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Fedora! Register /Vol. 68, No, 11 /Monday, March 3, 2003/Notices 10063 

DEPARlMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 

F•d•naJ Highway Administration 

lfHWA Dod<el No. 2003-1"502) 

Requi,.st for Renewal of Currently 
Approved lnfonn;.1tion Collection: 
Certmcatlon of Enforc.,ment of Veh1eJa 
Size and Waight Laws 

AGENCY: Federal Highway 
Admi_ni3ln;1tion (FHWAJ, DOT. 
ACTION: Notice and request ror 
oonuoe-nl$. 

SUMMARY: ln accordmc:e wilh the 
rtqumiments in section 3505(c)(2)(A) of 
thll Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, 
this notice announce:, the inhmtion of 
FHW A to request the Offic;:e of 
Management and Budg•I (0MB) to 
renew its clearaneo of tho cuncntly 

:S!ntifi:~ ~lor:':~~~::~l~~;ENTARY 
INFORMATION. 

OAT£S: Comments must be submitted on 
or borore M•y 2, 2003, 
ADORES.SES: All signed. written 
comments should refer to the docket 
numbc-r that appears in the he.a.cling of 
this dO<\Ullent and must be submitted lo 
lhe Dockel Clerk. U.S . IJO'r Docrets, 
Room PL-401, 400 Sovonth Street. SW .. 
Wasblnglon, DC 20590-0001. Plo,so 
identiry tho specific oollectlon of 
information that ts being commented on 
by NJfnenci.ng it, 0MB oontrol number. 
A.I.I com.menl.s receivt-d will be available 
for examination •• lhu above add.cuss 
between 10 , .. m. to 5 p .m., e.t., Mo·nday 
tM>ugh Friday, oxcepl Fedenl holid•ys. 
Those deslting noti6cation of reaiipt of 
comments mu.st includa a seUT 
addressed. s1o.m.pod envelope or 
po,twd. 
FOR FURntER INFORMATION CONTACT: Mr. 
Bob Davis, (202) 355-29g1, Fodenl 
H!ghw•y Administration, O15ca of 
Fro\ght Management an.d Opel'8ti.on:s, 
De-partment of Transportation, 400 
Seventh Stroot. SW., Washington, OC 
20590. Offict hours are fi:om 7:45 a.m. 
lo 4:15 p.m .. e.L , Monday through 
Friday, except Federal holidays. 
SUPPt.EMe HTARY INFORMATION : 

Tille: Cenlficallon of Enforooment o f 
Vehicle Site ¥.nd Wetghl Laws. 

0MB Number: 212.5-0034. 
Background: Tttle 23. U.S.C .. Section 

141, requires each State. the District of 
Columbia, and Puerto Rlco to fllo •n 
annual oorti6cation that they are 
enforcing their size lilnd weight laws on 
Federal-aid highways an.d lhe t thei1 
Intor.stato System weight !i m.H:s are 
coiubtent with Federal requirementa to 
be &ligible to rooelve an apportionment 
or Fodera! highway tzu,t funds . Se<:lion 

141 also authorius the Secntary lo 
require States lo file such Information u 
Is nece,sary to vorl fy thot tholr 
C!Qrtific:iitions aro accurate. To determine 
whethor States aro ,111dcqu:i.tely enforcing 
their si~ an.d waight limits, each musl 
suhrn.it 1;1.n updated plan for enforcing 
their siie and weight Umits to the 
FHWA atthobeginnintiofoacb 6,.,.,1 
year. At tho ond of tho fiscal yoer, thoy 
must submit their ce-rtifications and 
sufficient in!orm11tion to verify that thU' 
enforcement goals est11bli:i1hed in the 
plan have been met. Failure of• State 
to file• certJAcotlon, odequ•toly onforce 
its size and we-ight laws, and enforce 

;:~g!~1~:sr:e~i ~~~1:J:r~rtem 
roquiromeots, could rosult In a specified 
reduc:tioo of its Federal hisJ,woy fund 
apportionment for the next fiscal year. 
In addition, Soction 123 of the Su:race 
Tr1msp<n1.eUon A"lsliul(.-e Act oft978 
{Pub. L 9~590, 92 St:al 2889, 2701) 
requires eaeh jurisdiction to inventory 
(1) its penalties for vioh•tion of its .size 
and weight raw,, and (2) the lorm aod 
cost of its oversize e.nd overweight 
porm)IS, 

Re1pondenu: The State Departmenu 

;~~:~:c::~~Jf:. ~~i~:~ei!~ .:!d 
PutJrto Rico. 

llstlmatcd Total Annual Burdon: 
4,160 hours. Thi> oumbor has not 
changed from tho last approved 0MB 
clearance. 

Frequency: The reports must be 
submitted annually. 

Autbvrl1y: 23 U.S.C. 141: 44 U.S.C. 
3SOO(c)(2HA}; 23 CFR 651; sect. 123, Pub. L 
95-599. 92 Stat. 2701 ; 49CFR 1.48. 

lJsued on~ f ebrull')' zt . zoo3. 
)"'1.,R. K•t.. 
Chit1f, Ma.nog,&111t1tH l'togrom,- ond A110Jy.dt 
Divi.sion. 
(FR Doc. 03--4918 Filed 2-.28--03: 8:45 aml 
aUNOeoof.d16-.U-P 

DEPARTM~NT OF TAANSPORTA TION 

Fed•ral Hlghwtly Adminl.stt11tion 

Environmental Impact Statement; 
Missoula County, MT 

AGENCY: Fedend Highway 
Adminlst.n.tion (FHWA), DOT. 
ACTK)lll: Notice of l.ntent. 

SUMMARY: The FHW /\ is issuing this 
norlc!I to adviH the public that an 
environmental lmpact •tatemont will be 
prepared in accordance, with the 
National En"'ironmont.tl Policy Act for 
proposed traosportation improvements 
in the vicinity of Miller Creek Road in 
MWoula County, Montana. 

FOR FURTHE;R INFORIIATION COtnACT: Mr. 

Cr,Jg Genzlingor, P .E., Oponotion, 
Engineer, Federal Highway 
Administration, 2880 Skyway Drive. 
Helena, Montana 59602: Telophone 
(4.06) 440.-S302, extension 24.0 or Ms. 
Joanouo Lostracco, Cartor &: Bursess, 
lnc., 707 17th St;n;,et, Suit1:1 2300, 
08.nver, Co1onJdo, 80202; Talephomf 
(303) 820-4808. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATIOH: The 
FHWA hereby giv-, uolice th.et It 
intends to prepan m Envin;m.menhil 
Impact Stat!lment (EIS) in Jjltcord1U1ce 
with the National 6nvlronmontal Policy 
Ac:t (NEPA), Pub. L. 91-190. 83 Slat. 
852, 1969), u amende<i. for toad •nd 
bridgt1 improveme11U in tho vicinity of 
Mill•r Crook Rood. Mi•••uJ• County. 
Montana. The study area is 

~w:x;w~t~!~1:i.;~~:~ ~t~ 
the Bitterroot River, ths city of 
M.i6Soula, Mi.s.wula County and Lolo 
National ForosL Tho otudy areo begin• 
near the Intersection of Miller Creek 
Road and US 93 to tho north and 
oxtonds southwatd opproJ<imately four 
miles along US 93. The east•Wttst 
boundatics aro approximately .25 miles 
we!ill of US 93 and approximately 2.5 
miles aast of US 03. 

Alturnativ1:11 being conside.rod will 
include a uo build and build 
altema.tive:,. The build altorn;;ativos will 

:'~:~::.r!t~~ ,:~~:t ~~:er. 
Improvements to the corridor anl 

nocCSMey ~ the popubti.oo j3 expt;ieled 
to tncrnso ln tho near futunt. Tbe need 
for .a second connection to U.S. 93 i_n 
thi> area has been a r.lorlty to tho loal 
community. Mis sou a Co\Ulty. ond the 
city of MillSoula. h se<:ond onuaoco Into 
tho MiUor Cm,k area is needed for 
safety and to relieve congo1lion. Ao 
add_ltional acceu could provide regional 
benefit& lo connectivity, improving air 
quality by "'duotng total vehicle milos 
traveled (VMT) . lmproving pedo.<trian 
and bike cirCUlalion. faoll(tating bus 
service 10 the Miller Creek and Linda 
Vista area, and providing St1condary 
emergency ttgress and, potentially, 
improved emorgency responser times. 

