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Exhibits 
 

A – NEPA/MEPA Coordination Process 

B – Comments and Responses 

 

These exhibits are included to provide additional clarification to the attached 
Environmental Assessment (EA), and to identify MDT’s “Preferred Alternative” in 
the EA as the “Selected Alternative”. 
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Exhibit A-1 
 

Exhibit A – NEPA/MEPA Coordination Process 
The proposed project outlined in the attached Environmental Assessment (EA) has 
been coordinated with the appropriate federal, state, and local agencies in compliance 
with the requirements of the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), the 
Montana Environmental Policy Act (MEPA), and guidelines provided by the Council 
on Environmental Quality (CEQ) and the US Department of Transportation Federal 
Highway Administration (FHWA Technical Advisory T6640.8A). 

Availability of EA for Review and Comment 
The Montana Department of Transportation (MDT) and the Federal Highway 
Administration (FHWA) approved the EA for distribution in July 2006, and a Notice 
of Availability was published in the following area newspapers: 

 Helena Independent Record on July 16th and 24th 

A mailer was also sent to agencies and to individuals who had either attended 
previous public meetings or expressed an interest in the project to inform them of the 
availability of the EA. 

Copies of the EA were available for public review at the following locations: 

 Lewis and Clark County Library 

 Lewis and Clark Public Works Department 

 Montana Department of Transportation, Helena Office 

 Marysville Post Office 

Copies of the EA were also available upon request from MDT and the EA could be 
viewed on the MDT website at http://www.mdt.mt.gov/pubinvolve/eis_ea.shtml.   
Copies of the EA were mailed out and delivered to private individuals upon their 
request.  The public review and comment period began on July 11, 2006, and ended 
on August 18, 2006. 

Public Hearing 
A formal Public Hearing was held on August 1, 2006, at the Montana Association of 
Counties Building to present the Preferred Alternate and take comments on the EA. 
Twenty-five people were in attendance, and verbal and written comments were 
received.  A transcript of the Hearing is available upon request. 

Comments Received 
Three verbal comments were received at the Hearing, and 43 written comments were 
submitted during the comment period. The comments and official responses from 
MDT and FHWA are contained in Exhibit B.

http://www.mdt.mt.gov/pubinvolve/eis_ea.shtml
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Exhibit B – Comments and Responses 
The following pages contain excerpts of the Public Hearing, as well as copies of the 
comment letters received (on the left side of the page), and the FHWA/MDT response 
(on the right side of the page). Comment letters are numbered sequentially. The 
response to each verbal comment is identified with the letter corresponding to the 
comment.  The response to each written comment is identified with the number 
corresponding to the comment. 
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The following comments have been transcribed from the Public Hearing held on the EA on August 1, 2006.
 
Recorded Comment: A 
                                                                      
My name is Anita Varone, and I'm chair of the Lewis and 
Clark County Commission, and I just want to formally 
support the project and ask that it move forward as quickly as 
possible. 
Thank you. 
 
 
Recorded Comment: B 
 
Earl Fred, Marysville.  I'd like to address this portion of the 
environmental assessment, I guess you're calling it, that was  
put out by the Fish and Game Department. I personally, if I 
ran the Great Divide Ski Area, I would feel that I just got 
slapped in the face by this statement that Gayle made 
regarding funneling traffic to the ski run.  I don't think that's 
what the intent of this road is.  I've been traveling this road 
practically all my life, commuted from Marysville to work 
every day for about 15 years, and I have but once seen elk on 
the road.  One time.  I feel that this statement that she's 
making here regarding the wildlife is way off base and she has 
no base for it.  I, myself, know of no deaths of wildlife other 
than a deer or two possibly on that road in all this period of 
time.  So on Kevin Taylor's behalf, I apologize for this 
statement. 
 
 
 

 
Response A 
Comment noted. No response necessary. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Response B 
 
Comment noted. No response necessary. 
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Response C Recorded Comment: C 
  
Comment noted. No response necessary. My name is Kevin Taylor.  I operate Great Divide Ski Area, 

and I live above the project area with three teenaged drivers,   
girls.  I've lived there 21 years.  I have never seen an elk cross 
the road.  This statement from Fish, Wildlife & Parks that this 
is going to be a huge economic benefit for us is offensive and   
silly.  We plan no further development of lifts or trails in the 
area or capacity of the ski area.  We built the ski area during 
the past 10 years to the capacity based on the ongoing 
promises from the politicians that the money was coming, and 
so we did our part and now we're just waiting for the public to 
complete their part to match the transportation to the facility 
that we've created there. But we plan no further development. 
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The following comments were submitted in writing to MDT during the public comment period on the EA.
 
