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Welcome & Introductions 

 
 

 



 Provide Overview of Corridor Planning Study 

Process 

 

 Summarize History of MDT’s Efforts in Corridor 
 

 

 Present Key Findings 
 Draft Existing and Projected Conditions Report 

 Draft Environmental Scan Report 
 

 

 Solicit Resource Agency Input 

 

Purpose of  Meeting 



Corridor Planning Process 

 Involves conducting an overview of safety, operational, 

and geometric conditions and environmental resources 

within a corridor in order to identify needs and constraints. 
 

 This process allows MDT to save time and money in 

subsequent projects phases by: 

 

 Helping identify realistic strategies given funding or 

other constraints 

 Identifying fatal flaws before initiation of formal 

environmental process 

 Eliminating alternatives from further evaluation  
 

 Provides a link between early transportation planning 

and environmental compliance efforts for project 

development. 
 

 

 



What are the Steps? 



Corridor History 
 

Proposed Reconstruction 
 In the late 1980s, MDT nominated a portion 

of U.S. Highway 2 (US 2) for reconstruction.  

 

 The proposed project extended for 4.5 miles 

between Columbia Heights and Hungry 

Horse in Flathead County, MT.  
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Corridor History 
 

FEIS / ROD 
 From 1988 to the mid-1990s, MDT assessed 

the impacts of re-constructing this highway 

corridor.  
 

 In 1995, a Final  

 Environmental  

 Impact Statement  

 (FEIS) / Section 4 (f) 

 Evaluation was completed 
 

 A Record of Decision  

 (ROD) was signed  

 by FHWA on  

 December 22, 1995.  
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Corridor History 
Re-evaluation 
 In 2002, MDT and FHWA completed a 

Re-evaluation. It found the FEIS:  
 

 Adequately addressed:  

 Columbia Heights-East project 

(completed in 2004) 

 New South Fork Flathead River 

Bridge 

 

 Did not adequately address:  

 Alignment that minimized or totally 

avoided rock excavation near Berne 

Memorial Park.  
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Study Area 



Key Findings from  

Existing and Projected 

Conditions Report 



Physical Features 

 South Fork Flathead River Bridge 
 Functionally obsolete and structurally deficient 

 

 Utilities 
 Gas, fiber optics, and power  transmission lines 

 

 Pedestrian & Bicycle Facilities 
 

 No dedicated facilities in corridor 

 

 Physical Constraints 
 

 US 2 is located between Flathead River and rock 

outcroppings 

 



Physical Features 



Geometric Features  

 Roadway Width 
 Two 12-foot Travel Lanes; No Shoulders 

 

 Horizontal Alignment 
 Nine (9) horizontal curves do not meet current MDT 

standards 

 

 Vertical Alignment 
 

 Six (6) vertical curves do not meet current MDT 

standards 



Geometric Features 



Crash Statistics 

Total of 77 Crashes from 2006-2010 

Criteria 

Statewide 

Average for Rural 

Principal 

Arterials 

(2006 – 2010)  

US 2 Corridor 

RP 140.0 – 142.4 

(2006 – 2010) 

Comparison of 

US 2 Corridor 

to Statewide 

Average 

Crash Rate  

(All Vehicles) 
1.04 2.56 2.46 times 

higher 

Severity Index  

(All Vehicles) 
2.09 2.68 1.28 times 

higher 

Severity Rate  

(All Vehicles) 
2.18 6.86 3.15 times 

higher 



Crash Statistics 



2010 Traffic Volumes 
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Operations 
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Key Findings from 

Environmental Scan 

Report 



Soil Resources 



Geologic Resources 



Surface 

Water 

Resources 



Groundwater Resources 



Floodplains 



Hazardous Material Sites 



Category Scientific Name Common Name Federal Status 

Flowering plant Silene spaldingii Spalding's catchfly  Listed Threatened 

Conifers and Cycads  Pinus albicaulis Whitebark pine Candidate 

Threatened and Endangered – Flathead County  

Species of  Concern – Flathead County  

Group Name Scientific Name Common Name State Rank 

Ferns and Fern Allies  
Asplenium trichomanes Maidenhair Spleenwort SH 

Botrychium sp. (SOC) Moonworts S1S3 

Flowering Plants - 
Dicots 

Castilleja cervina Deer Indian Paintbrush SH 

Cirsium brevistylum Short-styled Thistle S1S2 

Lathyrus bijugatus Latah Tule Pea S1 

Bryophytes  
Aloina brevirostris Aloina moss S1 

Grimmia brittoniae Britton's dry rock moss S2 

Plant Species 



Wildlife Species 

Category Scientific Name Common Name Federal Status 

Fish 
Salvelinus 

confluentus 
Bull Trout Listed Threatened, Critical Habitat 

Mammal 
Ursus arctos 

horribilis 
Grizzly Bear Listed Threatened 

Mammal Lynx canadensis Canada Lynx Listed Threatened, Critical Habitat 

Insect Lednia tumana Meltwater Lednian Stonefly Candidate 

Mammal Gulo gulo luscus Wolverine Candidate 

Group Name Scientific Name Common Name State Rank 

Mammals Martes pennanti Fisher S3 

Birds 
Falco peregrinus Peregrine Falcon S3 

Haliaeetus leucocephalus Bald Eagle S3 

Fish 

Oncorhynchus clarkii lewisi 
Westslope Cutthroat 
Trout 

S2 

Prosopium coulteri Pygmy Whitefish S3 

Salvelinus namaycush Lake Trout S2 

Invertebrates  Prophysaon humile Smoky Taildropper S2S3 

Threatened and Endangered – Flathead County  

Species of  Concern – Flathead County  



Wildlife Movement 

Wildlife Movement Areas  
 Teakettle Mountain to Columbia Mountain 

 Great Northern Environmental Stewardship Area 

(GNESA) group:  

• Badrock Canyon is a key conservation area  

• Known wildlife crossing points occur in study area 

 

 Animal-Vehicle Conflicts 
 6 of 8 (75%) crashes involving wild animals from 2006-

2010 occurred at  west end of canyon from RP 140.0 

to 140.5 
 

 18 of 20 (90%) carcasses collected from 1996 to 2010 

were recorded from RP 140.0 to 140.5 
 

 



Recreational Resources 



Cultural and Archaeological Resources 



Land Ownership 



Land Use 



Discussion 



Please Submit Comments! 
 

 Mail comments to:  
Sheila Ludlow, MDT Project Manager 
Montana Department of Transportation 
2701 Prospect Avenue 
PO Box 201001 
Helena, MT 59620-1001   

 

 Questions:  
Sarah Nicolai, DOWL HKM Project Manager 

406.442.0370 

snicolai@dowlhkm.com 

   
Comments Due Friday, January 20, 2011 
 

Visit the website at: 
http://www.mdt.mt.gov/pubinvolve/badrock/default.shtml 

 
 

 

 