LeUeni duscrihing th1:1 proposed action 
and soliciti.ng comnu~nts will bo sent to 
appropriate Foderol , State ond local 
agencies. and to private orsanl.utioM 
1md citizens who havo provlously 
exprened or are known lo bavo an 
intare:st in this proposal. A !ormal 
public scoping mooting i, scheduled for 
Wednesday. March 26th &om s p.m. to 
8 p.m. at the Linda Vista Golf Course 
Clubbouso located on 4915 LOwer 
Miller Oeek Road. Missoula, Montan.a. 
Brier ideotie$1 pr$8entations will be 
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given et 8 p .m. and 7 p .m . A .seri~i5i of 
public mee:tings wil1 be held in 
Missouh•. ln Addition, o public hearing 
will be ho.Id. Public notice will be given 
of the lime and place of the meeti.ngs 
and hearing, The draft EIS wiU be 
av1;1..il1;1.ble for public and agency review 
and comment prior to the public 
heorlng, 

To ensure that the full range orissues 
related to th is proposed A.Ct.ion an 
adcbossed and a.11 $ign.ificant iuuM 
identi6ed, comments and .sugg$5tions 
ve invited from all interested parti~. 
Comments or questions- concerning thl.s 

a~~=~:::m~::i ~: ::!:, 00 

proVided above. J\dditionaJ project 
informaUon can be obt..ioed al the- Web 
site (www.mJll,reis.com) or l'rom the 
Telephone lnfonnatiOD 'Hotlin!I' (1-
800-885--6905), 
{C.lalog offedt ta.l Domestic: Assista.nC'll 
Progam Numbu 20-20$. HlghW>y Pl~ 
and Cooatrw:lioD. Tbe :regulations. 
implemantln.g E)recutlve Order 12372 
iqvdinl!I inleq-overnmenu,J c:on.sult,11.\Jon on ::;:J':::,:j au Kliv.ilJH apply to this: 

(A\lthorlty: 23 U.S.C. 315: 49 CFR 1 .. 48) 
Js.s.\led F111bruuy 25, 200l. 

O.ale Paul110:n, 
PTo,iTClm D,~lopmtmr Enginffr, MonMno 
DM.rfon, P•d•10l Highway AdminlstroUon. 
Helena. MT 5-96()2, 
IFR Doc. 01--465• Filed 2-23--03: 8:45 =I 
mu.mG:CDDl411~ 

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 

Maritime Admlnigtratlon 

Reports, Fonni,; and Recordk••p1ng 
Requlrementi Age.ncy lnfonna.tion 
Co!Jectlon ActJvity Under 0MB Revl.w 

AGENCY: Maritime Administration., DOT. 
ACTlON: Notice &:nd request for 
comments. 

SUMIIARY: In compliance with tho 
Paperwork Reduction Act o[t905 (44 

U.S.C. 3501 el uq.), this notice announa,$ that the 1nfurmation 
Collection abstracted below hu. hMn 
forwardod to the Office or Managamont 
and Budget (0MB) for review and 

~fi~i~~ ~::!f~f'~~~!f/~~~tion 
oxp.ct•d bw-d•n. Toe Foderol Roplo, 
Notice with a 60-day comment period 
soliciting comments on the following 
c:oll8Ction or in!ormatioa; w.u publiihed 
on No\111.mber 5, 2002. No comml!lnh1 
were received. 
DATES: C.Omml!lnts must be submitted on 
or before AprU 2. 2003, 
FOR FURTHER IHFORMATK>N CONTACT: 
Thomas Olsen. Mulllme 
Administration (MAR--1;60). 400 
Seventh Street, SW., Wuhinglon. DC 
20590. Copies ar this collection abo can 
be obtained from lhat olfice. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: Maritime 
Administration (MARAD). 

Title: Dete:rminadon orFa.ir and 
Reasonable Rates for Carriage of 
Agrlcultunl Cargoos on U.S. 
Commercial V!S&!lls. 

0MB Control Number: 2133--0514. 
rn,. of R,qu•<t: !!xlonslon of 

cumntly •pproved colloct!on. 
A/fecled Public: U.S. citizen, who 

0 7o:(s);~-~0~5~~~~~~. ~nd 
MA-172. 

Abttrac-l; This collection of 
information requires u.s .. nag opc::rators 
to submit arun.tal v&U&l operating costs 
and capital co.11ts dala lo MARAD 
o{flda1'. Th! Information Is used by 
MAR.AD 1n determ1n1ns fair and 
reasonable guldeltne rate.s for the­
carriage or prcferonco cargoes on U.S.· 
Dag vessels. In addition. u.s.~n1111 veuel 
oporators ue required to submit Post 
Voyage Ropons lo MARAD after 
completion of a C&f80 prcfereo.eo 
voyage. 

Annuoi Enimot~ Burdon 11oU1': 700 
hours. 
AOOREsSE.s: Send comments to the 
Office of Information and Regulatory 
Affa.irs , Offioe or Management and 

Budget, 725 17th Street, NW , 
Washington, O.C. 20503, Alltmtion 
MAAAD O..k Officer. 

Corrunao.ts 81'8 lnvited on: (a} Whetbor 
the proposed collection o.f information 
I$ necessary for lho proper perfomumce 
of tho fun.ctions of the agoncy. Including 
whether the lnfonnation will have 
practical utility; (b) the aoc:urac:y of the 
agency's estimate of the burden of the 
propo.sed information collection; (c) 
ways to enhance tho quality. utility and 
clerit'y of the- infonne.Lion 10 be 
~ Uected; and (d) weyt to minimize the 
burden of th, collection of tnform,tion 
on respondents, Including the we of 
automated. collection tochnJques or 
other forms ofinforme.Uon technology. 

A c0IIllDent to 0MB i; bet a .. ured ol 
having its full effect ifOMB receives it 
within 30 day• of publication. 

Issued in w,,h.wgtoo. DC oo Februuy 26, 
2003. 

Joel C. Rlcbord, 
Setntary. Marilim.11 Adminisfmlion. 
ll'R Doc, 0>--4098 tile<! 2-2&-o, : M S aml 
BIU.llfO 000(. .U1G-411-1' 

DEPARTMENT OF TRA>lSPORTATION 

Maritime Ad(l'llnlstraUon 

Voluntary Jotennodal Seallft 
Agreement; Coneotlon 

Tho notice, announcing the exteruion 
of tho Volunt"'JI lntermodo.l Sealift 
A,g:rcemcnt (VISA) for another two--year 
period until February 13, 2005, 
appeoring on pages 8800--8808 In tho 
issue of Tuesday, February 25, 2003. 
should have included the following 
Dow chart entitled: "Figun, t-VJSh 
Activation Process Diagram·· at the end 
of the document. 

TJy Order of the Maritime AdmJnlstntOt. 
Dated: f@:bnwy 2.6, 2003. 

Jae.l C. JUch.a.rd. 
St:ctottuy, Moriiimo AdotfairttotJO!l. 
INWNO Gooc. 4t1M 1-I' 
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planning alternatives to automobile transportation is very important.  Asking developers to give 
up land for recreation, parks, bike paths, bike lanes, etc., is necessary. 

Reducing speed on 93 from Blue Mountain into Missoula is a must – this has to be done in order 
to make the intersections safe – any intersection on that stretch of road. 

Preserving the beauty and health of the Bitterroot River has to  #1 priority – it was here first! 

New Comment:  We are definitely in support of a bridge, which would provide another access 
to Hwy 93.  Traffic, congestion and the resulting “safety” issues are already serious on Upper 
Miller Creek – and this proposal is at least two years away.  It is possible to provide some 
alternative traffic route any sooner? 

New Comment:  A logical (to me) location for a new 93-access bridge would be at Blue 
Mountain.  We already have a light system there.  Another light system would further hinder 
Bitterroot to Missoula traffic – bad enough already.  Seems to be a fairly flat and accessible 
location.  Thanks. 

New Comment:  Consider use of existing railroad (with upgrades) as high-speed commuter (sub 
funding).  Reduce traffic on Upper Miller Creek Road.  Consider park and ride parking areas 
between Miller Creek Road and Lolo – Upper Miller and Linda Vista. 

Page 1 of 6 

Questions and Answers 
Public Meeting 
March 26, 2003

Question: An alternative on the private drive west of Lower Miller Creek Road 

(Totem Lane) would decrease property value and increase noise of traffic.  What do 

I do? 

Answer: While no alternatives are precluded at this time, we are still in the 
data collection and preliminary analysis phase of this project and have not 
selected a Preferred Alternative.  Once preliminary alternatives have been 
determined evaluation criteria will be used and an impact analysis conducted 
(including looking at property and noise impacts) before recommending a 
Preferred Alternative. 

Should the alternative involving Totem Lane be recommended as the 
Preferred Alternative, studies have shown that property values increased by 
12 to 15 percent when the highway significantly increased the accessibility of 
residences, but the houses closest to the highway had this increase partially 
offset by a 0.2 percent to 1.2 percent reduction for each two-and-a-half 
decibel increase in the highway noise level. (Impact of Highway 
Improvements on Property Values in Washington, Washington DOT, March 
1980). 