Comment # 1 

 
 
 
 
  
 
Comment # 2 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Response # 1 
Comment noted. No response necessary. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Response # 2 
Comment noted. No response necessary. 
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Comment # 3 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Comment # 4 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Response # 3 
Comment noted. No response necessary. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Response # 4 
Comment noted. No response necessary. 
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Comment #5 
 
 
 
 
Response # 4 
Comment noted. No response necessary. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Comment # 6 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Response # 5 
Comment noted. No response necessary. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Response # 6 
Comment noted. No response necessary. 
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Comment # 7 

 
 
 

Comment # 8 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Response # 7 
Comment noted. No response necessary. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Response # 8 
Comment noted. No response necessary. 
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Comment # 9 

 
 
 

Comment # 10 

 
 
 

Comment # 11 

 
 
 
 

Response # 9 
Comment noted. No response necessary. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Response # 10 
Comment noted. No response necessary. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Response # 11 
Comment noted. No response necessary. 
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Comment # 12 

 
 
 
Comment # 13 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Response # 12 
Comment noted. No response necessary. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Response # 13 
Comment noted. No response necessary. 
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Comment # 14 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Response # 14 
Comment noted. No response necessary. 
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Comment # 15 

 

Response # 15 
Comment noted. No response necessary. 
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Comments and Responses 
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Comment # 16 

 
 
 
 
 

Response # 16 
Comment noted. No response necessary. 
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Comment # 17 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Response # 17 
Comment noted. No response necessary. 
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Comment # 18 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Response # 18 
Comment noted. No response necessary. 
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Comment # 19 

 
 
 

Comment # 20 

 
 
 
 
 

Response # 19 
Comment noted. No response necessary. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Response # 20 
Comment noted. No response necessary. 
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Comment # 21 

 
 
 

Comment # 22 

 
 
 
 
 

Response # 21 
Comment noted. No response necessary. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Response # 22 
Comment noted. No response necessary. 

 
 

Exhibit B-16 
Comments and Responses 

 



TCSP 25(43) CN 4983 
EA/FoNSI 

Comment # 23 

 
 
 

Comment # 24 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Response # 23 
Comment noted. No response necessary. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Response # 24 
Comment noted. No response necessary. 
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Comment # 25 

 
 
 

Comment # 26 

 
 
 
 
 

Response # 25 
Comment noted. No response necessary. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Response # 26 
Comment noted. No response necessary. 
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Comment # 27 

 

Response # 27 
Having the project designed and ready to bid and let for 
construction in 2008 is realistic. As with all federally funded 
highway projects, construction of the whole project and 
specifically paving will be based upon available funds.  
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Comment # 28 

 

Response # 28 
Comment noted. No response necessary. 
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Comment # 29 

 
 
 

Comment # 30 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Response # 29 
Comment noted. No response necessary. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Response # 30 
Comment noted. No response necessary. 

 

Exhibit B-21 
Comments and Responses 

 



TCSP 25(43) CN 4983 
EA/FoNSI 

Comment # 31 

 
 
 

Comment # 32 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Response # 31 
Comment noted. No response necessary. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Response # 32 
Comment noted. No response necessary. 
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Comment # 33 

 
 
 
 
 

Response # 33 
The objectives of the preferred alternative; 1) widen roadway, 
2) Improve horizontal stopping and sight distance, install 
guardrail or flatten slopes, 3) improve roadway surface and 
base, and 4) reduce roadway blockage due to parked 
recreational vehicles, are all expected to improve safety. 

33 A

 
Driving under the influence of alcohol and exceeding the 
speed limit are law enforcement issues that cannot be 
addressed by the design of the road.  With this project, posted 
speed limits are typically lower than the design speeds to 
allow a safety buffer.  The posted speed limit is currently, and 
will continue to be, 45 miles per hour.   

33 B

 33 C
Accidents caused by weather conditions should be reduced by 
the safety features of the Preferred Alternative. Plowing and 
sanding are maintenance issues, as opposed to design issues.  
Maintenance is currently, and will continue to be, overseen by 
Lewis and Clark County.   
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33 A 

33 B 

33 C 
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Comment # 34 

 

Response # 34 
Comment noted. No response necessary. 
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Comment # 35 

 

Response # 35 
Comment noted. No response necessary. 
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Comment # 36 

 
 
 

Response # 36 
Comment noted. No response necessary. 
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Comment # 37 

 

Response # 37  
 
Comment noted. No response necessary. 
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Comment # 38 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Response # 38 
Comment noted. No response necessary. 
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Comment # 39 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Response # 39 
Comment noted. No response necessary. 
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Comment # 40 

 
 
 

Comment # 41 

 

Response # 40 
Comment noted. No response necessary. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Response # 41 
Comment noted. No response necessary. 
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Comment # 42 

 
 

Response # 42 
The Preferred Alternative would increase visibility by 
reducing the sharpness of turns and hills and widening road 
shoulders.  That increased visibility is expected to allow 
drivers more time to react to wildlife.  Additionally, the 
improved road surface is expected to decrease the distance for 
a vehicle to come to a stop. 
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Comment # 43 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Response # 43 
Comment noted. No response necessary. 
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