
WAGNER MARSH 
Watershed # 13-Upper Yellowstone River Basin  

Yellowstone County, Montana 

 
 

LAND OWNERSHIP:  MONTANA DEPARTMENTOF TRANSPORTATION (MDT) 

 
 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION 
 

This mitigation site was constructed during the spring of 2005 in the eastern portion of the Upper Yellowstone 

River Basin (Watershed #13).   Wagner Marsh was constructed on MDT property originally purchased in 1954 

and used as a gravel borrow area for construction of the I-90 corridor. For this reason the Wagner Marsh was 

previously known as the ‘Wagner Pit’. The goal of the project was to create a diverse wetland vegetation 

community including shallow marshes, wet meadows and scrub-shrub habitats.  This restoration project is 

anticipated to provide approximately 21 acres of mitigation credits to mitigate transportation projects in the 

watershed. 
 

 

 

 



 

 

WETLAND INHABITANTS 

 

 
Lesser Scaup 



 



 

 

 

 

WETLAND VEGETATION 
 

Dominant wetland vegetation 

 

 Five community types were observed 

 

Type 1 – Sandbar willow/Russian olive/Wooly sedge (Salix exigua/Elaeagnus angustifolia / Carex lanuginose)  

 

Type 2 – Creeping spike rush/ Cattail / grasses (Eleocharis palustris-Typha / Mixed graminoid)  

 

Type 3 – Grasses-Mixed Graminoid  

 

Type 4 – Reed canary grass (Phalaris arundinaceae)  

 

Type 5 – Hard stem bulrush (Scirpus acutus)  

 

         

 
Russian Olive 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/1/1f/Elaeagnus_angustifolia_20050608_855.jpg


 

 

 

 

Wagner Pit  

 

 

Canada Goose Nest 

 

 
Muskrat & Lodge 



 

 

Click the icon below for complete monitoring reports for this site (2005 to 2010) 

 
Wetland Mitigation Site 

 

http://www.mdt.mt.gov/other/environmental/external/wetlands
http://www.mdt.mt.gov/other/environmental/external/wetlands
http://www.mdt.mt.gov/publications/brochures/wetland_mitigation.shtml