Question: What about Bald Eagle habitat? 

Answer: Field surveys will be done in consultation with the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service to determine the presence of Bald Eagle Habitat.  This 
information will then be included in the evaluation of alternatives. 

Question: Why drive new route when Upper Miller Creek Road provides direct 

route?

Answer: Upper Miller Creek Road is at or near capacity today.  As 
development continues to take place additional access will be required.  Also, 
a secondary route is desirable for emergency access into the area. 

Question: Will the project include measures to improve traffic conditions on 

US 93?  Is this included as part of the purpose? 

Answer: No improvements to US 93 will be included in this project that are 
not directly associated with the planned improvements for the new Bitterroot 
River crossing. 

- miller creek road 1111111111 
------- environmental i mpact statement 
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www.millerEIS.com (project Web site)  1 (800) 865-6905 (project hotline) 

Dear Resident,  

We would like your opinions as alternatives are evaluated for access from 
the Miller Creek Road area to US-93.  We are enclosing a questionnaire to 
obtain your opinions.  Your household was randomly selected to participate 
in this survey.  Only a small number of households have been selected so it 
is especially important for a member of your household to respond.  

In order to obtain a representative and random sample, we have devised a 
simple method for you to choose which household member should complete 
the survey. Please have the adult age 18 or older who most recently 
had a birthday complete this survey.   The year of birth plays no role 
in the selection.  Your responses to this survey will be completely 
anonymous and results will be reported in group form only.  When you 
complete the survey, please return it using the enclosed postage-paid 
envelope.

An independent transportation planning/engineering firm has been hired to 
study options for providing access from the Miller Creek Road area to US-93.  
National Research Center, Inc. is helping gather opinions and preferences 
from residents through this survey.  Your participation is very important to 
us and to everyone who would be affected by any transportation projects 
that might be undertaken.  The anonymous results will be shared with the 
project team and the local media. 

If you would like more information about the Miller Creek Road 
Environmental Impact Statement Project, please call the toll-free project 
hotline at 800-865-6905 or visit the project website at www.millerEIS.com 

Thank you in advance for helping us with this important project! 

Sincerely,

Jeanette Lostracco 
Deputy Project Manager 

www.millerEIS.com (project Web site)  1 (800) 865-6905 (project hotline) 

Dear Resident,  

About a week ago we sent you a copy of this survey about Miller Creek Road 
and US-93.  If you have already completed and returned the questionnaire, 
we thank you for your time, and ask you to discard this survey.  Please do 
not respond twice.

If you have not yet responded, we encourage you to do so.  We would like 
your opinions as alternatives are evaluated for access from the Miller Creek 
Road area to US-93.  Your household was randomly selected to participate in 
this survey.  Only a small number of households have been selected so it is 
especially important for a member of your household to respond.

In order to obtain a representative and random sample, we have devised a 
simple method for you to choose which household member should complete 
the survey. Please have the adult age 18 or older who most recently 
had a birthday complete this survey.   The year of birth plays no role 
in the selection.  Your responses to this survey will be completely 
anonymous and results will be reported in group form only.  When you 
complete the survey, please return it using the enclosed postage-paid 
envelope.

An independent transportation planning/engineering firm has been hired to 
study options for providing access from the Miller Creek Road area to US-93.  
National Research Center, Inc. is helping gather opinions and preferences 
from residents through this survey.  Your participation is very important to 
us and to everyone who would be affected by any transportation projects 
that might be undertaken.  The anonymous results will be shared with the 
project team and the local media. 

If you would like more information about the Miller Creek Road 
Environmental Impact Statement Project, please call the toll-free project 
hotline at 800-865-6905 or visit the project website at www.millerEIS.com 

Thank you in advance for helping us with this important project! 

Sincerely,

Jeanette Lostracco 
Deputy Project Manager

- miller creek road 11111110 - miller creek road 11111110 
envi ronmen t al Impact st11temen t envi ronmen t a l Impact st11temen t 
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24. Please give us any other comments you would like to about a second access to the Miller Creek Road area from 

US-93.

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Demographics 

Our last questions are about you and your household.  Again, all of your responses to this survey are completely 

anonymous and will be reported in group form only. 

25. About how long have you 

lived in the Missoula area? 

26. Please check the appropriate box indicating the 

type of housing unit in which you live. 

 Detached single-family home 
 Duplex, condominium or townhouse 
 Apartment 
 Mobile home 

27. Do you own or rent your residence? 

 Own  Rent 

 yes no

28. Do any children age 12 or  

 younger live in your household? .......... 1 2 

29. Do any teenagers aged 13 to 18  

 live in your household? ......................... 1 2 

30. Are you or any members of your  

 household aged 65 or older? ................. 1 2 

31. Do you live on a gravel road? 

 Yes  No 

32. Please indicate the general area in which you live: 

 South of Miller Creek 

 North of Miller Creek,  
  between US-93 and Upper Miller Creek Road 

 North of Miller Creek,  
  South of 39th/S.W. Higgins and  
  East of Upper Miller Creek Road 

 East of Reserve and  
  North of 39th/S.W. Higgins 

 West of Reserve and  
  North of US-93/Bitterroot River 

 anywhere else 

33. About how much do you estimate your 

household’s total income before taxes was in 

2002?  Please check the appropriate box below. 

 Less than $35,000 
 $35,000 to $49,999 
 $50,000 to $74,999 
 $75,000 to $99,999 
 $100,000 or more 

34. Are you employed at a job location outside your 

home?

 Yes  No 

35. What is your age? 

 18-24   45-54 
 25-34  55-64 
 35-44  65 + 

36. What is your race?  (Please check all that apply.) 

 White 
 Black or African American 
 Asian or Pacific Islander 
 American Indian, Eskimo, or Aleut 
 Other _______________________ 

37. Are you Hispanic/Spanish/Latino? 

 Yes  No 

38. What is your gender? 

 Female  Male 

Thank you very much for participating in this 

survey.  Please send this questionnaire in the enclosed 

postage-paid envelope to: 

 National Research Center, Inc. 

 3005 30th Street 

 Boulder, CO  80301 

__________ years

MMiilllleerr CCrreeeekk RRooaadd//UUSS--9933

TTrraannssppoorrttaattiioonn SSuurrvveeyy::

RReeppoorrtt ooff RReessuullttss

August 2003 

Submitted by: 
National Research Center, Inc. 
3005 30th Street • Boulder, CO  80302 
tel. 303-444-7863 • fax. 303-441-1145 
e-mail: nrc@n-r-c.com • www.n-r-c.com

- miller creek road 1111111111 
------environmental i mpact statement ------
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b
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 t
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 t
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h
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p

re
se

n
te

d
 a

n
d

 t
h

e 
p

u
b

li
c 

w
il

l 
b

e 
ab

le
 t

o
 c

o
m

m
en

t 
o

n
 t

h
em

. 
T

h
e 

m
ee

ti
n

g
 t

h
en

 
re

tu
rn

ed
 t

o
 t

h
e 

o
p

en
 h

o
u

se
 f

o
rm

at
 s

o
 t

h
e 

p
u

b
li

c 
co

u
ld

 t
al

k
 o

n
e-

o
n

-o
n

e 
w

it
h

 p
ro

je
ct

 o
ff

ic
ia

ls
. 

S
ig

n
 I

n
 T

a
b

le
 

T
h

e 
fo

ll
o

w
in

g
 h

an
d

o
u

ts
 w

er
e 

av
ai

la
b

le
 t

o
 t

h
e 

p
u

b
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p
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p
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b
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p
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d
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p
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b
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at
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 c
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. 

E
n

v
ir

o
n

m
en

ta
l 

Im
p

ac
t 

S
ta

te
m

en
t 

b
an

n
er

 
h

. 
E

IS
 P

ro
ce

ss
 g

ra
p

h
ic

 



M
il

le
r 

C
re

ek
 R

o
ad

 E
IS

 –
 2

n
d
 P

u
b

li
c 

M
ee

ti
n

g
  

  
  

  
  

  
  

  
  

  
  

  
  

  
  

  
  

  
  

  
  

  
  

  
  

  
  

  
  

  
  

  
  

  
  

  
  

  
  

  
  

  
  

  
  

  
  

  
M

ay
 2

1
, 

2
0

0
3

3

i.
 

C
o

n
te

n
ts

 o
f 

an
 E

IS
 s

n
o

w
 c
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P
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 c
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 c
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 c
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 m
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at
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 c
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 c
ar

d
s 

b
. 

