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September 21, 2001 
 
Mr. Steve Dolby 
Fisheries Biologist 
Montana Dept. of Fish, Wildlife & Parks 
Fisheries Division 
Helena Area Resource Office 
1420 E. Sixth Avenue 
Helena, MT  59601 
 
Subject:  Request for scoping letter. 
Project:  I-15 Corridor (Montana City to Lincoln Road) EIS 
 
Dear Mr. Dolby: 
 
On September 12, 2001 the first Interdisciplinary Team (ID Team) meeting was held with a large 
representation from interested agencies, and a good discussion occurred about the I-15 Environmental 
Impact Statement (EIS) process and information needed.  In addition to the information gathered at the 
recent ID Team meeting and Public Scoping meeting, we would like to request a formal scoping letter 
from each resource, cooperating or permitting agency with interest in this project. 
 
We are requesting a scoping letter from your agency describing any environmental resources or issues 
that need to be addressed in this EIS.  The project area is along the I-15 corridor in the Helena region 
from the Montana City interchange north, for 13 miles, to the Lincoln Road interchange.  The general 
legal description of the project area is T9N, R3W, Sections 2, 3, 4, 10, 11, 14, T10N, R3W, Sections 5, 8, 
17, 20, 28, 29, 32, 33, 34, and T11N, R3W, Sections 17, 20, 29, and 32.  A project map is attached for 
reference. 
 
Please feel free to contact me at 303-820-4866 or belldl@c-b.com if you have any questions. 
 
Best Regards, 
 
 
 
Diana Bell 
EIS Manager 
 
DB/tkh 
 
Attachment 
 
cc: Kim Gambrill 
 Ed Larson 
 Carl James 
 I-15 File 
 
 
J:\_Transportation\070254.000.0.0100\manage\corr\Scoping Letter Requests\MFW&P Scope Req.doc 



 
 
 
 
September 21, 2001 
 
Mr. Stephen (Steve) Potts 
NEPA Coordinator 
EPA Region 8 Montana Office 
Federal Building 
301 S. Park Avenue 
Helena, MT  59626-0096 

 
Subject:  Request for scoping letter. 
Project:  I-15 Corridor (Montana City to Lincoln Road) EIS 
 
Dear Mr. Potts: 
 
On September 12, 2001 the first Interdisciplinary Team (ID Team) meeting was held with a large 
representation from interested agencies, and a good discussion occurred about the I-15 Environmental 
Impact Statement (EIS) process and information needed.  In addition to the information gathered at the 
recent ID Team meeting and Public Scoping meeting, we would like to request a formal scoping letter 
from each resource, cooperating or permitting agency with interest in this project. 
 
We are requesting a scoping letter from your agency describing any environmental resources or issues 
that need to be addressed in this EIS.  The project area is along the I-15 corridor in the Helena region 
from the Montana City interchange north, for 13 miles, to the Lincoln Road interchange.  The general 
legal description of the project area is T9N, R3W, Sections 2, 3, 4, 10, 11, 14, T10N, R3W, Sections 5, 8, 
17, 20, 28, 29, 32, 33, 34, and T11N, R3W, Sections 17, 20, 29, and 32.  A project map is attached for 
reference. 
 
Please feel free to contact me at 303-820-4866 or belldl@c-b.com if you have any questions. 
 
Best Regards, 
 
 
 
Diana Bell 
EIS Manager 
 
DB/tkh 
 
Attachment 
 
cc: Kim Gambrill 
 Ed Larson 
 Carl James 
 I-15 File 
 
 
 
 
J:\_Transportation\070254.000.0.0100\manage\corr\Scoping Letter Requests\EPA Scope Req.doc 



 
 
 
 
September 21, 2001 
 
Mr. Joseph Warhank 
Montana Historical Society 
State Historic Preservation Officer 
1410 Eighth Avenue 
P.O. Box 201201 
Helena, MT  59620-1202 

 
Subject:  Request for scoping letter. 
Project:  I-15 Corridor (Montana City to Lincoln Road) EIS 
 
Dear Mr. Warhank: 
 
On September 12, 2001 the first Interdisciplinary Team (ID Team) meeting was held with a large 
representation from interested agencies, and a good discussion occurred about the I-15 Environmental 
Impact Statement (EIS) process and information needed.  In addition to the information gathered at the 
recent ID Team meeting and Public Scoping meeting, we would like to request a formal scoping letter 
from each resource, cooperating or permitting agency with interest in this project. 
 
