
ck

 tr
af

fic
. W

hi
le

 d
es

ig
na

tin
g 

a 
ro

ad
 a

s a
 sc

en
ic

 h
ig

hw
ay

 o
pe

ns
 

th
e 

fa
ci

lit
y 

to
 c

er
ta

in
 ty

pe
s o

f f
un

ds
 fo

r s
ig

ni
ng

 a
nd

 in
te

rp
re

tiv
e 

el
em

en
ts

, i
t d

oe
s n

ot
 

re
st

ric
t t

ru
ck

 u
se

. A
ls

o,
 tr

uc
ks

 c
an

no
t b

e 
re

st
ric

te
d 

fr
om

 u
si

ng
 M

T-
35

 b
ec

au
se

 it
 is

 a
 

st
at

e 
an

d 
fe

de
ra

l a
id

 h
ig

hw
ay

. I
n 

ad
di

tio
n,

 M
D

T 
do

es
 n

ot
 h

av
e 

th
e 

au
th

or
ity

 to
 

de
si

gn
at

e 
th

e 
hi

gh
w

ay
 a

s a
 sc

en
ic

 b
yw

ay
.  

Su
ch

 a
 d

es
ig

na
tio

n 
is

 u
nd

er
ta

ke
n 

by
 o

th
er

 
go

ve
rn

m
en

t a
ge

nc
ie

s o
r p

riv
at

e 
or

ga
ni

za
tio

ns
. I

nd
iv

id
ua

ls
 in

te
re

st
ed

 in
 d

es
ig

na
tin

g 
M

T-
35

 a
s a

 sc
en

ic
 h

ig
hw

ay
 c

ou
ld

 fo
rm

 a
n 

or
ga

ni
za

tio
n 

to
 d

o 
so

. M
on

ta
na

 d
oe

s h
av

e 
a 

st
at

e 
sc

en
ic

-h
is

to
ric

 b
yw

ay
s p

ro
gr

am
.  

R
es

po
ns

e 
95

D
: 

Pa
ge

 3
-2

9 
of

 th
e 

En
vi

ro
nm

en
ta

l A
ss

es
sm

en
t a

dd
re

ss
es

 th
e 

is
su

e 
of

 tr
uc

ks
 a

nd
 n

oi
se

. 
Sa

fe
ty

 is
su

es
 h

av
e 

be
en

 a
dd

re
ss

ed
 b

y 
fla

tte
ni

ng
 th

e 
cu

rv
es

 to
 m

ee
t d

es
ig

n 
st

an
da

rd
s 

an
d 

im
pr

ov
in

g 
si

gh
t d

is
ta

nc
e 

w
ith

 th
e 

w
id

er
 ro

ad
w

ay
 se

ct
io

n,
 a

nd
 p

ro
vi

di
ng

 
co

nt
in

uo
us

 a
s w

el
l a

s d
es

ig
na

te
d 

tu
rn

 la
ne

s w
ith

in
 th

e 
W

oo
ds

 B
ay

 a
re

a,
 b

ut
 n

ot
 

ou
ts

id
e 

of
 th

e 
pr

oj
ec

t l
im

its
. D

ur
in

g 
fin

al
 d

es
ig

n,
 th

e 
ge

om
et

ric
 c

on
st

ra
in

ts
 a

nd
 

ro
ad

w
ay

 ta
pe

rs
 a

s t
he

 im
pr

ov
ed

 ro
ad

w
ay

 tr
an

si
tio

ns
 to

 th
e 

ex
is

tin
g 

ro
ad

w
ay

 w
ill

 b
e 

ev
al

ua
te

d 
to

 e
ns

ur
e 

dr
iv

er
 sa

fe
ty

 a
cc

or
di

ng
 to

 a
ll 

fe
de

ra
l a

nd
 M

D
T 

de
si

gn
 st

an
da

rd
s, 

in
cl

ud
in

g 
de

te
rm

in
at

io
n 

of
 p

ot
en

tia
l h

az
ar

ds
 b

ey
on

d 
th

e 
tie

-in
 p

oi
nt

.  
Th

e 
Pr

ef
er

re
d 

A
lte

rn
at

iv
e 

in
cl

ud
es

 fe
at

ur
es

 to
 a

dd
re

ss
 sp

ee
d 

is
su

es
, s

uc
h 

as
 e

nt
ry

 tr
ea

tm
en

ts
 a

nd
 

ro
un

da
bo

ut
s. 

A
 p

ur
po

se
 o

f t
he

 e
nt

ry
 fe

at
ur

es
 is

 to
 h

el
p 

dr
iv

er
s r

ec
og

ni
ze

 th
at

 th
ey

 a
re

 
ap

pr
oa

ch
in

g 
a 

po
pu

la
te

d 
ar

ea
 a

nd
 sl

ow
er

 sp
ee

ds
 a

re
 a

pp
ro

pr
ia

te
.  

R
ou

nd
ab

ou
ts

 w
er

e 
in

cl
ud

ed
 to

 p
ro

vi
de

 im
pr

ov
ed

 c
on

si
st

en
cy

 o
f s

pe
ed

s a
t i

nt
er

se
ct

io
ns

. A
ll 

ro
un

da
bo

ut
s 

w
ill

 b
e 

de
si

gn
ed

 to
 a

cc
om

m
od

at
e 

he
av

y 
tru

ck
s. 

Th
e 

cr
ea

tio
n 

of
 e

ng
in

e 
co

m
pr

es
si

on
 

br
ak

e 
re

st
ric

tio
n 

zo
ne

s i
s r

eq
ui

re
d 

by
 la

w
 to

 o
rig

in
at

e 
th

ro
ug

h 
a 

lo
ca

l g
ov

er
nm

en
t 

re
qu

es
t, 

th
us

, M
D

T 
do

es
 n

ot
 h

av
e 

di
re

ct
 c

on
tro

l o
ve

r t
he

 c
re

at
io

n 
of

 th
is

 ty
pe

 o
f 

or
di

na
nc

e.
 It

 sh
ou

ld
 b

e 
no

te
d 

th
at

 a
 n

ew
 c

om
pr

es
si

on
 b

ra
ke

 la
w

 re
qu

ire
s a

 c
om

m
er

ci
al

 
m

ot
or

 v
eh

ic
le

 e
qu

ip
pe

d 
w

ith
 a

n 
en

gi
ne

 c
om

pr
es

si
on

 b
ra

ke
 d

ev
ic

e 
to

 b
e 

eq
ui

pp
ed

 w
ith

 
a 

m
uf

fle
r i

n 
go

od
 w

or
ki

ng
 c

on
di

tio
n 

to
 p

re
ve

nt
 e

xc
es

si
ve

 n
oi

se
. 