E
x

is
ti

n
g

 A
v

er
ag

e 
D

ai
ly

 T
ra

ff
ic

 g
ra

p
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ra
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 D
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P
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b
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Questions and Answers 
Public Meeting #2 

May 21, 2003

Question: Lower/Upper Miller Creek Road “Y” needs merge lane. When will the 

“Y” be improved? This could solve current problems. 

Answer: Improvements or recommendations for improvements to the wye 
intersection are not part of this project.  This project will assess operations 
and safety impacts to the wye resulting from construction of a secondary 
access and the No-Action Alternative.  During the preliminary platting process 
for the Linda Vista Development the issue of the wye intersection of Upper 
Miller Creek Road and Lower Miller Creek Road was the subject of much 
debate.  There were four alternatives put forth by the developer with a wide 
range of costs associated with each.  The Board of County Commissioners 
selected the grade separation alternative while the city chose a different 
alternative.  The county has initiated discussions with the city to determine if 
there is any common ground with the range of alternatives.  Those 
discussions are ongoing at this time and no decision has been reached.  
Assuming a mutually agreeable alternative is reached, the county will work 
with the developer to implement the necessary improvements 

Question: I’d like to know if and what the plans are for improving the “Y” area on 

Miller Creek Road? It seems to me we need a Comprehensive Plan that takes this 
area into account in the design of an alternate access to Miller Creek area. 

Answer: See above response. 

Question: Gharrett Connector bad for several reasons:  (1) too wide for school 
kids to cross, (2) why not just use Briggs instead? 

Answer: The Gharrett Connector alternative was suggested by an attendee 
at our first public meeting. After a technical review of this alternative, the 
project team has determined that this alternative does not meet the Purpose 
and Need for the project or the conditions stipulated in the funding earmark 
(i.e., a second access into the Mille Creek area over the Bitterroot River). 
Likewise, the Briggs connection would be equally deficient and is not 
responsive to the Purpose and Need. Therefore, neither of these alternatives 
will be carried forward through this process. The Gharrett and Briggs 
connector may, however, be acceptable alternatives for other transportation 
goals and objectives and should be discussed with the City and County as a 
separate action or project. At this time, however, the connection appears on 
neither a near-term nor long-term plan.

Miller Creek Road EIS 

Public Meeting Questions & Answers 

May 21, 2003 

Page 2 of 6 

Question: Likes North Lower Miller or Linda Vista. Serves traffic now. What 

happens if site does not develop? 

Answer: Given the projected growth for the Missoula area and the 
limited areas for development, it is likely large portions of the study 
area will be developed in the future. There are numerous developments 
undergoing a subdivision review process with the County. This includes 
the proposed Maloney Ranch development which will develop 450 acres 
of the ranch in the northwest corner of the study area.  

Question: Blue Mountain will impact view. What if growth stops, where is sewer 

going?
Answer: The alternatives analysis will include an assessment of visual 
impacts associated with each alternative. These impacts will be documented 
in the DEIS. 

Projected population growth is anticipated to continue in the Greater Missoula 
Area, including the project study area. Development is expected to continue 
to occur in conjunction with this growth. The City of Missoula is committed to 
continue the provision of sewer service within their Waste Water Service Area. 
The portion of the study area south of the Bitterroot River is within the Waste 
Water Service Area. 

Question: Is green area south of Lower Miller Creek Road on West Missoula 

Comprehensive Plan map designated/protected for open space or could 

development occur in this area? Some existing development is within this open 

space area. 

Answer: This area is designated as residential in the plan for a build-
out of one dwelling unit per 5 acres. It is likely that rural/suburban low-
density development will continue in this area. 

Question: How will the bridge be funded? Many local residents can’t afford higher 

property taxes. 

Answer: It is anticipated that project funds will come from the Federal 
government, with no local tax increase 

- miller creek road 1111111111 
------- environmental i mpact statement 
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Two of the routes will negatively affect the long-standing tradition of agriculture in the Lower 
Miller Creek area.  North Lower Miller Creek and Blue Mountain would each force two existing 
farms out of business.  The reason people moved to this area and enjoy the changing landscape 
would be gone. 

Shauna Ginter 
5080 Old Bitterroot Road 
Missoula, MT 59801 
(406) 251-4532 

One of the key considerations of an EIS is trying to preserve the character of the neighborhood.
Two of the proposed routes would change the character forever by forcing out at least two of the 
existing farms.  This is a change and can never be reversed. 

Unidentified

Has the sewer been looked at crossing the bridge? If the bridge is put at Blue Mountain there are 
a lot of existing homes and businesses that would use it. By putting the sewer across and 
connecting these homes and businesses we would remove the sewers from the aquifer. 

If the bridge is put at Blue Mountain I believe that there would be a lot of bikes and pedestrians 
taking advantage of Blue Mountain recreation area and Maclay Flats river park. 

Chris Mostad 
2604 Garland 
(406) 251-4366 

J:\_Transportation\071257.300\PublicInvolvement\Public Workshop #3 7-2003\Public Scoping Meeting Min.7-16-03.doc 
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Questions and Answers 
Public Meeting #3 

July 16, 2003

Question: Would an interchange fit at Blue Mountain?  What would property 

impacts be? 

Answer: One of the alternatives being evaluated includes an 

interchange at Blue Mountain.  Property impacts would include 
business displacements and changes to access for local businesses. 

Question: Have two separate one-lane bridges been considered?  Avoid 

interchange/intersection. 
Answer: Yes, two separate one-lane bridges have been considered.  

We believe there would be no advantage to using one-lane bridges. 

They would cost more, have a greater impact area, and would 

complicate the intersection and interchange designs by requiring a 

separation of the travel lanes at the bridges with a resulting open 

area between the bridges that would need a safety treatment such as 
impact attenuators and/or guardrail. Use of one-lane bridges would 

not change the operational characteristics of the interchange or the 

intersection, but would negatively impact safety by introducing 

obstacles in the road median as noted above. 

Question: LOS for future peak hour volumes (shown on visual)—traffic already 

backs up on 93 to Blue Mountain Road.  How much more traffic will back up back of 

bridge?

Answer: By 2025, traffic volumes on major roadways within the 
study area are expected to increase over existing levels. Traffic on 

the segment of US 93 that passes through the study area is expected 

to increase by approximately 6,000 vehicles per day (vpd), a 25-26 

percent increase over existing daily volumes. Traffic flow on 

northbound US 93 into Missoula is constrained by heavy traffic on the 
highway and by the need to accommodate large volumes of 

conflicting traffic movements at the signalized intersections with 

Reserve Street and Miller Creek Road. The combination of increasing 

traffic volumes on US 93 with the constraint of the busy signalized 

intersections is likely to result in longer vehicle queue lengths under 

any of the alternatives. Each of the build alternatives would result in 
a shift of approximately 6,000 (Alternative 4) to 9,000 (Alternatives 

2A and 2B) vpd from Miller Creek Road to US 93 south of Miller Creek 

Road. However, provision of more green signal time for US 93 traffic 

at the Miller Creek intersection would mitigate the impact of this 

- miller creek road 1111111111 
------- environmental i mpact statement 
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www.millerEIS.com (project Web site)  1 (800) 865-6905 (project hotline) 

Dear Resident,  

We would like your opinions as alternatives are evaluated for access from 
the Miller Creek Road area to US-93.  We are enclosing a questionnaire to 
get your feedback and to find out your preferences among three 
alternatives.  Your household was randomly selected to participate in this 
survey.  Only a small number of households have been selected so it is 
especially important for a member of your household to respond.

In order to obtain a representative and random sample, we have devised a 
simple method for you to choose which household member should complete 
the survey. Please have the adult age 18 or older who most recently 
had a birthday complete this survey.   The year of birth plays no role 
in the selection.  Your responses to this survey will be completely 
anonymous and results will be reported in group form only.  When you 
complete the survey, please return it using the enclosed postage-paid 
envelope.

An independent transportation planning/engineering firm has been hired to 
study options for providing access from the Miller Creek Road area to US-93.  
National Research Center, Inc. is helping gather opinions and preferences 
from residents through this survey.  Your participation is very important to 
us and to everyone who would be affected by any transportation projects 
that might be undertaken.  The anonymous results will be shared with the 
project team and the local media. 

If you would like more information about the Miller Creek Road 
Environmental Impact Statement Project, please call the toll-free project 
hotline at 800-865-6905 or visit the project website at www.millerEIS.com 

Thank you in advance for helping us with this important project! 

Sincerely,

Jeanette Lostracco 
Deputy Project Manager 

www.millerEIS.com (project Web site)  1 (800) 865-6905 (project hotline) 

Dear Resident,  

About a week ago we sent you a copy of this survey about access from the 
Miller Creek Road area to US-93. If you have already completed and 
returned the questionnaire, we thank you for your time, and ask you to 
discard this survey.  Please do not respond twice.