We are requesting a scoping letter from your agency describing any environmental resources or issues 
that need to be addressed in this EIS.  The project area is along the I-15 corridor in the Helena region 
from the Montana City interchange north, for 13 miles, to the Lincoln Road interchange.  The general 
legal description of the project area is T9N, R3W, Sections 2, 3, 4, 10, 11, 14, T10N, R3W, Sections 5, 8, 
17, 20, 28, 29, 32, 33, 34, and T11N, R3W, Sections 17, 20, 29, and 32.  A project map is attached for 
reference. 
 
Please feel free to contact me at 303-820-4866 or belldl@c-b.com if you have any questions. 
 
Best Regards, 
 
 
 
Diana Bell 
EIS Manager 
 
DB/tkh 
 
Attachment 
 
cc: Kim Gambrill 
 Ed Larson 
 Carl James 
 I-15 File 
 
 
 
 
 
 
\\DEN1_F01\VOL1\JOBS\_Transportation\070254.000.0.0100\manage\corr\Scoping Letter Requests\MHisS Scope Req.doc 



 
 
 
 
September 21, 2001 
 
Mr. Paul Cartwright 
Senior Environmental Analyst 
Montana Department of Environmental Quality 
Planning, Prevention & Assistance Bureau 
1520 E. Sixth Avenue 
P.O. Box 20091 
Helena, MT  59620-0901 

 
Subject:  Request for scoping letter. 
Project:  I-15 Corridor (Montana City to Lincoln Road) EIS 
 
Dear Mr. Cartwright: 
 
On September 12, 2001 the first Interdisciplinary Team (ID Team) meeting was held with a large 
representation from interested agencies, and a good discussion occurred about the I-15 Environmental 
Impact Statement (EIS) process and information needed.  In addition to the information gathered at the 
recent ID Team meeting and Public Scoping meeting, we would like to request a formal scoping letter 
from each resource, cooperating or permitting agency with interest in this project. 
 
We are requesting a scoping letter from your agency describing any environmental resources or issues 
that need to be addressed in this EIS.  The project area is along the I-15 corridor in the Helena region 
from the Montana City interchange north, for 13 miles, to the Lincoln Road interchange.  The general 
legal description of the project area is T9N, R3W, Sections 2, 3, 4, 10, 11, 14, T10N, R3W, Sections 5, 8, 
17, 20, 28, 29, 32, 33, 34, and T11N, R3W, Sections 17, 20, 29, and 32.  A project map is attached for 
reference. 
 
Please feel free to contact me at 303-820-4866 or belldl@c-b.com if you have any questions. 
 
Best Regards, 
 
 
 
Diana Bell 
EIS Manager 
 
DB/tkh 
 
Attachment 
 
cc: Kim Gambrill 
 Ed Larson 
 Carl James 
 I-15 File 
 
 
\\DEN1_F01\VOL1\JOBS\_Transportation\070254.000.0.0100\manage\corr\Scoping Letter Requests\MDEQ Scope Req.doc 



 
 
 
 
September 21, 2001 
 
Mr. Todd Tillinger, P.E. 
Helena Regulatory Office 
U.S. Army Corp of Engineers 
301 S. Park Avenue, Drawer 10014 
Helena, MT  50626-0014 

 
Subject:  Request for scoping letter. 
Project:  I-15 Corridor (Montana City to Lincoln Road) EIS 
 
Dear Mr. Tillinger: 
 
On September 12, 2001 the first Interdisciplinary Team (ID Team) meeting was held with a large 
representation from interested agencies, and a good discussion occurred about the I-15 Environmental 
Impact Statement (EIS) process and information needed.  In addition to the information gathered at the 
recent ID Team meeting and Public Scoping meeting, we would like to request a formal scoping letter 
from each resource, cooperating or permitting agency with interest in this project. 
 
We are requesting a scoping letter from your agency describing any environmental resources or issues 
that need to be addressed in this EIS.  The project area is along the I-15 corridor in the Helena region 
from the Montana City interchange north, for 13 miles, to the Lincoln Road interchange.  The general 
legal description of the project area is T9N, R3W, Sections 2, 3, 4, 10, 11, 14, T10N, R3W, Sections 5, 8, 
17, 20, 28, 29, 32, 33, 34, and T11N, R3W, Sections 17, 20, 29, and 32.  A project map is attached for 
reference. 
 
Please feel free to contact me at 303-820-4866 or belldl@c-b.com if you have any questions. 
 