 
95

A
 

95
B

 

 
95

C
 

95
D

 



 
Fi

nd
in

g 
of

 N
o 

Si
gn

ifi
ca

nt
 Im

pa
ct

 
 

ST
PP

 5
2-

1 
(1

8)
 2

7 
A

pp
en

di
x 

B
 

 M
on

ta
na

 D
ep

ar
tm

en
t o

f T
ra

ns
po

rt
at

io
n 

14
3 

 N
o.

 
C

om
m

en
t 

R
es

po
ns

e 
96

 
T

in
a 

M
. G

ill
m

an
: 

R
es

po
ns

e 
96

: 
W

at
er

 q
ua

lit
y 

ru
no

ff
 is

 d
ic

ta
te

d 
by

 st
at

e 
an

d 
fe

de
ra

l r
eg

ul
at

io
n.

  T
he

 u
se

 o
f 

ro
ad

si
de

 d
itc

he
s i

nc
re

as
es

 n
at

ur
al

 fi
ltr

at
io

n 
an

d 
se

di
m

en
ta

tio
n 

fu
nc

tio
ns

 
be

fo
re

 st
or

m
w

at
er

 re
ac

he
s t

he
 re

ce
iv

in
g 

w
at

er
s. 

In
 a

dd
iti

on
, o

th
er

 b
es

t 
m

an
ag

em
en

t p
ra

ct
ic

es
 w

ill
 b

e 
im

pl
em

en
te

d 
du

rin
g 

co
ns

tru
ct

io
n 

an
d 

m
ai

nt
en

an
ce

 o
pe

ra
tio

ns
 to

 e
ns

ur
e 

ro
ad

w
ay

 ru
no

ff
 m

ee
ts

 th
e 

w
at

er
 q

ua
lit

y 
st

an
da

rd
s e

st
ab

lis
he

d 
by

 th
e 

M
on

ta
na

 D
ep

ar
tm

en
t o

f E
nv

iro
nm

en
ta

l Q
ua

lit
y.

 
Th

e 
pr

oj
ec

t t
ea

m
 is

 a
w

ar
e 

of
 th

e 
bi

ol
og

ic
al

 u
ni

qu
en

es
s o

f D
ap

hn
e 

Po
nd

. T
he

 
En

vi
ro

nm
en

ta
l A

ss
es

sm
en

t s
ta

te
s t

he
re

 w
ou

ld
 b

e 
an

 e
st

im
at

ed
 0

.0
4 

he
ct

ar
e 

(0
.1

 a
cr

e)
 o

f i
m

pa
ct

 a
t W

et
la

nd
 #

5 
(w

he
re

 D
ap

hn
e 

Po
nd

 is
 lo

ca
te

d)
.  

Th
e 

0.
1 

ac
re

 o
f i

m
pa

ct
 w

as
 a

ss
oc

ia
te

d 
pa

rtl
y 

w
ith

 h
ig

hw
ay

 w
id

en
in

g 
an

d 
pa

rtl
y 

w
ith

 
th

e 
m

ul
ti-

pu
rp

os
e 

pa
th

 th
at

 w
as

 a
ss

um
ed

 to
 b

e 
lo

ca
te

d 
al

on
g 

th
e 

ea
st

 si
de

 o
f 

D
ap

hn
e 

Po
nd

.  
B

ec
au

se
 o

f c
on

ce
rn

s v
oi

ce
d 

ab
ou

t i
m

pa
ct

s t
o 

D
ap

hn
e 

Po
nd

, 
th

e 
m

ul
ti-

pu
rp

os
e 

pa
th

 w
ill

 n
ow

 b
e 

lo
ca

te
d 

ad
ja

ce
nt

 to
 th

e 
hi

gh
w

ay
, o

n 
th

e 
w

es
t s

id
e 

of
 D

ap
hn

e 
Po

nd
.  

Th
is

 c
ha

ng
e 

w
ill

 n
ot

 a
lte

r t
he

 a
cr

ea
ge

 o
f w

et
la

nd
 

im
pa

ct
; h

ow
ev

er
, i

t w
ill

 re
du

ce
 im

pa
ct

s t
o 

hi
gh

er
 q

ua
lit

y 
po

nd
 e

dg
e 

w
et

la
nd

s e
as

t o
f t

he
 p

on
d.

  T
hi

s w
ill

 p
re

se
rv

e 
th

ei
r f

un
ct

io
n 

fo
r o

ng
oi

ng
 

ed
uc

at
io

na
l a

nd
 n

at
ur

al
 re

so
ur

ce
 p

ro
te

ct
io

n 
pu

rp
os

es
.  

W
et

la
nd

 im
pa

ct
s a

nd
 

as
so

ci
at

ed
 m

iti
ga

tio
n 

w
ill

 b
e 

de
te

rm
in

ed
 d

ur
in

g 
th

e 
fin

al
 d

es
ig

n 
pr

oc
es

s 
fo

r t
he

 h
ig

hw
ay

 a
nd

 p
at

h.
 

 



 
Fi

nd
in

g 
of

 N
o 

Si
gn

ifi
ca

nt
 Im

pa
ct

 
 

ST
PP

 5
2-

1 
(1

8)
 2

7 
A

pp
en

di
x 

B
 

 M
on

ta
na

 D
ep

ar
tm

en
t o

f T
ra

ns
po

rt
at

io
n 

14
4 

 N
o.

 
C

om
m

en
t 

R
es

po
ns

e 
97

 
G

eo
rg

e 
D

ar
ro

w
: 

 

 
  

R
es

po
ns

e 
97

: 
N

ew
 d

ev
el

op
m

en
t h

as
 o

cc
ur

re
d 

in
 se

ve
ra

l l
oc

at
io

ns
 a

lo
ng

 th
e 

pr
oj

ec
t, 

as
 w

as
 

co
nf

irm
ed

 d
ur

in
g 

a 
M

ar
ch

 2
00

8 
an

d 
N

ov
em

be
r 2

00
9 

fie
ld

 v
is

it.
 A

 su
m

m
ar

y 
of

 th
e 

fie
ld

 v
is

it 
fin

di
ng

s w
as

 d
is

tri
bu

te
d 

to
 th

e 
M

D
T/

FH
W

A
 c

oo
rd

in
at

io
n 

te
am

 a
nd

 is
 in

cl
ud

ed
 in

 th
e 

FO
N

SI
.  