If you have not yet responded, we encourage you to do so.  Your household 
was randomly selected to participate in this survey.  Only a small number of 
households have been selected so it is especially important for a member of 
your household to respond.

In order to obtain a representative and random sample, we have devised a 
simple method for you to choose which household member should complete 
the survey. Please have the adult age 18 or older who most recently 
had a birthday complete this survey.   The year of birth plays no role 
in the selection.  Your responses to this survey will be completely 
anonymous and results will be reported in group form only.  When you 
complete the survey, please return it using the enclosed postage-paid 
envelope.

An independent transportation planning/engineering firm has been hired to 
study options for providing access from the Miller Creek Road area to US-93.  
National Research Center, Inc. is helping gather opinions and preferences 
from residents through this survey.  Your participation is very important to 
us and to everyone who would be affected by any transportation projects 
that might be undertaken.  The anonymous results will be shared with the 
project team and the local media. 

If you would like more information about the Miller Creek Road 
Environmental Impact Statement Project, please call the toll-free project 
hotline at 800-865-6905 or visit the project website at www.millerEIS.com 

Thank you in advance for helping us with this important project! 

Sincerely,

Jeanette Lostracco 
Deputy Project Manager

- miller creek road 11111110 - miller creek road 11111110 
envi ronmen t al Impact st11temen t envi ronmen t a l Impact st11temen t 
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Miller Creek Road/US-93 Public Opinion Survey 

Summary of Key Results

What is the survey? 

In September 2003, National Research Center (NRC) conducted a survey of public 
opinion in the vicinity of Miller Creek Road in Missoula, Montana. Residents in the study 
area were selected by NRC to determine their opinions about proposed transportation 
improvements in the area. This document summarizes the key results of the survey. 

Who participated in the survey? 

Approximately 1,422 households were selected to participate in the survey. Of this 
number, 1,212 were from the project study area and 210 were from the Blue Mountain 
Road area, located just north of the study area (see the graphic on page 3).  The sample 
was selected for each area using a common systematic sampling method.  

What was the response to the survey? 

The response rate represents the proportion of surveys returned from eligible 
households. Ineligible households represent addresses to which a survey was mailed 
but not delivered. These include addresses of vacant housing units and addresses that 
were not recognized by the post office. Of the 1,422 households selected to participate 
in the study, 1,242 were considered to be eligible. Of the 1,242 eligible households, 714 
completed the survey, resulting in a response rate of 57%. At this rate of response, there 
is a 95% confidence level in the results. In other words, the results of the survey reflect 
how we believe 95% of the people in the region would respond to the questions – with a 
plus or minus 4% range of accuracy.  

Of the total respondents, 86% lived in the project study area and 14% lived in the Blue 
Mountain Road area.

Who conducted the survey? 

The survey was prepared and conducted by National Research Center, Inc. (NRC), one 
of the leading strategic planning and survey research teams in the Rocky Mountain 
region, focusing on the information needs of the public sector. NRC is a part of the Miller 
Creek Road/US 93 study team.
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How will the survey information be used? 

The information gathered from this survey, combined with additional project information 
will be used by the Miller Creek Road/US 93 study team as input to the definition of 
transportation improvement alternatives that will be studied.  The actual definition of the 
transportation alternatives will occur during the Public Involvement process for the study.  
The alternatives and their potential impacts will be fully analyzed in an Environmental 
Impact Statement (EIS).

The demographic information provided by respondents was used to compare the 
demographic profile of the survey respondents to that of the entire population in the 
study area. This information was used to determine that all populations were 
represented in the survey results. 

Where are the survey results available for review? 

Full copies of the Miller Creek Road/US 93 Public Opinion Survey results are available 
on the project website at www.millereis.com. A hard copy of the results can be 
requested by calling the project hotline at 1-800-865-6905. 
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Percentage of Surveys

Returned

Of the 1,242 eligible surveys, 86% 
were returned from the Project 
Study Area (see Figure 2 below). 
The remaining 14% were returned 
from the Blue Mountain Road Area.

Figure 2: Areas Surveyed 
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Preferred Option for Alternative

Respondents were given descriptions of the options for constructing new access to the 
Miller Creek/Linda Vista area. They were asked to indicate which (intersection, 
interchange, grade-separated intersection), if any, they would prefer. 

If new access were constructed, what would you prefer? 

As Figure 5 shows, an interchange or intersection were the preferences of most 
respondents (39% and 34% respectively). Only 3% of residents reported having no 
preference. 

Figure 5: Preferred Connection Option for 

Alternative

39%

34%

21%

3%

2%

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50%

Prefer an interchange

Prefer an intersection

Prefer a grade-separated intersection

Have no preference

Don't know

Respondents most preferred an interchange 
(39%) or an intersection (34%) option if 

access were constructed.

Miller Creek Road/US 93 Public Opinion Survey 
                                          Summary of Key Results 
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Awareness of and Involvement in the Miller Creek Road 

EIS

Several questions were asked to assess resident awareness of and involvement in the 
Miller Creek Road EIS. A majority of respondents had heard of and read about the EIS 
Project, but only 21% reported they had gone to a public meeting about the project. 

Figure 6: Awareness of Miller Creek Road EIS

82%

18%
Aware of the EIS project

Not Aware of the EIS
project

While a majority of respondents reported 
hearing of and reading about the EIS 
project, only 21% reported attending a 

public meeting about the project. 

Figure 7: Awareness of and Involvement in the 

EIS Project
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MINUTES
MILLER CREEK ROAD

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT
Blue Mountain/Hayes Creek Community Meeting 

Thursday, September 11, 2003 
6:00 to 8:00 p.m. 

Emmanuel Baptist Church 

4907 Blue Mountain Road 

Missoula, Montana 

A community meeting with the Blue Mountain and Hayes Creek residents for the Miller 

Creek Road Environmental Impact Statement was held September 11, 2003, at the 
Emmanuel Baptist Church, Missoula, Montana.  Seventy-six people signed in at the meeting.  

Comment sheets were provided to those who wanted to submit written comments.  Project 
officials gave a short presentation and then opened the meeting to a question-and-answer 

session.

Project officials present: 

Craig Genzlinger, FHWA 

Steve Long, David Evans & Associates 
Jeanette Lostracco and Troy Halouska, Carter & Burgess 

Mike Kress, Missoula City and County Planning 

SUMMARY OF DISCUSSION

Jeanette Lostracco opened the meeting with introductions. 

Helen Orendain requested that she make a brief presentation as well.  In her opinion, the 

EIS process was not taking public comment, so she wrote a letter to the editor of the 
Missoulian.  She emphasized that this is an important meeting because this project could 

lead to the site for the western corridor bypass.  Helen also stated that an Omaha 

consulting firm is doing a transportation plan for Missoula.  A representative from the firm 
said Blue Mountain is on the table as a bypass.  She said that a local resident, Don 

Peressini, wants to share his plan for the bypass. 

Jeanette stated that public comments have been taken throughout the EIS project and at 
each of the three public meetings held to date. 

A presentation will be made first then question-and-answer will follow.  A member of the 

public requested this meeting recorded by a transcriber.  Jeanette explained that under 

NEPA only the public hearing is required to be recorded, and that notes were being taken. 

Jeanette gave an overview of the project and meetings held to date.  She informed 
everyone that what the Project Team plans to do is come up with a preferred alternative. 

Meeting Minutes—Miller Creek Road EIS 

Blue Mountain/Hayes Creek Community Meeting 

September 11, 2003 

Page 2 of 6 

Steve Long explained the purpose of the Miller Creek Road EIS.  This project is to provide 

secondary access to the Miller Creek area.  The EIS will examine cumulative and secondary 

impacts.  The project team identified seven alternatives based on public comment.  For the 
first level of screening, each alternative was evaluated to determine whether it met the 

purpose and need.  Steve listed screening criteria and explained why each of the four 
alignments was screened out.  Steve explained that for the Miller Creek area the County has 

already adopted growth plans and our job is specifically to look at a new connection to US 
93 from the Miller Creek area. 

QUESTION AND ANSWER PERIOD

Question:  How many homes are there in the Miller Creek Road area? 
Answer:  A couple thousand 

Question:  What is the adopted local plan you referred to? 
Answer:  Miller Creek Road Comprehensive Plan. 

Question:    How are you figuring out what the traffic volumes will be? 

Answer:  We are using a computer model to find projected volume. 

Question:  Are these people going to want to go to Missoula? 
Answer:  Yes, now and in 2025 the majority of people will travel into Missoula. 