Best Regards, 
 
 
 
Diana Bell 
EIS Manager 
 
DB/tkh 
 
Attachment 
 
cc: Kim Gambrill 
 Ed Larson 
 Carl James 
 I-15 File 
 
 
 
 
 
 
J:\_Transportation\070254.000.0.0100\manage\corr\Scoping Letter Requests\USACOE Scope Req.doc 



 
 
 
 
September 21, 2001 
 
Mr. Scott Jackson 
U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service 
100 No. Park Avenue, Suite 320 
Helena, MT  59601 

 
Subject:  Request for scoping letter. 
Project:  I-15 Corridor (Montana City to Lincoln Road) EIS 
 
Dear Mr. Jackson: 
 
On September 12, 2001 the first Interdisciplinary Team (ID Team) meeting was held with a large 
representation from interested agencies, and a good discussion occurred about the I-15 Environmental 
Impact Statement (EIS) process and information needed.  In addition to the information gathered at the 
recent ID Team meeting and Public Scoping meeting, we would like to request a formal scoping letter 
from each resource, cooperating or permitting agency with interest in this project. 
 
We are requesting a scoping letter from your agency describing any environmental resources or issues 
that need to be addressed in this EIS.  The project area is along the I-15 corridor in the Helena region 
from the Montana City interchange north, for 13 miles, to the Lincoln Road interchange.  The general 
legal description of the project area is T9N, R3W, Sections 2, 3, 4, 10, 11, 14, T10N, R3W, Sections 5, 8, 
17, 20, 28, 29, 32, 33, 34, and T11N, R3W, Sections 17, 20, 29, and 32.  A project map is attached for 
reference. 
 
Please feel free to contact me at 303-820-4866 or belldl@c-b.com if you have any questions. 
 
Best Regards, 
 
 
 
Diana Bell 
EIS Manager 
 
DB/tkh 
 
Attachment 
 
cc: Kim Gambrill 
 Ed Larson 
 Carl James 
 I-15 File 
 
 
 
 
J:\_Transportation\070254.000.0.0100\manage\corr\Scoping Letter Requests\USFWS Scope Req.doc 



 
 
 
 
September 21, 2001 
 
Mr. Larry Cole 
Lands Forester 
U.S. Forest Service 
Helena Ranger District 
2001 Poplar 
Helena, MT  59601 

 
Subject:  Request for scoping letter. 
Project:  I-15 Corridor (Montana City to Lincoln Road) EIS 
 
Dear Mr. Cole: 
 
On September 12, 2001 the first Interdisciplinary Team (ID Team) meeting was held with a large 
representation from interested agencies, and a good discussion occurred about the I-15 Environmental 
Impact Statement (EIS) process and information needed.  In addition to the information gathered at the 
recent ID Team meeting and Public Scoping meeting, we would like to request a formal scoping letter 
from each resource, cooperating or permitting agency with interest in this project. 
 
We are requesting a scoping letter from your agency describing any environmental resources or issues 
that need to be addressed in this EIS.  The project area is along the I-15 corridor in the Helena region 
from the Montana City interchange north, for 13 miles, to the Lincoln Road interchange.  The general 
legal description of the project area is T9N, R3W, Sections 2, 3, 4, 10, 11, 14, T10N, R3W, Sections 5, 8, 
17, 20, 28, 29, 32, 33, 34, and T11N, R3W, Sections 17, 20, 29, and 32.  A project map is attached for 
reference. 
 
Please feel free to contact me at 303-820-4866 or belldl@c-b.com if you have any questions. 
 
Best Regards, 
 
 
 
Diana Bell 
EIS Manager 
 
DB/tkh 
 
Attachment 
 
cc: Kim Gambrill 
 Ed Larson 
 Carl James 
 I-15 File 
 
 
 
 
 
 
J:\_Transportation\070254.000.0.0100\manage\corr\Scoping Letter Requests\USFS Scope Req.doc 



 
 
 
 
September 25, 2001 
 
Mr. Mark Anner 
Area Manager  
Montana Department of Natural Resource and Conservation  
Central Lands Office 
8001 N. Montana Ave. 
Helena, MT  59602 

 
Subject:  Request for scoping letter. 
Project:  I-15 Corridor (Montana City to Lincoln Road) EIS 
 
Dear Mr. Anner: 
 
An EIS is being prepared for the I-15 corridor through the Helena Valley.  As part of the preparation of an 
environmental document, it is necessary to scope out all of the affected resources.   
 
On September 12, 2001 the first Interdisciplinary Team (ID Team) meeting was held with a large 
representation from interested agencies, and a good discussion occurred about the I-15 Environmental 
Impact Statement (EIS) process and information needed.  In addition to the information gathered at the 
recent ID Team meeting and a Public Scoping meeting held, we would like to request a formal scoping 
letter from each resource, cooperating or permitting agency with interest in this project. 
 
We are requesting a scoping letter from your agency describing any environmental resources or issues 
that need to be addressed in this EIS.  The project area is along the I-15 corridor in the Helena region 
from the Montana City interchange north, for 13 miles, to the Lincoln Road interchange.  The general 
legal description of the project area is T9N, R3W, Sections 2, 3, 4, 10, 11, 14, T10N, R3W, Sections 5, 8, 
17, 20, 28, 29, 32, 33, 34, and T11N, R3W, Sections 17, 20, 29, and 32.  A project map is attached for 
reference. 
 