Th
os

e 
vi

si
ts

 a
ls

o 
in

cl
ud

ed
 c

oo
rd

in
at

io
n 

w
ith

 th
e 

B
ig

fo
rk

 A
dv

is
or

y 
C

om
m

itt
ee

, D
al

e 
La

um
an

 (F
la

th
ea

d 
C

ou
nt

y 
C

om
m

is
si

on
er

), 
Je

rr
y 

B
yg

re
n 

at
 F

la
th

ea
d 

B
an

k,
 th

e 
en

gi
ne

er
in

g 
fir

m
 o

f 
Th

om
as

 D
ea

n 
&

 H
os

ki
ns

 o
f K

al
is

pe
ll,

 c
om

pa
ris

on
 o

f r
ec

en
t a

er
ia

l 
ph

ot
og

ra
ph

y 
an

d 
se

ve
ra

l c
on

ve
rs

at
io

ns
 w

ith
 lo

ca
l r

es
id

en
ts

 in
cl

ud
in

g 
th

e 
m

ai
nt

en
an

ce
 su

pe
rv

is
or

 o
f M

ar
in

a 
C

ay
.  

In
 a

 p
ho

ne
 d

is
cu

ss
io

n 
w

ith
 y

ou
 o

n 
Fe

br
ua

ry
 1

1,
 2

01
0,

 y
ou

 in
di

ca
te

d 
th

at
 y

ou
 p

la
n 

to
 b

ui
ld

 tw
o 

4-
st

or
y 

of
fic

e 
to

w
er

s a
nd

 a
ss

oc
ia

te
d 

pa
rk

in
g 

on
 th

e 
fiv

e-
ac

re
 p

ro
pe

rty
, a

nd
 d

ue
 to

 th
e 

re
ce

nt
 e

co
no

m
ic

 d
ow

nt
ur

n,
 y

ou
 h

av
e 

no
t i

de
nt

ifi
ed

 a
 sp

ec
ifi

c 
tim

ef
ra

m
e 

fo
r 

th
e 

de
ve

lo
pm

en
t. 

 C
lo

se
 c

oo
rd

in
at

io
n 

w
ill

 b
e 

ne
ce

ss
ar

y 
w

ith
 y

ou
 d

ur
in

g 
th

e 
fin

al
 d

es
ig

n 
pr

oc
es

s t
o 

ad
dr

es
s y

ou
r c

on
ce

rn
s. 

  
D

ur
in

g 
th

e 
fin

al
 d

es
ig

n 
pr

oc
es

s, 
an

 a
cc

es
s m

an
ag

em
en

t p
la

n 
w

ill
 b

e 
de

ve
lo

pe
d 

by
 M

D
T 

th
at

 id
en

tif
ie

s s
pe

ci
fic

 a
cc

es
s l

oc
at

io
ns

, c
ha

ng
es

, a
nd

 
co

nf
ig

ur
at

io
ns

. 



 
Fi

nd
in

g 
of

 N
o 

Si
gn

ifi
ca

nt
 Im

pa
ct

 
 

ST
PP

 5
2-

1 
(1

8)
 2

7 
A

pp
en

di
x 

B
 

 M
on

ta
na

 D
ep

ar
tm

en
t o

f T
ra

ns
po

rt
at

io
n 

14
5 

 N
o.

 
C

om
m

en
t 

R
es

po
ns

e 
98

 
C

ar
le

ne
 W

ill
ia

m
s:

 
R

es
po

ns
e 

98
A

: 
Th

e 
in

cl
us

io
n 

of
 th

e 
ro

un
da

bo
ut

s w
as

 d
is

cu
ss

ed
 a

t l
en

gt
h 

w
ith

 th
e 

B
ig

fo
rk

 
A

dv
is

or
y 

C
om

m
itt

ee
, w

ho
 su

pp
or

ts
 th

em
.  

Pl
ea

se
 c

on
si

de
r t

he
 o

pe
ra

tio
na

l 
an

d 
sa

fe
ty

 a
dv

an
ta

ge
s a

s o
ut

lin
ed

 u
nd

er
 S

ec
tio

n 
2.

4.
2,

 P
ag

e 
2-

21
 o

f t
he

 
En

vi
ro

nm
en

ta
l A

ss
es

sm
en

t w
hi

ch
 st

at
es

: 
1)

 It
 e

lim
in

at
es

 th
e 

ne
ed

 fo
r a

 le
ft-

tu
rn

 la
ne

 fr
om

 th
e 

no
rth

, t
he

re
by

 re
du

ci
ng

 
th

e 
ov

er
al

l w
id

th
 o

n 
th

e 
co

ns
tra

in
ed

 e
m

ba
nk

m
en

t s
ec

tio
n.

 
2)

 It
 se

rv
es

 a
s a

n 
id

en
tif

ic
at

io
n 

to
 th

e 
m

ot
or

is
t t

ha
t t

he
y 

ar
e 

in
 th

e 
po

pu
la

te
d 

ar
ea

 o
f B

ig
fo

rk
. 

3)
 It

 c
re

at
es

 a
n 

en
vi

ro
nm

en
t t

ha
t w

ill
 e

nc
ou

ra
ge

 m
ot

or
is

ts
 to

 tr
av

el
 a

t s
lo

w
er

 
sp

ee
ds

. T
hi

s i
s a

n 
ar

ea
 th

at
 h

as
 b

ee
n 

th
e 

fo
cu

s o
f m

an
y 

co
m

pl
ai

nt
s a

bo
ut

 
hi

gh
 v

eh
ic

le
 sp

ee
d.