Question:  Is the local plan you referred to approved? 
Answer:  Yes, by the Missoula County Board of County Commissioners.  Commissioner 

Jean Curtiss reaffirmed this statement. 

Statement from a member of the audience:  Charlie Brown wrote the plan.  (The 
purpose for the plan is that growth in Miller Creek is ahead of schedule.)  There are no plans 

for east/west bypass. 

Question:  What you are doing is inconsistent with NEPA.  You have to look at both sides of 

the road (meaning US 93). 
Answer:  We will look on both sides of US 93, and cumulative and secondary impacts. 

Question:  We are concerned that the arrow on the comprehensive plan map makes Blue 

Mountain Road appear to be the only option. 
Answer:  The arrow is a generality showing that the plan is flexible.  Craig Genzlinger 

explained that the project team is looking at all alternatives equally. 

Comment:  I support the north lower Miller Creek alternative.  I feel this road will be used 
the most.  This looks like it will have the best chance of alleviating traffic.  I am concerned 

that Blue Mountain Road will not be able to handle more traffic.  Recreation for the area 

needs to be preserved.  The South Lower Miller Creek is too out of the way—too many 
environmental impacts. 

- mil ler creek roa d 1111111111 
e n v ir o n men t a l i m p act statement 
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 c
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 c
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 l
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 f
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c
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 c
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c
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c
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 b
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 c
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 l
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ra
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 c
a
r—

o
r 

th
e
 c

a
r 

is
 h

e
a
d
e
d
 S

o
u
th

 (
R
 t

u
rn

) 
a
n
d
 w

e
 s

to
p
 f

o
r 

n
o
th

in
g
. 

3
. 

A
ft

e
r 

w
h
a
t 

h
a
s
 h

a
p
p
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 p
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e
e
d
 t

o
 m

a
k
e
 R

e
s
e
rv

e
 S

tr
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p
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p
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p
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 p
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e 

a 
re

as
o

n
 t

o
 d

o
 t

h
e 

jo
b

. 
 T

h
is

 j
o

b
 c

am
e 

o
u

t 
o

f 
th

e 
fi

sc
al

 y
ea

r 
2

0
0

3
 

A
p

p
ro

p
ri

at
io

n
s 

A
ct

. 
 I

t 
sa

y
s 

so
m

et
h

in
g

 l
ik

e 
M

il
le

r 
C

re
ek

 R
o

ad
 P

re
li

m
in

ar
y

 D
es

ig
n

 E
IA

, 
w

el
l 

it
 i

s 
re

al
ly

 a
n

 E
IS

, 
b

u
t 

th
at

 h
o

w
 i

t 
w

as
 s

ta
te

d
 i

n
 t

h
e 

d
o

cu
m

en
t.

  
In

 c
o

n
ju

n
ct

io
n

 w
it

h
 t

h
at

, 
th

e 
ap

p
li

ca
ti

o
n

 f
o

r 
th

o
se

 f
u

n
d

s 
in

cl
u

d
ed

 a
 b

ri
d

g
e 

ac
ro

ss
 t

h
e 

ri
v

er
. 

 T
h

at
 i

s 
w

h
er

e 
w

e 
st

ar
te

d
 w

it
h

 t
h

is
 

p
ro

je
ct

. 
 W

e 
st

ar
te

d
 w

it
h

 s
co

p
in

g
. 

 A
lt

h
o

u
g

h
 i

f 
y

o
u

 l
o

o
k

 a
t 

th
is

 d
o

cu
m

en
t,

 y
o

u
 w

il
l 

se
e 

th
at

 w
e 

ar
e 

w
el

l 
b

ey
o

n
d

 s
co

p
in

g
, 

b
u

t 
I 

b
el

ie
v

e 
sc

o
p

in
g

 c
o

n
ti

n
u

es
 a

ll
 t

h
e 

w
ay

 t
h

ro
u

g
h

 f
ro

m
 t

h
e 

v
er

y
 

b
eg

in
n

in
g

 o
f 

th
e 

p
ro

ce
ss

 u
n

ti
l 

w
e 

g
et

 v
er

y
 d

ee
p

 i
n

to
 t

h
e 

D
ra

ft
 E

IS
. 

 I
n

 o
th

er
 w

o
rd

s,
 y

o
u

r 
id

ea
s 

ar
e 

st
il

l 
v

er
y

 v
al

u
ab

le
, 

an
d

 a
n

y
th

in
g

 y
o

u
 w

an
t 

to
 t

el
l 

u
s 

w
e 

w
an

t 
to

 l
is

te
n

 t
o

. 
 I

t 
w

il
l 

st
il

l 
h

el
p

 u
s 

d
et

er
m

in
e 

h
o

w
 t

o
 p

u
t 

to
g

et
h

er
 t

h
at

 D
ra

ft
 E

IS
. 

  

P
ar

t 
o

f 
th

at
 i

s 
th

e 
d

et
er

m
in

at
io

n
 o

f 
re

as
o

n
ab

le
 a

lt
er

n
at

iv
es

 –
 t

h
o

se
 a

re
 a

lt
er

n
at

iv
es

 t
h

at
 g

et
 

d
et

ai
le

d
 d

is
cu

ss
io

n
 i

n
 t

h
e 

D
ra

ft
 E

IS
. 

 A
ft

er
 w

e 
g

et
 t

h
e 

p
re

li
m

in
ar

y
 a

lt
er

n
at

iv
es

 p
u

t 
to

g
et

h
er

, 
th

en
 

w
e 

m
o

v
e 

to
 f

in
al

iz
in

g
 t

h
e 

D
ra

ft
 E

IS
 a

n
d

 t
h

at
 i

s 
se

n
t 

o
u

t 
to

 e
v

er
y

b
o

d
y

 s
o

 y
o

u
 c

an
 r

ea
d

 i
t.

  
T

h
er

e 
w

il
l 

b
e 

a 
p

u
b

li
c 

h
ea

ri
n

g
 w

h
er

e 
th

er
e 

is
 a

n
o

th
er

 c
h

an
ce

 f
o

r 
in

p
u

t.
  

T
h

at
 i

s 
re

al
 i

m
p

o
rt

an
t 

p
o

in
t 

fo
r 

p
u

tt
in

g
 y

o
u

r 
in

p
u

t 
fo

rw
ar

d
. 

 A
t 

th
at

 p
o

in
t 

y
o

u
 w

il
l 

h
av

e 
th

e 
o

p
p

o
rt

u
n

it
y

 t
o

 s
ee

 w
h

at
 w

e’
v

e 
w

ri
tt

en
, 

y
o

u
 w

il
l 

h
av

e 
th

e 
o

p
p

o
rt

u
n

it
y

 t
o

 c
o

m
m

en
t 

o
n

 w
h

at
 w

e’
v

e 
w

ri
tt

en
, 

an
d

 t
h

at
 i

s 
a 

v
er

y
 

im
p

o
rt

an
t 

p
o

in
t 

in
 t

im
e.

  
T

h
e 

o
th

er
 t

h
in

g
 y

o
u

 s
h

o
u

ld
 k

n
o

w
 a

b
o

u
t 

th
at

 i
s 

th
at

 t
h

er
e 

is
 a

 t
im

e 
li

m
it

 
o

n
 t

h
at

 –
 3

0
 p

lu
s 

d
ay

s.
  

S
o

 b
e 

su
re

 y
o

u
 g

et
 y

o
u

r 
co

m
m

en
ts

 i
n

 d
u

ri
n

g
 t

h
at

 t
im

e 
p

er
io

d
 b

ec
au

se
 

th
er

e 
is

 a
 c

u
to

ff
 p

er
io

d
 f

o
r 

co
m

m
en

ts
 o

n
 t

h
at

 d
ra

ft
. 
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F
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2
0

0
4

6

T
h

en
 w

e 
ta

k
e 

al
l 

th
at

 i
n

fo
rm

at
io

n
 a

n
d

 k
in

d
 o

f 
g

o
 a

w
ay

 f
o

r 
a 

li
tt

le
 w

h
il

e 
an

d
 p

u
t 

it
 a

ll
 t

o
g

et
h

er
 i

n
 

th
e 

F
in

al
 E

IS
. 

 Y
o

u
 w

il
l 

al
so

 g
et

 a
 c

h
an

ce
 t

o
 c

o
m

m
en

t 
o

n
 t

h
e 

F
in

al
 E

IS
 b

ef
o

re
 t

h
e 

R
ec

o
rd

 o
f 

D
ec

is
io

n
 (

R
O

D
) 

co
m

es
 o

u
t.

  
B

u
t 

th
er

e 
is

 n
o

th
in

g
 f

o
rm

al
 a

b
o

u
t 

it
. 