Please feel free to contact me at 303-820-4866 or belldl@c-b.com if you have any questions. 
 
Best Regards, 
 
 
 
Diana Bell 
EIS Manager 
 
DB/tkh 
 
Attachment 
 
cc: Kim Gambrill 
 Ed Larson 
 Carl James 
 I-15 File 
 
J:\_Transportation\070254.000.0.0100\manage\corr\Scoping Letter Requests\MDNRC Scope Req.doc 



 
 
 
 
September 25, 2001 
 
Mr. Lex Riggle 
USDA NRCS  
Helena Field Office  
790 Colleen St. 
Helena, MT  59601-9713 

 
Subject:  Request for scoping letter. 
Project:  I-15 Corridor (Montana City to Lincoln Road) EIS 
 
Dear Mr. Riggle: 
 
An EIS is being prepared for the I-15 corridor through the Helena Valley.  As part of the preparation of an 
environmental document, it is necessary to scope out all of the affected resources.   
 
On September 12, 2001 the first Interdisciplinary Team (ID Team) meeting was held with a large 
representation from interested agencies, and a good discussion occurred about the I-15 Environmental 
Impact Statement (EIS) process and information needed.  In addition to the information gathered at the 
recent ID Team meeting and a Public Scoping meeting held, we would like to request a formal scoping 
letter from each resource, cooperating or permitting agency with interest in this project. 
 
We are requesting a scoping letter from your agency describing any environmental resources or issues 
that need to be addressed in this EIS.  The project area is along the I-15 corridor in the Helena region 
from the Montana City interchange north, for 13 miles, to the Lincoln Road interchange.  The general 
legal description of the project area is T9N, R3W, Sections 2, 3, 4, 10, 11, 14, T10N, R3W, Sections 5, 8, 
17, 20, 28, 29, 32, 33, 34, and T11N, R3W, Sections 17, 20, 29, and 32.  A project map is attached for 
reference. 
 
Please feel free to contact me at 303-820-4866 or belldl@c-b.com if you have any questions. 
 
Best Regards, 
 
 
 
Diana Bell 
EIS Manager 
 
DB/tkh 
 
Attachment 
 
cc: Kim Gambrill 
 Ed Larson 
 Carl James 
 I-15 File 
 
J:\_Transportation\070254.000.0.0100\manage\corr\Scoping Letter Requests\NRCS Scope Req.doc 







































































 
 
 
 
November 18, 2002 
 
Richard L. Keller, Chief Engineer 
Montana Rail Link 
101 International Way 
P. O. Box 16390 
Missoula, MT  59808 - 6390 
 
Re: I-15 Corridor (Montana City to Lincoln Road) EIS Improvements 
 
Dear Mr. Keller: 
 
The Montana Department of Transportation is studying a number of transportation improvements 
along a 12-mile section of Interstate 15 passing through Helena.  These improvements are being 
designed to improve safety and mobility in the corridor and may involve replacing the existing I-15 
bridges that pass over the railyard and tracks between Cedar Street and Custer Avenue.  
Replacement of these bridges is necessary because of their age and condition and the need to 
accommodate additional interstate auxiliary lanes through this section of the corridor. 
  
The existing bridges are each approximately 28 feet wide.  The replacement structures will each be 
approximately 72 feet wide to meet current safety standards and carry the additional laneage.  
Widening would be accomplished for both northbound and southbound I-15 to the outside of the 
existing alignment.  Although design plans have not been developed yet we know that changes will 
need to be made in the location and size of the bridge piers located on railroad property. 
 
The Department is preparing an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) for this project.  As part of 
the EIS process an analysis of historic properties located along the corridor was conducted.  The 
rail facilities built by and associated with the Great Northern Railway have been determined to be 
eligible to the National Register of Historic Places.  As such, we must take special care to 
coordinate our activities with you and avoid or minimize impacts to the historic resource. 
 
In addition to the normal coordination procedures we will follow on this project, we would like to 
receive written comments from you on the potential effects of these improvements on your 
operations, concerns you might have about the replacement of the I-15 bridges, and any ongoing 
coordination steps you would like to have us include as part of this project. 
 
We would greatly appreciate receiving your initial comments by November 29, 2002.  If you have 
any questions, please contact Dewey Lonnes at (406) 444-6070. 
 
Very truly yours, 
 
 
 
Walt Scott, Supervisor 
R/W – Utilities Section 
 
cc: File 
 
J:\_Transportation\070254.000.0.0100\EIS document\Appendices\A_AgencyLtrs\RailLink Coord Ltr.DOC 




