 
4)

 T
he

 e
lo

ng
at

io
n 

of
 th

e 
ro

un
da

bo
ut

 w
ill

 d
is

co
ur

ag
e 

tru
ck

s f
ro

m
 a

cc
es

si
ng

 
B

ig
fo

rk
 V

ill
ag

e 
vi

a 
B

rid
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s c

oo
rd

in
at

io
n 

oc
cu

rr
ed

 w
ith

 se
ve

ra
l a

re
a 

m
ot

or
 c
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 c
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m
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 d
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 c
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ut
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 b
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 b
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 p
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 d
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s p
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en
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w

ill
 b
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d 
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th

e 
fin
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 d
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 b
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 p
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 b
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 c
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 D
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 b
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 m
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r c
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 c
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r c
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m
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l p

ro
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ss
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nd
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n 

in
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er
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er

at
io

n 
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g 

th
e 
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xt

 d
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ig
n 
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as

e.
  W

e 
ag
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e 
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at

 th
er

e 
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er
ta

in
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na

m
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 o
f c

om
pe

tin
g 

in
te

re
st

s w
ith
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e 
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m
m

un
ity

, w
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ch
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as
 b

ee
n 

th
or

ou
gh

ly
 c

on
si

de
re

d 
an

d 
ba

la
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ed
 b

y 
th

e 
B

ig
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rk
 A

dv
is
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y 

C
om

m
itt

ee
 in
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tin

g 
th

e 
Pr

ef
er

re
d 

A
lte

rn
at

iv
e.

 T
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 P
re

fe
rr

ed
 A

lte
rn

at
iv

e 
ha

s n
ot

 b
ee

n 
fa
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io

ne
d 
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co

rd
in

g 
to

 a
 h

ab
itu

al
 o

r f
ix

ed
 p

ro
ce

ss
 th
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re

s p
ub

lic
 in
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t. 

M
D

T 
re

co
gn

iz
es

 th
e 

sc
en

ic
 q

ua
lit

ie
s o

f t
he

 st
ud

y 
ar

ea
, a

nd
 a

s s
uc
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 M

D
T 

an
d 
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 c

on
su

lta
nt

s w
en

t t
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gr
ea

t l
en

gt
hs

 to
 in

vo
lv

e 
th

e 
pu

bl
ic

 a
nd

 d
es

ig
n 

th
e 

hi
gh

w
ay

 a
cc

or
di

ng
ly

.  
Th

e 
Pr

ef
er

re
d 

A
lte

rn
at

iv
e,

 a
ga

in
 sh

ap
ed

 w
ith

 th
e 

co
nt

rib
ut

io
ns

 o
f B

ig
fo

rk
 A

dv
is

or
y 

C
om

m
itt

ee
, r

es
pe

ct
s t

he
 c

ha
ra

ct
er

 o
f t

he
 

ar
ea

.  
A

s s
ta

te
d 

in
 S

ec
tio

n 
3.
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 th

e 
En
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ro
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en

ta
l A

ss
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en

t, 
th

e 
Pr

ef
er

re
d 

A
lte

rn
at

iv
e 
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 c
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si

st
en

t w
ith

 th
e 

la
nd

 u
se

 p
ol

ic
es

 fo
r L

ak
e 

an
d 

Fl
at

he
ad

 c
ou

nt
ie

s w
ith
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 th

e 
st

ud
y 

ar
ea

, a
nd

 w
ith

 m
an

y 
of

 th
e 

go
al

s 
id

en
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ie
d 

in
 th

e 
Fl

at
he

ad
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ou
nt
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M
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te

r P
la

n,
 B

ig
fo

rk
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re
a 

La
nd
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se

 P
la

n,
 

an
d 

La
ke

 C
ou

nt
y 

G
en

er
al

 P
la

n.
 T

he
 im

pr
ov

em
en

ts
 w

ill
 n

ot
 c

ha
ng

e 
th

e 
se

m
i-

ru
ra

l a
nd

 re
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ea
tio

na
l l

ife
st

yl
es

, w
at

er
fr

on
t d

ev
el

op
m

en
ts

, a
nd

 th
e 

na
tu

ra
l 

an
d 

sc
en

ic
 la

nd
sc

ap
es

 p
ro

te
ct

ed
 b

y 
th

os
e 

pl
an

s. 
 P

le
as

e 
re

fe
r t

o 
Se

ct
io

n 
3.
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 th

e 
En

vi
ro
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en

ta
l A

ss
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en

t f
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 d

is
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ss
io

n 
of

 v
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l i

m
pa

ct
s a

nd
 

m
ea

su
re

s t
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t w
ill

 b
e 

un
de
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ke

n 
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te
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e 
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pa
ct
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Y

ou
r c
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s 
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on
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 b
e 

pr
ov

id
ed

 th
ro

ug
h 

th
e 

fin
al

 d
es

ig
n 

pr
oc

es
s t

o 
he

lp
 

en
su

re
 th
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re
 a
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re

ss
ed

. 
So

m
e 

co
m

m
en

ts
 h

av
e 

su
gg

es
te

d 
de

si
gn

at
in

g 
th

e 
hi

gh
w

ay
 a

s a
 sc

en
ic

 b
yw

ay
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 a

 m
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ns
 to
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lim

in
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e 
tru

ck
 tr
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fic

. W
hi

le
 d

es
ig

na
tin

g 
a 

ro
ad

 a
s a

 sc
en

ic
 

hi
gh

w
ay

 o
pe

ns
 th

e 
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ci
lit

y 
to

 c
er

ta
in

 ty
pe

s o
f f

un
ds

 fo
r s

ig
ni

ng
 a

nd
 

in
te

rp
re

tiv
e 

el
em

en
ts

, i
t d

oe
s n

ot
 re

st
ric

t t
ru

ck
 u

se
. A

ls
o,

 tr
uc

ks
 c

an
no

t b
e 

re
st

ric
te

d 
fr

om
 u

si
ng

 M
T-

35
 b

ec
au

se
 it

 is
 a

 st
at

e 
an

d 
fe

de
ra

l a
id

 h
ig

hw
ay

. I
n 

ad
di

tio
n,

 M
D

T 
do
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 n

ot
 h
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e 

th
e 

au
th

or
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 to
 d

es
ig

na
te

 th
e 

hi
gh

w
ay
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s a

 
sc

en
ic

 b
yw

ay
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Su
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 a
 d

es
ig
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tio

n 
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 u
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er
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n 

by
 o

th
er

 g
ov

er
nm

en
t 

ag
en
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 o
r p
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e 
or

ga
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. I

nd
iv
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te
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st
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 in
 d

es
ig

na
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g 
M

T-
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 a
s a

 sc
en

ic
 h

ig
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ay
 c

ou
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 fo
rm
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n 
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za

tio
n 

to
 d

o 
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. M
on
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na

 d
oe

s 
ha
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 st
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e 
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en
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-h
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to
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ay
s p
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gr
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W
e 

ap
ol
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at
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t d
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En
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A
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en
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pe
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t m
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g 

lis
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 K
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r L
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r p
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r c
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t d

ur
in

g 
th

e 
fo

rm
al

 re
vi

ew
 p

ro
ce

ss
, y

ou
r n

ee
ds

 
an

d 
co

nc
er

ns
 a

re
 d
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Introduction
The purpose of this addendum is to provide updated information regarding federally 
listed threatened and endangered species within the Bigfork North and South project area.
The Biological Assessment (BA) completed for the project was released in 2005, and the 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) issued a Biological Opinion (BO) for effects to 
the Columbia River basin population of bull trout (Salvelinus confluentus) in 2006.  Since 
then, several administrative changes have taken place, and the list of protected species 
has changed.  Additionally, critical habitat for Canada lynx (Lynx canadensis) has 
changed, and on January 13, 2010, USFWS proposed to revise its 2005 designation of 
bull trout critical habitat. 