 T
h

at
 F

in
al

 E
IS

 w
il

l 
b

e 
d

is
tr

ib
u

te
d

, 
fe

el
 f

re
e 

to
 c

o
m

m
en

t 
o

n
 i

t,
 w

e 
w

il
l 

lo
o

k
 f

o
r 

y
o

u
r 

co
m

m
en

ts
, 

b
u

t 
th

er
e 

w
o

n
’t

 b
e 

a 
fo

rm
al

 p
u

b
li

c 
h

ea
ri

n
g

 o
r 

an
y

th
in

g
 l

ik
e 

th
at

. 
 T

h
at

 i
n

fo
rm

at
io

n
 i

s 
co

n
si

d
er

ed
 i

n
 t

h
e 

d
ev

el
o

p
m

en
t 

o
f 

th
e 

R
ec

o
rd

 o
f 

D
ec

is
io

n
 a

n
d

 t
h

at
 i

s 
fi

n
al

ly
 t

h
e 

en
d

 o
f 

th
e 

p
ro

ce
ss

. 
 I

’m
 n

o
t 

g
o

in
g

 t
o

 s
ay

 a
 w

h
o

le
 

lo
t 

m
o

re
 t

h
an

 t
h

at
 r

ig
h

t 
n

o
w

, 
b

u
t 

w
e 

ca
n

 t
al

k
 i

n
 m

o
re

 d
et

ai
l 

as
 t

im
e 

g
o

es
 o

n
 a

n
d

 s
ee

 w
h

at
 

h
ap

p
en

s.

C
ra

ig
 G

en
zl

in
g

er
, 

F
ed

er
a

l 
H

ig
h

w
a

y
 A

d
m

in
is

tr
a

ti
o

n
 

F
ir

st
 o

f 
al

l 
I 

w
an

t 
to

 t
h

an
k

 y
o

u
 a

ll
 f

o
r 

co
m

in
g

 o
u

t 
to

n
ig

h
t.

  
T

h
is

 i
s 

g
re

at
 t

o
 s

ee
 t

h
is

 m
an

y
 p

eo
p

le
 

tu
rn

 o
u

t.
  

W
e 

ar
e 

al
w

ay
s 

g
la

d
 t

o
 s

ee
 p

eo
p

le
 i

n
te

re
st

ed
 i

n
 o

u
r 

h
ig

h
w

ay
 p

ro
je

ct
s.

  
Y

o
u

 d
o

n
’t

 s
ee

m
 

to
 h

av
e 

m
u

ch
 t

ro
u

b
le

 w
it

h
 t

h
at

 i
n

 M
is

so
u

la
; 

y
o

u
 a

re
 a

lw
ay

s 
in

te
re

st
ed

 i
n

 h
ig

h
w

ay
s 

h
er

e.
 

F
ir

st
 I

 w
an

t 
to

 t
el

l 
y

o
u

 w
h

at
 m

y
 r

o
le

 i
s 

as
 t

h
e 

F
ed

er
al

 H
ig

h
w

ay
 A

d
m

in
is

tr
at

io
n

. 
 T

h
is

 i
s 

a 
fe

d
er

al
 

h
ig

h
w

ay
 p

ro
je

ct
 n

o
t 

a 
co

u
n

ty
 p

ro
je

ct
. 

 T
h

e 
F

ed
er

al
 H

ig
h

w
ay

 A
d

m
in

is
tr

at
io

n
 i

s 
ad

m
in

is
te

ri
n

g
 t

h
e 

co
n

tr
ac

t 
an

d
 I

’m
 t

h
e 

co
n

tr
ac

t 
m

an
ag

er
 f

o
r 

th
at

. 
 W

h
en

 y
o

u
 h

ea
r 

p
eo

p
le

 t
al

k
 a

b
o

u
t 

co
n

su
lt

an
ts

, 
C

ar
te

r 
B

u
rg

es
s 

o
r 

D
av

id
 E

v
an

s,
 t

h
ey

 a
re

 u
n

d
er

 c
o

n
tr

ac
t 

to
 F

ed
er

al
 H

ig
h

w
ay

s 
an

d
 t

h
ey

 r
ep

o
rt

 t
o

 
m

e.
  

S
o

 I
 c

o
n

tr
o

l 
th

at
 p

ro
ce

ss
 a

n
d

 o
v

er
se

e 
th

at
. 

 S
o

 w
h

en
 d

ec
is

io
n

s 
ar

e 
b

ei
n

g
 m

ad
e,

 t
h

ey
 a

re
 

b
ei

n
g

 m
ad

e 
b

y
 t

h
e 

g
o

v
er

n
m

en
t 

ag
en

ci
es

 a
n

d
 n

o
t 

b
y

 t
h

e 
co

n
su

lt
an

t 
te

am
s.

 

D
al

e 
ta

lk
ed

 a
 l

it
tl

e 
b

it
 i

n
 g

en
er

al
 a

b
o

u
t 

th
e 

N
E

P
A

 p
ro

ce
ss

, 
so

 I
 w

an
t 

to
 t

al
k

 j
u

st
 r

ea
l 

b
ri

ef
ly

 a
 

li
tt

le
 m

o
re

 a
b

o
u

t 
w

h
er

e 
w

e 
ar

e 
ac

tu
al

ly
 a

t 
w

it
h

 t
h

e 
M

il
le

r 
C

re
ek

 p
ro

je
ct

 t
o

d
ay

. 
 Y

o
u

 s
aw

 t
h

e 
n

ew
sl

et
te

rs
 a

t 
th

e 
d

o
o

r,
 w

h
ic

h
 i

s 
th

e 
la

st
 n

ew
sl

et
te

r 
th

at
 w

as
 m

ai
le

d
 j

u
st

 l
as

t 
fa

ll
. 

 S
o

m
e 

o
f 

y
o

u
 

p
ro

b
ab

ly
 g

o
t 

th
e 

n
ew

sl
et

te
r 

in
 t

h
e 

m
ai

l 
as

 w
el

l.
  

W
e 

al
so

 h
av

e 
a 

w
eb

si
te

 a
n

d
 i

t 
is

 a
v

ai
la

b
le

 o
n

 t
h

e 
w

eb
si

te
 a

n
d

 y
o

u
 c

an
 c

er
ta

in
ly

 g
et

 m
o

re
 i

n
fo

rm
at

io
n

 t
h

er
e 

–
 w

w
w

.M
il

le
rE

IS
.c

o
m

.

W
h

at
 w

e’
v

e 
d

o
n

e 
so

 f
ar

 i
s 

th
at

 w
e’

v
e 

g
o

n
e 

th
ro

u
g

h
 t

h
e 

p
u

b
li

c 
p

ro
ce

ss
, 

w
e’

v
e 

g
o

n
e 

th
ro

u
g

h
 a

n
d

 
id

en
ti

fi
ed

 a
 r

an
g

e 
o

f 
al

te
rn

at
iv

es
, 

an
d

 y
o

u
 p

ro
b

ab
ly

 s
aw

 t
h

o
se

 o
n

 t
h

e 
m

ap
 o

v
er

 h
er

e 
(r

ef
er

ri
n

g
 t

o
 

g
ra

p
h

ic
).

  
W

e 
o

ri
g

in
al

ly
 h

ad
 s

ev
en

 a
lt

er
n

at
iv

es
 a

n
d

 w
e 

n
ar

ro
w

ed
 t

h
at

 r
an

g
e 

d
o

w
n

 t
o

 t
h

re
e 

d
if

fe
re

n
t 

al
te

rn
at

iv
es

 t
h

at
 w

e 
ar

e 
fu

ll
y

 a
n

al
y

zi
n

g
 r

ig
h

t 
n

o
w

 –
 t

h
e 

N
o

rt
h

 L
o

w
er

 M
il

le
r 

C
re

ek
 

C
o

n
n

ec
ti

o
n

, 
th

e 
S

o
u

th
 L

o
w

er
 M

il
er

 C
re

ek
 C

o
n

n
ec

ti
o

n
, 

an
d

 o
f 

co
u

rs
e,

 t
h

e 
B

lu
e 

M
o

u
n

ta
in

 
C

o
n

n
ec

ti
o

n
. 

 W
e 

ar
e 

fi
n

is
h

in
g

 t
h

e 
d

at
a 

co
ll

ec
ti

o
n

 a
n

d
 a

n
al

y
zi

n
g

 t
h

e 
d

at
a 

o
n

 a
ll

 t
h

o
se

 a
lt

er
n

at
iv

es
 

to
 i

d
en

ti
fy

 w
h

at
 t

h
e 

im
p

ac
ts

 a
n

d
 b

en
ef

it
s 

o
f 

ea
ch

 o
n

e 
o

f 
th

o
se

 w
o

u
ld

 b
e.

