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BACKGROUND INFORMATION 
 

The Roundup wetland mitigation project was an experimental effort to reclaim an abandoned sewage lagoon 

into wetlands.  It is located south of U.S. Highway 12 and east of the town of Roundup at the site of the former 

wastewater lagoons for the city of Roundup. Construction was completed on this site in April of 2000 with a 

goal of creating wetland mitigation for highway impacts within watershed #10, Musselshell River Basin.  This 

former two-celled treatment facility, contained sludge of varying depths with concentrations of nitrates, of 

which portions were capped during construction modification. The organic sludge was left in the west end of 

the southern end of the wetland bed and capped with one foot of soil to prevent potential biohazards risks. Five 

monitoring wells were installed around the lagoon to monitor any possible groundwater contamination from the 

decomposing sludge. This restoration project is anticipated to provide approximately 24 acres of mitigation 

credits to mitigate transportation projects in the watershed. 

  
 



 

 

 

WETLAND INHABITANTS 
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WETLAND VEGETATION 
 

Dominant wetland vegetation 

 

Fifteen community types were observed 

  

Type 1- Summer-cypress (Kochia scoparia)  

 

Type 2- Lambsquarter (Chenopodium spp.)  

 

Type 3- Creeping meadow foxtail (Alopecurus arundinaceus) 

 

Type 4- Creeping meadow foxtail (Alopecurus arundinaceus / Bare Ground) (dominant species in this type  

have changed since 2002)  

 

Type 5- Crested wheatgrass/Summer-cypress (Agropyron cristatum / Kochia scoparia) 

 

Type 6- Bulrush (Scirpus spp.) 

 

Type 7- Lambsquarter/curly dock (Chenopodium / Rumex) 
 

Type 8- Foxtail barley/ Creeping meadow foxtail (Hordeum jubatum / Alopecurus arundinaceus) 

 

Type 9- Creeping spike rush/Creeping meadow foxtail (Eleocharis palustris/Alopecurus arundinaceus) 

 

Type 10- Tansy mustard (Descurainia Sophia)  

 

Type 11- Canada thistle/ Lambsquarter (Cirsium arvense / Chenopodium)  

 

Type 12- Canadian horseweed (Conyza Canadensis)  

 

Type 13- Slender wheatgrass (Agropyron trachycaulum)  

 

Type 14- Big basin wild rye (Elymus cinereus)  

 

Type 15- Poison hemlock (Conium maculatum)       
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 



 

 

 

 

Roundup Lagoons 
 

 

Click the icon below for complete monitoring reports for this site (2001 to 2010) 

 
Wetland Mitigation Site 
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