As stated in the BO, re-initiation of formal consultation is required when “a new species 
is listed or critical habitat is designated that may be affected by the action”.  This 
addendum provides updated information and a clarification of potential impacts to those 
species that are granted protection under the Endangered Species Act (ESA), including a 
discussion of impacts to potential critical habitat for the bull trout within the project area. 

Listed Species Update 
The proposed project takes place in Flathead and Lake Counties in Montana.  The 2006 
BA included analysis and effects determinations for the following species: 

� Bull Trout (Salvelinus confluentus) 
� Grizzly Bear (Ursus arctos horribilis) 
� Gray or Northern Rocky Mountain Wolf (Canis lupis) 
� Canada Lynx (Lynx canadensis) 
� Bald Eagle (Haliaeetus leucocephalus) 
� Water Howellia (Howellia aquatilis) 
� Spalding's Campion (Silene spaldingii) 

Since the original analysis, the bald eagle has been de-listed.  The current list of 
threatened and endangered species with the potential to occur in Flathead and Lake 
Counties are: 

� Bull Trout 
� Grizzly Bear 
� Gray or Northern Rocky Mountain Wolf 
� Spalding's Campion 
� Canada Lynx 
� Water Howellia 

Given that project details have not changed since the original analysis, effects 
determinations that were made for grizzly bear, Spalding’s campion, and water howellia 
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remain the same.  It was determined that implementation of the proposed action is not
likely to adversely affect the threatened grizzly bear.  It was also determined that 
implementation of the proposed action will have no effect upon Spalding’s campion or 
water howellia. 

Canada Lynx Critical Habitat 
On February 24, 2009, USFWS revised the designation of critical habitat for Canada 
lynx, and although the revised critical habitat includes Flathead National Forest, the 
forest boundary is, at a minimum, 0.89 km (0.55 mi) east of the project area.  Therefore, 
the determination made during the original analysis, that implementation of the proposed 
action will have no effect upon the Canada lynx, critical habitat, or proposed critical 
habitat, remains valid. 

Gray or Northern Rocky Mountain Wolf  
Gray Wolves were first delisted from the USFWS Threatened and Endangered Species 
list on March 28, 2008.  Subsequent litigation resulted in the wolves being re-listed on 
July 18, 2008.  Gray wolves were delisted for a second time May 4, 2009 and legal 
challenges resumed. The State of Montana intervened in the lawsuit by supporting 
delisting efforts.  Gray Wolves were re-listed again by order of a federal judge on August 
5, 2010. 

In spite of recently successful wolf recovery efforts throughout much of the west, the 
general project area is not known to contain wolves, nor do biologists consider it well 
suited for their reoccupation.  Any future presence is likely to be inhibited by the 
dramatic habitat fragmentation that has occurred along much of the lakefront over the last 
several decades.  This consequent lack of seclusion suggests little future area preference 
by gray wolves. 

The nearest documented wolf pack is approximately 10 miles southeast of the project 
area, east of Swan lake.  Newly formed in 2009, the Quintonkon wolf pack consists of 
five wolves, with a breeding pair among them (MFWP, 2009). 

With no change in project lane configuration and a very slight increase in the proposed 
design speed, any future wolf numbers in the area are likely to remain unaffected.  Based 
on the above information, the determination made during the original analysis, that 
implementation of the proposed action will have no effect upon gray wolves, remains 
valid.

Bull Trout Critical Habitat 
In the 2006 BO for effects to bull trout, USFWS determined that the proposed action “is 
not likely to reduce appreciably the likelihood of survival or recovery of bull trout in the 
action area or any of the local populations in the Flathead Lake core area.  Therefore, 
based on the magnitude of the project effects in relation to the listed distinct population 
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segments (DPS) at the Columbia River basin scale, the proposed action is not likely to 
jeopardize the Columbia River basin bull trout DPS.”  Details regarding the potential for 
the incidental take of individual bull trout can be found in the 2006 BO. 

At the time of the BO issuance, no critical habitat for the bull trout had been designated 
in the vicinity of the project and it was therefore determined that no critical habitat would 
be affected.  On January 13, 2010, USFWS proposed to revise its 2005 designation of 
bull trout critical habitat, and the expanded reach of designated critical habitat would 
include Flathead Lake within the ordinary high water mark.  As such, the following 
addendum to the BA presents a revised habitat indicators matrix, which is used for 
making determinations of the effects of the project on potential critical habitat for bull 
trout.

A significant change from the population and environmental baseline diagnostics as 
presented in the BA and the BO is the designation of proposed critical habitat within the 
project area.  Although the segment of Swan River from Bigfork Dam to Flathead Lake 
was not proposed as critical habitat, the portion of the river within the project area, at the 
inlet to Flathead Lake, is influenced by lake level fluctuations and the bull trout that 
occupy this area for foraging are considered as part of the Flathead Lake subpopulation.
Therefore, impacts within the stream channel should be considered as impacts to 
proposed critical habitat. 

To assess potential impacts to proposed critical habitat, USFWS has developed a 
document that explains the relationship between bull trout matrix analyses and primary 
constituent elements (PCEs) for designated bull trout critical habitat, also known as the 
matrix crosswalk.  This document serves to remove the need for redundant information 
when making an effect determination on designated or proposed critical habitat.  The 
following section includes an explanation of the matrix crosswalk. 