  
W

e 
h

av
en

’t
 c

o
m

p
le

te
d

 
th

at
 y

et
, 

w
e 

ar
e 

st
il

l 
in

 t
h

e 
p

ro
ce

ss
 o

f 
d

o
in

g
 t

h
at

. 
 S

o
m

e 
o

f 
th

e 
ar

ea
s 

w
e 

h
av

e 
fa

ir
ly

 c
o

m
p

le
te

 d
at

a,
 

so
m

e 
ar

ea
s 

w
e 

st
il

l 
h

av
e 

to
 g

et
 a

d
d

it
io

n
al

 i
n

fo
rm

at
io

n
. 

 A
ft

er
 w

e 
fi

n
is

h
 t

h
at

 d
at

a 
w

e 
w

il
l 

b
e 

d
ra

ft
in

g
 t

h
e 

D
ra

ft
 E

IS
. 

 O
u

r 
p

ro
je

ct
io

n
 i

s 
th

at
 s

h
o

u
ld

 c
o

m
e 

o
u

t 
so

m
et

im
e 

la
te

r 
th

is
 y

ea
r 

d
ep

en
d

in
g

 i
f 

w
e 

st
ay

 o
n

 s
ch

ed
u

le
 a

n
d

 d
o

n
’t

 g
et

 a
n

y
 b

ig
 s

u
rp

ri
se

s.
  

S
o

 y
o

u
 s

h
o

u
ld

 s
ee

 t
h

at
 c

o
m

e 
ei

th
er

 t
h

is
 s

p
ri

n
g

 o
r 

su
m

m
er

. 
 A

s 
D

al
e 

m
en

ti
o

n
ed

, 
th

er
e 

w
il

l 
d

ef
in

it
el

y
 b

e 
a 

p
u

b
li

c 
h

ea
ri

n
g

 a
t 

th
at

 
p

o
in

t 
an

d
 w

e 
re

al
ly

 e
n

co
u

ra
g

e 
y

o
u

 t
o

 c
o

m
e 

o
u

t 
an

d
 m

ak
e 

su
re

 y
o

u
 c

o
m

m
en

t,
 a

n
d

 g
et

 a
 c

h
an

ce
 t

o
 

se
e 

w
h

at
 i

s 
in

 o
u

r 
d

o
cu

m
en

t,
 a

n
d

 w
h

at
 y

o
u

 a
g

re
e 

w
it

h
 a

n
d

 w
h

at
 y

o
u

 d
is

ag
re

e 
w

it
h

. 
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T
h

e 
o

n
e 

th
in

g
 I

 d
o

 w
an

t 
to

 m
ak

e 
cl

ea
r 

is
 t

h
at

 n
o

 d
ec

is
io

n
 h

as
 b

ee
n

 m
ad

e 
y

et
. 

 Y
o

u
 h

ea
r 

p
eo

p
le

 
ta

lk
in

g
 a

b
o

u
t 

th
e 

p
re

fe
rr

ed
 a

lt
er

n
at

iv
e;

 t
h

e 
p

re
fe

rr
ed

 a
lt

er
n

at
iv

e 
is

 n
o

t 
a 

d
ec

is
io

n
. 

 T
h

e 
D
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h
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 b
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 l
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e 

C
la

rk
 

F
o

rk
 a

n
d

 U
p

p
er

 B
la

ck
fo

o
t.

  
S

o
 w

e 
ca

n
 l

o
o

k
 a

t 
th

at
 a

n
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p
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 d
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o
 h

av
e 

ju
ri

sd
ic

ti
o

n
 b

y
 

la
w

 o
r 
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l 

ex
p

er
ti

se
 w
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P
A
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u

n
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u
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n
d
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C
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T

h
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 d
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P
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w
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n
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 c
o

m
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E
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 f
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 f
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E
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 c

o
m

m
en

ts
 t

o
 t

h
e 

le
ad

 f
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o
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 t
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 c
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 c
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 m
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P
A
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p
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p
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at
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at
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d
is

cl
o

su
re

 o
f 

im
p

ac
ts

. 
  

E
P

A
 a

ls
o

 h
as

 a
n

 E
IS

 r
at
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ra
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w
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d
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 p

ro
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 c
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at
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 f
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 d
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 c
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b
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 f
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 p
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 p
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 b
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p
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 p
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p
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 b
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 p
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h
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h
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 D
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ra
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 d
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 p
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 c
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 c
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p
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n
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o
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u
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C
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 D
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 p
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p
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 p
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 p
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 c
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p
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 C
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 t
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b
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 b
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h
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 d
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 t
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 b
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h
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ra
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h
e 

T
ar

g
et

 R
an

g
e 

ar
ea

. 
I 

as
k

ed
 t

h
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h
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 r
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 t
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 t
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is

 t
h

at
 y

o
u

 s
ai

d
 t

h
er

e 
ar

e 
p
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w
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 c
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 d
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 c
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b
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 m
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 d
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 p
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b
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2
0

0
4
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n
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 t
h
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M

il
le
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C
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ek
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e 
h
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 n
u

m
b

er
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f 
p
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p
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sk
in

g
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h
y
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t 

w
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W

e 
w
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t 

b
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k
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n
d
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o

o
k
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n

d
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g
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h
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h
o
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 c
o
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u
 

w
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v
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 p
u
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o
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h
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 b
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p
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 t
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 t
h
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M
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C
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 a
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 c
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 b
e 
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h
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h
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w
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 c
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u
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h
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 c
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 c
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u
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 s
ta

n
d

ar
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 c
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 c
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g
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er
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ra
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o
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h
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h
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u
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g
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h
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o

p
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o
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o
u

 
al
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p
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u
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o
u
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o
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 c
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 f
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 t
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 d
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 b
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b
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 p
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 c
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at
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b
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h
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h
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e 
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 p
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d

o
n

’t
 l
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v

e 
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n
ig

h
t 

w
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u
t 

g
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s 

y
o
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m

m
en
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f 
y
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a 
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m

m
en
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w

il
l 
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w
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 t
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v
e 

L
o

n
g

 (
D

a
v

id
 E

v
a

n
s 

a
n

d
 A

ss
o

ci
a

te
s)

 

I 
w

an
t 

to
 i

n
tr

o
d

u
ce

 a
 f

ew
 o

th
er

 p
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 d
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o

n
g

 f
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v
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n
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 p
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at
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 D
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P
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 D
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 D
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at
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 b
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 m
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p
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u
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2
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5

I 
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an
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 b
y

 t
ak

in
g

 o
ff

 f
ro

m
 w

h
at

 C
ra

ig
 w

as
 t

al
k

in
g

 a
b

o
u

t 
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g
ar

d
in

g
 t

h
e 

sc
h

ed
u
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 a

n
d

 w
h

er
e 

w
e 

ar
e.

 N
o

w
 o

ri
g

in
al

ly
 t

h
is

 p
ro

je
ct

 w
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 s
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p
ed

 t
o

 b
e 

d
o

n
e 

in
 t

w
o

 y
ea

rs
 w

it
h

 t
h

e 
E

n
v

ir
o

n
m

en
ta

l 
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p
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t 
S
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te

m
en

t 
b
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n

g
 c

o
m

p
le
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d

 i
n
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w

o
 y
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. 
W

h
en

 w
e 

g
o

t 
to

 t
h

e 
p

o
in

t 
in

 t
h

e 
p

ro
ce

ss
, 

w
e 

d
ec

id
ed

 t
o

 s
to

p
 a

n
d

 t
ak

e 
ad

d
it

io
n

al
 i

n
p

u
t 

an
d
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in

d
 o

f 
re

-e
v
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u

at
e 

w
h

er
e 

w
e 

ar
e.

 W
e’

v
e 

b
ee

n
 i

n
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e 

o
f 

th
e 

p
ro

je
ct
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 m
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d

le
 p

h
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e 
o

f 
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te
rn
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iv
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 d

ev
el

o
p

m
en
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 f

o
r 
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o

u
t 

n
in

e 
m

o
n
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s 

n
o
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en
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e 
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v

al
u
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in
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o
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o

f 
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rn
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es
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e 
p
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v
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u
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y

 l
o

o
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ed
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b
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se
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e 
n

ee
d
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o

 w
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g
h
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h
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g
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n
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 t
h

e 
n

ew
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u
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n

d
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d
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T

h
e 

o
th
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h
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g
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e’
v

e 
d
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n

e 
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d

d
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er

n
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W

h
en

 w
e 
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h
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P

u
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d
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ee
d
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f 
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e 

p
ro
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w

e 
al

so
 l

o
o

k
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 a
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b
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an
g
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o
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te
rn
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iv
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 f
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 m
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n
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 p
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p
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ra
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 t
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b
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 c
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d
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 p
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