
COW COULEE 
Watershed # 7- Missouri-Sun-Smith River Basin  

Broadwater County, Montana 
 

 
 

 

LAND OWNERSHIP:  PRIVATE 

 
  

BACKGROUND INFORMATION 
 

The Cow Coulee wetland mitigation project was constructed in 1997 to provide partial mitigation for existing 

and projected wetland impacts resulting from Montana Department of Transportation (MDT) projects in 

Watershed #7 (Missouri-Sun-Smith River Basin). Constructed in the MDT Butte District, the 9-acre mitigation 

site is located approximately southwest of the Townsend city limits in Broadwater County.  This restoration 

project is anticipated to provide approximately 5 acres of mitigation credits to mitigate transportation projects in 

the watershed.   
 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

WETLAND INHABITANTS 

 
 

  

                         American Avocet                    Common Garter Snake 
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WETLAND VEGETATION 
 

Dominant wetland vegetation 

 

 Four community types were observed 

 

Type 1- Broad-leaf cattail (Typha latifolia) and Hard stem bulrush (Scirpus acutus)  

 

Type 2- Beaked sedge (Carex rostrata) and Baltic rush (Juncus balticus)  

 

Type 3- Salt marsh bulrush (Scirpus maritimus) 

 

Type 4- Foxtail barley (Hordeum jubatum) and Rocky Mountain Iris (Iris missouriensis) 

 

         
 

 
Rocky Mountain Iris 
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Cow Coulee 

 

 

Click the icon below for complete monitoring reports for this site (2001 to 2004) 

 
Wetland Mitigation Site 
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