Bull Trout Matrix Crosswalk 

Rationale
Federally authorized funded or carried out activities require consultation, to ensure that 
they are not likely to destroy or adversely modify bull trout critical habitat.  The Matrix 
of Diagnostics / Pathways and Indicators (matrix; USFWS 1998a) for bull trout is often 
used to evaluate and document baseline conditions and to determine the likelihood of 
“take” of bull trout.  Matrix analysis incorporates four biological indicators and 19 
physical habitat indicators.  The majority of the matrix analysis consists of specific 
consideration of the 19 habitat indicators.  Analysis of the matrix habitat indicators 
provides a thorough analysis of the existing baseline condition and potential impacts to 
bull trout habitat.

Therefore, when assessing potential effects to bull trout as a species, through use of the 
matrix, agency biologists concurrently provide an analysis of effects to the primary 
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constituent elements (PCEs) for bull trout critical habitat and related habitat indicators. 
Table 1 describes the eight PCEs and their related matrix habitat indicators.  Information 
regarding analyses for each of the matrix indicators can be found in the 2005 Biological
Resources Report prepared for the Bigfork North & South project. 

Table 1:  PCEs for Bull Trout Critical Habitat and Associated Matrix Habitat Indicators 

PCE # PCE description Associated matrix habitat 
indicators

1 Water temperatures that support bull trout use. Bull trout have 
been documented in streams with temperatures from 32 to 72 °F 
(0 to 22 °C), but are found more frequently in temperatures 
ranging from 36 to 59 °F (2 to 15 °C). These temperature ranges 
may vary depending on bull trout life history stage and form, 
geography, elevation, diurnal and seasonal variation, shade, such 
as that provided by riparian habitat, and local groundwater 
influence. Stream reaches with temperatures that preclude any 
bull trout use are specifically excluded from designation. 

� Temperature 
� Refugia 
� Average wetted 

width/maximum depth ratio in 
scour pools in a reach 

� Streambank condition 
� Change in peak/base flows 
� Riparian conservation areas 
� Floodplain connectivity 

2 Complex stream channels with features such as woody debris, 
side channels, pools, and undercut banks to provide a variety of 
depths, velocities, and instream structures. 

� Large woody debris 
� Pool frequency and quality 
� Large pools 
� Off channel habitat 
� Refugia 
� Average wetted 

width/maximum depth ratio in 
scour pools in a reach 

� Streambank condition 
� Floodplain connectivity 
� Riparian conservation areas 

 Substrates of sufficient amount, size, and composition to ensure 
success of egg and embryo overwinter survival, fry emergence, 
and young-of-the-year and juvenile survival. This should include a 
minimal amount of fine substrate less than 0.25 inch (6.3 
millimeters) in diameter. 

� Sediment 
� Substrate embeddedness 
� Large woody debris 
� Pool frequency and quality  

4 A natural hydrograph, including peak, high, low, and base flows 
within historic ranges or, if regulated, currently operates under a 
biological opinion that addresses bull trout, or a hydrograph that 
demonstrates the ability to support bull trout populations by  
minimizing daily and day-to-day fluctuations and minimizing 
departures from the natural cycle of flow levels corresponding with 
seasonal variation. 

� Change in peak/base flows 
� Increase in drainage network 
� Disturbance history 
� Disturbance regime 

5 Springs, seeps, groundwater sources, and subsurface water to 
contribute to water quality and quantity as a cold water source.  

� Floodplain connectivity 
� Change in peak/base flows 
� Increase in drainage network 
� Riparian conservation areas 
� Chemical 

contamination/nutrients 
6 Migratory corridors with minimal physical, biological, or water � Life history diversity and 
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Table 1:  PCEs for Bull Trout Critical Habitat and Associated Matrix Habitat Indicators 

PCE # PCE description Associated matrix habitat 
indicators

quality impediments between spawning, rearing, overwintering, 
and foraging habitats, including intermittent or seasonal barriers 
induced by high water temperatures or low flows. 

isolation 
� Persistence and genetic 

integrity
� Temperature 
� Chemical 

contamination/nutrients 
� Physical barriers 
� Average wetted 

width/maximum depth ratio in 
scour pools in a reach 

� Change in peak/base flows 
� Refugia 

7 An abundant food base including terrestrial organisms of riparian 
origin, aquatic macroinvertebrates, and forage fish. 

� Growth and survival 
� Life history diversity and 

isolation 
� Riparian conservation areas 
� Floodplain connectivity 

(importance of aquatic habitat 
condition-indirectly covered by 
previous 6 PCEs) 

8 Permanent water of sufficient quantity and quality such that 
normal reproduction, growth, and survival are not inhibited. 

� Sediment 
� Chemical 

contamination/nutrients 
� Change in peak/base flows 

This matrix crosswalk provides information supporting the rationale that the PCEs for 
bull trout critical habitat are thoroughly addressed and evaluated when the bull trout 
matrix analysis is utilized. It recognizes that the environmental baseline and 
determination of effect for bull trout consist of both biological and habitat components 
that are addressed in the PCEs listed in the Final Rule designating critical habitat 
(USFWS 2005). Below are the eight PCEs and the supporting rationale: 

PCE 1. Water temperatures that support bull trout use. Bull trout have been 
documented in streams with temperatures from 32 to 72 °F (0 to 22 °C) but are found 
more frequently in temperatures ranging from 36 to 59 °F (2 to 15 °C). These 
temperature ranges may vary depending on bull trout life history stage and form, 
geography, elevation, diurnal and seasonal variation, shade, such as that provided by 
riparian habitat, and local groundwater influence. Stream reaches with temperatures 
that preclude any bull trout use are specifically excluded from designation.  

This PCE is addressed directly by the analysis of temperature.  It is addressed indirectly 
through consideration of refugia, which by definition is high quality habitat of 
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appropriate temperature.  Important components of refugia include pool frequency and 
quality and large pools. Average wetted width/maximum depth ratio in scour pools is an 
indication of water volume, which indirectly indicates water temperature, (i.e., low ratios 
indicate deeper water, which in turn indicates possible refugia).  This indicator, in 
conjunction with change in peak/base flows, is an indicator of potential temperature and 
refugia concerns, particularly during low flow periods. Streambank condition, floodplain
connectivity and riparian conservation areas address the components of shade and 
groundwater influence, both of which are important factors of water temperature.  Stable 
streambanks and intact riparian areas, which include part of the floodplain, typically 
support adequate vegetation to maintain thermal cover to streams during low flow 
periods.

PCE 2. Complex stream channels with features such as woody debris, side channels, 
pools, and undercut banks to provide a variety of depths, velocities, and instream 
structure.

The analysis of large woody debris, such as current values and sources available for 
recruitment, directly addresses this PCE.  Large woody debris increases channel 
complexity and creates pools and undercut banks.  Pool frequency and quality would also 
directly address this PCE, showing the number of pools per mile as well as the amount of 
cover and temperature of water in the pools. Average wetted width/maximum depth ratio 
in scour pools in a reach is an indicator of channel shape and pool quality.  Low ratios 
suggest deeper, higher quality pools. Large pools, consisting of a wide range of water 
depths, velocities, substrates and cover, are typical of high quality habitat and are a key 
component of channel complexity (USFWS 1998b). An analysis of off-channel habitat
would describe side-channels and other off-channel areas. Streambank condition would
analyze the stability of the banks, including such features as undercut banks.  The 
analysis of both riparian conservation areas and floodplain connectivity would directly 
address this PCE.  Floodplain and riparian functions include the maintenance of habitat 
and channel complexity, the recruitment of large woody debris and the connectivity to 
off-channel habitats or side channels (USFWS 1998b).  Complex habitats provide refugia 
for bull trout and in turn, refugia analysis would assess complex stream channels. All of 
these habitat indicators consider the numerous characteristics of instream bull trout 
habitat and quantify critical components that are fundamental to creating and maintaining 
complex instream habitat over time. 

PCE 3.  Substrates of sufficient amount, size, and composition to ensure success of egg 
and embryo overwinter survival, fry emergence, and young-of-the-year and juvenile 
survival. This should include a minimal amount of fine substrate less than 0.25 inch 
(6.3 millimeters) in diameter. 

This PCE is addressed directly by analysis of sediment in areas of spawning and 
incubation and considers directly the size class composition of instream sediments, 
particularly fine sediments <6.3 mm.  This PCE is also addressed directly by analysis of
substrate embeddedness in rearing areas, which is a function of sediment size class and 
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bedload transport.  Both of these indicators would assess substrate composition and 
stability in relation to the various life stages of bull trout as well as the sediment 
transportation and deposition. Large woody debris and pool frequency and quality affect 
sediment transport and redistribution within a stream and would indirectly assess 
substrate composition and amounts. 

PCE 4.  A natural hydrograph, including peak, high, low, and base flows within 
historic ranges or, if regulated, currently operates under a biological opinion that 
addresses bull trout, or a hydrograph that demonstrates the ability to support bull trout 
populations by minimizing daily and day-to-day fluctuations and minimizing 
departures from the natural cycle of flow levels corresponding with seasonal variation. 

This PCE is addressed by analysis of change in peak/base flows, which considers changes 
in hydrograph amplitude or timing with respect to watershed size, geology, and 
geography.  Considering increase in drainage network and disturbance history provides 
further information.  Roads and vegetation management both have effects strongly linked 
to a stream’s hydrograph. Disturbance regime ties this information together to consider 
how a watershed reacts to disturbance and the time required to recover back to pre-
disturbance conditions. 

PCE 5.  Springs, seeps, groundwater sources, and subsurface water to contribute to 
water quality and quantity as a cold water source.   

This PCE is addressed by analysis of floodplain connectivity and riparian conservation 
areas. Floodplain connectivity considers hydrologic linkage of off-channel areas with 
the main channel and overbank flow maintenance of wetland function and riparian 
vegetation and succession.  Floodplain and riparian areas provide hydrologic connectivity 
for springs, seeps, groundwater upwelling and wetlands and contribute to the 
maintenance of the water table (USFWS 1998b).  The analysis of changes in peak/base 
flows would address subsurface water connectivity.  Increase in drainage network would
address potential changes to groundwater sources and subsurface water connectivity.  
Chemical contamination/nutrients would address concerns regarding groundwater water 
quality.

PCE 6.  Migratory corridors with minimal physical, biological, or water quality 
impediments between spawning, rearing, overwintering, and foraging habitats, 
including intermittent or seasonal barriers induced by high water temperatures or low 
flows.

The biological indicator life history diversity and isolation addresses the function of 
migration and/or subsequent isolation with respect to the population.  The biological 
indicator persistence and genetic integrity indirectly reflects the status of migratory 
corridors.  Physical, biological or chemical barriers to migration are addressed directly 
through water quality habitat indicators, including temperature, chemical 
contamination/nutrients and physical barriers.  The analysis of these indicators would 
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assess if barriers have been created due to impacts such as high temperatures, high 
concentrations of contaminants or physical barriers.  Analysis of change in peak/base 
flows and average wetted width/maximum depth ratio in scour pools in a reach would 
assess whether changes in flow might create a seasonal barrier to migration.  An analysis 
of refugia, which considers the habitat’s ability to support strong, well distributed, and 
connected populations for all life stages and forms of bull trout, would also be pertinent 
to this PCE.  

PCE 7.  An abundant food base including terrestrial organisms of riparian origin, 
aquatic macroinvertebrates, and forage fish. 

An analysis of floodplain connectivity and riparian conservation areas would assess 
these contributions to the food base.  Floodplain and riparian areas provide habitat to 
aquatic invertebrates, which in turn provides a forage base to bull trout (USFWS 1998b).
This PCE is indirectly addressed through the biological indicator of growth and survival
and life history diversity and isolation.  Both of these indicators look at habitat quality 
and subpopulation condition, which provides information on food base.  This PCE is a 
synthesis of the previous PCEs.  It is addressed through the analysis of biological and 
habitat indicators in that, if a bull trout population either exists or could exist in a 
watershed, then there is an adequate forage base.  A healthy habitat provides a forage 
base for the target species.  Any potential impairment to the forage base has been 
addressed by way of summarizing the biological and habitat indicators.

PCE 8.  Permanent water having low levels of contaminants such that normal 
reproduction, growth and survival are not inhibited.

Flow conditions, such as perennial or ephemeral would be analyzed through changes in 
peak/base flows, and addressed in consideration of current base flows.  Changes in 
hydrograph amplitude or timing with respect to watershed size, geology, and geography 
would be considered.  The level of contaminants is addressed directly by the analysis of 
chemical contamination/nutrients and sediment.  Current listing under 303(d) status 
should be considered, as well as the causes for that listing. Sediment is considered a 
contaminant especially in spawning and rearing habitat and analysis would apply to this 
PCE.

Environmental Baseline 
Based on the Flathead Lake environmental baseline of bull trout habitat conditions and 
their relationship to the PCEs associated with those habitat indicators described in Table 
1, as well as other factors deemed necessary, PCE 3 is functioning appropriately.  The 
remaining PCEs are in less than optimal condition.  

Table 2 presents a summary of the effects matrix checklist, which includes categorical 
values of the suitability and functionality of baseline indicators for the bull trout 
subpopulation potentially affected by the proposed action. Table 2 also shows effects of 
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the proposed action for each baseline indicator, with a qualifier used to note that the 
effects would restore, maintain, or degrade existing conditions.

Determination of Effect to Proposed Critical Habitat
Instream work is anticipated as part of the removal of the existing instream pier in the 
Swan River. This work will likely include the construction, and removal, of a temporary 
cofferdam around the pier and the demolition and removal of the pier structure. The 
existing concrete pier rests on a wooden footing. The concrete will be removed and the 
footing cut down. To perform this work, a temporary platform will likely need to be 
installed half-way into the river from the south bank. This will be founded on temporary 
piling. This platform and piling will be removed prior to project completion. This work 
will likely re-suspend some existing sediment when the piling is removed; however this 
is not expected to re-suspend large amounts of sediment. Project-related sediment that 
does reach Swan River or Flathead Lake would accumulate in Flathead Lake. 

There will not be construction of any new features in the waterway, and once 
construction is complete no structural features will be in the waterway. Any placement of 
riprap below the high water level mark or the lake maintained level should occur during 
low water level times. Current riprap will remain and the final overall cross-section will 
not change, however some riprap will be disturbed during construction. Disturbed riprap 
will be restored.  Thusly, the proposed project will result in short-term impacts to 
proposed critical habitat, but habitat will be restored to pre-existing conditions.

Analysis for the proposed Bigfork North and South project found that activities 
associated with this project were likely to degrade the matrix habitat indicator Road
Density and Location, as described in the biological assessment.  Road Density and 
Location is not a matrix habitat indicator as found in Table 1, therefore the degradation 
to this indicator will have no effect on proposed critical habitat. 

The proposed activity would result also impact the matrix habitat indicator for Physical
Barriers, as described in the Biological Assessment.  This impact is anticipated to result 
in a minor improvement of this habitat element and subsequently PCE 6 (Table 1).  The 
proposed project will result in the removal of the existing bridge pier, which is located in-
channel within the Swan River at the inlet to Flathead Lake.  Although the project will result 
in short-term negative impacts to proposed critical habitat and poses a risk of take to bull 
trout individuals, the removal of the center pier will result in long-term improvement for bull 
trout movement within the project area. (MDT 2005)  

The overall impact associated with the proposed action is expected to be discountable or 
insignificant.  As such, the proposed Bigfork North and South project is not likely to 
adversely affect proposed critical habitat for bull trout in Flathead Lake. 

Table 2.  Effects Matrix Checklist (Adapted from USFWS 1998b) 
Population and Environmental Baseline Effects of the Action(s) 



Addendum to the Biological Assessment 
Completed for the Bigfork North and South Project 

10

Diagnostics/Pathways:
Indicators

Functioning
Appropriately

Functioning
At Risk 

Functioning At 
Unacceptable 

Risk
Restore Maintain Degrade 

Subpopulation Characteristics 
Subpopulation Size X    X  
Growth and Survival X    X  
Life History Diversity and 
Isolation X    X  

Persistence and Genetic 
Integrity  X   X  

Habitat Characteristics 
Water Quality
Temperature X    X  

Sediment X    X  
Chemical 
Contamination/Nutrients   X  X  

Habitat Access
Physical Barriers X   X   

Habitat Elements
Substrate Embeddedness X    X  

Large Woody Debris X    X  
Pool Frequency & Quality X    X  
Large Pools X    X  
Off-Channel Habitat X    X  
Refugia X    X  
Channel Conditions and Dynamics 
Wetted Width/Max Depth 
Ratio 

N/A    X  

Stream Bank Condition X    X  
Floodplain Connectivity  X   X  
Flow & Hydrology
Change in Peak/Base 
Flows

 X   X  

Drainage Network 
Increase

 X   X  

Watershed Conditions 
Road Density and 
Location 

 X   X X 

Disturbance History N/A   N/A   
Riparian Conservation 
Area

N/A   N/A   

Disturbance Regime  X   X  
Integration of Species & 
Habitat Condition 

X X   X  

Critical Habitat N/A    X  
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Pat Basting 
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Missoula, MT 59802 

 

Dear Mr. Basting, 

 

This is in response to your request for written concurrence for an addendum to the Bigfork North 

and South Project Biological Opinion.  This addendum addresses effects to recently designated 

critical habitat for Canada lynx and bull trout in the project area.  The U.S. Fish and Wildlife 

Service (Service) received the addendum on October 19, 2010.  We requested additional 

information concerning Principal Constituent Element 9 (PCE 9) for bull trout and received that 

information via email on November 24, 2010. 

 

The Service has reviewed the addendum and the additional information for the Bigfork North and 

South project.  We agree with your conclusions that the project effects will not change regarding 

grizzly bear (Ursus arctos horriblis) gray wolf (Canis lupus), water howellia (Howellia aquatilis) or 

Spalding’s campion (Silene spaldingii).  We concur with your determination of “no effect” on 

Canada lynx (Lynx canadensis) critical habitat.  We also concur with your determination of “may 

affect, not likely to adversely affect” on bull trout (Salvelinus confluentis) critical habitat.  The 

effects analysis and terms and conditions of the original Biological Opinion remain unchanged. 

 

We appreciate your efforts to ensure the conservation of threatened and endangered species under 

the Endangered Species Act, as amended.  If you have questions or comments related to this 

correspondence, please contact Bob Lee in the Kalispell SubOffice at 406-758-6879. 
 

                                                    

Sincerely, 

                                                                                          
        R. Mark Wilson 

                              Field Supervisor 

 

 

Copy To: USFWS, Kalispell, MT (Attn: Tim Bodurtha) 



  USFWS, Helena, MT (Attn: Anne Vandehey) 

  MDT, Missoula, MT (Attn: D. Moeller) 

  MDT, Missoula, MT (Attn: B. Gundrun) 

  MDT, Missoula, MT (Attn: S. Kilcrease) 

  MDT, Missoula, MT (Attn: M. Dalsoglio) 

FHWA, Helena, MT (Attn: Brian Hasselbach) 

 




